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Tour Summary  
 
When writing up a report for the annual Cape Wildflowers, Birding and Big Game tour, it is a challenge to 

avoid using up the superlatives too soon – and this year is no different. In 14 days we got to see and 

experience so many moments which began with ‘the largest, heaviest, smallest, most diverse, range-

restricted, endangered and sadly rare” that it is hard to know what was most important to look at. Thankfully, 

everyone on tour had a different opinion! 

 

 We began day one in the stunning Kirstenbosch National Botanical 

Gardens. The birds were a little slow in the overcast and cool 

conditions, but sparked as the sun broke through. African Dusky 

Flycatchers showed well as we started to view some of the garden 

residents. Brimstone and Cape Canary plus a female Common 

Chaffinch were followed by Cape Bulbul and many Southern 

Double-collared Sunbirds feeding in the incredible fynbos 

flowerbeds, especially where the various Leucospermum were 

flowering. The stars of the show however were undoubtedly the 

brilliant male Malachite Sunbirds and our first Cape Sugarbird. A 

close second was the pair of resident Spotted Eagle-Owls, with one 

spending an age trying to bring up a pellet to no avail. African Olive 

Pigeon and a small flock of Forest Canary feeding in a restio-bed 

were the other more notable birds. From here we made our way 

south to the Cape Point section of the Table Mountain National Park. 

Red-winged Starling and a Coke-addicted Striped Mouse entertained 

during lunch before we strolled to the various viewpoints over the 

ocean. The resident Peregrine Falcons did a smart flyby (avoiding 

being caught by Torng’s lens too!) as did numerous Cape 

Cormorants, which came in to gather nesting material on the cliffs. 

We had excellent views of a flock of the fynbos endemic Cape 

Siskin and also Cape Grassbird. The Sooty Shearwaters, Shy and Black-browed Albatross were also present 

but too distant for even dodgy views!  

 We then made our way to Olifantsbos beach to find a smart array of birds; Hartlaub’s Gull, African 

Black Oystercatcher, about 10 Pied Avocet and 

even Yellow Bishops feeding in the kelp debris 

washed up during recent turbulent winter 

weather. We had two surprises still in store as 

we took the coast road home for the day. First a 

massive Cape Dune Molerat was out feeding in 

broad daylight right next to the road, allowing 

for some photos of this typically subterranean 

specialist. It was fortunate as just 2km further 

we found another Spotted Eagle-Owl perched 

on the roadside rocks with still an hour of 

sunlight to go! One wonders… 

 

Day 2 was worth the wait for Allan and Helen, who had joined the group on the 1st evening – we dedicated 

the day to spending time in quality fynbos on the eastern side of False Bay in the Kogelberg, South Africa’s 

first Biosphere Reserve and the real home of fynbos. Birding this coastline where the sandstone mountains 

Spotted Eagle-Owl 

Cape Dune Molerat 
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drop to the sea is a real pleasure when the wind doesn’t blow! A few Ground Woodpeckers showed their red-

orange colours while perched high up the slope and resident Verreaux’s Eagles were active at their Aloe-clad 

cliff nest. Cape Siskin, Grey-backed Cisticola and the dazzling Orange-breasted Sunbird (many!) really got 

the birding going. Fuzzybuds (Spatalla sp.), various Erica and Leucodendron were in flower as we waited 

for the call of the target Cape Rockjumper. Patience paid off eventually as a handsome male came in to view 

on many occasions and even shared a lookout with another smart bird, the Cape Rock Thrush!  

We then moved across to the Stony Point penguin colony for more great birding, starting with a pair 

of White-necked Raven and an Angulate 

Tortoise before the carpark. The African 

Penguins were entertaining as always as we 

picked our way through Southern Rock 

Agama, Cape Girdled Lizard and four species 

of nesting cormorant, most notably the 

endangered Bank Cormorant. Offshore we 

had basic views of Brown Skua, Cape Gannet 

and Shy Albatross before watching a Southern 

Right Whale mother and calf for a while. It 

was on to Harold Porter NBG for lunch and 

more birds. Highlights were a very relaxed 

Speckled Mousebird (eventually), a flock of 

gorgeous Swee Waxbill and Fiscal Flycatcher. 

The plants in the scent and traditional medicine gardens were fun to experience along the way. Some snaps 

were taken of the massive Aloe plicatilis that stills grows in the garden not far from the main entrance. We 

ended the day by making a turn through the Elgin valley, adding Forest Buzzard, frustratingly only hearing 

Victorin’s Warbler and having a low fly-over of more than 50 Great White Pelicans! 

 

We added some good birds including Klaas’s Cuckoo and another Common Chaffinch in the carpark of our 

hotel in Noordhoek the next morning, before heading to the famous Strandfontein wetland. It still had a 

winter feel to it with lots of water, a big flock of Black-necked Grebe and only one wader in the form of a 

solitary Curlew Sandpiper. Greater Flamingo, Southern Pochard and great views of calling Little Rush and 

Lesser Swamp Warblers added some spice to the morning as we made our way north to the strandveld 

habitat on the West Coast. A prime roadside stop was made on the Rietvlei 

wetland, and with grand views of Table Mountain we took in Glossy Ibis, 

Black-winged Stilt, a Yellow-billed Duck with ducklings and then watched 

an African Goshawk charge unsuccessfully into a large flock of Common 

Starlings that were feeding in the marshlands. Our lunch stop was at the 

tiny Tienie Versveld reserve outside Darling, which is managed by the 

team at Kirstenbosch. Our first Blue Crane, beautiful Cape Longclaw and a 

little speck (a displaying Cloud Cisticola) kept us going whilst we enjoyed 

several wildflowers – the beautiful, but variable Dorotheanthus 

bellidiformis and smart yellow endemic Spiloxene canaliculata were the 

most obvious. Another roadside stop produced Rock Kestrel and the first of 

many White-backed Mousebirds before visiting another known Verreaux’s 

Eagle site, where the eagles flew very well for us! Grey-backed Cisticola 

were in height of breeding activity and we added Pied Starling, Karoo 

Scrub Robin and vocal, but tricky Cape Penduline Tits at a distance. 

Plectranthus pyramidalis and the Eland’s Fig were the most startling 

flowers in the veld. 

Cape Rockjumper & Cape Rock Thrush 

Speckled Mousebird 
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 Day 4 broke with lots of rain – the cape winter theme. After consulting the weather gurus it was decided to 

explore the St. Helena peninsula where the chances of some sunshine were greater than the West Coast NP. 

The birding started slowly as we first had an attempt to free a female Springbok from some twine she had 

become entangled in – semi-successful for the Springbok and then the 

birds came! We had great viewing of the displaying Red-capped, Large-

billed and Cape Long-billed Larks as well as the first of numerous Capped 

Wheatears. Sickle-winged Chat, African Pipit, South African Shelduck 

and Cape Teal made for more good birding before we headed to the coast. 

Rain came and went and conditions were very chilly, but this was no 

problem for watching Caspian Tern, Crowned Cormorant and African 

Black Oystercatcher along the rocky shoreline. Moving to another site 

nearby we picked out White-chinned Petrel and Cape Gannet far offshore. 

