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Tour Summary
Our group gathered in Antananarivo, the capital city of Madagascar. We headed out for our first birding 

excursion to Lac Alarobia, a small wetland and RAMSAR site located within the heart of this densely 

populated city. We were greeted by large numbers of Red-billed Teal and White-faced Whistling Duck; 

while the heronry on the island in the middle of the lake was teeming with Dimorphic Egrets and Squacco 

Herons. We quickly scoped up two Malagasy Pond Herons sitting on nests, an endangered species. Other 

birds we recorded here were Black Heron, Black-

crowned Night-Heron, Cattle and Great Egret, 

Common Moorhen, Malagasy Kingfisher and a 

rather unexpected Red-knobbed Coot. Moving on to 

the second lake, we were very pleased to observe 11 

Mellerôs Duck, another endangered species that 

seems to be doing well on this lake. Also here were 

Hottentot Teal and a White-throated Rail that 

showed extremely well. There were Malagasy Brush 

Warbler and Malagasy Swamp Warbler in the same 

bush for nice comparisons. We also recorded our 

first Malagasy Kestrel, Malagasy Coucal, 

Mascarene Martin, Malagasy Bulbul, Common Jery, 

Malagasy White-eye and Red Fody. A very relaxing 

and productive start to our Madagascar birding! 

 

After breakfast, we loaded into four wheel drive vehicles, headed through the Tana traffic and drove east 

to the town of Andasibe. We made good time and arrived for lunch. A fruiting tree on the lodge grounds 

offered up exceptional views of Madagascan Blue Pigeon and Madagascan Green Pigeon; while the 

evocative wailing of the Indris beckoned in the forest. Shortly after lunch, we headed the short distance 

to Analamazoatra Reserve. The parking lot was a busy place for birds and we tallied some great species: 

Malagasy Harrier Hawk, Malagasy Green Sunbird, and best of all, a soaring Cuckoo Roller ï a bird so 

unique that it has been placed in its own order! We then headed into the forest and almost immediately 

found a Red-fronted Coua walking quietly along on the forest floor. Also here was a rufous-colored 

Rainforest Scops Owl at an eye-level daytime roost. Superb! A Giraffe-necked Weevil here was also 

much enjoyed.   

Not much further along, our incredible 

local guide had a special treat for us ï a Red-

breasted Coua sitting on its nest up in a 

Pandanus. This scarce coua can be very hard to 

catch up with here, so this really was a treat. 

After another short walk, our guide beckoned us 

up a hill where he had uncovered a pair of 

sensational Collared Nightjar roosting under a 

Pandanus ï seeing this so quickly and 

effortlessly, it is easy to forget that this is one of 

the most poorly known birds in the country.   

We soaked in the unbeatable views of the 

Collared Nightjars for a long time! We then 

carried on further up the hill and at the top, we 

were greeted by the incredible Indris! We 

Mellerôs Duck by Arthur Grosset 
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enjoyed seeing the largest extant lemur as much as hearing their amazing vocalisations. But we were 

soon called away to intercept a group of Diademed Sifakas swooping through the forest. It looked like 

we would only see them disappearing, fortunately, David spotted one feeding quietly at eye level, and 

we could all soak in incredible views of this species, which many consider to be the most beautiful of all 

the lemurs.   

Once we were satiated with this, we 

returned to the Indri for some more viewing. We 

then departed the reserve, but not before enjoying 

some terrific views of a stunning little male 

Madagascan Flufftail!  Outside of the reserve 

proper were a few Common Brown Lemurs and 

then our guide had one final treat for us ï a 

Madagascan Owl staring down at us from high up 

in the pines. It took a while before we could find a 

good angle on the bird, but we were eventually able 

to get good scope views. The highlights had 

certainly come hard and fast this afternoon! After 

dark, we headed out for a short night walk, which 

was very successful in giving us exceptional views 

of an Eastern Wooly Lemur, good views of Furry-eared Dwarf Lemur, and only a distant view of a 

Goodmanôs Mouse Lemur. We also saw our first chameleon (a Nose-horned Chameleon), and our first 

bright-eyed frog: Boophis viridis. 

 

We had some rain overnight and it was still raining as we ate our 

early breakfast. We boarded our four-wheel-drives and drove the 

bumpy track to Mantadia National Park. The rain wasnôt going 

anywhere and so we decided to seek shelter at the picnic area. We 

had to content ourselves with watching common birds like 

Madagascan Magpie Robin and Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher 

until we finally got enough of a break in the rain to venture into the 

forest. We spent some time in the forest with the rain coming 

through in waves. The birds were active, but viewing conditions 

were quite difficult. We did see a number of interesting vangas: 

uncommon species like Nuthatch, Tylas, and Wardôs Vanga in 

particular. A pair of Wedge-tailed Tetraka were also seen well. One 

upside of the rain was that some interesting frogs emerged, 

including a stunning Marbled Rain Frog.  There was also a leech 

or two to be seen!?!   

