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After some very late arrivals the previous night, everybody was 

surprisingly bright and breezy for the start of our Cuban 

adventure. One rarely drives unimpeded through a capital city, 

but there are certainly more lanes than cars in La Habana! Our 

large and comfortable 24 seater bus hardly caused any need for a 

‘leg stretch’, but we took one anyway at La Coronela reservoir 

for a brief waterbird intro. Snail Kite, Brown Pelican, Pied-billed 

Grebe, Purple Gallinule, American Coot, Ringneck, Lesser 

Scaup and a surprising Tricolored Heron were all accounted for.  

 

Our first real birding started at the community-run Las Terrazas 

Biosphere Reserve. Cleared and terraced of all vegetation forty 

years ago, the entire property has been reforested to exacting 

standards, providing excellent trails and birding habitat. As 

expected, the habitat was rich in bird life, from the drab to 

obscenely colourful. Black-whiskered Vireos maintained a 

constant background audio to the stunning Cuban Tody (a new 

Family for almost everyone!), the rather small Myiarchus La 

Sagra’s Flycatcher, tear-drop eyed Cuban Pewee, Loggerhead 

Kingbird, Cuban Emerald, a host of woodpeckers including Cuban Green, West Indian, Northern 

Flicker and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Cape May Warbler and Western Spindalis provided a 

different colour hue before Red-legged Honeycreeper and Cuban Grassquit rounded off our 

‘introduction’ to Cuban birding.  

Arriving at a former French coffee plantation residence for lunch, we ticked off some 

particularly tricky Cuban species within feet of each other: Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting 

and a Myrtle Warbler. An excellent meal was taken outdoors under a mango tree before we 

departed for San Diego.  

 

Since we had enjoyed a wildly successful day, we broke with the schedule and replaced an 

afternoon of rest with a quick birding stop at La Güira instead. It was baking hot and birds were thin 

on the ground, so we stayed within the shadows having animated ID discussions about white morph 

Little Blue Heron and the like. As the afternoon wore on, we marched a few yards to scope a White-

winged Dove, before finding a Grey Kingbird high in a pine tree. No sooner had we upped sticks 

and started retreating from the deviation, when a Fernandina’s Flicker was heard calling. Having 

recently spent 5 days chasing this bird, the prospect of a full sweep of woodpeckers on the first day 

of the tour loomed. After a few seconds of panicked 

searching, we were all able to enjoy stunning views of a 

perched and preening male bird. A spot of bark tapping 

ensued on a low trunk before this incredibly attractive 

bird escaped our gaze. We also watched a pair of 

American Kestrel sit triumphantly, lizards in beak, 

before having a quick foray for one last special bird. In a 

small grove of pine trees we searched for the resident 

Olive-capped Warbler. We had yet to even think about 

using a spot of playback before two feeding individuals 

were found. Extended and even scoped views were had 

of both individuals as they fed undisturbed only a short 

distance from us – what a fantastic way to open your 

account of Cuban birding! 

 

Red-legged Thrush (Cuban race) by Adam Riley 

Cuban Emerald by Clayton Burne 
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Our second morning started off with breakfast at a 

reasonable hour before heading off to the Cuevas de las 

Portales. These wonderful limestone caves play host to a 

colony of Cave Swallows as well as being the former 

‘home’ of Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. We got off to the perfect start with the 

drab but lyrical Cuban Solitaire filling our scope. Three 

Cuban Trogons competed for our attention while a large 

number of Cuban Martins flew overhead. Putting the 

birds to one side for a moment, we set off to explore the 

cave system a little more. The impressive Cave Swallow 

colony was in full swing, with large chicks being fed by 

observant parents. We spotlighted a crevice jammed 

with Butterfly Bats before moving onwards to the small 

breeze block structure that once played home to 

Commandante Che. Our local guide filled us in on the 

requisite background to the Cuban Missile Crisis while Cuban Solitaire echoed off most rock faces. 

After a thoroughly absorbing history lesson we climbed to a higher vantage point where more 

Cuban Solitaire could be seen, as well as a perched Scaly-naped Pigeon. 

 

As the day wore on, we slowly left the cave system only to be stopped by two Great Lizard 

Cuckoos. Clearly unimpressed with each other, we were treated to a display of tail flaring, feather 

puffing and general rough and tumble behaviour. Our keen birder/driver then came to collect us for 

another treat. While we had been off birding the cave area, he had found a Cuban Pygmy Owl. It 

took a matter of seconds to find the little fellow, sitting quietly and remarkably un-harassed in a 

palm frond. The owl did what most of us would like all birds to do - sit quietly so we can all take a 

few photos. Photos in hand, we boarded the bus and made our way slowly through La Güira. A 

short stop to search for more Olive-capped Warbler resulted in quick views of Yellow-headed 

Warbler instead. Yet another Grey Kingbird (I say yet another, there were none over the previous 

weeks!), a noisy Northern Flicker and some distant Olive-capped Warblers were added before we 

called it a day.  

 

The afternoon got off to a slow start and failed to improve much. The nearby fish ponds had few 

birds about, though we did get our first Western Osprey and Royal Terns of the tour. Cutting our 

losses, we headed back to La Güira for the remainder of the afternoon. A few more Cuban Tody 

sightings, followed by more close ups of Great Lizard Cuckoo, summed up the afternoon.  

 

We left San Diego after breakfast heading for the 

southern coast and the national park of Cienaga de 

Zapata. A short stop at Niña Bonita added a few 

additions to the waterbird list, including Red-

breasted Merganser and Greater Scaup. The 

weather deteriorated casting light to heavy rain on 

over our journey south. Despite the grey and wet 

conditions, we managed a few minutes of birding 

at our lunch stop of Fiesta Campesina. A host of 

warblers included Prairie and Black-throated Blue, 

a very wet and rough looking Yellow-throated, as 

well as a rather dapper Easter Meadowlark prone to 

song. 