It was here that we also found the desired tern roost. Keeping the scope 

low to the ground we managed views of at least one Antarctic Tern and a 

few Common Terns. The botanical gems were the flowering Spider 

Flowers Ferraria crispa just above the rocky shoreline. We then made our 

way back to the West Coast NP for lunch and notched up our first of five 

Black Harriers for the afternoon just on the edge of Langebaan town. At 

the Seeberg Hide, both Greater and Lesser Flamingo were present in good 

numbers and we had good views of White-fronted Plovers. The road to 

Postberg NR to see the flowers was filled with two superb sightings of 

Ostrich families, one with a crèche of 19 different aged young! Although 

not an ideal day for flowers, we still took in the colour that was there, added a nice selection of mammals 

(from Eland to Small Grey Mongoose) and the lovely Grey-winged Francolins too. Our final stop as we 

made our way back to Langebaan produced a distant lone Common Whimbrel and smart Bar-throated 

Apalis. 

 

The following day started with a morning walk in Langebaan, which was great for birds. The target Southern 

Black Korhaan was found calling from its granite perch and we had revision on numerous of the strandveld 

species. Another highlight was being in close proximity to displaying and nesting Southern Red Bishops, as 

well as nest-building Cape and Southern Masked Weavers. We revisited the Verreaux’s Eagle site and 

obtained distant views of the eagles and also their resident hyrax prey. Masses of Lapeirousia jacquini and 

the terrestrial orchid Satyrium odoratum impressed on the flower front. En route to Velddrif we then 

encountered two immature Jackal Buzzard along the road. We did not have too much time, but made the 

most of a visit to a salt pan where, in near-

perfect conditions, we had both flamingo 

species, Pied Avocet, Black-necked Grebe, 

Little Stint and the prized Chestnut-banded 

Plover – not one, but easily more than 30! 

Besides the small flocks of Kittlitz’s Plover, 

we also found a pair that rushed away from the 

track and left their eggs half-buried in their 

nest. On departure we picked out the iridescent 

White-throated Swallows, Maccoa Duck and a 

Malachite Kingfisher to round off a very 

productive session. Grey-headed Gull was a 

smart visitor to our lunch stop at the mouth of 

the Berg River, before we made our way north 

Ferraria crispa (Spider 

Flower) 

Chestnut-banded Plover 
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to the Velorenvlei wetland. Here we had some superb flowers on the sandstone hillside overlooking the vlei 

and varying views of some great birds including African Fish Eagle, African Marsh Harrier, Great Crested 

Grebe, African Purple Swamphen, Purple Heron and Alpine Swift! As we made our way to Nieuwoudtville, 

we picked up roadside Southern Black Korhaan, Cape Crow and the handsome Greater Kestrel. The views 

from the top of Van Rhyns Pass rounded off yet another great day on tour. 

 

A very crisp morning walk around town gave us 

excellent viewing of some vocal Bokmakierie and 

also the Karoo Thrush amongst others. With a little 

bit of wind about we headed back to Van Rhyns 

Pass to check conditions there; also windy, but both 

Malachite and Southern Double-collared Sunbirds 

were feeding. Then we had a quick show by the 

tricky fynbos endemic, Protea Seedeater, before 

moving on to the Hantam National Botanical 

Garden. Our first Ludwig’s Bustard came here and 

small groups of Blue Crane were in the fields as 

well. We then did a little walking around on the 

famed ‘rooigrond’ (heavily weather dolerite soil) 

and found great birds and key endemic flowers, 

most notably Lapeirousia oreogena, Romulea 

sabulosa and Bulbinella latifolia subsp. doleritica. Cape Clapper Larks put on their entertaining display and 

we had a pair of Spike-heeled Larks acting nervously near a nest we didn’t try too hard to find! We flushed 

Common Quail, had Southern Ant-eating Chat, more than 15 Ludwig’s Bustard and excellent raptors in the 

form of Booted Eagle, Black Harrier (distant) and a pair of African Harrier-Hawk. After getting the vehicle 

‘just a little stuck’ and having a late lunch, we then took the long road north to Namaqualand. It was agreed 

that Pale Chanting Goshawk was the bird of the afternoon. 

 

A foggy morning greeted us in Springbok, but we started to get to grips with the changing avifauna right 

there in the lodge gardens, with Orange River White-eye and African Red-eyed Bulbul coming first. A vocal 

African Hoopoe was the last bird before we set off to the Goegap 

Nature Reserve. No sooner had we entered the reserve and the weather 

began to clear. The approach road had lots of fresh Aardvark diggings, 

Capped Wheatears displaying all over, Karoo Chat and the first of our 

Black-headed Canaries. The initial flocks we viewed had both nominate 

and the white-headed race leucolaemus or Damara Canary feeding 

together – very beautiful canaries to see. We spent some time at the 

visitor centre that is being upgraded and were treated to a pair of 

Verreaux’s Eagle evading a pair of Jackal Buzzard, which spent some 

time bombing them! Dusky Sunbird, Mountain Wheatear, Fairy 

Flycatcher and a Layard’s Warbler (Titbabbler) with a juicy caterpillar 

were the next good birds found – and yes, more stunning Malachite 

Sunbirds. We stopped near the lunch huts to view Karoo Girdled Lizard 

and Southern Rock Agama, also adding Nemesia azurea, Gladiolus 

saccatus and Lapeirousia silenoides. Our pre-lunch session was action-

packed with a colony of Brant’s Whistling Rats and the excitable 

endemic snake, the Many-horned Adder. Next we had a party of the 

Succulent Karoo biome endemic, Karoo Eremomela.  

Namaqualand flower scene 

Many-horned Adder 
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Lunch was filled with riotous yellow and purples, the sound of pollinators at work and some kestrel and 

eagle flybys. A lone Gemsbok (Southern Oryx) and Springbok were also picked out of the landscape. The 

afternoon weather was perfect – we found a herd of Oryx with young, distant Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra 

and some obliging Karoo Chats. Next it was displaying Karoo Lark, Grey Tit, Karoo Eremomela, White-

throated Canary and more ‘Damara Canary’. We ended the day in the sensational flower carpets in the 

mining town of Nababeep, where virtually every inch of ground was under the shocking orange daisy 

Ursinia cakilefolia. Our last birding delivered Bokmakierie, Fairy Flycatcher and Karoo Thrush. 

 

The plans for Day 8 had us driving east 

out of Namaqualand into the summer-

rainfall (if they ever get it) region of 

Bushmanland and on to the impressive 

Augrabies Falls. First stop was a 

massive female Martial Eagle on a 

powerline and more ‘Damara Canary’. 

We made a roadside stop in some arid 

Nama Karoo grassland where the birds 

were flying everywhere. Huge numbers 

of Lark-like Bunting and Grey-backed 

Sparrow-Lark filled the air. We 

presumed that some winter rain had 

fallen in this grassland, giving it some 

life. Some views were also had of the 

Black-eared Sparrow-Lark and Stark’s 

Lark, but not in numbers. A nearby farm 

reservoir was also very active with birds and had Namaqua Sandgrouse coming and going as they called 

‘kelkiewyn’. Along the next short stretch we added no less than ten Greater Kestrel and a fantastic Lanner 

Falcon, no doubt in the area for the birds. We then made our way to the famous red Koa dunes. It was pretty 

quiet and very barren. We chipped away and located Chat Flycatcher, a smart pied male Mountain Wheatear, 

Spike-heeled Lark, Pale Chanting Goshawk and briefly a calling Red Lark – the target for the area. Our 

roadside lunch near the equally famous town of ‘Pofadder’ was brilliant just for the Sociable Weavers that 

are clearly accustomed to people. Red-faced Mousebird and Long-billed Crombec were added as well.  

