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Tour Participants: Robert Cox, Rosanne Dawson, Jon Dunn, David Howe, Paul Ippolito, Amy 

Levengood, Robert Moore, Pamela Reid, Sophia Selivanoff, Alfred Serfas, Robert Sprague, John 

Thomas, Allan Wellby  

Top 10 Tour of Colombia Highlights (as voted by participants):  

1. Andean Cock-of-the-Rock 

2. Buffy Helmetcrest 

3. White-capped Tanager 

4. Crimson-mantled Woodpecker 

5. Western Striped Manakin 

6. Colombian Screech Owl 

7. Chestnut-crowned Antpitta 

8. Toucan Barbet 

9. Hooded Antpitta 

10. Andean Motmot 

Top 10 of Santa Marta Extension:  

1. Santa Marta Screech Owl 

2. Santa Marta Parakeet 

3. Black-fronted Wood Quail 

4. Black-backed Thornbill 

5. Santa Marta Woodstar 

6. Santa Marta Rufous Antpitta 

7. Golden-winged Sparrow 

8. Vermilion Cardinal 

9. Black-headed Tanager 

10. Yellow-backed Oriole 

Tour Intro 

Colombia has relatively recently returned to the radar of birders worldwide. For nearly 4 

decades Colombia suffered corruption, internal strife, the death and displacement of countless 

Colombian nationals. Shipping, commerce, and economic growth were shadows of thought in 

those days, much less the development and growth of tourism, conservation, or expansion of the 

regional and national parks. In the past 15 years, much has changed.  

Nearly all the municipalities that were previously controlled by the Fuerzas Armadas 

Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) or the Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional (ELN) have been 

recovered by the National Armed Forces. Commerce between provinces and shipping lanes 

resumed function after a campaign against the rebel forces has enjoyed continued success. 

Finally, an expanding economy selling anthracite, flowers, and oil to nations around the world, 

Black-fronted Wood Quail by Jon Dunn 
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was allowed to flourish. Hydroelectric dams were built and 

power was sold to neighboring Ecuador and Venezuela. 

Colombian consumerist businesses including restaurants and 

clothing stores were franchised abroad. As a progressive 

nation, and aspiring role model in South America, Colombia 

began to “go green”.  

Colombia banned smoking in public areas, including 

buses, trains, and taxis. Conservation organizations such as 

ProAves began receiving national press and praise. The 

system of Parques Naturales Nacionales (PNNs) was given 

additional funding to improve the quality of land 

management. The Ministerio de Turismo was revamped and 

allotted major funding to spread the word: Colombia is back, 

economically, and naturally. A variety of bird tour operators 

began excursions to Colombia in 2007. The tourism board 

took notice, and in 2009 threw a gala for, and invited in, 

birding agencies looking to operate in Colombia. Two years 

later, Colombia’s ProExport organization commissioned the first-ever birding site guide for the 

country, which they premiered in September, 2011, at the world’s largest birding event – 

BirdFair UK.  

Colombia is definitely on the radar now. With four major mountain ranges, two coasts, 

and the most complex topography of any country on the continent, Colombia ties Peru for the 

longest list of bird species of any country on the planet. With 79 endemic species, and 

burgeoning infrastructure that allows new access to most, it is not only on the radar, but has 

become a must-visit for any international birder. From the Eastern Andes to the Pacific Slope, 

north to the dry Guajira peninsula, the two tours covered in this report encompassed what 

Colombian Birds and Birding is all about – being unique, diverse, and beautiful all at once.   

 

Santa Marta Pre-Tour Summary 

The Santa Marta region of Colombia is the most 

recognized area of endemism in the Western Hemisphere. This 

volcanic range stands apart from any Andean chain, and is not 

so young in origin. The Santa Marta range is actually very old, 

and its highest peak juts some 5700m above sea level. The 

turquoise waters of the Caribbean splash ashore, a mere 29.6 

miles away. Such proximity to the coast, combined with a 

severe altitudinal gradient, produces unique forms of life 

anywhere it occurs on planet Earth. Add to that the several 

million years of additional, isolated, evolutionary time that the 

Santa Marta mountains own over main Andean mountain 

White-tailed Starfrontlet by Jon Dunn 

Black-backed Thronbill by Jon Dunn 
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chains, and you end up with the highest level of endemism 

anywhere on the planet that is not, in fact, an island. In a 

very real sense, the Santa Marta range is an island of 

evolution that has fascinated biologists for decades. 

Despite regular visitation over those decades, still new 

forms of life are being discovered in this “Lost World”.  

Our extension to the Santa Marta range allowed for 

a little time birding the more widespread habitats of 

coastal mangrove and scrub (though we did set aside a 

little time on the first day), but focused, rather, on 

accessing all biomes possible along the only transect 

through the range: the road to El Dorado, continuing up 

into the National Park, and the literal end-of-the-road.  

Our first morning we allotted time for birding the 

mangrove at Isla Salamanca, marshes and scrub of Las 

Palmeras, and other coastal habitats en route to Minca. Our 

first stop was a known roosting-site of Critically 

Endangered, endemic, Chestnut-winged Chachalaca. We arrived pre-dawn, to enjoy the sounds 

of life stirring as our first full day of birding began. We heard the raucous calls of our target 

begin their day, just as the sky was beginning to gray. Several Chachalacas spent time in full 

view, before they climbed down and disappeared for the day. Two Crested Bobwhite wandering 

out into the road, and a Spot-breasted Woodpecker, were nice bonuses to kick off the tour! We 

piled into the van to make our way to Isla Salamanca, and the first of many specialized habitats 

we would bird over the upcoming days.  

Upon our arrival at Parque Nacional Natural Salamanca, we obtained great views of 

Bicolored Conebill (odd form, disjunct from nominate, 

which inhabitants river island of the Orinoco and Amazon 

Basins), noisy Panama Flycatcher, dainty Chestnut 

Piculets, Northern Scrub Flycatcher, and numerous 

migrants. Our main goal here was the highly-localized 

Sapphire-bellied Hummingbird. The search was short-

lived, when, after but a few minutes watching the only 

blooming plant around, up popped the hummingbird! Great 

views of disputing males, and a shy female, were had by 

all. Our next stop was at a little-known (but now 

mandatory) stop called Las Palmeras. This dirt road goes 

through some unique habitat, and marshes, which offer up 

species not seen elsewhere on this extension. Just 30 

seconds after exiting the vehicle, we were looking at our 

first, and only, Stripe-backed Wrens of the tour. 

Crowned Woodnymph by Jon Dunn 

Green Violetear by Jon Dunn 
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Continuing down the track, we picked up Yellow Oriole, our first Russet-throated Puffbirds, 

and our only Northern Screamers of the extension, which are always a treat to see! In this 

instance, as in most, the Screamers were a new family for many participants on the tour. We 

spent the night at Minca in the foothills of the Santa Marta Mountains, after enjoying leisure time 

watching a host of interesting hummingbirds at the feeders of our lodging. Our first day’s total of 

130 species would be hard to top.  

The following morning we were up before dawn to 

make the most of our time at this elevation. It was well 

worth it! Before packing it in to head further up the 

mountain, we had seen Pale-bellied Hermit, Crimson-

crested Woodpecker, Swallow Tanager, Pearly-vented 

Tody-Tyrant, Golden-fronted Greenlet, and our prize of 

the morning – a pair of handsome Black-backed 

Antshrikes. This species is restricted to foothill elevation 

tangles, and heavy undergrowth, in a very small range. We 

worked our way uphill, Rufous-breasted Wrens (pair of 

crazy birds flying all around us), beautiful songster 

Rufous-and-White Wrens, copulating Scaled Piculets, the 

most ridiculously cooperative Santa Marta Antbirds of 

my life, and a lovely Golden-winged Sparrow put on a 

show for us, not to mention the ridiculous host of flocking 

species that added plenty of sound and color to the 

proceedings. On the way to our accommodations at the 

incomparably situated, and equally lovely, El Dorado 

Lodge (1700m elevation), we made a few stops to look for some special birds of the middle-

elevations. These included great looks at the sneaky Rusty-breasted Antpitta, and equally 

skulking Grey-throated Leaftosser, both of which showed well for everyone. These two species 

are represented here by endemic subspecies, vocally distinct, and disjunct, from their nearest 

brethren. Undoubtedly, a split will be proposed eventually. Numerous good birds coming in to a 

fruiting tree were also good entertainment, including Black-hooded Thrush, Yellow-legged 

Thrush, and many flock birds. Before turning in for the evening, we tried pushing our luck by 

attempting to lure the new species of Screech-Owl, being called Santa Marta Screech-Owl 

Megascops [gilesi] sp.nov. in for views. It was an “H” only, for the day.   

Our second day in the Santa Marta Mountains was our only chance for high-elevation 

species. We travelled up from the Lodge, to the end of the “road” (more like a streambed), at just 

over 2700m in the lower reaches of the temperate forest that dominates most of the ridges of the 

range. The upper 5 kilometers of road allows the only ready access to this habitat, and these 

birds, in the world. We made it to the ridge top by 0630hrs, with the vague hopes of a clean 

sweep on the endemics there. For the first time in many years, we saw every single target species 

on the mountain that morning! With persistence, we even had great views of Santa Marta 

Santa Marta Screech Owl by Jon Dunn 
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Rufous Antpitta (Grallaria [rufula]spatiator), Brown-

rumped Tapaculo, and Santa Marta Warbler. If one of 

the target species is missed in a visit to this site, it is 

often one of these three. If not, it is definitely the 

enigmatic Santa Marta Bush-Tyrant that appears to 

silently, lackadaisically, hold territories in seemingly 

random places at this elevation. It often goes undetected. 

The point is, on nearly every visit, one of these four 

species is missed. Not for us! The full list of Santa Marta 

endemics that can be seen at this site includes 17 Santa 

Marta Parakeets, many Rusty-headed Spinetails, 

several Streak-capped Spinetails, several of the Santa 

Marta subspecies of Montane Woodcreeper, one 

responsive Santa Marta Antpitta, two Brown-rumped Tapaculos (one of which nearly flew 

right into one participant), stellar views of the striking Santa Marta Bush-Tyrant, numerous 

gregarious Yellow-crowned Whitestarts, a few Santa Marta Warblers seen well, and, of 

course, a number of striking Santa Marta (Black-cheeked) Mountain-Tanagers! I had an idea 

of how good the morning would be when we managed to spot one Santa Marta Screech Owl, 

as well as Band-winged Nightjar, on the drive up in the morning. No better portent of good 

things to come, than that. 

