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Desert Valley (near Springbok) coming into flower by Andrew Stainthorpe 

 

Trip report compiled by tour leader Andrew Stainthorpe 
 

On this tour of the Western and Northern Cape regions of South Africa, we covered much of the 

wide range of possible biomes. These ranged from the open ocean, where two of the world’s major 

currents meet, the Fynbos covered mountains of the South-western Cape, the summer rainfall Nama 

Karoo and drier winter rainfall Succulent Karoo, and on to the coastal plains with its diverse 
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vegetation. Most of these areas hold unique plants and endemic birds and, over and above the 

broad range of resident bird species that we observed in this great diversity of habitats, we also 

saw many of the region’s mammals and other wildlife.  

 

After collecting the guests from their respective hotels and checking in to our comfy guest house, 

we headed out to start our initial birding on this, our inaugural Budget Western South Africa trip. At 

this stage the weather started clearing after a morning of overcast conditions with scattered showers, 

and with the sun starting to show we moved 

down to the Strandfontein sewage works to 

look for some waterbirds. This did not 

disappoint and we found hundreds of 

moulting Black-necked Grebes, had good 

sightings of Greater Flamingo, Cape Teal, 

Southern Pochard, Cape Shoveler, Great 

White Pelican and a distant view of a Maccoa 

Duck. A few raptors were also about 

including a pair of African Fish Eagles, 

quartering African Marsh Harrier, hovering 

Black-winged Kite and a well-seen Jackal 

Buzzard. Some of the reedbeds around the 

ponds produced Little Rush and Lesser 

Swamp Warblers, Levaillant’s Cisticola, 

African Swamphen and Black Crake.  

After this good start, we next headed off to look at the African Penguins at Boulders Beach 

in Simon’s Town. After enjoying their comical antics for a while we then drove to the fynbos areas 

around Silvermine, a section of the Table Mountain National Park, where we picked up our first 

Cape Sugarbirds, the dazzling Orange-breasted Sunbird and Karoo Prinia. With the weather turning 

sour again we headed back to our guest house, where we had sightings of Pin-tailed Whydah, Cape 

Canary and the introduced Chaffinch, before losing sufficient light and calling it quits for the day. 

 

The following morning saw us heading out of Simon’s Town harbour for our pelagic trip on the 

Zest II, and it was not long before we started connecting with common pelagic species including 

Sooty Shearwater, White-chinned and Soft-plumaged Petrels, Shy and Black-browed Albatross, 

Wilson’s Storm Petrel, Antarctic and Slender-billed Prions, Northern and Southern Giant Petrel and 

an out of season Great-winged Petrel. Pelagic birds were not the only thing on the menu, however, 

and we also had a brief sighting of Hump-backed 

Whale and regular views of Cape Fur Seals. On 

the return trip we then picked up all the coastal 

Cormorants (Cape, Bank, and Crowned) and had 

good views of Cape Gannet and Greater Crested 

and Arctic Terns. On entering Simon’s Town 

harbour we even had a Rufous-breasted 

Sparrowhawk soaring over False Bay – not a bad 

way to end a good day out at sea! 

 

Weather conditions could not have been better the 

following day, with clear skies and no wind 

whatsoever. We therefore eagerly made our way 

towards the spectacular Hottentots Holland 

Mountain range where we put in a bit of effort, 

Greater Flamingos by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Cape Grassbird by Andrew Stainthorpe 
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but finally came away trumps with some fantastic birds. These included our primary target here, the 

smart and much-desired Cape Rockjumper, Ground Woodpecker, Cape Bunting, Cape Grassbird, 

Southern Double Collard and Orange-breasted Sunbirds, Grey-backed Cisticola, Cape Rock Thrush, 

Yellow Bishop and a breeding pair of Verreaux’s Eagles. On the mammal side we also found a 

small group of agile little Klipspringers. After a good morning’s birding we moved on towards 

Harold Porter Botanical Gardens, where we 

managed to pick up a few more new birds 

including Cape Spurfowl, Cape Bulbul, Olive 

Thrush, Cape Batis, Cape White-eye and 

Brimstone Canary, while a troop of friendly 

Chacma Baboons also entertained us with their 

antics. 

 

The next day saw us leaving Cape Town (after a 

bit of birding around the guest house that 

produced a Black Sparrowhawk) and then onto 

Ceres. En route we stopped in at Paarl, which 

gave us some excellent views of the sometimes 

tricky Protea Canary, Streaky-headed Seedeater, 

Swee Waxbill, Klaas’s Cuckoo, Olive Thrush, 

Bar-throated Apalis and our first of many Karoo Scrub Robins. A quick stop at the bird sanctuary 

produced our first Lesser Flamingos and we also had good sightings of Malachite Kingfisher and 

Cardinal Woodpecker. Carrying on we managed to locate the secretive Victorin’s Warbler (never 

guaranteed!) and had good sightings of Bokmakierie, Jackal Buzzard and our only Fork-tailed 

Drongo of the trip, before arriving at our guest house for the night. Here some of the participants 

managed to get good views of Giant Kingfisher attempting to catch goldfish in the garden fish pond 

(!), and the added bonus of more Protea Canaries. The weather however was starting to turn and our 

prospects for the following day did not look good. 