Cuban Grassquit (male) by Clayton Burne 

Cuban Trogon by Adam Riley 
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Entering the Cienaga de Zapata National Park, we 

undertook a short birding stop at Boca de Guama. Our 

luck was in as a large flock of over 20 Red-shouldered 

Blackbirds sat in a parking lot tree. We got moving 

shortly afterwards, being stopped almost immediately by 

a pair of Cuban Crow. I was eager to get on with things, 

but kept getting held up by Endemic Cuban birds! We 

arrived in Playa Larga not long after and began the 

check-in process at our hotel. While the paperwork was 

being sorted, a short walk of the grounds gave us the 

easiest Fernandina’s Flicker I’ve ever managed - calling 

incessantly from the top of a dead branch inside the lodge 

grounds! It was starting to look as though I over-

exaggerated the difficulty of some species, Fernandina’s 

Flicker twice inside the first 3 days of the tour! We managed to tear ourselves away from the flicker 

for a flock of Cuban Amazons across the road, before it was again time to head out for more 

birding. Meeting up with our local guide, we made our way to the slightly damp Soplillar area. 

Birding was almost immediate with Great Lizard Cuckoo after Great Lizard Cuckoo. Ignoring the 

numerous woodpeckers, we made our way to thicket for excellent views of both Yellow-headed 

Warbler as well as our first Cuban Vireos. More marching ensued as we tried to beat the potential 

downpours. Luckily there was no rain, allowing us more than enough time to rouse a roosting Bare-

legged Owl. The day was nearly over, but not before some more good views of Cuban Trogon and 

Cuban Tody.  

  

An early start saw us traipsing out to a long dyke within the Cienaga de Zapata swamp. We were 

now starting to target certain species, and the day’s affairs were to begin with an attempt for Zapata 

Sparrow. A short walk along the dyke produced numerous Black-crowned Night Herons and a 

preposterously exposed Cuban Screech Owl sitting on the highest available snag. Upon reaching 

our targeted site, the Zapata Sparrow proved reliable yet again. A single male was quickly found 

and proved particularly confiding as it fed within an arms-reach or so of most of us. Last night’s 

rain had the insects out in force, a feast not being missed out on by numerous Cuban Pewees, 

Loggerhead Kingbirds and La Sagra’s Flycatchers. While not on our target list today, we speculated 

for Zapata Wren and even had a distant response. Not to bother, we would be coming back in a few 

day’s time to make a proper attempt at this agoraphobic songster.  

Cuban Vireo by Luis Segura 

Bare-legged Owl by Clayton Burne 
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With a few hours to spare, we walked about the crocodile 

farm at Boca de Guama. Despite the intensifying wind, 

we managed to add a Northern Waterthrush amongst the 

commoner warbler species. Common and Purple 

Gallinules played chicken in the Cuban Crocodile 

breeding pens before we called it a morning and headed 

back to the beach. A long lunch and a short rest preceded 

out trip out to Las Salinas for a spot of waders and 

waterfowl. En route, two obliging Cuban Black Hawks 

sat above the road before we jumped out for an attempt at 

Cuban Bullfinch. Sadly, we had all seen this bird many 

times, always inside a wooden cage. Our first effort was 

well-rewarded as two stellar males passed over our heads 

aside two equally fantastic Cuban Vireos. We enjoyed 

this double sighting before the mosquitos chased us back 

into our comfortable bus. The more exposed mangrove 

swamp had less critters and was the preferred location to 

look for assorted waders. Our first dip was the most 

successful with a whole host of birds clustered on a small island; Black-necked Stilt, Long-billed 

Dowitcher, Lesser Yellowlegs, Ruddy Turnstone, Dunlin and a dozen or so Stilt Sandpipers 

completed the party. There was still plenty of time for further additions including American White 

Pelican, American Flamingo, Roseate Spoonbill, Northern Harrier, both migratory and resident sub-

species of Western Osprey, and a near-complete set of Herons. While white phase Little Blue Heron 

was the order of the day, an equally white Reddish Egret ticked the ‘favourite bird of the afternoon’ 

box for some. We still had time to return to the hotel to catch the setting sun with drink in hand.  

 

Up at some bird-forsaken hour, we patrolled the hotel grounds for Stygian Owl. Despite our best 

effort, we could not find or hear anything. A sharp breakfast was followed by the drive to Bermeja 

for the hoped for Quail-Dove show. Arriving while still dark, we hung around for 10 minutes until 

there was enough visibility. Standing quietly behind our makeshift ‘hide’, we waited in silence 

while Zenaida Doves and an Ovenbird hoarded the open trail. At the very furthermost turn in the 

trail, we could just about make out a Ruddy Quail-Dove - but it did not stick about for long.  A 

small flock of Cuban Parakeets flew overhead, offering everyone a view at least. Fortunately, we 

did not have to wait too long for cracking views of Grey-fronted Quail-Dove. This confiding 

Reddish Egret by Clayton Burne 

Zapata Sparrow by Clayton Burne 
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individual gave 10 minutes of its time to us before melting 

away into the undergrowth. With time running out for the 

remaining Quail-Doves, it was decided to take a more 

proactive approach and walk down the various trails instead. 

We managed one more Grey-fronted Quail-Dove, but little 

else. Even the Cuban Nightjar roost was barren... Leaving the 

forest we made our way along the road scanning the fruit trees 

for a better sighting of Cuban Parakeet, but our luck definitely 

seemed to be out as no parakeets could be found.  

 

Surely our luck could not have run out completely yet? Well, it 

was time for the star of the morning – hopefully. A number of 

Bee Hummingbirds were present in their favourite white 

flowers. We could find no adult males, but were more than 

happy with a number of sub-adult males and females that 

perched incredibly overhead. We had barely started looking at 

the Bee Hummingbirds when a medium sized ‘Accipiter’-like 

raptor flew low overhead. Barely able to contain myself, I shot 

from the hip - Gundlach’s surely! A quick sprint back down 

the road with clients in tow allowed all of us to see and photograph a circling bird, but it was no 

Gundlach’s, rather an immature Broad-winged Hawk. Oh well, back to the Bee Hummingbird for 

more certain enjoyment. With that, we headed to the beach of Canete Buena for lunch and a spot of 

swimming in the natural limestone pools backing onto the Caribbean Sea.  

