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Tour Summary 
 

The south-east Asian countries of Cambodia and Vietnam harbour some of Asiaôs most 

tantalizing species, including a host of 

endemics, near-endemics and other 

specialties that are tough or impossible 

to see elsewhere in their limited 

distributions. Legendary and iconic 

avian gems such as Giant and White-

shouldered Ibis, White-rumped 

Falcon, Bengal Florican, Greater 

Adjutant, Black-headed, Great Slaty 

and Pale-headed Woodpeckers, 

Germainôs Peacock-Pheasant, Green 

Peafowl, Bar-bellied Pitta, Red-vented 

and Indochinese Barbets, Dalat 

Shrike-babbler, Indochinese Green 

Magpie, Red-billed Scimitar Babbler, 

Orange-breasted and Collared 

Laughingthrushes, Vietnamese Cutia, Grey-crowned Crocias, Yellow-billed Nuthatch and 

Vietnamese Greenfinch are just some of the many mouth-watering highlights available on this 

superb birding adventure. We managed to find and obtain good views of all of these species 

and many more during our challenging but rewarding Cambodia and Vietnam birding tour. 

This was our adventureé 

 

After our pre-tour extension of remote eastern Cambodia, where we enjoyed sightings of such 

mega-ticks as Cambodian Tailorbird, Mekong Wagtail, Pied Harrier, Great Hornbill, Milky 

Stork and Irrawaddy Dolphin, we began our main 2 ½ week tour of these two neighbouring 

countries. The trip focused on the best birding localities and targeted the endemics, near-

endemics and other sought-after species on offer in each country. Starting off in the delightful 

city of Siem Reap, we ventured out of town towards the sizable Tonle Sap, the largest lake in 

south-east Asia. This vast wetland that is partially protected by the Core Reserve in the western 

corner of the lake 

protects important 

populations of 

breeding and 

migratory 

waterbirds and was 

our focal point for a 

full day. Tonle Sap 

did not disappoint 

and teemed with all 

sorts of water-

associated bird 

species. Highlights 

included Greater 

and Lesser 

Adjutants, Spot-

billed Pelican, 

Grey-crowned Crocias by Luyen Nguyen 

Prek Toal village on Tonle Sap by Glen Valentine 
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Asian Openbill, Black-headed Ibis, Little, Indian and Great Cormorants, Indian Spot-billed 

Duck, Brahminy Kite and Grey-headed Fish Eagle, while the dense thickets that lined the 

numerous waterways were also productive and yielded noteworthy species in the form Green-

billed Malkoha, stunning Blue-tailed Bee-eater, Greater Coucal, Rufous Woodpecker, 

Malaysian Pied Fantail, Dusky Warbler, Pin-striped Tit-Babbler and Olive-backed Sunbird. In 

the late afternoon we visited one of Siem Reapôs public parks and here we admired Lyleôs and 

Large Flying foxes roosting in the massive trees dotted around the grounds. 

 

The next day was a long, full day as we struck out early for the nearby ñFlorican Grasslandsò 

near Kampong Thom to the east of 

Siem Reap. We arrived here soon after 

dawn while it was still nice and early 

and got stuck into some excellent 

grassland birding. It did not take us 

long at all to find our first Bengal 

Florican, which flew up just ahead of 

us and showed its immense beauty as 

it glided past for all to see. This was 

the first of an almost unprecedented 10 

sightings of this rare, patchily 

distributed and extremely threatened 

bustard! We saw at least 6 different 

individuals during our time here, 

which included both males and 

females and we were utterly thrilled at 

this amazing birding experience! The grasslands also turned up many other goodies including 

the fabulous and rarely-seen King Quail, scarce and extremely skulking Lanceolated and 

Pallasôs Grasshopper Warblers, singing and displaying Horsfieldôs Bushlark and Oriental 

Skylark, Stejnegerôs Stonechat, gorgeous Red Avadavat, Scaly-breasted and Chestnut Munias, 

Eastern Marsh and Pied Harriers, dozens of Pin-tailed Snipe, and both Richardôs and 

Paddyfield Pipits, while a flock of fabulous Painted Stork was seen in flight overhead. After an 

extremely successful morningôs 

birding we continued the drive 

to Tmatboey, our remote 

destination in northern 

Cambodia, where we would 

spend the next three nights.  

 

On the way to the tiny village of 

Tmatboey we made a stop at the 

edge of a patch of broad-leaved 

woodland, which yielded the 

target species, a handsome male 

White-rumped Falcon. Our 

lunch stop was at a small 

roadside restaurant that was 

situated in wonderful broad-

leaved woodland and a post-

lunch foray here turned up some Pied Harrier by Glen Valentine 

Bengal Florican by Allan Michaud 
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excellent species, namely White-bellied Woodpecker, Greater Flameback, Olive-backed Pipit 

and Banded Bay Cuckoo. What a fabulous lunch stop! 