 

The next morning we were indeed greeted with overcast conditions, icy cold winds and patches of 

rain as we passed through the Koue Bokkeveld Mountains. This though did not damper our spirits 

and we made our way out into the semi-arid area of the Tanqua Karoo, which was starting to 

respond well to the rains that had fallen. Slowly we began picking up new birds including Cape 

Weaver, Yellow, White-throated and Black-headed Canaries, Karoo, Tractrac and Familiar Chats, 

Capped and Mountain Wheatears, Namaqua and both Layard’s and Chestnut-vented Warblers, 

Pririt Batis, and Pied and Pale-winged Starlings. 

Some of the smaller depressions had started to 

collect water and this had in turn attracted South 

African Shelduck, Cape and Red-billed Teals and 

Three-banded Plover. It was also a good day for 

raptors and we managed to tick Black-chested 

Snake Eagle, Pale Chanting Goshawk, more 

Jackal Buzzards, the exceptional and ever-popular 

Secretarybird, Rock and Greater Kestrels, and 

Lanner and Peregrine Falcons. The day also 

included sightings of Karoo Korhaan and 

numerous Ludwig’s Bustards that had come in as 

a result of the favourable conditions – not a bad 

day’s birding, especially considering the 

inclement weather! 

Swee Waxbill by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Spike-heeled Lark by Andrew Stainthorpe 
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Brandvlei was our next destination; the clouds and rain had gone, but the cold still remained with 

the thermometer dropping to minus 2.5 

degrees Celsius and only warming to a high of 

9 degrees Celsius for the day! This however 

did not stop the birding, which started hotting 

up with the rising of the sun. This turned out 

to be our “lark day”, with 10 species being 

recorded including Sabota, Fawn-coloured, 

Red, Karoo, Red-capped, Spike-heeled, Large-

billed and Karoo Long-billed, as well as 

Black-eared and Grey-backed Sparrowlarks. A 

good variety of other arid birds were also 

recorded, including Namaqua Sandgrouse, 

Fairy Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Eremomela, 

Rufous-eared and Layard’s Warblers, Dusky 

Sunbird, White-backed Mousebird and Chat 

Flycatcher. The mammals were not going to 

let their feathered friends steal all the highlights, and we also had good sightings of two groups of 

Bat-eared Fox, Cape Sengi and Suricates (Meerkats). 

 

Another cold morning greeted us as we prepared to move onto our next destination, Springbok. 

Fortunately though it did warm up and more good birds were recorded en route. One of the new 

species to be added to our ever-growing list was our national bird, with a sighting of about 10 Blue 

Cranes, which were joined by some Spur-winged Geese and Ludwig’s Bustard. Good views of 

Booted Eagle and the striking Black Harrier were also had before we started the long journey north. 

The earlier rains had already brought on some flowers and several fields were sporting an amazing 

show of colour.  Arriving at the guest house we managed to add Orange River White-eye, African 

Red-eyed Bulbul and Karoo Thrush to our list. 

 

The next morning saw us heading to the coastal plains of the Northern Cape, with good numbers of 

raptors again being seen en route – Lanner Falcon and Rock 

and Greater Kestrels being the most numerous. The main 

target for the day was the range-restricted Barlow’s Lark and 

the Cape (Long-billed) Lark, and it didn’t take too long before 

we had them both in the bag. Breakfast along the beach added 

a few more birds including White-fronted Plover, with further 

sightings of Black-necked Grebe, Greater Flamingo and all of 

the coastal cormorants again. The afternoon then saw us 

driving around the back roads of Springbok which was 

certainly a good idea, with great sightings being had of Ground 

Woodpecker, Karoo Eremomela, Verreaux’s Eagle, Mountain 

Wheatear, Cape Weaver, Bokmakierie and Cape Starling. The 

spectacular scenery and the early start of the flower season just 

added to the whole experience of the Northern Cape. 

 

After a good night’s rest we started the long journey back 

towards Cape Town. With weather conditions again not 

looking great, we nevertheless made the most of the day’s 

birding before the weather turned even worse. A long stretch 

of dirt road produced some good birds with Cinnamon-

Karoo flowers by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Cape Longclaw by Andrew 

Stainthorpe 
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breasted Warbler, Stark’s Lark, Northern Black Korhaan and Grey-winged Francolin being added to 

our list, as well as obtaining further sightings of Rufous-eared Warbler, Pale Chanting Goshawk, 

Mountain and Capped Wheatears, Black-headed Canary, Karoo Lark, displaying Black-eared 

Sparrowlarks and improved views of a host of other birds already seen on the trip. As expected, 

overcast conditions and scattered rain eventually drew the day to a close. 

 

After raining for most of the night, the next day started with some very wet roads (and birds!). A 

sighting of a drenched Spotted Eagle-Owl trying to dry itself was a bonus before heading back 

down a different road. A small stream crossing produced some good birds including African Black 

Duck, Yellow Bishop in full breeding plumage, Fairy Flycatcher and Malachite Sunbird adding 

some colour to the otherwise grey morning. A pair of Cape Longclaw along the side of the road 

added even more colour and excitement before we arrived at one of the wetlands, which then gave 

us Goliath Heron, Great Crested Grebe, Cape 

Shoveler, South African Shelduck, Purple 

Swamphen, Great White Pelican and Red Bishop. 

