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Our tour commenced after breakfast, when we boarded our very comfortable and spacious bus for 

the start of our first 2014 Cuba trip. Stopping intermittently along our route to San Diego, we picked 

up some of the commoner Greater Antillean waterfowl at roadside lakes including Pied-billed Grebe, 

American Coot, Ringneck, Lesser Scaup, Ruddy Duck and a vagrant Cinnamon Teal.  

Our first real birding however started at the community-run Las Terrazas Biosphere Reserve. 

Cleared and terraced of all vegetation forty years ago, the entire property has now been reforested to 

exacting standards, providing excellent trails and 

birding habitat. Colourful and endemic species 

came thick and fast, in fact probably a little too fast 

for most who were birding Cuba for the first time! 

Cuban Blackbird was followed immediately by 

Tawny-shouldered Blackbird, migratory Yellow-

bellied Sapsucker, fighting West Indian and Cuban 

Green Woodpeckers, the exquisite lattice tailed 

Cuban Trogon (strong contender for bird of the 

trip), Cuban Tody, endemic Yellow-headed 

Warbler, La Sagra’s Flycatcher, Loggerhead 

Kingbird, Cuban Emerald and Western Spindalis. 

So much activity required a breather of sorts, so we 

headed down to the lakeside bar for a welcome 

‘apertif’!  

 

Overwhelmed by our first hour in the field, we attempted a slightly more sedate pace as we added a 

large flock of Least Grebes and Smooth-billed Anis. A large flock of male and female Red-legged 

Honeycreepers greeted us as we climbed off the bus. More entertainment was had at a solitary palm 

trunk where a female West Indian Woodpecker was attempting to bypass us and enter her home just 

above our heads. We did have one target species remaining for the morning, the superbly coloured 

Cuban Grassquit. Luck was on our side as we soon found a foraging and very confiding pair nearby. 

Extended looks were taken of both the male and female before a Black-throated Green Warbler gate-

crashed the party. We were then overcome with a sudden pang of hunger from the smoke of ‘asados’ 

(BBQ’s) wafting over us. After another successful hour in the field, we downed tools and headed for 

an excellent lunch replete with live band.   

 The afternoon was spent driving to our final 

destination of San Diego, but not before one last stop 

at a large number of fish farm ponds. New species 

for the trip included decent numbers of American 

White Pelican, both Caspian and Royal Terns, 

fishing Western Osprey and a pair of Snail Kites 

eating snails of all things... “Welcome to Cuba”, one 

might say.  

  

 Our second day started with a relatively early 

breakfast and drive to the famous Las Portales de las 

Cuevas. These wonderful limestone caves house a 

number of species of bats as well as Cave Swallows, 

and was formerly occupied by Ernesto ‘Che’ 

Guevera during the Cuban Missile Crisis. However, 

our main bird priority here was the songster Cuban Grassquit (male) by Clayton Burne 

Yellow-headed Warbler by Adam Riley 
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supreme, Cuban Solitaire. It took no more 

than a few minutes to locate this drab, but 

noisy, thrush perched on an exposed branch. 

With bird in the bag, we set about exploring 

the vast yet airy set of caves. Nesting Cave 

Swallows were followed by roosting Butterfly 

Bats, before we came upon Commandante 

Guevara’s quarters. With a fabulous cool 

breeze blowing through the limestone, this 

was certainly not a tough place to be holed up 

for a short while!  

 With the sun beating down and 

temperatures climbing, we eventually boarded 

our bus and headed towards the hotel. One 

more stop was in order though; we all jumped 

out in an area of scattered pines to find another 

Cuban near-Endemic, the Olive-capped 

Warbler. A few responsive individuals came into nearby shrubs, thought they refused to sit still for 

very long! Lunch and an afternoon nap called, but again we were slightly interrupted: not a bird on 

this occasion, but a horse-drawn buggy whose owners were only too happy to allow some of us to 

jump onboard for photos. After another filling meal, some of us took the opportunity to nap while 

others walked the streets of San Diego.  

 The afternoon was spent walking about the gardens of the now ruined La Güira colonial 

mansion. There were few birds in attendance, but that did not stop us enjoying a fine afternoon stroll 

and imaging the grandeur of what must have been a fabulously extravagant setting.  

