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King Penguin colony at Gold Harbour, South Georgia, by Markus Lilje 

 

South Georgia is one of the jewels of the South Atlantic Ocean. This incredibly remote and wild island 

is home to an abundance of wildlife; in fact, South Georgia has rightly been called ‘the most staggering 

wildlife show on earth’! Even experienced expedition staff, some with more than 100 journeys south, 

cherish every visit to South Georgia.  

Traditionally, our visits to South Georgia last only three or four days and are part of a much 

longer itinerary that includes time spent in Antarctica. However, after many years of careful preparation 

and planning, we can now offer our guests the unique opportunity of ten full days of exploration – almost 

double the time typically spent – in this magical destination.  

This particular voyage is timed to coincide with the arrival of spring as South Georgia emerges 
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from the long and frigid winter – a really exceptional time to visit! Late October marks the beginning of 

the wildlife migration and commencement of the breeding cycle for many species on the island. Scenes 

of male Southern Elephant Seals battling for control of the beaches (and their female harems), and the 

intimate and beautiful courtship rituals of the albatrosses and antics of the young penguin chicks, will 

have you believing you are ‘on the set’ of your very own wildlife documentary. For lovers of remote, 

small-ship expedition cruising, this voyage ticks every box you could possibly imagine!   

An additional highlight of this departure will be the shipboard photography symposium that is 

open to all guests. This program runs alongside our regular series of presentations on history, 

ornithology, geology and the natural world. The members of the photographic team each have a special 

area of expertise including wildlife photography, landscape and composition, along with technical 

elements including gear and equipment and computer-based processing, file management and storage. 

We make regular use of our ship-board multi-media studio for breakout sessions and to review and 

critique our images throughout the voyage. Our photographic goals on this departure will be formed 

and led by the light available both onshore and on the water. With a varied and diverse itinerary and 

flexible plans, we aim to make the most of the beautiful light, even if outside conventional shore landing 

times. For photographers in particular, our expedition to South Georgia will leave you with a plethora 

of images and some amazing memories that are certain to linger for a lifetime! 

 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Punta Arenas, Chile to Port Stanley, Falkland Islands and board ship 

Days 2 & 3 At sea towards South Georgia 

Days 4 & 5 King Haakon Bay and the Northwest Coast, South Georgia 

Days 6 & 7 Fortuna Bay, Stromness, Grytviken and central North Coast 

Days 8 & 9 St Andrews Bay, Gold Harbour and Eastern Coast 

Day 10 Godthul and Prion Islands 

Days 11 to 13 At sea towards Falkland Islands 

Day 14 Sea Lion Island, Falkland Islands 

Day 15 Falkland Islands to Punta Arenas, Chile 
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TOUR ROUTE MAP… 

 

 

 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Punta Arenas, Chile to Port Stanley, Falkland Islands and board ship.  Our journey 

commences this morning in the southern Chilean 

city of Punta Arenas. We transfer to the airport 

for our scheduled service onwards to Stanley in 

the Falkland Islands. After a short 90-minute 

flight we arrive in Stanley and are met on arrival 

and transferred to the pier. 

 

Arriving in the Falklands, we find a relatively 

warm climate where a range of unusual wildlife 

thrives. Around 60 species of migratory birds 

and numerous resident species, including two 

endemics, inhabit the archipelago. One of these 

endemics is the Falkland Steamer Duck, and we 

will likely observe this rather awkwardly shaped 

duck in the harbour area prior to departing. The 
Falkland Steamer Duck by Adam Riley 
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other, Cobb’s Wren, we also stand a chance of observing in the scrub around Port Stanley and the harbour 

itself. 

 

Stanley is currently home to just over 2,000 residents and is 

reminiscent of a rural town in coastal England or Scotland. It is 

charming with brightly coloured houses, pretty flower-filled 

gardens, a quaint cathedral and several local pubs. The 

waterfront memorial, built to commemorate the lives of the 

servicemen lost during the Falklands War in the early 1980’s, is 

a sobering reminder of recent history.  

