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Tour Summary 

 
After meeting everyone over a lovely breakfast at our lodge, we officially started the trip with a visit to 
Boulders Penguin colony. As we parked the vehicle we saw our first African Penguin on the low wall 
surrounding the parking area. We spent the next two hours enjoying these charismatic birds and also had 

great views of Speckled Mousebird, Southern 
Boubou, Southern Double-collared Sunbird and Cape 
Batis. A reptile highlight was a Cape Dwarf 
Chameleon, which was expertly spotted by Karen as 
it sat motionlessly in a large exotic Acacia cyclops 
shrub. We then continued to Cape Point where we 
were greeted with the spectacular scenery and 
incredibly species-rich Cape Peninsula Sandstone 
Fynbos. Our first few stops we dedicated to 
exploring some of the wealth of plant species of the 
world-famous Fynbos Plant Kingdom. The wide 
diversity and assortment of growth forms here is 

simply overwhelming. A particular highlight was encountering several genera in the Proteacea family which 
included Diastella, Protea, Leucadendron, Leucospermum, Mimetes and Serruria.  Other notable plants 
encountered at Cape Point were Erica plukenetti, Protea scolymocephala, Protea repens, P. 
lepidocarpodendron, Babiana ambigua, Haemanthus coccineus, Brunsvigia orientalis and Hyobanche 
sanguinea. While plant watching we also enjoyed spectacular Orange-breasted Sunbirds, Cape Sugarbirds 
and Bontebok.  Shoals of the popular eating fish, Snoek, together with the accompanying fishing vessels 
were close inshore off Buffels Bay.  By putting up the spotting scope we were rewarded with views of 
White-chinned Petrel, Sooty Shearwater and Subantarctic Skua. After lunch we were treated to a Peregrine 
Falcon as it soared overhead. We then decided to fit in an afternoon drive to Strandfontein Sewage Works. It 
proved to be a good decision as we added many bird species to the list, including Goliath Heron, African 
Marsh Harrier, Greater Flamingo, Purple Swamphen, Cape Longclaw and Black-necked Grebe. 
 
The next morning saw us heading to the opposite side of False 
Bay to the heart of the Fynbos Biome, The Kogelberg. The main 
target bird for the day was the enigmatic Cape Rockjumper. 
When we arrived we were greeted with a very strong north 
westerly wind which was to accompany us for the entire day! We 
were, however, lucky that the rain stayed away. We proceeded 
along the windswept path searching for our quarry. We were 
enthralled by the spectacular Kogelberg Sandstone Fynbos as 
well as Verreaux’s Eagle, Familiar Chat and Grey-backed 
Cisticola. Eventually a spectacular male Cape Rockjumper 
appeared on a sandstone boulder to the delight of the entire 
group. We then headed to the Harold Porter Botanical Gardens 
for a well-earned lunch. Thereafter, we took a walk around the 
picturesque gardens where we encountered many species 
including Rock Kestrel, Cape Spurfowl, Swee Waxbill and Cape 
Siskin.  

Protea scolymocephala (Cliff Dorse) 

Cape Sugarbird on a Protea nitida 
(Cliff Dorse) 
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Wednesday morning saw us commencing with the northward leg of the 
journey, with our first stop being the Kirstenbosch National Botanical 
Gardens. Our walk around the gardens was interrupted by a few light 
showers so we decided to visit the remarkable conservatory. This 
impressive display houses a great sample of South Africa’s incredible 
botanical diversity. Once back in the garden we were enthralled by the 
well landscaped gardens. Notable birds included Brimstone Canary, 
Sombre Greenbul and Spotted Eagle-Owl. Following lunch, we proceeded 
up the West Coast and made a stop in the coastal section of the 
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in order to behold the spectacular view of 
Table Mountain across Table Bay. The Cape Flats Dune Strandveld was 
bursting with spring flowers and we soon had our noses to the ground. 
Botanical highlights of this stop included Ferraria crispa, Grielum 
grandiflorum, Ruchia macowanii and Jordaaniella dubia. A couple of 
Southern Right Whales in Table Bay also proved to be a highlight. We 

next proceeded to the tiny reserve of Tienie Versveld, which contains one of the very few surviving remnants 
of Swartland Shale Renosterveld, a critically 
endangered vegetation type. Geophytic and annual 
spring flowers abounded, including the spectacular 
Bokbaai vygie (Dorotheanthus bellidiformis). 
Birding highlights included Cloud Cisticola, Spur-
winged Goose, Large-billed Lark and South 
Africa’s national bird, the Blue Crane. A Southern 
Spiny Agama also added a bit of entertainment. We 
then headed to our base for the next two evenings, 
the coastal town of Langebaan. Our trip was 
interrupted by a very obliging Southern Black 
Korhaan and a diminutive Steenbok on the side of 
the road.  

Thursday was dedicated to the West Coast National Park. The fact that many of the spring flowers only open 
up in the mid-morning when temperatures rise, allowed us 
to focus on a bit of birding in the morning. Soon after 
entering the park we encountered Red-faced Mousebird, 
Bokmakierie, Yellow Canary, Karoo Prinia, Chestnut-
vented Titbabbler (also called Chestnut-vented Warbler) 
and Karoo Scrub Robin. The freshwater wetland at 
Abrahamskraal produced Black Crake, Little Grebe, Cape 
Shoveler and Cape Weaver. En route to the Postberg 
section of the Park (renown for the spectacular spring 
flower displays) we also added Karoo Lark and the 
endemic Black Harrier.  

The next few hours took on a decidedly botanical focus as we enjoyed the splendour of the spring flowers. 
Carpets of white Dimorphotheca daisies, blue Heliophila, and yellow Arctotheca abounded.  As an 
additional attraction a large heard of Eland, Some Cape Mountain Zebra and a few Bontebok grazed amongst 
the carpets of colour. Amidst the granite rocky outcrops we had many species of Babiana, Moraea, 
Tylecodon paniculatus (Botterboom) and the spectacular Lampranthus aureus. 

Protea cynaroides (Cliff Dorse) 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (Cliff Dorse) 

Southern Black Korhaan (Cliff Dorse) 
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The late afternoon in the park produced Southern Grey-headed 
Sparrow, Lesser Honeyguide, Long-billed Crombec, Whimbrel and 
Common Greenshank. Much entertainment was also had when 
Nancy spotted a very cryptic Malachite Sunbird nest, and we 
enjoyed great views of the pair of birds as they returned to feed the 
chicks within the nest. 

After a great breakfast we headed north to the small fishing town of 
Velddrif, making a detour to visit Flamink Vlei (Flamingo Wetland). 
The name did not disappoint and we enjoyed good numbers of 
Greater Flamingo, as well as Acacia Pied Barbet, Western Barn 
Owl, African Fish Eagle, Banded Martin and Curlew Sandpiper. A 
quick walk into the salt works then produced the desired Lesser 
Flamingo and Chestnut-banded Plover. 

