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Excursion Excursion Excursion Excursion with BirdLife International with BirdLife International with BirdLife International with BirdLife International totototo    
The Falkland Islands, South Georgia and The Falkland Islands, South Georgia and The Falkland Islands, South Georgia and The Falkland Islands, South Georgia and AntarcticaAntarcticaAntarcticaAntarctica    

3-20 February 2018 (plus international travel) 

 
 
 

BirdLife International invites you for the trip of a lifetime as we join up with our collaborators at 
Rockjumper Birding Tours to offer you the wonders of the Antarctic aboard One Ocean Expeditions’ 
wonderful ship – the “Akademik Ioffe”.   
 
We are able to offer this exciting cruise to you at the standard rates charged by One Ocean 
Expeditions, thanks to BirdLife’s collaboration with Rockjumper, who are kindly making a generous 
donation to BirdLife’s Penguin Campaign for each passenger who travels through this link.    We 
would also like to thank One Ocean Expeditions for their own generous donation to the BirdLife 
Penguin Campaign.     
 
Our conservation focus for this trip will be the BirdLife Penguin CampaignBirdLife Penguin CampaignBirdLife Penguin CampaignBirdLife Penguin Campaign, but of course we will 
have amazing opportunities to see so much other incredible wildlife up close, from the stunning 
marine mammals to the breath-taking seabirds we all love so much.  Added to the dramatic scenery 
and fascinating history of Antarctic exploration, this is surely the trip of a lifetime.  If you have 
always dreamed of one day going to the Antarctic why not come with us on this trip, where you will 
be making like-minded new friends, and you will also be contributing to our important conservation 
work as well.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        



3 
 

Daily ItineraryDaily ItineraryDaily ItineraryDaily Itinerary    
 
2 February 2018:  2 February 2018:  2 February 2018:  2 February 2018:  Travel to Punta Arenas, ChileTravel to Punta Arenas, ChileTravel to Punta Arenas, ChileTravel to Punta Arenas, Chile    
Our trip starts from Punta Arenas, southern Chile, and ends in Ushuaia, Argentina, so additional hotel 
accommodation at each end, and the international flights will be booked separately, to meet your personal 
requirements.      
 
Day 1Day 1Day 1Day 1    (3 Feb 18)(3 Feb 18)(3 Feb 18)(3 Feb 18)::::        Punta Punta Punta Punta Arenas, Chile to Port Stanley, Falkland IslandsArenas, Chile to Port Stanley, Falkland IslandsArenas, Chile to Port Stanley, Falkland IslandsArenas, Chile to Port Stanley, Falkland Islands    
We meet up at Punta Arenas airport and take the scheduled 90-minute flight to Stanley in the Falkland Islands 
(the cost for this flight is included in your ticket) – there will be time to explore the local area before boarding 
the Ioffe for the start of our cruise with One Ocean Expeditions.    From here we will follow the daily 
expedition itinerary, attached separately, following the route shown on the map below.    
 
Stanley is currently home to just over 2,000 residents and is reminiscent of a rural town in coastal England or 
Scotland. It is charming with brightly coloured houses, pretty flower-filled gardens, a quaint cathedral and 
several local pubs. The waterfront memorial, built to commemorate the lives of the servicemen lost during the 
Falklands War in the early 1980’s, is a sobering reminder of recent history. There will be time to explore the 
town before we make our way to the ship for embarkation. After settling in to our cabins and exploring the 
ship, we meet our expedition team and fellow passengers. 
 