A quick visit to the Berg River produced a few 

early returning waders (Curlew Sandpiper and 

Eurasian Curlew) and good numbers of Lesser 

Flamingo. Shortly before arriving at Langebaan 

we also had good sightings of a pair of Southern 

Black Korhaan. 

 

Our last day of the tour saw us visiting the West 

Coast National Park and the impressive 

Langebaan Lagoon that is situated therein. New 

birds added to the list included Grey Plover, 

Whimbrel and Caspian Tern along the edges of 

the lagoon, and in the surrounding scrubby 

‘strandveld’ vegetation we finally connected with 

the tiny Cape Penduline Tit, with further excellent 

sightings of Black Harrier, Bokmakierie, Southern 

Double-banded Sunbird, Karoo Scrub Robin, 

Cape Bulbul and Cape Weaver. A quick stop in at 

a pan en route to Cape Town produced some 

Chestnut-banded Plovers, a species that is never 

guaranteed. We then moved on to our final 

birding destination for the day, the famous 

Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens, with its 

well maintained manicured gardens and Table 

Mountain as its ever-present and spectacular 

backdrop. Here we added a few new birds for the trip in the form of African Olive Pigeon, Forest 

Canary and Southern Boubou. A mad dash up a rocky ridge, in the dying light of our last day, 

finally produced a pair of the endemic Cape Siskin, a bird that had eluded us so far, and with that 

final sighting our excellent tour of Western South Africa came to an end. 

 

Thank you everyone for a most enjoyable time and for being so patient and persistent even when 

the weather wasn’t plying ball! I look forward to seeing you all on another tour hopefully in the not-

too-distant future! 

 

Greater Double Collared Sunbird by Andrew 

Stainthorpe 



Trip Report - RBT Budget Western South Africa 2013 

 
 

6 

BIRD LIST (229 Species, including 2 birds heard & not seen) 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2013. IOC World Bird List (v 3.3) Birds of the 

World: Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press. Notes are provided where Clements differs; 

alternatively Clements names are in parenthesis. 

 

Key: E: regional endemic, NE: regional near-endemic 

 

Ostriches  Struthionidae 
Ostrich      Struthio camelus 

Good numbers seen over the last few days of the tour along the west coast. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Somali Ostrich S. molybdophanes as Ostrich S. camelus. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl    Numida meleagris 

Good numbers of these game birds seen during the length of the tour. 

 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Grey-winged Francolin (E)    Scleroptila afra 

Two birds were seen briefly along the road to Calvinia initially, but a good sighting of a single bird 

later in the tour. 

Cape Spurfowl (RE)     Pternistis capensis 

Good numbers of these attractive game birds were had throughout the tour. 
Note: Clements places all the above species in the Francolinus genus 

 

Ducks & Geese  Anatidae 
Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

Good numbers of this large goose were had throughout the tour. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiacus 

These common geese were recorded throughout the tour. 

South African Shelduck (RE)   Tadorna cana 

Good sightings were had of these attractive birds, mainly in the Karoo area and later along the west 

coast. 

Cape Teal      Anas capensis 

Regular sightings were had of this lovely pink-billed teal during the tour. 

African Black Duck     Anas sparsa 

A pair of these ducks was seen on a small stream briefly before flying off. 

Mallard                               Anas platyrhynchos 

A single male bird of this exotic species was seen on a pan. 

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulate 

These attractive ducks were commonly recorded at wetlands and dams throughout the tour. 

Cape Shoveler (RNE)    Anas smithii 

Good numbers recorded on pans and dams during the tour. 

Red-billed Teal (Duck)    Anas erythrorhyncha 

Good numbers of these distinctive Teals were had during the tour. 

Southern Pochard     Netta erythrophthalma 

Good numbers were recorded on our visit to the Strandfontein Sewage works. 

Maccoa Duck      Oxyura maccoa 

A single bird was recorded on the first day and a pair later on the tour. 
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Penguins  Spheniscidae 
African Penguin (RE)    Spheniscus demersus 

Good numbers of these little penguins were had at Boulders and a few recorded on the pelagic trip. 

 

Albatrosses  Diomedeidae 
Black-browed Albatross    Thalassarche melanophris 

Good sightings were had of these magnificent birds whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Shy Albatross      Thalassarche cauta 

Great sightings were had of these elegant birds whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche carteri 

A single sighting of a distant bird was had whilst on the pelagic trip. 

 

Petrels & Shearwaters  Procellariidae 
Southern Giant Petrel    Macronectes giganteus 

A single sighting was had of this large petrel whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Northern Giant Petrel    Macronectes halli 

A couple of these birds were seen passing the boat whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Antarctic Prion     Pachyptila desolata 

Good sightings were had of this attractive prion. 

Slender-billed Prion     Pachyptila belcheri 

A single bird was photographed by some of the participants. 

Great-winged Petrel     Pterodroma macroptera 

An unseasonal sighting of this petrel was had.  

Soft-plumaged Petrel    Pterodroma mollis 

Good sightings were had of these petrels passing the boat. 

White-chinned Petrel    Procellaria aequinoctialis 

One of the more numerous species seen during the pelagic trip. 

Sooty Shearwater     Puffinus griseus 

Good numbers were had on the way out and in. 

 

Storm Petrels  Hydrobatidae 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel    Oceanites oceanicus 

Good sightings of these dainty Storm Petrels were had during the pelagic trip. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 

Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Small numbers of this rather common bird were seen at several dams and pans throughout the tour.  