We next headed inland to the town of Piketberg. En route we added 
both Booted Eagle and Yellow-billed Kite. From Piketberg we joined the national road and headed north. 
Our roadside lunch stop produced Southern Grey Tit, Fairy Flycatcher, Cape Siskin and Familiar Chat. We 
crossed a section of the Knersvlakte and stopped to enjoy good views of Greater Kestrel and Ludwig’s 
Bustard before ascending the Bokkeveld Escarpment. There was still a bit of afternoon sunlight so we turned 
onto the famous small track simply known as the “Blompad” (flower road).  Highlights here were the 
impressive large satin red Romulea sabulosa and the diminutive Hesperantha pauciflora. As we arrived in 
the town of Nieuwoudtville we spotted a pair of feeding African Hoopoe in a large garden.  Later that 
evening a short night drive in the direction of Loeriesfontein produced great views of an Aardwolf. 

The next morning we awoke to the distressing sound of whistling wind and falling rain. We were not going 
to let this stop us, however, and we headed out towards the Kokerboom Forest to the north of 
Nieuwoudtville. The bird highlight was an African 
Harrier Hawk being harassed by a party of Pale-
winged Starlings. We stopped to walk amongst the 
large and impressive Kokerbome / Quiver Trees 
(Aloe dichotoma), after which we continued on the 
Rondekop loop where we also encountered the 
diminutive and endangered Aloe krapohliana in 
flower. Our return trip towards Nieuwoudtville 
allowed us more views of Ludwig’s Bustards and a 
pair of Blue Crane before arriving back for lunch. 

While it was not actually raining, the cold conditions 
and strong wind had not abated. Nonetheless, we opted to go and view the Glacial Pavement. These long, 
parallel scars in the underlying hard rock were left some 300 million year ago by Glaciers when Africa was 
still part of Gondwanaland. While the flowers of many of the bulbs and annuals were closed due to the cold 
conditions, we did find the local endemic Lapeirousia oreogena at this stop. We decided to visit the 
Nieuwoudtville Waterfall in the late afternoon. This proved to be a good spot for raptors and we had scope 
views of a Lanner Falcon on a nest and also managed good views of Booted Eagle, Rock Kestrel and African 
Harrier Hawk. Also in attendance were a few Alpine Swifts. A short night drive south of the town only 
produced one Steenbok as an end to the day. 

Lapeirousia oreogena (Cliff Dorse) 
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Again we awoke to overcast conditions.  However, 
as we descended Vanrhyns Pass down onto the 
Knersvlakte, the conditions began to improve. By 
our first stop at a river course delineated with dense 
Sweet Thorn (Acacia karoo) trees, conditions were 
very good for birding. We encountered Greater 
Striped and Pearl-breasted Swallows amongst the 
rocks and Brown-throated Martins. In the thicket we 
found Namaqua Warbler, Orange River White-eye 
and Long-billed Crombec.  A small detour off the 
main road rewarded us with great sightings of 
Southern Red Bishop, Pin-tailed Whydah, Namaqua 
Dove and Capped Wheatear. In addition, we had both Ludwig’s and Kori Bustards, the latter very rare this 
far south. On the botanical side of things, the quartz pebbles of the Knersvlakte are famous for the extremely 
high diversity of succulent plants they contain, and we stopped at an area well known to be incredibly good 
for these highly specialised species. Highlights were Phyllobolus digitatus, Argyroderma sp, Conophytum, 
Tylecodon pygmaeus, Crassula columnaris and an Othona species. The extraordinary specialisation of 
species to this unique environment was emphasized when we became aware of a grasshopper that was 
adapted to be an expert mimic of a quartz pebble.  It betrayed its presence only by moving at the inopportune 
time and we were lucky enough to enjoy this little wonder of nature (See photo above).  

The sun was now shining and we pushed on to the 
Namaqua National Park for lunch and to witness 
the world-famous spring flower display. Good rains 
ensured that the spectacle did not disappoint. The 
carpets of bright orange Ursinia cakilefolia daisies 
were so intense that it almost hurt one’s eyes! The 
mass displays of annuals occur on fields previously 
disturbed by agricultural practices, though the 
diversity of species and form is actually far more 
interesting in the unploughed neighbouring 
vegetation. We soon diverted our attention to these 
unploughed areas. The botanising was interrupted 

by Chat Flycatcher, Cape Clapper Lark and the first Layard’s Warbler for the trip. Botanical highlights 
included Bulbinella latifolia, Laperouisa silenoides, Gladiolus equitans, Gazania diffusa and Pelargonium 
incrassatum. En route to our overnight accommodation at Springbok we encountered a family group of 
Meerkats sunning themselves on a granite 
boulder. The day was ended by a night drive after 
dinner to the east of Springbok, which produced 
very good views of a Cape Fox. 

A pre-breakfast walk the following day up the 
picturesque “koppie” or rocky hill behind our 
accommodation produced Pale-winged Starlings, 
Cape Bunting, White-throated Canary and a 
Smith’s Red Rock Rabbit. After a lovely breakfast 
we then headed east and soon the transition from 
winter rainfall shrubland to summer rainfall 
grassland became evident. Just east of the small 

Annual display Namaqua National Park (Ron & Nancy Dengler) 

Quartz Grasshopper and Argyroderma sp. (Cliff Dorse) 

Pelargonium incrassatum (Cliff Dorse) 
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mining town of Aggenys, we visited the startlingly red Koa sand dunes. Here we found our target bird, the 
local endemic Red Lark. Great views were had through the spotting scope as the bird sung from the top of a 
bush. We also added Grey-backed Sparrowlark and Scaly-feathered Weaver. We stopped at one of the 
numerous Sociable Weaver nests which adorn the electricity poles in the region to view a pair of the 
diminutive Pygmy Falcons. On route to Pofadder for lunch we found a group of five Karoo Korhaans, 
Rufous-eared Warbler and both Karoo and Tractrac Chats just south of the town.  As an extra bonus, Marina 
created much excitement when she noticed two Tent Tortoises in the road. This stop also produced the 
botanical highlight of the day for some in the form of a great specimen of Hoodia gordonii. This is the plant 
which has created much hype in recent years due to its appetite suppressant properties.  

After our lunch stop the journey eastward was interrupted by a spectacular male Northern Black Korhaan on 
the side of the road. We continued onwards to Augrabies National Park and shortly after entering we 
encountered a pair of charming Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters. The rest of the afternoon was spent marvelling at 
the spectacular scenery produced by the Augrabies Waterfall.  Birds encountered in the vicinity included 

Dusky Sunbird, African Palm Swift, African Pied Wagtail and 
Pririt Batis. The spectacular and highly localised endemic 
Augrabies Flat Lizard (Platysaurus broadleyi) were an instant 
hit due to their bright colouration and confiding behaviour.  

The next day started with a pre-breakfast drive into the Augrabies 
National Park, which produced Little Bittern, Lesser Swamp 
Warbler and African Reed Warbler, while a family group of 
Southern Giraffe offered great views and much entertainment. 
After breakfast we visited the day visitor’s picnic area where we 
had some great birding. Highlights included Crested Barbet, 
Lesser Honeyguide, Common Scimitarbill, Cape Starling, 
Golden-tailed Woodpecker and Namaqua Warbler. We then 
visited two viewpoints overlooking the impressive canyon carved 
by the mighty Orange River before heading on towards the 
Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park.  As we pulled into our chosen 
roadside picnic spot, we glimpsed both South African Ground 
Squirrel and Slender Mongoose. Despite the windy conditions, 
we also saw our first White-browed Sparrow-Weaver of the trip. 