Day 2Day 2Day 2Day 2    (4 Feb 18)(4 Feb 18)(4 Feb 18)(4 Feb 18): Sea Lion and Bleaker Island, Falkland IslandsSea Lion and Bleaker Island, Falkland IslandsSea Lion and Bleaker Island, Falkland IslandsSea Lion and Bleaker Island, Falkland Islands    
This windswept location is situated in the southern archipelago.   We go ashore in Zodiacs to view the 
remarkable wildlife colonies found here. Three species of penguins including gentoo, magellanic and 
southern rockhopper exist in the vicinity. Southern elephant seals and South American sea lions are found 
hauled out on the beaches. Once ashore we also look for king cormorants and striated caracaras. Weather 
permitting; we may have time to visit neighbouring Bleaker Island, another settlement on the exposed 
southeastern coast of the Falklands. 
 
Days 3 Days 3 Days 3 Days 3 ––––    4444    (5(5(5(5----6666    Feb 18)Feb 18)Feb 18)Feb 18)::::  At SeaAt SeaAt SeaAt Sea 
We chart a southeasterly course bound for South Georgia. The great pelagic seabirds are constant 
companions on our way to South Georgia. Our educational presentations and onboard discussions are always 
popular. History is a key theme of this voyage and the epic story of Sir Ernest Shackleton and the HMS 
Endurance expedition is central to any trip to South Georgia. Perhaps you will pick up some valuable tips 
from our onboard photographic guide, learning about image composition, the subtle polar light and all the 
basics of good camera craft. We also learn about polar conservation - a theme particularly close to the hearts 
of our One Ocean Expeditions’ guides and crew.   
 
Days 5Days 5Days 5Days 5----8888    (7(7(7(7----10 Feb 18)10 Feb 18)10 Feb 18)10 Feb 18):::: South GeorgiaSouth GeorgiaSouth GeorgiaSouth Georgia 
South Georgia has often been called the ‘Serengeti of the Southern Ocean’. As we approach the deep bays of 
this rugged, rocky outcrop, you will begin to see why. Launching the Zodiacs we begin our exploration of the 
island, in the vicinity of Elsehul Bay. Large numbers of fur seals and the much larger elephant seal will line the 
dark sand beaches. Living in the tussock grass, king penguins and their chicks may number up to 100,000 
birds in some locations, including Salisbury Plain, St Andrews Bay and Gold Harbour. The island is also home 
to large numbers of nesting albatross and they fill the skies above, coming and going from the nest.  
 
The scenery is spectacular and the snowy peaks of the island make us pause to consider the incredible feat of 
mountaineering when Shackleton and his exhausted companions traversed the island from the wild south 
coast in 1916. They arrived into Stromness whaling station having crossed from King Haakon Bay, to raise the 
alarm that eventuated in the rescue of his men on Elephant Island, in Antarctica – 100 years ago.  
 
South Georgia is a thrilling location for history buffs and the rusting relics of the early whaling industry are all 
around us. We hope to observe several of the old stations at locations including Leith, Husvik and Stromness.  
A highlight is a visit to Grytviken – the largest of the whaling stations, situated at the head of Cumberland Bay.  
It is here we visit the gravesite of Sir Ernest Shackleton. For many, being in the presence of the great explorer 
will be a highlight of the trip. There is an excellent museum at Grytviken, maintained by the South Georgia 
Heritage Trust, and the restored Lutheran church, built by the original Norwegian whalers, provides a 
fascinating glimpse into the past. 
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On this trip, one of our guides will be the Project Director of the recent rat eradication work on South 
Georgia.   So you will be able to learn first-hand about how successful the eradication of alien invasive 
species can be as a conservation tool, and see for yourselves how South Georgia is rejuvenating and 
blossoming once again as a major seabird colony.   
 
Days 9 Days 9 Days 9 Days 9 ––––    11111111    (11(11(11(11----13 Feb 18)13 Feb 18)13 Feb 18)13 Feb 18):  Towards Antarctica and Elephant IslandTowards Antarctica and Elephant IslandTowards Antarctica and Elephant IslandTowards Antarctica and Elephant Island    
Weather and ice will dictate our crossing of the Scotia Sea from South Georgia to Antarctica, leading us 
perhaps to the South Orkney Islands or Elephant Island. As with all of our itinerary planning, our expedition 
Leader and Captain will make a decision based on the conditions at the time. The South Orkney Islands 
represent the peaks of a submarine mountain range called the Scotia Arc, connecting South Georgia to the 
South Shetland Islands. Often shrouded in fog and surrounded by ice much of the year, a chance to visit these 
islands doesn’t come often. 
 