 

There is time to explore the town, before we make our way to the 

ship for embarkation. After settling in to our cabins and 

exploring the ship, we meet our expedition team and fellow 

passengers. Excitement is in the air as we enjoy a welcome 

cocktail, dinner and cast off, bound for South Georgia – and the 

adventure of a lifetime. 

 

Days 2 & 3: At sea towards South Georgia.  Charting a south-

easterly course to South Georgia, our days at sea are never dull: 

much of our time is spent on the outer decks, scanning the 

horizon in search of whales and other marine mammals. For the 

seabird enthusiast, these are some of the most exciting waters in 

the world. The spectacular Wandering Albatross should make its first appearances, along with Grey-

headed and Black-browed Albatrosses, Cape and White-chinned Petrel, Great Shearwater and Slender-

billed Prion. Wilson’s Storm Petrel is abundant and we will scour the masses for the rarer Black-bellied 

and Grey-backed Storm Petrels.  

As we cruise from the Falklands to South Georgia, we cross the Antarctic Convergence where 

the warmer, saltier water of the north meets the colder and less-salty Antarctic water. This is a very rich 

feeding ground for seabirds and marine mammals, attracting large numbers of animals from distant 

breeding islands and waters. Though the Convergence attracts birds from both north and south, we will 

notice a shift of species and relative numbers 

between the waters on either side of the 

Convergence; albatrosses and petrels will 

predominate here. In addition to the species 

already noted, we are likely to see Royal 

Albatross (usually both the Northern and 

Southern species are observed), Light-mantled 

Albatross, Southern Fulmar, Soft-plumaged, 

White-headed and Blue Petrels, Antarctic Prion 

and Common Diving Petrel. We will also look 

for rarer prizes such as Kerguelen and Great-

winged Petrels and albatrosses from the other 

side of the Subantarctic.  

We will also spend plenty of time with 

our onboard polar experts who will be educating 

us on the wonders of the South Atlantic Ocean 

Wandering Albatross by Markus Lilje 

Snowy Sheathbill by Dave Kutilek 
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and Sub-Antarctic eco-systems. History is a key theme of this voyage and the epic story of Shackleton 

is central to our journey. For photographers there is also the opportunity to perhaps pick up some 

valuable tips from our onboard photographic guide, learning about image composition, how to make the 

most of the subtle and soft polar light, and all the basics of good camera craft. We will also learn about 

Polar conservation - a theme particularly close to the hearts of our One Ocean Expeditions’ guides and 

crew.  

 

Days 4 & 5: King Haakon Bay and the 

Northwest Coast, South Georgia.   As we 

approach South Georgia the marine avifauna is 

dominated increasingly by the species breeding 

there. Given the enormous numbers of seabirds 

nesting on South Georgia and its surrounding 

islets, this is not surprising. Common species we 

can expect to encounter include Light-mantled 

Albatross, White-chinned Petrel, Snowy 

Sheathbill, Brown Skua and Antarctic Tern. 

These next ten days will be unlike 

anything you have ever imagined! Majestic 

snow-covered mountains greet us on arrival in 

South Georgia, where we will begin by cruising 

the protected waters of the north-eastern coast on 

the lookout for landing spots such as Elsehul Bay 

and Possession Bay.  

One of the most anticipated sites in South Georgia is Salisbury Plain. The black sand beaches and 

tussock covered dunes are home staggering abundance of King Penguin adults and their young that live 

here in the hundreds of thousands, covering almost every inch of the shore. (Salisbury Plain is one of 

world’s largest King Penguin colonies!) At the height of the breeding season this area is believed to have 

more wildlife per square foot than any other place on the planet – walking here is a truly incredible 

experience! 

