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Tour Summary 
 
Our inaugural trip to Central and Eastern Europe was very successful and thoroughly enjoyable! 
Highlights were many and included magnificent displaying Great Bustards, the conservation status 
of which is classed as vulnerable, yet we saw them in both Hungary and Austria, where the 
population is very small. We had an unexpected encounter with a male Western Capercaillie and 
had great looks at a Eurasian Eagle-Owl with two chicks – understandably voted bird of the trip. 
We saw nine out of ten possible woodpeckers including White-backed, the rarest in Europe, with 
only Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker eluding us. Other highlights included a very late Greater 
White-fronted Goose, good numbers of the rare Ferruginous Duck, Common Goldeneye with cute 
piebald ducklings, several Black Storks, a rare sighting of a Glossy Ibis at Hortobagy, Pygmy 
Cormorants, numerous raptors including nine huge White-tailed Eagles, two Eastern Imperial 
Eagles, a Long-legged Buzzard, a pair of Saker Falcons with three chicks, and good numbers of 
Red-footed Falcons. Four late Common Cranes were 
seen at Hortobagy, 20 wader species included several 
late migrants, Little and Mediterranean Gulls are always 
nice to see and we saw good numbers of the latter. A 
splash of colour was added by plenty of European 
Rollers, Eurasian Bee-eaters, a few Eurasian Hoopoes 
and good numbers of Red-backed Shrikes. European 
Crested Tit, Eurasian Penduline Tit and Bearded 
Reedling all performed superbly and 18 warbler species 
were logged, the only missing species being Aquatic 
Warbler as not one singing male had been found in 
Hungary this year. Of the other warblers we had great 
looks at many, but perhaps most memorable were 
Western Bonelli’s Warbler, Moustached Warbler, 
Savi’s and Common Grasshopper Warbler, and a really 
obliging pair of Barred Warblers. Thanks to local 
birders we scored two male Ring Ouzels in Austria, saw 
a pair of White-spotted Bluethroats at Hortobagy, and 
who can forget the dapper male Collared Flycatchers in 
the Czech Republic? We didn’t ignore the other wildlife 
that we encountered and paid particular attention to the 
region’s butterflies, recording at least 26 species. For 
more highlights and a detailed report, read on …… 
 
Our tour commenced in a rainy Vienna on time and as we made our way towards the Alps the 
weather got worse. We quickly decided to forego any roadside stops and made our way directly to 
our hotel, where we were treated to hot coffee (or tea) and some fabulous warm apple strudel, the 
signature dish of Austria. By mid-afternoon the rain had eased so we made our way up the valley 
above Puchberg into rich meadows and mixed coniferous and deciduous woodland. We soon started 
to see common birds such as Mistle Thrush and Yellowhammer and also found our first 
woodpeckers of the tour, a pair of Green Woodpeckers. A female Red-backed Shrike was ‘scoped’ 
and a singing Marsh Warbler stayed well hidden, allowing just a couple of the group the briefest of 
views. 
 
The following morning we were up early and returned to the woods above Puchberg. It was a lot 
more active and we quickly added Great-spotted and Grey-headed Woodpecker to the woodpecker 

Bearded Reedling by Niels Poul Dreyer
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list. We also had great views of a pair of Marsh Tits and a pair of striking Firecrests, but a calling 
Brambling refused to give itself up. A Dunnock was enticed into view but proved to be the only one 
of the tour and a Grey Wagtail gave superb views as it fed in a small stream. After a hearty 
breakfast we set off in search of two of our hardest targets of the tour, the rare White-backed 
Woodpecker and Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker. Our destination was a pine forest to the west of 
our accommodation and as soon as we arrived at our chosen spot we picked up the only flock of 
Common Crossbills that we encountered on the tour, whilst a singing Tree Pipit performed its 
parachuting display flight. Continuing along the path to the sound of calling Common Cuckoos we 
found the first of several singing Bonelli’s Warblers, which was a relief as this was the only place 
we were likely to see them. We hadn’t been in the forest too long before we found one of our 
primary targets, a pair of White-backed Woodpeckers, and we were then treated to many good 
views of them as they circled us with food. In the same area we found a pair of huge Black 
Woodpeckers and they too provided us with great views. The only Peregrine of the tour flew 
overhead just before we came across our first major surprise, a massive male Western Capercaillie 
that erupted from the undergrowth next to the path. In the same area we also saw both Coal and 
European Crested Tits and heard several distant singing Eurasian Wrens. It had been an exciting 
morning but our other target, Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker, eluded us; it seemed that they had 

fledged the nest and left the area. 
 
We then dropped down into a pleasant 
deciduous wooded valley and after 
admiring the Highland Cattle 
(domestic livestock were to become a 
theme throughout the tour), our local 
guide set up our first picnic lunch 
whilst the rest of us got to grips with a 
singing Wood Warbler. After lunch we 
saw more common woodland species 
including Eurasian Sparrowhawk and 
then, in the late afternoon, we set off 
back to our lodgings in Puchberg, en 
route adding an adult and two juvenile 
White-throated Dippers on a fast 
flowing river.  
 

Also staying at Pension Triebl was a relative of the owner who just happened to be a birder and 
knew where we could find Ring Ouzel. Another early start to another set of hills near Puchberg and 
we soon found ourselves in a beautiful subalpine meadow where Tree Pipits and Common Redstarts 
were singing and where a Grey-headed Woodpecker gave great views. After a bit of a walk we 
came to the area where the previous day our birder had seen several Ring Ouzels, but upon our 
arrival we could find none. Rather than give up we pressed on a little further and suddenly, briefly, 
there was a male Ring Ouzel of the alpestris race. Eventually it settled down and we all got views 
of sorts before a second male perched up a little further away, this time allowing scope views. The 
target in the bag, it was then time for another hearty breakfast, which was to be a feature of this 
tour, and then it was time to set course north for the Czech Republic.  
 
It took several hours to reach our destination, the pretty little town of Trebon, and on the way the 
first Golden Orioles of the trip were seen in flight. We arrived in time for lunch and as we set up the 
picnic a pair of Middle-spotted Woodpeckers put in an appearance. After lunch we secured better 

Trebon Town Square by Mark Beevers
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views of the woodpeckers and as we walked along the path by the rather unproductive lake we 
enjoyed great looks at a singing male Common Redstart, several smart looking Collared Flycatchers 
and a family party of Eurasian Nuthatches. Back in the car park we had fun and games trying to get 
everyone on three Short-toed Treecreepers but eventually we succeeded and then it was time to 
make our way to our accommodation for the next couple of nights. After checking in we went to 
some nearby woodland where we had superb views of a singing Garden Warbler and lots of 
mosquitoes! 
 
The whole of day four of the tour was spent in the Trebon Basin Biosphere Reserve, a wonderful 
mosaic of more than 500 man-made Carp Ponds, some dating back several centuries. Our strategy 
was to drive from pond to pond, checking out what was there and then moving on to the next. 
Before we set off though we returned to the woods near our hotel where we had great views of a 
singing Wood Warbler. A Common Cuckoo put on a superb display but the highlight was a 
stunning singing Firecrest that came in really close, allowing stellar views for everyone present. 
 
Before we set off from the hotel a pair of Fieldfare and a singing Lesser Whitethroat were seen and 
then it was time to start working the ponds and woods of the excellent reserve. Our first stop took us 
along a raised path by a lake where we managed good looks at an adult Black-crowned Night 
Heron. Several Collared Flycatchers were also found and we had further views of Middle-spotted 
and Green Woodpeckers, more nuthatches, another Short-toed Treecreeper and distant views of 
both White-tailed Eagle and Eurasian Honey Buzzard. Our next stop was at Lake Velky at Maly 
Tisy where we watched a pair of Eurasian Penduline Tits building their nest out of the seeds of 
bulrushes. A Common Nightingale gave us the run around but we eventually got views of it and a 
male Golden Oriole was also seen. We 
continued to work the lakes and by the 
end of the day had amassed a good list 
of birds including some smart drake 
Garganey, two male, nine female and a 
brood of four Common Goldeneye, a 
couple more White-tailed Eagles, both 
Red and Black Kites, White-winged 
and Black Terns and more Red-backed 
Shrikes. A Black Stork flew overhead 
and then, after much searching, we 
eventually found a male Northern 
Shoveler and a male Red-crested 
Pochard. We then returned to the hotel 
for dinner, after which we ventured out 
for some night birding. We quickly 
connected with a couple of roding 
(displaying) Eurasian Woodcock and 
then our main quarry started to call. We grouped together at a crossroads in the forest just in time 
for the Pygmy Owl to fly in above us. Although quite dark by now, we still had good views and 
returned to the hotel satisfied with our day’s work. 
 
