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The beautifally plumaged Blue-banded Pitta at Mererap by Rosemary Loyd. 
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Tour Leaders: Ch’ien C. Lee and Erik Forsyth 

Trip report compiled by Tour Leader Erik Forsyth 

 

Tour Summary 

 
“It wasn’t long before we again heard the unmistakable high-pitched fluty call of the Black Oriole, a 

species few birders have heard, let alone seen. And within a few magical seconds a bird appeared on an 

open twig, its black plumage and bright-red bill strikingly noticeable in the early morning sunshine. 

Then suddenly a second bird joined in and we were treated to fabulous views. This is the bird we had 

come so far to see and boy did we see the pair well!” To hear about our trip into Sarawak, read on… 

 

On our first morning in Kota Kinabalu, we took a quick walk around the hotel grounds, picking up 

several of the commoner city birds including confiding Pink-necked Green Pigeons sunning in the early 

sunlight, Peaceful Dove, Glossy Swiftlet, a calling Asian Koel, Collared Kingfisher, Asian Glossy 

Starling and Yellow-vented Bulbul. Shortly after this we met our driver and jumped into the vehicle to 

take us to Lawas in Sarawak. South of Kota Kinabalu we stopped at several rice fields swarming with 

birds, where we found good numbers of Great, Intermediate and Little Egrets concentrated in certain 

flooded fields, the odd Purple Heron and Brahminy Kite, as well as a single, overwintering Common 

Greenshank.  

 

 

 
A record shot of the rare and mythical Black Oriole at Puneng Meringau by Marianne Wakelin 
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Further along the drive we saw two Striated Grassbirds perched on telephone wires, but because of 

traffic we could not stop. We arrived at Lawas at midday and ate at a local restaurant. From here we 

transferred to 4x4 vehicles for our drive on gravel roads to Mererap. Our journey took us through small 

settlements along the road, with forested hillsides, and the further away from Lawas the remoter the area 

became. Midway through our journey, we stopped for fabulous views of a hunting Black Eagle and, a 

short while later, a second bird was seen drifting over some forest. At two river crossings we saw 

Oriental Darters. We arrived at our lodge in the late afternoon, met our local guide Ch’ien and, after 

checking in, we took a stroll on the main access road surrounded by verdant forest. Our afternoon walk 

reacquainted us with several forest birds we were familiar with, including Little Cuckoo-Dove, Green 

Imperial Pigeon, Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot, a pair of Banded Woodpeckers, many Glossy Swiftlets 

and Oriental Magpie-Robin. Ch’ien took us to a site where a sleeping Slow Loris was seen earlier in the 

day. Unfortunately the beast had moved on, but compensation came in the form of fine scope views of a 

singing Rufous-tailed Shama. 

 

Early the following morning, we headed off on an exciting drive on a new road with high anticipation of 

our main target, the Black Oriole, a species seen by fewer than 100 birders! It is only known from the 

mountains in Sarawak and Kalimantan, and access to the sites has only recently been found. Our first 

stop was just above our lodge for a family group of four White-crowned Hornbills, which did not hang 

around. Further along the drive we started ascending the South Paya Maga Road, stopping at a forest 

opening where a large tree held 25 Grey-rumped Treeswifts, several Blue-crowned Hanging Parrots and, 

best of all, a pair of the scarce Grey-bellied Bulbul was scoped. Further along the drive we had to 

disembark as the road had collapsed. From here we walked, finding several species including Raffle’s 

Malkoha, Little Green and Thick-billed Green Pigeons, Banded Bay Cuckoo, Square-tailed Drongo-

Cuckoo and Golden-whiskered Barbets. A raptor was seen soaring behind some trees and soon it 

appeared nearby giving fabulous looks and the diagnostic call of the Mountain Serpent Eagle, much to 

our delight. A pair of Black-and-crimson Orioles gave us a scare but we could see their features well and 

we had excellent scope looks. Once we had reached 1,200m we were on the listen out for our target bird. 

New birds were evident as well and we were soon enjoying good views of several Bornean Bulbuls and 

Bornean Barbets, while a small flock of Pygmy Ibon was watched at length. At one stage, Ch’ien was 

sure he had heard the call of our target bird and so we all listened carefully. It wasn’t long before we 

again heard the unmistakable high-pitched fluty call of the Black Oriole, a species few birders have 

heard let alone seen. And within a few magical seconds a bird appeared on an open twig, its black 

plumage and bright-red bill strikingly noticeable in the early morning sunshine. Then suddenly a second 

bird joined in and we were treated to fabulous looks. This is the bird we had come so far to see and boy 

did it reward us with excellent views! The rest of the walk was fairly quiet apart from a stunning Blyth’s 

