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Journey through the Southwest Pacific where a variety of experiences await the intrepid explorer, perfect 

for those with a keen interest in rare birds, history, colourful cultures, exotic marine life and at the other 

end of the adventure spectrum, laid back enough for those who simply want to explore pristine white 

sandy beaches on remote Pacific Islands. Join us on a journey that has become famous in birding circles 

as a ‘must do' voyage searching for some of the rarest seabirds in the world. The itinerary affectionately 

known by birders as the ‘WPO' has now evolved to include a number of intriguing new locations 

appealing to all expeditioners. 

 

This voyage takes us from the temperate waters of New Zealand's Hauraki Gulf to the tropical seas of 

Papua New Guinea. Along the way we will observe how vegetation and wildlife adapt to the gradual 

change in climate as we explore pristine forests. We will also learn about the culture and history of the 

people who call these scattered islands home. Lazy days at sea are best spent relaxing with a good book 

or patrolling the decks on the lookout for wildlife. The expedition will be accompanied by some of the 

best pelagic birding guides in the world, several who have travelled this route many times and are keen 

to share their extensive knowledge of the birds in this region. There will be plenty of opportunities ashore 

to immerse yourself in local village life, visit historic sites, wander through verdant forests, join an early 

morning bird excursion, snorkel colourful reefs and swim on deserted beaches. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Departure from Tauranga (south of Auckland New Zealand) 

Day 2 Hauraki Gulf 

Days 3 & 4 At Sea 

Day 5 Norfolk Island 

Day 6 At sea en route to New Caledonia 

Day 7 New Caledonia 

Day 8 The Loyalty Islands, New Caledonia 

Days 9 to 10 At Sea 

Day 11 Santa Ana, Solomon Islands 

Day 12 Anuta Island in the Makira Group 

Day 13 Honiara 

Day 14 Santa Isabel Region, Barora Fa Island & Poru Channel 

Day 15 Kolombangara Island 

Day 16 Shortland Islands 

Day 17 Off the coast of New Ireland 

Day 18 Kokopo/Rabaul, Papua New Guinea 
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TOUR MAP… 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Departure from Tauranga (south of 

Auckland, New Zealand).  After meeting in 

Tauranga, we will transfer to our ship and home 

for the next few weeks, the ‘Spirit of Enderby’. 

Here the captain and expedition team will be 

awaiting your arrival to greet you and show you 

to your cabin. You will have the opportunity to 

unpack before exploring the ship and meeting 

your fellow expeditioners. After formal 

introductions to the team followed by some 

safety briefings, we plan to set sail in the late 

afternoon.   

 

Day 2: Hauraki Gulf.  We arrive early this 

morning in the Hauraki Gulf and plan to start the 

day near the Mokohinau Islands looking for Blue 

Noddy (Grey Ternlet), which is regularly present here. Other birds that we might encounter include 

Common Diving Petrel, Fluttering and Buller’s Shearwaters, Australasian Gannet and possibly Little 

Penguin. Later in the morning we will head to an area where we have had considerable success finding 

the recently rediscovered and critically endangered New Zealand Storm Petrel, and we will possibly 

chum or use fish oil to hopefully attract these dainty little birds. Other species in the vicinity include 

White-faced Storm Petrel, Gould’s, Black-winged, White-necked, Grey-faced, Great-winged (of the 

local gouldi race), Tahiti and Black Petrels. This evening, as we cruise up the east coast of the North 

Island, we will undoubtedly be accompanied by some albatrosses with possibilities including Campbell, 

Shy, Buller’s and Wandering. 

 

Days 3 & 4: At Sea.  We are at sea heading north 

to Norfolk Island. We will take the opportunity 

to offer some lectures or presentations on seabird 

identification as well as briefings on what we can 

reasonably expect to see once ashore on the 

island. Species that have previously been 

encountered on this leg include Grey-faced, 

Black-winged, Kermadec and White-necked 

Petrels. Both Wedge-tailed and Short-tailed 

Shearwaters have also been recorded, as have 

White-bellied and White-faced Storm Petrels. 

Other possibilities include White Tern and the 

beautiful and elegant Red-tailed Tropicbird.      

