
 
 

 

Budget Western South Africa 
1st to 12thJuly 2014 (12 days) 

 

Southern Black Korhaan by Andrew Stainthorpe 

 

Trip report and photos by tour leader Andrew Stainthorpe 
 

On this tour of the Western and Northern Cape regions of South Africa, we covered much of the 

wide array of possible biomes. These ranged from the open ocean, where two of the world’s major 

currents meet, to the Fynbos covered mountains of the South-western Cape, the summer rainfall 

Nama Karoo and the drier winter rainfall Succulent Karoo, and onto the coastal plains with its 

diverse vegetation. With most of these areas holding unique plants, interesting mammals and a host 

of endemic birds, this was going to be a great and rewarding trip – and it certainly was! 
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Top 10 Birds as voted by participants 

1. Cape Rockjumper 

2. Namaqua Sandgrouse 

3. Barlow’s Lark 

4. Cinnamon-breasted Warbler 

5. Blue Crane 

6. Black Harrier 

7. Malachite Sunbird 

8. Orange-breasted Sunbird 

9. Cape Sugarbird 

10. Fairy Flycatcher 

 

With everyone arriving at the guest house a day before, we got off to an early start on our first day 

and were soon recording some good birds at a nearby wetland, with African Spoonbill, Little and 

Great Crested Grebes, Yellow-billed Duck, 

Hadeda and Sacred Ibis, our first raptor in the form 

of the smart African Harrier-Hawk, and the ever-

present Egyptian Goose. A drive around the scenic 

False Bay added the lovely African Oystercatcher, 

many Kelp Gulls and the sleek Peregrine Falcon, 

which was then followed by some birding around 

the slopes of the Hottentot-Holland’s Mountains. 

Here we enjoyed good views of our first endemic 

birds with Cape Rockjumper (huge relief!), the 

stunning Orange-breasted Sunbird, Cape and 

Sentinel Rock Thrushes, Familiar Chat and the 

noisy Karoo Prinia. A quick stop at a penguin 

colony added all the marine cormorants – Cape, 

Crowned, Bank and White-breasted, while the 

lovely Hartlaub’s Gull also showed well. A brief lunch was enjoyed and then it was off to do some 

more birding in the Botanical Gardens before heading back to our guest house and a lovely dinner. 

 

A pelagic cruise was on the itinerary for the next day, but unfortunately this was cancelled due to 

the weather and so we went and spent the morning at the local 

water treatment plant. Here we added White-backed Duck, the 

large Spur-winged Goose, smart Glossy Ibis, lovely Cape and 

Red-billed Teals, Southern Pochard and Maccoa Duck, Black-

necked Grebe and good numbers of Greater Flamingo, Purple, 

Grey and Black-headed Herons, the huge Great White Pelican, 

and African Marsh Harrier quartering over the reedbeds, before 

moving onto Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. These gardens are 

well worth a visit from a botanical perspective alone, but we also 

managed to add some great birds with Forest and Cape Canary, 

Sombre Greenbul, African Olive Pigeon, Spotted Eagle-Owl, the 

smart Cape Sugarbird, stunning Malachite and Southern Double-

collard Sunbirds, Cape Spurfowl and the comical Helmeted 

Guineafowl. We then spent some time doing a little ocean 

watching and managed to see Sooty Shearwater, whilst the 

surrounding area had Spotted Thick-knee, some more African 

Oystercatchers as well as some of the marine cormorants, before 

heading home. 

Orange-breasted Sunbird 

Southern Double-collard Sunbird 
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With a day to spare we headed out towards the Agulhas area, which paid off handsomely with great 

views of Secretarybird, the elegant Blue Crane, Lanner Falcon and the stunning Black Harrier en 

route to the area. A stop at an estuary added Grey, Terek, White-fronted and Kittlitz’s Plovers, and 

Caspian, Sandwich and Great Crested Terns, whilst Cape Bulbul, Bokmakierie, Bar-throated 

Apalis, Pied Starling, Karoo Scrub Robin, Southern Boubou, Pied Barbet, Cape Vulture, Denham’s 

Bustard, Southern Black and Karoo Korhaans and, finally, Agulhas Long-billed Lark were all seen 

as well, before heading back home after another amazing day. On the mammal front we also 

enjoyed views of Yellow Mongoose, Rock Hyrax, Cape Mountain Zebra, Grey Rhebok, Springbok 

and the diminutive Steenbok.  

  

The weather had started to change the next morning and with a cold front on our backs we headed 

towards the agriculture village of Ceres, with a quick stop in Paarl where we managed to add Protea 

Seedeater, the lovely Alpine Swift, Black Sparrowhawk, Red-faced Mousebird and a breeding pair 

of Giant Kingfisher. Further down the road in one of the many attractive passes in the Western Cape 

we had brief views of Victorin’s Warbler and 

a pair of African Black Duck, before the rain 

finally caught up with us. Whilst in the 

gardens of our guest house we also added 

Swee Waxbill and Olive Thrush before calling 

it a day as the temperature starting dropping. 