Hawk-Eagle watched soaring at eye-level. With the temperature rising and most of the birds in the bag, 

we decided to head back to our lodge for a lunchtime swim and rest. In the afternoon we birded the 

access road to the lodge where we found several new birds including Black and Wreathed Hornbills, 

Yellow-crowned Barbet, a family group of Whiskered Treeswift, Checker-throated and Rufous 

Woodpeckers, the huge Spectacled Spiderhunter and several Scaly-breasted Bulbuls. A Great Argus was 

heard calling from a forested slope across the river. We returned to the lodge and enjoyed a scrumptious 

evening meal and celebrated our success with the Black Oriole. 
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Banded Broadbill by Rosemary Loyd 

 

The next morning, we again birded the forested hillsides along the access road to our lodge. Huge 

Rhinoceros and Wreathed Hornbills called and flew across the forest and a variety of bulbuls including 

Asian Red-eyed, Olive-winged, Cream-vented, Hairy-backed, Buff-vented and Yellow-vented were 

seen. Familiar birds such as Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot and Bornean Brown, Blue-eared and Bornean 

Barbets were scoped, while Crested Goshawk, Black-bellied Malkoha, White-rumped Needletails and a 

pair of Scarlet-rumped Trogons were noted and added to our growing list. A calling Blue-banded Pitta 

led us into the forest and up a steep slope, but after an hour of searching for the calling bird we could not 

get a look in the thick vegetation. A short while later, a Collared Owlet started calling and we sped off in 

its direction. We soon found a pair of feeding Grey-headed Babblers, allowing good looks, as well as a 

Grey-breasted Spiderhunter. The owlet continued to call but the high canopy trees proved too difficult to 

locate the bird. We did, however, have fabulous views of a pair of Chestnut-breasted Malkoha moving 

in the trees above. 

We then headed back to the road and walked downhill towards the lodge. No sooner had we 

started when we heard another Blue-banded Pitta calling from a different gully. Ch’ien searched a patch 

of forest below us and saw a bird fly along the gully where it could be heard calling further away. After 

a further agonizing fifteen minutes, Ch’ien and Erik located the bird calling high in a tree above them. 

Pandemonium ensued as a scope was set up on a precarious slope and we all scrambled down the bank 

to get looks, holding on to each other so that nobody fell down the slope. Here we enjoyed brilliant, full- 

frame scope views of this stunning species. A little later we moved to a better vantage point where we 

had open-branch views of the bird while it perched calling and ignoring our presence! We were ecstatic 

with our find and headed back to the lodge for lunch. The afternoon was spent swimming and relaxing 
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and later we walked on a higher section of the road where we saw Lesser Coucal, Bushy-crested 

Hornbills and Dusky and Chestnut Munias. 

 

The next day was a travel day and so we said our farewells to the staff at Mererap who had looked after 

us so well. The Great Argus was again heard calling across the river as we packed up and left. The road 

to Ba’kelalan started off fairly well but soon deteriorated into a pot-holed, bumpy ride lasting three 

hours. We did have several birding stops though and saw and heard a few interesting species on the 

drive included a pair of Black-thighed Falconet watched through the scope, Crested Honey Buzzard, 

stunning Black-and-yellow Broadbill, Slender-billed Crow and gaudy Asian Fairy Bluebirds, while 

calling Red-breasted and Crimson-headed Partridges were only heard. We arrived at Ba’kelalan in the 

afternoon and were glad to be out of the vehicles. Here several Olive-backed Sunbirds were watched 

feeding in flowers around the lodge. In the late afternoon we then took a walk to the surrounding rice-

fields where we had excellent scope looks at a Cinnamon Bittern, a pair of Greater Painted-snipe, Blue-

eared Kingfisher and, interestingly, three Common Moorhens. After dinner we got together for a 

planned night search for the near-mythical Dulit Frogmouth, a rare and little-known species recently 

discovered in this area. We drove the short distance to the site and within a few minutes a bird 

responded to playback. A repeat of the tape and the bird called on the opposite side of the road where 

Ch’ien’s quick spotting found the bird perched in a gully below us, offering fabulous looks. A short 

while later the bird flew off but was again relocated and scoped, so that we could enjoy even better 

views. Fantastic!!! We had succeeded in finding our second target bird and had fabulous views of this 

uber-rare species. We joyfully returned to the lodge equally excited that we were visiting the forested 

hillsides above Ba’kelalan the following morning. 

