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Tour Summary
Our groupgathered in Antananarivthe capital city of Madagascaile headed out for our first birding
excursion to Lac Alarobia, a small wetland and RAMSAR site located withihehg ofthis densely
populated cityWe were greeted by large numbers of Rékd Tealand Whitefaced Whistling Duck;
while the heronry o the island in the middle of the lake was teeming with DhierEgrets and Squacco
HeronsWe quicklyscopedip two Malagasy Pond Herons sittiog nests, an endangered specdber
birds we recorded here were Black Heron, Black

bush for nice comparisonsVe also recorded Ourjs
first Malagasy Kestrel, Malagasy Couc
Mascarene Martin, Malagasy Bulbul, Common *'“ =
Malagasy Whiteeye and Red Fod very relaxing Mel |l erds Duck by Ar
and productivestart to our Madagascar birdirig

After breakfastwe loaded into four wheel drive vehicles, headed through the Tana traffic aededisiv

to the town of Andasib&Ve madegood timeand arrived for lunchA fruiting tree on the lodge grounds
offered up exceptional views of Madagascan Blue Pigeon andddadan Green Pigepwhile the
evocative wailing of the Indris beckoned in the for&siortly after lunchwe headed the short dasice

to Analamazoatra ReservEhe parking lot was a busy place for birds and we tallied some great species:
Malagasy HarrieHawk, Malagasy Green Sunbird, and best gfeafloaring Cuckoo Rolléra bird so
unique that it habeen placed in its own ordéife then headed into the forest and almost immediately
found a Redronted Coua walking getly along on the forest flooAlso here was a rufousolored
Rainforest Scops Owdt an eydevel daytime roostSuperb!A Giraffe-necked Weevil here was also
much enjoyed.

Not much further alongour incredible
local guide had a special treat for us Red
breasted Coua sitting on its nest up in a
PandanusThis scarce&eouacan be very hard to
catch up with hereso thisreally was a treat.
After another short wallour guide beckoned us
up a hil where he had uncovered a pair of
sensational Atared Nightjar roosting undea
Pandanus i seeing this so quickly and
effortlessly it is easy to forget that this is one of
the most poorly known birds in the country.

We soaked in the unbeatable viestthe
Collared Nightjarsfor a longtime! We then
Giraffe -necked Weevil by Arthur Grosset carried on further up thiill and at the topwe

were greted by the incredible IndrisWe

© Arthur Grosset
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enjoyed seeing the largest extant lemur as naschearing their amazing vocalisatioBsit we were
soon called aay to intercepta group of Diademed Sifak swooping through the forektlooked like

we would only se¢hem disappearing, fortunatelpavid spotted one feeding quietly at eye lewaand

we could all soak in incredible views of this species, which ncangiderto bethe most beautiful of all
the lemurs.

Once we were satiated with this,
returned to th Indri for some more viewinge
then departed the reserve, but not before enjo
some terrific views of astunning little male
Madagascan Flufftaill Outside of the reser
proper were a few Common Brown Lemurs a
then our guide had one final treat for usa
Madagascan Owl staring down & from high up
in the pineslt took a while before we could find 44
good angle on the bird, bute were eventuayl able [’
to get good scope viewsThe highlights had| = *
certainly comehard and fast this afternoomfter RS o 77 e =
dark we headed out for a short night walk, which Collared Nightjar by Arthur Grosset
was very successful in giving us exceptional views
of an Eatern Wooly Lemur, good views of Fursared Dwarf Lemur, and only a distanéw of a
Goodmanoés MdVe als® saweunfirst chameleon (a Nbsened Chameleon), and our first
bright-eyed frog:Boophisviridis.

We had some rain overnight and it was still rainingvasate our
early breakfast. We boarded our fauneetdrives and drove the
bumpy tack to Mantadia National Parkehe r ai n wasnbo
anywhere and so we decided to seek shelter at the picnid\éeea
had to contentourselves with watching common birds like
Madagascan Magpie Robimé Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher
until we finally got enough of a break in thér# venture into the
forest. We spent some time in the forest with the rain coming
through n waves.The birds were active, but viewing conditions
were quite difficult. We did see a number of interestingngas
uncommon species like Nuthatch, Tylag, & War ddés Van
particular A pair of Wedgetailed Tetraka were also seen wéhe
upside of the rain was that some interesting frogs emerged,
including a stunning Marbled Rain Frod.here was also a leech
or two to be seen!?!