 

 Having seen almost all of the target birds around Soroa, 

the next day we decided to take a late breakfast and head 

straight for the crown jewels, Cienaga de Zapata. A short stop 

at Niña Bonita Lake yielded a small raft of Blue-winged Teal 

before we continued onwards to former sugar cane milling 

town of Australia. A fine lunch was taken at Fiesta Campesino, 

where upwards of 8 warbler species were seen including 

Black-throated Blue and Prairie. Displaying Eastern 

Meadowlark capped off our birding exploits here as we made 

our way further south. More short stops were made to 

photograph revolution signs as well as some very old 

locomotives at a disused train museum.  

 The historically significant Battle of Playa Giron 

(known in the USA as the Bay of Pigs) was to be our area of 

exploration for the next 3 days. Checking into our 

accommodation in Playa Larga, the stiff breeze was a welcome 

break from the otherwise oppressive heat. With a few hours of 

sunlight remaining, we headed off to some palm-fringed forest 

thickets. Great Lizard Cuckoo was spotted as soon as everyone 

stepped off the bus, followed shortly by some of the commoner 

denizens of the forest edge, namely Cuban Tody and Cuban 

Trogon. Our local guide intimated that he had a ‘surprise’ for us, so we walked past the invitingly 

coloured, commoner birds on a mission. Cuban Vireo came into view briefly before we continued 

Cuban Emerald by Clayton Burne 

Cuban Trogon by Adam Riley 
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onwards. A male Northern Flicker was found sitting on a nest before two Bare-legged Owls were 

awoken from the late afternoon slumber inside a hollowed out palm trunk.  

 Leaving the owls to carry on napping, we made our way back into the thicker forest only to 

find a Grey-fronted Quail-Dove, which obliged us all by walking across a wide path right in front of 

us! Rather unexpected, but a bonus we were all very happy to admire. However, our ‘surprise’ was 

yet to come, for just around another corner we came to a halt in front of a roosting, but very exposed, 

Stygian Owl! Having satiated ourselves on this sinister beauty we walked around another corner to 

find yet another Stygian Owl, this time a month old baby which delighted us all with wide open eyes 

and inquisitive head twirls. (Having called them sinister, I best explain – the Stygian Owl, Asio 

stygius, was named after the River Styx, a mythological boundary between Earth and the 

‘underworld’.) Having departed the forest, we rather boisterously headed back to the vehicle when 

our local guide suddenly motioned us to stop. A few tense moments of plotting and predicting 

followed, ultimately culminating in perhaps the most beautiful of all the world’s quail-doves – the 

Blue-headed Quail-Dove passing slowly over the wide track, only a few metres in front of us! When 

I planned on leaving Soroa after breakfast this morning, I 

had anticipated a gentle stroll lasting a few hours around 

Zapata – not an incredible and intense 2 hours of mind-

blowing birding. The end of our third day in Cuba and we 

were already running out of superlatives!  

 

Up very early for breakfast the following morning before 

heading out in search of some ‘Zapata’ species. First on the 

menu was Zapata Wren. To cut a long story short, we 

enjoyed a beautiful song from somewhere deep in the nearby 

reed bed; a frustrating effort considering the bird was 

practically within touching distance, but would not show 

more than a flash of feathers. Hopeful of better things to 

come, we headed further into the swamp for Zapata Sparrow. 

Our efforts were redeemed with interest, as a very co-

operative individual preened and sang for us in full view. 

Further highlights of the morning walk included an equally 

co-operative Cuban Pygmy Owl, which gave us extended 

views despite being mobbed by Northern Mockingbird and 

a bevy of warblers.  
Cuban Bullfinch by Clayton Burne 

 

Blue-headed Quail-Dove by Rich Lindie 
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Somewhat chased away by the heat, we next headed for the crocodile farm of Boca de Guama for a 

spot of curio shopping and a chance for Red-shouldered Blackbird. Oddly enough, the blackbirds 

were not in their usual area, so we instead settled for a pair of Cuban Amazon feeding ridiculously 

close to us. A few additional warblers were added to the list before heading back to the hotel for 

lunch. It turned out to be a stop-start journey as a pair of Cuban Crow caused the vehicle to come to 

a shuddering halt. The crows sat rather exposed and ‘sang’ for us, if that might be considered the 

correct term. A post lunch snooze was followed by an afternoon along the salt flats. By and large we 

had already seen many of the more typical wetland and wading species, but we were here for a few 

specific specialities. First up, the recently split Cuban Black Hawk, which both cruised above us and 

then sat perched nearby. This was followed swiftly by Cuban Bullfinch, a species we had somehow 

missed over the last few days. A distant Peregrine Falcon preceded the now pink, saline marshes 

caused by massive flocks of American Flamingo. Small numbers of fishing Reddish Egrets, larger 

numbers of American White Pelican and a single Roseate Spoonbill completed a very birdy day. 