 

Our afternoon was a somewhat quieter affair spent looking for Blue-headed Quail-Dove. A return to 

Soplillar produced little in the way of new species, but did give us some excellent views of Cuban 

Trogon. Excitement was forthcoming in the way of a reptile however, as yours truly dashed off 

down a trail to grab a Cuban Racer (what the locals call the Cuban Cobra). A non-venomous reptile, 

it defends itself by displaying a hood similar to an African or Asian Cobra, but releases nothing 

more dangerous than some foul smelling musk. Sporting foul smelling hands, we headed into the 

deeper forest without much luck in the way of Quail-Doves. Our local guide and I decided it might 

be worth trying to locate the day roost of a Stygian Owl. Some 20 minutes of effort paid off when 

we found said owl high up in a dense snag. An excited dash through the undergrowth to collect 

everybody ended with some high quality views of this rarely-seen bird. With the owl taken care of, 

we made our way back to the vehicle and headed home, elated with the Stygian Owl, but nursing 

our bruises at the lack of any Quail-Doves.  

 

Grey-fronted Quail-Dove by Rich Lindie 

Cuban Bullfinch by Clayton Burne 
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Ten minutes after disembarking at our hotel, a 

confab ensued between the guides - resulting in a 

hastily arranged excursion for one last attempt at 

the Blue-headed Quail-Dove. With half our 

people in the shower, we amazingly had 

everyone dressed and ready to go in less than 10 

minutes. Alighting at our forest patch, we entered 

with some level of trepidation. This was the last 

chance we had; miss the bird now and it would 

stay missed. We sat in wait; a wait that lasted 

only 30 seconds, as not only one, but TWO Blue-

headed Quail-Doves strolled into view! What I 

mean to say is that they strolled onto the grass 

lawn, gloriously lit up by the late afternoon sun! 

There was no need to crawl about among the leaf 

litter or mosquito-ridden trails - we might even 

have partaken of some sundowners had we known how easy this was going to be. A momentous 

end to a long and sometimes trying day. 

 

There were a few catch-up birds required the next morning as well as a proper attempt at finding the 

Zapata Wren: another early start to be on site well before first light. A Cuban Nightjar responded 

almost immediately to call, but flew over only once before everyone could get onto it. Rather 

unexpectedly, I heard the high pitched screech of a Stygian Owl. A short toot of tape had the owl 

flying silently down the roads towards us, an excellent view of the bird in flight. No perch was 

found and we left the owl to continue hunting for wood warblers. We trundled further down the 

road trying for Cuban Nightjar, but to no avail. With dawn breaking, it was time to cut our losses 

and head for the Zapata Wren site. Just as we turned to leave, a Cuban Nightjar flew overhead. We 

all managed a few brief views and a vocalisation before the bird slipped away, no doubt looking for 

a likely roost for the coming day.  

 

After such a good start, I felt our chances for the wren were pretty good. Our luck seemed to have 

improved dramatically with yesterday evening’s Blue-headed Quail-Dove. However, almost an 

hour of searching for the wren had yielded little, only a single note of song in fact. A Blue-grey 

Gnatcatcher broke the monotony of the barren sedges, a good reminder of this species’ field 

characteristics for comparison with the expected Cuban Gnatcatcher. It was getting to that stage of 

 

Blue-headed Quail-Dove by Rich Lindie 

Stygian Owl by Luis Segura 
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the morning where the dreaded possibility of 

‘dipping’ became likely. Thankfully, as has been 

the case on numerous occasions on this tour, 

nothing is ever over until the fat lady/wren sings 

- which it did. A few panicked moments were 

had trying to find this reedbed skulker before it 

sat up and proceeded to chide its neighbour. Not 

only was the bird sitting up and in the open, even 

the early morning sunlight was behind us. 

Banded and barred, this agoraphobic bird defied 

all expectations and gave everyone a 5 minute, 

practically uninterrupted view. Having given his 

neighbour a good tongue lashing, the bird 

dropped from its perch - territory intact 

presumably.  

 Despite our efforts and some great 

sightings, we were still on time for the long day 

ahead. Next was the major town of Santa Clara for a quick visit to the large memorial of Ernesto 

‘Che’ Guevara. It was decided to push on immediately towards Najasa, taking an expedient lunch 

break en route. We made only one short stop to twitch some Northern Jacana before arriving at 

Rancho la Belén. Only a short ‘baños’ break was allowed before we headed into the field. A large 

flock of Helmeted Guineafowl greeted us before we got our teeth into some proper birds. The call 

of a Giant Kingbird got our attention, eventually being found rather distantly. We could bank that at 

least, but better views were desirable. The late afternoon provided some excellent birding, and 

besides the Cuban Crows we had a number of flyby Plain Pigeons, eventually finding some perched 

individuals for scoped views. Cuban Amazons flew by, gloriously illuminated in the dying sun. 

Cuban Parakeets joined the show, finally allowing everyone to get some decent views of them in 

flight. This was swiftly followed with a noisy struggle between a pair of Cuban Parakeet and a West 

Indian Woodpecker over a nesting hole. The parakeets seemed to win, at least they both scuttled 

into the hole before the woodpecker could do much about it. One parakeet was kind enough to pop 

his head out, no doubt glaring at the woodpecker who still hung above the hole in hope.  

 Strangely, given the number of crows about, we had still not seen the last of the endemics - 

Cuban Palm Crow. Of course we were not concerned, for it was only a matter of time before one 

was found. Distinguished by voice, we had good scoped views of two individuals before finding a 

single bird walking on the ground, as opposed to 

hopping as Cuban Crows are prone to doing. A 

long and 100% successful day was now at an 

end. Post dinner we even took a punt at finding a 

Western Barn Owl - given our luck today, it was 

hardly surprising when one came flying to perch 

on an exposed branch only 20 yards away. A fine 

way to end the day, which had started with one 

owl and ended with another.  