Day five was primarily a travel day as we relocated from Trebon in Bohemia to Mikulov in 
Moravia, the southernmost region of the Czech Republic. The journey was broken up though by a 
visit to some more Carp Ponds. The Jaroslavicke Mybniky Fish Ponds produced our first Syrian 
Woodpeckers, some more Red-crested Pochards, another White-tailed Eagle and a number of 

European Goldfinch by Adam Riley 
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reedbed inhabitants such as Reed, Marsh (heard only) and Sedge Warblers, as well as a pair of Reed 
Buntings carrying food. One of the ponds had been drained and this held an interesting selection of 
passage waders including Common Ringed Plover, Ruff, Dunlin, Greenshank and a couple of Wood 
Sandpipers. We set up our picnic in a nearby village where we had great views of a singing Icterine 
Warbler and then pressed on to Mikulov, where we had another singing Icterine Warbler in the 
hotel grounds. After checking in we ventured out to our Eurasian Eagle-Owl stakeout but the time 
of day was wrong; the birds had clearly been disturbed and were nowhere to be seen, although four 
Hawfinches did put in an appearance. There was nothing else for it; it would have to be an early 
start in the morning. 
 
The following day the entire group assembled at six (isn’t it amazing how the lure of an owl 
persuades everyone to forsake the bedclothes!) and we set off in search of our target. Creeping 
slowly up to the cliff edge we were able to look across to the opposite cliff and there they were, an 
adult Eagle-Owl with two large, yet still fluffy chicks, and awesome views were enjoyed by all. 
Whilst we were enjoying the owls we were also treated to more views of Eurasian Golden Orioles, a 
family party of Long-tailed Tits and two more Hawfinches, but the surprise of the day was 
mammalian when we disturbed a Wild Cat from the rock face. 

 
After breakfast we then went to 
Zamecky Chateau at Lednice, where 
we wandered round the very birdy 
grounds seeing a male Garganey, 16 
Red-crested Pochards, Eurasian Honey 
Buzzard, single pairs of Middle and 
Lesser-spotted Woodpeckers, an 
Icterine Warbler and more Collared 
Flycatchers. The Island in the middle 
of the lake supports a very large 
heronry and provided us with good 
views of four heron species. We then 
crossed the road and birded an area of 
marshland. One of the first birds we 
saw was a dashing Eurasian Hobby 
and we were to see another later in the 
day. We also had prolonged looks at 
the Blue-headed subspecies of Western 

Yellow Wagtail, a Grey-headed Woodpecker and three more Eurasian Golden Orioles, whilst 
overhead we saw Black Stork and Red Kite. In the heat of the afternoon we went to Nove-Mylny 
Reservoir where we heard Eurasian Penduline Tit and River and Savi’s Warbler, but more 
interestingly we saw a Garden Warbler singing like a Barred Warbler, most confusing. A White-
tailed Eagle flew over but it really was too hot to bird so we called it a day and had an early finish. 
 
Day eight saw us travel across three countries, starting off in the Czech Republic, driving through 
Slovakia and entering Hungary by 10:00 hours. Our drive through Slovakia produced another 
Honey Buzzard and a Syrian Woodpecker but little else. However our first stop in Hungary, at the 
Bugyi Gravel Pits, added several species to the trip list including the only Eurasian Stone-curlew 
(Eurasian Thick-knee) of the tour, about 25 Mediterranean Gulls, a couple of Eurasian Bee-eaters 
and our only Collared Pratincole. Nearby on a large expanse of puzsta (grassland) we found a group 
of 11 Great Bustards, which showed well despite being rather distant. We lunched there as a singing 

Eurasian Hobby by Marius Coetzee



RBT Central & Eastern Europe Trip Report 2012  
 

 

 
 

6

Tawny Pipit landed on the road near us only to be flushed almost immediately by a passing car, 
while a Corn Bunting sang its jangling song from a nearby bush. After lunch we continued on our 
way across Kiskunsag, seeing European Roller, Lesser Grey and Red-backed Shrikes amongst other 
common birds, and mid-afternoon landed at the rather quaint Kondor Eco Lodge, set in forest and 
adjacent to Kondor Lake. 
 
After checking in several of us went to the lake, which is seasonal and had almost dried up, where 
we found ten Garganey and a selection of waders including Common Ringed Plover, Ruff, Black-
tailed Godwit and Wood Sandpiper. An adult Eurasian Spoonbill flew over and then our target bird 
came into view, a male Montagu’s Harrier, followed a few minutes later by a second male. A return 
visit to the lake the following morning produced more of the same with additional species such as 
Whiskered Tern, European Roller, Eurasian Hoopoe and Hawfinch. We also had good looks at a 
Red Squirrel in trees next to the lake.  
 
After breakfast we spent the rest of the day exploring the Kiskunsag area. Our first stop produced 
some smart Red-footed Falcons on wires that also held European Bee-eaters, while on the flooded 
meadow were Black-winged Stilts and Whiskered Terns. Another stop gave us more close views of 
European Roller, European Stonechat and Corn Buntings, whilst in the distance a group of three 
Great Bustards landed in the haze. In 
the heat of the day we pulled off the 
road and scanned down the electricity 
pylons and quickly located our quarry, 
a female Saker Falcon with three 
chicks in a nest box. Soon after the 
male delivered a prey item and then he 
flew towards our position. One of the 
main target species was duly added to 
the trip list.  
 
We then lunched by a canal and once 
again found something different, and 
fleeting, which meant that only a few 
of the group managed to see a Little 
Bittern as it flew along the canal 
before diving into the reeds, never to 
be seen again. We next moved on to 
Apaj Fish Ponds, where we had excellent views of Purple Herons, many Ferruginous Ducks and 
Red-crested Pochard, before a pair of Bearded Reedlings put in an appearance, the male of which 
showed absolutely brilliantly; a stunning bird that was well received by the whole group. We 
continued to drive round the ponds and came upon one that had been drained. This held a good 
selection of waders and scanning through a flock of many Dunlin a solitary Curlew Sandpiper was 
picked out, an unexpected addition to the trip list, whilst larger waders on that pool included Pied 
Avocet and Black-winged Stilt. A large gull, which looked like it was about to expire, proved to be 
a Caspian Gull and other birds in the area included Ruff, Red-footed Falcon, European Roller and 
Eurasian Bee-eater, as well as a couple of Eurasian Penduline Tits; and, as we drove back to the 
hotel, we were treated to great looks at a Little Owl – a great end to a great day! 
 
The following day was pretty much a travel day as we made our way eastwards towards Hortobagy. 
Nevertheless we birded as we went and at our first stop in sand dune forest near Fulophaza, we 

Curlew Sandpiper by Jonathan Rossouw 
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found a cooperative Eurasian Wryneck whilst trying to locate a singing Wood Lark that had been 
heard distantly. As we left that area we came across a family party of Northern Wheatears and in a 
small patch of forest found a large group of Long-tailed Tits and had great views of a male Lesser-
spotted Woodpecker. A pair of Montagu’s Harriers was seen before lunch and a small reedbed 
produced three Marsh Warblers, none of which would perch up. As we approached the Hortobagy 
area we picked up another of our target birds, an Eastern Imperial Eagle, which flew high over our 
heads. We then moved on to a small fishpond where we found our first Pygmy Cormorants. Other 
birds seen during the day included Black Stork, Red-footed Falcon, European Roller, Red-backed 
and Lesser Grey Shrikes and Tawny Pipit. Not bad for a travel day! The day wasn’t over though 
and after dinner we tried for a Tawny Owl, which was known to frequent the area of our hotel, but 
got no response – that was, until we all retired for the night. Within five minutes the bird started 
calling right outside our rooms and two of us rushed out to be rewarded with a great view as it sat 
atop a dead tree. The others played it cool and waited until the following evening, when they too 
had good views. 
 