Great Crested Grebe    Podiceps cristatus 

Good sightings of this attractive grebe were had on a small vlei towards the end of the tour. 

Black-necked Grebe     Podiceps nigricollis 

Large numbers of these birds were seen in their non-breeding plumage at the Strandfontein sewage 

works.  

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

Good views of these birds were had throughout the tour, with large numbers on Langebaan estuary. 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoeniconaias minor 

Again good views had of these smaller flamingos where had during the tour. 
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Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 

This common white and black ibis was seen on most days during the tour. 

Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

A common bird seen on a daily bases on the tour. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

A few of these attractive ibis were towards the end of the tour. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

These attractive birds were seen at scattered locations during the tour. 

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

Small groups of these more common Egrets were seen through-out the tour.  
Note: Clements does not accept this split and lumps this with Eastern Cattle Egret as one species: Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

This widespread species was recorded at most wetlands during the tour. 

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

This grassland species was commonly recorded. 

Goliath Heron     Ardea goliath 

The world’s largest heron was seen at a large vlei. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

A single bird was recorded in the Strandfontein sewage works and later in the tour again. 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

A single bird was seen on a small wetland next the road new Paarl. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

This very widespread bird was recorded at scattered wetland locations throughout. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

These large birds were recorded in good numbers at various locations throughout. 

 

Gannets  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet (BE)     Morus capensis 

These attractive birds were seen on the pelagic trip and along the coast line. 

 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Microcarbo africanus 

A few birds were seen on various water bodies during the tour. 

Crowned Cormorant (RE)    Microcarbo coronatus 

Some of these coastal Cormorants were seen at Simon’s Town harbour post the pelagic trip. 

Bank Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax neglectus 

A couple of these larger black Cormorants were seen roosting on some rocks whilst out on the 

pelagic. 

White-breasted (Great) Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus 

A few birds were seen in scattered locations throughout the tour. 
Note: Clements treats this sub-Saharan bird as a race of the Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

Cape Cormorant (BE)    Phalacrocorax capensis 

Good numbers of these Cormorants were seen at scattered locations along the coast and on the 

pelagic.  
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Anhingas  Anhingidae 
African Darter     Anhinga rufa 

Birds were recorded on various fresh water bodies during the tour.  
NOTE: The resident African form P. rufa is sometimes lumped with the Asian P. melanogaster and the enlarged species 

called Darter. Clements uses this treatment of lumping these forms. 

 

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird      Sagittarius serpentarius 

Two of these attractive birds were seen on a nest close to Calvinia. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged(-shouldered) Kite   Elanus caeruleus 

One of the more common raptor recorded on tour, especially alongside the roads. 

Black-chested (breasted) Snake Eagle  Circaetus pectoralis 

A single adult was seen flying along a drainage line close to Calvinia. 

Booted Eagle      Hieraaetus pennatus 

Excellent views of these handsome eagles were had at Niewoudtsville waterfall. 

Verreaux’s Eagle     Aquila verreauxii 

Good views of three of these awesome eagles were had close to Springbok   

Pale Chanting Goshawk (RNE)   Melierax canorus 

This common road side raptor was seen frequently during the tour. 

Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk   Accipiter rufiventris 

A single bird was recorded flying over False Bay on returning from the pelagic trip. 

Black Sparrowhawk     Accipiter melanoleucus 

A single bird gave us a quick flyby in the gardens of our lodge in Cape Town. 

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 

First bird recorded quartering over the reedbed’s at the Strandfontein sewage works and again later 

in the West Coast National Park. 

Black Harrier (RE)     Circus maurus 

Great views were had of a stunning adult male quartering next to a road in the West Coast National 

Park.  

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

Two of these majestic eagles were seen at the Strandfontein sewage works. 

Jackal Buzzard (RE)     Buteo rufofuscus 

This lovely endemic was seen well during the tour. 

 

Falcons Falconidae 
Rock (Eurasian) Kestrel    Falco rupicolus 

This fairly common small raptor was seen throughout the tour. 

Greater Kestrel     Falco rupicoloides 

A few of these paler raptors were seen in the more arid areas of the tour. 

Lanner Falcon     Falco biarmicus 

Various sightings of these exciting raptors were had during the tour. 

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrines 

A single sighting of this sleek raptor was had during the tour. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 

Ludwig’s Bustard (RNE)    Neotis ludwigii 

Good sightings of these nomadic bustard’s were had during the tour. 

Karoo Korhaan (RE)    Eupodotis vigorsii 
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A few sightings were had of these rather plain looking Korhaans in the more arid areas of the tour. 

Southern Black Korhaan (E)   Afrotis afra 

A good sighting was had of a pair of these striking birds, with a few more around Langebaan.  

Northern Black Korhaan (RNE)   Afrotis afraoides 

Good sightings of a group of male birds displaying. 

 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail      Rallus caerulescens 

Unfortunately these birds were only heard and not seen. 

Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra 

Two birds were seen at a small pan in the Strandfontein sewage works. 

African (Purple) Swamphen   Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Excellent sightings were had of these attractive birds in Strandfontein sewage works. 
Note: Clements lumps this species under Purple Swamphen P. porphyrio 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

A fairly common bird, encountered at several wetland sites throughout the tour. 