As we edge ever closer to the frozen continent, large icebergs announce our arrival in Antarctic waters. If 
conditions allow, we will hope to see the dark cliffs of Elephant Island appear on the horizon. Shackleton and 
his men were encamped here for many months, having lost HMS Endurance in the thick sea ice, far to the 
south in the Weddell Sea in 1915. From the tiny beach at Point Wild, Shackleton and six companions set off 
on the rescue mission to South Georgia, aboard the tiny lifeboat, James Caird. To this day, the epic ocean 
crossing is considered one of the greatest in history. If conditions allow, we will attempt a landing at Point 
Wild on Elephant Island. 
 
Days 12 Days 12 Days 12 Days 12 ––––    15151515    (14(14(14(14----17 Feb 18)17 Feb 18)17 Feb 18)17 Feb 18): : : :  South Shetland Islands, AntarcticaSouth Shetland Islands, AntarcticaSouth Shetland Islands, AntarcticaSouth Shetland Islands, Antarctica 
Around 60 miles off the coast of the Antarctic mainland we find the South Shetland Island chain. Possible 
landing sites could include King George Island, Half Moon Island, Yankee Harbour or Hannah Point. Weather 
conditions permitting, we sail the ship into the flooded volcanic caldera of Deception Island. There are some 
outstanding hikes at these locations and the old whaling station and aircraft hangar at Deception Island beg 
for further exploration. 
 
After so much anticipation, we enter the icy waters of the Antarctic Peninsula in the vicinity of Mikkelson 
Harbour or Cierva Cove. Snow covered mountains soar from the dark waters. Along the shoreline in the bays 
and harbours of the Peninsula lives an incredible abundance of wildlife. Large rookeries are home to 
chinstrap, gentoo and Adélie penguins. Seals live on the ice floes, including the powerful leopard seal that we 
hope to encounter. Gulls, skuas and cormorants are also found nesting and feeding at many sites along the 
Antarctic Peninsula. 
 
We explore by Zodiac cruise and ashore where a range of wonderful activities await. Locations we hope to 
visit include Wilhelmina Bay, Orne Harbour, Cuverville Island and the Errera Channel. Join the photographic 
guide and take close up photos of the penguins, or of the impossibly blue ice. Or enjoy a hike to the top of a 
snowy mountain saddle with one of our adventure guides. If the opportunity presents itself, visit a science 
base or an old historic hut. The sea kayakers may range up to several miles from the ship, for a truly 
memorable experience.  
 
Days 16 Days 16 Days 16 Days 16 ––––    17171717    (18(18(18(18----19 Feb 18):19 Feb 18):19 Feb 18):19 Feb 18):  Drake Passage Drake Passage Drake Passage Drake Passage ––––    return to South Americareturn to South Americareturn to South Americareturn to South America 
After several busy days of exploration along the Antarctic Peninsula, it’s time to return to South America. The 
educational presentations continue and we enjoy an entertaining and memorable voyage recap by our 
Expedition Leader. Join our photography experts in the multimedia room and download and back up your 
precious images. If weather conditions allow, we hope to make a rounding of Cape Horn. This fabled stretch 
of water is home to legendary tales of exploration and early navigation. It’s a fitting place to reflect on a 
wonderful expedition to some of the most remote corners of the planet. Approaching the entrance to the 
Beagle Channel in early evening light, we enjoy a special dinner attended by the Captain of the ship. 
 