 

Early the next morning we drove up into the hills above Ba’kelalan. The road was in good condition but 

very steep in some places. A walk around a fairly level piece of road soon had us watching Little 

Cuckoo-Dove, Mountain Imperial Pigeon, Indian Cuckoo, Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush, Bar-

winged Flycatcher-shrike, Bornean Treepie, Bornean and Ochraceous Bulbuls and a family of Velvet-

fronted Nuthatches. Again, we heard Crimson-headed and Red-breasted Partridges calling from the 

forested slopes. Suddenly, a Hose’s Broadbill also called, and after a fair search we saw it in flight but 

disappearing out of view in a densely-leafed tree. A tense 10 minutes followed but soon the bird flew 

again and landed in a tree over the road, allowing great looks at this much sought-after and scarce 

species. Further stops over the pass produced great scope views of a male Orange-breasted Trogon, 

Sunda Cuckooshrike, Grey-chinned Minivets, Hair-crested Drongo, Chestnut-crested Yuhinas, Black-

capped White-eyes, Golden-naped Barbets, Verditer Flycatcher, and Little and Grey-breasted 

Spiderhunters, but a pair of vocal Black-throated Wren-Babblers in a gully proved challenging with only 

glimpses obtained. It had been a fabulous day nevertheless and so we returned to the lodge in the 

afternoon.  

 

On our final day we travelled back to Lawas, first stopping at Gunung Demaring where we had brilliant 

scope views of a Long-tailed Broadbill. After lunch at Lawas we continued our drive to Kota Kinabalu, 

stopping briefly at Beaufort where we saw several flocks of Long-tailed Parakeets heading to their roost. 

And so ended a highly successful inaugural tour to see two of Borneo’s scarcest and least-known 

species! 
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A stunning Sagra Beetle species found at Ba’kelalan by Rosemary Loyd 

 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 
Note: Names and taxonomical order of the bird species list follows that of IOC (International 

Ornithological congress), Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2012; Birds of the World: Recommended English 

Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press (version 3.3 (1)). Names in square brackets represent 

names given by IOC and omitted by Clements whereas names in round brackets represent names given 

by Clements and omitted by IOC. Names without square or round brackets represent the name given by 

both IOC and Clements. A notes section can be found where splitting and/or lumping of the species by 

the respective authorities (IOC & Clements) differs from each other. 

 

ME = Malaysia peninsula endemic, BE = Bornean endemic. 
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Cinnamon Bittern by Rosemary Lloyd and Pitcher Plant at Ba’kelalan by Marianne Wakelin 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 

 
Total species recorded: 185, including 10 heard only. 

 

Pheasants, Fowls and Allies Phasianidae 
Red-breasted Partridge (BE) (H)  Arborophila hyperythra 

Heard daily in forest on the South Payeh Maga Road and above Ba’kelalan. 

Crimson-headed Partridge (BE) (H) Haematortyx sanguiniceps 

Heard daily in forest on the South Payeh Maga Road and above Ba’kelalan. 

Great Argus (H)     Argusianus argus 

Heard calling daily in forested hillside across the river from our lodge at Mererap.  

 

Bitterns and Herons Ardeidae 
Cinnamon Bittern    Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 

Great scope looks daily in rice fields at Ba’kelalan. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

A singleton was seen on our drive from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas. 

[Eastern] Cattle Egret    Bubulcus coromandus ibis 

Several see seen on our drive from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas with singletons at Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Western Cattle Egret B. ibis as Cattle Egret B. ibis. 
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Purple Heron     Ardea purpurea 

This widespread species was observed on our drive from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas. 

Great Egret      Ardea alba 

Small numbers encountered at most wetland sites. 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

Several seen on our drive from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Small numbers were encountered at several sites during the tour. 

 

Anhingas Anhingidae 
Oriental Darter     Anhinga melanogaster 

Two were seen on our drive from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas. 
NOTE: The resident African form A. rufa is sometimes lumped with the Asian A. melanogaster and the enlarged species 

called Darter. Clements uses the latter treatment of lumping these forms. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae 
Crested (Oriental) Honey Buzzard  Pernis ptilorhynchus 

Good views at Mererap and at Ba’kelalan. 

Crested Serpent Eagle    Spilornis cheela 

Heard on two dates and seen briefly at lower elevations near Ba’kelalan. 

Mountain Serpent Eagle (BE)  Spilornis kinabaluensis 

A fantastic view of a calling bird high up in forest on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Blyth’s Hawk-Eagle     Nisaetus alboniger 

We were treated to fabulous eye-level views of a soaring bird near Mererap.  

Black Eagle     Ictinaetus malayensis 

Very good looks at two birds in forest beyond Lawas. 

Crested Goshawk     Accipiter trivirgatus 

Two soaring birds near our lodge at Mererap. 

Brahminy Kite     Haliastur indus 

Several seen on our drive from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas. 

 

Falcons and Caracaras Falconidae 
Black-thighed Falconet    Microhierax fringillarius 

We enjoyed great scope looks between Gung Demaring and Ba’kelalan and on the Paya Lam. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots Rallidae 
White-breasted Waterhen    Amaurornis phoenicurus 

This common waterbird was seen on five dates. 

