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Top ten birds of the trip as votedfor by the Participants:

1. Ocellated Tapaculo 6. Blue-andyellow Macaw
2. Rainbowbearded Thornbill 7. Redruffed Fruitcrow
3. Multicolored Tanager 8. Sungrebe

4. Fiery Topaz 9. Buffy Helmetcrest

5. Swordbilled Hummingbird 10. White-capped Dipper

Tour Summary

This was one again a fantastic trip across the lemgthd b r e a d t h birdidstnaioh.e wor | d 0 s

Highlights were many and included everything from tasHy FieryTopazs and Guianar€ock-of-
the-Rocksof the Mitu lowlands to the spectacular Rainbb@aded Thornbills and Buff{Helmetcrests

of the windswept highlands. In betwee®vre visited jusibout every type of habitat that it is possible to
bird in Colombia ad shared many special momertke diminutive Lanceolated Monklet that perched
above us as we sheltered from the rain aPiha Reserve, thehowy Ochrebreasted Antpitta we
stumbled aross at an antswarm at Las Tangaras Reserve, the Ocellated Tapaculo (voted bird of the
trip) that paraded in front afsat Rio Blancoand the male Vermilion Cardinah all his crimson

glory, that we enjoyed in the Guajira desert on the final mornirigeotrip. If you like seeing lots of

birds, lots of specidles, lots of endemics and enjbyrding in some of the most stunning scenery on
earth then this trip is pretty unbeatable.

The Tour in Detall

The trip started in the eastern Andes near Boguatarewe
quickly found our first endemic when a pair of Silvery
throated Spinetails showed well just after dawn.tiém
moved on and brief stop in the Paranweas very productivie
addingGreat Sapphirewing/NVhite-chinned Thistletail, Rufous
Wren, Golde-fronted Whitestart, Slaty Brushfinclsolden
crowned Tanager, Blukacked Conebildnd Blackheaded
Hemispingus

After this, we dropped down to the temperate forest
zone and were pleased to quickdgate one of our main
targets- a superb group of Brawbreasted Parakedtew in
and begarfleeding an some flowering treesght in front of us.
We thenadded some showy Bladklled Mountain Toucans
and Northem Mountain Caciqueswhile ather species
encountered included Andean Teahdean Siskinsevera
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soaring BlackchestedBuzzardEagles a superb mal&oldenheaded QuetzalPalebellied Tapaculo
anda selection of hummerscluding Mountain VelvetbreasBlue-throated Starfrontlet, both
Copperybellied and Glowing Pufflegs and sevesgatch of Pur@-backed Thornbiland Whitebelied
Woodstar We also encountered sevegatéatmixed flocks which helé good mix of Andeaspecies
includingPearled Treerunner, Streaked Tuftedcheek, a pgsa
of Strongbilled Woodcreepers, Whithroated, White
bandedand Blackcapped Vrannulets, Smoky Bush Tyrant,
both Rufousbreasted and BrowbackedChatTyrants Red
crested CotingaSuperciliaried Hemispingus andooded,
Scarletbellied and Bif-breasted Mountaifianagers

In the afternooywe made another stop the Paramo )
and were very successiullocating abrief Bronzetailed
Thornbill and we followed this with a rather obliging
Rufousbrowed Conehbill.
In the lateafternoonwe visited a marsh wheree enjoyed
good views of Bogota Rail and also addediéanDuck, a
few commoner her@ American Coot, a couple of Noble
Snipe Yelow-hooded Blackbirds, Grasslryellow-finches

and a surprise Yellowilled Cuckoo- quietly feeding in a
hedgerow. Black-bellied Thorntail by Trev or Ellery

The next morningwe had a very early start and then
trundled @wn the eastern Andes to the Llanos gateway town
of Villacincencio. A quick early morning roadside stop
producedur onlyCliff Flycatches of the trip while we
also adde®Bareeyed Thruk, Swallow Tanager and Crested
OropendolaWe then headed to the &sit but not before
another unscheduled stop at a spectacular fruiting tree added
hordes of Volaceous Jaysome obliging Speckled
Chachadcas a Wedgebilled Woodcreepeand our first
Yellow-tufted Woodpeckers

Our morning in the forest was to be qusteductive
and we enjoyed good views of Whiteinned Jaamar,
Doubletoothed Kite, Amazonian Trogon, Gilded Barbet,
bothLettered and Chestatared Aracag Scaled Piculet
Buff-throated Woodcreeper, Plain Antvireo, Yelkianowed
Tody-Flycatchey Pectoal Sparrow a showy Regtained
Woodpeckeanda skulking Blackfaced Antbird We then
made a short side trip to a nearby site which bheidique
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combinaion of Orinoco Goose and Hoatzalong with bonuglack-throated Antbird and Lesser
Kiskadeepeforeheadingto the airport for out flight.