 

Not wanting to dither about, we boarded the bus 

for the long drive north to the coastal island Keys 

of Cayo Coco and Cayo Guillermo. The roadside 

verges held the odd bird of interest; Northern 

Jacana, Northern Harrier, Northern Crested 

Caracara and Eastern Meadowlark. Mainland 

Giant Kingbird by Clayton Burne 

Bee Hummingbird by Luis Segura 
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Cuba ended and a 17km long causeway through crystal 

waters opened up before us. Red-breasted Merganser, 

Magnificent Frigatebird, Brown Pelican and plenty of 

Laughing Gull kept us entertained for the ride. Check-in 

at our all-inclusive resort accomplished, we rifled 

through lunch and headed back into the field, or 

mangroves to be more accurate. Not stopping for the 

commoner Northern Shoveler, American Flamingo or 

Blue-winged Teal, it was straight to Cueva del Javalin. 

A small set of limestone caves that are home to some 

decent sized trees, and on Tuesdays and Thursdays the 

place to have your eardrums adjusted at the bass 

thumping rave parties... Anyhow, it was Monday and 

we were looking for a specific bird. As time ticked by, 

our target bird had not shown and we headed a little 

down the road to find one of two remaining Cuban 

Endemics - the Oriente Warbler. On cue, two gorgeous 

little critters popped out for an autograph.  

 

Then it was back to waiting at the small, shaded bird baths. Another hour of overhead warbler 

watching passed before the target of all this effort finally deigned to visit - the last of the Quail-

Doves, indeed it was the Ace in our full hand of Columbids on this tour - the Key West Quail-

Dove! And, much like London busses, one was swiftly joined by another. Taking much pleasure 

and way too many photos, we left the Quail-Doves in peace to chase some more Caribbean 

Endemics. Around the corner, we stopped at another upscale resort to scan the lagoon for West 

Indian Whistling Duck. Locating four individuals, we walked into the resort and managed to 

persuade the security detail to give us access to the property for a few minutes. Standing on the 

deck of one of the units, we were able to get a much better impression of the bird’s characteristics 

and a few photos to boot. All the correct boxes ticked for the day, we returned to Cayo Guillermo 

for some much needed R&R. 

 

Our last full day of birding on Cuba needed to be a good one. The weather forecast was not great, 

so we headed out ready for all eventualities. First up was another great twitch, a flock of over 30 

Cedar Waxwings hanging about some fruiting trees along the main Cayo Coco access road. More 

surprises were to be found within the fruiting 

trees, with fully plumed Tennessee and an 

Orange-crowned Warbler slightly east of their 

usual migratory routes. Then it was off to Cayo 

Paredón Grande for our final Cuban Endemic. 

Before we could find the Gnatcatcher, we heard 

Thick-billed Vireo - a highly restricted 

Caribbean Endemic that winters on Cuba’s 

northern keys. Two birds responded well to our 

spishing, providing brief but unhindered views. 

No sooner had this sighting been completed than 

I found a small flock of four Cuban Gnatcatchers 

right next to the road. Feeding quietly, we were 

able to enjoy extended views of these seriously 

cute birds getting stuck into their breakfast. I had 

submitted a special request to our local guide for 

Cuban Black Hawk by Clayton Burne 

Oriente Warbler by Rich Lindie 
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today and he duly went about searching for and finding not one, but two Mangrove Cuckoos right 

next to the dirt road. Again, we were treated to incredible views of two exposed individuals at close 

quarters. Even our birding bus driver managed a lifer today! The return journey saw us claim 

another good sighting of 2 confiding Clapper Rails before we found two Wood Storks tailing the 

bus.  

 

After lunch we headed back into the field for 

some wader and gull ID... and to find the last 

Caribbean Endemic that we were missing, the 

Bahama Mockingbird. Starting at the mangrove 

flats right next to our hotel, we added an 

incredible number of waders to the list; Semi-

palmated Plover, Short-billed and Long-billed 

Dowitchers, a single Whimbrel, Greater and 

Lesser Yellowlegs, Willet, Ruddy Turnstone, 

Semipalmated, Western and Least Sandpiper. I 

had calculated at the beginning of the day that 

we stood an outside chance of breaking the 

current list record for this tour - after this array 

of waders, we were tied already and with the 

rest of the afternoon still to work with. Around 

the corner from the hotel, we speculated for Bahama Mockingbird. Eventually one gave us a 

response, but steadfastly refused to leave his distant perch. Scoped views it would have to be, but a 

Bahama Mockingbird is a Bahama Mockingbird as one might say. The minor significance of having 

broken the list record with such a bird was much appreciated. Instead of relaxing for the rest of the 

afternoon, we would in fact go on a twitching expedition, adding rarely recorded species including 

Solitary Sandpiper, American Wigeon and Sanderling.  

 

It was not quite the end of the tour this evening, but two of our group were going to be leaving early 

the following morning. As luck would have it, we would also be celebrating Jenny’s birthday this 

evening. Some decent advanced organisation meant that the inscribed birthday cake arrived on cue 

to Jenny’s pleasant surprise!  

 

Our last morning of birding was a sedate one, combing the mudflats for waders. Nothing new 

presented itself, but we were able to wrap up with a very brave Clapper Rail that walked 

Cuban Gnatcatcher by Adam Riley 

West Indian Whistling Duck by Rich Lindie 
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nonchalantly exposed near a busy bridge. We headed off to Cayo Coco airport for our afternoon 

flight to Habana and a cultural excursion around the old city. The short walking tour was followed 

by an exquisite meal at a rather famous local restaurant. What to say: incredible birds, beautiful 

settings and an unrivalled history make Cuba a must visit destination – a destination to visit sooner 

rather than later I might say, for Cuba is changing and the attributes that make this island such a 

unique spectre will surely be eroded in coming years.  