 

An early start had us travelling to the nearby forests of Playa Giron the next morning for some 

additional Cuban Endemics. A local ranger here started putting down bird seed some years ago to 

attract pigeons and doves with spectacular success. This area has now become one of the most reliable 

sites to see the country’s many quail-dove species. Standing quietly behind a makeshift hide, we 

watched as a number of Zenaida Doves and Red-legged Thrushes patrolled the various pathways. 

The action hotted up shortly thereafter with a very confiding Grey-fronted Quail-Dove. 

Zapata Sparrow by Clayton Burne 

 

Grey-fronted Quail-Dove by Rich Lindie 
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Unfortunately, though, that was to be our lot. We could only 

be thankful that we had at least had excellent views of Blue-

headed Quail-Dove a few days before. Further down the trail 

we then headed in search of another tricky endemic, the 

Cuban Nightjar. Formerly considered part of the Greater 

Antillean Nightjar complex, it shares very little in common 

with its apparent cousin in Hispaniola. Our bird was not in 

its usual day roost; we would have to do some work to get it. 

Ten minutes later and I had at least one bird perched 

perpendicularly to its branch before another was spotted 

nearby. Another one in the bag! 

However, we still had a busy morning to get on with. 

Off to the road we headed to find some forest edge. Almost 

on cue, a small and busy flock of Cuban Parakeets were 

located in a residential backyard. Permission acquired, we 

were able to obtain fantastic views of these personable 

parrots. One more bird to rush after: Bee Hummingbird, the 

world smallest bird was one of the main tour attractions for 

many. At first a young female was found preening slightly 

above head height. No sooner had everyone gotten a quick 

view and word was out that we had a rather more attractive 

male in sight. Indeed, the male was also a youngster, meaning we didn’t have a bright flashy red head 

and gorget to fawn over. He was doing his best though, belting out song as loud as the little fellow 

could manage. With that, our morning was done. A short stop in town to look at the local memorial 

and museum to the Playa Giron Battle (Bay of Pigs), before heading back to our hotel for a well-

deserved rest.  

 Our afternoon birding was then specifically centred on one species, Fernandina’s Flicker. 

Having been in range for over 4 days, I was starting to get a little disparate regarding our chances. 

We departed the hotel slightly earlier than normal and walked under the severe and unrelenting sun. 

After two hours, we were all a little sunburnt and tired, as well as still being short a flicker. One last 

attempt would be made around some small farmyards. From a distance, the call of the flicker could 

be heard only once, enough to know where we should be 

headed at least. Through and around a cattle closure we 

hurtled before our nemesis finally relented. On the broken 

terrain not 20 yards in front of us sat two Fernandina’s 

Flickers, picking their way amongst the grassy tufts for 

grubs and insects. Just as our own mouths were opening in 

celebratory confirmation, two cows ‘mooo’ed’ in a sort of 

synchronised, exultant tone. On that high note, the 

pressure was off and we could afford to take a late 

breakfast the following day.  

 

 Yesterday’s success with Fernandina’s Flicker 

allowed us a rather more leisurely start. Cuban Amazons 

flocked in numbers around our accommodation, giving us 

a super send-off from the Cienaga de Zapata area. We had 

one more stop to make though at Boca de Guama for the 

as yet elusive Red-shouldered Blackbird. On this 

occasion, the bird proved slightly more accommodating, 

Cuban Nightjar by Clayton Burne 

Bee Hummingbird by Clayton Burne 
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the first being seen as soon as we stopped the bus. We all had decent enough views of birds in flight, 

but were unable to appreciate extended perched views. Nevertheless, with the targeted species in the 

bag, we started the long drive east. Birding in Cuba is a 

relatively sedate affair, so there was plenty of time for a stop 

at the major town of Santa Clara to visit the large memorial 

of Che Guevara. Having taken numerous photos, it was time 

again to hit the road. Most of the afternoon was spent driving 

with short stops to tick off Northern Jacana as well as one of 

our targeted endemics, the Cuban Palm Crow, which sat 

obligingly in the middle of the road! 

 

An early breakfast the next morning was followed by some 

more targeted birding. We had not even checked out properly 

when we latched onto a Giant Kingbird feeding 

unobtrusively behind the bus. Loud shouting had most of us 

hauling towards the vehicle where we managed excellent 

views. Not content with this we headed onto the trails, where 

Giant Kingbird ended up being ridiculously easy. Multiple 

views were had before we switched out attention to Plain 

Pigeon. Only a few minutes of stealthy birding were required 

to get one in the scope. All the while, Cuban and Cuban Palm 

Crows cackled and jostled overhead alongside exposed 

Cuban Trogons and Cuban Amazons. Not wanting to dither 

about, we jumped back on the bus for the long drive to the 

northern coast and Keys of Cayo Coco and Cayo Guillermo.  