Overwhelmed by our success, we headed down to El Dorado Lodge, rather than linger on 

the ridge. The reason behind spending more time at the lodge, is basically because it’s gorgeous; 

the views are spectacular, the food is great, and the hummingbirds, toucanets, fruiteaters, 

chlorophonias, and guans that frequent the grounds are incredible. These, not to mention the 

legendary compost heap, are all fine reasons to spend time there. Therefore, every single tourist 

who comes up the mountain does. That same afternoon, after 

having pulled off the unimaginable “clean sweep” on top of 

the mountain, we were further treated to White-lored 

Warblers, Santa Marta Woodstars, Lazuline Sabrewings, 

a gorgeous male Black-backed Thornbill, and White-tailed 

Starfrontlets at the feeders. Golden-breasted Fruiteaters 

in the tree next to the dining hall, Sierra Nevada Brush-

Finches skulking around near the cabins, and Santa Marta 

Brush-Finches came in to the compost as a group of 9 

Band-tailed Guans and 4 Sickle-winged Guans wandered 

in, to roost over the lodgings! Fantastic!!! Black-fronted 

Wood-Quail dutifully came in to the grain feeders for an 

afternoon snack and subsequent photo session. Success was 

furthered when we located a delightfully cooperative Santa 

Marta Screech-Owls within 10 minutes of beginning my 

Lazuline Sabrewing by Jon Dunn 

Santa Marta Woodstar (male)  

by Jon Dunn 
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evening search, and not 100m from the lodge. We all had incredible views of this special owl, at 

less than 5 meters distance, eye-level. Hurray! 

This, our final morning’s birding in the 

mountains, was dedicated to filling in the few remaining 

gaps of species possible on the mountain. Most of these 

were birds found around 1200-1500m elevation, in the 

coffee-growing zone, save two – White-tipped Quetzal 

and Santa Marta Toucanet – which can only be seen from 

the lodge and above. Though the Quetzal escaped as a 

heard-only, we found an incredibly obliging family group 

of beautiful Santa Marta Toucanets, before departing 

for lower climes.  

We passed back by Minca on the way towards the 

arid Guajira peninsula for lunch, a gift-searching request, 

and a few more nice birds. A displaying male Santa 

Marta Woodstar, and the relief felt when Santa Marta 

Blossomcrown finally turned up for great views, were 

the highlights. Gorgeous views of Black-headed 

Tanager, Yellow-backed Oriole, Specious Tyrannulet, Coopman’s Tyrannulet, Grey-lined 

Hawk, Scaled Pigeon, Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant, Black-chested Jay, and the extremely scarce 

Coppery Emerald made for a fine morning’s birding! Most of the day was spent in transit, 

afterwards, in making for Riohacha for the night’s stay. We would’ve been remiss had we not 

attempted Rufous-vented Chachalacas at a known roost site. They did finally appear!!! Perhaps 

more spectacular than these range-restricted Chachalacas (let’s face it, all chachalacas look 

pretty similar), was the array of new species we accrued at a nearby toll booth pullout: Green-

rumped Parrotlet, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Glaucous Tanager, and several others! Before having 

reached the Chachalaca roost site, we stopped at a little-known spot that always proves 

incredibly productive, complete with utter 

surprises. Trinidad Euphonia, Striped and 

Yellow-billed Cuckoos, White-winged 

Becard, Orange-crowned Oriole, Barred 

Antshrike, Blue Ground-Dove, Rufous-tailed 

Jacamar, Buff-breasted Wren, and both Grey 

and Lesson’s Seedeaters were all filed under 

“productive”. The rare, enigmatic, and 

seldom-recorded Slate-colored Seedeater 

was most definitely logged under “surprise”!  

We topped the day off with a family group, 

including youngsters, of Double-striped 

Thick-Knees on the drive into town, and 

Cinnamon Flycatcher by Jon Dunn 

Santa Marta Woodstar (female) by Jon Dunn 
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finally relaxed our birding muscles for the evening. It was a huge day! 

Some tours end in a fizzle. Definitely not our style. 

The final morning of the tour was one of the best. Birding in 

the arid habitat of the Guajira is always a bizarre experience, 

after having spent a perpetually humid week in the mountains. 

Birding is, for the most part, over by 9am on a sunny day in 

the Guajira. We started early, and, true to form, saw 

everything we were looking for! While many of these birds do 

sneak across the border, it takes an intrepid birder indeed to 

brave the Venezuelan wastelands from Caracas to Maracaibo, 

across the vast lake, onto the narrow spit of habitat there, to 

see these species. In my mind, they are endemics, given the 

likelihood of anyone making that trek (though it has been 

done!). To proceed with the list of “endemics” seen that 

morning at two separate stops: Bare-eyed Pigeon, Green-

rumped Parrotlet, Buffy Hummingbird, the stunning 

White-whiskered Spinetail, Slender-billed Inezia, and my favorite, the “Rey de la Guajira” as 

the locals call it – Vermilion Cardinal. Loads of other goodies make the list of great birds 

encountered that day. Shining-green Humming and Brown-breasted Parakeet are up there! 

Yellow-hooded Blackbird, Pileated Finch, Northern White-fringed Antwren, Black-faced 

Grassquit and Orinocan Saltator are seen regularly, and we got looks at each. These species, 

along with a healthy dose of Black Skimmers, Scarlet and White Ibis, and numerous gulls and 

terns, made for a spectacular finale to an exciting week.  

 

Highlights Tour Summary 

The tour participants, and leaders, congregated in Colombia’s cosmopolitan capitol city, 

Santa Fe de Bogota, on December 1st. As 

a group, we spent the following 3 days 

visiting an assortment of habitats and 

elevations accessible from Bogota. One 

of the most amazing things about being 

based in Bogota is how much diversity 

you can access with relatively little travel 

time, despite the enormity of the 

metropolitan area. Habitats we visited 

included the elfin forests and paramo of 

PNN Chingaza, subtropical forests around 

Laguna Pedropalo, temperate forest at 

Pale-bellied Hermit by Jon Dunn 

Buffy Helmetcrest by Paul Ippolito 
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Chicaque, and wetland habitats of Parque La Florida.  

We had an amazing run of birds at these 

sites, and really set the pace for this tour. After 

just 3 days of birding, we had already logged 

over 200 species! Some of the more exciting 

bird encounters included amazing looks at 

Bogota Rails and singing Apolinar’s Wrens in 

full view at Parque La Florida. Photogenic 

White-chinned Thistletail and Pale-bellied 

Tapaculos, a family group of Silvery-throated 

Spinetails, Black-headed Hemispingus, 

numerous Plushcap, and a group of Buff-

breasted and Black-chested Mountain Tanagers 

amongst numerous other flock beauties added 

to the excitement of the Green-throated Helmetcrest at PNN Chingaza. Endemic Bar-crested 

Antshrike, noisy White-throated Toucanets, sneaky Stripe-breasted Spinetails, Moustached 

Brush Finch, and Red-headed Barbet added to the impressive flocks at Pedropalo, while it was 

the mixed flocks encountered at Chicaque that made the 

afternoon spent there, more than worthwhile! Scarlet-

bellied Mountain Tanager, Pale-naped Brush Finch, Rufous-browed Conebill, Blue-backed 

Conebill, Rufous Spinetail, and many others treated us to good views there. This doesn’t include 

the myriad of iridescent colors provided by the Hummingbirds (Bronze-tailed Thornbill, 

Booted Racket-tail, Black and Collared Incas, Blue-throated and Golden-bellied 

Starfrontlets, Glowing and Coppery-bellied Pufflegs, Black-tailed and Green-tailed 

Trainbearers, Great Sapphirewing, and the bizarre Sword-

billed Hummingbird) of the area. It was an incredible way 

to begin our adventure through the mountains and valleys 

of this diverse country. 

We began our overland journey West with two days 

in the wet lowland areas of the lower Magdalena Valley. 

En route to this distinct environment we stopped at the 

reknowned Jardin Encantado to enjoy the beautiful 

hummers over breakfast, before visiting Laguna Tabacal. 

The small yard that is Jardin Encantado hosts a 

disproportionately large population of hummingbirds. 

Hundreds of individuals of some 8 to 9 species were 

buzzing all around us! White-vented Plumeleteer, Indigo-

capped Hummingbird, and Gorgeted Woodstar were 

certainly the stars of the show, though seeing a feeder 

covered in Black-throated Mangos is impressive enough. 

Shining-green Hummingbird by Jon Dunn 

Sparkling Violetear by Jon Dunn 

   Buff-breasted Mountain-Tanager by P. Ippolito                                     
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At Tabacal, it didn’t take us long to locate several of 

our target species here. The hills around this foothill-

elevation lake harbor interesting dry forest and tangle 

specialists. A pair of Rusty-breasted Antpittas were 

plenty amenable, while White-bellied and Dusky 

Antbirds took a bit longer to lure in for great views. 

The Colombian subspecies of Speckle-breasted Wren 

responded well to playback, and we had brief views of 

Gray-throated Warbler and Rosy Thrush Tanager, 

though neither cooperated fully. Rufous-browed 

Peppershrike, Scrub Greenlet, Rufous-capped Warbler, 

and a number of other fine species were enjoyed before 

we made our way, in earnest, towards our abode inside 

the gorgeous Rio Claro Natural Preserve.  

We spent the following days at Canon Rio 

Claro, a small track unknown to most birders near the 

Preserve, as well as visiting a wonderful scenic cave, 

home to hundreds of Oilbirds. Rio Claro has some of 

the best wet forest habitat in the Magdalena Valley, and 

more than 300 species can be readily found in the near vicinity. Some of the highlights of our 

relatively short time in this rich area include Fasciated Tiger-Heron, Northern Screamer (at a 

stakeout), Oilbird, White-tailed and Gartered Trogons, Rufous and Broad-billed Motmots, Gray-

cheeked Nunlet (brief views), three gorgeous White-mantled Barbets, Collared Aracari, 

Citron-throated and Black-mandibled Toucans, stunning endemic Beautiful and Cinnamon 

Woodpeckers, White-flanked, Slaty, and Pacific 

Antwrens, gorgeous views of a singing Black Antshrike, 

the most obliging Magdalena Antbird I have ever 

encountered, Black-capped Pygmy Tyrant (world’s 

smallest passerine!), Southern Bentbill, endangered 

Antioquia Bristle-Tyrant, Black-headed Tody-

Flycatcher, Rufous Mourner, Golden-headed and the 

incomparably cute Western Striped Manakins, Wing-

barred Piprites, Cinnamon and One-colored Becards, 

Band-backed, Bay, and Black-bellied Wrens, White-

breasted Wood Wren, Fulvous-vented Euphonia, 

Chestnut-headed and Crested Oropendolas, and nearly a 

dozen species of Tanagers among others!!! The scenery 

along the Rio Claro canyon is gorgeous, with its steep 

rock walls and blue waters. The experience of walking 

down the stream, through deep forest, into the mouth of 

Brown Violetear by Jon Dunn 

Black-throated Mango by Jon Dunn 
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the huge cave, seeing and hearing Oilbirds all around you, 

was absolutely unforgettable.  