We continued northwards after lunch and soon scattered Camel Thorn (Acacia erioloba) trees began to 
appear in the landscape.  At a particularly nice area of arid woodland we encountered both Purple and Lilac-
breasted Rollers as well as Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill, White-backed Vulture and Fawn-coloured Lark. 

We arrived at the southern camp of the Kgalagadi, 
Twee Rivieren, quite late in the afternoon but still 
decided to take a short drive into the park. Going was 
slow as there were very many birds to stop and look 
at! These included the spectacular Crimson-breasted 
Shrike, Common Ostrich, Marico Flycatcher, Kori 
Bustard and Red-necked Falcon. Mammals included 
large numbers of Springbok and Eland. The day 
ended with a short walk in the camp, which produced 
great views of Pearl-spotted Owlet. 

We were very keen to maximise our time in the 
Kgalagadi and we therefore organised a packed breakfast to take along on our morning drive. The drive was 

Kori Bustard (Cliff Dorse) 

Giraffe (Cliff Dorse) 
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very productive and we had lovely views of Lion, including an apparently heavily pregnant lioness. We also 
had a view of a Leopard before it went to lie down in the shade behind a water reservoir. Other new 
mammals for our trip list included Black-backed Jackal, Red Hartebeest and Brant’s Whistling Rat. Birds 
included Tawny Eagle, Kalahari Scrub Robin and African Grey Hornbill. We also came across a second 
pride of Lions relaxing in the shade of a Camel Thorn tree. It was apparent that they had recently made a kill 
just out of sight as the nearby trees and dune ridges were adorned by numerous White backed Vultures. We 
continued on and had our breakfast at the picnic site of Melkvlei before heading back to Twee Rivieren to 
escape the heat of the day. 

As the restaurant was closed for lunch, quick improvising resulted 
in a braai (barbeque) for the group. Cliff’s limited braai skills, 
coupled with the small range of meat and vegetables available at 
the small shop, produced an interesting but very edible lunch.  
After a little bit of down-time we were in the vehicle again for the 
afternoon drive. We decided to journey down the Auob river bed. 
The first section is dominated by grassy red sand dunes and we 
enjoyed good views of Southern Ant-eating Chat, Spike-heeled 
Lark and Northern Black Korhaan in this habitat. Mammal 
highlights were a single young male Greater Kudu and a foraging 
party of Meerkat, which proved very entertaining to watch, after 
which we headed back for dinner. 

It was with much excitement that we climbed onto the National 
Park’s truck for the night drive after dinner. Highlights of this drive 
included Springhare, Cape Fox, Bat-eared Fox, Striped Polecat and 
an African Wild Cat, which killed a rodent as we watched on. 

An early morning drive the next day to the Leeuwdril waterhole turned out to be a great decision. Along the 
way we enjoyed good views of Lion up on a dune ridge staring at a herd of Blue Wildebeest with great 

intent.  Continuing on we also saw a pair of 
Gabar Goshawk and a Desert Cisticola. We then 
arrived at the waterhole in time to see a young 
Leopard in a nearby Camel Thorn tree. Suddenly 
the Leopard climbed out of the tree and walked 
straight towards our vehicle! The majestic 
animal paused briefly a couple of meters in front 
of our car before stalking across the road. It then 
stopped in front of a patch of low shrubs for a 
moment before pouncing directly into the clump 
of bushes. After the dust had settled, the 
Leopard emerged with an African Wild Cat 
hanging from is jaws! The Leopard then 

returned to the Camel Thorn tree where it proceeded to play with its lifeless quarry – what a once in a 
lifetime wildlife encounter!! 

Filled with awe, we reluctantly pulled ourselves away from the scene and headed back to Twee Rivieren. 
After breakfast we commenced our long drive south to Calvinia. Highlights en route were a Brubru in the 
high quality woodland south of Twee Rivieren and a Goliath Heron and Giant kingfisher as we crossed the 
Orange River. 

Leopard (Cliff Dorse) 

Yellow Mongoose( Cliff Dorse) 
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It was with some disappointment that we 
awoke to a strong north-west wind and an 
advancing cold front. The low temperatures 
and cloud cover were not conducive to 
enjoying spring flowers, many of which 
remain closed in unfavourable conditions. 
We however braved the conditions and 
visited the Akkerendam Nature Reserve just 
north of the Calvinia. We added Sickle-
winged Chat to the trip list and also 
encountered numerous geophytic plants, 
including two species in the very interesting 
genus Androcymbium, which have the 
charming common name of “little men in a 
boat”. The group decided that the adverse weather conditions, coupled with the wealth of history in Calvinia, 
warranted a visit to the Calvinia Museum for a bit of culture. 

After lunch, we explored the roads east of Calvinia for a bit of roadside birding. A livestock drinking trough 
provided good entertainment with numerous species coming in to drink. The highlight was Black-headed 
Canary, which provided the first good views of the tour. We also managed to connect with Karoo Long-
billed lark as a trip bird before we arrived back at our accommodation, after which the rain started to fall. 

As luck would have it, the rain fell over the hours of darkness and we awoke to a wet but sunny landscape. 
After breakfast we took the R355 south to Ceres. This is quite an infamous road as it is reported to be the 

longest road (250km) in South Africa 
without a town on it! As we left Calvinia 
we had a Lanner Falcon on a roadside pole 
seeing us on our way to descending the 
Bloukrans Pass onto the plains of the 
Tanqua Karoo below. We stopped 
regularly to enjoy the intriguing scenery, 
geology and botany along with the usual 
array of Karoo birds. Our lunch spot was 
under the Sweet Thorn trees at Katbakkies.  
After lunch we walked up the dry river bed 
to look for the enigmatic endemic 
Cinnamon-breasted Warbler. This species 

had eluded us to date and this was the last opportunity to find it. Eventually eagle-eyed Nancy spotted one 
quietly feeding in between some rocks a short distance from us. We spent some time with this charismatic 
bird as it flitted amongst the rocks. Other interesting sightings along this walk were the massive Aloe comosa 
plants which dotted the hillside as well as a very vocal Layard’s Warbler, more Fairy Flycatchers and a very 
gaudy blue headed male Rock Agama. Just before Ceres we encountered a lone young male Grey Rhebok in 
a roadside field, which allowed us great views. 

It was felt that we should try end the trip with a bang and after reviewing a few options the group decided 
that we should make a quick stop at Paarl Bird Sanctuary before our midday deadline to be at the Cape Town 
International Airport. We drove over the spectacular Bain’s Kloof Pass, momentarily stopping at the base of 
the pass for a Streaky-headed Canary. The weather was spectacular but we only had just under an hour at 

Secretarybird (Cliff Dorse) 

Goliath Heron (Cliff Dorse) 
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Paarl. Amongst the numerous wetland birds we encountered a Common Sandpiper, a pair of roosting White-
faced Ducks and enjoyed great views of a male Maccoa Duck through the spotting scope. Four Water Thick-
knees provided excellent views as well and this proved to be the last species added to the trip list. 