 

An unscheduled stop for lunch in the delightfully-named town 

of Morón was taken at a private restaurant. Only recently 

allowed to have multi-employee businesses, this family 

restaurant was quite the find. Huge portions of excellent food 

were more than we could all manage unfortunately. Carting 

our distended bellies back onto the bus, we headed further 

north to cross an incredible 17km-long causeway. The sea 

stretched either side of us, one horizon to another. Birding got 

exciting again with multiple views of Red-breasted 

Merganser, Magnificent Frigatebird and the odd American 

Herring Gull mixed in with the much commoner Laughing 

Gull. Arriving in Cayo Coco, we wasted little time in finding 

four West Indian Whistling Ducks swimming next to some 

island-style hotel rooms. No doubt the room’s occupants were 

rather baffled to see a raft of binoculars and scopes aimed 

towards them. We then needed to stop only for a few minutes 

to find a small flock of ‘highlight yellow’ Oriente Warblers. 

As if the birding hadn’t already been fantastic, we stopped at 

a small private farmyard for a sneaky peek at the elusive Key 

West Quail-Dove, bathing Black-and-white Warbler, and a 

White-eyed Vireo. The day ended with large numbers of 

American Flamingo, some Northern Crested Caracaras, and a 

host of ducks and waders near our hotel accommodation. 

Cuban Parakeet by Clayton Burne 

Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara, Santa Clara 

Memorial by Clayton Burne 
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 With only a few target species left for the day, 

we left Cayo Guillermo to see what we could find. 

Our first stop was to search for Cuban Gnatcatcher, 

but instead we heard Thick-billed Vireo. A tough 

species to find and see, the vireo not only showed, but 

even sat exposed for extended periods of time: what 

was supposed to have been the hardest target of the 

day was already in the bag! A few miles up the road 

and we stopped again. Cuban Gnatcatcher called 

excitedly from the nearby mangroves, moving 

equally excitedly and never sitting still for long. 

Amongst the smaller mangroves, we made an attempt 

to find Clapper Rail, and it took less than 30 seconds 

to find a pair walking along a dappled, sandy bank. 

At the same time, a pair of Mangrove Warblers 

competed for attention by landing in a nearby shrub. 

After an excellent morning’s birding, it was time for 

lunch and a short rest from the increasingly hot 

weather.  

 Our afternoon was spent searching for and 

finding the Bahama Mockingbird. The northern Cuban keys are one of the few remaining strongholds 

for the species, but are coming under huge development pressure. Known locations for the birds 

change regularly as the latest “all-inclusive” resort is built, so we had to search for new sites. Luckily, 

we found a co-operative pair that spent 10 minutes feeding on a nearby fruiting shrub. With few new 

birds to find, we went in search of the crowd favourite, Cuban Tody. An excellent end to the day had 

us royally entertained by a number of active, if not so accommodating, todies. 

 

Our last morning in the keys was rather more relaxed, 

with only a few of us heading out for some additional, 

tranquil birding. The marshes were rather low on wader 

activity, so instead we engaged in an identification 

workshop with the few that were present. Good 

comparisons were possible between Least and 

Semipalmated Sandpiper as well as Greater and Lesser 

Yellowlegs. A quick lunch and we were then off to Cayo 

Coco airport for the flight to Havana. While noisy, our 

flight was steady and allowed for uninterrupted views of 

the vast keys below. Our day, and the tour itself, came to 

an end in Havana’s old city. A short walking tour was 

followed by a very enjoyable meal at a local restaurant. 

Fantastic birds, beautiful settings and an unrivalled 

history made an incredible, informative but very relaxed 

tour. Viva Cuba! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reddish Egret by Clayton Burne 

Cuban Black Hawk by Clayton Burne 



RBT Cuba I Trip Report - 2014   9

  

 

 

 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 
Total species recorded:   158         (1 heard only*) 
 

Taxonomy follows: Gill, F and Donsker, D (Eds). 2014. IOC World Bird List (ver. 4.1). 

 
E = Cuban Endemic, CE = Restricted to the Caribbean, I = Introduced, ssp = Sub-species as 

applicable. 