 After a night in the heart of Antioquia, Medellin, we 

birded a bit at La Romera Park before heading over the 

western divide, to Reserva Natural Las Tangaras, via the 

Cauca Valley. La Romera is known, especially, for two 

species: the gorgeous, endemic, Red-bellied Grackle and 

the near endemic, endangered, Yellow-headed Manakin. 

While the former of the two put on a wonderfully 

spectacular, raucous, show for us, including several photo 

ops, the latter proved much more difficult. What I now 

validate as THE best spot by a participant I’ve ever seen, a 

member of the group spotted none other than a male Yellow-

headed Manakin, below eye-level, across the small ravine! 

We had amazing views!!! Inca Jay, Colombian 

Chachalaca, and Golden-olive Woodpecker, among others, 

added to the site list for our quick visit. Further down the 

road we allotted some time for teasing out the Cauca Valley dry forest specialists. While this first 

run at them didn’t get us the whole suite, between this visit and another brief stop en route to 

Manizales a few days hence, we netted the lot! Apical Flycatcher, Greyish Piculet, and the 

recently described Antioquia Wren all showed very well for our group, though the latter took 

more time than I’d spent on it before. Black-striped 

Sparrow, Yellow-olive Flatbill, Slate-headed Tody-

Flycatcher, Greenish Elaenia, and Golden-crowned 

Warbler are among the other dry forest specialists to 

occupy the same niche as the three endemics listed above.  

 Las Tangaras is situated on the pacific-facing 

slopes of the Western Cordillera of the Colombian Andes. 

The wettest habitat on Earth is found on the foothill slopes 

below the elevation of the Preserve, and the whole area is 

no stranger to seemingly endless days of precipitation. For 

us, the weather proved wonderful and the birds followed 

suit! Given that the typical day in the Choco subtropical 

and temperate forests of this particular area consists of 

cloud, fog, mist, drizzle, rain, and more mist, one does not 

do well on a sunny day here. Luckily for us, the weather 

during our visit was hybrid, perfectly divided between 

drizzle, mist, and partly cloudy to overcast skies. Hence, 

we did very well in this area indeed! 
White-vented Plumleteer by Jon Dunn 

Crimson-mantled Woodpecker  

by Paul Ippolito 
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 We started our first day out with a few mixed 

flocks on our drive down from the ridge to the trail. The 

parade of beautiful birds began early! Greenish Puffleg, 

Black-chinned Mountain Tanager, Choco Brush 

Finch, flashy Indigo Flowerpiercer, Narino Tapaculo, 

handsome Ornate Flycatchers, ornate Handsome 

Flycatchers, Rufous-rumped Antwren, open views of a 

cooperative Uniform Treehunter, Buff-fronted Foliage 

Gleaner, as well as two of the most colorful birds in the 

whole field guide – Glistening-green and Purplish-

mantled Tanagers. Of course, the flocks, as usual, 

centered around the endemic Black-and-Gold Tanager, 

of which we saw many. Once on the trail, we quickly 

found ourselves in the presence of the bizarre-looking 

White-headed Wren, showy Saffron-headed and Beryl-

spangled Tanagers, and enjoyed watching a plethora of 

beautiful hummers, including Green-fronted Lancebill, 

coming to a blooming epiphyte. Leaving the open pasture and roadside habitats as we entered the 

forest, we were greeted with two friendly Ochre-breasted Antpittas that were just…well…sitting 

there! Shortly thereafter we were immersed in flocks. Flock, upon mixed flock, upon mixed 

flock. Fruiting trees were numerous, and corresponding numbers of Orange-breasted 

Fruiteaters, Andean and Black Solitaires, Olivaceous Pihas, Beautiful Jays, and Thrushes of 

various sorts were commiserating over the fruit caches. An Olive Finch flew up out of the 

underbrush to serenade us in full view, as the “monster flock” (as I like to call it) came cruising 

through the forest. This flock holds an incredible number of prize species, but can sometimes be 

frustrating due to the speed with which it moves through the forest. Luckily for us, very light 

drizzle had begun and slowed the flock 

down nicely. Therefore we were able to 

locate the following within the masses 

of birds streaming above, through, and 

below our party: Red-faced Spinetail, 

Spotted Barbtail, Star-chested 

Treerunner, Pacific Tuftedcheek, 

Scaly-throated Foliage-Gleaner, 

Uniform Antshrike, Yellow-breasted 

Antwren, Bronze-olive Pygmy Tyrant, 

Barred Becard, Black-billed 

Peppershrike, three Choco Vireos, 

Sepia-brown Wren, and Dusky Bush 

Tanager were all among the ranks! 

White-necked Jacobin by Jon Dunn 

Munchique Wood-Wren by Paul Ippolito 
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Back on the road for the afternoon we pulled Alto Pisones 

Tapaculo, Sooty-headed Wren, and a great show of 

Toucan Barbets, before retreating to the hummingbird 

feeders, where we were treated to stellar views of Empress 

Brilliant, Velvet-purple Coronet (my favorite hummer!!!), 

White-tailed Hillstar, Purple-bibbed Whitetip, the 

incomparable Violet-tailed Sylph, Purple-throated 

Woodstar, Brown Inca, and others. Another whopping 

day!!! 

 No visit to Las Tangaras would be complete without 

a run up the mountain to the new Gorrion Andino (Tanager 

Finch) Preserve. High on a ridge covered in temperate 

forest, this newest ProAves site is home to its namesake, as 

well as many other important threatened species. We started 

the morning off with two Tanager Finches hopping around, 

nearly, our feet!!! Black-collared Jays just opposite the 

Finches were in a group, bouncing and dancing in noisy 

display to one another. We headed to the ridgeline for breakfast and leisurely viewing of a pair of 

critically endangered, endemic, Munchique Wood-Wrens that came into view within 4 meters 

of us. Working our way back downhill, we hit some great mixed flocks once cloud cover 

returned. Hooded Mountain-Tanager and Grass-green Tanagers stole the show, early. They were 

soon eclipsed by 4 Barred, and 2 Green-and-Black, Fruiteaters cavorting with each other in the 

same trees. That was amazing! Smoky Bush-Tyrant, Black-throated Tody Tyrant, Rufous Wren, 

Black-capped and Superciliaried Hemispingus, Citrine and Black-crested Warblers, Capped 

Conebills, and a lone male Golden-headed Quetzal all put in appearances, in upper subtropical 

forest. Lower down we only had time to enjoy one mixed flock containing Blue-winged 

Mountain Tanager, Purplish-

mantled, Beryl-spangled, Metallic-

green, Blue-capped, Black-capped, 

and the rare Rufous-crested Tanager 

before we had to make our way back 

to the lodge for lunch and feeder 

viewing. Crimson-rumped, Scrub, and 

Golden-hooded Tanagers awaited us 

back the lodge, in the company of 

Yellow-backed Orioles, Red-crowned 

Woodpeckers, Andean Motmots, and 

a variety of wonderful hummingbirds.  

Nothing in Antioquia is what 

one would consider “close” to the Band-winged Nightjar by Jon Dunn 

Andean Motmot by Bob Sprague 
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next thing. But our drive to Jardin allowed 

some time en route to seek out those Cauca 

Valley specialists, previously missed on 

our earlier attempt. We saw nearly 

everything we looked for. Before settling 

into our wonderful accommodations in the 

quaint holiday town of El Jardin, we took a 

10 minute stroll from the edge of town to 

visit with the Andean Cock-of-the-Rocks 

there. This amazing lek is most active in 

the afternoon, as the 30-odd males come in to display before roosting for the evening in caves 

below the viewing arena. While we were afforded close views of *only* 8-10 males on my 

previous visit, today I counted 26 attending males! These mind-blowing, iconic birds must be 

sought out whenever in the Andes. This is certainly the best lek for the bird on Earth.  

The main reason for a visit to Jardin (aside from enjoying the Colombian Pasofino horses 

parading through town, nightly, and a good dose of well-preserved Colombian culture) is the 

drive up to ProAves’ Las Ventanas preserve. This is one of the few accesses to the feeding and 

roosting grounds of several flocks of the endangered Yellow-eared Parrot. We made the drive 

beneath the moon and stars of a clear pre-dawn, sky. By the time the sun was up, we were 

stomping our feet and rubbing hands in the cold. We listened to the sounds of flocks numbering 

in the dozens as they cruised high overhead, when I 

noticed a lonesome squawk nearby. One lone rebel 

among the crowd (a pariah, perhaps, of the parrot 

community) flew low and leisurely over the 

opposite ridge and perched atop a tall palm trunk. It 

soon became apparent that there was another bird 

inside the trunk, in a NEST!!! It didn’t take long for 

other pairs of this beautiful Parrot to cruise by, 

investigating the noise these two were making. 

Happy to warm up, and in dire need of some coffee, 

we headed to a nearby home for Coffee, Hot 

Chocolate, Breakfast, Streak-throated Bush Tyrant, 

Rufous-breasted Chat Tyrant, Pale-footed Swallow, 

Mountain Velvetbreast, Sword-billed 

Hummingbird, Tourmaline Sunangel, and more! 

Sated and antsy, we drove over with our host from 

the homestead to a new feeding site – apparently 

Antpitta feeding is an epidemic…one that we could 

all live happily with. Before long we were watching 

a pair of Rufous Antpittas fighting over worms. 

Rusty-faced Parrot by Paul Ippolito 

Masked Trogon by Paul Ippolito 
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Awesome! Most of the road down was silent, save for 

two nice mixed flocks and some oblivious tanagers. The 

mixed flocks offered up some nice birds, like Streaked 

Tuftedcheek and Lacrimose Mountain Tanager, while 

obliging Yellow-bellied Chat Tyrants added to the 

proceedings. Best bird encounter of the day came when 

4 Yellow-eared Parrots came wheeling in and perched 

on the treetops right above our vehicles. That made any 

dull moment worth it!!! 