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 4.1 List of: Gill, F. and Wright, M. Generated in 2014. Birds 

of the World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. Brackets indicate 

Clements [omissions] and (changes) 

 

Total species recorded: 167  

 
E = Cuban Endemic             CE = Restricted to the Caribbean             I = Introduced 

 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
West Indian Whistling Duck  (CE)  Dendrocygna arborea 

Four individuals seen around Cayo Coco. 

American Wigeon    Anas americana 

A large flock of over 20 individuals were found at a water treatment plant on Cayo Coco. 

Blue-winged Teal    Anas discors 

Small numbers were seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata while many more were seen around 

Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Northern Shoveler    Anas clypeata  

Large numbers seen around Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Ring-necked Duck     Aythya collaris 

Small numbers found at La Coronela & Niña Bonita. 

Greater Scaup    Aythya marila 

Small numbers found at Niña Bonita. 

Lesser Scaup     Aythya affinis 

Numerous only at Niña Bonita. 

Red-breasted Merganser    Mergus serrator 

Fairly common around the northern coast of Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Ruddy Duck      Oxyura jamaicensis 

Small numbers found at Niña Bonita. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl  (I)   Numida meleagris 

Common around Rancho la Belén. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Least Grebe     Tachybaptus dominicus 

A rather large flock numbering over 20 individuals was seen at Las Terrazas. A further individual 

was seen in wooded mangroves on Cayo Coco. 

Pied-billed Grebe    Podilymbus podiceps 

Seen regularly around most water bodies starting at La Coronela & Niña Bonita. 
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Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
American Flamingo    Phoenicopterus ruber  

Large flocks of adults and sub-adults seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. Many more seen at 

Cayo Guillermo. 

 

Storks  Ciconiidae 
Wood Stork     Mycteria americana  

Two individuals seen following our bus at Cayo Paredón Grande. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
American White Ibis    Eudocimus albus 

Decent numbers of adults and juveniles seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the northern 

keys. 

Roseate Spoonbill    Platalea ajaja 

Small numbers seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the northern keys. 

 

Herons & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax  

Common at water bodies in the Cienaga de Zapata swamp. 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron  Nyctanassa violacea 

One sub-adult seen on the mudflats Cayo Guillermo. 

Green Heron     Butorides virescens 

Common at all water bodies starting at Las Terrazas. 

Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis 

Very common bird seen on almost all days of the tour. 

Great Blue Heron    Ardea herodias 

Small numbers at most large water bodies including a pure white phase adult at Cayo Guillermo. 

Great Egret     Ardea alba 

Commonly seen on most days of the tour. 

Reddish Egret    Egretta rufescens 

Small numbers seen fishing at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the northern keys. White phase 

adults seen frequently in the northern keys. 

Tricolored Heron    Egretta tricolor 

Small numbers seen at Las Salinas and Boca de Guama, Cienaga de Zapata. Large numbers seen 

around the northern coast of Cayo Coco and Cayo Guillermo. 

Little Blue Heron    Egretta caerulea 

Commonly seen at most water bodies starting at Las Terazzas. White morph fairly common. 

Snowy Egret     Egretta thula 

Commonly seen at most water bodies starting at Niña Bonita. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
American White Pelican   Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 

A number of adults seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Brown Pelican    Pelecanus occidentalis 

Very commonly found along the coasts and at La Coronela & Niña Bonita. 

 

Frigatebirds  Fregatidae 
Magnificent Frigatebird   Fregata magnificens 

Distant views at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. Small numbers around northern Cayo Coco coast. 
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Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Neotropic Cormorant   Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

Widespread at most waterbodies in Cuba. 

Double-crested Cormorant    Phalacrocorax auritus  

Individuals seen around Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the northern coast of Cayo Coco and 

Cayo Guillermo. 

 

Anhingas, Darters  Anhingidae 
Anhinga     Anhinga anhinga 

Singles seen at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata and Cayo Coco. 

 

New World Vultures  Cathartidae 
Turkey Vulture    Cathartes aura 

The commonest bird in Cuba, seen every day in large numbers.  

 

Ospreys  Pandionidae 
Western Osprey    Pandion haliaetus 

Small numbers of both the resident and the migratory sub-species were seen regularly at Las 

Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the northern keys. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Northern Harrier     Circus hudsonius 

A distant bird seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. A beautiful adult male seen flying over the 

road near Morón en route to Cayo Coco. 

Snail Kite     Rostrhamus sociabilis 

A pair were seen foraging around Las Coronela Lake. 

Cuban Black Hawk  (E)   Buteogallus gundlachii 

A few individuals were seen over the mangroves of Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and became 

very common in the northern keys including a seemingly habituated individual around our hotel in 

Cayo Guillermo. 

Broad-winged Hawk    Buteo platypterus 

Common at Las Terrazas and La Güira. 

Red-tailed Hawk     Buteo jamaicensis 

A few birds seen en route to Cienaga de Zapata and Cayo Coco. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Clapper Rail      Rallus longirostris 

2 very co-operative individuals came out of their mangrove hideaways in Cayo Coco while another 

bold individual was seen very close to our hotel in Cayo Guillermo. 

Purple Gallinule    Porphyrio martinica 

Regular at most waterbodies starting at La Coronela. 

Common Gallinule    Gallinula galeata 

Decent numbers seen at most large waterbodies. 

American Coot    Fulica americana 

Common at Niña Bonita, Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and Cayo Coco. 

 

Limpkin  Aramidae 
Limpkin     Aramus guarauna 
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Many heard calling, but only a single flyover was seen at Rancho la Belén. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-necked Stilt    Himantopus mexicanus 

Commonly encountered at saline water bodies including Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the 

northern keys. 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Grey Plover     Pluvialis squatarola 

Fairly common around the northern keys. Some birds coming into breeding plumage. 