 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
West Indian Whistling Duck  (CE)  Dendrocygna arborea 

Four individuals were seen around Cayo Coco. 

Blue-winged Teal    Anas discors 

Small numbers were seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata while many more were seen around 

Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Cinnamon Teal    Anas cyanoptera 

Single vagrant seen at Niña Bonita en route to Las Terazzas. 

Northern Shoveler    Anas clypeata  

Two adults were seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata while many more were seen around Cayo 

Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Ring-necked Duck     Aythya collaris 

Small numbers found at Niña Bonita. 

Lesser Scaup     Aythya affinis 

Small numbers found at Niña Bonita. 

Red-breasted Merganser    Mergus serrator 

Fairly common around the northern coast of Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Ruddy Duck      Oxyura jamaicensis 

Small numbers found at Niña Bonita Lake. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl  (I)   Numida meleagris 

Common around Rancho la Belén. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 

 

West Indian Whistling Duck by Rich Lindie 
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Least Grebe     Tachybaptus dominicus 

A rather large flock numbering over 20 individuals was seen at Las Terrazas.  

Pied-billed Grebe    Podilymbus podiceps 

Seen regularly around most water bodies starting at Niña Bonita. 

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
American Flamingo    Phoenicopterus ruber  

Huge flocks of adults and sub-adults seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. Many more seen at 

Cayo Guillermo. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
American White Ibis    Eudocimus albus 

Decent numbers of adults and juveniles seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and Cayo 

Guillermo. 

Roseate Spoonbill    Platalea ajaja 

A single adult seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata while more than 60 were seen in a single 

flock near Cayo Coco. 

 

Herons & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax  

Common at water bodies in the Cienaga de Zapata swamp. 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron  Nyctanassa violacea 

Two juveniles scoped at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Green Heron     Butorides virescens 

Common at all water bodies starting at Las Terrazas. 

Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis 

Very common bird seen on almost all days of the tour. 

Great Blue Heron    Ardea herodias 

Small numbers at most large water bodies starting at the fish ponds near San Diego. 

Great Egret     Ardea alba 

Commonly seen on most days of the tour. 

Reddish Egret    Egretta rufescens 

Small numbers seen fishing at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the northern keys. 

Tricolored Heron    Egretta tricolor 

Large numbers seen around the northern coast of Cayo Coco and Cayo Guillermo. 

Little Blue Heron    Egretta caerulea 

Commonly seen at most water bodies starting at Niña Bonita. 

Snowy Egret     Egretta thula 

Commonly seen at most water bodies starting at Niña Bonita. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
American White Pelican   Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 

A number of adults seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Brown Pelican    Pelecanus occidentalis 

Very commonly found along the coast and at Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Frigatebirds  Fregatidae 
Magnificent Frigatebird   Fregata magnificens 

Large numbers seen around the northern coast of Cayo Coco. 
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Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Neotropic Cormorant   Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

Individuals seen at Niña Bonita. 

Double-crested Cormorant    Phalacrocorax auritus  

Commonly seen around the northern coast of Cayo Coco and Cayo Guillermo. 

 

New World Vultures  Cathartidae 
Turkey Vulture    Cathartes aura 

The commonest bird in Cuba, seen every day in large numbers.  

 

Ospreys  Pandionidae 
Western Osprey    Pandion haliaetus 

Small numbers of both the resident and migratory species were seen regularly at Las Terrazas, Las 

Salinas and the northern keys. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Northern Harrier     Circus hudsonius 

Singles seen at Niña Bonita and Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Snail Kite     Rostrhamus sociabilis 

A pair were seen foraging around fish ponds near San Diego. 

Cuban Black Hawk  (E)   Buteogallus gundlachii 

A few individuals were seen over the mangroves of Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and became 

very common in the northern keys. 

Broad-winged Hawk    Buteo platypterus 

Irregular, seen at La Güira and Bermejas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Red-tailed Hawk     Buteo jamaicensis 

A few birds seen at La Güira and Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Clapper Rail      Rallus longirostris 

2 very co-operative individuals came out of their mangrove hideaways in Cayo Coco. 

Purple Gallinule    Porphyrio martinica 

Common at Boca de Guama, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Common Gallinule    Gallinula galeata 

Small numbers seen at most large waterbodies. 

American Coot    Fulica americana 

Common at Niña Bonita, Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and Cayo Coco. 

 

Limpkin  Aramidae 
Limpkin     Aramus guarauna 

Single flyovers at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata and Rancho la Belén. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-necked Stilt    Himantopus mexicanus 

Commonly encountered at saline water bodies including Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the 

northern keys. 
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Plovers  Charadriidae 
Grey Plover     Pluvialis squatarola 

Small numbers at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata, but commoner around the northern keys. 