Common Moorhen    Gallinula chloropus 

A surprise find of three birds in a wetland at Ba’kelalan. 

 

Plovers Charadriidae 
Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia 

An overwintering bird was seen on our drive from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas. 
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Greater Painted-snipe Rostratulidae 
Greater Painted-snipe    Rostratula benghalensis 

Fabulous scope views of a pair in rice-fields at Ba’kelalan. 

 

    Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 
Rock (Pigeon) Dove     Columba livia 

Recorded in cities throughout the tour. 

Spotted Dove      Spilopelia chinensis 

Small numbers seen on most dates. 

Ruddy Cuckoo-Dove    Macropygia emiliana 

A single bird was seen Paya Lam Road 

Little Cuckoo-Dove     Macropygia ruficeps 

Seen daily on this extension at higher elevations. 

(Common) Emerald Dove    Chalcophaps indica 

Several birds were heard and a single seen on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Zebra Dove      Geopelia striata 

A fairly common species in cultivated areas. 

Little Green Pigeon     Treron olax 

Great looks on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Pink-necked Green Pigeon    Treron vernans 

Commonly seen on most days. 

Thick-billed Pigeon     Treron curvirostra 

Smaller numbers around Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

Green Imperial Pigeon    Ducula aenea 

Two were seen on our drive from Lawas to Bakelalan. 

Mountain Imperial Pigeon    Ducula badia 

Small numbers seen daily at Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

 

Parrots and Cockatoos Psittacidae 
Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot   Loriculus galgulus 

Excellent scope views were had daily throughout the extension. 

Long-tailed Parakeet    Psittacula longicauda 

Three flocks comprising eighty birds were seen near the small town of Beaufort. 

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 
Greater Coucal     Centropus sinensis 

This species was recorded on three dates. 

Lesser Coucal    Centropus bengalensis 

Singletons were seen on four dates with good views. 

Raffles’ Malkoha     Rhinortha chlorophaeus 

A common lowland forest seen on three dates. 

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha   Phaenicophaeus curvirostris 

Two birds were seen very well at Mererap. 

Black-bellied Malkoha    Phaenicophaeus diardi 

Seen daily at our lodge at Mererap. 
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Violet Cuckoo (H)     Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus 

Heard calling at our lodge at Mererap. 

Banded Bay Cuckoo    Cacomantis sonneratii 

Seen daily around Mererap and Bakelalan. 

Plaintive Cuckoo    Cacomantis merulinus 

Seen at Ba’kelalan. 

[Square-tailed] (Asian) Drongo-Cuckoo  Surniculus lugubris 

Good scope views at Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Fork-tailed Drongo Cuckoo S. dicruroides and Moluccan Drongo-Cuckoo S. 

musschenbroeki as Asian Drongo-Cuckoo S. lugubris. 
Indian Cuckoo    Cuculus micropterus 

Heard calling at Ba’kelalan and then seen in flight across the road. 

 

Frogmouths Podargidae 
Dulit Frogmouth (BE)   Batrachostomus harterti 

We enjoyed fabulous looks at this near-mythical and little-known species, seen by fewer than 100 

birders, near the town of Ba’kelalan. This was one of our major target species and highly anticipated. It 

was first heard calling in response to playback and then picked up in torchlight where we even managed 

scope looks!    

Owls Strigidae 
Collared Owlet (H)    Glaucidium brodiei 

This diurnal species was heard calling in high altitude forest. 

Brown Hawk-Owl    Ninox scutulata 

Heard calling on two nights tat Ba’kelalan. 

 

Treeswifts Hemiprocnidae 
Gray-rumped Treeswift    Hemiprocne longipennis 

We had excellent looks at up to twenty-five birds in a large tree on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Whiskered Treeswift    Hemiprocne longipennis 

We had good scope looks daily around Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 
Glossy Swiftlet     Collocalia esculenta 

This species was encountered in good numbers at most sites. 

Silver-rumped Spinetail    Rhaphidura leucopygialis 

Seen in small numbers in forested areas. 

Brown-backed Needletail    Hirundapus giganteus 

A single bird was seen only by Erik as it sped across the sky at Mererap.  

House Swift      Apus nipalensis 

Small numbers were seen between Kota Kinabalu and Lawas. 

 

Trogons Trogonidae 
Orange-breasted Trogon   Harpactes oreskios 

Great scope views in forested hills above Ba’kelalan.  

Scarlet-rumped Trogon    Harpactes duvaucelii 
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Great views of a pair at Mererap and another seen briefly en route from Ba’kelalan to Mererap. 

 

Rollers Coraciidae 
[Oriental] Dollarbird    Eurystomus orientalis 

A widespread species that we encountered en route from Ba’kelalan to Mererap. 

 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 
Banded Kingfisher (H)   Lacedo pulchella 

Heard in forested areas at Mererap and above Ba’kelalan. 