Semipalmated Plover   Charadrius semipalmatus 

Common in the northern keys, especially Cayo Guillermo. 

Killdeer      Charadrius vociferus 

Seen at various road sides and grassy patches around Las Terazzas and Bermeja, Cienaga de 

Zapata. Many more seen around water bodies of the northern keys. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
Northern Jacana    Jacana spinosa 

A few individuals found at roadside marshes en route to and from Najasa. 

 

Sandpipers & Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Short-billed Dowitcher   Limnodromus griseus 

Small flocks around Cayo Guillermo. Most seem to have migrated already. 

Long-billed Dowitcher   Limnodromus scolopaceus  

Large flocks present around Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. Some entering breeding plumage. 

Whimbrel     Numenius phaeops  

1 individual seen at Cayo Guillermo. 

Greater Yellowlegs    Tringa melanoleuca  

Fairly common around the northern keys. 

Lesser Yellowlegs    Tringa flavipes  

Small numbers at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata, but commoner around the northern keys. 

Solitary Sandpiper    Tringa solitaria  

At least 2 individuals seen at the water treatment works on Cayo Coco. 

Willet      Tringa semipalmata 

Small numbers at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and the northern keys. 

Spotted Sandpiper    Actitis macularius  

Singles seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata as well as the water treatment works of Cayo Coco. 

Ruddy Turnstone    Arenaria interpres 

Small number of birds seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and a few more around the northern 

keys. Many had partial breeding plumage. 

Sanderling     Calidris alba  

Large flock of around 20 individuals seen from a remote beech in Cayo Coco. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper   Calidris pusilla  

Common around Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Western Sandpiper    Calidris mauri  

Small numbers around Cayo Guillermo. 

Least Sandpiper    Calidris minutilla  

Common around Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Dunlin      Calidris alpina  
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Small numbers around Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and another couple at Cayo Guillermo. 

Stilt Sandpiper    Calidris himantopus  

At least 8 individuals seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers  Laridae 
Laughing Gull    Leucophaeus atricilla 

Commonly seen around the northern coast of Cayo Coco. 

Ring-billed Gull    Larus delawarensis 

Small numbers seen around the northern coast of Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull   Larus fuscus 

A single individual was found near Cayo Coco. 

Caspian Tern     Hydroprogne caspia 

Uncommon, a few individuals seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata and a couple more on Cayo 

Coco. 

Royal Tern     Thalasseus maximus 

Regularly seen at most large water bodies starting at the fish ponds near San Diego. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Pigeon  (I)    Columba livia 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

White-crowned Pigeon  (CE)  Patagioenas leucocephala  

Some distant birds scoped at Cuevas de las Portales. 

Scaly-naped Pigeon  (CE)   Patagioenas squamosa  

Beautifully perched individuals showing the ‘scaly nape’ at Cuevas de las Portales. 

Plain Pigeon  (CE)    Patagioenas inornata 

A number of flying and perched individuals seen at Rancho la Belén. 

Eurasian Collared Dove  (I)   Streptopelia decaocto 

Seen only around human habitation in Camagüey Province but especially common around the all-

inclusive resorts of the northern keys and Habana. 

Mourning Dove       Zenaida macroura 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Zenaida Dove     Zenaida aurita 

Many seen at the feeding station in Bermeja, Cienaga de Zapata and other forested areas.  

White-winged Dove     Zenaida asiatica 

Commonly seen around human habitation and at road side verges. 

Common Ground Dove    Columbina passerina 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Grey-fronted Quail-Dove  (E)  Geotrygon caniceps  

Two individuals seen particularly well at Bermeja, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Key West Quail-Dove  (CE)   Geotrygon chrysia  

Two stunning individuals came into the birdbaths near Cayo Coco. 

Ruddy Quail-Dove     Geotrygon montana 

Poorly seen at the end of the trail in Bermeja, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Blue-headed Quail-Dove  (E)  Starnoenas cyanocephala  

Two individuals seen during the late afternoon at Cuevas de las Peces, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Incredibly, they walked onto an open grass lawn. Great views of this very tough species.  

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Smooth-billed Ani     Crotophaga ani  

Very common species seen on most days of the tour starting at Las Terazzas. 
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Mangrove Cuckoo     Coccyzus minor  

Another great find, two confiding individuals allowed for close approaches next to the road on 

Cayo Paredón Grande. 

Great Lizard Cuckoo  (CE)   Coccyzus merlini 

Seen well at Cuevas de las Portales and very common at Soplillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Barn Owls  Tytonidae 
Western Barn Owl    Tyto alba 

A brilliant individual came in to an open perch at Rancho la Belén. 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Bare-legged Owl  (E)    Margarobyas lawrencii 

A single roosting individual was found inside a dead palm tree at Soplillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Cuban Pygmy Owl  (E)   Glaucidium siju 

A single bird was found mid-morning at Cuevas de las Portales. Commonly heard calling all over 

Cienaga de Zapata. 

Stygian Owl      Asio stygius 

Some treat this was. An adult was found on a day roost at Soplillar, Cienaga de Zapata. Another 

individual was seen in flight the following morning at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Cuban Nightjar  (E)    Caprimulgus cubanensis 

A single bird seen in flight as well as briefly perched by some at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Antillean Palm Swift  (CE)   Tachornis phoenicobia 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

 

Hummingbirds  Trochilidae 
Cuban Emerald  (CE)   Chlorostilbon ricordii 

Common species seen on most days of the tour starting at Las Terazzas. 

Bee Hummingbird  (E)   Mellisuga helenae 

Young male and female birds seen at Bermeja, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Cuban Trogon  (E)    Priotelus temnurus 

Common species seen on most days of the tour, starting at Las Terazzas. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Belted Kingfisher    Megaceryle alcyon 

Commonly encountered around water bodies including Las Terrazas, Cienaga de Zapata and the 

northern keys. 