 

The next morning we were greeted by snow-

covered hills and falling snow as we made our 

way towards the Karoo, with our first new 

bird being Grey-winged Francolin. A short 

while later we started adding more new birds 

as the rain and snow lifted, with Namaqua 

Warbler, smart looking Rufous-eared Warbler, 

South African Shelduck, Pale Chanting Goshawk, endemic Karoo Eremomela, Mountain Wheatear, 

White-backed Mousebird, lovely Pririt Batis, stunning little Fairy Flycatcher, Chestnut-vented 

Warbler, pale Tractrac and Karoo Chats, Ludwig’s Bustard, Karoo and Spike-heeled Larks and 

Blue Cranes in the Agulhas area. 

Snow-covered mountains near Ceres 
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Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark, before arriving in the small Karoo town of Calvinia where we enjoyed 

a good warm dinner before crawling into bed. 

 

Most of the next day was spent exploring the Karoo where we had good views of Tractrac Chat, 

Karoo Long-billed, Red and Sabota Larks, 

the large Kori Bustard, Northern Black 

Korhaan, good-looking Double-banded 

Courser, Greater Kestrel, African Red-eyed 

Bulbul, Layard’s Warbler, Chat Flycatcher, 

Scaly-feathered Weaver, Anteating Chat, 

Lark-like Bunting and the smart Black-

headed Canary, with Common Quail being 

the surprise find of the day. A night drive 

later that evening produced sightings of 

Cape Hare, Steenbok and the much desired 

Aardvark. 

 

With a long trip ahead of us we left Calvinia early and made our way towards the southern end of 

the Kalahari where it meets the Karoo. Our 

intention was to find a few Kalahari species 

and this paid off with great sightings of 

Dusky Sunbird, White-browed Sparrow-

Weaver, the communal Sociable Weaver, 

diminutive Pygmy Falcon, Pale-winged and 

Cape Starlings, Black-chested Prinia, Fawn-

colored Lark, Common Scimitarbill, 

gorgeous Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, 

Namaqua Sandgrouse and stunning Martial 

and Verreaux’s Eagles, before arriving in 

Springbok, our base for the next two days. 

 

The following morning we made our way down to the small coastal town of Port Nolleth, and it 

wasn’t long before we had our two main target species in the bag, with exceptional views of Cape 

Long-billed Lark and the range-restricted Barlow’s Lark. It was then off to breakfast by the seaside 

where we enjoyed views of Heaviside’s Dolphin and distant views of White-chinned Petrel, with 

the attractive Ruddy Turnstone, Common 

Greenshank, Cape Cormorant, some 

Greater Flamingos and the lovely South 

African Shelduck also putting in an 

appearance whilst we enjoyed breakfast. It 

was then back to Springbok for a short 

break and then out into the Springbok area, 

where we managed to find Cinnamon-

breasted Warbler, Grey-winged Francolin, 

Jackal Buzzard, Pied Barbet, Bokmakierie, 

the lovely Grey Tit and smart Orange River 

White-eye, whilst on the mammal side we 

had our first sighting of Klipspringer and 

Striped Mouse and further views of the 

regal Gemsbok and lovely Springbok. 

Kori Bustard 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater 

Gemsbok 
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Leaving Springbok behind us we started our southward journey with a quick stop in Goegap Nature 

Reserve. Though fairly quiet, we did manage to add Long-billed Pipit and obtain further good views 

of Karoo Eremomela, Pale-winged Starling, Cape Bunting, Dusky Sunbird and the smart 

Bokmakierie. On the mammal front we had a 

brief view of African Wild Cat and more good 

looks at Gemsbok and Springbok, as well as 

adding the attractive Hartmann’s Mountain 

Zebra to our list before moving on towards the 

Cederberg Mountains.  En route we had a brief 

sighting of Ground Woodpecker that refused 

to show itself again after initially perching on 

a telephone line, a well spotted pair of Bat-

eared Fox, and the strange looking Hamerkop 

before arriving in scenic Cedarburg and then 

finally in Lambert’s Bay. 

 

An early morning visit to the Cape Gannet colony was rewarded with wonderful light and a good 

number of Cape Gannets, with Kelp and Hartlaub’s Gulls, and Common and Great Crested Terns 

also in attendance. We then moved 

down towards Langebaan with a few 

stops along the way, where we enjoyed 

views of Cape Longclaw, Cape 

Clapper Lark, Rock Kestrel, Malachite 

and Southern Double-collard Sunbirds, 

Goliath Heron and the smart Pied 

Kingfisher before checking in to our 

guest house. The afternoon was spent 

exploring the wonderful West Coast 

National Park and we enjoyed some 

great birds, with sightings of Black 

Harrier, Cape Weaver, Common 

Ostrich, Cape Teal, Lesser Flamingo, Southern Black Korhaan, Cape Grassbird, the stunning Black 

Crake, shy African Rail and a few waders, before retiring to an early evening in preparation for the 

following day.  

 

A very early morning start saw us heading 

down to Hout Bay to catch a boat out to enjoy 

a day at sea, which was amazing besides the 

bumpy ocean. The birds around the trawlers 

were simply breath-taking and we had 

exceptional views of Shy, Black-browed and 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, Cape Petrel, 

Antarctic Prion, hundreds of Cape Gannets, 

Sooty Shearwaters, lovely White-chinned 

Petrels, a flyby Manx Shearwater, Southern 

and Northern Giant Petrels, the tiny Wilson’s 

Storm Petrel and some hungry Brown Skuas. 