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Good numbers of these common waterbirds were seen at many waterbodies throughout the tour. 

 

Cranes Gruidae 

Blue Crane (RE)     Grus paradisea 

This elegant Crane, South Africa’s national bird was encountered in a large flock of about 12 birds 

near Niewoudtsville and several other smaller groups were also sighted. 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 

Spotted Thick-knee     Burhinus capensis 

Unfortunately these birds were only heard and not seen. 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopoidae 
African Oystercatcher (E)    Haematopus moquini 

Sightings of these endangered birds were had at various locations along the coast line. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

We had numerous good views of this very widespread species throughout the tour. 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

Good numbers of these attractive waterbirds were seen at many of waterbodies throughout the tour. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover)   Vanellus armatus 

This common species was recorded on many days of the tour. 

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 

This common species of lapwing was only recorded on one day of the tour. 

Grey Plover      Pluvialis squatarola 

A few birds were recorded at Langebaan estuary, towards the end of the tour. 

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

A few were seen at Velddrif and Langebaan estuary. 

Three-banded Plover    Charadrius tricollaris 

This widespread inland freshwater plover was recorded frequently during the tour. 

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus 
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A few of these attractive little plovers were seen around Port Nolloth and later at Langebaan. 

Chestnut-banded Plover    Charadrius pallidus 

Three of these wonderful plovers were seen towards the end of the tour. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

A few of these interesting shore birds were seen in Langebaan. 

Eurasian Curlew     Numenius arquata 

This long-billed shore bird was seen in Langebaan. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

Good sightings were had of these larger shore birds whilst in Langebaan. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

A few of these early summer arrivals were seen in the estuary at Langebaan. 

 

Gulls & Terns  Laridae 

Grey-headed Gull     Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

These birds were seen in and around Paarl sewage works in fairly low numbers. 

Hartlaub’s Gull (RE)    Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

This was the most common gull seen on the tour. 

Kelp Gull      Larus dominicanus 

Good numbers of these gulls were seen during the tour. 

Caspian Tern      Hydroprogne Sterna caspia 

Around ten of these large red billed terns were seen in the Langebaan estuary. 

Swift (Great Crested) Tern    Thalasseus bergii 

About twenty of these yellow-billed terns were seen roosting on a small sand bank at the mouth of 

the St.Lucia estuary. 

Sandwich Tern     Thalasseus sandvicensis 

A few birds were seen roosting on a sandbank in Langebaan. 

Common Tern     Sterna Hirundo 

A couple of birds were seen flying past the boat whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Arctic Tern      Sterna paradisaea 

A single bird was seen flying past the boat whilst on the pelagic trip. 

 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclidae 
Namaqua Sandgrouse (RNE)   Pterocles namaqua 

Good numbers of these arid adapted birds were seen around Brandvlei. 

 

Doves & Pigeons  Columbidae 

Rock Dove       Columba livia 

This very successful city coloniser was recorded at various towns throughout the tour. 

Speckled Pigeon      Columba guinea 

This large species was commonly seen everywhere throughout the tour. 

African Olive Pigeon     Columba arquatrix 

Brief views of these attractive pigeons were had in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

This large widespread and common dove was seen throughout the tour. 

Ring-necked Dove     Streptopelia capicola 

This widespread and common species was observed on most days of the tour. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

Another of the more widespread doves was encountered during most of the tour. 
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Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

This attractive long tailed dove was seen on a few occasions during the tour. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 

Klaas’s Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx klaas 

Unfortunately not seen by all the participants, but a single bird recorded at the Paarl Monument. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

A single rather drench individual was seen sunning itself along the road to Langebaan. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

Good sightings of this large swift were had on a few occasions during the tour. 

African Swift      Apus barbatus 

A few individuals were seen on the first day of the tour around the Strandfontein sewage works. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

This small swift was seen on the first day and again on the last day of the tour. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 

Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

This drab mousebird was recorded in the beginning of the tour. 

White-backed Mousebird (RNE)   Colius colius 

This attractive arid mousebird was recorded during the later part of the tour. 

Red-faced Mousebird    Urocolius indicus 

A small flock was recorded in Paarl. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 

Malachite Kingfisher    Alcedo cristatus 

We encountered this little gem of a Kingfisher catching small fish at the Paarl sewage works. 

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

This huge Kingfisher species was also recorded at the Paarl sewage works. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

The world’s most widespread kingfisher was found at a few water bodies during the tour.  

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African (Eurasian) Hoopoe    Upupa africana 

Recorded only twice during the tour with good sightings at Calvinia. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Eurasian Hoopoe as Upupa epops 

 

Barbets  Capitonidae 

Acacia Pied Barbet (RNE)    Tricholaema leucomelas 

A pair of these attractive barbets was recorded in Calvinia. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 

Ground Woodpecker (E)    Geocolaptes olivaceus 

Excellent views of these ground nesting woodpeckers were had during the tour. 

Cardinal Woodpecker    Dendropicos fuscescens 

This very small woodpecker species was found on a few days during the tour. 
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Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 

Cape Batis (NE)     Batis capensis 

Good sightings of this gorgeous batis were had in the beginning of the tour. 

Pririt Batis (RNE)     Batis pririt 

A single sighting of a pair of these arid batis was had along a dry river line in the Karoo. 