Our main target for the morning was supposed to be ground 

rollers, but the rain ruined any chance of finding them. Things 

really were not looking promising at all for these birds as we ate 

our lunch in the shelter, however, the meal was abruptly interrupted 

as our guide came running and shouting ñGround Roller!ò Indeed, 

there was a stunning Scaly Ground Roller standing on the ground 

Collared Nightjar by Arthur Grosset  
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in the open, not a minuteôs walk away, and it 

was very well behaved, allowing prolonged 

views for everyone! Finishing our lunch, we 

scoped up a Green Jery and decided to continue 

looking for ground rollers. After a long and 

drawn out search for Short-legged Ground 

Roller, where the bird would call once every 

half-hour or so, we eventually pinpointed the 

tree the bird was in. Thanks to a great spotting 

by Russ, we had walkaway views of a pair of 

these arboreal ground rollers sitting beside 

each other outside their presumed nest entrance 

in a bird-nests fern. Wow!   

We returned to the vehicles in heavy 

rain, a few people even seeing their third 

ground-roller of the day, a Pitta-like, flying across the road. It was late now and we had a long drive back 

to the lodge. It had been a challenging, but ultimately very rewarding day, and now it was time to enjoy 

a hot shower, dry things out and savour a good meal! 

 

It continued to rain overnight, but eased as we headed out on another early morning drive to the glorious 

forests of Mantadia National Park. We headed along a different trail this morning. The rain had ended 

but the forest was still very wet and it was hard work! Our first bird of the morning was a cooperative 

Dark Newtonia. After a long, quiet stretch walking up a ridge, we eventually connected with a good look 

at Forest Rock Thrush and then an excellent encounter with a male Common Sunbird-Asity. We also had 

some good encounters with Indri and Diademed Sifaka again! Dropping back off the ridge, we tried some 

other forest trails and after a lot of searching, we finally tracked down a beautiful Pitta-like Ground 

Roller. Now the sun started to show itself and the forest started drying out and waking up as new species 

came in fast and furious: Blue Coua, Greater and Lesser Vasa Parrot (in the same tree for a rare 

comparison!), Chabert, Blue and Tylas Vanga, Madagascar Cuckooshrike, stunning White-throated 

Oxylabes, Wedge-tailed, Spectacled and 

even Grey-crowned Tetraka, and Nelicourvi 

Weaver! As if that wasnôt enough, non-bird 

sightings in this busy session included 

Eastern Bamboo Lemur and Red-bellied 

Lemur, Madagascar Girdled Lizard, bright 

yellow Aglyptodactylus frogs, and best of all, 

a stunning Baronôs Mantella Frog. After 

lunch, we visited a small pond and had a most 

productive session. The pond itself had a 

single Madagascan Grebe, along with a pair 

of Mellerôs Duck. Madagascan Spinetails and 

Mascarene Martins showed very well as they 

flew overhead. The forest surrounding the 

pond had Wardôs Vanaga and a lovely male 

Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog by Arthur Grosset 

Short-legged Ground Rollers by Arthur Grosset 
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Cuckoo Roller that came in and landed for a time. As we walked back to the vehicle, we had, in quick 

succession, three great birds: Madagascan Starling, a breeding male Forest Fody - showing very well, 

and then two super cute Madagascan Pygmy Kingfishers. Great stuff!   

On our way out of the park, we tried a 

couple of spots for Madagascan Rail. We drew a 

blank but did have some more Madagascan 

Starling. The third time was the charm for the rail, 

as the next marshy area we tried gave us great views 

of this secretive species feeding in a relatively open 

area. Fantastic! With another long and productive 

day in the books, we headed back to the lodge. 

 

A slightly more relaxed start to our final day in the 

area had us spending the morning at Analamazoatra 

Reserve. Actually, birding started in the lodge car 

park where we scoped up a Randôs Warbler and a 

Stripe-throated Jery singing to each other from the 

top of the same tree. These two birds are in different families, but sound very similar and it is not 

uncommon for them to do this! Once inside the reserve, we hit the trails for the morning with just a small 

target list of species to track down. We started off very well, with excellent views of a female Crossleyôs 

Vanga, a most unusual yet attractive vanga!   

Soon after, we connected with a wonderful pair of Madagascan Wood Rails. We then had our 

best yet encounter with Indris as their piercing calls penetrated the air. Once again, Diademed Sifakas 

were nearby and showed very well!  