The numbers at the end of the day were 

staggering and it was a really exceptional 

experience indeed. What a fantastic way to end a great trip that delivered in so many ways – 

Dusky Sunbird 

Cape Gannet Colony at Lambert’s Bay 

Good numbers of Pelagic birds around a trawler 
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brilliant birds, excellent mammals, wonderful scenic vistas and, last but not least, some good friends 

made along the way. Thank you everyone who participated in this trip – we hope to see you all 

again sometime in the not too distant future!  

  

BIRD LIST (240 Species) 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2013. IOC World Bird List (v 4.3) Birds of the 

World: Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press. Notes are provided where Clements differs. 

 

Key:  E: regional endemic 
NE: regional near-endemic 

 

Ostriches  Struthionidae 
Ostrich       Struthio camelus 
Good numbers seen over the last few days of the tour along the west coast. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Somali Ostrich S. molybdophanes as Ostrich S. camelus. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl     Numida meleagris 

Good numbers of these game birds seen throughout. 

 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Grey-winged Francolin (E)    Scleroptila afra 

A small covey was seen in the snow next to the road from Ceres to Calvinia, and later again in the Springbok 
area. 

Cape Spurfowl (E)     Pternistis capensis 

Good numbers of these attractive game birds were had throughout. 
Note: Clements places all the above species in the Francolinus genus 

Common Quail     Coturnix coturnix 

Two of these smart quails were seen north of Brandvlei, an unusual species for this part of the world. 

 

Ducks & Geese  Anatidae 
White-backed Duck     Thalassornis leuconotus 
A few of these handsome ducks were seen on a small pond near Bloubergstrand. 

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

Good numbers of this large goose were had throughout. 
Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiacus 

These common geese were recorded throughout the tour. 

South African Shelduck (E)    Tadorna cana 

Good sightings were had of these attractive birds, mainly in the Karoo area and later along the west coast. 
Cape Teal      Anas capensis 
Regular sightings of this lovely pink-billed teal during the tour. 

African Black Duck     Anas sparsa 
A pair of was seen briefly on a small stream before flying off. 

Mallard                            Anas platyrhynchos 

A single male of this exotic species was seen on a pan. 
Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulate 

These attractive ducks were commonly recorded at wetlands and dams throughout the tour. 

Cape Shoveler (NE)     Anas smithii 
Good numbers recorded on pans and dams. 

Red-billed Teal      Anas erythrorhyncha 

Good numbers of these distinctive teals were had. 

Southern Pochard     Netta erythrophthalma 
Good numbers were recorded on our visit to the Strandfontein Sewage works. 
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Maccoa Duck      Oxyura maccoa 

A single bird was also recorded on our first day whilst at Strandfontein Sewage works. 

 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 
African Penguin (RE)     Spheniscus demersus 

Good numbers of these little penguins were enjoyed at the Stony Point Nature Reserve. 

 

Albatrosses  Diomedeidae 
Black-browed Albatross    Thalassarche melanophris 
Good sightings of these magnificent birds were had whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Shy Albatross      Thalassarche cauta 

Great sightings of these elegant birds whilst on the pelagic trip. 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche carteri 

A few of these smaller albatrosses were seen on the pelagic trip. 

 

Petrels & Shearwaters  Procellariidae 
Southern Giant Petrel     Macronectes giganteus 
A single sighting was had of this large petrel on the pelagic trip. 

Northern Giant Petrel     Macronectes halli 

A couple of these birds were seen passing the boat whilst on the pelagic trip. 
Cape Petrel      Daption capense 

The “Cape Pigeon” showed very well and in great numbers during the pelagic.  

Antarctic Prion     Pachyptila desolata 

Many good and close sightings were had of these attractive birds. 
White-chinned Petrel     Procellaria aequinoctialis 

This was one of the more numerous species seen on the pelagic trip, showing a variety of white under the 

chin. 
Sooty Shearwater     Puffinus griseus 

Good numbers of this silvery under-winged bird were had on the way out and around the trawling boats. 

Manx Shearwater     Puffinus puffinus 
A single bird was seen briefly coming past the boat whilst around the trawlers 

 

Storm Petrels  Hydrobatidae 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel     Oceanites oceanicus 

Good sightings of these dainty birds were had during the pelagic trip. 
 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Small numbers of this rather common bird were seen at several dams and pans throughout the tour.  

Great Crested Grebe     Podiceps cristatus 
Good sightings of this attractive grebe were had on a small vlei towards at the start and end of the tour. 

Black-necked Grebe     Podiceps nigricollis 

Large numbers were seen in their non-breeding plumage at the Strandfontein Sewage works.  
 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

Good views were had throughout the tour, with large numbers on Langebaan estuary. 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoeniconaias minor 
Good views at Geelbek hide in the West Coast National Park, the only spot we saw them. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 
This common white and black ibis was seen on most days. 
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Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

A common bird seen almost daily. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 
A few of these attractive ibises were seen at Strandfontein and later at Velddrift towards the end of the tour. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

These attractive birds were seen at scattered locations. 
 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Western Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis 

Small groups of these common egrets were seen throughout.  
Note: Clements does not accept this split and lumps this with Eastern Cattle Egret as one species: Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 
This widespread species was recorded at most wetlands. 