 

Bushshrikes  Malaconotidae 
Bokmakierie (RNE)     Telophorus zeylonus 

This very beautiful bushshrike was seen a couple of times during the tour. 

Southern Boubou (E)    Laniarius ferrugineus 

A sighting of this endemic bushshrike was had in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens.  

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Common Fiscal     Lanius collaris 

This is a common bird throughout South Africa and was seen on most days of the tour. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 

Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

A signal bird was recorded along a river line.  

 

Crows, Jays & Magpies  Corvidae 

Cape Crow      Corvus capensis 

We had numerous sightings in the more arid areas of the tour. 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

This common crow was seen daily on the tour. 

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

Good sightings of this large corvid were had during the tour. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Cape Rockjumper (E)    Chaetops frenatus 

Good sightings of this handsome endemic were had after a long search. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (RE)    Stenostira scita 

A brief sighting was had of this little flycatcher. 

 

Tits  Paridae 

Grey Tit (NE)     Parus afer 

A bird we encountered on a few occasions towards the end of the tour. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Melaniparus 

 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 
Cape Penduline Tit (RNE)    Anthoscopus minutes 

A pair of these diminutive tits was seen on our last day of the tour. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 

Sabota Lark (RNE)     Calendulauda sabota 

A few sightings of this large billed form were had around Brandvlei. 
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Fawn-coloured Lark     Calendulauda africanoides 

A single sighting of a solitary bird close to Brandvlei. 

Karoo Lark (E)     Calendulauda albescens 

Good sightings of this endemic lark were had during the tour. 

Barlow’s Lark (RE)     Calendulauda barlowi 

Excellent sightings were had of these range restricted lark north of Port Nolleth. 

Red Lark (E)      Calendulauda burra 

This impressive lark was seen on a few occasions around Brandvlei. 

Karoo Long-billed Lark (RE)   Certhilauda subcoronata 

Good sightings of these birds were had during the tour in the rocky areas. 

Cape Long-billed Lark (E)    Certhilauda curvirostris 

Excellent sighting of these very long-billed lark were had north of Port Nolleth. 

Red-capped Lark     Calandrella cinerea 

Large numbers of these gregarious larks were seen during the tour. 

Spike-heeled Lark (RNE)    Chersomanes albofasciata 

This unusual lark was first seen in good numbers during the tour. 

Stark’s Lark (RNE)     Spizocorys starki 

Two of these pale larks were seen along the road from Springbok. 

Large-billed Lark (E)    Galerida magnirostris 

One of the more numerous larks recorded on the tour. 

Black-eared Sparrowlark (RE)   Eremopterix australis 

Good sightings were had of these small dark sparrow-larks. 

Grey-backed Sparrowlark (RNE)   Eremopterix verticalis 

Again good sightings were had of these paler sparrow-larks. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 

African Red-eyed Bulbul    Pycnonotus nigricans 

Good sightings of this arid bulbul were had in the later part of the tour. 

Cape Bulbul (E)     Pycnonotus capensis 

This common bulbul was recorded often during the tour in the right habitat. 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

A species that is far more often heard than seen, good sightings were had in Kirstenbosch. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Brown-throated (Plain) Martin   Riparia paludicola 

These small aerial feeders were seen around some small streams and dams during the tour. 

Rock Martin      Hirundo fuligula 

These common birds were seen regularly during the tour. 

 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidea 

Cape Grassbird (RE)    Sphenoeacus afer 

Excellent and close up sightings of this striking bird were at the beginning of the tour. 

Long-billed (Cape) Crombec   Sylvietta rufescens 

We found this almost tail-less bird around the more arid areas with taller shrubs. 

Victorin’s Warbler (E)    Cryptillas victorini 

A good sighting of a single bird was had whilst going over Bain’s pass. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 

Lesser Swamp Warbler    Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

A small group of these birds was seen at a pan at the Strandfontein sewage works. 
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Grassbirds & Allies  Locustellidae 

Little Rush Warbler (African Bush-Warbler) Bradypterus baboecala 

This skulking inhabitant of dense reedbeds gave us good views at the Strandfontein sewage works. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 

Grey-backed Cisticola (RNE)   Cisticola subruficapilla 

This was the most common Cisticola recorded on the tour. 

Levaillant’s (Tinkling) Cisticola   Cisticola tinniens 

Good sightings were had at Strandfontein and a few other places during the tour. 

Neddicky      Cisticola fulvicapilla 

Only a single bird was seen and unfortunately not by all. 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

This small Cisticola was seen at the Strandfontein sewage works. 

Wing-snapping Cisticola    Cisticola ayresii 

This tiny little Cisticola was seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Karoo Prinia (RE)     Prinia maculosa 

The most common prinia to be seen on the tour. 

Black-chested Prinia     Prinia flavicans 

A pair of these birds was recorded in the Brandvlei area. 

Namaqua Warbler (RE)    Phragmacia substriata 

Brief views were had of this bird in a drainage line in the Karoo. 

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 

Good views were had of these birds in the coastal thickets of the west coast. 

Rufous-eared Warbler (RE)   Malcorus pectoralis 

Good sightings were had of these attractive warblers in the more arid areas. 

Cinnamon-breasted Warbler (RE)   Euryptila subcinnamomea 

Excellent sightings were had of this rock loving warbler. 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela    Eremomela icteropygialis 

Two birds were seen briefly close to Brandvlei. 