Our main target for the morning was supposed to be ground
rollers, but the rain rued any chance of fimadg them.Things
really were not looking promising at all for these birds as we ate
our lunch in the shelter, however, the meal was abruptly interrupted
as our guide camerunniaghn d s houti ng fAdéejo und
there was a stunning Scaly Ground Ro#ianding on the ground

Rockjumper Birding Tours w

PO e L -,

k© "Ar"thurh Grosset

Diademed Sifaka by Arthur
Grosset
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intheopepn ot a mi nut,and g
was very well behavedallowing prolonged
views for everyoneFinishing our lunchwe
scoped up a Green Jery and decided to coati
looking for ground rollersAfter a long and
drawn out search for Shedgged Ground [ESSsss
Roller, where thebird would call once every=us
half-hour or so, we eventuallginpointedthe [
tree thebird was in Thanks to a great spotting=®
by Russwe hadwalkawayviews ofa pair of
these arboreal ground rollers sitting besi r A,
each other outside their presumed eestance | : g
in a birdnests fernWow! _
We returned to the vehicles in heavy  Madagascar Brighteyed Frog by Arthur Grosset
rain, a few peopleeven seeing theirthird
groundroller of the day, a Pitthke, flying across the raalt was late now and we hadang drive back
to the lodgelt had been a challenging, but ultimately very rewsagdlay, and now it was tinte enjoy
a hot shower, drthings out angavoura good meal!

y 4 - N © Arthur Grosset

It continued to rairvernight,but eased as we headed out on another early morning drive to the glorious
forests of Mantadia National Pare headed along different trail this morningThe rain had ended
but the forest was stillery wet and it was hard worlOur first bird of the morning was a cooperativ
Dark NewtoniaAfter a long, quiet stretch walking up a ridge, we eventually connected with a good look
at Forest Rock Thrush and then an excellent encounteawitale Commo8unbrd-Asity. We also had
some good encounters with Indri and Diademed Sifaka again! Dropping back off the ridge, we tried some
other forest trails and after a lot séarchingwe finally tracked down a beatul Pitta-like Ground
Roller.Now the sun starteth show itself and the forest started drymg and waking ups new species
camein fast and furiousBlue Coua, Greater and Lesser Vasa Parrot (in the same tree for a rare
comparison!), Chabert, Blue and Tylas Vanga, Madagascar Cuckooshrike, stunniteghvagated
Oxylabes, Wedggailed, Spectacled and
even GreycrownedTetraka, and Nelicourvi
Weaver! As i f t hbitd wasr
sightings in this busy session included
Eastern Bamboo Lemur and Reéllied
Lemur, Madagscar Girdled Lizard, bright
yellow Aglyptodactylugrogs, and best of all
a stunning Bar o iftes Ma n
lunch, we visited a small pond aindd a most
productive sessionThe pond itself had a
single Madagascan Grekedong with a pair
of Mel tkeMadagasc@nSpinetails and
Mascarene Martins showedryavell as they

; flew overhead.The forest surrounding the
Short-legged Ground Rollersby Arthur Grosset pond had Warddés Vanaga
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Cuckoo Roller thatame in and landed for a timés we walked back to the vehicle, we hadquick
successionthree great birds: Madagascan Starling, a breeding male Forest Boowing very well,
and then two super culs&adagascaﬁ’ygmy KlngflshersGreat stuff!

B i e On ourway out of the parkwe tried a
coupleof spds for Madagascan RailWe drew a
blank but did havesome more Madagascan
Starling. The tird time was thecharm for the rail,
as the next marshy area we tried gave us great views
of this secretive species feediimga relatively open
area Fantastic! With another long and productive
day in the books, we headed back to the lodge.

A slightly more relaxed start to our final day in the
v area had us spending the morning at Analamazoatr
\ el ReserveActually, birding started in the lodge car
Forest Fody by Arthur Grosset park where wescoppdup a Randdés Warb
Stripethroated Jery singing to each otliemm the
top of the same tredhese two birds are in differefamilies, but sound very similar and it is not
uncommon for them to do thi€lnce inside the reserve, we hit the triolsthe morningwith just a small
target list of species to track dovWve started off verywellwi t h excel |l ent vVvi ews o
Vanga, a most unusual yet attractisamga

Soon afterwe connected with a wonderfphir of Madagascan Wood Ra We then had our
best yet encounter with Indris as their piercing calls penetrated the air. Oncelagadémed Sifakas
were nearby and showed very well!