Our flight was on time and after dumping our stuff in the
Hotel, we were off to the always productive Urania. Here we
managed to locateoth Black and Rethroated Caracaraa brief
group of Redfan Parrots and mice set oEhowyAmazonian
Antshrike, Amazoniais t r eaked antdwChbrosj
Amazonian Inezia all seen from pretty much the same spot. A
fruiting tree heldYellow-crested ManakinFlamecrested
Tanager, Yellowbellied Dacnisand Rufousbellied Eiphonia
while nearbytall trees produceseveral Whitebrowed
Purpletuts and Spangled Cotingas. Overhdackater Yellow

rumped, Shortailed and Neotropical Palm Swifts. As the light
was fading weadded a tiny RustfrontedTody-Flycatcherand
we finished the day with botBiommon and Shottiled
Nighthawkson the drive back. Golden-headed Manakin by

Trevor Ellery
Our first full day at Mtu was spent at BocotonTaail. This quiclky produced a rather smart male
Black-bellied Thorntailand we followed this with Amethyst WoodstardaGlitteringthroated
Emerald.In the endwe were to spend the entire day on the trail and we racked up an impressive list of
species. Blaclellied Cuckoo was seen well we came across
Several Greefbacked Trgons,and we managedracetriple of
Yellow-billed, Paradise and Great Jacasa#mn early Spotted
Puffbird was followed by great loslata couple of Pied
Puffbirds and we also found@hestnuWoodpeckerParrot
action included our first looks &obaltwinged Parakeetsvhile
both SoutherMMealy Amazon an®lack-headed Parravere
also seen. One of our main targets had been-Getigd
Antbird and we ejoyed good looks at this locaéid species. We
di dndét anddupingthéday vee picked up Grayerk
Warbling and Whitecheeked Antbirds and both Grey a®jpot
backed Antwrens. Flycatchers were represented by Veked
Tody-tyrant and bottusky-chested and Yellosthroaed
Flycatchers. A vocaCitron-bellied Attilagave brief views and
we managetboks atScreaming Pihawhile, of the several
Pompadour Cotingase sawthe full male was clearly the most

Fasciated Antshrike by Trevor ) _ ) ) _
Ellery appreciated. We halminor Manakirfest managing to find

Saffroncrested Tyrant, Bluerowned, Whitecrowned and
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Black. Brown-headed Greenletere somewhat elusive but eventually seen well and we also added
both Green and Olive Oropebplas, Paradise, Masked adgatrumped Tanagersamlot hschi | do s
Grosheak.

Our second day veaspent aCeimaCachivera. Firstlywe
spent some considerahtime at a fruiting treevhich attracted
Many-banded AracariMagpie Fulvouscrested, Turquoise,
GreenandGold, Yellow-bellied, Masked an@palcrowned
Tanages, Slatecolored Grosbeak angderhaps best of ath
White-bellied Dacnis- a rare and erratispecies. We also had
a couple of fly oveKing Vultures, a flushed Blackish Nightja
- which was then seemell perchedand some moreummers
including ReddistHermit, Forktailed Woodnympland Pale
tailed BarbthroatHiking in the forest added Whifeonted
Nunbird,a couple of Orinoco Piculets and a pair of Little
Woodpeckers. Plenty of Scarlet Macaws flew through and
also found ashowyFasciated Antshrike, botbusky and
Yellow-browed Antbirdsa vocal Wingbarred Pipritesand

the highlight formany, several male Guianan CoaK-the-
Rock. A male Westerstriped Manakirshowed brieflywhile Fiery Topaz by Trevor Ellery
good looks aRuddytailed Flycatcher, Chastit-crowned

Beard, Coraya Wren and Epaulet Oriadended &f a great day.