 

Todies  Todidae 
Cuban Tody  (E)    Todus multicolor 

Commonly encountered at Las Terrazas, La Güira, Soplillar and Bermeja, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
West Indian Woodpecker  (CE)  Melanerpes superciliaris 
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Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker      Sphyrapicus varius 

Individuals seen at Las Terrazas, La Güira and the Cienaga de Zapata. Incredible number of trees 

that had been completely ‘sapsuckered’.  

Cuban Green Woodpecker  (E)  Xiphidiopicus percussus 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Northern Flicker     Colaptes auratus 

Single male found at Cuevas de las Portales. 

Fernandina's Flicker  (E)   Colaptes fernandinae 

A memorable late afternoon tick at La Güira to complete the full set of Woodpeckers by the end of 

Day 1! Seen again inside the grounds of our accommodation in Playa Larga. 

 

Caracaras & Falcons  Falconidae 
Northern Crested Caracara   Caracara cheriway 

Individuals and family groups seen around Boca de Guama and Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Became very common on the northern keys. 

American Kestrel    Falco sparverius 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Peregrine Falcon    Falco peregrinus 

Single individual seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Cuban Parakeet  (E)    Psittacara euops 

Small flock seen over Bermeja, Cienaga de Zapata. Followed by a much better sighting of birds in 

flight as well as inside a nesting cavity at Rancho la Belén where they fought with a West Indian 

Woodpecker for ownership of the nest hole. 

Cuban Amazon  (CE)   Amazona leucocephala 

Commonly seen around Playa Larga and Boca de Guama, Cienage de Zapata as well as Rancho la 

Belén. 

 

Tyrant Flycatchers  Tyrannidae 
Cuban Pewee  (CE)    Contopus caribaeus 

Commonly encountered on most days of the tour starting at Las Terazzas. 

Grey Kingbird    Tyrannus dominicensis 

A number of individuals recorded at La Güira, Cuevas de las Portales and the northern keys. 

Giant Kingbird  (E)    Tyrannus cubensis 

Commonly seen only at Rancho la Belén. 

Loggerhead Kingbird  (CE)   Tyrannus caudifasciatus 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

La Sagra's Flycatcher  (CE)   Myiarchus sagrae 

Common species seen on most days of the tour starting at Las Terazzas.  

 

Vireos and Greenlets  Vireonidae 
Thick-billed Vireo  (CE)   Vireo crassirostris 

Two individuals seen extremely well near Cayo Paredón Grande. 

Cuban Vireo  (E)    Vireo gundlachii 

Fairly commonly encountered species, became regular around the Cienaga de Zapata.  

Yellow-throated Vireo    Vireo flavifrons 

Single individual recorded in La Güira. 

Black-whiskered Vireo    Vireo altiloquus 
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Common around Las Terrazas and Boca de Guama, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
Cuban Palm Crow  (E)   Corvus minutus 

Fairly common around Rancho la Belén. 

Cuban Crow  (CE)    Corvus nasicus 

Common around Playa Larga, Cienaga de Zapata and particularly at Rancho la Belén. 

 

Waxwings  Bombycillidae 

Cedar Waxwing     Bombycilla cedrorum 

Another great surprise, a small flock of about 35 birds seen at Cayo Coco. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Tree Swallow     Tachycineta bicolor 

Fairly commonly seen around Niña Bonita and Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Cuban Martin  (?E)    Progne cryptoleuca 

Seen at Cuevas de las Portales as well as Boca de Guama and Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata. More 

individuals were also seen over the northern keys. 

Barn Swallow     Hirundo rustica  

Small flocks seen at La Coronela, Niña Bonita and La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Cave Swallow     Petrochelidon fulva 

Large flock of breeding birds seen at Cueva de las Portales and later sheltering under the roof of a 

bar at Caneta Buena. Huge flock of migrating (?) birds seen around La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Wrens  Troglodytidae 

Zapata Wren  (E)    Ferminia cerverai 

An incredible view of this skulking species at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

Gnatcatchers  Polioptilidae 

Blue-grey Gnatcatcher     Polioptila caerulea 

A single bird seen at La Turba Cienaga de Zapata. 

Cuban Gnatcatcher  (E)   Polioptila lembeyei 

Four birds seen actively feeding around Cayo Paredón Grande. 

 

Mockingbirds & Thrashers  Mimidae 

Grey Catbird     Dumetella carolinensis 

Regularly heard and seen on most days of the tour. Up to 6 individuals congregated around the bird 

baths of Cueva las Javalin on Cayo Coco. 

Northern Mockingbird    Mimus polyglottos 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Bahama Mockingbird  (CE)   Mimus gundlachii 

Distant view of a single bird singing from atop a shrub at Cayo Guillermo. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 

Cuban Solitaire  (E)    Myadestes elisabeth 

A common species around Cuevas de las Portales only. 

Red-legged Thrush  (CE)   Turdus plumbeus 

Commonly seen on most days of the tour. 
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Old World Sparrows & Snowfinches  Passeridae 

House Sparrow  (I)    Passer domesticus 

Very common species seen on most days of the tour. 

 

New World Warblers  Parulidae 

Ovenbird      Seiurus aurocapilla 

Seen well at Bermeja and Soplillar, Cienage de Zapata. Widespread in the northern keys. 

Louisiana Waterthrush    Parkesia motacilla 

Single bird seen at La Güira. 

Northern Waterthrush    Parkesia noveboracensis 

Single bird seen at Boca de Guama and Cayo Coco. 

Black-and-white Warbler    Mniotilta varia 

Uncommon, but seen on most days of the tour. 

Tennessee Warbler       Leiothlypis peregrina 

Single bird seen in full breeding plumage at Cayo Coco by some. 

Orange-crowed Warbler      Leiothlypis celata 

Single bird seen at Cayo Coco by some. 

Common Yellowthroat    Geothlypis trichas 

Regularly seen on most days of the tour, especially at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata. 

American Redstart      Setophaga ruticilla 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Cape May Warbler     Setophaga tigrina 

Beautiful breeding plumaged males seen on most days of the tour. 