A pre-breakfast walk the next day produced an array of woodland species that we had previously 

seen, but also a pair of Barred 
Warblers, one of which showed very 
well for over ten minutes. We also had 
a fly-over Eurasian Hobby before we 
ventured out to explore the Hortobagy 
area. Our stake out for Long-legged 
Buzzard drew a blank, though we did 
see a male Montagu’s Harrier, a 
couple of Little Owls and several 
Sousliks or European Ground 
Squirrels, the favoured prey item of 
the aforementioned buzzard species. 
We cut our losses and headed to the 
Hortobagy Fish Ponds where we found 
Eurasian Spoonbill, many Ferruginous 
Duck, Black and Whiskered Terns, a 
dozen Bearded Reedlings and finally 
managed to see several Savi’s 

Warblers. A Eurasian Bittern was flushed out of the reeds, giving the briefest of flight views, and 
several calling Water Rails would not be coaxed into view. After lunch it was more of the same, 
although a male Eurasian Wigeon was a bit of a surprise and three Common Shelduck, an immature 
White-tailed Eagle and a male White-spotted Bluethroat were added to the day list. Late in the 
afternoon we met up with a researcher who was the bearer of bad news. One of our major target 
birds was off the menu as this year for the first year ever no Aquatic Warblers had appeared at 
Hortobagy, which has in the recent past held a small population of this endangered species. 
Undaunted we set off across the grassland in search of Common Grasshopper Warbler, which we 
couldn’t find, and it started to look like the day was going to fizzle out. We moved to a different 
area and flushed a Glossy Ibis, a rare bird in Hortobagy, and in the distance we saw Eurasian 
Spoonbill and a party of four Common Cranes. Then our local guide heard the sweet song of a 
Moustached Warbler and the hunt was on. After much work and peering into dense reeds, most 
people managed to get decent views of what the Hungarians call Nightingale Warbler. We returned 
to the Bluethroat as some people missed it first time around and set off back to the hotel, where 
after dinner the Tawny Owl was seen by everyone. 

Long-tailed Tit by David Shackelford
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The following day was another travel day as we headed west towards the Austrian border. 
However, as distances were not too far, we had enough time for some final birding around 
Hortobagy. Before breakfast we worked the area near the hotel and finally got great views of a 
Marsh Warbler singing from the top of a bush. After breakfast we decided to return to the Long-
legged Buzzard stakeout in the northern grasslands of Hortobagy and as soon as we had alighted 
from the vehicle we heard the reeling of a Common Grasshopper Warbler. The scope was quickly 
set up on the bird and everyone managed good views and while we were doing that, our local guide 
found the missing Long-legged Buzzard. Although distant it was clearly identifiable and once 
everyone had seen the bird we changed location for closer and better looks. As we drove westwards 
we picked up many birds that had become familiar to us during our time in Eastern Europe and 
although we couldn’t find any more Saker Falcons, we did score much better views of an 
impressive Eastern Imperial Eagle near Ludas. We then stopped at an unlikely location to search for 
Woodlarks and eventually, as we walked around Hilltop Winery near Tata, we came across not one 
but two singing and displaying birds.  
 
border. Our first port of call was the Hegyko where Middle-spotted Woodpecker, Short-toed 
Treecreeper and several Eurasian Nuthatches kept us entertained. Driving north we crossed the 
border with its now derelict border post and started to bird around an area known as Seewinkel. We 
first stopped at a very productive lake 
where, after careful scanning, an 
immature Great White-fronted Goose 
was picked out, a most unexpected 
sighting. The lake also held dainty first 
year Little Gulls, Mediterranean Gulls 
and a Black Tern. Amongst many Red-
crested Pochards we found a few 
Northern Shovelers and a male 
Garganey, whilst a Eurasian Hobby 
dashed overhead. Great Reed Warblers 
and Marsh Warblers were in good 
voice and we found another pair of 
Eurasian Penduline Tits building a 
nest. We moved on and tried another 
area, which yielded a female 
Montagu’s Harrier, and then a visit to 
the visitor centre gave us the site for 
Kentish Plovers, so that was our next destination. Bingo – there was an extended family with two 
adults, four fledged juveniles and three chicks. We celebrated with our last picnic lunch of the tour 
and then continued to bird the wetlands. Finally we got Eurasian Teal when we found three on a 
small pond that also held Pied Avocet, Kentish Plover and Black-tailed Godwit, before finding 
more waders along a stretch of shoreline that included many more Black-tailed Godwit and Pied 
Avocet, as well as Ruff, Little Stint, Eurasian Spoonbill and two pairs of Common Shelduck, which 
like Common Goldeneye had piebald young. 
 
Having taken our fill of wetland species we relocated to an area of grassland near the village of 
Tadten just inside Austria, where we soon found a group of nine Great Bustards including a 
displaying male. Here we had much closer views and spent a good hour enjoying them before 
deciding to call it a day. However this day wasn’t just about birding. Earlier in this report I 

European Bee-eater by Glen Valentine 
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mentioned that domestic livestock were to become a feature of the tour and whilst in Hungary we 
had admired many herds of Hungarian Grey Cattle, a beautiful and ancient breed that almost 
disappeared in the 1960s. We’d also seen Racka Sheep, a local speciality with spiral shaped horns 
that can grow two feet in length, but today it was the turn of a pig to get our attention and eventually 
we found a herd of strange looking, hairy and very friendly Mangalica Pigs. Equally impressive was 
the small herd of Prezwalski’s Horse, the last surviving subspecies of Wild Horse that formerly 
roamed the steppe along the Mongolia / Chinese border. They have never again been seen in the 
wild, although there is a recent reintroduction scheme in Mongolia and the world population is 
thought to be in the region of 1500. A rare animal indeed! 
 
Our final morning before our flights home saw us again in the Seewinkel area, where a distant 
booming Eurasian Bittern was heard by some, a Purple Heron and a couple of Eurasian Spoonbills 
flew over, and a male Bearded Reedling was in the reedbed. All too soon it was time to head for the 
airport and that was it, the inaugural tour to Central and Eastern Europe was over. During our 
thirteen days we had visited four countries covering about 4000 kilometres, driven through three 
capital cities (Vienna, Bratislava and Budapest) and crossed the mighty River Danube several times. 
Good accommodation and food, great company and many, many quality birds ensured that this tour 
will provide many happy memories for years to come!  
 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 2.8 list of: Gill, F. and Wright, M. Birds of the 
World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. 
 
 
Total species recorded: 190 
 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Western Capercaillie  Tetrao urogallus 
It was a great surprise to flush a stunning male whilst we were searching for Woodpeckers in the 
Hohenberg area of Austria. Our first of eleven write-ins as early as day two of the tour. 
Common Quail.  Coturnix coturnix 
We heard our first at Lednice in the Czech Republic and heard a second as at a roadside stop en 
route to Hortobagy. 
Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus 
A common bird that we recorded on ten dates during the tour with particularly good numbers at 
Hortobagy where we saw a maximum of 30 one day. 
 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Greater White-fronted Goose  Anser albifrons 
A first year bird was found at Seewinkel in Austria, a bonus as this species is a winter visitor to the 
area. 
 