Stork-billed Kingfisher    Pelargopsis capensis 

This magnificent bird was seen en route from Lawas to Ba’kelalan. 

Collared Kingfisher     Todirhamphus chloris 

This widespread species was in open country en route to and from Kota Kinabalu. 

Blue-eared Kingfisher    Alcedo meninting 

A singleton was seen briefly at a stream between Mererap and Ba’kelalan.  

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher    Ceyx erithaca 

A singleton was seen flying over the road between Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 
NOTE: Clements splits the above species into two species: Black-backed Kingfisher C. erythaca and Rufous-backed 

Kingfisher C. rufidorsa, whereas IOC only recognizes one species: Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher C. erythaca. 

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 
Red-bearded Bee-eater    Nyctyornis amictus 

Great views on the South Paya Maga Road with another near our lodge at Mererap. 

 

Hornbills Bucerotidae 
Bushy-crested Hornbill    Anorrhinus galeritus 

Good views were had around our lodge at Mererap and at Ba’kelalan. 

Black Hornbill     Anthracoceros malayanus 

Recorded on two dates. 

Rhinoceros Hornbill    Buceros rhinoceros 

This spectacular species was heard and seen daily in small numbers. 

Helmeted Hornbill (H)   Rhinoplax vigil 

Heard calling near our lodge at Mererap but no view was obtained. 

White-crowned Hornbill    Berenicornis comatus 

Four birds were seen perched and then flying near our lodge at Mererap. 

Wreathed Hornbill     Rhyticros undulatus 

Seen almost daily in small numbers often high in the sky. 

 

Barbets and Toucans Capitonidae 
Gold-whiskered Barbet    Megalaima chrysopogon 

Recorded daily around Mererap and South Paya Maga Road. 

Red-throated Barbet    Megalaima mystacophanos 

Heard and seen around Mererap lodge. 

Mountain Barbet (BE)   Megalaima monticola 

Excellent views were had on the South Paya Maga Road and in the hills above Ba’kelalan  
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Yellow-crowned Barbet    Megalaima henricii 

Heard and seen around Mererap lodge. 

Red-crowned Barbet    Megalaima rafflesii 

A few birds were heard calling in peat-swamp near Beaufort 

Golden-naped Barbet (BE)    Megalaima pulcherrima 

Recorded in the hills above Ba’kelalan. 

Blue-eared Barbet     Megalaima australis 

Commonly heard and a few seen daily. 

Bornean Barbet (BE)   Megalaima eximia 

Good sightings daily in forested slopes of this Bornean endemic. 

Bornean Brown Barbet    Calorhamphus fuliginosus 

Small numbers seen on two days. 

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 
Rufous Piculet     Sasia abnormis 

A single bird was seen well in secondary scrub along the road at Mererap Lodge. 

Grey-and-buff Woodpecker   Hemicircus concretus 

A male bird was seen on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Banded Woodpecker    Chrysophlegma miniaceum 

Two were seen well near Mererap and others heard calling at Ba’kelalan. 

Checker-throated Woodpecker   Chrysophlegma mentali 

A pair was seen on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Crimson-winged Woodpecker   Picus puniceus 

Good views at Mererap and at Ba’kelalan. 

Maroon Woodpecker (H)   Blythipicus rubiginosus 

Heard calling en route to Ba’kelalan. 

Rufous Woodpecker    Micropternus brachyurus 

Three birds were seen on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Buff-rumped Woodpecker    Meiglyptes tristis 

Great scope looks in forest along the South Paya Maga Road. 

 

Broadbills Eurylaimidae 
Hose’s Broadbill (BE)   Calytomena hosii 

Heard calling in forest above Ba’kelalan and then good flight views before it perched allowing splendid 

views. This is a scarce montane species throughout its range. Fantastic! 

Long-tailed Broadbill   Psarisomus dalhousiae 

Splendid looks through the scope in hill-forest at Gunung Demaring. A bizarre-looking species. 

Banded Broadbill     Eurylaimus javanicus 

Heard almost daily and a single bird was seen in flight at Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

Black-and-yellow Broadbill   Eurylaimus ochromalus 

Commonly seen and heard calling in forest at Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

 

Pittas Pittidae 
Blue-banded Pitta (BE)    Erythropitta arquata 

Fantastic scope looks were enjoyed at a calling bird in dense forest above our lodge at Mererap. 
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Australasian Warblers Acanthizidae 
Golden-bellied Gerygone [Flyeater]  Gerygone sulphurea 

Heard on several dates and then seen particularly well at the town of Bakelalan. 

 

Woodshrikes & Allies Tephrodornithidae 
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike  Hemipus picatus 

Seen on the South Paya Maga Road and in forest above Ba’kelalan.    