It was a great tour with a wonderful group of interesting participants who had great knowledge and 
enthusiasm in all things natural! 

 
 
Cover Photo: Red-necked Falcon (Cliff Dorse) 
 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC List of Please cite: Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2006. 
Birds of the World: Recommended English Names, version 2.5, Princeton NJ: Princeton University 
Press. 
 
Key: (E) = Endemic to southern Africa; (NE) = Near-endemic to southern Africa; (BE) = Breeding 
Endemic (southern Africa is defined as the area south of the Cunene and Zambezi Rivers). 
 
Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park – KTP  
West Coast National Park – WCNP 
 
Total species recorded: 240 
 

Ostrich  Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 
Wild Ostrich were encountered in Cape Point, WCNP and in KTP.  
NOTE: IOC now considers Common Ostrich and Somali Ostrich S. molybdophanes of dry East Africa, two distinct 
species. 

 
Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 
Seen on all the days in the Western Cape. 

 
Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 

Grey-winged Francolin (E) Scleroptila afra 
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Good views we had of a pair in the WCNP and again in Akkerendam Nature Reserve Calvinia. 
Cape Spurfowl (Francolin) (E) Pternistis capensis 
Seen on all the days in the Western Cape. 

 
Ducks & Geese  Anatidae 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 
Seen at Strandfontein on the first day of the tour and then on a few occasions up the West Coast. 
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 
Very common and seen on almost all days of the tour. 
South African Shelduck (E) Tadorna cana 
Seen at Strandfontein up the West Coast and near Calvinia. 
White-faced Duck Dendrocygna viduata 
A roosting pair was observed at Paarl. 
Cape Teal Anas capensis 
This species was seen at Strandfontein, WCNP and Velddrif. 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 
This introduced species was encountered at Velddrif. 
Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 
Seen at a few localities near Cape Town. 
Cape Shoveler (NE) Anas smithii 
Recorded at Strandfontein WCNP and Paarl Bird Sanctuary. 
Red-billed Teal (Duck) Anas erythrorhyncha 
Seen at Strandfontein on the first day of the tour. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Red-billed Duck. 
Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 
Seen well at Strandfontein. 
Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa 
Only a female seen at Strandfontein but several cracking males seen at Paarl. 

 
Penguins  Spheniscidae 

African Penguin (E) Spheniscus demersus 
Close interactions were had with this charismatic and Endangered species at Boulders Penguin 
colony on the Cape Peninsula. 
 

Petrels, Shearwaters  Procellariidae 
White-chinned Petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis 
We managed some scope views of this species from Cape Point. 
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 
We managed some scope views of this species from Cape Point. 
 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe (Dabchick) Tachybaptus ruficollis 
We saw good numbers of this species at Strandfontein, WCNP, Ceres and Paarl. 
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Seen at Strandfontein, Ceres and Paarl. 
Black-necked (Eared) Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
Good numbers seen at Strandfontein and Paarl.. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Eared Grebe. 
 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
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Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 
Seen at Strandfontein, WCNP, Velddrif and even in the Tanqua Karoo. 
Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor 
Seen only at the salt works in Velddrif. 
 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus  
Seen on almost every day of the tour. 
Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 
This ubiquitous plant was seen on every day of the tour except the full day in Kalahari. 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
Seen well at Strandfontein. 
African Spoonbill Platalea alba 
Seen twice on the West Coast and again at Paarl.  
 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
Seen on most of the days in the South Western Cape. 
NOTE: The IOC splits Cattle Egret into 2 species, the nominate form Western Cattle Egret and the Asian/Australasian 
Eastern Cattle Egret E. coromanda. 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Recorded at widely scattered wetland localities throughout the tour. 
Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 
A terrestrial species encountered at many localities on the trip. 
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 
Seen at Strandfontein and in the Orange River. 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 
Seen on three occasions on the trip, the first encounter was of one at Strandfontein eating a large 
African Clawed Frog. 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
This species was encountered widely within the Western Cape. 
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 
Seen once at Augrabies 
 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 
We only had a brief flyby at Strandfontein but had much beter views of birds in flight at WCNP. 

 
Gannets & Boobies  Sulidae 

Cape Gannet (BE) Morus capensis 
We had relatively good views of this species at Cape of Good Hope in Cape Point.. 

 
Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 

Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 
This freshwater cormorant was seen at Strandfontein and then on the Orange River at Augrabies. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Long-tailed Cormorant. 
Crowned Cormorant (E) Phalacrocorax coronatus 
This species, the marine counterpart of Reed Cormorant, was only seen on the first day at Cape 
point. 
Bank Cormorant (E) Phalacrocorax neglectus 
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We had scope views of birds at a small breeding colony in False Bay. 
White-breasted (Great) Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 
Seen on many occasions in the Western Cape. 
NOTE: The IOC splits the white-breasted African subspecies into a full species from the widely distributed Great 
Cormorant P. carbo. Clements does not accept this split. 
Cape Cormorant (BE) Phalacrocorax capensis 
Many individuals were seen at Cape Point on the first day of the tour. 
 

Anhingas  Anhingidae 
African Darter Anhinga melanogaster 
This species was encountered three times on the tour. The fist was of a bird at a small pond south of 
the WCNP. 

Secretarybird  Sagittaridae 
Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 
This enigmatic species was seen very well within the KTP. 
 

Kites, Hawks, Eagles & Vultures  Accipitridae  
Black-winged (shouldered) Kite Elanus caeruleus 
This small raptor was seen on many occasions, usually on road side poles. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Black-shouldered Kite. 
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 
This species was seen on two occasions on the tour. 
NOTE: This species has recently been split from the Palaearctic migrant Black Kite Milvus migrans. 
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 
This iconic African species was seen well near Velddrif and on the Orange River at Augrabies. 
White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 
Dozens of these birds were seen south of, and in the KTP. A pair was also seen at a nest south of the 
KTP. 
African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 
Seen well at both Strandfontein and the WCNP. 
Black Harrier (E) Circus maurus 
This strikingly handsome endemic was seen well in the WCNP. 
African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 
This interesting raptor was seen well while it foraged at rocky cliffs near Nieuwoudtville. 
Pale Chanting Goshawk (NE) Melierax canorus 
Seen daily in the latter half of the tour with the first good view had of an individual on a fence post 
near Aggenys. 
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 
An adult and a juvenile were seen in the KTP.  
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Melierax.  
Jackal Buzzard (E) Buteo rufofuscus 
This distinctive raptor was seen on five separate days on the tour. 
Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 
This large brown eagle was seen on each of the three days we spent in the KTP. 
NOTE: The nominate form African Tawny Eagle A. r. rapax may be split from the Asian Tawny Eagle A. r. vindhiana, 
although this is not done by IOC nor Clements. 
Verreaux’s Eagle Aquila verreauxii 
This striking eagle was seen on several occasions during the tour. 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 
This species was seen on numerous occasions on the tour. The majority were pale phsed individuals 
but we did see two dark phase birds. 
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Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 
Only one individual was seen, a particularly friendly adult perched on a roadside electricity pole. 