Much of the rest of the morning was spe
crisscrossingrails in search of Madagascan 1bi§e
failed in finding this increasingly difficult birdout
for some a female Velvet Asity was &olid
consolatlon prizeA nice flock gave good looks &

and Longbllled Tetrakas and Nelicourvi Weaver | ;‘. ot

Leaving these amazing forests behind, we had {v ’

and then drove out to Torotorofotsy Marsh, or mgse ==

realistically, the sad remngaf the once impressivgs:

marsh.We had to walk a long way through ricissss
. . . o A

paddies to get to aflying resembling a marsh, b Re"" 0

once therewe did find several Madagascan Snipgi e

showing well in flight and very briefly on the ground Verreauxods Sifaka b

on one occasion. After some searching, we had great

views of a pair of Grey EmutaRReturning to the vehicles, we cowdly hope that some restraint would

be shomhereand hat t he ent i r e naunng durnightt wdlkdonight, wechadgaog p e a

success in finding the usual nocturnal lemurs (Eastern Wooly and@&aneg Dwarf), plus four species

of chameleonsShorthorned, Ban¢bellied, Noseh o r n e d a n dlondwithasfewniriiesesting

frogs.
Rockjumper Birding Tours w
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Our next day was a travdhy. We had an early

start andanuneventful drive to Tanairport.Our

flight south to Toliagnaro as on time and upon
arrival, we boarded our vehicle and stopped at a
seenic overlook along the coast. It was very
windy and while enjoying magnificent views of

the Indian Ocean, we were pleased to have two
AfMadagascano KeihgppasGail | s
very dose rangeWe carried on to our pleasant
hotel and enjoyed a delicious dinner.

We started out early down the rutted roatht®

' rarely visted Andohahela National ParkVe
Madagascan Rail by Arthur Grosset made good timeand arrived in very pleasant
weather as we entered the southernnimstand rain forest in Madagascadnce we arrived ahe
primary forest, we began searching for our main quarry here, tirtgypmown Redtailed Newtonialt
took some timgbut we eventually got a response and a pair of these seldom seecalire in, offering
good viewsMWe carried on to a stream crossing and stopped to admine undescribeldantidactylus
frogsbefore turning aroundPausing again at our Regiled Newtonia site, the bird came in silently and
at eye level, offerig reallyexceptional viewingWe made our way back to the veleiand continued on
the longdrive to Berenty ReservAfter a rest, we set out into the gallery fordstssome easy walkm
and great wildlife watchingrhe famous Ringailed Lemurs were the firsb igreet usnd made a strong
impression. Howeveg s t he afternoon wor ekasthatreallytstoletheshotv;h e \
in particular a group of youngsters that were busy havimgost amusingussle!

Late in the afternoqgrwe set the scope up on the nest o
Madagascan Cuckoo Hawk, a special opportunity to stiigy
rarely encountered raptohortly after thatwe scoped up 4
White-browed Hawk Ow at its day roost!Other good finds
during our walk mcluded Crested Coulladagascan Hoopoan
impressive pair of Hockilled Vanga, and a coupt# nice finds
in the parking lot: a very busy colony of Sakalava Weaver a |
beauti ful DAs nitee rsiinl sétwe h&adeal .a shor|
distance into the bizagrspiny forest for a night walkWe
encountered many Whifeoted Sportive Lemurs, a few Gre
brown Mouse Lemurs, and a Warty Chameleon. ’

'© Arthur Gro

We now had a full day to explotiee wonderful Berenty Reserve
We started out in the early morning by searchingraa of spig
forest and sisal plantationWe were hoping to encountg
MadgascarSandgrouse here, unfortunatebyr luck was not in
with that speciedVe did see several Madagascan Buttonquail

- | 3 /
Pl
A

had good | ooks at Francesé Breittr BaRPb¥bl et i RobinMa d a g a
Madagascan Cisticola and the distinctpaglidior subsgcies of Carle
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Stripethroated JeryWe returned to the lodge for
a delicious breakfast and a leisurelylkvarough
the gallery forestHere we again enjoyed the
lemurs,and sawa number of roosting owls: a
great look at a Torotoroka Scops Owl, a couple of
White-browed Hawk Owhnd also a pair of Barn
Owl. We also enjoyed excellent looks at Giant
Couas.
We visited the famous Madagascan
Flying Fox roost and had greatoks at hese
T r2% large fruit batsThere was also a chance to revisit
: @Am&r_& the Cuckoo Hawk @st, and it again showed well.
Following lunch andh siesta, we headl out into
some spiny forestWe quickly found Subdert
Brush Warblers, several Gréyeaded Lovebirds and a que of cryptically colairred roosting
Madagascan NightjarAmongst several interestimgptiles thenoteworthy were Spider Tortoise, Three
eyed Lizard, Sakalava Velvet Gecko and Modéstrnosed SnakeReturning to the lodge, we did
another night walk, il time in the galleryforesHi ghl i ght s of t oni gleadéds wal
Gecko, Whitebrowed Hawk Owls, Western Bigoted Mouse, Whitdooted Sportive Lemur and a very
brief glimpse at a&rey Mouse Lemur.