Northern Parula     Setophaga americana 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Mangrove Warbler    Setophaga petechia 

Individual seen at Las Salinas, Cienaga de Zapata as well as the mangrove laden northern keys. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler    Setophaga caerulescens 

Uncommon, but seen on most days of the tour. A number of females, but many gorgeous males too. 

Palm Warbler     Setophaga palmarum 

The commonest warbler, seen in large numbers on ever day of the tour. 

Olive-capped Warbler  (CE)  Setophaga pityophila 

Isolated to pine forest. Seen only at Cuevas de las Portales and La Güira. 

Myrtle Warbler     Setophaga coronata 

Seen before lunch at Las Terrazas on our first day of the tour. 

Yellow-throated Warbler    Setophaga dominica 

Small numbers seen on most days of the tour. 

Prairie Warbler     Setophaga discolor 

Small numbers seen mainly in the Cienaga de Zapata area. 

Black-throated Green Warbler  Setophaga virens 

Only a single individual seen by some at Rancho la Belén. 

 

Family Uncertain  Incertae Sedis 5 

Yellow-headed Warbler  (E)   Teretistris fernandinae 

Excellent views around Soplillar and Bermeja, Cienage de Zapata but also seen near la Güira. 

Oriente Warbler  (E)    Teretistris fornsi 

Cracking views of 2 individuals around Cayo Coco followed by more sightings at Cayo Paredón 

Grande. 

Oropendolas, Orioles & Blackbirds  Icteridae 
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Cuban Oriole  (E)    Icterus melanopsis 

Regularly seen throughout the tour, starting at Las Terazzas. 

Shiny Cowbird     Molothrus bonariensis 

Uncommon, seen only around the cattle and horse pastures of Rancho la Belén. 

Cuban Blackbird  (E)   Dives atroviolaceus 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Red-shouldered Blackbird  (E)  Agelaius assimilis 

Up to 20 individuals seen around Boca de Guama, Cienaga de Zapata. 

Tawny-shouldered Blackbird  (CE) Agelaius humeralis 

Common species seen on most days of the tour starting at Las Terrazas. 

Greater Antillean Grackle  (CE)  Quiscalus niger 

Very common, seen on every day of the tour.   

Eastern Meadowlark    Sturnella magna 

A single individual seen at Fiesta Campesina followed by many more while travelling to and from 

Rancho la Belén. 

 

Buntings, New World Sparrows & Allies  Emberizidae 
Zapata Sparrow  (E)    Torreornis inexpectata  

A single, very co-operative male seen at La Turba, Cienaga de Zapata.  

 

Tanagers & Allies  Thraupidae 
Red-legged Honeycreeper   Cyanerpes cyaneus 

A large number of birds were seen flocking at Las Terrazas. Individuals seen around Cuevas de las 

Portales.  

Cuban Bullfinch  (CE)   Melopyrrha nigra 

A common cage bird in Cuba, we were able to see the odd individual at Las Salinas, Cienaga de 

Zapata and a few more around Cayo Coco. 

Cuban Grassquit  (E)   Tiaris canorus 

Up to 6 individuals were found on our first day of the tour at Las Terrazas. 

Yellow-faced Grassquit    Tiaris olivaceus 

Common species seen on most days of the tour. 

Western Spindalis  (CE)   Spindalis zena 

Small numbers seen at Las Terrazas, La Güira and Cayo Paradeon Grande. 

 

Cardinals, Grosbeaks & Allies  Cardinalidae 
Summer Tanager    Piranga rubra 

Singles seen at the birdbaths of Cueva las Javalin on Cayo Coco. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak   Pheucticus ludovicianus 

A single individual was found just before lunch at Las Terazzas, the first time any of our tours had 

recorded this species in Cuba. Just for good measure, more were seen again the very next day en 

route to Cuevas de las Portales. 

Indigo Bunting    Passerina cyanea 

A pair of birds were found just before lunch at Las Terazzas, while another was seen at Cueva las 

Javalin on Cayo Coco. 

 

MAMMALS 
 

Funnel-eared Bats  Natalidae 
Gervais's Funnel-eared Bat  (CE)  Nyctiellus lepidus 
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A small nesting colony observed at Cuevas de las Portales. 

 

REPTILES 
 

Pond Turtles  Emydidae 
Cuban Slider  (CE)    Trachemys decussata 

The typical pond or marsh turtle / terrapin of Cuba. A few individuals seen at La Güira. 

 

Iguanas  Iguanidae 
Cuban Brown Curly-tailed Lizard  (E) Leiocephalus cubensis 

A beautiful lizard with a ‘curly tail’ seen displaying at Cueva las Javalin, Cayo Coco. 

Cuban Green Anole  (CE)   Anolis porcatus 

A large multi coloured anole seen on the side of a gas station near Najasa.  

Cubitas Anole  (E)    Anolis jubar 

A number of specimens found around Cueva las Javalin, Cayo Coco.  

Cuban Brown Anole    Anolis sagrei 

A widespread and common brown anole species seen regularly throughout the tour. 

 

Geckos  Sphaerodactylidae 
Ashy Gecko  (CE)    Sphaerodactylus elegans 

Intricately patterned gecko seen Playa Larga as well as Cueva las Javalin, Cayo Coco. 

 

Tegus and Whiptails  Teiidae 
Auber's Ameiva  (CE)   Ameiva auberi 

Seen along the covered sand dunes on our last afternoon Sanderling twitch in Cayo Coco. 

 

Typical Snakes  Colubridae 
Cuban Racer  (E)    Cubophis cantherigerus 

Commonly known as the Cuban Cobra due to its penchant for spreading a hood. Chase, caught and 

kissed in Soplillar, Cienaga de Zapata. 

 

AMPHIBIANS 
 

Tree Frogs  Hylidae 
Cuban Treefrog  (CE)   Osteopilus septentrionalis 

Variously seen in our accommodation at Playa Larga as well as San Diego. 
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