As we entered the Augrabies Falls National Park, the choice to watch South African Ground Squirrel 

or Swallow-tailed Bee-eater presented 

itself – both real delights in this arid world. 

The mighty Orange River plunges over the 

Augrabies Falls here and the birding is 

good, so we decided to spend the afternoon 

just walking. Cape and African Pied 

Wagtails, masses of Orange River White-

eye, the unique Hamerkop and Black-

chested Prinia were all good sightings. 

Although ‘just a warbler’, the highly vocal 

African Reed Warbler was a delight. The 

other highlights were the many Rock 

Hyrax and multi-coloured endemic 

Augrabies (Broadley’s) Flat Lizards. 

Nababeep Ursinia cakilefolia display 

Augrabies (Broadley’s) Flat Lizards 
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With a long driving day ahead of us, we decided to enter the game drive area early before breakfast the next 

morning. In the dawn light a chunky, blotched Cape Eagle-Owl was still perched out on a boulder before the 

first Karoo Long-billed Lark began to sing. A Scrub Hare and Three-banded Plover both showed well right 

near the vehicle. We made our way to one of the lookouts over the river to scan the river and cliffs. 

Verreaux’s Eagle, a vocal African Fish Eagle pair and the resident Pale-winged Starlings had us excited. We 

found two Cape Clawless Otter playing in the river below – scope views seemed to show that it was a mother 

and pup – what a treat! Back in the carpark, Long-billed Crombec and Common Waxbill showed. On the 

drive back to camp we found Red-billed Quelea, Pririt Batis and right near the gate a large, skittish herd of 

Eland. We birded some woodland near the gate on departure, racking good views of Cardinal Woodpecker, 

Common Scimitarbill and Brubru. A quick stop on the Orange River at Kakamas gave us a smart male Giant 

Kingfisher, which might have been the highlight for the day. Very strong winds made birding and driving 

difficult, so we took ‘shelter’ at Spioenkop NR for lunch, where we got to see Kalahari Tree Skink and 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver. Pale Chanting Goshawks dominated the long road into the Kalahari and 

only as we neared the Auob River did we find a pair of Lappet-faced Vultures. Here we also saw Lilac-

breasted Roller and Red-headed Finch. We stretched our legs in the red Kalahari sand with a short afternoon 

walk at our lodge. Scaly-feathered Finches stole the show with Southern Grey-headed Sparrow and 

Chestnut-vented Warbler being added too. 

 

An early start had us birding the Kalahari Transfrontier Park in fine style from sunrise. Pearl-spotted Owlet 

and Crimson-breasted Shrike were first up before the first of a few Tawny Eagles. The southern reaches of 

the park were particularly heavily grazed (we heard later that a large herd of Eland had come in from 

Botswana some months earlier) 

which made for easy viewing of 

the species we could find. Marico 

Flycatcher, Kalahari Scrub Robin, 

Cape (Glossy) Starling, Namaqua 

Dove and Black-backed Jackal 

were seen well before we reached 

the Leeudril waterhole. Here we 

had a breakfast with a difference as 

we watched big numbers of 

sandgrouse come to drink. 

Namaqua Sandgrouse dominated 

the numbers, but we saw a fair few 

Burchell’s Sandgrouse too – many 

of which seemed to enter the water 

and wet their belly feathers. Red-

headed Finch and Yellow Canary 

also came to the water. Post all this action we spotted a pair of rusty-coloured Slender Mongoose sunning 

high up in a Sociable Weaver nest where we are sure they have made a home for themselves as well. They 

would not be the only weaver nest residents we would see in the Kalahari…  

As the wind picked up and the heat too, we enjoyed finding a pride of 8-9 Lion resting on a dune and 

had superb views of Steenbok, mating Common Ostrich, male and female Northern Black Korhaan and a 

Lanner Falcon. As we made our way back to Twee Rivieren camp, we had Martial Eagle and 3 of the much-

desired Secretarybird, with one catching a small lizard in full view. Our lunch under the camel thorn trees 

gave us the chance to get close to the exquisite Crimson-breasted Shrike and see Groundscraper Thrush for 

the first time. We gathered again later in the afternoon for a sunset/night drive. The daylight portion was 

quiet bar the jackals and the head view of a Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl on the nest. We stopped when it got dark 

Female Northern Black Korhaan 
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and listened to the territorial clicking of the Barking Geckos all around us – and then the action started! 

There was Cape Fox, Spotted Eagle-Owl and even a lone Brown Hyena – quite a sought-after species by 

many mammal-watchers. We also had good views of the bounding Springhares a number of times and at 

least 3 groups of foraging Bat-eared Fox. Throw in the stars, some bats and a good meal to round off the day, 

and the Kalahari was safely seized! 

 

A huge orange-red Kalahari sunrise greeted us as we departed 

south the following day. Our first stop would prove to be the stop 

of the tour as a Sociable Weaver nest housed not only another 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl, but also 3 Pygmy Falcons! Listening to 

them and watching the female bobbing up and down in the 

presence of the males was voted a top trip highlight. The fact that 

the other half of the eagle-owl pair was also found in the morning 

sunlight should not go un-noted! We made a few more stops along 

the Auob Riverbed as we enjoyed some excellent woodland 

birding – Lilac-breasted Roller rolling, Golden-tailed 

Woodpecker, Gabar Goshawk, Ashy Tit and Yellow-belled 

Eremomela were found in quick succession. Then a super sighting 

of African White-backed and a Lappet-faced Vulture led us into a 

hearty breakfast (ours, not theirs!). Some post-breakfast woodland 

birding was most notable for the birds that were out of range 

according to the current bird atlas – Grey Go-away-bird, Red-

billed Firefinch, Marico Sunbird and Karoo Thrush. BUT, the 

show was stolen by the owls as we had excellent views of both 

Pearl-spotted Owlet and Southern White-faced Owl. From here it 

was a long day’s driving to get through Bushmanland to Calvinia 

with some familiar birds being seen along the way. The day ended 

as we approached the weather coming in from the Cape. We were 

treated to the frog-like sounds of 3-4 groups of Karoo Korhaans calling in the later afternoon. We eventually 

got three in the scope, added some new flowers and a superbly camouflaged ‘purple stone’ grasshopper. 

 

Wet, cold and windy was our first day in the Hantam region. Nevertheless, we defied the conditions to get 

good views of Namaqua Warblers, African Stonechat and Long-billed Crombec before we headed north to 

escape the weather. Here we had some quality Karoo birding with South African Shelduck, Cape Teal, 

Karoo Long-billed Lark and even Southern 

Pochard. Rufous-eared Warbler and Tractrac 

Chat were the key birds added during the course 

of the morning. We also had good views of Karoo 

Korhaans again, the elusive Karoo Eremomela 

and a flock of Namaqua Sandgrouse on the road. 