The morning of our departure from Jardin, en 

route to Manizales, we stopped at a seldom-birded 

coffee area road, that offered up a nice set of more 

open-country and secondary scrub birds that we 

wouldn’t see on this itinerary, elsewhere. Black-chested 

Jay, Yellow-backed Oriole, Blue-naped Chlorophonia, 

Azara’s Spinetail, Green Hermit, White-winged Becard, 

Black-and-White Seedeater, Orange-billed Nightingale 

Thrush, White-lined Tanager, and Rusty Flowerpiercer 

were all new, fairly widespread, species that we enjoyed 

catching up good looks on. Our targets, Whiskered 

Wren and the endemic Parker’s Antbird, were the big prizes of the morning, though great 

views of the uber-rare Slate-colored Seedeater were certainly appreciated!  

Manizales was, as always, a clear highlight of the trip. Not only did it not pour rain, but it 

was only slightly overcast at times, with occasional drizzle. Perfect! Aside from the confiding, 

self-amusing Spectacled Bear “Chucho”, the flocks here are perhaps the most legendary 

spectacle to be experienced anywhere. So are the Parrots. And the Antpittas. And the 

incomparably spectacular scenery at Parque Nacional Los Nevados. Our time here was one my 

best visits, to date.  

Highlights of the days in 

the area, including our foray up 

over 4000m elevation at Parque 

Natural Nacional Los Nevados 

were as follows: Andean Guans 

perching for close-up scope views, 

lengthy views of foraging Rusty-

faced Parrots, Buffy Helmetcrest 

perched nearly too close to focus, 

Purple-backed Thornbill singing,  

Black-thighed Puffleg, Rainbow-

bearded Thornbill, Viridian 

Black-billed Mountain Toucan  

by Bob Sprague 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia by Paul Ippolito 

 

 by Bob Sprague 
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Metaltail, Long-tailed Sylph, outstanding Powerful and Crimson-mantled Woodpecker 

encounters, several furnariid species 

included the first White-browed 

Spinetails seen on this itinerary, 5 

species of Antpittas seen (Chestnut-

crowned, Chestnut-naped, Tawny, 

Brown-banded, Bicolored, and Slaty-

crowned), 4 species of Tapaculos 

including the amazing Ocellated 

Tapaculo seen, every Chat-Tyrant in the 

Field Guide, Dusky Piha, Black-

collared Jay, two flocks of White-

capped Tanagers  descending from the 

canopy to confront playback at eye-

level(!!!), Red-hooded Tanagers in full 

sun…we even saw Masked Saltator! 

Not just one Masked Saltator, either. We had three Masked Saltators in one tree! A responsive 

group of White-throated Screech Owls ended our day at Rio Blanco by perching up for several 

great views. All of this wonderful activity and fun against one of the most beautiful backdrops 

the country has to offer – Rio Blanco Preserve and Los Nevados National Park.  

From Rio Blanco, we had a short transfer day to Otun-Quimbaya, near the city of Pereira. 

Our arrival to Otun-Quimbaya, and our ability to bird the site, was somewhat hindered by a 

deluge that hit as we were nearing the site. However, we did manage to spot, and enjoy lengthy 

views of, two beautiful Torrent Ducks playing in the river on our drive in! Though we lost much 

of the afternoon hours to rain (the first bad weather of the tour), once again, we found our main 

target species in no time at all. Before settling into our accommodations at the sanctuary at OQ, 

several Cauca Guans, numerous Red-

ruffed Fruitcrows, and even one 

Colombian Screech Owl delighted us 

with great views!  

We awoke the following 

morning at a decent hour, had a sit-

down breakfast, and then enjoyed some 

productive, leisurely, birding on our 

final morning. By leisurely, I mean that 

we had plenty of time to enjoy the 20 

or so new species we tallied on our 

final, short, morning of the tour. 

Amazingly, after having spent two or 

three weeks in the country, there were 
Rufous Antpitta by Paul Ippolito 

Crimson-backed Tanager by Paul Ippolito 
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still many fine birds to be found! That’s one of the great things about Colombia – the birds are 

endless and exciting. As we worked our way up the road from the lodge (1600m) towards the 

highest driven access at this site, we sought out the likes of Multicolored Tanager (great 

views!), Chestnut-breasted Wren (song more impressive than plumage), Chestnut Wood 

Quail (a group of five trotted across the road, one at a time, in full view!), Moustached Antpitta 

(brief views for some), and the holy grail of Colombian birds – Hooded Antpitta!!! Undeniably 

the bird of the tour (could I be biased because it was my lifer?), two of these adorable little gems 

came fluttering in to playback of a cousin species. They perched nearly right on top of us, and 

stayed put, for cripplingly good views and photos. A more fabulous end to a tour could not have 

been choreographed. This ended up being the final, new, bird of the tour, and an experience to 

top some of the most amazing experiences a birder could ever hope to enjoy. I could go through 

a rundown of the Tyrannulets, Bristle-Tyrants, Tapaculos, and other good birds that morning. 

But what’s the point? HOODED ANTPITTA!!! That’s the point.  

The group and I were 

sad to say goodbye to Daniel 

Uribe (local guide) and 

Giovanni Flores (driver). It had 

been a great dynamic and a lot 

of fun to guide with them! My 

personal thanks go to all who 

participated in this epic tour. A 

fine, diverse, bunch of travelers 

you were, who helped each 

other as much as you helped 

yourselves. It was a pleasure to 

get to know you, and I hope we 

meet again in the future!  

 

 

 

 

Santa Marta Ext. 2015 

Species Accounts 

November 26th – December 1st 2015 

(* denotes heard-only birds, E symbolizes an endemic, NE symbolizes “near” endemics) 

Hooded Antpitta by Paul Ippolito 
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TINAMOUS          1     

*Red-legged Tinamou  

DUCKS & GEESE          2 

Blue-winged Teal – just a few seen 

Muscovy – a few near our lunch stop en route to the Guajira were of dubious origin 

CHACHALACAS, CURRASSOWS & GUANS           4 

Chestnut-winged Chachalaca (E) – several seen near roost site northwest of Barranquilla 

Rufous-vented Chachalaca (NE) – at a roost site west of Riohacha 

Band-tailed Guan (NE) – a few coming to feed and roost next to El Dorado Lodge 

Sickle-winged Guan – numerous at several locations 

NEW WORLD QUAILS     2 

Crested Bobwhite – great looks at a pair near Barranquilla 

Black-fronted Wood Quail (NE, Vu) – several coming in to feed at El Dorado Lodge! 

SCREAMERS     1 

Northern Screamer (NE) – two seen at Las Palmeras 

IBISES & SPOONBILLS     5 

Bare-faced Ibis – several seen at Las Palmeras 

(American) White Ibis – numerous at Camarones 

Scarlet Ibis – a few mixed in with the previous species 

Glossy Ibis – a few at Las Palmeras 

Roseate Spoonbill – numerous at Camarones 

BITTERNS & HERONS     8 

Striated Heron – a few seen 

Western Cattle Egret – a few seen 

Cocoi Heron – a few seen 

Great Egret – good numbers in proper habitat 

Reddish Egret – a couple seen along the coast 

Tricoloured Heron – a few seen along the coast 

Little Blue Heron – a few seen, including white morphs 

Snowy Egret – numerous along the coastal areas 

FRIGATEBIRDS      1 

Magnificent Frigatebird – numbers of these graceful flyers along the coast 

PELICANS      1 

Brown Pelican – numerous along the coast 
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CORMORANTS     2 

Neotropic Cormorant – numerous at freshwater and brackish water areas 

Double-crested Cormorant – two seen near Barranquilla 

NEW WORLD VULTURES     3 

Turkey Vulture - ubiquitous 

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture – a few in dry habitats 

Black Vulture - ubiquitous 

OSPREYS      1 

Western Osprey – a few at coastal sites 

KITES, HAWKS & EAGLES      10 

Pearl Kite – our last new bird of the tour! 

Hook-billed Kite – two soaring near Tayrona 

Plain-breasted Hawk – one took a Rusty-headed Spinetail right before our eyes! 

Black Hawk-Eagle – distant soaring bird near Minca 

Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle – soaring in a thermals occupied with 3 other species 

Snail Kite – a few at Palmeras 

Savanna Hawk – two at Palmeras 

Roadside Hawk – a few seen 

Harris’s Hawk – one on the Guajira 

White-rumped Hawk – one immature bird seen on San Lorenzo 

Gray-lined Hawk – great looks near Minca 

Broad-winged Hawk – several  

Short-tailed Hawk – two seen well 

Zone-tailed Hawk – one seen well, soaring low near Santa Marta 

RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS     2 

Purple Gallinule – Las Palmeras 

Common Gallinule – Las Palmeras 

LIMPKIN      1 

Limpkin – Las Palmeras 

THICK-KNEES      1 

Double-striped Thick Knee -  great views of five adults congregating in a roadside field 

OYSTERCATCHERS     1 

American Oystercatcher – one at Los Camarones 

STILTS, AVOCETS      1 
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Black-necked Stilt – Las Palmeras and Camarones 

PLOVERS      4 

Southern Lapwing – a few seen  

Black-bellied Plover – several at coastal sites 

Semipalmated Plover – large numbers near Barranquilla 

Collared Plover – two near Barranquilla 

JACANAS     1 

Wattled Jacana – Las Palmeras 

SANDPIPERS, SNIPES      11 

Whimbrel – Los Camarones 

Upland Sandpiper – Los Camarones 

Greater Yellowlegs – coastal sites 

Lesser Yellowlegs – coastal sites 

Solitary Sandpiper – coastal sites 

Willet – coastal sites 

Spotted Sandpiper – several at various sites 

Semipalmated Sandpiper – coastal sites 

Western Sandpiper – coastal sites 

Least Sandpiper – coastal sites 

Baird’s Sandpiper – coastal sites 

GULLS & TERNS     9 

Black Skimmer – Los Camarones 

Laughing Gull – coastal sites 

Franklin’s Gull – coastal sites 

Gull-billed Tern – coastal sites 

Caspian Tern – coastal sites 

Royal Tern – coastal sites 

Cabot's (Sandwich) Tern – coastal sites 

Common Tern – coastal sites 

Large-billed Tern – coastal sites 

PIGEONS & DOVES      12 

Rock Dove – not uncommon in urban areas 

Scaled Pigeon – scope-filling looks at this ornate species! 

Bare-eyed Pigeon (NE) – great views at Camarones 
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Band-tailed Pigeon – numerous in the mountains 

Pale-vented Pigeon – numerous in the lowlands 

Eared Dove - widespread 

Scaled Dove – Las Palmeras 

Common Ground Dove - several 

Ruddy Ground Dove – numerous in the lowlands 

Blue Ground Dove – two seen well at Las Gaviotas 

White-tipped Dove – numerous 

*Lined Quail-Dove 

CUCKOOS     6 

Greater Ani – one along the river near Tayrona 

Smooth-billed Ani - numerous 

Groove-billed Ani – numerous in dry habitat 

Striped Cuckoo – great views of a singing adult! 