Maroon-breasted Philentoma   Philentoma velatum 

We had brilliant views on the South Paya Maga Road and heard above Ba’kelalan. 

 

Woodswallows Artamidae 
White-breasted Woodswallow   Artamus leucorynchus 

Seen in small numbers in open country en route from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas and a few birds around 

Ba’kelalan. 

 

Ioras Aegithinidae 
Common Iora     Aegithina tiphia 

We had good views at our lodge at Mererap. 

Green Iora      Aegithina viridissima 

Small numbers were seen on the South Paya Maga Road. 

 

Cuckooshrikes Campephagidae 
Sunda Cuckooshrike  (H)    Coracina larvata 

Three birds were seen in forest above Ba’kelalan.     

Lesser Cuckooshrike    Coracina fimbriata 

Singletons were seen on the South Paya Maga Road and en route to Ba’kelalan. 

Fiery Minivet     Pericrocotus igneus 

Three birds were seen near Ba’kelalan. 

Gray-chinned Minivet    Pericrocotus solaris 

A pair was seen in forest above Ba’kelalan. 

Scarlet Minivet    Pericrocotus speciosus 

A pair was seen on the South Paya Maga Road. 

 

    Vireos & Greenlets Vireonidae 
White-bellied Erpornis (Yuhina)   Erpornis zantholeuca 

A single bird was seen on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Blyth’s (White-browed) Shrike-Babbler  Pteruthius aeralatus 

Heard calling around Ba’kelalan and then seen at Gunung Demaring. 
NOTE: Clements lumps Blyth’s Shrike-babbler P. aeralatus with Pied Shrike-babbler P. flaviscapis, Himalayan 

Shrikebabbler P. ripleyi and Dalat Shrike-babbler P. annamensis as White-browed Shrike-babbler P. flaviscapis. 

 

Orioles and Figbirds Oriolidae 
Black Oriole (BE)    Oriolus hossi 
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A pair of these mythical birds was watched at length at 1,250m on the South Paya Maga Road. A huge 

relief as this was a new species for Rockjumper Birding Tours and a lifer for the group including co-

leader Erik. Less than 100 birders have been to see this species with access to the sites a recent event. 

Black-and-crimson Oriole    Oriolus cruentus 

Excellent looks at a pair at a lower elevation on the South Paya Maga Road and another pair en route to 

Ba’kelalan. 

 

Drongos Dicruridae 
Ashy Drongo      Dicrurus leucophaeus 

We found the pale endemic Bornean race, stigmatops at Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

Bronzed Drongo     Dicrurus aeneus 

Seen on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Hair-Crested Drongo   Dicrurus hottentottus 

Seen daily at Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus 

A pair was seen near our lodge at Mererap. 

  

Fantails Rhipiduridae 
Malaysian Pied Fantail    Rhipidura javanica 

We had small numbers daily throughout the extension. 

 

Monarch Flycatchers Monarchidae 
Black-naped Monarch    Hypothymis azurea 

Singletons were seen on three dates. 

Asian Paradise Flycatcher    Terpsiphone paradisi 

We had spectacular views of a white morph male in the forest above our lodge at Mererap. 

 

Jays and Crows Corvidae 
Bornean Treepie (BE)    Dendrocitta cinerascens 

Heard around Mererap and four seen in forest above Ba’kelalan. 

Slender-billed Crow     Corvus enca 

A pair was seen en route to Ba’kelalan and several others en route to Lawas. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher  Culicicapa ceylonensis 

Good views were had on the South Paya Maga Road. Also heard singing above Ba’kelalan. 

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 
Straw-headed Bulbul (H)   Pycnonotus zeylanicus 

This endangered species was heard calling on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Black-headed Bulbul    Pycnonotus atriceps 

Unusually, only a single bird was seen at Mererap. 

Bornean Bulbul (BE)   Pycnonotus montis 

We found these smart looking endemics daily on the extension. 
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Scaly-breasted Bulbul    Pycnonotus squamatus 

This stunning bulbul was seen on the South Paya Maga Road and at Mererap. 

Grey-bellied Bulbul     Pycnonotus cyaniventris 

Fantastic, scope looks at a pair on the South Paya Maga Road. This is a scarce, low density species. 

Yellow-vented Bulbul    Pycnonotus goiavier 

The commonest bulbul in degraded habitats and seen in small numbers throughout the tour. 

Olive-winged Bulbul    Pycnonotus plumosus 

Two sightings around Mererap. 

Cream-vented Bulbul    Pycnonotus simplex 

A singleton on the South Paya Maga Road and a pair near Ba’kelalan. 

[Asian] Red-eyed Bulbul    Pycnonotus brunneus 

We had several sightings at Mererap. 

Spectacled Bulbul     Pycnonotus erythropthalmos 

Good scope looks at a pair at Mererap. 