Semipalmated Plover   Charadrius semipalmatus 

Common in the northern keys, especially Cayo Guillermo. 

Wilson's Plover    Charadrius wilsonia 

Only a single individual was seen around Cayo Guillermo. 

Killdeer      Charadrius vociferus 

Seen at various road side stops such as Niña Bonita and Bermejas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
Northern Jacana    Jacana spinosa 

A few individuals found at a roadside marsh en route to Najasa. 

 

Sandpipers & Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Long-billed Dowitcher   Limnodromus scolopaceus  

At least 4 individuals recorded at Cayo Guillermo 

Short-billed Dowitcher   Limnodromus griseus 

Two individuals at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata while a few more were seen around Cayo Coco. 

Greater Yellowlegs    Tringa melanoleuca  

Small numbers at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata, but commoner around the northern keys. 

Lesser Yellowlegs    Tringa flavipes  

Small numbers at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata, but commoner around the northern keys. 

Willet      Tringa semipalmata 

Small numbers at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the northern keys. 

Spotted Sandpiper    Actitis macularius  

Small numbers at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Ruddy Turnstone    Arenaria interpres 

Fairly common around the northern keys, especially Cayo Coco. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper   Calidris pusilla  

Common around Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Least Sandpiper    Calidris minutilla  

Small numbers at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and common around Cayo Guillermo and Cayo 

Coco. 

Dunlin      Calidris alpina  

Small numbers around Cayo Guillermo. 

Stilt Sandpiper    Calidris himantopus  

3 individuals seen near Cayo Coco. 

 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers  Laridae 
Laughing Gull    Leucophaeus atricilla 

Commonly seen around the northern coast of Cayo Coco. 

American Herring Gull   Larus smithsonianus 

Small numbers seen around the northern coast of Cayo Coco. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull   Larus fuscus 

A single individual was found near Cayo Coco. 

Caspian Tern     Hydroprogne caspia 

Regularly seen at most large water bodies starting at the fish ponds near San Diego. 

Royal Tern     Thalasseus maximus 
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Regularly seen at most large water bodies starting at the fish ponds near San Diego. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Pigeon  (I)    Columba livia 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

White-crowned Pigeon  (CE)  Patagioenas leucocephala  

Flyovers seen at La Turba and Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Scaly-naped Pigeon  (CE)   Patagioenas squamosa  

Single flyover at Cuevas de las Portales. 

Plain Pigeon  (CE)    Patagioenas inornata 

Single bird seen at Rancho la Belén. 

Eurasian Collared Dove  (I)   Streptopelia decaocto 

Seen only around human habitation in Camagüey Province but especially common around the all-

inclusive resorts of the northern keys.  

Mourning Dove       Zenaida macroura 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Zenaida Dove     Zenaida aurita 

Seen in good numbers at the feeding station in Bermejas, Cienaga de Zapata as well as other 

forested areas.  

White-winged Dove     Zenaida asiatica 

Commonly seen around human habitation. 

Common Ground Dove    Columbina passerina 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Grey-fronted Quail-Dove  (E)  Geotrygon caniceps  

Two individuals seen particularly well, first at Soblillar then at the feeding area of Bermejas, 

Cienaga de Zapata. 

Key West Quail-Dove  (CE)   Geotrygon chrysia  

Single bird seen at a feeder near Cayo Coco. 

Ruddy Quail-Dove     Geotrygon montana 

Single bird that flushed in front of our vehicle allowing only for flight views. 

Blue-headed Quail-Dove  (E)  Starnoenas cyanocephala  

A single bird seen during the late afternoon of our first day in Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Incredibly, it walked across an open path! Great views of this very tough species.  

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Smooth-billed Ani     Crotophaga ani  

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Great Lizard Cuckoo  (CE)   Coccyzus merlini 

Very common at Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Bare-legged Owl  (E)    Margarobyas lawrencii 

A pair of roosting individuals were found inside a dead palm tree at Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Cuban Pygmy Owl  (E)   Glaucidium siju 

A single bird was found mid-morning at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Stygian Owl      Asio stygius 

Some treat this was. An adult and then a juvenile were found on day roosts at Soblillar, Cienaga de 

Zapata.  
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Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Cuban Nightjar  (E)    Caprimulgus cubanensis 

Two birds were found on day roosts at Bermejas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Antillean Palm Swift  (CE)   Tachornis phoenicobia 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