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

This grassland species was commonly recorded. 
Goliath Heron      Ardea goliath 

The world’s largest heron was seen at a large vlei near Eland’s Bay. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

A single bird was recorded in the Strandfontein Sewage works and later again as well. 
Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

A single bird was seen at the Strandfontein Sewage Works, not a common bird. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 
This very widespread species was recorded at scattered wetland locations throughout. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 

This bizarre bird was seen flying in the distance, looking like a brown raptor over the Cedarberg Mountains. 
 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

These large birds were recorded in good numbers at Strandfontein and later near Eland’s Bay. 
 

Gannets  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet (BE)     Morus capensis 

These attractive birds were seen in large numbers around the fishing vessels on the pelagic trip and later at 

theie breeding colony at Lambert’s Bay. 

 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Microcarbo africanus 

A few seen on various waterbodies. 
Crowned Cormorant (RE)    Microcarbo coronatus 

Some of these coastal cormorants were seen at Stony Point and later at Port Nolleth. 

Bank Cormorant (RE)     Phalacrocorax neglectus 

A couple of these larger black cormorants were seen roosting and nesting on some rocks at Stony Point. 
White-breasted (Great) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax lucidus 

A few birds seen in scattered locations throughout. 
Note: Clements treats this sub-Saharan bird as a race of the Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

Cape Cormorant (BE)     Phalacrocorax capensis 
Good numbers were seen at scattered locations along the coast and on the pelagic.  

 

Anhingas  Anhingidae 
African Darter      Anhinga rufa 

Recorded on various fresh waterbodies throughout.  
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NOTE: The resident African form P. rufa is sometimes lumped with the Asian P. melanogaster and the enlarged species 

called Darter. Clements uses this treatment of lumping these forms. 

 

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird      Sagittarius serpentarius 

Two of these highly prized birds were seen walking in agriculture fields while en route to the Agulhas area. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 

One of the more common raptors recorded, especially alongside roads. 
African Harrier-Hawk     Polyboroides typus 

A single bird was seen flying over a wetland near Strandfontein. 
Cape Vulture      Gyps coprotheres 

Good sightings of this endangered vulture were had in the Agulhas area. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle    Circaetus pectoralis 
A couple were seen flying around the Brandtvlei area and en route to Springbok. 

Martial Eagle      Polemaetus bellicosus 

This smart raptor was seen flying at a distance whilst in the Brandtvlei area. 
Verreaux’s Eagle     Aquila verreauxii 

Good views of these awesome eagles were had en route to Springbok, near their nest site.   

Pale Chanting Goshawk (NE)    Melierax canorus 

This common roadside raptor was seen frequently. 
Black Sparrowhawk     Accipiter melanoleucus 

A single bird gave us a quick flyby whilst in the Paarl Mountain area. 

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 
First recorded quartering over the reedbeds at the Strandfontein sewage works and again later in the West 

Coast National Park. 

Black Harrier (E)     Circus maurus 
Great views were had of a stunning adult male quartering next to a road in the West Coast National Park.  

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

Two of these majestic eagles were seen at the Strandfontein Sewage works and at various other sites. 

Jackal Buzzard (E)     Buteo rufofuscus 
This lovely endemic was seen well and frequently. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 

Kori Bustard      Ardeotis kori 

The largest bustard in Africa was seen well on a few occasions, preferring the more arid areas. 
Ludwig’s Bustard (NE)    Neotis ludwigii 

Good sightings of these nomadic bustards were enjoyed. 

Denham’s Bustard     Neotis denhami 
This smart species was seen at a distance in the Agulhas area. 

Karoo Korhaan (E)     Eupodotis vigorsii 

A few sightings were had of these rather plain looking korhaans in the more arid areas. 
Southern Black Korhaan (E)    Afrotis afra 

Good sightings were enjoyed, with the best view around Langebaan.  

Northern Black Korhaan (NE)   Afrotis afraoides 

A distant sighting of a male was had in the Brandvlei area. 
 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail      Rallus caerulescens 

First heard calling before we finally had an excellent sighting of a bird preening in the West Coast NP. 
Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra 

A small group of about six birds was had at a waterhole in the West Coast National Park. 

African Swamphen     Porphyrio madagascariensis 
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Excellent sightings were had of these attractive birds in Strandfontein Sewage works. 
Note: Clements lumps this species under Purple Swamphen P. porphyrio 
Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

A fairly common bird, encountered at several wetland sites. 
Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Good numbers were seen at many waterbodies. 

 

Cranes Gruidae 

Blue Crane (E)      Grus paradisea 

This elegant Crane, South Africa’s national bird, was encountered in a large flocks and in pairs around the 

Agulhas area. 
 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 

Spotted Thick-knee     Burhinus capensis 

A pair of these nocturnal birds were seen at the Stony Point Nature Reserve in between the penguins. 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopoidae 
African Oystercatcher (E)    Haematopus moquini 
Sightings of these endangered birds were had at various locations along the coast. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 
We had numerous good views of this very widespread species throughout the tour. 
Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

Good numbers of these attractive waterbirds were seen at many waterbodies throughout. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing      Vanellus armatus 

This common species was recorded on many days. 

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 
Only recorded a few times during the tour. 

Grey Plover      Pluvialis squatarola 

A few were seen at De Mond and later at Langebaan estuary. 

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 
A few seen at De Mond, Velddrif and Langebaan estuary. 