Squirrel Cuckoo - numerous 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo- one spotted at Las Gaviotas 

OWLS     3 

Santa Marta Screech Owl (E, Cr) – a gorgeous, obliging, individual!!! 

*Mottled Owl 

*Ferruginous Pygmy Owl  

NIGHTJARS     1 

Band-winged Nightjar – nicely perched, roadside, San Lorenzo 

SWIFTS      3 

Chestnut-collared Swift - numerous 

White-collared Swift - ubiquitous 

Grey-rumped Swift – many near Minca 

HUMMINGBIRDS     22 

Pale-bellied Hermit – feeders at Minca 

Lazuline Sabrewing – two coming to feeders at El Dorado! 

White-necked Jacobin - common 

Brown Violetear – a few at El Dorado 

Green Violetear – common at El Dorado 

Sparkling Violetear – several at El Dorado 

Black-throated Mango – numerous at Minca 
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Red-billed Emerald (NE)– a few seen at various locations 

Coppery Emerald (NE) – one seen very well above Minca!!! 

Crowned Woodnymph – the most numerous hummer at El Dorado 

Sapphire-bellied Hummingbird (E,Cr) – one beautiful male seen close at PNN Isla Salamanca 

Shining Green Hummingbird (E) – one glowing male seen near Tayrona 

Buffy Hummingbird (NE, Vu) – a rare bird anywhere in its tiny range! 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird – several at Minca 

Steely-vented Hummingbird – common at lower elevations 

Santa Marta Blossomcrown (E, En) – Recently split from Andean Blossomcrown 

White-vented Plumeleteer – common at Minca 

Mountain Velvetbreast – a few at San Lorenze 

White-tailed Starfrontlet (E) – a few at El Dorado 

Black-backed Thornbill (E) – One male coming to feeders at El Dorado Lodge! 

Tyrian Metaltail – common at San Lorenzo 

Santa Marta Woodstar (E) – one female at El Dorado, and a displaying male below! 

TROGONS     1 

Masked Trogon – two at mid-elevations 

KINGFISHERS      3 

Green Kingfisher – a few seen 

Amazon Kingfisher – a few seen 

Ringed Kingfisher – several seen 

MOTMOTS      1 

Whooping Motmot – several at lower elevations 

JACAMARS      1 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar – two seen above Minca 

PUFFBIRDS      2 

*Pied Puffbird 

Russet-throated Puffbird – great views!!! 

TOUCANS     2 

Santa Marta Toucanet (E) – an obliging pair seen high in the Santa Marta range 

*Keel-billed Toucan  

WOODPECKERS     8 

Scaled Piculet – a pair seen copulating near Minca 

Chestnut Piculet (NE) – we had views of this wonderful bird at Salamanca 
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Red-crowned Woodpecker – common at lower elevations 

*Golden-green Woodpecker  

Golden-olive Woodpecker – a few seen 

Spot-breasted Woodpecker – a pair at Las Palmeras! 

Lineated Woodpecker – a few seen well  

Crimson-crested Woodpecker – two seen very well on the tour 

CARACARAS, FALCONS      5 

Northern Crested Caracara – a few in dry habitats 

Yellow-headed Caracara – numerous lower down 

*Barred Forest Falcon  

*Bat Falcon  

Peregrine Falcon – one soaring on the Guajira 

PARROTS      10 

Orange-chinned Parakeet – common near Minca 

Blue-headed Parrot – common near Minca 

Red-billed Parrot – a few seen near El Dorado 

Scaly-naped Amazon – an amazing experience with displaying birds at San Lorenzo! 

Orange-winged Amazon – a few in flight near Barranquilla 

Green-rumped Parrotlet – several on the Guajira 

Santa Marta Parakeet (E, En) – Great views feeding on Eucalypts, San Lorenzo 

Brown-throated Parakeet – numerous in low, drier habitats 

Military Macaw (Vu) – an outstanding, eye-level, flyby of a group of ten at the lodge!!! 

Scarlet-fronted Parakeet – large groups at mid-elevation 

OVENBIRDS     13 

Caribbean (Pale-legged) Hornero – two aground near Riohacha 

White-whiskered Spinetail (NE) – this fantastic species showed well on the Guajira 

Rusty-headed Spinetail (E, Vu) – great views of this handsome bird in the Santa Marta range 

*Pale-breasted Spinetail 

Streak-capped Spinetail (E) – seen well at the upper elevations in the Santa Marta range 

*Yellow-chinned Spinetail 

Montane Foliage-gleaner – endemic anxia subspecies several seen often 

Gray-throated Leaftosser – wonderful views of the endemics propinquus subspecies seen 

Plain-brown Woodcreeper – close views near Minca; lafresnayei subspecies 

Straight-billed Woodcreeper – great looks at Salamanca! 
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Cocoa Woodcreeper – brief views near Minca 

Streak-headed Woodcreeper – a few seen at lower elevations 

Montane Woodcreeper – many of the sanctamartae subspecies seen; proposed for a split 

ANTBIRDS     6 

Black-crested Antshrike – seen at PNN Isla Salamanca and again on the Guajira 

Black-backed Antshrike (NE) – a male came out for great, close, views below Minca 

Barred Antshrike – a responsive pair put on a fabulous show at Las Gaviotas 

Slaty Antwren – nice views of a few in a mixed flock below El Dorado 

Northern White-fringed Antwren – fumosa subspecies seen well at Camarones 

Santa Marta Antbird (E, Vu) – seen wonderfully in the Santa Marta Mountains 

ANTPITTAS     3 

Santa Marta Antpitta (E, Vu) – nice views when one walked right out into a small clearing! 

Santa Marta Rufous Antpitta (E, Vu) – a responsive pair perched up for stellar looks! 

Rusty-breasted Antpitta (NE) - allowed wonderful views; ferrugineipectus subspecies seen 

TAPACULOS      2 

Santa Marta Tapaculo (E) – seen briefly at middle elevation in the Santa Marta Mountains 

Brown-rumped Tapaculo (E) – nice views of a responsive individual that sat up, briefly, then 

fluttered across the road right in front of us.  

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS      44 

Black-capped Tyrannulet – a few seen in mixed flocks high in the mountains 

Greenish Elaenia – one seen well above Minca 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia – a few seen in open habitats 

Lesser Elaenia – two seen below Minca 

Mountain Elaenia – one or two at San Lorenzo 

*Southern Beardless Tyrannulet  

White-throated Tyrannulet – a few high on the mountain 

Specious Tyrannulet (NE, Vu) – great views of a pair mid-elevation 

Coopman’s Tyrannulet (E, Vu) – seen at middle elevation in Santa Marta Range 

Olive-striped Flycatcher – a few seen in mid-elevation forest 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher – a pair bear Minca 

Northern Scrub Flycatcher – a few cooperative birds at Palmeras 

Slender-billed Inezia (NE) – had equally nice looks at this species, as the previous 

Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant – one seen well at Palmeras 

Black-throated Tody-Tyrant – the special lehame subspecies in SM mountains 
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Pale-eyed Pygmy Tyrant – seen near Minca 

Common Tody-Flycatcher – a pair seen near Minca 

Ochre-lored (Yellow-breasted) Flatbill – flaviventris subspecies seen 

Cinnamon Flycatcher – beautiful assimilis subspecies seen 

Western Wood Pewee – one seen 

Eastern Wood Pewee – one seen 

Tropical Pewee – two seen near Minca 

Acadian Flycatcher – a few seen 

Vermilion Flycatcher – one seen near Riohacha 

Santa Marta Bush Tyrant (E, Vu) – better looks couldn’t be had.  

Pied Water Tyrant – displaying males at Palmeras 

White-headed Marsh Tyrant - Palmeras 

Yellow-bellied Chat-tyrant – several at San Lorenzo 

Cattle Tyrant – a few at Palmeras 

Rusty-margined Flycatcher – numerous in wetter, foothill and subtropic, habitats 

Social Flycatcher – a few at Palmeras and open habitats 

Great Kiskadee - common 

Lesser Kiskadee – a few near Riohacha 

Golden-crowned Flycatcher – several at mid-elevations 

Boat-billed Flycatcher – a few of these distinctive birds seen 

Tropical Kingbird - ubiquitous 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher – one seen near Riohacha 

Grey Kingbird – numerous at coastal sites 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher – a few in forested areas 

Venezuelan Flycatcher (NE) – a few seen 

Panama Flycatcher – seen near Barranquilla 

Great Crested Flycatcher – a few seen 

Brown-crested Flycatcher – two seen on the Guajira 

*Bright-rumped Attila  

COTINGAS     1 

Golden-breasted Fruiteater – more seen on this tour than any other I’ve done; 19 seen!!! 

MANAKINS     1 

White-bearded Manakin – brief views near Minca 

TITYRAS, BECARDS      2 
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Black-crowned Tityra – nice views above Minca 

Cinnamon Becard – many seen 

VIREOS & GREENLETS      4 

Brown-capped Vireo – a few seen higher up 

Red-eyed Vireo – not uncommon at mid-elevation 

Yellow-green Vireo – one below Minca 

Golden-fronted Greenlet – fantastic views of this local bird near Minca 

CROWS & JAYS     1 

Black-chested Jay – several seen above Minca 

SWALLOWS & MARTINS      3 

Grey-breasted Martin – several seen 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow – a few seen 

Barn Swallow – a few seen 

WRENS      7 

Stripe-backed Wren – two pairs of this raucous species at Palmeras 

Bicoloured Wren – common at lower elevations 

Rufous-breasted Wren – a few responsive birds showed well above Minca 

Rufous-and-white Wren – a few seen above Minca 

Buff-breasted Wren – one gave great views at Salamanca 

House Wren – not as common as expected 

Grey-breasted Wood Wren – anachoreta and bangsi subspecies seen  

GNATCATCHERS      1 

Tropical Gnatcatcher – numerous at Camarones 

MOCKINGBIRDS, THRASHERS     1 

Tropical Mockingbird – a few on the Guajira 

THRUSHES     9 

*Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush 

*Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush  

Swainson's Thrush - common 

Yellow-legged Thrush – a few around El Dorado 

Great Thrush – at high elevations 

Black-hooded Thrush – numerous around El Dorado 

Pale-breasted Thrush – several at lower elevations 

Clay-coloured Thrush – a few at lower elevations 
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White-necked Thrush – great views of one on the tour 

FINCHES     4 

Lesser Goldfinch – a few seen in several locations 

Trinidad Euphonia – a pair seen well near the Guajira 

Thick-billed Euphonia – numerous near Minca 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia – very common around El Dorado and middle elevations; stunning!! 