The raptors were good with Booted Eagle 

(superb), Pale Chanting Goshawk, and both Rock 

and Greater Kestrels. With Small Grey 

Mongoose, Steenbok and the pretty Karoo Violet 

Aptosimum indivisum, we made sure that it 

wasn’t all birds! The day ended post a delayed 

late lunch at the Calvinia Hotel as the weather 

came in again. 

Pygmy Falcons 

Aptosimum indivisum 
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The next morning we awoke to the sight of … SNOW! With road closures in operation and very slippery dirt 

roads, we opted to stay on tarmac once we had attempted the lovely Akkerendam Nature Reserve. Here we 

performed some snow-birding and the bird seen was Karoo Scrub Robin. Bokmakierie, Namaqua Warbler, 

Pale Chanting Goshawk and a melanistic Black Springbuck gave us some enjoyment for a while and we also 

found a red Colchicum next to the road. A quick stop was made outside Nieuwoudtville to photograph 

Ludwig’s Bustards in decent light where it 

appeared the males were lekking out in the open 

field. Next stop was south of Clanwilliam at 

Paleisheuwel. We had clear skies and a Protea 

Canary feeding rather quietly right next to our 

lunch-stop. Fairy and Fiscal Flycatchers, Cape 

Sugarbird and Bar-throated Apalis made for a great 

lunch break. The delicate Melasphaerula ramosa 

plants were flowering on the cliffs near a large fig 

tree. The wet agricultural lands en route to Ceres 

were good for masses of Southern Red Bishop, 

Cape Shoveler, Red-billed Teal and more Blue 

Crane, and we even found the ‘tropical’ White-

backed Duck on a quite well-vegetated farm dam.  

 

The dreaded final day dawned and we made our way through the flooded landscape to do some final birding 

at the worthwhile Paarl Bird Sanctuary. We found around 40 species within an hour, ranging from both 

flamingo species to a glut of swallows and ducklings: Cape Shoveler (10) and Cape Teal (13) had a full 

house of ducklings. Black Sawwing and Greater 

Striped and White-throated Swallows flew about and 

Swee Waxbill and Cape Canary fed on the lawn 

grasses. We added African Black Duck and more Great 

White Pelican and found our target Water Thick-knee 

eventually – 16 birds in all, with some calling and 

active and others typically cryptic. The last reptile of 

the trip was a Marsh Terrapin, which appeared to be 

battling in the cold weather. En route to the airport we 

found low-flying Alpine Swift and glimpsed the 

season’s first returning Yellow-billed Kites. 

 

We’d enjoyed 14 days touring through splendid countryside, seeing fantastic birds and wildlife, and all of 

this in good company. I hope to see some great shots from the unnamed 800mm lens! 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC List of Please cite: Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2006. 

Birds of the World: Recommended English Names, version 2.5, Princeton NJ: Princeton University 

Press. 

 

Key: (E) = Endemic to southern Africa; (NE) = Near-endemic to southern Africa; (BE) = Breeding 

Endemic (southern Africa is defined as the area south of the Cunene and Zambezi Rivers). 

 

Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park – KTP; West Coast National Park – WCNP 

Karoo birding amidst some unexpected snow 

Melanistic Springbok 
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Total species recorded: 250 
 

Ostrich  Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

Wild Ostrich were encountered in Cape Point, WCNP and in KTP.  
NOTE: IOC now considers Common Ostrich and Somali Ostrich S. molybdophanes of dry East Africa, two distinct 

species. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

Seen on all the days in the Western Cape. 

 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Grey-winged Francolin (E) Scleroptila afra 

Seen well in WCNP and heard at other sites. 

Cape Spurfowl (Francolin) (E) Pternistis capensis 

Very common on all the days in the Western Cape. 

 

Ducks & Geese  Anatidae 
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

The odd large dark bird that distracted! Seen regularly throughout the trip in the Western Cape. 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 

Very common and seen on almost all days of the tour. 

South African Shelduck (E) Tadorna cana 

Seen on the West Coast and near Calvinia. 

Cape Teal Anas capensis 

This species was seen well at numerous sites, esp. on the West coast and Paarl (with young). 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 

Seen on most days in the wetter Western Cape. 

Cape Shoveler (NE) Anas smithii 

Recorded at Strandfontein WCNP and Paarl Bird Sanctuary (with young). 

Red-billed Teal (Duck) Anas erythrorhyncha 

Seen at Strandfontein and Paarl Bird Sanctuary most notably. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Red-billed Duck. 
Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 

Winter flocks seen at Strandfontein. 

Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa 

Seen only near the salt pans in Velddrif. 

 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 
African Penguin (E) Spheniscus demersus 

This endangered species was observed at close quarters at Stony Point. 

 

Albatrosses Diomedeidae 
Shy Albatross Thallasarche cauta 

Seen offshore from Stony Point. 

 

Petrels, Shearwaters  Procellariidae 
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 

Not seen well off the Cape Point lookouts. 
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Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe (Dabchick) Tachybaptus ruficollis 

We saw good numbers of this species at Strandfontein, WCNP, Ceres and Paarl. 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

Seen at Strandfontein, Ceres and Paarl. 

Black-necked (Eared) Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 

Good numbers seen at Strandfontein and Paarl.. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Eared Grebe. 
 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 

Seen at Strandfontein, WCNP, Velddrif and even in the Tanqua Karoo. 

Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor 

Seen only at the salt works in Velddrif. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus  

Seen on almost every day of the tour. 

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

This ubiquitous plant was seen on every day of the tour except the full day in Kalahari. 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 

Seen well at Strandfontein. 

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 

Seen twice on the West Coast and again at Paarl.  

 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Seen on most of the days in the South Western Cape. 
NOTE: The IOC splits Cattle Egret into 2 species, the nominate form Western Cattle Egret and the Asian/Australasian 

Eastern Cattle Egret E. coromanda. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Recorded at widely scattered wetland localities throughout the tour. 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

A terrestrial species encountered at many localities on the trip. 

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

Seen on the Orange River near Keimoes. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

Seen briefly at Velorenvlei 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

This species was encountered widely within the Western Cape. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

These massive piscivores were seen well on a few occasions, esp. the big flock in Elgin. 

 

Gannets & Boobies  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet (BE) Morus capensis 

We had flight views of this species at Cape Point, Stony Point and off the West coast. 
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Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 

Seen widely at freshwater localities. 
 NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Long-tailed Cormorant. 
Crowned Cormorant (E) Phalacrocorax coronatus 

This marine species was seen well at Stony Point and on the West Coast. 

Bank Cormorant (E) Phalacrocorax neglectus 

Breeding birds seen well at Stony Point. 

White-breasted (Great) Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Seen on many occasions in the Western Cape. 
NOTE: The IOC splits the white-breasted African subspecies into a full species from the widely distributed Great 

Cormorant P. carbo. Clements does not accept this split. 
Cape Cormorant (BE) Phalacrocorax capensis 

Huge flocks were seen off Cape Point, breeding birds at Stony Point and also off the West Coast. 

 

Anhingas  Anhingidae 
African Darter Anhinga melanogaster 

This handsome anhinga was seen well at Strandfontein and on the Orange River. 