Day 18Day 18Day 18Day 18    (20 Feb 18):(20 Feb 18):(20 Feb 18):(20 Feb 18): Ushuaia, ArgentinaUshuaia, ArgentinaUshuaia, ArgentinaUshuaia, Argentina    
In the early morning, we arrive into Ushuaia, Argentina.   Guests will be transported to their hotels or to the 
airport for return flights home.  It will be possible to connect to flights through to Buenos Aires or other 
destinations in South America (Rockjumper will advise on international flight itineraries and additional trips). 
Otherwise enjoy a night in town or venture further afield to explore the highlights of Patagonia. 
 
Please note that SAFETY is the top priority so please bear in mind that the weather, ice or other conditions may 
require a change in the itinerary and shore excursions. 
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Costs and Booking DetailsCosts and Booking DetailsCosts and Booking DetailsCosts and Booking Details    
 

We now need to take confirmed bookings for this trip. 
Please contact private@rockjumperbirding.com  

 
 

 
The costs below include all accommodation and meals on board the Akademik Ioffe, per the 
itinerary above. It does NOT include international flights (other than the flight from Punta 
Arenas to Stanley on Day 1) or the additional hotel accommodation which may be required at 
the start and end of the trip. 
 
Two BirdLife staff will be accompanying the trip thanks to the generosity of One Ocean 
Expeditions, whose professional staff will be leading/guiding/hosting all elements of the 
excursion on board the Ioffe.   This trip will be advertised separately by One Ocean 
Expeditions for the same cost, but unless it is booked through BirdLife/Rockjumper it will not 
provide Rockjumper’s generous donation to the Penguin Campaign, so please encourage 
your own friends and family to join us.   
 
The cost per person is variable, depending on the cabins booked.   All prices are charged in US 
Dollars, but if necessary will be converted to GBP at the relevant exchange rate at the time of 
booking.   To save bank transfer charges, we ask that all payments are made directly to One 
Ocean Expeditions, and bank details will be provided with booking form. 
    

Cost per personCost per personCost per personCost per person    (in US$)(in US$)(in US$)(in US$), sharing, sharing, sharing, sharing    a caa caa caa cabinbinbinbin: : : :     
    

TripleTripleTripleTriple----share cabinshare cabinshare cabinshare cabin            $16,395 $16,395 $16,395 $16,395     
Twin semiTwin semiTwin semiTwin semi----private cabinprivate cabinprivate cabinprivate cabin        $19,395 *$19,395 *$19,395 *$19,395 *    
Twin private cabinTwin private cabinTwin private cabinTwin private cabin            $21,295 *$21,295 *$21,295 *$21,295 *    
Superior cabinSuperior cabinSuperior cabinSuperior cabin                $22,495 *$22,495 *$22,495 *$22,495 *    
Shackleton SuiteShackleton SuiteShackleton SuiteShackleton Suite            $23,995 **$23,995 **$23,995 **$23,995 **    
One Ocean SuiteOne Ocean SuiteOne Ocean SuiteOne Ocean Suite            $25,995 **$25,995 **$25,995 **$25,995 **    

    
If you are travelling alone but choose a “share” cabin, your sharer will be assigned by One Ocean 
Expeditions (males with males and females with females).  If there is nobody appropriate to share with you, 
you will then have the full cabin to yourself at no extra cost.    
 
If however you prefer to have a guaranteed single cabin, the following supplements will be applicable: 
   *   The single supplement is 1.5 x the shared rate for these Cabins 
   ** The single supplement is 2 x the shared rate for the Suites 
 
Twin semi-private cabins share one bathroom between two cabins.  Additional bathrooms are available on 
the deck.   