 

Day 5: Norfolk Island.  Before or as we land 

here we will have to clear Australian Customs. 

(Please check whether you require an Australian visa as otherwise you might have to spend the day 

aboard!) Norfolk Island was a former Penal Colony and the island has been significantly modified; 

Norfolk Gerygone by Adam Riley 

New Zealand Storm Petrel by John Graham 
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however, there are still some areas of forest where we will spend the best part of the day. Our three target 

species here are the endemic Norfolk Island Parakeet, Slender-billed White-eye and Norfolk Gerygone.  

 Sadly, the White-bellied White-eye appears 

to have followed several other endemics and is 

now considered to be extinct. Other birds 

recorded here include Pacific Robin, Pacific 

Emerald Dove and Grey Fantail. If time allows, 

we also plan to visit the seabird colony at Rocky 

Point where we can expect to see Black Noddies, 

White Terns and Red-tailed Tropicbirds.  

Alternatively, we can wander the island’s 

Botanic Gardens to appreciate the last refuge of 

the lush forest that once covered the island in its 

entirety. We may also choose to explore the 

northern part of the coastline and climb to the 

hilltop monument of Captain Cook, which 

overlooks the stunning coastline he explored in 

1774. Later we will experience the hospitality 

for which Norfolk Islanders are renowned as we 

become acquainted with the settlement of Burnt Pine, home to restaurants specialising in fresh produce, 

artisans’ markets and quaint pubs. By late afternoon, we will bid Norfolk farewell and begin cruising 

north. The birding will continue from the ship and we will be on the look-out for White-bellied Storm 

Petrel, Providence Petrel and Little Shearwater – all of which we have seen in these waters. 

 

Day 6: At sea en route to New Caledonia.  At sea heading north, we cross a large underwater sea mount. 

This is an extremely productive area for seabirds, including Tahiti, Kermadec, White-necked and Great-

winged Petrels. Here we also have a chance to see Polynesian Storm Petrels. 

 

Day 7: New Caledonia.  This small and tropical 

emerald island in the heart of the Pacific Ocean 

is located just above the Tropic of Capricorn. A 

taste of France in the Pacific, here Melanesian 

traditions blend with French sophistication. 

Unlike its neighbouring volcanic islands, New 

Caledonia is a fragment of an ancient continent 

that drifted about 60 million years ago off the 

supercontinent of Gondwana, which included 

Australia and Antarctica. New Caledonia’s 

subsequent isolation protected it from certain 

developments and destructions, and explains 

both the extent of its biodiversity and the 

incredible levels of the island’s endemism. New 

Caledonia is also surrounded by the world's 

largest enclosed lagoon – canyons and caves, 

exquisite coral, exquisite tropical fish, turtles, sea snakes and sharks await discovery in the tranquil 

waters. 

Barred Honeyeater by Adam Riley 

Tahiti Petrel by Jonathan Rossouw 
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Today we have a very early start in order to make the 

most of our limited time here (wake up is 3.15am for breakfast 

before hitting the road!) Our destination is the fantastic Parc 

de la Rivière Bleue National Park. Located 60 kilometres from 

Noumea, the provincial park of the Blue River occupies an 

area of 9 045 hectares, its purpose to protect and conserve the 

natural heritage, provide recreation, education and scientific 

research facilities. The park is home to many bird species 

including New Caledonia's national bird, the fabulous Kagu, a 

unique and monotypic species found nowhere else on Earth. 

Other birds we will look for here include Barred and Crow 

Honeyeater (the latter now very rare), Horned and Red-

crowned Parakeets, the beautiful Cloven-feathered Dove, 

Goliath Imperial Pigeon, Yellow-bellied Robin and Southern 

Shrikebill, the recently split South Melanesian and also New 

Caledonian Cuckooshrikes, New Caledonian Goshawk and 

lovely Red-throated Parrotfinch. Thereafter we will return to 

our vessel and bid ‘au revoir’ to the mainland as we navigate 

the spectacular turquoise channels south of New Caledonia, 

keeping a lookout for more seabirds including Fairy Tern. 

 

Day 8: The Loyalty Islands, New Caledonia New Caledonia.  The sparsely populated Loyalty Islands 

are two of the most spectacular islands in the New Caledonia archipelago. Crystal clear water laps at 

expansive white sand beaches, while the underwater world beckons with its vibrant fish and coral reefs. 