The majestic ‘Kings’ are not the only 

wildlife on display, however. South American 

Fur Seals can be seen poking their heads above 

the water, the Southern Elephant Seals will enjoy 

lazing about the beach, while skuas and giant 

petrels swoop and weave in the skies above. 

Meanwhile, the ubiquitous albatrosses – our 

constant companions on this journey – are never 

far away.   

From here we will continue our journey 

deeper into the heart of South Georgia, where our 

next expected stop is Prion Island, in the 

beautiful Bay of Isles. This island has been 

designated as a ‘Specially Protected Area’ by the 

South Georgia Government, due to the breeding 

Wandering Albatross colonies at this location. 

Boasting the largest wingspan of any living bird, 

South Georgia Shag by Dave Kutilek 

Light-mantled Albatross by Markus Lilje 
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typically ranging from 2.5 to 3.5 m (8 to 11ft), they spend most of their life in flight, returning to land 

only to breed and feed.  

Distances travelled each year are hard to 

measure, but one bird was recorded traveling 

around 6,000 km in just twelve days! Being 

predominantly ocean-faring creatures, it is rare 

to experience them up close and personal and on 

land, and we are therefore exceptionally lucky to 

be able to attempt a landing here. The site is 

closed to visiting ships between November and 

mid-January, due to the massive concentration of 

fur seals on the beaches.  

 

Days 6 & 7: Fortuna Bay, Stromness, 

Grytviken and central North Coast.  Our 

adventure takes us next to Fortuna Bay, a 

majestic three-mile long and one-mile wide 

fjord.  It was named after the ship Fortuna, one 

of the original vessels of the Norwegian–Argentine whaling expedition that established the first 

permanent whaling station at Grytviken, further down the coast. Here at Fortuna Bay we can expect to 

see even more King Penguins, Southern Elephant Seals and even reindeer – a species introduced by the 

early Norwegian whalers as a source of protein. 

History comes into sharp focus as we continue west to Stromness and Grytviken. From 1912 until 

the 1930s, Stromness (and nearby Leith and Husvik), operated as whaling stations and the rusted and 

ghostly remnants of these old stations seem out of place in such a pristine environment. This area is key 

to the Shackleton story and it was here, in 1916, that Shackleton and his companions, Worsley and Crean, 

arrived after their epic crossing from King Haakon Bay on the south coast. This is after having completed 

their 800-mile journey by small boat from Elephant Island. If the weather co-operates, we hope to be 

able to hike the last few miles across the saddle separating Fortuna Bay from neighbouring Stromness, 

in the footsteps of Shackleton and his men.  

As we journey further to the southeast we 

enter the broad expanse of Cumberland Bay. At 

the head of the bay lies Grytviken – the largest of 

the old whaling stations on South Georgia. A 

highlight of our landing here is a visit to the 

gravesite of Sir Ernest Shackleton and his loyal 

right hand man, Frank Wild. Frank Wild’s 

lifelong wish was to be buried beside Shackleton. 

However his wish never materialized due to the 

outbreak of WWII, a week after Wild’s passing in 

South Africa. Our voyage falls exactly three years 

following the transport of Wild’s ashes to South 

Georgia aboard our ship, and some 94 years after 

his last voyage with Shackleton in 1921.  

 

Southern Elephant Seal by Markus Lilje 

Sir Ernest Shackleton’s grave 
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Days 8 & 9: St Andrews Bay, Gold 

Harbour and Eastern Coast.  Our next few 

days will take us to St Andrew’s Bay and Gold 

Harbour – places that are absolutely teeming 

with wildlife including both Southern 

Elephant Seals and South American Fur Seals, 

plus massive colonies of the colourful and 

charismatic King Penguins. St Andrews Bay 

is also the breeding ground for Light-mantled 

Albatross, White-chinned Petrel, Snowy 

Sheathbill, Brown Skua and Antarctic Tern.  