L
Indri by Arthur Grosset

After breakfastwe set off back dowthe potholed national highwagwards Toliagnaro. En route, we
were very pleased to have goadws of a pair of Running Couastanding around quite happily on a
track through the spiny foresEventually we arrived intown, stopping to buy and consumasy
guantities of lychees on the way.
We hadlunch and headed to the airport. As we wereading our bagsan unexpected sighting

was a Peregrine Falcon swooping down to dive bomb a catflight was again on timand by mid
afternoonwe wee boarding another set of fowheeldrive vehicles and heading north out of Toliara.
We stopped at the wetlands north of towhere we observed Little Grebe, Hottentot Teal, Blatkged
Stilt, Kittl it d®&lveran Curl&éoSandpipeh v&y plegsant surprise heneas
seeinga few Greater Painted Snipe, including a ve
colourful female which flew right past usWe
continued on our way north and checked into (¢
beachside hotel, just time to get settled in and watc
the sun set over tHadian OceanAs we ate dinner, we
were joinedby a Grey Mouse Lemur pair thatere
feeding in a bush right beside our tablan fact, they
would join usfor all our mealsThe best dinner guest
ever

We now had a highly anticipated day of birding t
wonderfulspiny forests oPark Mosahome to a long
list of localised birdsWe started out early andade
our way down the trail&Ve quickly found Thamnornis Ring-tailed Lemur by Robin Carle
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and Archbol dbés Negodtdwiawsaa they bang their lgparts attitite futther along

we were thrilled to find an adult Madagascan Sparrowhawk feasting on a freshly killed bird

(buttonquail?) giving ussuperb views!

We thenvisited the nesbf a MadagascaHlarrierHawk,
which permitted great views and theaw a pair oSickle-billed
Vanga, one ofthe moe unique birds in the countrydaving
already had an excellent morning for raptors, we were slig
shocked to have a Magascan Cuckoo Hawk come flying lov
over our heads and théand out on an exposed pergtow!

Next up, our guides hadrethertreat for usi a female
Subdesert Mesite sitting motionless in a bush, gloweringncht
us and allowing us to gater as longas we pleased!

We then did quite a bit of crisscrossittyoughoutthe
intricate trail system here and this paid off as we saw two n
speciait i e s, Running Coua and
motionless on their respective ne#tttiad been quite th@orning
in the spiny forest, but we saved the best for last, as our final |
before leaving the forest were a pair of the outrageous-tategl
Ground Rollers, one bird showing unbelievably wadinost at our
feet!

Whatamorn ng, and i t!Wealeadadbott to
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the salt flats and sabout searching the vast areaentually we

Lafresnayeos
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er yet

\

tracked down the noware Madagascan Plover for a greigw,

and were able to study a number of other shorebirds as well:

White-fronteda nd Ki ttl it z~6s Pl over

beachhotel for lunch and a siesti the afternoonwe returned to the forest for a more leisuneblk

Madagascan Sparrowhawk by
Arthur Grosset

angas

Curl ew Sandpiper,
Greenshank and Ruddy Turnstoi¥ith the heat of the day well upon us, it was time to return to our

and a bit more time to a& in this incredible habitatVe did have a couple motkingsto see, and we

found them: amlivaceicepsRedcapped Coua, a fantastic pair of Madagascan Buttongudlile deck

and two excellent mammal.h e f i r sdack was

,Sap @g yet wneamdd e mu r

lemur that is apparently only known from this small

forest; the animal we watched wasding its baby in

its mouth. The second was a fabulous Lesser

Hedgehog Tenrec, initially rolled up into a tight ball

and then eventuallwalking around on the grouni.

had been a day to remember!
Another early start saw us heading back to

Toliara and boarding our speedbfaa ox-carts!) for

the day.We set off southwards along the coast in

slightly choppy conditionsral pausedunder the San

Augustin cliffs.Here we were very pleased to find a

Humbl ot 6s

Giant Coua by Arthur Grosset

shoul der ed?o
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