Here we can enjoy a glimpse into the Kanak way of life, which retains its authenticity on these remote 

islands. Our schedule this morning is flexible to make the most of the opportunities available. These may 

including snorkelling the turquoise lagoons and coral reefs, walking in the forest, exploring the 

mangroves by Zodiac, or meeting the locals to experience some Kanak culture. This afternoon we will 

depart for the Solomon Islands. 

 

Days 9 to 10: At sea.  We will be able to enjoy 

these leisurely days at sea. Options include 

relaxing in the ship’s bar, catching up with your 

notes, some reading in the library, or whatever 

you desire. If you have brought your laptop with 

you, there will be time to download and edit 

photos while they are still fresh in your mind. 

We will also be keeping a daylight pelagic watch 

for both birds and cetaceans; and, while the sea 

birding is generally not as intense as further 

south, it is nevertheless equally enjoyable and 

rewarding. One species we will particularly be 

keeping our eyes open for is the Polynesian 

Storm Petrel, and in previous years we have had 

good success with this bird off the New 

Caledonian coastline. In recent years, we have 

Collared Petrel by Jonathan Rossouw 

Cloven-feathered Dove on New Caledonia  

by David Hoddinott 
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also seen and photographed Band-rumped Storm Petrel on this leg, a species that was previously not 

considered to be present in the South West Pacific! Other possibilities include Collared and Tahiti Petrels, 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Red-footed Booby, White-tailed Tropicbird and both Great and Lesser 

Frigatebirds.   

 

Day 11: Santa Ana, Solomon Islands.  Today we expect that a 

large number of local villagers will welcome us to the small 

coral island of Santa Ana at the south-eastern tip of the Solomon 

Islands archipelago. Measuring just 5.6km long by 4.5km wide, 

the island has three villages and a population of approximately 

3 500 people. As visitors to Santa Ana are rare, our visit will be 

particularly significant, attracting an impressive traditional 

welcome involving colourful warriors, music and rhythmic 

dancing. Once formalities are completed, enthusiastic children 

will be keen to show off their home as they escort us around the 

village. Exquisite wooden carvings and artefacts crafted by the 

artisans of Santa Ana – who are famous throughout the region – 

will be available for purchase if you wish to make a welcome 

contribution to the local economy. Depending on sea conditions, 

we may be able to go snorkelling at the reef edge that borders 

the main lagoon or stretch our legs on a walk across the island 

to visit the other settlements.   

 

Day 12: Anuta Island in the Makira Group.  Makira Island is 

located in the eastern Solomons and is the most easterly of the 

archipelago’s main islands, covering an area of almost 3 100km². A mountain range runs through the 

centre of the island, while the harbour at Kirakira is considered to be the best in the Solomon Islands. 

We anchor close to Anuta and local guides escort us 

along a disused forestry road that winds up and inland where 

there are still some good pockets of bush. Here we can 

reasonably expect to see an exciting range of new species 

including many that are either endemic to Makira or otherwise 

only occur on a few other islands. These include the endemic 

Sooty Myzomela, White-collared Monarch, White-mottled 

Flowerpecker, White-headed Fruit Dove and Rufous Fantail. 

Other species could include Red-knobbed and Chestnut-bellied 

Imperial Pigeons, Singing and Metallic Starlings, Brahminy 

Kite, Pied Goshawk, Pacific Baza and Sanford's Sea Eagle. We 

will enjoy the hospitality of the people in the nearby Anuta 

Village before departing for Honiara. 

 

Day 13: Honiara Island.  We anchor off Honiara, capital of the 

Solomon Islands, and birders will take an early morning 

excursion to nearby Mount Austin. Birds that might be seen 

include Barred and White-bellied Cuckooshrikes, Black-bellied 

and Makira Cicadabirds, Brown-winged and Singing Starlings, Eclectus Parrot (male) 

 by Jonathan Rossouw 

Finsch’s Pygmy Parrot by Adam Riley 
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Long-tailed Myna, Chestnut-bellied and Solomons Monarch, Steel-blue Flycatcher, White-mottled 

Flowerpecker, Olive-backed Sunbird and Black-headed Myzomela. There should also be numbers of 

parrots and pigeons including Yellow-bibbed Lory, Singing and Eclectus Parrots, Finsch’s Pygmy Parrot, 

Broad-crested Corella, Red-knobbed Imperial Pigeon and Claret-breasted Fruit Dove.  