Additional birds that we will 

specifically be keeping an eye out for are 

South Georgia Diving Petrel, the endemic 

South Georgia Shag, the endemic race of 

Yellow-billed Pintail, also called South 

Georgia Pintail and previously considered a 

separate species, and the endemic South Georgia Pipit. This last species is the southernmost breeding 

passerine on earth, but due to rat infestations on the main island is very difficult to see and is now mainly 

restricted to some of the smaller offshore islands. Recently, however, a very ambitious project has had a 

lot of success in removing the rats from the island and there is hope that these little birds will soon be 

able to roam the island freely again if the project is a success. 

As with all of our landings we will exercise every opportunity possible to explore on foot, as 

much or as little as you like. Gold Harbour is so called because the sun’s rays make the cliffs yellow with 

their light in the morning and evening – it’s an exhilarating location and photographers especially will 

find themselves very busy during our time here!  

Drygalski Fjord has been called one of the most spectacular sites in South Georgia – and we fully 

concur. If it is calm enough we can even hear the glacier calving large chunks of ice, reminders of what 

early sealers, whalers and vessels needed to pay close attention to when in the area. Our visit to this 

breathtaking place is a fitting way to complete our journey. Tonight, as we reflect on our epic days of 

exploration, we will chart a course back to South 

America and the most southerly city in the world 

– Ushuaia. 

(Please bear in mind that all landings are 

subject to the weather being safe; alternatives are 

usually available when winds and surf are 

unfavourable at the planned site.)  

 

Day 10: Godthul and Prion Islands.  Our 

exploration of South Georgia is far from over, as 

we meander our way back along the northern 

coastline. There are few gems we have in mind 

– including the old whaling shore depot at 

Godthul. Nearing the end of our visit to South 

Georgia, we hope to enjoy a shore landing at 

Prion Island – yet another spectacular location 

and some would argue – the jewel in the crown.  
Yellow-billed (South Georgia) Pintail by Markus Lilje 

King Penguin colony at Gold Harbour by Markus Lilje 
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Situated in the breathtaking Bay of Isles, Prion Island has been designated as a ‘Specially Protected Area’ 

by the South Georgia Government, due to the breeding Wandering Albatross colonies at this location. 

 Boasting the largest wingspan of any living 

bird, typically ranging from 2.5 to 3.5 m (8ft to 11ft), 

they spend most of their life in flight, landing only to 

breed and feed. Distances travelled each year are hard 

to measure, but one bird was recorded travelling 6000 

km in just twelve days. It is rare to experience them 

up close and personal, on land. We are exceptionally 

lucky to be able to attempt a landing here as the site 

is closed to visiting ships between November and 

mid-January, due to the massive concentration of fur 

seals on the beaches. The boardwalks provide access 

to several observation platforms where we can view 

nesting Wandering Albatross at close quarters. Our 

visit to this exceptional location is a fitting way to 

complete our exploration. Tonight, as we depart 

South Georgia, we pause to reflect on eight epic days, 

and chart our return course towards the Falkland Islands. 

 

Days 11 to 13: At sea towards Falkland Islands.  Our final days are spent catching up on journal 

entries, or perhaps downloading and reviewing photos in the multi-media room with our photography 

expert. For some, it’s a chance to catch some well-earned rest after a busy week of exploration. The 

wonderful lounge and bar on our ship provides fantastic panoramas and is a great place to sit with a book 

and a cappuccino or to chat with our fellow expeditioners. The educational presentations continue and 

we will enjoy an entertaining and memorable voyage recap by our Expedition Leader.  

A particular highlight of our return journey will be frequent sightings of the majestic albatrosses, 

petrels and other seabirds as they soar above the ship on the winds of the Southern Ocean. While 

encountering the now-familiar albatrosses and petrels, we will examine each bird in search of rarer 

species; perhaps a Westland Petrel, a Southern Royal Albatross, or one of the Shy Albatross complex of 

species will put in an appearance. We will also keep our eyes peeled for breeching whales and bow-

riding dolphins. Lectures continue to provide 

entertaining diversions and educational 

information, while on our last night we will toast 

the conclusion of our amazing venture with a 

celebratory dinner.  