On our third daywe made a very elgrstart and were at a
well-known stakeout bydawn, where we enjoyed fantastic
views of several maahcel ardunde r y T ¢
in front of us. A kery-tailed Awlbill was a bonus and we
followed this with a Tawmpufted Toucanetwhich we
scopedn the canopyWe then spent much of the morning
birding a very productive trail. First up wasery obliging
male Black Bshbird which not only allowed greatews

but even allowed itself to be photographed. A skulking pair
of Eastern Woodhaunters folled and we also managed to
find Slendetbilled Xenops and Amazonidvarred
WoodcreeperWe ran ino some mixed flocksvhich held

both Duskythroated and Cinereous Antshrikeghile our
Antwren haul consisted &tufoustailed, Moustached,
White-flanked, ad Longwinged. A maleBlack-headed
Antbird showed superbly and we added Ruftaited

Azure-naped Jay by Trevor Ellery
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Flatbill andWhite-breasted Wood Wrenvhile a Chestnutapped Puffbird on the walk back was a real
highlight. The afternoon was spent birding a few different trasich produced Pailbellied Mourner,
a very obliging Rustyreasted Nunlet aral surprise Spectacled Othlat was out hunting before dusk.

The next dayegan with arearly morning boat ridevhich
allowed us superb views Blandtailed Nighhawks as they
hawkedoverheadn the early morning gloom. Wellowed |
this with some nice vies of Amazonian Umbrellabirds and
then just as we were disembarkirgsurprise Sungrebe wa
spotted leading to much jubilatiorilhe morning continued
with ahigh-quality theme as we soon enjoyed a confiding
group ofAzure-naped Jaysve also found pair of Bronzy
Jacamars and then topped thingswith extended views of
a couple of Tiny Hawks a species which can often be
secretive. A group dDrangecheeked Parrodashedast
and we adde®livaceous and Sdight-billed Woodcreepers,
Plainrwinged Antshrikea flighty Rufouscapped Antthrush
Black-chinned Antbirdanda singingChestnutbelled )
SeedfinchWe made some detours during the retusat Little Hawk by Trevor Ellery
journey, which allowed pait blank views of a pair of
Blackishrgrey Antshriks, followed by some handsome Whitanded Swallows and a shorellDeab-
water TyrantAfter lunch a short spell of birding in the town added Redllied Macaw ana very
showyPointtailed PalmcreepeWe then made a second visitltlvania where we managegbod
‘ views of more Amazoniabmbrellabirdsandan obliging
pair of Plumbeous Euphonias

Our final morning in the Mitu area was spenCaima
Cachiverawhere we added ®\azonian Motmot, a pair of
- Scalebreasted WoodpeckgrSpotwinged Antshrike,

2 White-plumed and Scalbacked AntbirdsGreyish Mourner
anda skulking Musician Wren. We then returned to Bogota
after a somewhat delayed flight.

We had a final morning in the Bogota area before our
flight north to the Cerulean Warbler Reseri@st, we
visited a marsh on the edge of the city where we enjoyed
good | ooks at 3BubtmpicalaradiboandWr e n ,
Spotflanked Gallinule We also found a range of commoner
speciesincludingPiedbilled Grebe Barefaced Ibis, Purple
and @mmon Gallinulesnd a hunting MerlinwWe finished

White-mantled Barbet by Trevor Ellery
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the morning at nearby cloud forest reserve where the main ta@Gtierrbellied Starfrontlet
performed well on the feedei®ther hummers that were visiting includ@dff-tailed Coronet,
Codllared Inca, Tourmaline Sunangel aBtbwing Puffleg A little birding along the entrance track was
very productive as we foulWhite-throated Toucaet, Z Vg

Plushcap and both Moustached and fralped
Brushfinches. We then came across a greaed flock
which held Cinnamon Flycatchekshy-throated Bush
Tanagera nice hatrick of Black-capped, Blacleared and
Superciliaried Hemispinguses, Capped Conenitl best of
all, a Striped Treehunterwhich showed brieflybut well.

and spent the adtnoon driving to the reserve, managarg
short roadside stopThisproduced Redumped
Woodpeckerthe nearendemidBar-crested Antshrike]et
Antbird, Sootyheaded TyrannuleLong-tailed Tyrant,
Black-bellied Wren and aiceselection of migrant
American Warblers.