Finch’s Bulbul    Alophoixus finschii 

Two sightings of this scarce bulbul at Mererap. 

Ochraceous Bulbul     Alophoixus ochraceus 

Great looks at this large, robust bulbul en route to Ba’kelalan and another pair in forest around 

Ba’kelalan. 

Hairy-backed Bulbul    Tricholestes criniger 

Several were seen at Mererap. 

Buff-vented Bulbul     Iole olivacea 

A few were observed on the South Paya Maga Road.  

Mountain Bulbul     Ixos mcclellandii 

Several seen at Fraser’s Hill. 

Streaked Bulbul     Ixos malaccensis 

A singleton was seen at Mererap. 

Ashy Bulbul      Hemixos flavala 

Commonly seen in hill-forest at Mererap and at Ba’kelalan. 
NOTE: IOC splits this species into two species: Ashy Bulbul H. flavala and Cinereous Bulbul H. cinereus, whereas 

Clements only recognizes one species, Ashy Bulbul H. flavala. 

 

Martins and Swallows Hirundinidae 
Pacific Swallow     Hirundo tahitica 

Recorded daily throughout the tour. 

 

Leaf Warblers and Allies 
Mountain (Leaf) Warbler    Phylloscopus trivirgatus 

Heard singing in forest above Ba’kelalan. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies Megaluridae 
Striated Grassbird     Megalurus palustris 

Two birds were seen sitting on telephone lines on our drive from Kota Kinabalu to Lawas. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
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Yellow-bellied Prinia    Prinia flaviventris 

Heard and seen in grassy roadside and waterside vegetation at Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

Dark-necked Tailorbird    Orthotomus atrogularis 

Recorded around Mererap. 

Ashy Tailorbird     Orthotomus ruficeps 

This common species was heard or seen on at least six dates. 

 

Babblers, Scimitar Babblers Timaliidae 
Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler  Pomatorhinus montanus 

A single bird was seen above Mererap by a few of us. 

Gray-throated Babbler    Stachyris nigriceps 

Heard calling above Ba’kelalan. 

Grey-headed Babbler   Stachyris poliocephala 

We found a pair feeding while searching for a calling Collared Owlet. 

Chestnut-winged Babbler    Stachyris erythroptera 

Heard calling on the South Paya Maga Road and near our lodge. 

[Bold]-Striped Tit-Babbler (BE)   Macronous bornensis 

Heard daily and seen briefly on the extension. 

Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler    Macronous ptilosus 

This striking species was heard and seen briefly on the South Paya Maga Road and at Mererap. 

 

Fulvettas, Ground Babblers 
Brown Fulvetta     Alcippe brunneicauda 

Good views on the South Paya Maga Road and its beautiful song was heard at several other sites.  

Black-throated Wren-Babbler   Napothera atrigularis 

A very vocal and close pair was glimpsed in thick vegetation on the Paya Lam Road. 

Short-tailed Babbler    Malacocincla malaccensis 

Heard on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Moustached Babbler    Malacopteron magnirostre 

A pair was heard duetting on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Scaly-crowned Babbler    Malacopteron cinereum 

A pair was seen in forest at Mererap. 

Rufous-crowned Babbler    Malacopteron magnum 

Heard on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Black-capped Babbler    Pellorneum capistratum 

This ground-dwelling babbler was heard in forest on the South Paya Maga Road and in forest above 

Ba’kelalan. 

 

Laughingthrushes  Leiothrichidae 
Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush (BE)  Garrulax treacheri 

This attractive species was fairly common in the forested hills around Mererap and at Ba’kelalan. 

Bare-headed Laughingthrush (BE)  Garrulax calvus 

Fabulous views of four birds on the South Paya Maga Road. A scarce resident. 

 

White-eyes Zosteropidae 
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Chestnut-crested Yuhina (BE)   Yuhina everetti 

This lovely Bornean endemic was seen daily in fast moving flocks on the South Paya Maga Road and 

above Ba’kelalan. 

Pygmy White-eye (BE)   Oculocincta squamifrons 

A flock were enjoyed on the on the South Paya Maga Road. 

Black-capped White-eye    Zosterops atricapilla 

A flock of six birds were observed on the forested hills above Ba’kelalan. 

 

Fairy-Bluebirds Irenidae 
Asian Fairy-bluebird    Irena puella 

This striking beauty was seen daily around Mererap and en route to Ba’kelalan. 

 

Nuthatches and Wallcreeper Sittidae 
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch    Sitta frontalis 

We enjoyed great views of four birds on the South Paya Maga Road and two above Ba’kelalan. 

 

Starlings Sturnidae 
Asian Glossy Starling    Aplonis panayensis 

Seen regularly at scattered towns between Lawas and Kota Kinabalu. 