NEW WORLD WARBLERS      15 

Northern Waterthrush – numerous at Salamanca 

Louisiana Waterthrush – one below Minca 

Black-and-white Warbler – several seen  

Prothonotary Warbler – numerous at Salamanca and near the coast 

Tennessee Warbler – very common at mid-elevations 

American Redstart – a few seen well above Minca 

Tropical Parula – several above Minca 

Blackburnian Warbler – very common at higher elevations 

American Yellow Warbler – numerous near the coast 

Blackpoll Warbler – a group of five on the Guajira 

Santa Marta Warbler (E, Vu) – a few seen well at high elevation in the Santa Marta Mountains 

White-lored Warbler (E) – common at middle elevations, and fun to observe! 

Rufous-capped Warbler – a few cooperative beauties at close range 

Slate-throated Whitestart – common above Minca to El Dorado 

Yellow-crowned Whitestart (E) – several at high elevation in the Santa Marta Mountains 

OROPENDOLAS, ORIOLES & BLACKBIRDS     13 

Red-breasted Blackbird – one seen on the drive to the Guajira 

*Yellow-billed Cacique 

Crested Oropendola – several around Minca 

Yellow-rumped Cacique – a few near Riohacha 

Orange-crowned Oriole – a gorgeous pair near Tayrona 

Yellow-backed Oriole – beautiful scope views above Minca 

Yellow Oriole – several of these colorful birds seen well 

Baltimore Oriole – a pair at middle-elevations 

Yellow-hooded Blackbird – seen well at Palmeras and Camarones 

Giant Cowbird – a few at various sites 

Bronze-brown Cowbird (E) – a pair at Palmeras 
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Carib Grackle – common near the coast 

Great-tailed Grackle – common near coastal habitations 

BANANAQUIT      1 

Bananaquit – common  

BUNTINGS, NEW WORLD SPARROWS & ALLIES      4 

Rufous-collared Sparrow – ubiquitous in the mountains 

Golden-winged Sparrow (NE) – several of these stunning birds above Minca!! 

Sierra Nevada Brush Finch (E) – a pair seen poorly near the lodge at El Dorado 

Santa Marta Brush Finch (E) – numerous in the Santa Marta range 

TANAGERS & ALLIES     30 

White-lined Tanager – a few seen lower down 

Crimson-backed Tanager – stunning common bird around Minca 

Blue-grey Tanager - ubiquitous 

Glaucous Tanager – a few seen very well on the Guajira 

Blue-capped Tanager – several nice views of this handsome bird near El Dorado and higher 

Palm Tanager – fairly common 

Santa Marta Mountain Tanager (E) – several seen close! Very colorful endemic 

Bay-headed Tanager – shockingly numerous below El Dorado! 

Black-capped Tanager – many fine looks at this pretty bird at middle elevations 

Black-headed Tanager - two of these scarce birds seen above Minca. Opalescent! 

Swallow Tanager – lovely family group encountered below Minca 

Blue Dacnis – in mixed flocks above Minca 

Purple Honeycreeper – many in flocks near Minca 

Red-legged Honeycreeper – a beautiful pair near Minca 

White-eared Conebill – two in the coffee fincas below El Dorado 

Bicoloured Conebill – many at Salamanca 

Rusty Flowerpiercer – a few in the coffee fincas below El Dorado 

Black Flowerpiercer – a few seen at San Lorenzo 

White-sided Flowerpiercer – common higher up 

Grey Pileated Finch – a beautiful male singing in full view very close to us! 

Saffron Finch – a few at Palmeras 

Blue-black Grassquit – several below Minca and at Gaviotas 

Grey Seedeater – a few at Gaviotas 

Lesson’s Seedeater – great views of this austral migrant at Gaviotas 
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Slate-colored Seedeater – two seen at Gaviotas, a huge surprise!  

Yellow-bellied Seedeater – many good looks at middle elevations 

Paramo Seedeater – two on the San Lorenzo ridge 

*Dull-coloured Grassquit 

Black-faced Grassquit – one pair on the Guajira 

Rosy Thrush-tanager – a scuffling pair came right out of the bushes onto the side of the road! 

GROSBEAKS, SALTATORS & ALLIES      8 

Tooth-billed Tanager – formerly Highland Hepatic Tanager 

Summer Tanager – several at lower elevations 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak – numerous at middle elevations 

Vermilion Cardinal (NE) – a stunning pair on the Guajira 

Buff-throated Saltator – not uncommon in good habitat 

Greyish Saltator – not uncommon in good habitat 

Orinocan Saltator – came out for stunning, full views, at Camarones 

Streaked Saltator – a few above Minca 

 

Total Bird Species Recorded: 327 

28 Endemics, 17 Near-endemics 

 

 

MAMMALS 

Red-tailed Squirrel  

Western Dwarf Squirrel (NE)  

Speckled Spiny Tree Rat (NE) 

Venezuelan Red Howler Monkey (NE) 

 

 

Total Mammal Species Recorded: 4 

3 Near-endemics 
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Rockjumper Birding Tours  -  Colombia Highlights Tour 

Species Accounts (“*” = heard only) 

December 1st – 15th, 2015 

TINAMOUS      3 

Highland Tinamou – one seen by two participants at Las Tangaras 

*Tawny-breasted Tinamou 

*Little Tinamou  

SCREAMERS     1 

Northern Screamer (NE) –two seen at a stakeout near Rio Claro 

DUCKS & GEESE     7 

Black-bellied Whistling Duck  

Torrent Duck – an obliging pair seen on a rock, roadside, near Otun-Quimbaya 

Blue-winged Teal  

Andean Teal  

[Merida Speckled Teal] – a subspecies of the previous species, A. andium altipletens 

Lesser Scaup – Very rare in Colombia!!! 

Ruddy Duck  - nominate species jamaicensis seen at Parque La Florida 

Andean (Ruddy) Duck – seen at La Florida  

CHACHALACAS, CURRASSOWS & GUANS     4 

Colombian Chachalaca (E) – seen on various days  

Andean Guan  

Cauca Guan (E, En) – numerous at Otun-Quimbaya 

Sickle-winged Guan 

NEW WORLD QUAILS     2 

*Marbled Wood Quail 

Chestnut Wood Quail (E) – a covey of 5 walked right out in front of us! 

GREBES     2 

Least Grebe  

Pied-billed Grebe  

IBISES & SPOONBILLS     1 

Bare-faced Ibis  

BITTERNS & HERONS     7 
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Black-crowned Night Heron  

Green Heron  

Striated Heron  

Western Cattle Egret  

Cocoi Heron  

Great Egret  

Snowy Egret  

CORMORANTS     1 

Neotropic Cormorant  

ANHINGAS, DARTERS      1 

Anhinga  

NEW WORLD VULTURES     2 

Turkey Vulture  

Black Vulture  

OSPREYS      1 

Western Osprey – one at Laguna Tabacal 

KITES, HAWKS & EAGLES      15 

White-tailed Kite  - two seen during drives 

Pearl Kite – one near the Screamer stakeout was a nice surprise! 

Swallow-tailed Kite – a few soaring birds seen during drives 

*Black Hawk-Eagle 

Plain-breasted Hawk – one seen at Rio Blanco 

Savanna Hawk – a few seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Roadside Hawk  

White-rumped Hawk – one juvenile near La “M” 

White-tailed Hawk  - common around Jardin 

Variable Hawk – a close encounter on the high paramo of Nevado del Ruiz 

Black-chested Buzzard-eagle  - a few seen at paramo habitats 

Grey-lined Hawk 

Broad-winged Hawk  

Short-tailed Hawk  

RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS     7 

Bogota Rail (E, En) – stellar looks at cooperative birds, Parque La Florida 

Gray-necked Wood Rail  
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Sora – great views at Parque La Florida 

Purple Gallinule – two in the Magdalena Valley 

Common Gallinule  

Spot-flanked Gallinule – seen of these cute little birds at Parque La Florida 

American Coot  - the local, disjunct colombiana subspecies 

PLOVERS      1 

Southern Lapwing – numerous and vocal, even at night 

JACANAS     1 

Wattled Jacana – common in the Magdalena Valley wetlands 

SANDPIPERS, SNIPES      5 

Wilson's Snipe – a few at Parque La Florida, where the following species were encountered 

Greater Yellowlegs  

Lesser Yellowlegs  

Solitary Sandpiper 

Spotted Sandpiper  

PIGEONS & DOVES      6 

Rock Dove 

Band-tailed Pigeon  

Pale-vented Pigeon 

Eared Dove  

Ruddy Ground Dove  

*White-throated Quail-Dove 

CUCKOOS     5 

Greater Ani  

Smooth-billed Ani 

*Striped Cuckoo 

Squirrel Cuckoo - several 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo – one at Parque La Florida 

OWLS     3 

Tropical Screech Owl – great views 

Colombian Screech-Owl (NE) – amazingly responsive individual at Otun-Quimbaya 

White-throated Screech Owl – fabulous views of a trio at Rio Blanco, probably a family group 

OILBIRD     1 

Oilbird – dozens inhabiting the picturesque Cave near Rio Claro 
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NIGHTJARS     1 

Rufous-bellied Nighthawk – a responsive pair at Rio Blanco 

SWIFTS      3 

Chestnut-collared Swift - numerous 

White-collared Swift - numerous 

Grey-rumped Swift - numerous 

HUMMINGBIRDS     62 

Rufous-breasted Hermit – Rio Claro, collecting nest material 

Green Hermit – one near Jardin 

Tawny-bellied Hermit – one brief view at Las Tangaras 

Pale-bellied Hermit – lek at Rio Claro 

Stripe-throated Hermit – nice views at Rio Claro 

Green-fronted Lancebill – great scope views of an individual at its host plant 

White-necked Jacobin  

Brown Violetear 

Green Violetear 

Sparkling Violetear 

Black-throated Mango 

Ruby-Topaz Hummingbird – one turned up briefly at Jardin Encantado 

Western Emerald - several 

Red-billed Emerald – only two seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Crowned Woodnymph – a few seen early in the tour 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird - ubiquitous 

Andean Emerald – several at various sites 

Indigo-capped Hummingbird (E) – many at Jardin Encantado 

Blue-chested Hummingbird – two at a litte-known site at Rio Claro 

Steely-vented Hummingbird - numerous 

White-vented Plumeleteer – common at Jardin Encantado 

Speckled Hummingbird – several at various sites 

Fawn-breasted Brilliant  

Empress Brilliant (NE) - a few of this stunning Choco endemic seen at Las Tangaras 

White-tailed Hillstar – one seen at feeders at Tangaras; bouglieri ssp.  