    
The cost includes: 

• The flight from Punta Arenas to Stanley on Day 1. 
• Accommodation on board the Akademik Ioffe, per the cabin booked. 
• All meals on board the Ioffe (excluding personal drinks). 
• 24-hour tea, coffee and hot chocolate.  
• All admission fees to conservation areas and key sites. 
• Zodiac and landing excursions as per the itinerary. 
• Expedition gear package (waterproof jacket & trousers, rubber boots and binoculars) 
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Not included: 
• International airfares to/from South America, and any international airport taxes due. 
• Additional hotel accommodation in transit at the start or end of the trip. 
• Your personal medical, travel and luggage insurance (a requirement for this trip). 
• Personal items, such as telephone calls, laundry service, alcohol (bar drinks, 

restaurant wines, etc). 
• Tips and gratuities 
• Anything not included under “the cost includes” above. 

 
 
Please note the following payment schedule:   
 
 
Required NowRequired NowRequired NowRequired Now:::: Confirmation and deposit of US$5,000 per person (non-refundable) 
By By By By 31 31 31 31 OctOctOctOct    2012012012017777::::   Final balance required (non-refundable) 
 
  
Payment Notes:   
(1)  Payment in GBP is accepted at the exchange rate on the day the payment is made. 
 
(2) Payments to be made directly to One Ocean Expeditions in US Dollars.  Bank details to be 

provided following your booking enquiry to Rockjumper or BirdLife International.   
 

(3) Your booking (and cabin choice) cannot be confirmed until your deposit has been 
received. 
 
 

    

AAAAll profits from this trip will support BirdLife’s ll profits from this trip will support BirdLife’s ll profits from this trip will support BirdLife’s ll profits from this trip will support BirdLife’s Penguin Conservation CampaignPenguin Conservation CampaignPenguin Conservation CampaignPenguin Conservation Campaign    

©Tony Martin 
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Additional Useful Information 
 
Some useful information is provided below but because of the complexity of this trip, you will 

receive a full 32-page brochure, “Preparing for your Voyage” written by One Ocean 

Expeditions, once booking confirmation is received.  This will provide a comprehensive and 

detailed account of all the information you will need to prepare properly.  Please contact 

Rockjumper or BirdLife if you need answers to other specific questions before you book.   

   
Passport and VisaPassport and VisaPassport and VisaPassport and Visa    

No visas are required to visit Antarctica, the Falkland Islands or South Georgia. 
However, you will need a valid passport with you throughout the journey with at least 
6 months validity after your scheduled return date.   This voyage departs from Punta 
Arenas in Chile and will utilize a flight to Stanley in the Falkland Islands – from where 
you embark the ship.   On return through Argentina, some nationalities will be 
required to pay a visitor fee (known as a ‘reciprocity fee’) for entering Argentina. This 
must be arranged online, prior to your trip.  If you plan any side trips to other 
countries you will need to investigate visa requirements as it is your responsibility to 
ensure you have all required visas for your trip. Rules and regulations governing the 
issuance of visas are constantly changing and vary for different nationalities but we 
will do our best to provide personal advice for your own situation. 
 

Medical DocumentationMedical DocumentationMedical DocumentationMedical Documentation    
Once you have booked, you will be required to complete a Medical Information Form. 
This form must be completed, signed and returned to One Ocean Expeditions no later 
than 120 days prior to departure.     
 
You should bring all your own personal medication, including sea sickness prevention 
medication in case rough seas are experienced.   
 

Embarkation Protocol Embarkation Protocol Embarkation Protocol Embarkation Protocol     
Guests will meet at a central point in Punta Arenas on the day of embarkation. A 
One Ocean Expeditions representative will accompany the group to the airport. Full 
details of embarkation/disembarkation procedures will be supplied with your final 
documentation.  
 
Once onboard, you will be participating in an obligatory lifeboat drill.   Important 
briefings will also be held on landing procedures and Zodiac operations. 
 

AccommodationAccommodationAccommodationAccommodation        
There are different cabin-types available for booking on the Akademik Ioffe (subject to 
availability).  In cases where you have chosen a “share” cabin but are travelling alone, 
your sharers will be assigned by One Ocean Expeditions (males with males and 
females with females).  If there is nobody to share with you, you will then have the full 
cabin to yourself at no extra cost.   
  