 

Secretarybird  Sagittaridae 
Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 

A highly sought-after species – eventually seen well in the KTP. 

 

Kites, Hawks, Eagles & Vultures  Accipitridae  
Black-winged (shouldered) Kite Elanus caeruleus 

Seen roadside quite regularly, but less common than usual. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Black-shouldered Kite. 

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 

Seen by some from the vehicle en route to the airport on final day. 
NOTE: This species has recently been split from the Palaearctic migrant Black Kite Milvus migrans. 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

This iconic African species called for us on the Orange River at Augrabies. 

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos trachyliotus 

A pair and later single of this massive species seen in woodland south of KTP. 

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

One sighting only of around 10 birds south of the KTP. 

African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 

Seen briefly at Velornevlei and strangely nowhere else. 

Black Harrier (E) Circus maurus 

Numerous sightings of this endemic in one day in the WCNP. 

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 

One pair seen gliding above us at the Hantam NBG. 

Pale Chanting Goshawk (NE) Melierax canorus 

Seen daily in the latter half of the tour with the first good view had of an individual on a fence post 

near Aggenys. 

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 

An adult and a juvenile were seen in the KTP.  
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Melierax.  

Jackal Buzzard (E) Buteo rufofuscus 

This distinctive raptor was seen on five separate days on the tour. 

Forest Buzzard (E) Buteo trizonatus 
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Single bird perched high on plantation edge in Elgin. 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

This large brown eagle was seen on each of the three days we spent in the KTP. 
NOTE: The nominate form African Tawny Eagle A. r. rapax may be split from the Asian Tawny Eagle A. r. vindhiana, 

although this is not done by IOC nor Clements. 

Verreaux’s Eagle Aquila verreauxii 

This striking eagle was seen on several occasions during the tour. 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 

Pale phase birds were seen on 4 days on tour. 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

Seen east of Springbok on a large electricity pylon and superbly along the Aoub River near the 

Dune Rd in KTP. 

 

Falcons & Kestrels  Falconidae 
Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus 

Voted the bird of the trip! A morning sighting of a female bobbing in front of two males will be 

remembered for a long time. 

 Rock (Eurasian) Kestrel Falco rupicolus 

This common raptor was seen on almost every day on the tour. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Eurasian Kestrel F. tinnunculus. The IOC splits Rock Kestrel F. 

rupicolus, which was the taxa we observed. 
Greater Kestrel  Falco rupicoloides 

First viewed on the Knersvlakte at a nest. Several others were seen in the latter half of the trip.  

Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera 

This dashing falcon was seen on two days within the KTP.  

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 

A bird was seen incubating on a cliff face at the Nieuwoudtville waterfall. This species was also 

recorded at Augrabies, the KTP and just south of Calvinia. 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

A pair seen circling near the lookouts at Cape Point. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 
Ludwig's Bustard (NE) Neotis ludwigii 

Nice flocks seen around Nieuwoudtville especially and a few in Bushmanland. 

Karoo Korhaan (E) Eupodotis vigorsii 

2 sightings around Calvinia. 

Southern Black Korhaan (E) Afrotis afra 

Great views of male birds were had just outside Langebaan and within the WCNP. 

Northern Black Korhaan (NE) Afrotis afraoides 

Both male and female seen very well on the dune road in KTP. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
African (Purple) Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Seen very well at Strandfontein and briefly at Paarl BS. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Seen on farm dams and waste water treatment works a few times. 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 

Seen on several wetlands in the Western Cape. 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 
Blue Crane (E) Anthropoides paradiseus 
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South Africa national bird was seen on the West Coast near the small Tienie Versveld Nature 

Reserve and in numbers around the Hantam NBG. 

 

Thick-knees & Stone-Curlews  Burhinidae 
Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 

Possible nesting birds seen on the West Coast and in KTP. 

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

A group of 16 seen on the last day at Paarl Bird Sanctuary. 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopodidae 
African Oystercatcher (NE) Haematopus moquini 

Seen well at Cape Point and on the West Coast. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Recorded at various localities throughout the Western Cape. 

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

Best viewing on the beach at Cape Point with a few other localised sightings. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 

Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus armatus 

Common and seen throughout except in the most arid areas. 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

A few seen on the West Coast. 

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 

Nice flocks seen in Velddrif and other sites on the West Coast. 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

Seen well in Cape Point and especially at Augrabies. 

Chestnut-banded Plover  Charadrius pallidus 

Superb viewing of numerous of these sometimes scarce birds at the salt works near Velddrif. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

Single bird seen near ‘Eve’s footprints’ site in WCNP. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Recorded in Velddrif. 

Little Stint Calidris minuta 

Seen at the salt works in Velddrif. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

A singleton seen at Strandfontein. 

 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers  Laridae 

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 

Seen daily in the Western Cape. 
NOTE: Recent work suggests that the Kelp Gull complex L. dominicanus may be split into as many as four species. The 

African form we observed has been proposed as Cape Gull L. vetula, although this is not accepted by IOC. 

Hartlaub's Gull (E) Larus hartlaubii 

Common along the coast and seen daily along the coast in the Western Cape. 

Grey-headed(hooded) Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

A very smart breeding bird seen at the mouth of the Berg River at Laaiplek. 
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Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 

Seen very well at Velddrif and St. Helena peninsula especially. 

Swift (Great Crested) Tern Sterna bergii 

Seen well and regularly on all days at the coast. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Thalasseus. 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

Small flock seen on the West coast 

Antarctic Tern Sterna vittata 

One bird seen well with a few others tucked away in tern roost on west coast. 

 

Skuas  Stercorariidae 
Brown (Subantarctic) Skua Stercorarius antarcticus 

Seen from the shore at Stony Point. 

 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclidae 

Namaqua Sandgrouse (NE) Pterocles namaqua 

This wonderfully vocal species was seen in good numbers in the KTP but was also encountered in a 

few places around Springbok and in Bushmanland. 

Burchell’s Sandgrouse (NE) Pterocles burchelli 

Good numbers drinking alongside the more abundant Namaquas at Leeuwdril waterhole in the 

KTP. Seemed to be belly-wetting unlike the Namaquas. 

 

Doves & Pigeons  Columbidae 

Common (Rock) Pigeon Columba livia 

Seen in almost all towns en route. 

Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea 

A very smart species seen every day on tour. 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 

Commonly seen around Cape Town and other well wooded areas of the Western Cape. 

Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 

Seen in a variety of habitat throughout the tour. 

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

Seen almost daily. 

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 

Non-existent until the Kalahari where it was plentiful. 

 

Turacos Musophagidae 
Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor 

Two birds seen well in Camel thorn woodland on the Auob Riverbed. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Cape Eagle-Owl Bubo capensis 

One found perched on a rock in the early dawn in the Augrabies game drive area.  

Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 

Excellent views in Kirstenbosch, roadside near Cape Point and an exciting flyby on the night drive 

in KTP. 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus 

One bird seen on its nest on a Sociable Weaver nest north of Twee Rivieren and then a superb pair 

also around a nest to the south. 

Southern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis granti 
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One bird found in woodland along the Auob River – a very exciting find. 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

Seen in Twee Rivieren and very well again along the Auob River. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 

African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

This treeswift-like bird was only seen around the camp at Augrabies. 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 

Some sensational viewing of this large swift, esp. on the West Coast, Augrabies and Paarl. 