Karoo Eremomela (RE)    Eremomela gregalis 

A good sighting of a small group of these lovely little birds was had close to Springbok. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Syliidae 
Chestnut-vented Warbler (RNE)   Sylvia subcaeruleum 

A number of sightings were had, mainly in the later part of the tour. 

Layard’s Warbler (RE)    Sylvia layardi 

Good sightings were had of this plain but cheerful warbler in the more arid areas of the tour. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Cape White-eye (RE)    Zosterops capensis 

Good sightings were had across the tour. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with the Orange River White-eye Z. pallidus as Cape White-eye Z. pallidus. 

Orange River White-eye (RNE)   Zosterops pallidus 

Sightings of this newly spilt white-eye were had in the gardens in Springbok. 

 

Sugarbirds  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)     Promerops cafer 

Excellent sightings of these beautiful long-tailed sugarbirds were had in the fynbos areas of the tour.
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Starlings  Sturnidae 

Common Starling     Sturnus vulgaris 

A species that was introduced to South Africa and was commonly seen around urban centres. 

Wattled Starling     Creatophora cinerea 

We only had a few sightings of this nomadic species in the West Coast National Park. 

Cape (Glossy-) Starling (RNE)   Lamprotornis nitens 

We had a sighting of three of these iridescent birds in the later part of the tour around Springbok. 

(African) Pied Starling (E)    Spreo bicolor 

Good numbers of this endemic were seen during the tour. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

This large starling was seen at various spots throughout the tour. 

Pale-winged Starling (RNE)    Onychognathus nabouroup 

These pale winged birds were seen in the more mountainous arid areas during the tour. 

 

Thrushes & Allies  Turdidae 

Olive Thrush (RE)     Turdus olivaceus 

We had good sightings of these birds in the right habitat. 

Karoo Thrush (RE)     Turdus smithi 

Excellent sightings were had of these thrushes in the more arid areas of the tour. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Cape Robin-Chat      Cossypha caffra 

Good sightings of these birds were had across the tour. 

Karoo Scrub Robin (RE)    Erythropygia coryphoeus 

Excellent sighting of these birds were had during the tour. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

A common bird in South Africa, we had good sightings during the tour. 

Note: Clements’s calls this species Stonechat and lumps it with Eurasian and Siberian Stonechats. 

Capped Wheatear     Oenanthe pileata 

Excellent close-up views were had of these stunning birds close to Springbok. 

Mountain Wheatear (RNE)    Oenanthe monticola 

Good sightings of the various forms of these rock loving birds were had during the tour. 

Familiar Chat     Cercomela familiaris 

We had good sightings of this wing flicking bird across the tour. 

Karoo Chat (RNE)     Emarginata sinuate 

Regular sightings were had of this grey chat during the later part of the tour. 

Tractrac Chat (RNE)    Emarginata tractrac  

This small pale chat was seen well during the tour. 

Ant-eating Chat (RNE)    Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Good sightings of this dark chat were had during the tour.  

Cape Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola rupestris 

A signal birds were seen exceptionally well in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Chat Flycatcher (RNE)    Bradornis infuscatus 

These large pale flycatchers were only seen once during the tour. 

Fiscal Flycatcher (RE)    Sigelus silens 

A pair was seen in Mkhuze Game Reserve and later again at Numbi gate in Kruger. 

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

Good sightings were had of this small flycatcher in the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 



Trip Report - RBT Budget Western South Africa 2013 

 
 

17 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)   Anthobaphes violacea 

Excellent sightings of this dazzling endemic sunbird were had during the tour. 

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

We had sightings of this stunning green sunbird at various stages during the tour. 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybaeus 

We had an awesome sighting of these stunning Sunbirds displaying during the tour. 

Dusky Sunbird (RNE)    Cinnyris fuscus 

Good sightings of these sunbirds were had during the later part of the tour in the more arid areas. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver   Plocepasser mahali 

Some nesting birds were seen in Brandvlei. 

House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

This introduced species was commonly seen in most urban areas. 

Cape Sparrow (RNE)    Passer melanurus 

This near endemic sparrow was recorded throughout the tour in good numbers. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 

Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

Birds sporting their breeding plumage were seen throughout the tour. 

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

These were the most commonly seen Weaver during the tour. 

Red-billed Quelea     Quelea quelea 

This species was seen drinking water from a reservoir east of Brandvlei.  

Southern Red Bishop    Euplectes orix 

These birds were in non-breeding plumage and were seen across a wide variety of habitats. 

Yellow Bishop     Euplectes capensis 

A few of these striking bishops were starting to display their breeding colours. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 

Swee Waxbill (RE)     Coccopygia melanotis 

Good sightings of a flock feeding on the lawns at the Paarl Monument were had. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

Small flocks were seen at a number of scattered locations during the tour. 

 

Indigobirds & Whydahs  Viduidae 

Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

A few non-breeding birds were seen in the beginning of the tour, some were starting to sport their 

breeding plumage. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 

Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

This charismatic Wagtail was recorded regularly throughout the tour. 

Cape (Orange-throated) Longclaw (RE)  Macronyx capensis  

A pair of these attractive birds was seen along the road to Langebaan. 