Three-banded Plover     Charadrius tricollaris 

This widespread, inland freshwater species was recorded frequently. 
White-fronted Plover     Charadrius marginatus 

A few of these attractive little plovers were seen around De Mond, Port Nolleth and Langebaan. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 

Bar-tailed Godwit     Limosa lapponica 
A couple of these handsome waders were seen at the Langebaan estuary.  

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

A few seen in Langebaan. 
Eurasian Curlew     Numenius arquata 

This long-billed shorebird was seen in Langebaan. 

Common Greenshank     Tringa nebularia 
Good sightings in Langebaan. 

Terek Sandpiper     Xenus cinereus 

We were very fortunate to see three of these attractive sandpipers at De Mond Nature Reserve.  

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 
A few seen at Port Nolleth. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 
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A few of these early summer arrivals were seen in the estuary at De Mond and Langebaan. 

 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 
Double-banded Courser    Rhinoptilus africanus 
This smart ground bird was seen in the vicinity of Brandvlei. 

 

Gulls & Terns  Laridae 
Grey-headed Gull     Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

Seen in and around the Strandfontein Sewage works in fairly low numbers. 
Hartlaub’s Gull (E)     Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

The most common gull on the tour. 

Kelp Gull      Larus dominicanus 
Good numbers at coastal areas throughout. 

Caspian Tern      Hydroprogne Sterna caspia 

A few of these large red billed terns were seen in De Mond and Langebaan estuary. 

Great Crested Tern     Thalasseus bergii 
Good numbers seen roosting at De Mond and later at Langebaan estuary. 

Sandwich Tern      Thalasseus sandvicensis 

A few seen roosting on a sandbank in the De Mond estuary. 

 

Skuas  Stercorariidae 
Brown Skua      Stercorarius antarcticus 

We had excellent sightings of these ocean scavengers, with some coming in really close to get fish which 

was been handed out. 

 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclidae 
Namaqua Sandgrouse (RNE)    Pterocles namaqua 

Good numbers of these arid-adapted birds were seen around Brandvlei. 

 

Doves & Pigeons  Columbidae 
Rock Dove       Columba livia 

This very successful city coloniser was recorded at various towns throughout. 

Speckled Pigeon      Columba guinea 
This large species was commonly seen everywhere. 

African Olive Pigeon     Columba arquatrix 

Brief views of these attractive pigeons were had in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 
Red-eyed Dove      Streptopelia semitorquata 

This large, widespread and common dove was seen throughout. 

Ring-necked Dove     Streptopelia capicola 

This widespread and common species was observed on most days. 
Laughing Dove      Streptopelia senegalensis 

Encountered during most of the tour. 

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 
This attractive, long tailed dove was seen on a few occasions. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

Whilst in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens we enjoyed excellent views of this species roosting. 
 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

Good sightings of this large swift were had on a few occasions. 
African Swift      Apus barbatus 
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A few individuals were seen around the Strandfontein Sewage works. 
Little Swift      Apus affinis 

This small swift was seen en route to Springbok in the small town of Kakamas. 
 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

This drab mousebird was recorded in the beginning of the tour. 

White-backed Mousebird (NE)   Colius colius 
This attractive, arid mousebird was recorded during the later part of the tour. 

Red-faced Mousebird     Urocolius indicus 

A small flock was recorded in the town of Paarl. 
 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Malachite Kingfisher     Alcedo cristatus 

We encountered this little gem whilst at the Strandfontein Sewage works. 

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 
This huge species was also recorded at a small dam near the Paarl Rock monument. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

The world’s most widespread kingfisher was found at a few waterbodies.  
 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater    Merops hirundineus 

This stunning bee-eater was seen sitting on a fence between Kenhardt and Kakamas. 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African Hoopoe     Upupa africana 

Recorded only twice, with good sightings at Calvinia. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Eurasian Hoopoe as Upupa epops 
 

Wood Hoopes   Phoeniculidae 
Common Scimitarbill     Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

We had good sightings of this lovely bird in a dry riverbed near Kenhardt. 

 

Barbets  Capitonidae 
Acacia Pied Barbet (NE)    Tricholaema leucomelas 
These attractive barbets were recorded a few times. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 

Ground Woodpecker (E)    Geocolaptes olivaceus 

A brief view of a bird on a telephone wire before flying off was had en route to Lambert’s Bay. 
Cardinal Woodpecker     Dendropicos fuscescens 

This very small woodpecker was found along a dry riverbed en route to Springbok. 

 

Falcons Falconidae 
Pygmy Falcon      Polihierax semitorquatus 

These stunning little falcons were seen near a large Sociable Weaver’s nest near Kenhardt, which they use as 

nesting sites. 

Rock Kestrel      Falco rupicolus 
This fairly common, small raptor was seen throughout the tour. 

Greater Kestrel     Falco rupicoloides 

A few of these paler raptors were seen in the more arid areas. 
Lanner Falcon      Falco biarmicus 

Various sightings were had. 
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Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrines 

This sleek raptor was seen near Rooiels and later again around Paarl. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (NE)     Batis capensis 

A brief sighting of this gorgeous bird was had in Kirstenbosch, unfortunately not by all. 

Pririt Batis (NE)     Batis pririt 

A good sighting of a pair was had along a dry river line in the Karoo. 
 