Common Hill Myna     Gracula religiosa 

Heard calling in forest at Ba’kelalan. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 
Oriental Magpie-Robin    Copsychus saularis 

Common and widespread and seen on most days of the trip. 

White-rumped Shama    Copsychus malabaricus 

Heard singing daily around Mererap Lodge. 

Rufous-tailed Shama (BE)    Copsychus stricklandii 

Good scope looks at this shy species in forest above Mererap lodge. 

Little Pied Flycatcher    Ficedula westermanni 

A female bird was seen on the Paya Lam Road above Ba’kelalan. 

Verditer Flycatcher     Eumyias thalassinus 

This striking beauty was observed above Ba’kelalan. 

 

Leafbirds Chloropseidae 
Greater Green Leafbird    Chloropsis sonnerati 

Good looks around our lodge at Mererap. 

Lesser Green Leafbird    Chloropsis cyanopogon 

Good looks around our lodge at Mererap. 

Bornean Leafbird (BE)   Chloropsis kinabaluensis 

Excellent close looks on the South Paya Maga Road. 
Notes: A distinct population of this species on Mount Kinabalu is believed to be a full species, Bornean Leafbird. 

 

Flowerpeckers Dicaeidae 
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Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker (BE)  Prionochilus xanthopygius 

We enjoyed excellent daily looks at pairs feeding low in bushes at Mererap. 

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker   Dicaeum chrysorrheum 

Two were seen in a parasitic mistletoe tree at Ba’kelalan. 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker   Dicaeum trigonostigma 

This common species was seen on all days of the extension. 

Plain Flowerpecker    Dicaeum minullum 

Three birds were seen feeding on parasitic mistletoe in the Ba’kelalan area. 

Black-sided Flowerpecker (BE)   Dicaeum monticolum 

Regular sightings of this endemic around Ba’kelalan.  

 

Sunbirds Nectariniidae 
Plain Sunbird     Anthreptes simplex 

This unobtrusive sunbird was seen in lowland forest at Mererap and at Ba’kelalan. 

Brown-throated Sunbird    Anthreptes malacensis 

A widespread species was seen on four dates. 

Red-throated Sunbird    Anthreptes rhodolaemus 

A singing male was scoped at Mererap Lodge. 

Olive-backed Sunbird    Cinnyris jugularis 

A few birds were seen at flowering Bouganville at our lodge in Ba’kelalan. 

 (Eastern) Crimson Sunbird   Aethopyga siparaja 

A male was seen at Ba’kelalan. 

Temminck’s Sunbird    Aethopyga temminckii 

This is another beautiful species was seen once at Ba’kelalan. 

Little Spiderhunter     Arachnothera longirostra 

Recorded at on the South Paya Maga Road, at Mererap and at Ba’kelalan. 

Spectacled Spiderhunter    Arachnothera flavigaster 

A singleton was seen well at Mererap. 

Grey-breasted Spiderhunter  Arachnothera modesta 

Recorded on the South Paya Maga Road and around Ba’kelalan. 

 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow    Passer montanus 

This species was recorded in small numbers at virtually all towns throughout the extension. 

 

Waxbills, Munias andAllies Estrildidae 
Dusky Munia (BE)     Lonchura fuscans 

Recorded daily in cultivated areas on the extension. 

Scaly-breasted Munia   Lonchura punctulata 

We found this species at Ba’kelalan. 

Chestnut Munia     Lonchura atricapilla 

Good numbers were seen around Mererap and Ba’kelalan. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae 
Paddyfield (Oriental) Pipit    Anthus rufulus 
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A pair was seen in the grasslands alongside Ba’kelalan Airport. 

 

Annotated List of Mammals recorded 
 

Treeshrews Tupaiidae 
Mountain Tree-Shrew    Tupaia montana 

Good views en route to Ba’kelalan. 

 

Monkeys Cercopithecidae 
Long-tailed Macaque    Macaca fascicularis 

A few were seen on the extension. 

 

Gibbons Hylobatidae 
Bornean Gibbon     Hylobates muelleri 

Heard almost daily from forested hillsides. 

 

Squirrels Sciuridae 
Plantain Squirrel      Callosciurus notatus 

Observed around Mererap. 

Bornean Black-banded Squirrel    Callosciurus orestes 

Two were seen well at Mererap Lodge. 

Jentink’s Squirrel      Sundaciurus jentinki 

Recorded in forest at Ba’kelalan.   

Tufted (Plain) Pygmy Squirrel    Exilisciurus whiteheadi 

This tiny squirrel was seen in forest above Ba’kelalan. 

 

Deer Cervidae 
Bornean Yellow Muntjac (Barking Deer)  Muntiacus atherodes 

Singletons on the South Paya Maga Road and in forest above Ba’kelalan.  
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