Much of the rest of the morning was spent 

crisscrossing trails in search of Madagascan Ibis. We 

failed in finding this increasingly difficult bird, but 

for some, a female Velvet Asity was a solid 

consolation prize. A nice flock gave good looks at 

Red-tailed, Blue, and Nuthatch Vanga, Spectacled 

and Long-billed Tetrakas, and Nelicourvi Weaver. 

Leaving these amazing forests behind, we had lunch 

and then drove out to Torotorofotsy Marsh, or more 

realistically, the sad remnant of the once impressive 

marsh. We had to walk a long way through rice 

paddies to get to anything resembling a marsh, but 

once there, we did find several Madagascan Snipe - 

showing well in flight and very briefly on the ground 

on one occasion.  After some searching, we had great 

views of a pair of Grey Emutail. Returning to the vehicles, we could only hope that some restraint would 

be shown here and that the entire marsh wouldnôt disappear. During our night walk tonight, we had good 

success in finding the usual nocturnal lemurs (Eastern Wooly and Furry-eared Dwarf), plus four species 

of chameleons: Short-horned, Band-bellied, Nose-horned and Parsonôs, along with a few interesting 

frogs. 

Forest Fody by Arthur Grosset 

Verreauxôs Sifaka by Robin Carle 
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Our next day was a travel day. We had an early 

start and an uneventful drive to Tana airport. Our 

flight south to Toliagnaro was on time and upon 

arrival, we boarded our vehicle and stopped at a 

scenic overlook along the coast. It was very 

windy and while enjoying magnificent views of 

the Indian Ocean, we were pleased to have two 

ñMadagascanò Kelp Gulls come flying past at 

very close range! We carried on to our pleasant 

hotel and enjoyed a delicious dinner. 

 

We started out early down the rutted road to the 

rarely visited Andohahela National Park. We 

made good time and arrived in very pleasant 

weather as we entered the southernmost lowland rain forest in Madagascar. Once we arrived at the 

primary forest, we began searching for our main quarry here, the poorly known Red-tailed Newtonia. It 

took some time, but we eventually got a response and a pair of these seldom seen birds came in, offering 

good views! We carried on to a stream crossing and stopped to admire some undescribed Mantidactylus 

frogs before turning around. Pausing again at our Red-tailed Newtonia site, the bird came in silently and 

at eye level, offering really exceptional viewing! We made our way back to the vehicle and continued on 

the long drive to Berenty Reserve. After a rest, we set out into the gallery forests for some easy walking 

and great wildlife watching! The famous Ring-tailed Lemurs were the first to greet us and made a strong 

impression. However, as the afternoon wore on, it was the Verreauxôs Sifakas that really stole the show; 

in particular, a group of youngsters that were busy having a most amusing tussle!  

Late in the afternoon, we set the scope up on the nest of a 

Madagascan Cuckoo Hawk, a special opportunity to study this 

rarely encountered raptor. Shortly after that, we scoped up a 

White-browed Hawk Owl at its day roost! Other good finds 

during our walk included Crested Coua, Madagascan Hoopoe, an 

impressive pair of Hook-billed Vanga, and a couple of nice finds 

in the parking lot: a very busy colony of Sakalava Weaver and a 

beautiful Dumerilôs Boa. As the sun set, we headed a short 

distance into the bizarre spiny forest for a night walk. We 

encountered many White-footed Sportive Lemurs, a few Grey-

brown Mouse Lemurs, and a Warty Chameleon. 

 

We now had a full day to explore the wonderful Berenty Reserve. 

We started out in the early morning by searching an area of spiny 

forest and sisal plantation. We were hoping to encounter 

Madgascan Sandgrouse here, unfortunately, our luck was not in 

with that species. We did see several Madagascan Buttonquail and 

had good looks at Francesô Sparrowhawk, Madagascan Cuckoo, 

Madagascan Cisticola and the distinctive pallidior subspecies of 

Madagascan Rail by Arthur Grosset 

Greater Bamboo Lemur by Robin 

Carle 
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Stripe-throated Jery. We returned to the lodge for 

a delicious breakfast and a leisurely walk through 

the gallery forest. Here we again enjoyed the 

lemurs, and saw a number of roosting owls: a 

great look at a Torotoroka Scops Owl, a couple of 

White-browed Hawk Owl and also a pair of Barn 

Owl. We also enjoyed excellent looks at Giant 

Couas.    

We visited the famous Madagascan 

Flying Fox roost and had great looks at these 

large fruit bats. There was also a chance to revisit 

the Cuckoo Hawk nest, and it again showed well. 