Bushshrikes  Malaconotidae 
Bokmakierie (RNE)     Telophorus zeylonus 

This very beautiful and vocal bushshrike was seen a couple of times. 
Southern Boubou (E)     Laniarius ferrugineus 

This endemic bushshrike was seen in the Paarl Rock Monument area.  

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Common Fiscal     Lanius collaris 
A common bird throughout South Africa and seen on most days. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

This well-known species was recorded a few times, not as common as in the east of the country. 
 

Crows, Jays & Magpies  Corvidae 
Cape Crow      Corvus capensis 

We had numerous sightings in the more arid areas. 
Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

This common crow was seen almost daily. 

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

Good sightings of this large corvid were enjoyed. 
 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Cape Rockjumper (E)     Chaetops frenatus 

Good sightings of this handsome endemic and major tour target were enjoyed at Rooiels. 
 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (E)     Stenostira scita 

We had an excellent sighting of this beautiful little flycatcher in the Karoo. 

 

Tits  Paridae 

Grey Tit (NE)      Melaniparus afer 

A bird we encountered on a few occasions towards the end of the tour. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Cape Clapper Lark     Mirafra apiata 
We enjoyed this bird displaying in a small open field near Elandsbaai. 

Fawn-coloured Lark     Calendulauda africanoides 

This attractive lark was seen en route to Springbok, where it prefers the sandy soils. 
Sabota Lark (RNE)     Calendulauda sabota 

A few sightings were had around Brandvlei. 

Karoo Lark (E)      Calendulauda albescens 

We enjoyed good sightings of this endemic lark. 
Barlow’s Lark (RE)     Calendulauda barlowi 
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Excellent sightings were had of these range-restricted birds north of Port Nolleth. 

Red Lark (E)      Calendulauda burra 

This impressive lark was seen on a few occasions around Brandvlei. 
Karoo Long-billed Lark (RE)    Certhilauda subcoronata 

Good sightings were had in the rocky areas. 

Agulhas Long-billed Lark (E)    Certhilauda brevirostris 
After some long searching we managed to locate a pair of these smart birds. 

Cape Long-billed Lark (E)    Certhilauda curvirostris 

Excellent sighting of these very long-billed larks were had north of Port Nolleth. 

Red-capped Lark     Calandrella cinerea 
Large numbers of these gregarious birds were seen during the tour. 

Spike-heeled Lark (NE)    Chersomanes albofasciata 

This unusual lark with its long bill and short tail was seen in good numbers. 
Large-billed Lark (E)     Galerida magnirostris 

One of the more numerous larks recorded. 

Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark (NE)   Eremopterix verticalis 

Good sightings were had of these attractive, paler sparrow-larks. 
 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
African Red-eyed Bulbul    Pycnonotus nigricans 

Good sightings of this arid bulbul were had in the latter part of the tour. 
Cape Bulbul (E)     Pycnonotus capensis 

This common bulbul was recorded often in the right habitat. 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

A species that is far more often heard than seen, good sightings were enjoyed in Kirstenbosch. 
 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Brown-throated Martin    Riparia paludicola 

These small aerial feeders were seen around some small streams and dams. 
Banded Martin     Riparia cincta 

A few of these larger and smart looking martins were seen in the vicinity of Strandfontein Sewage Works. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica    

A couple of these summer migrants were seen in the Langebaan area. 
Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

These common birds were seen regularly. 

 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidea 
Cape Grassbird (E)     Sphenoeacus afer 

After much searching we finally caught up with this attractive bird in the West Coast National Park. 

Long-billed Crombec     Sylvietta rufescens 

We found this almost tail-less bird around the more arid areas with taller shrubs. 
Victorin’s Warbler (E)     Cryptillas victorini 

A brief sighting of a single bird flying into some thick scrub was had whilst going over Bain’s pass. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler    Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

A small group was seen at a pan at the Strandfontein Sewage works. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Locustellidae 

Little Rush Warbler      Bradypterus baboecala 
This skulking inhabitant of dense reedbeds gave us good views at the Strandfontein Sewage works. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
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Grey-backed Cisticola (NE)    Cisticola subruficapilla 

The most common cisticola recorded. 

Levaillant’s Cisticola     Cisticola tinniens 
Good sightings at Strandfontein and a few other places. 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

This widespread and small cisticola was seen at the Strandfontein Sewage works. 
Black-chested Prinia      Prinia flavicans 

A pair was recorded in the Brandvlei area. 

Karoo Prinia (E)     Prinia maculosa 

The most common prinia on the tour. 
Namaqua Warbler (E)     Phragmacia substriata 

We had brief views in a drainage line in the Karoo. 

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 
Good views in the coastal thickets of the Agulhas area. 

Rufous-eared Warbler (E)    Malcorus pectoralis 

Good sightings of these attractive warblers were enjoyed in the more arid areas. 

Cinnamon-breasted Warbler (E)   Euryptila subcinnamomea 
Excellent sightings were had of this rock loving warbler. 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela    Eremomela icteropygialis 

Two birds seen briefly near Brandvlei. 
Karoo Eremomela (E)     Eremomela gregalis 

A good sighting of a small group of these lovely little birds was had near Calvinia and close to Springbok. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Syliidae 
Chestnut-vented Warbler (NE)   Sylvia subcaeruleum 
A number of sightings were had, mainly in the latter part of the tour. 