 

Arriving at our basic accommodation 

in the mid-afternoon, we settled into 

our rooms and had a short break 

during the afternoon heat before 

embarking on a walk that took us into 

the early evening. The dry, broad-

leaved, dipterocarp woodlands 

around Tmatboey were alive with 

birds and our short stroll through this 

beautiful habitat yielded many 

fabulous species: Oriental Pied 

Hornbill, our first of many Rufous-

winged Buzzards, the tiny Grey-

capped Pygmy Woodpecker, 

Common Woodshrike, Common 

Iora, Large and Indochinese 

Cuckooshrikes, splendid Small Minivet, Burmese Shrike, Black-naped Oriole, White-browed 

Fantail, shy but mightily impressive Red-

billed Blue Magpie, Rufous Treepie, 

Sooty-headed and Streak-eared Bulbuls, 

Grey-breasted, Plain and scarce Brown 

Prinias, localized Burmese Nuthatch and 

Black-collared Starling. We arrived at our 

White-shouldered Ibis site just before 

dusk and positioned ourselves for the 

quarry. Our timing was perfect and within 

a few minutes of arriving, a pair of these 

rare and range-restricted ibis came flying 

in to 

roost 

in a 

bare 

tree on the opposite side of the clearing in which we were 

positioned. Fantastic! With one of the areaôs biggest 

targets in the bag we joyfully made our way back to the 

road and our awaiting 4x4 vehicles. On the walk back we 

found a Brown Hawk-Owl perched up in a bare tree and 

took some time to admire it before returning to our camp. 

 

Our next two full days in the Tmatboey area afforded us 

views of a wide array of wonderful birds including most 

of our target species. Our first morning saw us up early 

and heading out to a potential roost site for the extremely 

rare, endangered and much desired Giant Ibis. After a 

lengthy search we finally caught up with this species in 

the late morning when a single bird flushed up from next Rufous Treepie by Glen Valentine 

Spotted Owlet by Glen Valentine 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle by Glen Valentine 
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to the road and alighted in a nearby tree for us 

to admire and photograph at length. 

Absolutely awesome! We couldnôt have 

hoped for better views of this extremely 

sought-after species and with spirits at an all-

time high, we could relax and enjoy the rest of 

the morningôs birding, which produced 

sightings of a noisy family group of 

spectacular Black-headed Woodpeckers, 

several large flocks of beautiful Blossom-

headed and Red-breasted Parakeets, Crested 

Serpent Eagle, Changeable Hawk-Eagle, 

Crested Treeswift, Indian Roller, Common 

Flameback, Eurasian Hoopoe, sensational 

Scarlet Minivet, Black-hooded Oriole, 

localized Indochinese Bushlark and Chestnut-

tailed Starling.  

 

Other memorable species encountered during 

our time in the area included Chinese 

Francolin, Crested Honey Buzzard, Large 

Hawk-Cuckoo, Oriental Scops Owl, Spotted 

Owlet, Savanna Nightjar, Stork-billed and 

Black-capped Kingfishers, flyover Pale-

capped Pigeon, gigantic Great Slaty and miniscule Yellow-crowned Woodpeckers, 

Alexandrine Parakeet, Yellow-footed Green Pigeon, Black-crested Bulbul, Raddeôs, Two-

barred and Pale-legged Leaf Warblers, noisy, 

attractive but rather secretive White-crested 

Laughingthrush, a male Van Hasseltôs Sunbird 

and a brilliant male Siberian Rubythroat.   

 

From Tmatboey we made our way further east to 

the even more remote area of Veal Krous where 

we spent just the one night. Arriving in the late 

afternoon, we quickly put our bags down in our 

tented accommodation and embarked on the 

short walk to the nearby vulture restaurant, the 

main reason for us visiting this site. Several 

vultures greeted us upon arrival and were made 

up of three different species: White-rumped 

making up the majority with smaller numbers of 

Red-headed and Slender-billed also in 

attendance. All three species were seen very well 

and at length but unfortunately were not actually 

seen coming down to feed at the carcasses that 

had been laid out for them. 

 

During our afternoon and morning at Veal Krous 

we were entertained by many of the species Lesser Adjutant by Glen Valentine 

Grey-headed Fish Eagle by Glen Valentine 
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already seen at Tmatboey, but we did also find a few different birds in the form of Grey-headed 

Fish Eagle, Lesser Adjutant, Red-wattled Lapwing, Thick-billed Warbler, Brown Shrike and 

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker. 