African Pipit      Anthus cinnamomeus 

This common pipit species was surprisingly uncommon on the tour but we did get good views of 

the bird at the beginning of the tour. 
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Finches  Fringillidae 

Chaffinch      Fringilla coelebs 

Good sightings of these introduced species were had in Cape Town. 

Forest Canary (E)     Crithagra scotops 

A few birds were recorded in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Cape Siskin (E)     Crithagra totta 

A pair of these lovely endemic birds was seen on a walk in the Hout Bay area. 

Yellow Canary (RNE)    Crithagra flaviventris 

This good-looking and common canary was seen on most days on the later part of the tour. 

Brimstone Canary     Crithagra sulphurata 

A pair of these large billed Canaries was seen feeding in the park in the Cape Town area. 

Note: Clements places the above birds in the genus Serinus. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater    Crithagra gularis 

A few of these birds were seen at the Paarl Monument. 

White-throated Canary (RNE)   Crithagra albigularis 

Good sightings of these large canaries were had during the later part of the tour. 

Protea Canary (E)     Crithagra leucoptera 

Excellent sightings of this uncommon endemic were had near Paarl. 

Cape Canary (E)     Serinus canicollis 

We had good sightings of small flocks of these birds during the tour. 

Black-headed Canary (RE)    Serinus alario 

Good sightings of these striking canaries were had in the more arid parts of the tour. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Lark-like Bunting (RNE)    Emberiza impetuani 

This common bunting of the arid areas of South Africa was seen regularly in the later part of the 

tour. 

Cape Bunting (RNE)     Emberiza capensis 

Excellent views were had of this bunting during the tour. 

 
 

MAMMAL SPECIES LIST (22 species) 
 

Note: Names and taxanomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdon Field Guide to African 

Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field guides. 

 

Sengis (Elephant Shrews)  Macroscelidea 
Cape Sengi Elephantulus edwardii 

A few of these strange looking rodents were seen on a rocky hill close to Calvinia. 

 

Baboons and Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 

Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 

We had sightings of these powerful primates across the tour. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Eastern Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 

This introduced squirrel has known become a resident of the Cape Town area and we saw a few 

whilst driving around Cape Town. 

 

Rats & Mice  Cricetidae & Muridea 
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Striped Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio 

A sighting of this striped mouse was had in the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Bush Karoo Rat (E) Otomys unisulcates 

A sighting of these larger browns rats was had during the tour.  

Brant’s Whistling Rat Parotomys brantsii 

A sighting of this whistling rat was had north of Port Nolleth, unfortunately not whistling at us. 

 

Dogs & Allies  Canidae 
Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis 

Two groups of these large eared foxes were seen during the trip. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestidae 

Small Grey Mongoose (RE) Galerella pulverulenta 

A single animal was seen the Boulders penguin colony in Cape Town. 

Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata 

Good views of a few of these animals were seen, sporting their distinctive white tail-tips. 

Suricate (Meerkat) Suricata suricatta 

A small group of these wonderful and now famous animals were seen along the road to Calvinia. 

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 

Rock Hyrax (Dassie) Procavia capensis 

We had views of this interesting animal throughout the tour. 

 

Horses  Equidae 
Common (Burchell’s/Plains) Zebra Equus burchellii 

A small group of these zebra was seen in the West Coast National Park. 

 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 

Eland Taurotragus oryx 

A small group of these large antelopes were recorded in the West Coast National Park. 

Gemsbok Oryx gazelle 

Two of these amazing horned antelope were seen close to Springbok. 

Bontebok Damaliscus dorcas dorcas 

Most of the sightings were of animals on private land in the Langebaan area. 

Please note that this species is lumped with the Blesbok (Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi) and the new 

grouped scientific name is Damaliscus pygargus.  

Springbok Antidorcas marsupialus 

A number of our national animals were seen whilst on tour in the more arid areas. 

Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 

We had a good sighting of these rock loving species at Rooiels. 

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 

These dainty antelope were observed a few times during the tour. 

Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 

These solitary antelope were seen in the West Coast National Park. 

 

Pleated Whales  Balaenopteridae 
Hump-backed Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 

A few were seen blowing and surfacing during the pelagic trip. 
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Note: the following species were also recorded during the tour but do not natural occur in the 

area, most have been introduced into area. 
 

Elephants  Elephantidae 

African Elephant Loxodonta africana 

We had very good views of these behemoths on the road from Ceres to Calvinia, an animal that is 

not natural occurring in that habitat. 

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 

Southern Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis 

This seemingly impossibly-proportioned animal was seen on the road between Calvinia and 

Brandvlei, an animal that is not natural occurring in that habitat. 

 

REPTILE & AMPHIBIAN SPECIES LIST (6 Species, including 1 heard & not seen) 

Angulate Tortoise Chersina angulata 

A few of these attractive tortoises were seen whilst on a walk in Rocherpan Nature Reserve. 

Southern Rock Agama Agama atra 

A single agama was seen in the Ceres area. 

Loggerhead Turtle Pelomedusa subrufa 

A sighting of this pelagic turtle was had whilst on our pelagic trip. 

Western Leopard Toad Bufo pantherinus 

Had a sighting of one of these wonderfully mark toads in our lodge grounds in Noordhoek. 

Cape River Frog Afrana fuscigula 

Good sightings of these frogs were had in the Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. 

Clicking Stream Frog Strongylopus grayii 

This little frog was unfortunately only heard and not seen. 
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