Greylag Goose  Anser anser 
Commonly encountered with records on nine dates. By far the highest numbers were at Seewinkel 
where we logged 1000 or more. 
Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 
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We saw our first as we travelled towards Trebon in the Czech Republic with double-figure counts 
on the following three days in that country including 25 around Lednice. The only other birds were 
a single at Apaj Fish ponds in Hungary and four at Seewinkel in Austria. 
Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 
Our first was a pair at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds in the Czech Republic and these were 
followed by one at Apaj Fish Ponds, three at Hortobagy, 15 plus two broods at Seewinkel and two 
at Seewinkel on our final morning. 
Eurasian Wigeon  Anas Penelope 
We had scope views of a male at Hortobagy Fish Ponds in Hungary, another over-stayer from the 
winter. 
Gadwall  Anas strepera 
We recorded this species on five dates with a high count of 50 in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve in 
the Czech Republic. Our next highest count was 15 at Seewinkel. 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 
This species was seen daily with up to 200 some days. 
Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata 
Our first was a distant male in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve after which we found 15 at Seewinkel. 
Garganey  Anas querquedula 
We recorded this handsome duck on five dates with our first two drakes in the Trebon Biosphere 
Reserve. Thereafter we found another drake asleep at Lednice Chateau Lake, ten at Lake Kondor 
with seven the following morning at the same site and four more at Hortobagy Fish Ponds, the last 
two sites being in Hungary. Our final bird was another drake at Seewinkel. 
Eurasian (Green-winged) Teal  Anas crecca 
After much searching this species finally made it on to the trip list on the penultimate day when 
three were found at Seewinkel. 
Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina 
We worked really hard to find our first bird in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve but the bird was that 
distant that some of the group had great difficulty finding it! Thankfully during the latter part of the 
tour this species became quite common and we saw them on five more dates with a very impressive 
count of 200 at Seewinkel. Another very smart species of wildfowl. 
Common Pochard   Aythya ferina 
This species was seen on five dates with notable counts of 50 in Trebon Biosphere Reserve, 50 at 
Apaj Fish Ponds and 30 at Hortobagy Fish Ponds. 
Ferruginous Duck  Aythya nyroca 
We had excellent looks at up to 25 at Apaj Fish Ponds and 50 at Hortobagy Fish Ponds.  
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 
We only had this species in the Czech Republic were we saw it on three dates with a peak count of 
30 in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 
Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula 
Another species that we only saw in the Czech Republic in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve where we 
found two males and nine females one of which was accompanied by a brood of cute piebald 
ducklings. 
 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe  Trachybaptus ruficollis 
We found six on one small pond in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve but our only other sighting was at 
Lednice Chateau Lake. 
Great Crested Grebe     Podiceps cristatus 
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This common water bird was seen on at least ten dates with a peak count of 30 around Trebon 
Biosphere Reserve. We found birds on nests, feeding their stripy young and also performing their 
head shaking display. 
 

Storks  Ciconiidae 
Black Stork      Ciconia nigra 
We had superb views of one overhead in Trebon Biosphere Reserve with another at Lednice 
Chateau Marshes. Two were seen as we travelled towards Hortobagy and three were seen at 
Hortobagy Fish Ponds.  
White Stork      Ciconia ciconia 
We never came across this species in Austria at the start of the tour but once we entered the Czech 
Republic they became a daily bird for the rest of the tour with double-figure counts most days 
including 50 in the Hortobagy area. We never tired of seeing the many nests on the tops of 
chimneys some of which had small young in. 
 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus 
We saw one at Hortobagy in flight twice, which was very fortunate as this is a rare bird in Hungary. 
Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia 
Our first was an adult that flew over Kondor Lake then we found six at Hortobagy with one there 
the following day. On our first day at Seewinkel we found another and then had two more on our 
last morning. 
 

Herons & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Eurasian Bittern     Botaurus stellaris 
We flushed one as we walked around a fish pond at Hortobagy but the sighting was very brief and 
not everyone managed to see it. Another was heard booming at Seewinkel. 
Little Bittern       Ixobrychus minutus 
One flew past us as we were setting up lunch at Apaj Fish Ponds but not everyone got onto it as the 
sighting was very brief. Another was a leader only sighting at Hortobagy Fish Ponds. 
Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 
A fairly common species that we recorded on seven dates with our first at Trebon and our highest 
count at Lednice Chateau Lake where we saw about 20, although the heronry there actually has 250 
plus breeding pairs! 
Grey Heron       Ardea cineria 
This was another common species once we left Austria with log entries for 11 dates from the 24th. 
By far the highest count was 40 at Apaj Fish Ponds. 
Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 
Ten were found around Apaj Fish Ponds with up to six at Hortobagy Fish Ponds and up to two at 
Seewinkel. 
Great Egret      Ardea alba 
Following 15 around the Trebon Biosphere Reserve we then recorded this species daily during the 
last seven days of the tour with 30 recorded around Hortobagy and 20 around Seewinkel. 
Little Egret       Egretta garzetta 
One was found amongst the herons at Lednice Chateau Lake, two were seen at Apaj Fish Ponds, 
four were found around Hortobagy and one was seen at Seewinkel. 

  
Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 

Great Cormorant     Phalacrocorax carbo 
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Recorded on eight dates during the tour with 100 plus seen at the mixed Heron / Cormorant colony 
at Lednice Chateau Lake. 
Pygmy Cormorant     Phalacrocorax pygmaeus 
We stopped at a small fish pond as we drove towards Hortobagy and found our first four there 
though they all soon took flight. The following day we had about 20 around Hortobagy Fish Ponds 
with one there the day after. 
 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus 
We saw one at Trebon but it was very distant and as such most of the tour participants didn’t count 
it. Fortunately two days later we had two more at Lednice Chateau and everyone got good looks at 
this handsome bird of prey that feeds almost exclusively on wasps nests. 
Red Kite  Milvus milvus 
We saw one during a road side stop in Trebon Biosphere Reserve hunting over a recently cut 
hayfield that also held a Black Kite, which allowed the species to be compared almost side by side. 
Our next was seen as we travelled towards Mikulov in the Czech Republic and our final sighting 
was at Lednice Chateau. 
Black Kite  Milvus migrans 
One shared a field with the above species in Trebon Biosphere Reserve, another was seen the 
following day as we drove towards Mikulov and our third was flying alongside the vehicle as we 
drove along the motorway towards Vienna airport on our last morning. 
White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 
We found three individuals in Trebon Biosphere Reserve, saw another immature at Jaroslavicke 
Rybniky Fish Ponds and two more immatures in the Lednice Chateau area, all in the Czech 
Republic whilst in Hungary we saw three at Hortobagy. 
Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 
We enjoyed many good views of dozens of this species over nine dates with particularly notable 
counts of 100 at Hortobagy and 40 at Seewinkel. 
Montagu’s Harrier  Circus pygargus 
Two males were seen at Kondor Lake, one of which showed rather well. We came across a pair as 
we travelled towards Hortobagy, found a male at Hortobagy and saw our final bird, a female at 
Seewinkel. 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 
One was seen briefly at Hohenberg in Austria with another in the hills above Puchberg, also in 
Austria, whilst our final sighting was a female in Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 
Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 
This was the commonest raptor of the tour with daily sightings of up to 30 birds a day and that is 
probably a gross under estimate! 
Long-legged Buzzard  Buteo rufinus 
We went to our stakeout in Hortobagy for this species, which is rare in Hungary but despite much 
scanning we couldn’t find either of the resident pair. Fortunately was had sufficient time to return 
the following morning when we found a very pale headed individual with ease and everyone got 
prolonged ‘scope views of it. 
Eastern Imperial Eagle  Aquila heliacal 
One of the major targets of the tour we had acceptable views of a bird overhead and then drifting 
away at a site on the way to Hortobagy. We had much better views of another adult near Ludas in 
Hungary a couple of days later. 
 

Falcons  Falconidae 
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Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 
This species was seen daily throughout the tour in good numbers with 20 a day at Seewinkel. 
NOTE: Some authorities split this species into Common Kestrel, F. tinnunculus which we observed  and Rock Kestrel, 
F. rupicolis which occurs in Southern Africa. Clements does not as yet recognize this split, while IOC does. 
Red-footed Falcon  Falco vespertinus 
We found ten of these delightful Falcons in the Kiskunsag area of Hungary where we saw both first 
summer and adult males and females allowing comparison of the various guises that this species 
comes in. The following day we found a male as we drove towards Hortobagy and we found three 
more birds during our full day’s tour of the Hortobagy area. 
Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo 
We had two sightings in the Lednice area, two more at Hortobagy and one at Seewinkel. It’s always 
a pleasure to see this fast flying predator. 
Saker Falcon  Falco Cherrug 
Another major target for the tour and another success when we found a female with three young in a 
nest box high up on an electricity pylon. The views were a bit distant but eventually the family was 
joined by the male, which delivered prey and then flew in our direction. 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus 
We had good views of one in the hills above Puchberg in Austria. 
 