Layard’s Warbler (E)     Sylvia layardi 

Good sightings of this plain but cheerful warbler were had in the more arid areas. 
 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (E)     Zosterops capensis 

Good sightings throughout. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with the Orange River White-eye Z. pallidus as Cape White-eye Z. pallidus. 

Orange River White-eye (NE)    Zosterops pallidus 

This newly split white-eye was seen in the Springbok area. 

 

Sugarbirds  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)     Promerops cafer 
Excellent views of these beautiful long-tailed sugarbirds were enjoyed in the fynbos areas.   

Starlings  Sturnidae 

Common Starling     Sturnus vulgaris 

A species that was introduced to South Africa and has made good of its opportunity; we saw many, mainly 

around urban centres. 
Cape Starling (NE)     Lamprotornis nitens 

A few of these iridescent birds were seen in the latter part of the tour en route to Springbok. 

Pied Starling (E)     Spreo bicolor 
Good numbers of this endemic were seen. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

This large starling was seen at various spots. 
Pale-winged Starling (NE)    Onychognathus nabouroup 

These pale winged birds were seen in the more mountainous arid areas. 

 

Thrushes & Allies  Turdidae 

Olive Thrush (E)     Turdus olivaceus 
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We had good sightings in the right habitat. 

Karoo Thrush (E)     Turdus smithi 

Excellent views in the more arid areas. 
 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 

Karoo Scrub Robin (E)    Erythropygia coryphoeus 

Excellent sighting throughout. 

Chat Flycatcher (NE)     Bradornis infuscatus 
These large, pale flycatchers were seen during the latter part of the tour, especially in the more arid areas. 

Fiscal Flycatcher (E)     Sigelus silens 

Good sighting were had throughout. 
African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

This small flycatcher was seen well in the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Cape Robin-Chat      Cossypha caffra 
Good sightings throughout. 

Cape Rock Thrush (E)     Monticola rupestris 

We were fortunate to have a few sightings of this good looking bird. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola exploratory 
Good views of this attractive endemic were enjoyed at Rooiels. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

A common bird in South Africa, we had good sightings during the tour. 
Note: Clements’s calls this species Stonechat and lumps it with Eurasian and Siberian Stonechats. 

Sickle-wing Chat     Emarginata sinuate 

We saw this smart bird en route to Calvinia from Ceres. 

Karoo Chat (E)     Emarginata sinuate 
Regular sightings were had of this grey chat during the latter part of the tour. 

Tractrac Chat (E)     Emarginata tractrac  

This small pale chat was regularly seen well. 

Ant-eating Chat (E)     Myrmecocichla formicivora 
Good sightings of this dark chat were had during the tour.  

Mountain Wheatear (NE)    Myrmecocichla monticola 

Good sightings of the various forms of these rock loving birds were had. 
Capped Wheatear     Oenanthe pileata 

Excellent close-up views were enjoyed of these stunning birds close to Springbok. 

Familiar Chat      Cercomela familiaris 
We had good sightings of this wing flicking bird across the tour. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)    Anthobaphes violacea 

Excellent sightings of this dazzling endemic sunbird were enjoyed. 

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 
This stunning green sunbird was seem at various areas. 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybaeus 

We had awesome sightings of these stunners at a couple places. 

Dusky Sunbird (NE)     Cinnyris fuscus 
Good views were had during the latter part of the tour in more arid areas. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
White-browed Sparrow-weaver   Plocepasser mahali 
Some nesting birds were seen in Brandvlei and Kenhardt areas. 

Sociable Weaver     Philetairus socius 

Good views of these communal weavers were had in the Kenhardt and Kakamas areas. 

House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 
This introduced species was commonly seen in most urban areas. 
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Cape Sparrow (NE)     Passer melanurus 

This near endemic sparrow was recorded throughout in good numbers. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Scaly-feathered Weaver    Sporopipes frontalis 

This smart little weaver was seen on a few occasions in the Kenhardt area, where they prefer the sandy soils. 
Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

This large weaver was seen in good numbers throughout. 

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 
The most commonly seen weavers, with birds showing both breeding and non-breeding plumage. 

Southern Red Bishop     Euplectes orix 

These birds were in non-breeding plumage and were seen across a wide variety of habitats. 
Yellow Bishop      Euplectes capensis 

A few of these striking bishops were starting to display their breeding colours. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 

Swee Waxbill (E)     Coccopygia melanotis 
Good sightings of a flock feeding on the lawns at Paarl Monument were enjoyed of this beautiful little bird. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

Small flocks were seen at the Strandfontein Sewage Works. 
 

Indigobirds & Whydahs  Viduidae 

Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

A few non-breeding birds were seen in the beginning of the tour, some were starting to sport their breeding 

plumage. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

This charismatic wagtail was recorded regularly. 

Cape Longclaw (E)     Macronyx capensis  

This attractive bird was seen along the road from Langebaan to Elandsbaai. 

African Pipit      Anthus cinnamomeus 

This common pipit was surprisingly uncommon, but we did get good views at the beginning of the tour. 
Long-billed Pipit     Anthus similis 

This rather plain bird was seen in the Goegap Nature Reserve near Springbok. 

 

Finches  Fringillidae 

Chaffinch      Fringilla coelebs 
Good sightings of this introduced species were had in Cape Town. 