Little Swift Apus affinis 

Seen at various sites in small flocks. 

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 

This intra-African migrant was only recorded at Augrabies. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
 

Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus  

Seen very well in sun-bathing posture in Harold Porter NBG. 

White-backed Mousebird (NE) Colius colius 

These fascinating birds were seen on all days once out of the Cape Town area. 

Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 

Not as common as expected, but some good viewing eventually in the arid areas. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudata 

Another tour favourite with the prime sighting being a very exaggerated rolling bird in Kalahari 

woodland. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Malachite Kingfisher    Corythornis cristatus 

One very obliging bird seen near Velddrif saltworks. 

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

A handsome male was watched on the Orange River at Kakamas. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

Seen a few times, on the West Coast especially. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus 

Super birds seen well in Augrabies and briefly in KTP. 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 

African (Eurasian) Hoopoe Upupa africana 

Heard a numerous sites and seen well in Springbok. 
NOTE: The Hoopoe complex has had a confusing taxonomic history, with one to four species being recognized by 

various authorities. Clements splits the group into two forms, Madagascar U. marginalis and Eurasian U. epops. The 

white-winged African forms are often split by other authorities as West African Hoopoe U. senegalensis with the fourth 

species being African Hoopoe U. africana (which we recorded). However, the most generally accepted treatment is that 

of three species, Madagascar, Eurasian and African. 

 

Woodhoopoes  Phoeniculidae 

Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 
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Seen well at Augrabies and at very close quarters along the Aoub River. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 

Seen regularly in loose flocks in Kalahari woodland, both south of and in the KTP.  

 

Barbets  Capitonidae 

Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 

Seen well from Goegap NR to the KTP. 

 

Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 
Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 

A single bird was seen roadside along the Aoub River. 

Ground Woodpecker Geocolaptes olivaceus 

A few of these tricky birds seen in the scope upslope in the Kogelberg 

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

Seen well in woodland at Augrabies. 

 

Wattle-eyes & Batises  Platysteiridae 
Pririt Batis (NE) Batis pririt 

A pair seen in Augrabies. 

 

Bush-shrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 

Bokmakierie (NE) Telophorus zeylonus 

The song enchanted us and we saw this species well at various sites. 

Southern Boubou (E) Laniarius ferrugineus 

Seen on the first three days, esp. well in Harold Porter NBG. 

Crimson-breasted Shrike (NE) Laniarius atrococcineus 

Another tour favourite, seen extremely well in the KTP. 
 NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Crimson-breasted Gonolek. 
Brubru Nilaus afer 

Seen nicely at Augrabies. 
NOTE: This previously monotypic genus might be split 4 ways: Northern Brubru N. afer, Black-browed Brubru N. 

nigritemporalis, Angola Brubru N. affinis and Southern Brubru N. brubru. Only the Southern Brubru occurs in southern 

Africa. IOC does not accept these splits. 
 

Shrikes  Laniidae 

Southern (Common) Fiscal Lanius collaris 

A very common bird seen on almost every day of the tour. The nominate was seen through most of 

the tour but the arid race L. c. subcoronatus, with the broad white supercilium, was seen in the KTP 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

Common in the Kalahari and seen in the Kogelberg. 

 

Crows  Corvidae 

Cape Crow  Corvus capensis 

Seen only a handful of times in the Hantam and KTP. 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

Roadside special that was seen on all days except one. 
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White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 

This more mountainous bird was seen well in the Western Cape. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Cape Rockjumper (E) Chaetops frenatus 

Superb viewing of an active male bird in the Kogelberg. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (E) Stenostira scita 

Another tour favourite seen well at Goegap and also Augrabies. 

 

Tits  Paridae 
Ashy Tit (NE) Parus cinerascens 

Seen along the Auob River. 

Grey Tit (E) Parus afer 

Heard a lot and eventually seen in Goegap NR. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 

Cape Clapper Lark (E) Mirafra apiata 

Seen and heard displaying in the Hantam NBG. 

Fawn-coloured Lark Calendulauda africanoides 

Seen roadside south of the KTP. 

Karoo Long-billed Lark (E) Certhilauda subcoronata 

Excellent views of calling birds in Augrabies and north of Calvinia. 

Karoo Lark (E) Certhilauda albescens 

Displaying birds seen well in Goegap NR. 

Red Lark (E) Certhilauda burra 

This large lark was eventually seen at the Koa Dunes west of Pofadder. 

Spike-heeled Lark  Chersomanes albofasciata 

Birds near a nest in the Hantam and also a family group north of Calvinia. 

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 

Seen well at numerous sites. 

Large-billed Lark (E) Galerida magnirostris 

Displaying birds seen very well, esp. on the West coast and in the Hantam NBG.  

Stark’s Lark Spizocorys starki 

Seen well entering Bushmanland east of Springbok. 

Black-eared Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix australis 

Numerous birds seen in flight entering Bushmanland east of Springbok. 

Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark (NE) Eremopterix verticalis 

Seen first near Aggenys and then on route to Augrabies. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 

African Red-eyed Bulbul (NE) Pycnonotus nigricans 

Common in the arid regions on tour. 

Cape Bulbul (E) Pycnonotus capensis 

Common in the fynbos and strandveld in first half of tour. 

Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 

Heard and seen well at Kirstenbosch. Heard in Harold Porter. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
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Black Sawwing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

Brief sightings around Cape Town and also Paarl BS. 

Brown-throated (Plain) Martin Riparia paludicola 

A widespread species seen at many sites during the tour. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Plain Martin. 
Banded Martin Riparia cincta 

A few tricky sightings on the West Coast.  

White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 

A stunning ‘water’ swallow seen particularly well at Velddrif. 

Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

A common and widespread species seen on almost every day of the trip. 
NOTE: This confusing polytypic complex is being reviewed for multi-species splitting. Within African populations, 3 

potential species exist. The southern African nominate form H. f. fuligula remains Rock Martin, northern populations 

would become Red-throated Rock Martin H. pusilla. Palaearctic birds become Pale Crag Martin H. obsoleta. 

Greater Striped Swallow (BE) Cecropis cucullata 

Seen right at the end of tour along the Aoub River, Calvinia and Paarl BS. 

 

Crombecs, African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird (E) Sphenoeacus afer 

Superb viewing at Cape Point and in the Kogelberg. 

Long-billed (Cape) Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 

Heard a lot and viewed well in Augrabies and around Calvinia. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Cape Crombec. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae  
Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

Seen well at Strandfontein and the West Coast. 

African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 

Very vocal and visible birds at Augrabies. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 
Little Rush (African Bush) Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 

Seen displaying at Strandfontein and heard on the West Coast. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Grey-backed Cisticola (NE) Cisticola subruficapilla 

A common bird seen in the height of breeding season for the first half of the tour. 

Levaillant’s Cisticola  Cisticola tinniens 

This wetland cisticola was seen at Strandfontein and in the WCNP. 

Cloud Cisticola Cisticola textrix 

Seen displaying at Tienie Versveld Nature Reserve. 

Rufous-eared Warbler (E) Malcorus pectoralis 

Heard a lot and eventually seen north of Calvinia. 