Bustards  Otididae 
Great Bustard     Otos tarda 
We saw 11 of these magnificent birds in the Kiskunsag region of Hungary with three more the 
following day but the first birds were quite far off and the second group was even further away. We 
were then treated to a much closer group of nine, which included a displaying male in the Tadten 
area of Austria very close to the Hungarian border. We were fortunate to see the latter group as 
numbers in Austria are very low, perhaps just 1-200 birds. An absolutely awesome bird, yet it only 
made number two in the top ten. How can that be? 

 
Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 

Water Rail      Rallus aquaticus 
We heard three squealing at Hortobagy Fish Ponds but none could be coaxed into view despite 
Gerard’s best efforts. 
Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 
We were told that this was a difficult species to see in Eastern Europe so it was pleasing to see two 
at Lednice Chateau Lake, three at Apaj Fish Ponds, one on the way to Hortobagy and one at 
Seewinkel. 
Eurasian Coot     Fulica atra 
Given that this tour was spending a lot of time in wetlands it was expected that we might see a few 
of this species and indeed we did with log entries for nine dates and an impressive estimate of 1000 
in the Hortobagy area. 
 

Cranes  Gruidae 
Common Crane  Grus grus 
We enjoyed a wonderful if distant sighting of a party of four at Hortobagy. This was somewhat 
fortunate as the species is primarily a winter visitor to the area with very few staying into the 
summer. 
 

Stone-curlews & Thick-knees  Haematopodidae 
Eurasian Stone-curlew    Burhinus oedicnemus 
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We enjoyed good looks at a single bird on an island in a gravel pit near Bugyi, which was found by 
Liz. 
 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae     
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 
We counted 14 birds at Bugyi Gravel Pits and had 30 more at Seewinkel. 
Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 
At Bugyi Gravel Pits we saw 11 whilst at Seewinkel we found 45 on our first visit with one the 
following day in a different area. 
 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 
We recorded small numbers on 11 dates during the tour with a peak count of 100 at Bugyi Gravel 
Pits. 
Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 
First seen at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds where we had six migrants, we then saw one at 
Kondor Lake, two at Apaj Fish Ponds and four at Seewinkel. 
Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius 
We had good views of six at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds, saw ten at Kondor Lake, with six 
there the following morning whilst our last six were at Seewinkel. 
Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus 
We found a total of ten in the Seewinkel area which included a pair with fledged young and a 
second brood of small young. 
 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola 
We had four good sightings probably involving two birds roding (display flight) at dusk in the 
Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 
Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 
We heard one at Kondor Lake but couldn’t locate it unfortunately. 
Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa 
We had one at Kondor Lake, 20 at Apaj Fish Ponds and an impressive 160 at Seewinkel, most if not 
all were in breeding plumage. 
Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata 
We saw two and heard more at Apaj Fish Ponds, then saw two more at Hortobagy with three at 
Seewinkel. 
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 
We saw a passage bird at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds. 
Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 
The most common wader on the trip after Northern Lapwing with log entries for six dates and a 
peak count of 100 from the Apaj Fish Ponds area. 
Little Stint  Calidris minuta 
We found two late passage birds at Seewinkel. 
Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea 
One, which was just coming into breeding plumage, was with the Dunlin flock at Apaj Fish Ponds. 
Dunlin  Calidris alpine 
Our first two were at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds and then we counted a flock of 59, all in 
breeding plumage at Apaj Fish Ponds. 
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 



RBT Central & Eastern Europe Trip Report 2012  
 

 

 
 

15

Two birds were located at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds, with one at Kondor Lake, one at 
Hortobagy and one at Seewinkel. 
Ruff  Philomachus pugnax 
We found eight at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds, and then saw three at Kondor, four at Apaj 
Fish Ponds and three at Seewinkel. All were female types so no dazzling males to drool over. 
 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 
Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola 
We were very fortunate to find one in flight at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds. This proved 
surprisingly to be the only one of the tour. 
 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers  Laridae 
Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Commonly encountered on ten dates during the tour with peak daily counts of several hundred. 
Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus 
We found five of these dainty gulls on a pool at Seewinkel, all of which were first summer birds. 
Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 
We found a breeding colony holding about 25 adults and second summer birds at Bugyi Gravel Pits 
and then found six more on the same small pool as the Little Gulls at Seewinkel. One of the 
smartest looking gulls in Europe if not the world, at least in my opinion. 
Caspian Gull  Larus cachinnans 
We had good views of two at Nove-Mlyny Reservoir near Mikulov and then found another Apaj 
Fish Ponds, all were second or third winter birds. 
Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis 
This species was the common, default big gull during the tour with sightings on eight dates 
including 200 at Apaj Fish Ponds. 
Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 
We saw good numbers of this species with 50 in Trebon Biosphere Reserve with two there the 
following day, 50 at a colony at Nove-Mlyny Reservoir where they had small young, 100 plus at 
Bugyi Gravel Pits again with many small young, ten at Apaj Fish Ponds and 30 at Seewinkel. 
Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida 
We had good views of a pair at Kondor Lake with another 20 the same day at a roadside pool as we 
drove round the Kiskunsag area. We saw ten more at Hortobagy and our final two at Seewinkel. 
White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus 
We were lucky to see two adults at Trebon Biosphere Reserve as this year was not a good year for 
this species in the Czech Republic. 
Black Tern  Chlidonias niger 
Our first two were accompanying the above White-winged Terns after which we found 11 at 
Hortobagy and two at Seewinkel. 
 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
Common Pigeon  Columba livia 
Small numbers were recorded in larger towns and cities on a daily basis. 
Stock Dove  Columba oenas 
We heard this species about Puchberg and six were seen whilst travelling from Trebon to Mikulov, 
although not everyone saw these. 
Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 
Small numbers were seen daily in throughout the tour. 
European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur 
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We didn’t see any during the first three days of the tour but then as we moved further east we saw 
up to 15 a day and heard them purring (singing). 
Collared Dove  Streptopleia decaocto 
We failed to see this species on our first day because of the bad weather but after that many were 
recorded daily in every town and village. 
 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 
We recorded this species daily during the tour with up to five a day seen on six dates the rest being 
heard only. Some gave some superb views which were appreciated by everyone. 
 

Owls  Strigidae 
Eurasian Eagle-Owl  Bubo bubo 
We tried our stakeout near Mikulov during the late afternoon but came away disappointed as the 
birds had been disturbed and moved into deep cover. The following morning we returned to the site 
early and were rewarded with great looks at a female with two large, fluffy young. Needless to say 
this helped this species to the number one bird of the trip, ahead of the magnificent Great Bustard. 
Tawny Owl  Strix aluco 
We tried for this species on our first night at Hortobagy but it didn’t respond and we all retired for 
the night only for it to start calling outside the rooms five minutes after we had gone to bed. A 
couple of us went out and had great looks at it and the following night after dinner the rest of the 
group caught up with it. 
Eurasian Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium passerinum 
We had good views of one in woodland near our hotel at Trebon although it was almost dark by the 
time we managed to locate it. Nevertheless it performed admirably for the whole group. 
Little Owl  Athene noctua 
We found one as were drove around the Kiskunsag area and two as we drove round Hortobagy, one 
of which allowed prolonged views and many photographs to be taken.  
 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Common Swift  Apus apus 
Up to 30 were seen daily during the first seven days of the tour. 