Forest Canary (E)     Crithagra scotops 

A few were recorded in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 
Yellow Canary (NE)     Crithagra flaviventris 

This good looking and common canary was seen on most days on the latter part of the tour. 

Brimstone Canary     Crithagra sulphurata 
A pair of these large billed canaries was seen feeding en route to De Mond Nature Reserve. 
Note: Clements places the above birds in the genus Serinus. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater    Crithagra gularis 

A few were seen at the Paarl Monument. 
White-throated Canary (NE)    Crithagra albigularis 

Good sightings of these large canaries were had during the latter part of the tour. 

Protea Canary (E)     Crithagra leucoptera 

A brief sighting of this uncommon endemic was had near Paarl, unfortunately not by all. 
Cape Canary (E)     Serinus canicollis 

We had good sightings of small flocks during the tour. 
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Black-headed Canary (RE)    Serinus alario 

Good sightings of these striking canaries were had in the more arid areas. The Damara form was also seen 

during the tour. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Lark-like Bunting (NE)    Emberiza impetuani 

This common bunting of the arid areas of South Africa was seen regularly in the later part of the tour. 

Cape Bunting (NE)     Emberiza capensis 
Excellent views were had. 
 

MAMMAL SPECIES LIST (24 Species) 
 

Note: Names and taxanomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdon Field Guide to African 

Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field guides. 

 

Baboons and Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 

We saw these powerful primates a few times. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Eastern Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 
This introduced squirrel has now become a resident of the Cape Town area and we saw a few whilst driving 

around Cape Town. 

South African Ground Squirrel Geosciurus inauris 
Whilst en route to Springbok, we saw these attractive squirrels using their tails as “umbrellas” to keep them 

cool during the heat of the day. 

 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 
Cape Hare Lepus capensis 
Whilst on a night drive around Calvinia we encountered a few along the road. 

 

Rats & Mice  Cricetidae & Muridea 
Striped Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio 

A sighting was had in the Port Nolleth area and later around Langebaan. 
Bush Karoo Rat (E) Otomys unisulcates 

A few of these larger browns rats were seen around the Calvinia area.  

 

Dogs & Allies  Canidae 
Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis 

Two of these large eared foxes were seen en route from Springbok to Lambert’s Bay; excellent spotting and 

a good sighting. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestidae 
Small Grey Mongoose (RE) Galerella pulverulenta 

A single animal was seen at the penguin colony at Stony Point and a few more were seen later. 
Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata 
Good views of a few were had in the Agulhas area, sporting their distinctive white tail-tips. 

Suricate (Meerkat) Suricata suricatta 

A small group of these wonderful and now famous animals were seen along the road to Springbok. 

 

Cats  Felidae 
African Wild Cat Felis sylvestris lybica 

A brief sighting of two of these attractive cats was had in Goegap Nature Reserve, unfortunately not by all. 
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Aardvark  Orycteropodidae 
Aardvark Orycteropus afer 

Whilst on a night drive in the Calvinia area we had a stunning sighting of this much sought-after species.  
 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax (Dassie) Procavia capensis 

We saw this interesting animal at various areas throughout. 

 

Horses  Equidae 
Cape Mountain Zebra Equus zebra zebra 

A small group of these once endangered animals was seen in the Agulhas area. 

Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra Equus zebra hartmannae 

A few groups of this desert-adapted zebra were seen in the Goegap Nature Reserve just outside Springbok. 
 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
Eland Taurotragus oryx 

A small group of these large antelopes were recorded in the West Coast National Park. 
Gemsbok Oryx gazelle 

A few of these amazing horned antelope were seen close to Springbok and the surrounding area. 

Grey Rhebok Pelea capreolus 

This striking antelope was seen in the agriculture fields in the Agulhas area. 
Springbok Antidorcas marsupialus 

A number of our national animals were seen in the more arid areas. 

Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 
We had a good sighting of these rock-loving species around Springbok. 

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 

These dainty antelopes were observed a few times, with exceptional numbers on the night drive in the 
Calvinia area. 

Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 

These solitary animals were seen in the West Coast National Park. 

 

Dolphins  Delphinidae 
Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis 

A large pod was seen on the pelagic trip. 

Heaviside’s Dolphin Cephalorhynchus heavisidii 
A small pod of these smart dolphins were seen in the bay at Port Nolleth. 

 

Seals  Otariidae 
Cape Fur Seal      Arctocephalus pusillus 
Good numbers were seen on Bird Island whilst in Lambert’s Bay. 

 

Note: the following species was also recorded during the tour but does not naturally occur in the 

area and has been introduced instead. 
 

Elephants  Elephantidae 
African Elephant Loxodonta africana 
We had distant views of these behemoths on the road from Ceres to Calvinia, an animal that is not naturally 

occurring in this habitat. 

 

REPTILE SPECIES LIST (3 Species) 
 
Angulate Tortoise Chersina angulata 
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A few of these attractive tortoises were seen, mainly in the Fynbos areas. 

Cape Crag Lizard Pseudocordylus microlepidotus 

This large and attractive lizard was seen in between the African Penguins at Stony Point. 
Cape Thick-toed Gecko Pachydactylus capensis 

We were fortunate to see one of these smart-looking geckos whilst moving through the Karoo. 
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