 
Falcons & Kestrels  Falconidae 

Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus 
This diminutive falcon, was first seen near Aggenys and then on several occasions in the Kalahari. 
Rock (Eurasian) Kestrel Falco rupicolus 
This common raptor was seen on almost every day on the tour. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Eurasian Kestrel F. tinnunculus. The IOC splits Rock Kestrel F. 
rupicolus, which was the taxa we observed. 
Greater Kestrel  Falco rupicoloides 
First viewed on the Knersvlakte at a nest. Several others were seen in the latter half of the trip. 
Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera 
This dashing falcon was seen on two days within the KTP.  
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 
A bird was seen incubating on a cliff face at the Nieuwoudtville waterfall. This species was also 
recorded at Augrabies, the KTP and just south of Calvinia. 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
One individual was seen circling above the parking area at Cape Point. 
 

Bustards  Otididae 
Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori   
Our fist bird was within the Western Cape just north of Vanrhynsdorp, this species is considered a 
rarity in the province. Many more were seen at very close range in the KTP. 
Ludwig's Bustard (NE) Neotis ludwigii 
Many birds were encountered on the Knersvlakte and near Calvinia. 
Karoo Korhaan (E) Eupodotis vigorsii 
A family group of four birds were seen just south of Pofadder. 
Southern Black Korhaan (E) Afrotis afra 
Great views of male birds were had just outside Langebaan and within the WCNP. 
Northern Black Korhaan (NE) Afrotis afraoides 
Seen very well within the KTP and on route to Augrabies. 
 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostris 
Seen by only some at the Abrahamskraal wetland within the WCNP. 
African (Purple) Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 
This species was seen at Strandfontein Treatment Works. 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
This widespread species was seen at Strandfontein, WCNP and Augrabies. 
Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 
Seen on several wetlands within the Western Cape. 

 
Cranes  Gruidae 

Blue Crane (E) Anthropoides paradiseus 
South Africa national bird was seen on the West Coast near the small Tienie Versveld Nature 
Reserve and again near Nieuwoudtville. 

 
Thick-knees & Stone-Curlews  Burhinidae 

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 
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A group of at least eight birds was seen roosting on a field on the outskirts of Nieuwoudtville. Also 
seen on the night drive in the KTP. 
Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 
Seen very well on the last day at Paarl Bird Sanctuary. 
 

Oystercatchers  Haematopodidae 
African Oystercatcher (NE) Haematopus moquini 
Seen well at Cape Point and along the False Bay Coast. 
 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
Recorded at many localities throughout the Western Cape. 
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Recorded at many localities throughout the Western Cape. 
 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus armatus 
Common and seen at many localities in the Western Cape and also in the KTP. 
Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 
Seen near Velddrif and then again in the KTP. 
Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 
Seen well at a few localities on the West Coast. 
Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 
Seen at Tienie Versveld and again at Augrabies. 
Chestnut-banded Plover  Charadrius pallidus 
We were rewarded with great views of this charming little plover at the salt works near Velddrif. 
 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Seen on the tidal flats in WCNP. 
Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos 
Seen on the last day of the tour at Paarl. 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Also recorded in WCNP. 
Little Stint Calidris minuta 
Seen at the salt works in Velddrif. 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
Seen well in Velddrif. 

 
Gulls, Terns, Skimmers  Laridae 

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 
Seen daily in the Western Cape. 
NOTE: Recent work suggests that the Kelp Gull complex L. dominicanus may be split into as many as four species. The 
African form we observed has been proposed as Cape Gull L. vetula, although this is not accepted by IOC. 
Hartlaub's Gull (E) Larus hartlaubii 
Common along the coast and seen daily along the coast in the Western Cape. 
Grey-headed(hooded) Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 
A few birds seen well amongst Hartlaub’s Gulls at Strandfontein. 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 
Seen well at a few coastal wetlands in the Western Cape. 
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Swift (Great Crested) Tern Sterna bergii 
Seen at Strandfontein on the first day. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Thalasseus. 

 
Skuas  Stercorariidae 

Brown (Subantarctic) Skua Stercorarius antarcticus 
Seen well through the scope from Cape Point. 
 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclidae 
Namaqua Sandgrouse (NE) Pterocles namaqua 
This species was seen in really large numbers in the KTP but was also encountered in a few places 
in Bushmanland. 
Burchell’s Sandgrouse (NE) Pterocles burchelli 
A few birds were seen drinking at Leeuwdril waterhole in the KTP.  

 
Doves & Pigeons  Columbidae 

Common (Rock) Pigeon Columba livia 
Seen in Cape Town and numerous towns on route. 
Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea 
A very common species seen almost every day. 
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 
Commonly seen around Cape Town and other well wooded areas of the Western Cape. 
Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 
An adaptable species seen in many varied habitats.  
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 
Commonly seen throughout the tour. 
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 
This species, the world’s most sexually dimorphic dove, was seen regularly in the arid areas.  
 

Barn Owls  Tytonidae 
Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 
One flushed from its daytime roost near Velddrif. 

 
Typical Owls  Strigidae 

Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 
Great views were had of this species at its daytime roost at in Kirstenbosch and another was seen on 
the night drive in the KTP. 
Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus 
We found a great specimen this colossal owl roosting in a Camel Thorn tree just north of Twee 
Rivieren. This bird provided great views each time we drove past. 
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 
We had great views of a bird in the Twee Riviren. 
 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 
This streamline swift was only seen around the camp at Augrabies. 
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 
Seen on a few occasions after our first encounter at the Nieuwoudtville waterfall. 
African Black Swift Apus barbatus 
Seen well at Strandfontein on the first day. 
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Little Swift Apus affinis 
Seen initially in the mixed flock of aerial feeders at Strandfontein. 
White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 
This intra-African migrant was recorded twice on the tour, the first sighting was also at 
Strandfontein. 
 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
 

Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus  
Seen on the first three days of the tour on the Cape Peninsula and at Harold Porter Botanical 
Gardens. 
White-backed Mousebird (NE) Colius colius 
This was the most regularly encountered mousebird and seen on most days of the trip. 
Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 
Seen three times on the tour, the first sighting was of a group of birds in the WCNP. 
 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Purple Roller Coracias naevia 
A single individual was seen in good quality arid woodland south of the KTP. 
Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudata 
This exceptionally beautiful species was seen well south of the KTP. 
 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 
This, the world’s largest aquatic kingfisher was seen well, albeit briefly, when we crossed the 
Orange River. 
Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 
See on three occasions, the first sighting was of one hunting at a roadside pond on route to 
Strandfontein. 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus 
A hit with the group these great birds were seen in Augrabies and in the Kalahari. 
 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African (Eurasian) Hoopoe Upupa africana 
One of the target species for the group! Seen well in Nieuwoudtville and then at a few additional 
localities. 
NOTE: The Hoopoe complex has had a confusing taxonomic history, with one to four species being recognized by 
various authorities. Clements splits the group into two forms, Madagascar U. marginalis and Eurasian U. epops. The 
white-winged African forms are often split by other authorities as West African Hoopoe U. senegalensis with the fourth 
species being African Hoopoe U. africana (which we recorded). However, the most generally accepted treatment is that 
of three species, Madagascar, Eurasian and African. 
 

Woodhoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 
Seen very well at Augrabies and then again in the KTP. 

 
Hornbills  Bucerotidae 

African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 
Two individuals seen in the KTP. 
Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 
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Seen regularly in Kalahari woodland, both south of and in the KTP.  
 

Barbets  Capitonidae 
Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 
Seen regularly in arid wooded habitats on several occasions during the tour. 
Creased Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii  
An unexpected bonus, a pair of these impressive barbets were seen very well at Augrabies. 
 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 
Seen very well in the WCNP and at Augrabies. 

 
Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 
A single bird was seen in Augrabies. 
 

Wattle-eyes & Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (E) Batis capensis 
This hansom little bird was seen at Boulders Penguin Colony and at Kirstenbosch Botanical 
Garden. 
Pririt Batis (NE) Batis pririt 
Seen near Namaqua National Park and in Augrabies. 
 

Bush-shrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 
Bokmakierie (NE) Telophorus zeylonus 
A lovely bird, we saw them on a number of occasions in the Western and Northern Cape. 
Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 
A surprising record in the KTP, west of this species usual range. 
Southern Boubou (E) Laniarius ferrugineus 
Seen at several sites with the first sighting being a pair at Boulders. 
Crimson-breasted Shrike (NE) Laniarius atrococcineus 
Always a hit, this stunning bird was common in the KTP. 
 NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Crimson-breasted Gonolek. 
Brubru Nilaus afer 
One responsive individual was well seen south of the KTP. 
NOTE: This previously monotypic genus might be split 4 ways: Northern Brubru N. afer, Black-browed Brubru N. 
nigritemporalis, Angola Brubru N. affinis and Southern Brubru N. brubru. Only the Southern Brubru occurs in southern 
Africa. IOC does not accept these splits. 

 
Shrikes  Laniidae 

Southern (Common) Fiscal Lanius collaris 
A very common bird seen on almost every day of the tour. The nominate was seen through most of 
the tour but the arid race L. c. subcoronatus, with the broad white supercilium, was seen in the KTP 

 
Drongos  Dicruridae 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 
Only seen in Kalahari woodland, where it was very common. 

 
Crows  Corvidae 

Cape Crow  Corvus capensis 
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This all black crow was seen on several occasions on the tour. 
Pied Crow Corvus albus 
This ubiquitous species was seen in good numbers almost every day. 
White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 
This large billed crow was seen on five occasions on the tour. 

 
Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 

Cape Rockjumper (E) Chaetops frenatus 
We were rewarded with great views of a male bird at Rooi Els. 
 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (E) Stenostira scita 
This classy little bird was seen at  Paleisheuwel and again at Karoopoort. 
 

Tits  Paridae 
Ashy Tit (NE) Parus cinerascens 
Seen only in the KTP. 
Grey Tit (E) Parus afer 
Recorded both in WCNP and at Paleisheuwel south of Clanwilliam. 
 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Cape Clapper Lark (E) Mirafra apiata 
Seen perched on top of a bush in Namaqua National Park. 
Fawn-coloured Lark Calendulauda africanoides 
Seen south of the KTP. 
Karoo Long-billed Lark (E) Certhilauda subcoronata 
A single individual was recorded near Calvinia. 
Karoo Lark (E) Certhilauda albescens 
Seen at WCNP and on the Knersvlakte. 
Red Lark (E) Certhilauda burra 
The red “form” of this striking large lark was seen at the Koa Dunes near Aggenys. 
Spike-heeled Lark  Chersomanes albofasciata 
A foraging party was seen very well in the KTP. 
Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 
Seen near Nieuwoudville and again on the Knersvlakte. 
Large-billed Lark (E) Galerida magnirostris 
Seen  on a few occasions on the tour. 
Grey-backed Sparrowlark (NE) Eremopterix verticalis 
Seen first near Aggenys and then on route to Augrabies. 
 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
African Red-eyed Bulbul (NE) Pycnonotus nigricans 
The northern counterpart of the Cape Bulbul. Commonly seen in the latter part of the tour. 
Cape Bulbul (E) Pycnonotus capensis 
Very common in the Western Cape and seen daily during this part of the tour. 
Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 
Heard and eventually seen well at Kirstenbosch. 
 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Brown-throated (Plain) Martin Riparia paludicola 
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A widespread species seen at many sites during the tour. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Plain Martin. 
Banded Martin Riparia cincta 
An inter-Africa migrant seen well near Velddrif.  
White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 
This swallow which often associates with wetland habitats was seen at several localities. 
Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata 
This diminutive inter-Africa migrant was seen on the Knersvlakte. 
Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 
A common and widespread species seen on almost every day of the trip. 
NOTE: This confusing polytypic complex is being reviewed for multi-species splitting. Within African populations, 3 
potential species exist. The southern African nominate form H. f. fuligula remains Rock Martin, northern populations 
would become Red-throated Rock Martin H. pusilla. Palaearctic birds become Pale Crag Martin H. obsoleta. 
Greater Striped Swallow (BE) Cecropis cucullata 
Seen twice on the trip, the first encounter was in the Knersvlakte. 
 

Crombecs, African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird (E) Sphenoeacus afer 
Seen in Cape Point and again in WCNP. 
Long-billed (Cape) Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 
Seen three times on the tour, the fist encounter was in the WCNP. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Cape Crombec. 
 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae  
Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 
Seen at Strandfontein, WCNP and Augrabies. 
African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 
Seen very well in Augrabies. 

 
Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 

Little Rush (African Bush) Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 
Seen at Strandfontein and then at WCNP. 

 
Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 

Grey-backed Cisticola (NE) Cisticola subruficapilla 
A common bush bird in the Western Cape and seen at several locations. 
Levaillant’s Cisticola  Cisticola tinniens 
This wetland cisticola was seen at Strandfontein and in the WCNP. 
Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 
A very obliging individual gave us great views in the KTP. 
Cloud Cisticola Cisticola textrix 
Seen at Tienie Versveld Nature Reserve. 
Rufous-eared Warbler (E) Malcorus pectoralis 
A pair was seen very well just south of Pofadder. 
Black-chested Prinia (NE) Prinia flavicans 
Seen in Bushmanland and the Kalahari. 
Karoo Prinia (E) Prinia maculosa 
One of the commonest species in the Western Cape and seen daily. 
Namaqua Warbler (E)  Phragmacia substriata 
Heard on a few occasions before this species was very well observed in Augrabies. 
Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 
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Seen very well in WCNP. 
Cinnamon-breasted Warbler (E) Euryptila subcinnamomea 
Eventually seen brilliantly at Katbakkies in the Tanqua Karoo. 
Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis 
Seen well in the KTP. 
 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylvidae 
Chestnut(Rufous)-vented Warbler Parisoma subcaeruleum 
This species was seen at several localities, the first being in the WCNP. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Rufous-vented Warbler. 
Layard’s Warbler (E) Parisoma layardi 
Recorded first at Namaqua National Park and then at Katbakkies in Tanqua. 
 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (E) Zosterops capensis 
Common in varied habitat throughout the Western Cape. 
Orange River White-eye (E) Zosterops pallidus 
Seen once on the Knersvlakte and commonly in Augrabies. 
 