Additional hotel accommodation at your own cost may be required while you are in 
transit at the start and end of the trip, depending on flight schedules (to be confirmed 
nearer the time).    Most guests on this trip will require a hotel in Punta Arenas on 
arrival and potentially in Ushuaia on departure, depending on flight schedules.   Hotels 
currently charge around US$135 (sharing) to US$250 (single). 
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Weather and Weather and Weather and Weather and Dress CodeDress CodeDress CodeDress Code    

Warm, waterproof, windproof outer layers with warm base layers will be required 
from arrival in Ushuaia.  Windproof and waterproof outer weather gear as well as Windproof and waterproof outer weather gear as well as Windproof and waterproof outer weather gear as well as Windproof and waterproof outer weather gear as well as 
expedition expedition expedition expedition bootsbootsbootsboots    are included in the price of your voyage.are included in the price of your voyage.are included in the price of your voyage.are included in the price of your voyage. This saves you from 
having to bring heavy clothing and boots from home. Details of this gear will be 
provided in your pre-departure information.  
 
There will be no formal dinners on this cruise, and the recommended dress code for 
evenings is “smart casual”.   Casual, comfortable clothing is recommended during the 
day on board the ship. 

 
CurrencyCurrencyCurrencyCurrency    

All personal extras on board the ship are charged in US Dollars.  Personal accounts will 
be settled on the last full day of the voyage when an itemized statement will be 
delivered to your cabin for settlement at a scheduled time by US$ cash, 
Visa/Mastercard or US$ travelers checks.   
 

Recommended Tipping ProcedureRecommended Tipping ProcedureRecommended Tipping ProcedureRecommended Tipping Procedure    
Tips and gratuities for this trip are not included in the costs.  As a guide, US10-$15 per 
day is suggested for crew and staff and this can be added to your personal account 
for settlement on the last full day, or drop boxes are provided for envelopes if you 
prefer to leave cash.  One Ocean Expeditions will distribute all tips equally between 
staff and crew.   
 

Travel InsuranceTravel InsuranceTravel InsuranceTravel Insurance    
All travellers must be fully insured before they travel, including coverage for medical 
costs in case of hospitalization, emergency travel and repatriation.    

 
Required Required Required Required VaccinationsVaccinationsVaccinationsVaccinations    

As always, we recommend guests discuss their personal health requirements with 
their own Doctors. BirdLife cannot offer such advice or give specific 
recommendations.     

 
CancellationCancellationCancellationCancellation    

BirdLife International and One Ocean Expeditions reserve the right to cancel or 
change any part of the daily programme of this excursion if it becomes necessary.        
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BirdLife International would like to thank BirdLife International would like to thank BirdLife International would like to thank BirdLife International would like to thank     
Rockjumper and One Ocean Expeditions for their generous Rockjumper and One Ocean Expeditions for their generous Rockjumper and One Ocean Expeditions for their generous Rockjumper and One Ocean Expeditions for their generous support support support support     

to the BirdLife International Penguin Campaignto the BirdLife International Penguin Campaignto the BirdLife International Penguin Campaignto the BirdLife International Penguin Campaign    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 
    

Gilly BanksGilly BanksGilly BanksGilly Banks, , , ,     
BirdLife InternationalBirdLife InternationalBirdLife InternationalBirdLife International    

Pembroke StPembroke StPembroke StPembroke St, , , , CambridgeCambridgeCambridgeCambridge    CBCBCBCB2222    3QZ3QZ3QZ3QZ, UK, UK, UK, UK    
Tel:  Tel:  Tel:  Tel:  +44 (+44 (+44 (+44 (0000))))7966 1558737966 1558737966 1558737966 155873    

Email:  Email:  Email:  Email:  gilly.banks@birdlife.org    
OROROROR    

        private@rockjumperbirding.com        
    