 

Sadly, Veal Krous marked the end to our Cambodian leg of this epic adventure. From there we 

made our way back to Siem Reap where we said fond farewells to our wonderful guide, Nara 

and fabulous drivers. Our 

plane was punctual and we 

arrived in Ho Chi Minh City 

(the old Saigon) in southern 

Vietnam on time in the late 

morning. After being met by 

our Vietnamese assistant and 

local guide, Minh, we boarded 

our comfortable, air-

conditioned bus and struck out 

for the famous Cat Tien 

National Park, one of south-

east Asiaôs best rainforest 

birding sites and our 

destination for the next four 

nights. We arrived at Cat Tien 

in the late afternoon and 

boarded the ferry across the river into the national park. This evening we were serenaded by 

singing Brown Hawk-Owls, Great Eared Nightjars and Collared Scops Owl. 

 

Our three full days in Cat Tien gave us some of our best birds and birding of the trip and, 

although the birding was slow-going and rather challenging at times, we also had many magical 

moments and immensely productive and bird-filled sessions, which led to us seeing most of 

the reserves specialties. Forest trails yielded secretive species including the superb Bar-bellied 

Pitta, immaculate Siberian Blue Robin, Yellow-bellied Warbler, Pale-footed Bush Warbler, 

Green-legged Partridge, Pale Blue, Tickellôs Blue and Blue-and-white Flycatchers, Scaly-

crowned and Buff-breasted 

Babblers, White-rumped Shama 

and Purple-naped Sunbird, while 

tracks through the forest and 

natural clearings at the forest edge 

gave us the majority of our birds 

recorded in Cat Tien. These 

included the near-endemic 

Germainôs Peacock-Pheasant, 

Black Baza, scarce and often-

elusive Ashy-headed Green 

Pigeon, Square-tailed Drongo-

Cuckoo, brilliant Banded 

Kingfisher, impressive Blue-

bearded and Chestnut-headed Bee-

eaters, Oriental Pied Hornbill, 

Lineated, Green-eared and Blue-

Bar-bellied Pitta by Suppalak Klabdee 

Black-and-red Broadbill s by Glen Valentine 
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eared Barbets, Oriental Dollarbird, Laced and the rare and seldom-seen Pale-headed 

Woodpeckers, Vernal Hanging Parrot, superb Black-and-red and Banded Broadbills, Bar-

winged Flycatcher-Shrike, Large Woodshrike, Great Iora, Ashy and Scarlet Minivets, Ashy, 

Bronzed, Hair-crested and Greater Racket-tailed Drongos, Stripe-throated, Ochraceous and 

Grey-eyed Bulbuls, Racket-tailed Treepie, Rufescent Prinia, Dark-necked Tailorbird, Velvet-

fronted Nuthatch, Plain Flowerpecker, Ruby-cheeked and Olive-backed Sunbirds, Little 

Spiderhunter, Forest Wagtail and the Indochinese endemic Grey-faced Tit-Babbler. 

 

We also embarked on two late afternoon drives 

towards the edge of the reserve and these proved 

rather productive as we enjoyed excellent views of 

the incomparable Green Peafowl, Red Turtle Dove, 

Lesser Coucal, Germainôs Swiftlet, Silver-backed 

Needletail, Vinous-breasted Starling, White-rumped 

and Scaly-breasted Munias, and Chestnut-capped 

Babbler. Several mammal species were also 

encountered on these drives including Indian 

Muntjac, Sambar, while other noteworthy mammals 

found during our time in Cat Tien included the 

gorgeous Yellow-cheeked Crested Gibbon, localized 

and highly-threatened Black-shanked Douc, Long-

tailed and Northern Pig-tailed Macaques and 

Northern Slender-tailed Treeshrew. 

 

One of the absolute highlights of our time in Cat Tien 

was finding a massive fruiting tree that hung right 

over the road and which attracted all sorts of 

wonderful birds. We visited this tree on several 

occasions and spent quite some time here enjoying the feeding frenzy of Thick-billed, Pin-

tailed and Ashy-headed Green Pigeons, Green Imperial Pigeon, Golden-crested and Common 

Hill Mynas and Coppersmith Barbet.  

 

Our afternoon drives returned after dusk and these, coupled with night walks around the camp, 

produced several rewarding nocturnal 

species, namely Collared Scops Owl, 

Brown Hawk-Owl and magnificent 

Great Eared and Large-tailed Nightjars. 

The harrier-like Great Eared Nightjars 

were particularly impressive and 

common here, being seen in good 

numbers each evening at dusk as dozens 

would emerge from their roosting sites 

to begin feeding.  

 

From Cat Tien we made our way into the 

Vietnamese highlands and spent the 

night at Di Linh. This served as an 

excellent base to explore the nearby Deo 

Sui Lanh Pass and its luscious, verdant 

Blue-bearded Bee-eater by Glen 

Valentine 
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