Our first day in the Cerulean Warbler reserve started in thi ~ Laughing Falcon by Trevor Ellery
gardenwhere we quickly found two endersjd urquoise DacniandIndigo-capped Hummingbird
Other hummers ahe feeders included Green herniitown Violetar, Crowned Woodnymph, Andean
Emerald andGreencrowned Brilliant We thenspent much fothe day birding th€offee plantations
below the reserve. ighlights were many but included another endemic hummingBhdstnutbellied
Y - at another set of feedggood if brief, views of the
endemi ¢ Ni cand goeatdooks atgnoupeonthree
endemic Whitemantled BarbetsThe supporting cast
included Striped Cuckqd/iolet-bellied Hummingbird,
several Olivacess Piculets, Goldenlive, Spotbreasted,
Redcrowned and Linated Woog@eckersandour first
Orangechinned Parakeets and Blheaded Parrot&Ve also
had good looks d@he nar endemic Spectacled Parrotlet and
a showy Askorowed Spinetail and added bd&bcoaand
Streakheaded Woodcreepers. Flycatchers incluSliede-
headedl ody-Flycatcherand asuprise Whitethroated
Spadebilj while a Brightrumped Attila was also rather
obliging. We also found several key specieluding
Yellow-browedShrikeVireo, Rufousnaped Geenlet,
Specklebreasted Wren {dhe endemicolombianus
Chestnutfronted Macaws by Trevor subspecies)ral a couple of Whiteared Conebills. As

Ellery
Rockjumper Birding Tours w
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always the coffee plantations wessvarming with alarge selection of boreal migraniscluding
several Cerulean Warblers, Balbre Orioles andplentiful Rosebreasted Grosbeaklanagers were
represented by Plaicoloured, Whiteshouldered, Speckled, Scrub and Guindile other highlights
included Yellowtailed Oriole, Hookbilled Kite,
Yellow-tufted Dacnisanda selection ofeedeaters
including Grey and both Largeailled and Thickbilled
Seedfinchse. For manythis was one of the best dagf
the trip andwe rounded it offwith an obliging Tropical
Screech Owl in the lodge garden ‘

The next morning involved predawn hike up to the
forest andalthough we got very closee only
managed to hear and not see a Cinnamon Screech
We thenspent some time at some sdedderswhere
all enjoyed good views of a LingguailDove, Grey
cheeked ThrushChestnutcapped Brustiinch and a
couple ofvery brief Gorgeted Wood QuailNext to the
seed feeders were some hummer feeadreh held the endemic Black laalong with Booted

Rackettail andSpeckled HummingbirdNe then spent the rest of the danding the forest where we
foundCollared Togon, Crimsorrumped Toucane§potted Barbtail, Montane, Buffonted and

Lineated Foliagegleaners, Streaked and a surprise Plain Xenops, Bac#ed, Olivebadked and

Montane Woodcreepers aadnuch appreciated Brawbilled Scythebill We had both mixed canopy
andunderstoreylocks, and these producedhiform Antshrike Slatyand Rufous u mped Amnat wr er
skul king pair of t hRElumbeodszomned andRufodbwed Syradnuldtsh i r d
Variegated Bristle Tyrant, Goldeminged

Manakin, Inca JayThreestriped Warbler,

Common BushBlue-winged MountainGolden
andMetallic-greenTanagers and Black Hawk

Eagle whichwas seen overhead

American Pygmy Kingfisher by Trevor Ellery

We had ondinal morning to lird the lower
elevation coffee ane below the Cerulean

Reseve before making the long drive south to
Paujil. We managed to pick up a number of new
speciewith perhaps pride of place going to
DoublebandedGreytail which we eventually
found after much searching. We also added
Collared AracariBrown-capped Tyrannat,

Black-headed TodyFlycatcher by Trevor Ellery
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Scrub Greenlet, Golderumped Euphonia, Blaegtriped Sparrow, Colombian Chaclaah andGrey
headed Tanager

The journey tdPaujilwas enlivened with a few roadside
birds including our firstBlack-bellied Whistling Ducks, a

Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Blackcapped Donacobs, Norther
Screamerand Ruddybreasted Seedeatdihefinal part of the
journey along alirt trackis always productiveand we managed
to addCrested Bobwhite, RufescentgTe r and Ca,pp
Yellow-crowned and Orang&ingedAmazons, Chestntftonted
Macaw,Pied WateiTyrantand Whiteheaded Marsh Tyrant