 

Day 14: Sea Lion Island, Falkland Islands.  
This morning we wake to the sight of landfall in 

the Falklands. Approaching Sea Lion Island, we 

first note the very barren and windswept 

landscape, exposed to the prevailing weather 

that originates in the Drake Passage. We will 

launch the Zodiacs and go ashore to view the 

incredible diversity of wildlife found at this 

location. Three species of penguin including 

Gentoo, Magellanic and Southern Rockhopper, South Georgia Pipit by Markus Lilje 

Southern Rockhopper Penguin by Mike Hunter 
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as well as Southern Elephant Seals and South American Sea Lions are known to inhabit the area. King 

Cormorants and Striated Caracaras are just some of the bird species we expect to see. As we cruise along 

the coast of the Falklands bound for Stanley, we enjoy a special dinner attended by the ship’s Captain. 

 

Day 15: Falkland Islands to Punta Arenas, Chile.  In the early morning, we navigate through the 

narrows and into the harbour of Port Stanley. A transfer will take us to the airport for our return flight to 

Punta Arenas in southern Chile, where the tour will conclude. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

The price for the Antarctica – South Georgia In Depth voyage aboard the Akademik Sergey Vavilov, 

depending on availability, is as follows: 

 

 Triple Share:   US$   9,495 per person sharing; 

 Twin Semi Private:  US$ 11,495 per person sharing; 

 Twin private:   US$ 12,695 per person sharing; 

 Superior:                     US$ 13,495 per person sharing; 

 Shackleton Suite:  US$ 15,295 per person sharing; 

 One Ocean Suite:  US$ 16,995 per person sharing. 

 

You are welcome to contact the Rockjumper office for further information and specifics on the booking 

conditions for this tour.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 

is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 

listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 

4 months before the tour). 

b) Please also note that a Rockjumper leader may not accompany the expedition unless a minimum 

of 10 participants are signed up through Rockjumper. In the case that a Rockjumper leader is not 

on board, the professional expedition staff will take care of all participants signed up through 

Rockjumper.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs (especially fuel) 

and may have to be adjusted as a result. You will be notified by email if fuel surcharges or other 

price adjustments need to be implemented. 

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

IMPORTANT TO NOTE: 

 The above schedule is approximate and depends on sea conditions and other factors. We may be 

forced to change or alter the itinerary due to unforeseen circumstances, but please be aware that 

we will attempt to stick as close to the original program as possible. 

 Rockjumper have taken an allotment on this cruise rather than chartering the cruise in entirety. 

We cannot therefore predict the number of Rockjumper participants that will be aboard the ship 

and therefore the number of Rockjumper guides. Furthermore, Rockjumper will need a minimum 

of 10 participants aboard in order to send out a Rockjumper leader to accompany our guests on 
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this cruise. Any number less than 10 means that we will not have one of our leaders on the ship. 

Regardless, there will be a professional expedition leader aboard and he will have assistant leaders 

with him. 

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include any International airfares. (The return flights from Punta Arenas to Port 

Stanley are included in the tour cost). The tour will depart from Punta Arenas, Chile on the morning of 

day 1 and will conclude on day 15 after a flight from Port Stanley to Punta Arenas, Chile. 

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, 

kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

  

FLIGHTS: 

Comodoro Arturo Merino Benítez International Airport, Santiago (IATA: SCL), is the main port of entry 

for international flights into Chile and supplies regular flights to Punta Arenas (IATA: PUQ). We have 

the capacity to advise you on the best route according to your preferences, but your local travel agent 

will best be able to book these flights for you. IMPORTANT: please DO NOT book your 

international flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status 

of the tour.

 
Rockjumper Birding Ltd 

c/o Summit Trust Mauritius Limited 

Labourdonnais Village 

Mapou 

Mauritius 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
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