 
Rollers  Coraciidae  

European Roller     Coracias garrulus 
A total of 23 individuals were logged over a four day period in the Kiskunsag and Hortobagy areas 
of Hungary with peak day counts of 11 and ten. It’s amazing that such a riot of colour never made it 
into the top ten! 
 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster 
We heard our first at Mikulov but had to wait until Bugyi Gravel Pits before we connected with our 
first two and then those were only brief. Luckily as we toured the Kiskunsag area they were quite 
prominent as the perched on wires and we logged about 15 for the day, many of which gave great 
views. We found another pair as we drove towards Hortobagy and then visited a breeding colony at 
Hortobagy where we had excellent close looks at 20 or so individuals. 
 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
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Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops 
We saw one or two on four out of the six days that we were in Hungary and heard a couple on each 
of the days that we didn’t see this species. Always a pleasure to see this species. 
 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla 
We had superb views of one in sandy dune forest near Fulophaza in Hungary (near Kondor Lake) 
where another was also heard calling. 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor 
One of the leaders heard one calling at Trebon, we saw two males and a female at Lednice Chateau, 
obtaining some brilliant views of them and then saw another male near Fulophaza, where we again 
had super views. 
Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius 
Our first pair was found whilst setting up our picnic at Trebon and the following day we found two 
more in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve. We found four more around Lednice Chateau grounds and 
had our final sighting at Hegyko Chateau in Hungary on our penultimate day. 
White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos 
Another species of Woodpecker that provided us with great views. We found a pair at Hohenberg, 
west of Puchberg and duly bagged Europe’s rarest species of Woodpecker.  
Syrian Woodpecker  Dendrocopos syriacus 
We had great looks at a pair at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds where it was thought we also saw a 
hybrid Syrian / Great Spotted Woodpecker and we heard another at Seewinkel. 
Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 
This was the commonest black and white Woodpecker with sightings on 11 dates when up to six 
birds were seen. 
Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius 
We saw one above Puchberg on our first day and then had a very showy pair at the White-backed 
Woodpecker site the following day. We then had a female whilst travelling towards Trebon and saw 
another next day in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve. Our last record was of a calling bird at 
Hortobagy. 
European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridus 
We saw one and heard another above Puchberg on our first two days and had another in woodland 
near our hotel in Trebon. We found two more in the Lednice area, heard another as we travelled 
towards Hortobagy with a final sighting of one at Seewinkel. 
Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus 
Our first were a pair in the hills above Puchberg with another the following day whilst were trying 
to find Ring Ouzel. We heard one at Lake Rozmberk as we traveled towards Mikulov and saw our 
last at Lednice Marshes.  
 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio 
We had a good sighting of a female above Puchberg and found three more in the Trebon Biosphere 
Reserve but then from the 27th May we saw this species daily with up to ten a day noted. 
Refreshingly common in Hungary in particular. 
Lesser Grey Shrike  Lanius minor 
We had some good views of this species over five of the six days that we were in Hungary where 
we logged up to ten a day. 
 

Orioles  Oriolidae 
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Golden Oriole     Oriolus oriolus 
We recorded this species on ten dates during the tour with up to ten a day. Although they were quite 
common getting a decent view was difficult as they prefer the canopy but eventually most if not all 
managed to get ‘scope views. 
 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 
Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 
A fairly regular bird with up to six a day noted over eight dates and some of these showed very 
well. One of the better looking corvids that we encountered. 
Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica 
Seen almost daily (11 dates) throughout the trip with peak numbers of 40 in the Kiskunsag area. 
Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula 
Seen virtually daily (11 dates) with peak numbers of thirty in the Trebon Biosphere area. 
Rook  Corvus frugilegus 
We enjoyed good sightings of many birds daily from day five of the tour and recorded 100 in the 
Kiskunsag area and 200 the following day as we travelled towards Hortobagy. 
Carrion Crow  Corvus corone 
The western counterpart of the species below we saw up to 20 during the first five days of our tour 
in Austria and the Czech Republic. There is a narrow band around the Trebon area where this and 
the below hybridize and we saw several individuals with mixed characteristics.  
Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix 
Following singles in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve we then saw this species daily whilst in 
Hungary with up to 40 in the Kiskunsag area.  
Northern Raven  Corvus corax 
We saw one at Hohenberg west of Puchberg and then found four in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 

 
Tits, Chickadees  Paridae 

Marsh Tit      Poecile palustris 
Three were seen in forest above Puchberg with one the following afternoon in woods near our 
Trebon Hotel with a pair in the same woodland the day after. This species prefers mature broad-
leaved woodland whereas the next species has a liking for pines.  
Willow Tit      Poecile montanus 
We found a pair at Hohenberg west of Puchberg in conifer forest. 
Coal Tit      Periparus ater 
We had good views of a few during the first four days with up to ten a day in Austria and the 
Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 
European Crested Tit    Lophophanes cristatus 
We had excellent looks at four of this delightful species in the Hohenberg area of Austria. 
Great Tit      Parus major 
A common bird seen on all bar the last morning with up to 20 a day recorded. 
Eurasian Blue Tit     Cyanistes caeruleus 
This species was far scarcer than I anticipated it would be but we still saw half a dozen in the 
Trebon Biosphere Reserve, with two at Lednice Chateau and one near Fulophaza. 
 

Penduline Tits Remizidae 
Penduline Tit      Remiz pendulinus 
We saw our first pair building their intricate nest at Lake Velky a Maly Tisy in the Trebon 
Biosphere Reserve after which we recorded this species on six more dates although they were more 



RBT Central & Eastern Europe Trip Report 2012  
 

 

 
 

19

often heard rather than seen. We found two more nests and one male showed incredibly closely at 
Nove-Mlyny Reservoir.  
 

Bearded Reedling  Parunidae 
Bearded Reedling     Panurus biarmicus 
Three, including a male that showed remarkably well, were seen at Apaj Fish Ponds, ten were seen 
at Hortobagy Fish Ponds and a male was seen in flight at Seewinkel.  
 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Crested Lark  Galerida cristata 
Up to ten a day were seen daily on the last seven days of the tour both in Hungary and around 
Seewinkel. 
Wood Lark  Lullula arborea 
A bird was heard singing distantly in the sand dune forest near Fulophaza but only by one of the 
tour leaders so all were pleased when Gerard took us to a vineyard in western Hungary where after 
a bit of searching we managed to located not one but two singing and displaying birds.  
Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis 
Small numbers were on ten dates during the tour, most of which were singing but we never really 
managed a decent view of one as they were always high in the sky. 
 

Swallows, Martins  Hirundinidae 
Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)  Riparia riparia 
We had ten at Bugyi Gravel Pits, ten the following day at Apaj Fish Ponds, two at Hortobagy Fish 
Ponds and 20 whilst travelling towards Hegyko in western Hungary. 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 
Seen daily, in small numbers with a peak count of 50 in Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 
NOTE: This cosmopolitan species complex may be split based on the Old World nominate form and its congeners which 
would become Eurasian Swallow H. rustica and the New World Barn Swallow H. erythrogaster. Further splitting within 
the group may also be done e.g. the distinctive H. r. savignii which breeds in the Nile Valley and would be named 
Egyptian Swallow. We only recorded representatives of the Palaearctic migrant Barn/Eurasian Swallow. Neither IOC 
nor Clements recognize any of these splits. 
Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum 
Another species that we recorded daily during the tour with a maximum count of 30.  
 