Our full day atPaujilbegan around the clearinghere we soon
enjoyed superb views of the female Bhi#ed Curasow that
has become habituated/e followed this with a nice perched
American Pygmy Kingfishema Blackheaded Tody-lycatcher
and our first Blackchested JaydVe then headed to the tew '
where we found several Barred Puffbirdsypeda Citron- Lineated Woodpecker by Trevor
throatedToucanand enjoyegoint blank views of Fulvous Ellery
vented Euphoniand Golderhooded TanageMuch of the rest of the morning was spent walkimg
trails and this produceBuff-throatedroliagegleaner, Plaifbrown Woodreeper, Black Antshrike,
Barecrownedand Chestnubacked Antbird, Yellow Tyrannulet, Southernedtbill, Blacknbilled
Flycatcher and a couple of Puryitegoated Fruitcrows

In the afternoon we crossed the rivehere we found Whitevhiskered Puffbirdand Lesser
Greenletand upon our returive had good views of the male Blb#led Curassow that had been
absent for much of the day.

Our day finished at the hummer feedevhere we
found Rufousbreasted Henit, Shininggreen
Hummingbird and Bluehested Hummingbird and we
tried a spot of Owvihg, which resulted irilight views ofa
Black-andwhite Owl andsuperb views of a perched
Choco Screech Owl

Ourfinal morning atPaujilwas spent walking the road
where we foundekking Stripe-throated Herms, White-

tailed Trogon, a very obliginBroad-billed Motmot and
Yellow-throated Toucan. A couple of Bhamdyellow
Macaws which perched up to dry after a rain shower

were later voted as one of the birds of the trip and we also
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had goodperchedviews ofRedlored Amazon. The understey producedlack-crowned Antshrike,
Checkerthroated Antwrena skulking SoutherNightingaleWrenand best of all a couple of groups
of the endemic Sooty Ant Tanagé&rs we returned to the lodge couple of Russetrowned Crakes
were glimpsed by somand we alsodund Bicolored AntbirdRussetwinged Schiffornisanda
Beautiful Woodpecker a speciesvhich had been eluding ug
for much of our stayThe drve out was broken up with a
brief stop which added Yellowchinned Spinetajland we
arrived at Rio Claro bgusk.

We spent the morning at Rio Clatarding a flat trail where
we eventually found some obliging GrelgeekedNunlets
We alsoaddedour first Rufoustailed Jacamaaind aDot-
winged Antwren

We thentransferredd the main part of Rio Clayo
where wefound Tawny-crested and Duskfaced Tanagers, |8
Palebellied Hermit Pacific AntwrenBay Wren and after
some searchin@ pair of Antioquia Bristle Tyrant$n the
afternoon weook a walk to the Oilbird cayevhere we
enjoyed good vies of the Oilbirds andilso added Banrd Blue-chested Hummingbird by Trevor
backed Wren Ellery

We spent a few houett Rio Clarathis morningwhich added
Fasciated Tiger Heron, Magdalena Antbird, Olivaceous
Flatbill, Onecoloured Becard, Blublack Grosbeak and
Chestnut WoodpeckewWe also hadjood looks at the
endenic White-handed Titi Monkeyefore makinghe long
drive to the Piha Reseryadding Swallowtailed Kite during
the journey.

We spent a full day in the forest at the Piha Reserve and came
back with a haul of really special birds. A quick dawn look in
thegarden added Steelyented Hummingbird, Purple

throated Woodstaand Blackwinged Saltair. We then
birdedalong the roagwherewe found a nice group of Red
bellied Grackles After this we headed into the forest proper
where weall managed good looks @hestnutcrowned

Gnateater (a malgihe charismatic Lanceolated Monklet, a
confiding and criticallyendangered Chestnaapped Piha and

a coupleof brief Multicoloured Tanagers. The backup cast

Rockjumper Birding Tours V
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includedRedh eaded Bar bet ;facefl 3pnetal Gseakaappeed TReehdinter, Dusky
Leaftosser St i | wWodGoldahlargasted Fruiteater atmts of Yellowthroated Bush Tanagers
while a superhlmale Scarleandwhite Tanagewas a real highlightwWe finished the day at the
waterfall where we enjoyedood views ofGreenfronted Lancebill.