 

Hummingbirds  Trochilidae 
Cuban Emerald  (CE)   Chlorostilbon ricordii 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Bee Hummingbird  (E)   Mellisuga helenae 

Young male and female birds seen at Bermejas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Cuban Trogon  (E)    Priotelus temnurus 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Belted Kingfisher    Megaceryle alcyon 

Commonly encountered around water bodies including Las Terrazas and Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Todies  Todidae 
Cuban Tody  (E)    Todus multicolor 

Commonly encountered at Las Terrazas and Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
West Indian Woodpecker  (CE)  Melanerpes superciliaris 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker      Sphyrapicus varius 

Individuals seen at Las Terrazas and Boca de Guama, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Cuban Green Woodpecker  (E)  Xiphidiopicus percussus 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Northern Flicker     Colaptes auratus 

Single male seen sitting on nest at Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Fernandina's Flicker  (E)   Colaptes fernandinae 

A memorable late afternoon tick around a cattle pasture at Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata.  

 

Caracaras & Falcons  Falconidae 
Northern Crested Caracara   Caracara cheriway 

Individuals and family groups seen around Morón and Cayo Guillermo. 

American Kestrel    Falco sparverius 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Merlin      Falco columbarius 

Single female flying over Cayo Coco with a Greater Antillean Grackle in it’s talons.  

Peregrine Falcon    Falco peregrinus 

Singles seen at Cuevas de las Portales, Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and Cayo Coco. 
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Parrots  Psittacidae 
Cuban Parakeet  (E)    Psittacara euops 

Small flock seen around Bermejas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Cuban Amazon  (CE)   Amazona leucocephala 

Commonly seen around Playa Larga and Boca de Guama, Cienage de Zapata as well as Rancho la 

Belén. 

 

Tyrant Flycatchers  Tyrannidae 
Cuban Pewee  (CE)    Contopus caribaeus 

Commonly encountered around Las Terrazas and Cienaga de Zapata. 

Giant Kingbird  (E)    Tyrannus cubensis 

Commonly seen only at Rancho la Belén. 

Loggerhead Kingbird  (CE)   Tyrannus caudifasciatus 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

La Sagra's Flycatcher  (CE)   Myiarchus sagrae 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

 

Vireos and Greenlets  Vireonidae 
White-eyed Vireo     Vireo griseus 

Singles seen around Cayo Coco. 

Thick-billed Vireo  (CE)   Vireo crassirostris 

Single bird seen extremely well near to Cayo Coco. 

Cuban Vireo  (E)    Vireo gundlachii 

Common species recorded on most days of the tour, but took a little effort to get good visuals 

initially.  

Yellow-throated Vireo    Vireo flavifrons 

Regularly seen around Cienaga de Zapata. 

Black-whiskered Vireo    Vireo altiloquus 

Seen and heard around Las Terrazas and Boca de Guama, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
Cuban Palm Crow  (E)   Corvus minutus 

Common around Rancho la Belén. 

Cuban Crow  (CE)    Corvus nasicus 

Common around Playa Larga, Cienaga de Zapata and Rancho la Belén. 

 

Waxwings  Bombycillidae 

Cedar Waxwing     Bombycilla cedrorum 

A great surprise, a small flock of birds seen at Cayo Coco. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Tree Swallow     Tachycineta bicolor 

Recorded on a few days around La Turba and Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Cuban Martin  (??E)   Progne cryptoleuca 

Seen at Boca de Guama and Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow   Stelgidopteryx serripennis 

Small flock seen at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Barn Swallow     Hirundo rustica  

Small flock seen at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 
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Cave Swallow     Petrochelidon fulva 

Large flock of breeding birds seen at Cueva de la Portales. 

 

Wrens  Troglodytidae 

Zapata Wren  (E)    Ferminia cerverai 

While this bird was happy enough to sing it’s lungs out, it was not so keen on showing itself. A 

flash of feathers was about as good as most people were able to manage at La Turba, Cienaga de 

Zapata. 

 

Gnatcatchers  Polioptilidae 

Blue-grey Gnatcatcher     Polioptila caerulea 

A handful of individuals seen in the Cienaga de Zapata area. 

Cuban Gnatcatcher  (E)   Polioptila lembeyei 

Single bird seen actively feeding around Cayo Coco. 

 

Mockingbirds & Thrashers  Mimidae 

Grey Catbird     Dumetella carolinensis 

Regularly heard, but seen only occasionally on most days of the tour. 