Bushtits  Aegithalidae 
Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 
We observed a party of six near Mikulov and found another during a birding stop whilst travelling 
the following day. In the sand dune forest near Fulophaza we encountered a flock, probably made 
up of two families, numbering 20 plus and we heard some at Hortobagy the following day. 
 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 
We saw one in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve and heard others at Lednice Chateau and as we drove 
through Slovakia. Surprisingly scarce I thought though that could be due to the time of the year, i.e. 
that the birds had stopped singing to concentrate on the breeding effort. 
Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 
We heard this species on all bar one date and managed to see one occasionally. 
NOTE: Most authorities including (IOC and Clements) have split the Chiffchaff complex into 4 full species. 
Western Bonelli’s Warbler  Phylloscopus bonelli 
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We had six birds at Hohenberg and eventually secured good views of this species at the only site 
that we could expect it. 
Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
We had good views of one at Hohenberg and again in woodland near our hotel at Trebon. We also 
heard a second male singing its distinctive song at Hohenberg. 
 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
We had great views of our first at a small roadside pond near a place called Boratice as we drove 
towards Mikulov but then we recorded the species daily with count of ten at Apaj Fish Ponds and 
eight at Seewinkel.  
Moustached Warbler  Acrocephalus melanopogon 
Although on the checklist the singing male that we saw at Hortobagy was a real bonus as the 
species is difficult to get to grips with. Even then not everybody saw the bird as it was deep in tall 
reeds and viewing was awkward to say the least. Nevertheless everyone heard its song and can now 
see why the Hungarians call this species the Nightingale Warbler.  
Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
We had great looks at our first in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve and subsequently went on to record 
up to four over nine dates during the latter half of the tour. 
Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
These denizens of dense reeds actually caused us some trouble but eventually everyone got to see 
on and we recorded up to four over five dates and heard many more. 
Marsh Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris 
A couple of people managed to get to grips with one in a dense bush above Puchberg after which 
we heard birds at several sites as we went on our way. At one roadside pond as we drove towards 
Hortobagy we saw three in a small patch of reeds but never got one perched. Frustration was 
starting to set in when finally we saw one singing out in the open, allowing prolonged ‘scope views, 
near our hotel at Hortobagy. 
Icterine Warbler  Hippolais icterina 
We found our first as we were setting up our lunchtime picnic in a village near Jaroslavicke 
Rybniky Fish Ponds and another was at the back of our Hotel in Mikulov. The following day the 
hotel bird was still present and we also saw birds at Lednice Marshes and Nove-Mlyny Reservoir 
with more birds heard singing on five other dates during the latter half of the tour. 
 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 
Common Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia 
Try as we might we could not locate one at our stakeout at Hortobagy and it looked like we had 
dipped this bird. Then the following morning when we returned to the Long-legged Buzzard site at 
Hortobagy we heard one reeling (as its song is called) as soon as we got out of the vehicle and 
everyone got ‘scope views of what can be a skulking species. 
River Warbler  Locustella fluviatilis 
We heard our first in Trebon but could not get close to it as it was on the other side of a river. Our 
next was also heard as we travelled between Trebon and Mikulov but we finally managed to find a 
close one singing at Nove-Mlyny Reservoir. Finding it was the easy bit, actually seeing it proved far 
more difficult as it was singing from dense cover (as they usually do). Even so a couple of the group 
did manage to get tickable views. 
Savi’s Warbler  Locustella luscinioides 
We heard this species on four dates at Nove-Mlyny Reservoir, Apaj Fish Ponds and at Seewinkel 
but on each occasion we couldn’t see into the reeds to see them or they were too distant. At 
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Hortobagy Fish Ponds however tower hides meant that getting views was much easier and we saw 
about ten on our visit there. 
 

Sylviid Babblers, Parrotbills  Sylviidae 
Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 
This was a commonly heard Warbler on all but our last day and we regularly saw both males with 
their black caps and females with their chestnut caps throughout the tour. 
Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin 
We had fantastic views of a singing male in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve on our first day there 
and heard another singing there the following day. We saw another at Nove-Mlyny, which although 
it was singing more like a Barred Warbler really was this species. 
Barred Warbler  Sylvia nisoria 
We were treated to great looks at a pair of these hefty warblers near our hotel at Hortobagy. 
Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca 
We saw or heard this species on six dates during the tour but our outstanding views were had at the 
minaret at Lednice Chateau where we had a bird immediately above our heads pouring out its 
rattling song. 
Common Whitethroat   Sylvia communis 
We had one at a roadside stop in Trebon Biosphere Reserve though it took some pinning down as it 
was very flighty. We saw a female somewhere as we drove through the Kiskunsag area and heard 
birds singing on two other dates. 

 
Goldcrests, Kinglets  Regulidae 

Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 
We thought that we’d done well when we had a cooperative pair in woodland above Puchberg but 
then we had an absolutely stunning encounter with a singing male in woodland near our hotel at 
Trebon. A beautiful little bird. 
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus 
We saw a singing male at Hohenberg and heard birds on two more dates at the start of the tour. 
 

Wrens  Troglodytidae 
Eurasian (Winter) Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 
We heard three singing in the Hohenberg area and one the following day at Trebon but none would 
respond to tape. So much more skulking on the continent than they are in the UK. 
 

Nuthatches  Sittidae 
Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea 
We had great views of four at Trebon with ten the following day in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 
Ten were also present at Lednice Chateau and six were in the grounds of Hegyko Chateau on the 
Austrian / Hungarian border. 

 
Treecreepers  Certhiidae 

Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris 
We had great views of one at Hohenberg and heard another calling in the same area. 
Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla 
We saw three in Trebon, four in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve, one at Hegyko Chateau grounds 
and we heard another at Lednice Chateau. 
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Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 
Another common bird that we recorded almost daily apart from when we were in subalpine Austria 
with 100 or more noted on several dates. 
 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus 
Grateful thanks to Herr Triebl who took us to a site near Puchberg where he had seen several the 
day before. After a bit of searching we eventually found two males of the alpestris race and were 
treated to one singing. 
Common Blackbird  Turdus merula 
Another common species with up to 50 a day recorded during the tour. 
Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris 
We saw about ten as we drove around the Trebon Biosphere Reserve and even had two in the hotel 
garden there. 
Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos 
Small numbers of this spotted thrush were seen daily throughout the tour. 
Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 
We had superb views of several above Puchberg and also saw this species in the Trebon Biosphere 
Reserve.  
 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
European Robin  Erithacus rubecula 
We recorded this species on seven dates during the tour and although we saw a total of nine they 
didn’t give themselves up easily. 
Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica 
We had cracking views of a male of the white-spotted form at Hortobagy and brief views of his 
mate in flight only. 
Common Nightingale   Luscinia megarhynchos 
We saw one at Lednice Marshes, which took some pulling in and heard many on eight dates after 
then. 
Black Redstart.  Phoenicurus ochruros 
Another species that we saw daily with peak count of 20 in the Hortobagy area. A common bird of 
towns and villages, nevertheless the males are a smart bird to look at. 
Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Small numbers were seen on seven dates with perhaps our most showy birds being males at Trebon 
and in the garden of Kondor Lodge. 
European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 
We recorded this species on nine dates but it was most common in Hungary where we saw up to 20 
a day. 
Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 
Up to four a day were seen on five dates as we travelled through Hungary. 
NOTE: The North-West African race may be split off as Black-throated Wheatear O. seebohmi (although this is not yet 
ratified by the IOC). The Palaearctic migrant forms which we recorded would remain within the nominate group. 
Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata 
Recorded on seven dates during the tour, usually one or two but with eight logged for Lednice 
Chateau. 
Collared Flycatcher  Ficedula albicollis 
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This smart little Flycatcher was seen exceptionally well at Trebon, in the Trebon Biosphere Reserve 
and at Lednice Chateau. 
 

Dippers  Cinclidae 
White-throated Dipper    Cinclus cinclus 
An adult and two juveniles were seen on a fast flowing river as we drove back to Puchberg on our 
second day. 

 
Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 
Small numbers were seen daily in the towns and villages. 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow    Passer montanus 
Small numbers were seen daily with larger counts of up to 100 in the Kiskunsag and Hortobagy 
areas of Hungary. 
 

Accentors  Prunellidae 
Dunnock      Prunella modularis 
We saw a singing male in woodland above Puchberg, surprisingly the only one of the tour. 
 

Wagtails, Pipits  Motacillidae 
Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava 
Recorded on seven dates during the latter half of the tour with up to 40 logged for our full day in 
Hortobagy. The birds seen were all of the race flava or Blue-headed Wagtail. 
Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 
Only logged in Austria during the first three days of the tour, where we had incredible views of up 
to three birds in the hills above Puchberg. 
White Wagtail  Motacilla alba 
Small numbers, up to 40, were seen daily throughout the tour. 
Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris 
Our first was singing and landed on the road briefly, until flushed by a car, as we watched our first 
Great Bustards in the Kiskunsag. We saw one in the Heves Grasslands in Hungary and another at 
Hortobagy. 
Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis 
We enjoyed good views of up to ten in the Hohenberg area with three above Puchberg the following 
day and we heard birds singing at Kondor Lake on the two days that we were there. 
 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 
As the name implies a common Finch with up to 20 a day commonly recorded. 
Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla 
This handsome species was heard only in the woodlands above Puchberg, we just couldn’t pick it 
up as it called from the tops of the trees. 
European Serin.   Serinus serinus   
A common village bird that was recorded on 11 dates although it took a while for everyone to get of 
view of one initially. Eventually excellent views were had by all and then typically one was singing 
from rooftop aerials as we took a pre-dinner drink outside a bar in Mikulov. Sometimes you can try 
too hard for a bird! 
European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris 
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Up to ten were seen daily throughout the trip. 
Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus 
We heard one calling above Puchberg but couldn’t nail it. 
European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 
Small numbers, up to 30, were seen daily throughout the tour. 
Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina 
We had good views of two in the garden of our Trebon hotel and saw four more in the Trebon area 
the same day. Then up to three were seen on the last four days of the tour in the Hortobagy and 
Seewinkel areas. 
Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra 
We had good views of a flock of six in the Hohenberg area as they used their strangely adapted bills 
to feed on the seeds within Larch cones. 
Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
This stunning species was seen in small numbers daily on day’s two to four of the tour in the 
Puchberg and Trebon areas with a peak count of eight in the Puchberg / Hohenberg area. 
Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Our first four were at the Eagle Owl site near Mikulov where we also saw three the following 
morning. We had ‘scope views of two at Kondor Lake and saw our last near Fulophaza the 
following day. 
 