The remainder of the group will enjoy a tour of Honiara, 

the capital of the Solomon Islands, which hugs the northern coast 

of the island of Guadalcanal. Government House (now home to 

the National Art Gallery), the Botanical Gardens, a number of 

World War II relics and monuments, and the colourful local 

markets make this a fascinating day. As we sail from Honiara we 

also have a reasonable chance of seeing Tropical Shearwater.  

 

Day 14: Santa Isabel Region, Barora Fa Island, Poru Channel.  
Today we will enjoy a full day exploring Santa Isabel and its 

surrounding islands, said to be some of the most picturesque in the 

entire Solomon Islands archipelago. We will be off to an early 

start in the Zodiacs exploring the inlets and reef systems of the 

spectacular Poru Channel, which winds its way between Barora 

Fa Island and Ghebira Island. We plan to land on Vakao Island 

where there will be a chance to stretch our legs as we explore the 

island’s verdant rainforest looking for birds and other wildlife.  

After lunch back aboard the ship, we will then head out 

again to choose a spot to while away the afternoon. Options 

include snorkelling, strolling through the forest to admire the 

tropical vegetation and search for unique forest birds, or simply relax on the white sandy beach with a 

book. For those who opt for some birding, possibilities include 

Red-capped Myzomela, White-billed Crow, Solomons 

Cuckooshrike, Solomons Monarch and Yellow-throated 

White-eye. This evening we will depart for Kolombangara. 

 

Day 15: Kolombangara Island.  Kolombangara Island is a 

dormant/semi-extinct volcano, 1 800m high and last active 

probably 10 000 years ago, located in the Western Province of 

the Solomon Islands. We plan to land at the settlement of Ringi 

Cove. Today provides the opportunity to do some walking and 

head up into the hills of the Imbu Rano Conservation Area. 

This area was initiated by the elders of Kolombangara who 

decided that logging of indigenous forests 400m above sea 

level would be stopped, including on both custom and common 

land. Below the 400m mark a sustainable forestry industry of 

exotic timbers has been established, growing mainly teak and 

eucalyptus. We will travel to the lodge at the gateway of the 

reserve, which provides an uninterrupted view of the enormous 

forested crater of Kolombangara (the extinct volcano after 

which the island is named). We will then be escorted by guides 

while walking through the dense forest to some picturesque 
Claret-breasted Fruit Dove by 

Jonathan Rossouw 

Barred Cuckooshrike by Adam Riley 
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waterfalls and grottos. Birdlife will be plentiful and we hope to see the spectacular Sanford’s Sea Eagle 

and hopefully even the elusive Roviana Rail. Other possibilities include Metallic and Singing Starlings, 

Cardinal, Duchess and Meek’s Lorikeets, Solomons (Ducorps’) Cockatoo, Kolombangara and White-

Capped Monarchs, Crimson-rumped Myzomela, Blyth’s Hornbill, Superb and Claret-breasted Fruit 

Doves, Red-Knobbed Imperial Pigeon, Steel-blue Flycatcher, North Melanesian and Barred 

Cuckooshrikes, and Kolombangara (Solomon) White-eye.  

In the afternoon there will be time 

to enjoy a refreshing dip in the sea as we 

snorkel off the beach before our departure. 

In past voyages we have encountered 

cetaceans as we sail these waters over the 

New Britain Trench, so all eyes will be 

scanning the seas for the tell-tale signs of 

whale blows and leaping dolphins. Birders 

will also want to keep a lookout for 

Heinroth’s Shearwater, which also patrols 

this area.  