Buff-tailed Coronet – numerous at higher elevations 

Velvet-purple Coronet – always a crowd pleaser, coming to feeders at Tangaras. Beautiful!   
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Shining Sunbeam – Nevados del Ruiz area 

Mountain Velvetbreast – an incredible bird that we came across at a few high elevation sites 

Bronzy Inca  

Brown Inca (NE)– a few of this Choco regional endemic, thankfully coming to feeders 

Black Inca (E, Vu) – quick views of this unique endemic at Pedropalo 

Collared Inca  

Golden-bellied Starfrontlet (NE) – what a stunner! A pair at Chicaque NP 

Blue-throated Starfrontlet (NE) – another beauty…coming to a new feeder setup near Chingaza 

Buff-winged Starfrontlet – numerous at feeders near Nevados del Ruiz 

Sword-billed Hummingbird – a few of this unbelievable species seen point blank at feeders!!!  

Great Sapphirewing – a few at various sites 

Tourmaline Sunangel - common 

Glowing Puffleg – a few of this remarkable species seen at various places 

Golden-breasted Puffleg – great looks at PNN Los Nevados 

Black-thighed Puffleg (NE) – three giving crippling views at PNN Los Nevados! 

Coppery-bellied Puffleg (NE) – seen at tour breakfast site at PNN Chingaza! 

Greenish Puffleg – surprisingly frequent on this tour 

Purple-bibbed Whitetip – great views of both sexes coming to feeders at Las Tangaras 

Booted Racket-tail – a few seen at various locations 

Black-tailed Trainbearer – a young male coming to feeders near Chingaza. Lovely! 

Green-tailed Trainbearer – a pair coming to feeders near Chingaza, tough to beat 

Purple-backed Thornbill – a brilliant male seen near Nevados del Ruiz 

Green-bearded Helmetcrest (NE, Vu) - birds foraging in the paramo at Chingaza were a bonus! 

Buffy Helmetcrest (E, Th) – a few at Nevados del Ruiz put on an amazing show for us 

Tyrian Metaltail - numerous 

Viridian Metaltail – numerous at Nevados del Ruiz 

Bronze-tailed Thornbill (NE) – brief views at Chingaza 

Rainbow-bearded Thornbill – great look of a gorgeous male at Nevados del Ruiz 

Long-tailed Sylph – one spectacular male at Rio Blanco 

Violet-tailed Sylph (NE) – coming to feeders at Las Tangaras! 

Wedge-billed Hummingbird – one lovely male coming to flowers at Rio Blanco 

Purple-crowned Fairy – wonderful scope views of a perched male at Rio Claro  

Purple-throated Woodstar – Las Tangaras feeders 

White-bellied Woodstar - numerous 
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Gorgeted Woodstar – at least one female seen at Jardin Encantado 

TROGONS     5 

Golden-headed Quetzal – brief views at La “M” 

White-tailed Trogon – Rio Blanco 

Gartered Trogon – Rio Blanco 

*Collared Trogon 

Masked Trogon – numerous great looks at Rio Blanco 

KINGFISHERS      3 

Green Kingfisher  

Amazon Kingfisher  

Ringed Kingfisher  

MOTMOTS      3 

Andean Motmot – many seen well! 

*Rufous Motmot  

Broad-billed Motmot – amazing close views at Rio Claro 

JACAMARS      1 

*Rufous-tailed Jacamar  

PUFFBIRDS      3 

Barred Puffbird – lovely, responsive pair 

*White-whiskered Puffbird - heard 

Grey-cheeked Nunlet – very brief views near Rio Claro 

NEW WORLD BARBETS      4 

White-mantled Barbet (E, Vu) – several good views, including one displaying pair!!! 

Red-headed Barbet – always a pleasure to see this beauty, especially at a nest hole 

TOUCAN BARBET     1 

Toucan Barbet – clear, close views of a tree full of this ornate, special species 

TOUCANS     7 

Grey-throated Toucanet (E) – seen at Central Andean sites 

White-throated Toucanet – great views in the East Andes 

*Crimson-rumped Toucanet  

Collared Aracari – numerous at Rio Claro 

Black-billed Mountain Toucan – several seen at a few different sites, more seen than typical 

Citron-throated Toucan (NE) – great looks at Rio Claro 

Black-mandibled Toucan – many seen at Rio Claro 
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WOODPECKERS     15 

Olivaceous Piculet – a few seen  

Greyish Piculet (E) – great encounter with a responsive pair in Cauca Valley 

Acorn Woodpecker  

Beautiful Woodpecker (E) – three of these stunners at eye-level near Medellin! 

Red-crowned Woodpecker  

Smoky-brown Woodpecker  

*Bar-bellied Woodpecker 

Red-rumped Woodpecker – seen well at Laguna Tabacal 

Crimson-mantled Woodpecker – many wonderful views of this astonishingly colorful bird 

Golden-olive Woodpecker - several 

*Spot-breasted Woodpecker  

Cinnamon Woodpecker – fabulous scope views at Rio Claro 

Lineated Woodpecker - several 

Powerful Woodpecker – crippling views of a male that flew right in on top of us at Rio Blanco! 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker – a few of this huge woodpecker were seen 

CARACARAS, FALCONS      5 

Yellow-headed Caracara - numerous 

Laughing Falcon – one seen in the Cauca dry forest 

*Collared Forest Falcon 

American Kestrel – around Bogota 

Merlin – one came screaming through at full speed, Parque La Florida 

PARROTS      10 

Yellow-eared Parrot (E, En) – several above Jardin, including pairs at nest holes 

*Scarlet-fronted Parakeet  

Brown-throated Parakeet – great views of a flock in the Cauca Valley 

Golden-plumed Parakeet (En) – a few distant flocks seen in flight, alas 

Rufous-fronted Parakeet (E, En) – flock of 15 birds flew over our vehicle and disappeared 

Spectacled Parrotlet - numerous 

Orange-chinned Parakeet - numerous 

Rusty-faced Parrot (NE, Vu) – a tree full of these was an incredible sight at Rio Blanco! 

Blue-headed Parrot – several in the Magdalena Valley area 

Bronze-winged Parrot – not uncommon around Rio Blanco 

OVENBIRDS     35 
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Stout-billed Cinclodes – nice looks at a few near PNN Los Nevados 

Andean Tit-Spinetail – Incredible views and photos of this charismatic species at Los Nevados 

White-chinned Thistletail – fun experience with countersinging males drawing eachother out of 

the bushes, roadside, with us in the middle!  

Many-striped Canastero – finally found a responsive pair that put on the best show I have ever 

seen, giving lingering looks in open bushes not 15 feet distant 

Stripe-breased Spinetail (NE) – pair seen near Pedropalo! a tough bird to see well 

Rufous Spinetail – a few encountered at various sites 

Silvery-throated Spinetail (E, En) – we found two individuals near Chingaza that eventually 

showed  

Azara's Spinetail – several encountered at various sites 

Pale-breasted Spinetail – several heard at various sites, one seen 

*Slaty Spinetail 

White-browed Spinetail – pair came out of dense habitat for fabulous views near Los Nevados 

Red-faced Spinetail – a few nice views at Las Tangaras Lodge 

Ash-browed Spinetail – in every flock, spectacular looks of a number, at Pedropalo 

Yellow-chinned Spinetail – ubiquitous in appropriate wetland habitat 

*Spotted Barbtail  

Star-chested Treerunner (NE) – a good number seen at Tangaras 

Pearled Treerunner – numerous in temperate forest 

Pacific (Buffy) Tuftedcheek –a few seen in separate mixed flocks at Tangaras 

Streaked Tuftedcheek – several seen at La “M” and Ro Blanco 

Montane Foliage-gleaner – views at Pedropalo 

Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner – several obliging birds in flocks at Las Tangaras 

Lineated Foliage-gleaner – right on top of us at Pedropalo 

Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner – a few seen at Las Tangaras 

Uniform Treehunter – great views at Tangaras! 

*Striped Treehunter  

Streak-capped Treehunter – one seen fairly well at Otun-Quimbaya 

Flammulated Treehunter – brief views in mixed flock activity at Rio Blanco 

Plain Xenops – a few seen well near Rio Claro in mixed flocks 

Streaked Xenops – many seen very well during the tour! 

Tyrannine Woodcreeper – one turned up right next to us at Rio Blanco 

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper – not uncommon around Rio Blanco 
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Strong-billed Woodcreeper – an impressive bird! Virgatus subspecies at Rio Blanco 

Straight-billed Woodcreeper – one or two in the lower Magdalena Valley 

Cocoa Woodcreeper – numerous around Rio Blanco 

Streak-headed Woodcreeper – common at hot, low-elevations 

Montane Woodcreeper – numerous in proper habitat 

ANTBIRDS     20 

*Fasciated Antshrike  

Barred Antshrike – one in the lower Magdalena Valley 

Bar-crested Antshrike (E) – numerous in proper habitat 

Black Antshrike – amazing views of a male near Rio Clarol! 

Uniform Antshrike – two pairs at Las Tangaras 

Black-crowned Antshrike – a few at Rio Claro 

Plain Antvireo – a few at various sites 

Pacific Antwren – seen well at Rio Claro 

White-flanked Antwren – one male observed for some minutes at Rio Claro 

*Slaty Antwren  

Yellow-breasted Antwren – a few wonderful looks in mixed flocks at Las Tangaras 

Northern White-fringed Antwren – obliging pair in Magdalena Valley 

Streak-headed Antbird – good looks at Rio Blanco 

Rufous-rumped Antwren – seen well at Las Tangaras in one of many mixed flocks 

Dusky Antbird – pair popped up into view for us, out of heavy tangles, Laguna Tabacal 

Parker's Antbird (E) – great views of male and females of this endemic near Jardin 

White-bellied Antbird – finally came close enough for all to see at Laguna Tabacal 

Chestnut-backed Antbird – one nearly took my head off at Rio Claro!  

Magdalena (Dull-mantled) Antbird (E) – a pair hopping on rocks, giving full views at 5m! 

*Blue-lored (Immaculate) Antbird  

ANTPITTAS     12 

Chestnut-crowned Antpitta – hand-fed at Rio Blanco 

Bicoloured Antpitta (NE, Vu) – one coming to worms at Rio Blanco!!  