Buntings, New World Sparrows  Emberizidae 
Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra 
Only seen in Hungary where we saw up to 20 a day over five dates. 
Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella 
We recorded up to six a day of this bright yellow species whose song can be transcribed as “a little 
bit of bread and no cheese”. 
Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus 
Small numbers were seen daily on seven dates with a peak count of six at Hortobagy. We mainly 
saw singing males but did have a pair carrying food at Jaroslavicke Rybniky Fish Ponds. 
 
 

Annotated List of Mammals recorded  
 
Note: Names and taxonomical order of the land mammals follow that of “Mammals of the world, a checklist” by 
Andrew Duff and Ann Lawson. 
 
Total species recorded: 9 
 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 
European (Brown) Hare  Lepus europaeus 
A commonly encountered mammal with up to six seen over ten dates. 
 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Eurasian Red Squirrel   Sciurus vulgaris 
Our first was a dead one seen as we were driving but we had great views of one at Kondor Lake 
with another the following day in the sand dune forest near Fulophaza. 
European Souslik  Spermophilus citelus 
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We had great looks at about ten near the Long-legged Buzzard site in Hortobagy with one there the 
following day. Hardly surprising that we saw them there as they are the main prey of Long-legged 
Buzzard. 
 

Cats  Felidae 
Wild Cat  Felis silvestris 
We saw one with an injured leg near Mikulov but its injury didn’t slow it down and it made a swift 
exit. Nevertheless the most unexpected mammal on the trip. 

 
Dogs & Allies  Canidae 

Red Fox      Vulpes vulpes 
We saw two in the Hortobagy area but unfortunately like many other species we recorded four more 
were road kills. 
 

Otters, Weasels & Badgers  Mustelidae 
Beech Marten     Martes foina 
It was a great shame that the only one we saw was dead at the side of the road just after we had 
crossed into the Czech Republic. A smart looking mammal.  
 

Hedgehogs  Erinaceidae 
Eastern Hedgehog  Erinaceus concolor 
We saw two of these spiny mammals but both were additions to our ever growing road kill list. 
 

Shrew-moles, Moles & Desmans  Talpidae 
European Mole     Talpa europaea 
Another species for the road kill list we saw a dead one at Seewinkel. 
 

Deer & Allies  Cervidae 
Fallow Deer  Dama dama 
We saw one as we were driving through Slovakia but whether it was wild or not is open to question 
as the area it was in was fenced off. 
Western Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus 
Up to eight a day were seen throughout the tour. 
 

Reptiles and Amphibians 
Grass Snake  Natrix natrix 
We found a dead female at Tadten in Austria 
European Pond Terrapin  Emys orbicularis 
We saw two of this near-threatened species at Apaj Fish Ponds and another at Hortobagy Fish Ponds. 
Edible Frog      Pelaphylax kl. esculentus 
We had good looks at two in Trebon Biosphere Reserve. This is a hybrid between Marsh Frog and Pool 
Frog. 
Marsh Frog      Pelaphylax ridibundus 
We heard this species calling quite often. 
Fire-bellied Toad     Bombina bombina 
We heard this species calling quite often. 
Green Toad      Bufo viridis 
We found a dead one outside our hotel at Hortobagy 
Sand Lizard      Lacerta agilis 
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We found one in the Dune Forest near Fulophaza. 
Green Lizard      Lacerta viridis 
We found a male of this colourful species in the garden of the Kondor Lodge. 

 
Annotated List of Butterflies recorded  
 
Note: Names and taxonomical order of the butterflies follow that of “Collins Butterfly Guide, the most complete guide 
to the butterflies of Britain and Europe” by Tom Tolman and Richard Lewington. 
 
Below is a list of butterflies recorded all bar two species of which were photographed to confirm 
identification. 
 

Total species recorded: 26 
 

Paplionidae 
Swallowtail  Papilio machaon 
We found one in Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 

 
Pieridae 

Large White      Pieris brassicae 
Commonly recorded on the tour. 
Green-veined White     Artogeia napi 
Commonly recorded on the tour. 
Orangetip      Anthocharis cardamines 
We recorded this species in Austria. 
Brimstone      Gonepteryx rhamni 
We recorded this species in Austria. 
 

Lycaeidae 
Black Hairstreak     Satyrium pruni 
One was seen at Lednice Marshes. 
Large Copper      Lycaena dispar 
We saw several at the Hortobagy Long-legged Buzzard site. 
Little Blue      Cupido minimus 
Small numbers were seen in Austria. 
Common Blue      Polyommatus Icarus 
Commonly recorded on the tour. 
 

Riodinidae 
Duke of Burgundy Fritillary    Hamearis lucinia 
Only recorded in Austria. 

 
Nymphalidae 

Peacock      Inachis io 
Occasionally recorded during the tour. 
Small Tortoiseshell      Aglais urticae 
Occasionally recorded during the tour. 
Red Admiral      Vanessa atalanta 
Occasionally recorded during the tour. 
Painted Lady      Vanessa cardui 
Recorded in Slovakia. 
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Cardinal      Argynnis Pandora 
Recorded in the Kondor area of Hungary and in the sand forest near Fulophaza. 
Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary   Clossiana selene 
Only recorded in Austria. 
 

Satyridae 
Meadow Brown     Maniola jurtina 
Seen in the grasslands around Seewinkel. 
Small Heath      Coenonympha pamphilus 
Commonly recorded throughout the tour. 
Chestnut Heath     Coenonympha glycerion    
This species was identified in the Kondor area.   
Speckled Wood     Parage aegeria 
Occasionally recorded on the tour. 
Wall Brown      Lasiommata megera 
Recorded in Trebon Biosphere Reserve. 
Large Wall Brown     Lasiommata maera 
Two were seen in the grounds of our Trebon Hotel. 
 

Hesperiidae 
Grizzled Skipper     Pyrgus malvae 
One was seen at a café in Seewinkel. 
Dingy Skipper      Erynnis tages 
Only recorded in Austria. 
Chequered Skipper     Carterocephalus palaeomon 
Recorded occasionally during the tour. 
Essex Skipper      Thymelicus lineola 
Recorded near Fulophaza. 
 

Annotated List of Dragonflies and Damselflies recorded  
 
Note: Names and taxonomical order of the dragonflies and damselflies follow that of “Field Guide to the Dragonflies of 
Britain and Europe” by Klaas-Douwe B Dijkstra and illustrated by Richard Lewington. 
 
Below is a list of dragonflies and damselflies recorded all bar one species of which were photographed to 
confirm identification. 
 

Total species recorded: 6 
 

Calopterygidae 
Beautiful Demoiselle     Calopteryx  virgo 
We had a male at the pool near Boratice where we saw our first Great Reed Warbler and a female was 
photographed at Lednice Marshes. 

 
 Coenagrionidae 

Common Bluetail (Blue-tailed Damselfly)  Ischnura elegans 
We encountered this common damselfly regularly during the tour. 
Common Bluet (Common Blue Damselfly)  Enallagma cyathigerum 
A commonly seen damselfly during the tour. 
Azure Bluet (Damselfly)    Coenagrion puella 
Another commonly seen species during the tour. 
Blue Featherleg (White-legged Damselfly)  Platycnemis pennipes 
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One was photographed at Lednice Marshes. 
 

Libellulidae 
Black-tailed Skimmer     Orthetrum cancellatum 
Regularly seen during the tour. 
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