Black-chested Prinia (NE) Prinia flavicans 

Seen in Bushmanland and the Kalahari. 

Karoo Prinia (E) Prinia maculosa 

Seen daily in the Western Cape. 

Namaqua Warbler (E)  Phragmacia substriata 

Heard a lot in arid area and twice seen well around Calvinia. 

Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 

A vocal pair seen in WCNP. 
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Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis 

A nice surprise along the Auob River. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylvidae 
Chestnut(Rufous)-vented Warbler Parisoma subcaeruleum 

Heard a lot (frustratingly) on the West Coast and seen well in the Kalahari.  
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Rufous-vented Warbler. 

Layard’s Warbler (E) Parisoma layardi 

Seen well on the trails at Goegap NR. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Cape White-eye (E) Zosterops capensis 

Seen regularly throughout the Western Cape. 

Orange River White-eye (E) Zosterops pallidus 

Common at Augrabies and also found along the Auob River. 

 

Sugarbirds  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E) Promerops cafer 

This fynbos endemic was seen in Kirstenbosch and the Kogelberg. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 

Common (European) Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

This alien species was commonly seen throughout the Western Cape. 

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 

Only one sighting in a farm field around Graafwater in the north of the West Coast. 

Cape (Glossy) Starling Lamprotornis nitens 

A tour favourite seen well in Augrabies and the KTP. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Cape Glossy-Starling. 

(African) Pied Starling (E) Spreo bicolour 

This endemic was regular along the West Coast to Namaqualand. 

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

Common in the right habitat, esp. in the Western Cape. 

Pale-winged Starling (NE) Onychognathus nabouroup 

Common and replacing the above in the arid mountainous regions, esp. Augrabies. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsipsirupa 

Seen very well in Twee Rivieren and along the Aoub River. 
NOTE: Ethiopian Thrush P. l. simensis is considered a distinct species by several authorities. 
Olive Thrush (E) Turdus olivaceus 

A forest-woodland species seen in Kirstenbosch and Harold Porter NBG. 

Karoo Thrush (E) Turdus smithii 

The arid form of the above seen well in Nieuwoudtville and even as far as the Auob river. 

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 

A ‘common delight’ seen on most days except in the far north. 

Kalahari Scrub Robin (NE) Cercotrichas paena 

Only seen on full day in KTP. 

Karoo Scrub Robin (N) Cercotrichas coryphaeus 
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Common birds seen throughout, even in Twee Rivieren in the KTP. 

African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

Several roadside on tour, but finally viewed well around Calvinia. 
NOTE: Clements recognizes the split of African S. torquatus and Common S. rubicola Stonechats (the latter a 

Palaearctic species), which is not followed by all authorities. Further splitting may occur in both groups including the 
highland Ethiopian form S. t. albofasciata that may become Ethiopian Stonechat. 
Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 

Superb viewing in the Hantam and Goegap where one was nest-building in the Whistling Rat 

colony. 

Mountain Wheatear (NE) Oenanthe monticola 

Seen in rocky environments, esp. Goegap NR. 

Karoo Chat (NE) Cercomela schlegelii 

Good viewing was had in Goegap and north of Calvinia. 

Tractrac Chat (NE) Cercomela tractrac 

Found north of Calvinia. 

Sickle-wing[ed] Chat (RE) Emarginata sinuata 

Seen well on the West Coast. 

Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris 

The common chat seen in all different habitats on tour. 

Ant-eating (Southern Anteater) Chat (NE) Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Seen well in the Hantam NBG and Namaqualand. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Southern Anteater-Chat. 

Cape Rock Thrush (E) Monticola rupestris 

Fantastic viewing in various parts of the Kogelberg. 

Chat Flycatcher (NE) Bradornis infuscatus 

A ‘deceptive’ bird which was viewed well in Namaqualand and the Kalahari. 

Marico Flycatcher (NE) Bradornis mariquensis 

Common in the Kalahari only. 

Fiscal Flycatcher (E) Sigelus silens 

Seen in Harold Porter and en route to Ceres. 

African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 

Superb viewing in Kirstenbosch and heard in Harold Porter NBG. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E) Anthobaphes violacea 

A tour favourite seen on the Cape Peninsula and in the Kogelberg. 

Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 

Another tour favourite – seen in a number of widespread localities. 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E) Cinnyris chalybeus 

A very common sunbird seen through the trip except for Bushmanland and Kalahari. 

Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 

Pair not seen by all in woodland on the Auob River. 

Dusky Sunbird (NE) Cinnyris fusca 

Common in the arid regions from Springbok to the KTP. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 

Common in the Kalahari, and seen on the three days we were in this habitat. 

Sociable Weaver (E) Philetairus socius 

This species and there impressive nests were seen throughout Bushmanland and the Kalahari. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Social Weaver. 
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House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Seen on almost every day of the tour, even in remote locations near habitation. 

Cape Sparrow (NE) Passer melanurus 

Handsome birds seen almost daily in a variety of habitat. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer diffusus 

Recorded in Hantam NBG and Kgalagadi Lodge 
NOTE: The Grey-headed Sparrow complex P. griseus has been split into five full species with the most southerly 

African form being classified as P. diffusus. 

 

Weavers & Widowbirds  Ploceidae 
Scaly-feathered Weaver (Finch) (NE) Sporopipes squamifrons 

Good viewing at Kgalagadi Lodge and around the KTP. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Scaly Weaver. 
Cape Weaver (E) Ploceus capensis 

A very active bird seen well throughout the time in the Western Cape. 

Southern Masked Weaver  Ploceus velatus 

Seen almost daily. 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

A small non-breeding flocks with other small passerines in Augrabies. 

Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 

Seen well in the Western Cape, esp. a breeding colony at Langebaan. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Red Bishop. 
Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 

Numerous sightings throughout the tour. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala 

Numerous flocks seen in and around the KTP. 

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 

A slightly out of range pair seen in the Auob river bed south of the KTP. 

Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatinus 

Seen by Torng only inside Twee Rivieren camp. 

Swee Waxbill (E) Estrilda melanotis 

Excellent viewing at Harold Porter NBG and briefly at Paarl on final day. 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

A widespread species somehow seen well only at Augrabies. 

 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 

Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

A common species seen almost daily in a variety of locations. 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

Seen very well along the Orange River at Augrabies and Keimoes. 

Cape (Orange-throated) Longclaw (E) Macronyx capensis 

Seen only in Tienie Versveld reserve. 

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 

Numerous sightings in the early part of the tour, most notable on the West Coast.  

 

Finches  Fringillidae 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

A localised introduced species. Females seen in Kirstenbosch and Noordhoek. 
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Forest Canary Crithagra scotops 

One flock seen and heard in Kirstenbosch NBG. 

Cape Canary (E) Serinus canicollis 

Seen on a number of days during the tour. 

Yellow Canary (NE) Crithagra flaviventris 

Seen on many days in the arid regions on the tour. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus to the IOC nomenclature, namely: Serinus. 
Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphurata 

Seen at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens and Kogelberg. 

White-throated Canary (NE) Crithagra albogularis 

Seen fairly regularly in arid regions on tour. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus to the IOC nomenclature, namely: Serinus. 