Sugarbirds  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E) Promerops cafer 
This classic Fynbos species was seen well on the first three days of the tour. 
 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common (European) Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
This alien species was commonly seen throughout the Western Cape. 
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 
This species was seen in large numbers only in the WCNP.  
Cape (Glossy) Starling Lamprotornis nitens 
This classy starling was seen well in Augrabies and the KTP. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Cape Glossy-Starling. 
(African) Pied Starling (E) Spreo bicolour 
This distinctive starling was regularly encountered on the West Coast. 
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 
Seen on five occasions in the Western Cape during the tour. 
Pale-winged Starling (NE) Onychognathus nabouroup 
Also seen on five days in arid rocky areas. 
 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsipsirupa 
A pair of these distinctive birds were seen in the KTP. 
NOTE: Ethiopian Thrush P. l. simensis is considered a distinct species by several authorities. 
Olive Thrush (E) Turdus olivaceus 
This Afrotemperate Forest species was seen in both Harold Porter and later at Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Gardens. 
Karoo Thrush (E) Turdus smithii 
This, the inland form of Olive Thrush was particularly abundant in the town of Nieuwoudtville. 
 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 



Trip Report - RBT Wildflowers 2012 
 

 

 

21

A common species seen daily as far north as Augrabies. 
Kalahari Scrub Robin (NE) Cercotrichas paena 
This attractive bird was seen well in the KTP. 
Karoo Scrub Robin (N) Cercotrichas coryphaeus 
Another common bush bird in western South Africa. Seen regularily between the WCNP and 
Augrabies. 
African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 
Seen on three occasions on the West Coast. 
NOTE: Clements recognizes the split of African S. torquatus and Common S. rubicola Stonechats (the latter a 
Palaearctic species), which is not followed by all authorities. Further splitting may occur in both groups including the 
highland Ethiopian form S. t. albofasciata that may become Ethiopian Stonechat. 
Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 
Seen at first at Tienie Versveld and then near Nieuwoudville  and on the Knersvlakte. 
Mountain Wheatear (NE) Oenanthe monticola 
Seen in rocky environments on four occasions on the tours. 
Karoo Chat (NE) Cercomela schlegelii 
First seen well south of Pofadder. 
Tractrac Chat (NE) Cercomela tractrac 
Seen south of Pofadder. 
Sickle-wing[ed] Chat (RE) Emarginata sinuata 
Seen well at Akkerendam Nature Reserve in Calvinia. 
Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris 
Widespread and confiding, seen at several locations. 
Ant-eating (Southern Anteater) Chat (NE) Myrmecocichla formicivora 
Seen on numerous occasions with particularly good views in the KTP. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Southern Anteater-Chat. 
Cape Rock Thrush (E) Monticola rupestris 
Both male and female birds were seen well in Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. 
Chat Flycatcher (NE) Bradornis infuscatus 
This peculiar flycatcher was seen in the northern part of the tour with our first sighting in Namaqua 
National Park. 
Marico Flycatcher (NE) Bradornis mariquensis 
Common in the Kalahari and seen on the three days we were in the KTP. 
Fiscal Flycatcher (E) Sigelus silens 
Seen on the first three days of the tour, all near Cape Town. 
African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 
This bird of well wooded habitat was only seen in Kirstenbosch National Park. 

 
Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E) Anthobaphes violacea 
A spectacular Fynbos endemic seen regularly on the Cape Peninsula and in the Kogelberg. 
Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 
Widespread and seen throughout the tour. A highlight was a pair feeding chicks in the WCNP. 
Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E) Cinnyris chalybeus 
A very common sunbird seen through the trip except for Bushmanland and Kalahari. 
Dusky Sunbird (NE) Cinnyris fusca 
This species was only seen in Augrabies and the KTP. 
 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 
Common in the Kalahari, and seen on the three days we were in this habitat. 
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Sociable Weaver (E) Philetairus socius 
This species and there impressive nests were seen throughout Bushmanland and the Kalahari. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Social Weaver. 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Seen on every day of the tour, always associated with man. 
Cape Sparrow (NE) Passer melanurus 
A common and distinctive sparrow, seen on numerous occasions on the tour. 
Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer diffusus 
Recorded in the WCNP, Augrabies and the KTP. 
NOTE: The Grey-headed Sparrow complex P. griseus has been split into five full species with the most southerly 
African form being classified as P. diffusus. 
 

Weavers & Widowbirds  Ploceidae 
Scaly-feathered Weaver (Finch) (NE) Sporopipes squamifrons 
Seen first near Aggenys and then in the KTP. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Scaly Weaver. 
Cape Weaver (E) Ploceus capensis 
A large attractive weaver species seen on numerous occasions. Birds in the WCNP were seen 
weaving their intricate nests and displaying to passing females. 
Southern Masked Weaver  Ploceus velatus 
Seen on numerous occasions at many varied locasions. 
Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 
The breeding males proved very popular with all participants on the tour and seen at many 
locations. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Red Bishop. 
Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 
Seen on five occasions during the tour with our first encounter at Strandfontein. 

 
Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 
This very beautiful bird was seen in Twee Rivieren in the KTP. 
Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala 
A flock was seen on a roadside fence south of the KTP. 
Swee Waxbill (E) Estrilda melanotis 
A flock of these charming birds was seen at Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. 
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 
A widespread species seen on five days on the tour. 

 
Indigobirds & Whydahs  Viduidae 

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 
This brood parasite of Common Waxbill was seen on the Knersvlakte and in the Tanqua Karoo.  

 
Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 

Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 
A common species first seen at our first birding stop of the tour at Boulders Penguin Colony. 
African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 
This striking wagtail was seen at very close range at Augrabies. 
Cape (Orange-throated) Longclaw (E) Macronyx capensis 
Seen very well at Strandfontein on the first day of the tour. 
African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 
Encountered three times on the tour with our first encounter at Strandfonetin.  
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Finches  Fringillidae 
Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
A localised introduced species. Heard each morning at our accommodations in Cape Town with a 
male bird seen signing. 
Cape Canary (E) Serinus canicollis 
Seen at five widely scattered localities during the tour. 
Yellow Canary (NE) Crithagra flaviventris 
Seen on many days during the tour with our first sightings in the WCNP. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus to the IOC nomenclature, namely: Serinus. 
Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphurata 
Only seen at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 
White-throated Canary (NE) Crithagra albogularis 
A common species seen on most days on the tour. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus to the IOC nomenclature, namely: Serinus. 
Streaky-headed Canary Crithagra gularis 
Seen on the last day of the tour at the foot of Bainskloof Pass. 
Cape Siskin (E) Crithagra totta 
This diminutive canary was seen at close range at Harold Porter Botanical Gardens and then again 
at Paleisheuwel. 
Black-headed Canary (E) Crithagra alario 
Seen on four days during the trip but our best sightings were at a water point near Calvinia. 

 
Buntings  Emberizidae 

Cape Bunting (NE) Emberiza capensis 
Seen on numerous occasions with our best sighting at the Nieuwoudtville Waterfall. 
 

Annotated List of Mammals recorded 
 
Names and taxonomical order of the mammals follow 2007 edition of “Field Guide to Mammals of 
Southern Africa” by Chris and Tilde Stuart; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely 
to appear other popular field guides. 
 