Following lunch and a siesta, we headed out into 

some spiny forest. We quickly found Subdesert 

Brush Warblers, several Grey-headed Lovebirds and a couple of cryptically coloured roosting 

Madagascan Nightjars. Amongst several interesting reptiles, the noteworthy were Spider Tortoise, Three-

eyed Lizard, Sakalava Velvet Gecko and Modest Hog-nosed Snake. Returning to the lodge, we did 

another night walk, this time in the gallery forest. Highlights of tonightôs walk were Painted Big-headed 

Gecko, White-browed Hawk Owls, Western Big-footed Mouse, White-footed Sportive Lemur and a very 

brief glimpse at a Grey Mouse Lemur. 

 

After breakfast, we set off back down the potholed national highway towards Toliagnaro. En route, we 

were very pleased to have good views of a pair of Running Coua - standing around quite happily on a 

track through the spiny forest. Eventually, we arrived in town, stopping to buy and consume vast 

quantities of lychees on the way.   

We had lunch and headed to the airport. As we were unloading our bags, an unexpected sighting 

was a Peregrine Falcon swooping down to dive bomb a cat! Our flight was again on time and by mid-

afternoon, we were boarding another set of four-wheel-drive vehicles and heading north out of Toliara.  

We stopped at the wetlands north of town, where we observed Little Grebe, Hottentot Teal, Black-winged 

Stilt, Kittlitzôs and Common Ringed Plover and Curlew Sandpiper. A very pleasant surprise here was 

seeing a few Greater Painted Snipe, including a very 

colourful female which flew right past us. We 

continued on our way north and checked into our 

beachside hotel, just in time to get settled in and watch 

the sun set over the Indian Ocean. As we ate dinner, we 

were joined by a Grey Mouse Lemur pair that were 

feeding in a bush right beside our table ï in fact, they 

would join us for all our meals. The best dinner guests 

ever! 

We now had a highly anticipated day of birding the 

wonderful spiny forests of Park Mosa, home to a long 

list of localised birds! We started out early and made 

our way down the trails. We quickly found Thamnornis 

Indri by Arthur Grosset  

Ring-tailed Lemur by Robin Carle 
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and Archboldôs Newtonia, both giving us good views as they sang their hearts out. A little further along, 

we were thrilled to find an adult Madagascan Sparrowhawk feasting on a freshly killed bird 

(buttonquail?), giving us superb views!   

We then visited the nest of a Madagascan Harrier-Hawk, 

which permitted great views and then saw a pair of Sickle-billed 

Vanga, one of the more unique birds in the country. Having 

already had an excellent morning for raptors, we were slightly 

shocked to have a Madagascan Cuckoo Hawk come flying low 

over our heads and then land out on an exposed perch. Wow!   

Next up, our guides had another treat for us ï a female 

Subdesert Mesite sitting motionless in a bush, glowering down at 

us and allowing us to gaze for as long as we pleased!   

We then did quite a bit of crisscrossing throughout the 

intricate trail system here and this paid off as we saw two more 

specialities, Running Coua and Lafresnayeôs Vangas sitting 

motionless on their respective nests. It had been quite the morning 

in the spiny forest, but we saved the best for last, as our final birds 

before leaving the forest were a pair of the outrageous Long-tailed 

Ground Rollers, one bird showing unbelievably well, almost at our 

feet!   

What a morning, and it wasnôt over yet! We headed out to 

the salt flats and set about searching the vast area. Eventually, we 

tracked down the now-rare Madagascan Plover for a great view, 

and were able to study a number of other shorebirds as well: 

White-fronted and Kittlitzôs Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, Common 

Greenshank and Ruddy Turnstone. With the heat of the day well upon us, it was time to return to our 

beach hotel for lunch and a siesta. In the afternoon, we returned to the forest for a more leisurely walk 

and a bit more time to soak in this incredible habitat. We did have a couple more things to see, and we 

found them: an olivaceiceps Red-capped Coua, a fantastic pair of Madagascan Buttonquail on the deck, 

and two excellent mammals. The first was a ñBlack-

shoulderedò Sportive Lemur, an as yet unnamed 

lemur that is apparently only known from this small 

forest; the animal we watched was holding its baby in 

its mouth. The second was a fabulous Lesser 

Hedgehog Tenrec, initially rolled up into a tight ball 

and then eventually walking around on the ground. It 

had been a day to remember! 

Another early start saw us heading back to 

Toliara and boarding our speedboat (via ox-carts!) for 

the day. We set off southwards along the coast in 

slightly choppy conditions and paused under the San 

Augustin cliffs. Here we were very pleased to find a 

Humblotôs Heron standing out on the cliff.  

Giant Coua by Arthur Grosset 

Madagascan Sparrowhawk by 

Arthur Grosset  