Protea Canary (E) Crithagra leucoptera 

Seen briefly on Van Rhyns Pass and superbly at Paleisheuwel.  

Cape Siskin (E) Crithagra totta 

This fynbos endemic was viewed well at Cape Point and briefly in the Kogelberg 

Black-headed Canary (E) Crithagra alario 

Superb viewing of this nomad in Namaqualand, including the white-headed race leucolaemus. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Lark-like Bunting (RNE) Emberiza impetuani 

Large flocks east of Springbok with numerous other sightings had in the arid regions on tour. 

Cape Bunting (RNE) Emberiza capensis 

Seen daily in the Western Cape up as far as Augrabies. 

  

 

Annotated List of Mammals recorded 
 

Names and taxonomical order of the mammals follow 2007 edition of “Field Guide to Mammals of 

Southern Africa” by Chris and Tilde Stuart; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely 

to appear other popular field guides. 

 

Total species recorded: 31 
  

Squirrels  Sciuridae 

South African Ground Squirrel   Xerus inauris 

Small groups seen in Augrabies and in KTP. 

 

Springhare  Pedetidae 
Springhare Pedetes capensis 

Great viewing of these ‘African kangaroos’ during our night drive in the KTP. 

 

Mole-rats Bathyergidae 
Cape Dune Mole-rat  Bathyergus suillus 

Huge rodent seen foraging in broad daylight outside Cape Point. 

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 

Rock Hyrax (Dassie)     Procavia capensis 

Seen at many locations with great viewing at Stony Point and especially Augrabies. 
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Baboons & Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 

Savanna (Chacma) Baboon    Papio cynocephalus ursinus 

These adaptable animals are widespread and were seen on four different locations. 

Vervet Monkey     Cercopithecus aethiops 

Good viewing of this species at Augrabies. 

 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 
Scrub Hare Lepus saxitilis 

Seen very well on early morning drive in Augrabies. 

 

Rats & Mice  Muridae 
Four-striped Grass Mouse     Rhabdomys pumilio 

Seen on several occasions with our first sighting at Cape Point. 

Brants’s Whistling Rat     Parotomys brantsii 

Superb sighting of them at an active colony in Goegap NR. 

Bush Karoo Rat      Otomys unisulcatus 

Seen by some outside Pofadder. 

 

Dogs & Allies   Canidae 
Cape Fox Vulpes chama 

Seen well on the night drive in the KTP. 

Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis 

Quite a few groups seen well on the night drive in the KTP. 

Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 

Great views of this species were had in the KTP. 

 

Otters, Badger, Weasel, & Polecat  Mustelidae 
Cape Clawless Otter      Aonyx capensis 

Great scope views of a presumed mother and pup playing in the Orange River below one of the 

lookouts at Augrabies FNP. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestidae 

Slender Mongoose     Herpestes sanguinea 

A pair seen sunning themselves in their Sociable Weaver ‘lair’ in KTP. 

Small Grey Mongoose    Galerella pulverulenta 

The most widespread mongoose was seen a few times with the first being in the Kogelberg. 

Yellow Mongoose     Cynictis penicillata 

Seen in the KTP, esp. amongst the ground squirrels. 

Meerkat (Suricate)     Suricata suricatta 

Only one sighting of this incredible mammal – a group active on the road approaching the KTP. 

 

Hyaenas  Hyaenidae 
Brown Hyena Pachycrocuta brunnea 

Extended views of this scarce animal coming down a dune on the night drive in KTP. 

 

Cats  Felidae 

Lion       Panthera leo 

One pride of 8-9 seen resting in the KTP. 
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Horses  Equidae 

Cape Mountain Zebra    Equus zebra zebra 

Seen in the Postberg NR on the West Coast 

Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra   Equus zebra hartmannae 

A small group observed near the Gemsbok in Goegap NR (introduced) 

  

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 

Common Eland     Taurotragus oryx 

Observed in Cape Point, the WCNP, Goegap and dead ones in KTP. 

Gemsbok                                                                    Oryx gazelle 

The ‘classic antelope’ was seen well in especially Goegap and in the KTP.  

Blue Wildebeest     Connochaetes taurinus 

Seen well in the KTP. 

Red Hartebeest     Alcelaphus buselaphus 

Just a handful seen in the KTP. 

Bontebok (E) Damaliscus dorcas dorcas 

This very smart Cape subspecies was seen on three days in the Western Cape. 

Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 

Only one sighting despite the rocky countryside. A group of 3 on the mountainside near the Koa 

Dunes. 

Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis 

South Africa’s National mammal, was seen well in the KTP as well as Goegap and the WCNP 

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris   

A number of sightings with great views in the KTP. 

 

Pleated Whales  Balaenopteridae 
Southern Right Whale Lissodelphis peronii 

Mother and calf seen off Stony Point 

 

Seals  Otariidae 
Cape Fur Seal Arctocephalus pusillus 

Seen along the False Bay shoreline and one in Stony Point itself. 

 

 

Annotated List of Reptiles recorded 
 

Note: Names and taxonomical order of the reptiles follow that of “A Guide to the reptiles of 

Southern Africa” by Graham Alexander and Johan Marais.  

 

Total species recorded: 14 
 

Land Tortoises  Testudinidae 
Angulate Tortoise (E) Chersina angulate 

Seen on a few occasions in the Western Cape. 

 

Side-necked Terrapins Pelomedusidae 
Marsh Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa 

Large female seen at Paarl Bird Sanctuary – appeared to be struggling in the cold weather. 
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Vipers Viperidae 
Many-horned Adder (E)  Bitis cornuta 

Incredible sighting of a typically irascible individual on the gravel plains in Goegap NR. 

 

Lacertid Lizards Lacertidae 
Spotted Sand Lizard Pedioplanis lineoccellata pulchella 

Seen by some in the rock walkways at Goegap NR 

 

Skinks  Scincidae 
Kalahari Tree Skink Trachylepis spilogaster 

Seen at the entrance to Spioenkop NR on a very windy day and in KTP. 

Red-sided Skink Trachylepis homalocephala 

Seen by some at Stony Point 

Variegated Skink Trachylepis variegate 

Seen well in the rock garden at Goegap NR. 

Western Rock Skink Trachylepis sulcata 

Seen well in Goegap NR. 

 

Girdled Lizards & Relatives  Cordylidae 
Cape Girdled Lizard (E) Cordylus cordylus 

Excellent viewing at Stony Point 

Karoo Girdled Lizard (E) Cordylus polyzonus 

The dark form of these large prehistoric lizards were seen on the granite rocks in WCNP. 

Augrabies Flat Lizard (E) Platysaurus broadleyi 

These spectacularly beautiful lizards occur at high densities around the Augrabies waterfall. 

 

Geckos Gekkonidae 
Bibron’s Tubercled Gecko Condrodactylus bibronii 

Seen at lights in Augrabies rest camp 

Common Barking Gecko (E) Ptenopus garrulous 

Not seen, but heard during the day and an incredible chorus on the night drive in KTP. 

 

Agamas  Agamidae 
Southern Spiny Agama (E) Agama hispida 

One highly camouflaged individual at Tienie Versveld Nature Reserve. 

Southern Rock Agama (E) Agama atra 

Seen well at numerous sites like Stony Point and Goegap NR. 
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