We enjoyeda final morning birding down from the Piha
Reserve before the long journey to Las Tangaras. We stafte
pre-dawn but were unable to locate Lytedled Nightjar. We
did, however, manage find Ruddy eliagegleaner, Blue
Lored Antbird, Slaty Spinetail, Moustached Puffband a
Northern Whitecrowned Tapaculewhich perched out and
allowed itself to be phographed Another highlight was day
roosting Tropical Screech Oyéxpertly spotted by Patot a
new bird for the trip but i
daytime.A short second visit to the foresmtided Western
Woodhaunterour first Andean Motmgota brief Fulvous
breasted Flatbill and a surprise RPaied ThrushWe then
made the long dve to Las TangaraReserveadding Least
Grebe White-tailed Kite and Tody Motmot en rougad fitting
in someAcorn Woodpecker during our lunch stop.

was with an onslaulgt of birds from dawn to dksWe had
good views of Mottled Owl on the driwg, and therspent the
early morning on the roadvhere we quickly picked up a few
mixed flocksbefore heading up the trail. ®\managed to find Masked Trogon, Toucan Barbet; Star
chested Treerunner, Pacifitufteddeek, Uniform Treehunter, Yelloweasted Antwren, Narino
Tapaculo, Blackhroated TodyTyrant, Olivaceous Piha, Bladklled Peppershrike, Whitkeaded and

w—‘ Sepiabrown WrensBlack Solitaire, Yellowcollared

Rufous-tailed Jacamar by Trevor
Ellery

ChlorophoniaOlive Finch andVhite-napel and
Choco BrusHinches. The reserve lived up to its name
regarding Tanageras we found Duskypush,Rufous
crested, Blackandgold, Blackchinned Mountain,
Purplishmantled, Glisteninggreen and Saffron
crowned Tanagers. We also foumgair ¢ Golden
collared Honeycreepers and sevénaigo
Flowerpierces. In the afternoon we visitede
hummingbird feedersvhere we addeWhite-tailed
Hillstar, Empress Brilliant, Veét-purple Coronet,
Moustached Puffbird by Trevor Ellery Brown Inca,Purplebibbed Whitetip and Violetailed

Rockjumper Birding Tours V
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Sylph In the eveningwve returned to the lodge/here we had good views of Sicklenged Guan

The nextmorning we climbed a higher
elevation high above Tangaraghere we were >
to target a small set of specific specia& soon |
managed to find Munchiqgu&/ood-wrenand :
then despite some pretty heavy ramefound a &
nice pair of Tanagr Finch. Other species that
we picked upncluded Rufous and White
browed Spinetailsyellow-bellied and Slaty
backedChatTyrants Greenandblack
Fruiteater, Barred Becar@itrine ard Russet
crowned WarblersGrey-browed Bruskinch
and Greyhooded Bushl.achrymose Mountain
and Grasgreen Tanager We also addeal
couple of Paldooted Swallows overhead

In the afternooywe returned to Las Tangaras Resewifeich allowed us to pickp Gold
ringed Tanager, Whiteapped Dipper, Yellowented WoodpeckeBronzeolive Pygmy Tyranianda
superb Ochréreasted Antpitta at an ant swaide finished the day with a rathelusive Crested Ant
Tanageland aroosting Lyretailed Nightjar

) ' 5 \ 4 \ _{}»,ﬁ
Slaty Spinetail by Trevor Ellery

Thenext morningwe left predawn and headed to tha@a
valley. Here we were in a completalifferenthabitat and
were quickly racking up a new set of endemics. Apical
FlycatcherGreyishPiculet and Antioquia Wren were all seen
well; while a Blackbilled Cuckoowas only the third that |
had seen in eight years of living in Colomtaad was a new
species for the megdaur. Other new species included Golden
crowned WarblerGreenish Elaenia, Yellogreen Virecand
somefly-over Scarlefronted Parakeetsvhile we also
enjoyed good looks at our second Hdmked Kite of the trip.
A short bathroom stofhenadded Whitetailed Hawk picked
out by Pat

We then followed the Caudgiver south before
leaving the western Andes and climbing into the central
Andes where we spent the afternoon birding the lower section
of the Rio Blanco Reserve. Here we found Webijed
Hummer, Bronzy Incasome especially obliging Andean
Motmots our first Greythroated Touanet, Streakeaded
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Antbird, a pair of Oleaginous Hemisygus and abrief fly-pastby a Peverful Woodpecker