Total species recorded: 40 
  

Shrews Soricidae 
Forest Shrew Myosorex varius 
An unlucky individual on the losing side of a fight with a Cattle Egret at Strandfontein. 

 
Slit-faced Bats Nycteridae 

Egyptian Slit-faced Bat  Nycteris thebaica 
Seen by some in their rooms in the KTP! 

 
Squirrels  Sciuridae 

South African Ground Squirrel   Xerus inauris 
This charming species was seen in Augrabies and in KTP. 
 

Springhare  Pedetidae 
Springhare Pedetes capensis 
This large kangaroo-like rodent was seen in large numbers during our night dive in the KTP. 
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Mole-rats Bathyergidae 
Cape Dune Mole-rat  Bathyergus suillus 
This massive fossorial rodent was seen crossing road in the WCNP. 
 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax (Dassie)     Procavia capensis 
Seen at many locations with the best views of the very tame individuals at Augrabies. 
  

Baboons & Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Savanna (Chacma) Baboon    Papio cynocephalus ursinus 
These adaptable animals are widespread and were seen on four different locations. 
 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 
Smith’s Red Rock Rabbit Pronolagus rupestris 
One individual seen on our morning walk at Springbok. 
Cape Hare Lepus capensis 
Seen during the night drive in the KTP. 
 

Rats & Mice  Muridae 
Four-striped Grass Mouse     Rhabdomys pumilio 
Seen on several occasions with our first sighting at Cape Point. 
Brants’s Whistling Rat     Parotomys brantsii 
Seen early in the morning at the entrances to their burrows. 
Bush Karoo Rat      Otomys unisulcatus 
Seen in the Tanqua Karoo. 
 

Dogs & Allies   Canidae 
Cape Fox Vulpes chama 
This very attractive small fox was seen on a night drive from Springbok and also on the night drive 
in the KTP. 
Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis 
This distinctive predator was seen very well on the night drive in the KTP. 
Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 
Great views of this species were had in the KTP. 
 

Otters, Badger, Weasel, & Polecat  Mustelidae 
Zorilla (Striped Polecat)     Ictonyx striatus 
We were very lucky to see a single animal on our night drive in the KTP. 
 
 

Mongooses  Herpestidae 
Slender Mongoose     Herpestes sanguinea 
Seen fleetingly on two occasions in the Kalahari. 
Small Grey Mongoose    Galerella pulverulenta 
Seen on numerous occasions, the first was of an individual at Strandfontein. 
Yellow Mongoose     Cynictis penicillata 
Seen fleetingly on numerous occasions with a confiding individual providing great views in the 
KTP. 
Meerkat (Suricate)     Suricata suricatta 
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A target mammal for the group. Seen initially near Namaqua National Park and then twice in the 
Kalahari. 
 

Genets & Civets Viverridae 
Small-spotted Genet     Genetta genetta 
Two individuals seen on the night driver in the KTP. 
 

Hyaenas  Hyaenidae 
Aardwolf Protelis cristatus 
A night drive north of Nieuwoudville proved very rewarding with a great view of this species. 
 

Cats  Felidae 
African Wild Cat     Felis sylvestris 
An individual stalking and killing a mouse on the night drive in the KTP was a great sighting. 
Leopard      Panthera pardis 
A young leopard was watched as it stalked across the road a couple of meters from our vehicle in 
the KTP. It then proceeded to stalk and kill an African Wild Cat! Perhaps the wildlife highlight of 
the trip! 
Lion       Panthera leo 
Seen extremely well on three separate occasions in the KTP. 
  

Horses  Equidae 
Cape Mountain Zebra    Equus zebra zebra 
Seen amongst the spectacular flower displays at WCNP. 
 

Giraffes Giraffidae 
Giraffe       Giraffa camelopardalis 
This spectacular species was seen in Augrabies. 
 

Hippopotamuses Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus     Hippopotamus amphibious 
A young male was seen at dusk in Strandfontein, part of the False Bay nature Reserve. 
 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
Common Eland     Taurotragus oryx 
Observed in the Postberg section of WCNP and again in the KTP. 
Grey Rhebok E     Pelea capreolus 
A young solitary male was seen on the roadside just outside of Ceres. 
Greater Kudu     Tragelaphus strepsiceros 
A stately young male was seen in the vegetated red dunes in excellent light at dusk in the KTP. 
Gemsbok                                                                    Oryx gazelle 
This, a Kalahari classic, was seen in large numbers in the KTP.  
Blue Wildebeest     Connochaetes taurinus 
Seen in the KTP. 
Red Hartebeest     Alcelaphus buselaphus 
One small group was seen in the KTP. 
Bontebok E Damaliscus dorcas dorcas 
Seen at Capoe Point and again in the WCNP. 
Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis 
This, South Africa’s National animal, was seen in large numbers in the large numbers in the KTP. 
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Steenbok Raphicerus campestris   
Seen on numerous occasions throughout the trip with our first sighting of two animals just outside 
Langebaan. 
Common (Grey) Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 
Seen on one occasion on the West Coast near Velddrif. 

 
Pleated Whales  Balaenopteridae 

Southern Right Whale Lissodelphis peronii 
Seen in Table Bay from Blouberg beach. 

 
Seals  Otariidae 

Cape Fur Seal Arctocephalus pusillus 
Seen from the Cape Peninsula on the first day of the tour. 
 

Annotated List of Reptiles recorded 
 
Note: Names and taxonomical order of the reptiles follow that of “A Guide to the reptiles of 
Southern Africa” by Graham Alexander and Johan Marais.  
 
Total species recorded: 10 
 

Land Tortoises  Testudinidae 
Tent Tortoise (E) Psammobates tentorius 
Two individuals were seen crossing the road just south of Pofadder. 
Angulate Tortoise (E) Chersina angulate 
Seen on several occasions in the Western Cape, the first individuals were encountered at Cape 
Point. 
 

Chameleons Chamaeleonidae 
Cape Dwarf Chameleon (E) Bradypodion pumilum  
A single specimen of this charismatic animal was spotted at Boulders Penguin colony. 

 
Skinks  Scincidae 

Kalahari Tree Skink Mabuya spilogaster 
This skink was common around the camp at Twee Rivieren in the KTP. 
Western Rock Skink Mabuya sulcata 
Seen at the Aloe dicotoma forest north of Nieuwoudtville. 
 

Girdled Lizards & Relatives  Cordylidae 
Black Girdled Lizard (E) Cordylus niger 
This highly localised species was seen at Cape Point.  
Karoo Girdled Lizard (E) Cordylus polyzonus 
These large prehistoric lizards were seen on the granite rocks in WCNP. 
Augrabies Flat Lizard (E) Platysaurus broadleyi 
These spectacularly beautiful lizards occur at high densities around the Augrabies water fall. 
 

Agamas  Agamidae 
Southern Spiny Agama (E) Agama hispida 
An individual was encountered at Tienie Versveld Nature Reserve on the west coast. 
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Southern Rock Agama (E) Agama atra 
The best view was of a large blue headed male at Katbakkies in the Tanqua Karoo. 
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