 

Day 16: Shortland Islands.  History plays 

an integral part of the expedition today as 

we explore the rarely-visited Shortland 

Islands. This archipelago is rich in culture 

and local history as well as playing a major 

role in the Battle of the Pacific during 

World War II, when the Japanese established a seaplane base with 5 000 men here in 1942. Today we 

will have the opportunity to learn more about the impact of World War II on this area and the Pacific in 

general as we spend the morning exploring remote atolls and local settlements. Of particular interest will 

be the site of the Japanese base at the south-eastern tip of Shortland Island. If time permits, we may also 

take the Zodiacs out to visit outlying islands before we return to the Spirit of Enderby. 

 

Day 17: Off the coast of New Ireland.  To the 

northeast of mainland Papua New Guinea lies the 

mysterious and beautiful New Ireland Province, 

with New Ireland being the long narrow island north 

of New Britain. We will spend the day off the coast 

of New Ireland searching for our main target bird, 

the range-restricted Beck’s Petrel. We will again 

spend time chumming and cruising in the hope of 

seeing this special species. Other birds we should 

encounter include Wedge-tailed and Streaked 

Shearwaters, and possibly Grey-backed Tern. This 

is another area where a number of different species 

of cetaceans have been seen including Melon-

headed Whale.   

 

Solomons (Ducorps’s) Cockatoo by Jonathan Rossouw 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater by Adam Riley 
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Day 18: Kokopo/Rabaul, Papua New Guinea.  Early this morning we will disembark in Kokopo. 

Surrounded by coconut and cocoa plantations, this township became the capital of East New Britain after 

the 1994 eruptions of volcanoes Tavurvur and Vulcan. A transfer to a centrally located hotel or the 

Kokopo/Rabaul airport will conclude your voyage.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: If you are leaving Kokopo/Rabaul today, to allow time for disembarkation procedures 

we recommend any domestic or international flights are not booked until after midday. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT INFORMATION below. 

 

This includes: 

 All pre/post cruise transfers; 

 All onboard meals and accommodations; 

 All expedition shore excursions; and 

 Services of expedition leaders. 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

 ANY flights; 

 Visa fees and travel insurance;  

 Drinks; and 

 Special gratuities, phone calls, laundry and all other items of a personal nature. 

 

Please contact the Rockjumper office for further information. Furthermore it is essential to contact the 

Rockjumper office for specifics regarding the booking conditions for this tour.  

 

Please note: The cruise costs are subject to major foreign exchange fluctuations and unforeseen 

increases in tour related costs (especially the price of fuel) and may have to be adjusted as a result. 

You will be notified by email if fuel surcharges or other price adjustments need to be implemented. 

Furthermore, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary due to unforeseen circumstances, 

but please be aware that we will attempt to stick as close to the original program as possible.  

 

Please note: 

 The above schedule is approximate and depends upon sea conditions and other factors. 

 Rockjumper have taken an allotment on this cruise rather than chartering the cruise in entirety. 

We cannot therefore predict the number of Rockjumper participants that will be aboard the ship 

and therefore the number of Rockjumper guides. Furthermore, Rockjumper will need a minimum 

of 10 participants aboard in order to send out a Rockjumper leader to accompany our guests on 

this cruise. Any number less than 10 means that we will not have one of our leaders aboard. 

Regardless, there will be a professional expedition leader aboard (not necessarily an expert birder) 

and he will have assistant leaders with him.  

 

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will depart from the Tauranga (south of Auckland) 

New Zealand, on the afternoon/early evening of day 1. The tour should conclude by early morning (sea 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/southwest-pacific-odyssey-2017
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conditions can affect this time) on day 18 at Rabaul Airport, Papua New Guinea. The above information 

in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure information will be 

sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially confirmed. If you wish 

to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper 

office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Auckland International Airport (IATA: AKL) is the main port of entry for international flights into New 

Zealand and is well serviced by all of the world’s major airlines. From here there are regular connections 

to Tauranga, where the cruise departs from. The cruise will end at Rabaul Airport (IATA: RAB), Papua 

New Guinea, from where daily flights leave for Port Moresby to allow you to connect with your 

international flights home. We have the capacity to advise you on the best route according to your 

preferences, but your local travel agent will best be able to book these flights for you. However, please 

DO NOT book your international flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for 

confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 
Rockjumper Birding Ltd 

C/o Summit Trust Mauritius Limited 

Labourdonnais Village 

Mapou 

Mauritius 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 
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