We spent a full day at Rio Blanco reserve. We [ s o
divided our time between the morn@sdAntpitta

show and an afternoon looking for mixed flocks.
The mornngd s A ningproduded Chestnut
crowned, Browm-banded, SlatCrowned and the
sometimes tricky Bicolouredwith fantastic,
closeup viewshadof all. We then had great views
of an Ocellated Tapacutonvhich was to be voted
bird of the trip Themixed flocks helBar-belled
and CrimsormantledWoodpekers, Whitetailed
Tyrannulet and RufousrownedTody-Flycatcher
We also managed good lookdatsky Pihaanda
day roosting Stygian OwThe day finished with a
White-throated Screech Owl and Banihged
Nightjar, while some of the group also saw a Rugdanded Owl at this point | was involved in
helping to dig out the minivan whidhe driver had got well and tyuktucki it took four hoursand
the intervention of a tow trucko free it from the mud.

Lanceolated Monklet by Trevor Ellery

The next day waanother predawn start and &/were up on the high Ramos of Nevado del Ruiz for
first light. Unfortunately the endemic RufouBonted Parakeets were not on their roost and despite
much searchingve were only to hear them during the day. We moved on to higher elevations and
were s@n enjoying fantastic views of the endemic and highly charismatic Buffy Helmetcrest. The
supporting cast included several obliging Tawny Antpittas, And@aSpinetai] Many-striped

S = CanasterpViridian Metaltail Stoutbilled
Cinclodes, Crowne@hatTyrart, Plumbeous
Sierra Finch, Plaktoloured Seedeatand
Paramo Tapaculo. We then dropped down to
some hummingbird feeders thesank amongst

close up views of Blackhighed and Golden
breasted Pufflegs, Swotdlled Hummningbird,
Buff-winged StarfrontletShinng Sunbeam
and the indescribable Rainbdvearded
Thornbill - which was voted second fawite
bird of the trip.After this, we headed to Otun
Quimbayawith a late afternoon stop adding a
party of TorrenducksandTorrent Tyrannulet
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Silver-throated Tanager by Trevor Ellery

the best in the world. Here we enjoyed brilliant
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Another predawn start had us looking for Hooded Antpittdaich, while being very vocalproved
frustratinglydifficult to see although severairoup memberdid manage brief but good looks when it
perched on a branch. @uple of Moustached Antpittas were also seen and we added Cauca Guan,
Rufousbreastd Flycather, Redruffed Fruitcrow, Chestnut
collared Swiftf Marblefaced Bristletyrant and akulking
Chestnutbreasted WrenWe then had to catch a flight to the
northcoastwhere we were to spend a night in the, stgamy
and colourful Barranquilla.

Ouir first day on th€aribbean coast started at the break of day
T we were on a tight schedule and wanted to see the endemmic
Chestnutwinged Chachalaca as early as plolgsiAs it was
we spotted a group perched up from the moving bus and they
lingered long enough for all to disemkand enjoy brilliant
views. We then headed to the mangrowekere we added
Sapphirebellied Hummingbircdbefore we madeur way into
the mashes. This daysialways on of theirdiestof the tour
and this was no exception. Rustabated Puffbirds and
garrulous Stripdacked Wrens were everywhened we
added alethora ofwetland birdsincluding Fulvous and Lyre-tailed Nightjar by Trevor Ellery
White-faced Whistling Ducks, Sil&Kite, White Ibis, some
handsomdroseatespoonbills Green, Tricoloured an@reatblue Heros, Largebilled, Yellow-billed,
Gull-billed and Black Terns, Limpkin arBlack-necked StiltsPlenty ofLesserYellow-headed
Vulturescruised overhead and we amsddedBlack-collared HawkandPeregrine A pair of American
Wigeonsand a Naothern Shovéér were bonus birdsvhile the scrub produce$icaled Dove, Caribbean
Hornerq Groovebilled Ani, Brownthroated Parakeet,
Black-crested Antshrike, Northerrc&ib Flycatcher,
Grey Kingbird andvrellow Oriole. A return trip to the
mangroves added Common Black Hawk, Panama
Flycatcher, Goldemgreen WoodpeckeBicolored
Conebill Chestnut Piculet and plentifBrahonotary
Warblers

We then began working our way eadstvards
the Santa Marta mountairwith roadside stapadding
White-cheeke Pintail, Yellowcrowned Nightheron,
Reddish Bret, Brown Pelican, Mgnificent
Frigatebird Pearl Kite Black SkimmerLaughing
Gull, Caspian and Royal Terns antast of wader
specesi ncl udi n glovékWe fmishedtlse
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