Northern Mockingbird    Mimus polyglottos 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Bahama Mockingbird  (CE)   Mimus gundlachii 

Fantastic sighting of a pair of birds feeding in a nearby shrub at Cayo Guillermo. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 

Cuban Solitaire  (E)    Myadestes elisabeth 

A common species around Cuevas de las Portales only. 

Red-legged Thrush  (CE)   Turdus plumbeus 

Commonly seen on most days of the tour. 

 

Old World Sparrows & Snowfinches  Passeridae 

House Sparrow  (I)    Passer domesticus 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

 

New World Warblers  Parulidae 

Ovenbird      Seiurus aurocapilla 

Seen regularly on most days of the tour. 

Worm-eating Warbler      Helmitheros vermivorum 

Only seen at Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Louisiana Waterthrush    Parkesia motacilla 

Only seen around La Güira. 

Black-and-white Warbler    Mniotilta varia 

Regularly seen on most days of the tour. 

Common Yellowthroat    Geothlypis trichas 

Regularly seen on most days of the tour. 

American Redstart      Setophaga ruticilla 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Cape May Warbler     Setophaga tigrina 

Irregular, seen only at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata and Cayo Coco. 

Northern Parula     Setophaga americana 
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Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Magnolia Warbler     Setophaga magnolia 

Irregular, seen only at Soblillar and Bermejas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Mangrove Warbler    Setophaga petechia 

Responsive pair seen near Cayo Coco. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler    Setophaga caerulescens 

Commonly seen on most days of the tour. 

Palm Warbler     Setophaga palmarum 

The commonest warbler, seen in large numbers ever day of the tour. 

Olive-capped Warbler  (CE)  Setophaga pityophila 

Isolated to pine forest. Seen only at Cuevas de las Portales and La Güira. 

Yellow-throated Warbler    Setophaga dominica 

Small numbers seen on most days of the tour beginning at Soblillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Prairie Warbler     Setophaga discolor 

Small numbers seen only around Cienaga de Zapata. 

Black-throated Green Warbler  Setophaga virens 

Only small numbers seen irregularly at Las Terrazas and Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Family Uncertain  Incertae Sedis 5 

Yellow-headed Warbler  (E)  Teretistris fernandinae 

Excellent views around Las Terrazas. Seen regularly around Cienaga de Zapata. 

Oriente Warbler  (E)   Teretistris fornsi 

Cracking views of up to 5 individuals around Cayo Coco. 

 

Oropendolas, Orioles & Blackbirds  Icteridae 

Cuban Oriole  (E)    Icterus melanopsis 

Regularly seen throughout the tour. 

Shiny Cowbird     Molothrus bonariensis 

Uncommon, seen only around cattle and horse pastures at Fiesta Campesino and Rancho la Belén. 

Cuban Blackbird  (E)   Dives atroviolaceus 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Red-shouldered Blackbird  (E)  Agelaius assimilis 

A few birds seen in flight at Boca de Guama, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Tawny-shouldered Blackbird  (CE) Agelaius humeralis 

Common species seen on most days of the tour starting at Las Terrazas. 

Greater Antillean Grackle  (CE)  Quiscalus niger 

Very common, seen on every day of the tour.   

Eastern Meadowlark    Sturnella magna 

A pair seen displaying and foraging at Fiesta Campesino.  

 

Buntings, New World Sparrows & Allies  Emberizidae 
Zapata Sparrow  (E)    Torreornis inexpectata  

A single and very co-operative bird seen La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. An individual also seen by 

some in Cayo Coco. 

 

Tanagers & Allies  Thraupidae 
Red-legged Honeycreeper   Cyanerpes cyaneus 

A large number of birds were seen flocking at Las Terrazas. Individuals seen around Cienaga de 

Zapata.  
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Cuban Bullfinch  (CE)   Melopyrrha nigra 

A common cage bird in Cuba, we were able to see the odd individual at Las Salinas, Cienaga de 

Zapata and many more around Cayo Coco. 

Cuban Grassquit  (E)   Tiaris canorus 

A delightful pair seen on our first day of the tour at Las Terrazas. 

Yellow-faced Grassquit    Tiaris olivaceus 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Western Spindalis  (CE)   Spindalis zena 

Small numbers seen at Las Terrazas, Cienaga de Zapata and Cayo Coco. 

 

Cardinals, Grosbeaks & Allies  Cardinalidae 
Summer Tanager*    Piranga rubra 

A young sub-adult was found near Boca de Guama, Cienaga de Zapata but disappeared before 

anyone was able to get the bird in their bins.  
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