Chestnut-naped Antpitta – hand-fed, trailside, at Rio Blanco! Usually a no-show 

*Yellow-breasted Antpitta 

Rufous Antpitta – hand-fed near Jardin 

Tawny Antpitta – running around the paramo at Los Nevados 

Brown-banded Antpitta (E) – a few coming in to worm feeders at Rio Blanco! 
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*Plain-backed Antpitta  

Ochre-breasted Antpitta – a pair sitting right out, on the trail at Las Tangaras, for photos 

Rusty-breasted Antpitta (NE) - allowed wonderful views at Laguna Tabacal 

Hooded Antpitta (NE) – perhaps THE bird of the tour; a pair of these mythical beauties flew right 

in for eye-level, point blank looks, at Otun-Quimbaya!!!  

Slate-crowned Antpitta – to a worm feeder at Rio Blanco! 

TAPACULOS      9 

Ocellated Tapaculo – great views, for most participants, of this iconic species! 

Ash-coloured Tapaculo – finally crept into view at Rio Blanco 

Narino Tapaculo – quick looks at Las Tangaras 

Stiles's Tapaculo (E) – great views of a responsive bird at Otun-Quimbaya! 

Spillmann's Tapaculo – good looks for some at Rio Blanco 

Pale-bellied Tapaculo (E) – a responsive individual crept out, onto open ground, near Chingaza!! 

Paramo Tapaculo – quick looks for some 

Alto Pisones Tapaculo (E) – seen briefly at Las Tangaras 

*Blackish Tapaculo  

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS      82 

Sooty-headed Tyrannulet – a few at various locations seen well 

*Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet 

Black-capped Tyrannulet – stellar views of this colorful tyrannulet near Chingaza and Rio Blanco 

Ashy-headed Tyrannulet – good looks at Otun-Quimbaya of one being harassed by Variegated 

Bristle-Tyrant 

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet – one flew right down to us at Rio Claro 

*Forest Elaenia 

Greenish Elaenia – numerous in proper habitat 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia - widespread 

Lesser Elaenia – one in the lower Magdalena Valley 

Mountain Elaenia – several at various sites 

Brown-capped Tyrannulet – a pair at Rio Claro 

Southern Beardless Tyrannulet – just one encountered in the Lower Magdalena Valley 

White-tailed Tyrannulet – a few at Rio Blanco 

White-banded Tyrannulet – near Chingaza 

White-throated Tyrannulet – several at various high elevation sites 

Torrent Tyrannulet – one pair seen during the tour 
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Yellow Tyrannulet – one turned up, noisily, in the Lower Magdalena Valley 

*Subtropical Doradito 

Bronze-olive Pygmy Tyrant – great, albeit brief, looks at Las Tangaras 

*Rufous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant 

Golden-faced Tyrannulet – fairly numerous throughout the tour, in good habitat 

Variegated Bristle Tyrant – seen very well at Otun-Quimbaya 

Marble-faced Bristle Tyrant – great looks at Las Tangaras 

Antioquia Bristle Tyrant (E, En) – popped up for good views, and vocalizations, near Rio Claro 

Streak-necked Flycatcher – several at various sites 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher – several in good low-elevation forest 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher – scope views of a preening bird at Rio Claro 

Slaty-capped Flycatcher – several good looks at numerous sites 

Rufous-breasted Flycatcher – Great looks of several individuals at different sites 

Flavescent Flycatcher – unrivalled experience with a responsive individual that came in for eye-

level, 8m-distance views 

Handsome Flycatcher – in many mixed flocks around Las Tangaras 

Ornate Flycatcher – a few of these little beauties at Las Tangaras 

Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant – one came in to playback in the Lower Magdalena Valley 

Black-throated Tody-Tyrant – nominate subspecies gave great looks at La “M” 

Black-capped Pygmy Tyrant – Smallest Passerine on Earth!!! Responsive, beautiful, little bird 

flew in to playback for awesome scope and binocular views.  

Southern Bentbill – brief views of a vocal bird near Rio Claro 

Scale-crested Pygmy Tyrant – a few encountered 

Rufous-crowned Tody-flycatcher – individuals caught up in mixed flocks at Rio Blanco put on a 

show 

Slate-headed Tody-flycatcher – seen briefly in the Cauca Valley 

Common Tody-Flycatcher – a number seen at different sites 

Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher – killer views of this cute, little, canopy dweller at Rio Claro 

Olivaceous Flatbill – responsive pair at Rio Claro right outside our cabins 

Yellow-olive Flatbill – a pair came in to mob Pygmy-Owl playback in the Cauca Valley 

Yellow-margined Flatbill – a few near Rio Claro 

*Ochre-lored (Yellow-breasted) Flatbill  

Cinnamon Flycatcher -  a few in various locations 

Black Phoebe - several 
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Olive-sided Flycatcher (Vu) – one seen on the tour 

Smoke-colored Pewee – a few seen  

Western Wood Pewee – one seen 

Eastern Wood Pewee – one seen 

Acadian Flycatcher – numerous at a variety of sites 

Vermilion Flycatcher – a few in open areas, seen during drives mostly 

Smoky Bush Tyrant – one perched very near to our group, at La “M” 

Pied Water Tyrant – seen in appropriate habitat 

White-headed Marsh Tyrant – seen in appropriate habitat 

*Crowned Chat-Tyrant 

Yellow-bellied Chat-tyrant – one obliging individual perched up right next to us near Jardin 

Slaty-backed Chat-tyrant – always a beauty! Seen well at Otun-Quimbaya 

Rufous-breasted Chat-tyrant – very photogenic individuals near Jardin 

Brown-backed Chat-tyrant – relatively common above treeline 

Long-tailed Tyrant – one of these stunning tyrants teed up for us at Rio Claro 

Cattle Tyrant – common in pastures 

Piratic Flycatcher – a pair at Rio Claro 

Rusty-margined Flycatcher – the default Flycatcher for the tour 

Great Kiskadee – numerous in good habitat 

Golden-crowned Flycatcher – not uncommon in subtropical forest 

Streaked Flycatcher – a few seen well around the Rio Claro area 

Boat-billed Flycatcher – a few seen 

Tropical Kingbird - ubiquitous 

Eastern Kingbird – one turned up at Parque La Florida 

Rufous Mourner – brief view near Rio Claro 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher – quite a few seen well 

Apical Flycatcher (E) – incredible looks at some feisty individuals in the Cauca Valley 

Pale-edged Flycatcher – fairly common at high elevations 

Great Crested Flycatcher – a few at Rio Claro 

Brown-crested Flycatcher – two came to mob Pygmy-Owl calls in the Lower Magdalena Valley 

Bright-rumped Attila – eye-level views near Rio Claro 

COTINGAS     8 

Red-crested Cotinga – two beauties seen well on the tour 

Green-and-black Fruiteater – more than a dozen seen well in good habitat! 
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Barred Fruiteater – a group of 4 of these amazingly ornate, chunky, cotingas seen at La “M” 

Orange-breasted Fruiteater (NE) – several at Las Tangaras 

Andean Cock-of-the-rock – dozens of males at the lek site near Jardin…the best in the world!!! 

Dusky Piha – Stellar close-up views at Rio Blanco 

Olivaceous Piha – awesome views at Las Tangaras! 

Red-ruffed Fruitcrow – a good number of this massive, bright, bird seen at Otun-Quimbaya 

MANAKINS     5 

Golden-winged Manakin – a few at Las Tangaras and Otun-Quimbaya 

Western Striped Manakin – a beauty! Seen well near Rio Claro 

White-bearded Manakin – a few near Rio Claro 

Yellow-headed Manakin (NE) – stunning spot by a participant at La Romera!!!  

Golden-headed Manakin – One at Rio Claro 

TITYRAS, BECARDS      7 

Wing-barred Piprites – one obliging bird near Rio Claro 

Black-tailed Myiobius – one in the Cauca Valley 

*Masked Tityra  

*Russet-winged Schiffornis 

Barred Becard – several individuals at high elevation forested habitats 

Cinnamon Becard – amazing looks at Rio Claro 

White-winged Becard – only one encountered this tour 

VIREOS & GREENLETS      8 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike – a few at Laguna Tabacal 

Black-billed Peppershrike – great views at Las Tangaras 

Choco Vireo (NE, En) – one of the prize birds of the trip, in mixed flock at Tangaras 

Brown-capped Vireo – a few seen well at Rio Blanco 

Red-eyed Vireo – common in good habitat 

Rufous-naped Greenlet – a pair showed well at Pedropalo 

Scrub Greenlet – seen well at Laguna Tabacal 

Lesser Greenlet – brief views near Rio Claro 

CROWS & JAYS     4 

Black-collared Jay (NE) – some great views of a group of 5 “dancing” and displaying at La “M” 

Beautiful Jay (NE) – nice looks at a pair on the trail at Las Tangaras; stunning bird! 

Black-chested Jay – a few seen near Jardin 

Inca Jay – a family group at La Romera 
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SWALLOWS & MARTINS      9 

White-winged Swallow – seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Grey-breasted Martin – seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Brown-chested Martin – seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Blue-and-white Swallow – nearly ubiquitous 

Pale-footed Swallow – a few buzzing around near Jardin 

Brown-bellied Swallow – numerous above treeline throughout 

White-thighed Swallow – a few seen well near Rio Claro 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow – a few at a number of sites 

Barn Swallow – a few at Parque Florida 

WRENS      20 

White-headed Wren (NE) – good looks at small family group at Tangaras; posed well for photos! 

Band-backed Wren – gregarious and vocal at Rio Claro 

Bicoloured Wren – only a few seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Rufous Wren – several family groups seen at high elevation forests  

Sepia-brown (Sharpe’s) Wren – several family groups seen in subtropical forests 

Sedge Wren – sitting out, in full song, at Los Nevados 

Apolinar's Wren (E, En) – great views of this skulky wren sitting out, singing, at Parque Florida 

Sooty-headed Wren (NE) – great views of one at Las Tangaras! 

Black-bellied Wren – a responsive pair near Rio Claro showed very well 

Whiskered Wren – stellar looks at a bird near Manizales 

Speckle-breasted Wren – colombianus subspecies at Laguna Tabacal up for species status! 

Antioquia Wren (E, Cr) – known from a handful of sites, we whistled a pair into full, close view 

Bay Wren – responsive pair at Rio Claro 

House Wren – nearly ubiquitous 

Mountain Wren – a few at high elevation forest sites 

White-breasted Wood Wren – one near Rio Claro 

Grey-breasted Wood Wren – many seen well at a number of locations 

Munchique Wood Wren (E, Cr) – full-on views at La “M” near Tangaras! 

*Southern Nightingale-Wren  

Chestnut-breasted Wren – one of these glorious songsters snuck in for views at Otun-Quimbaya 

GNATCATCHERS      1 

Tropical Gnatcatcher – a few in the Cauca Valley dry forest 

MOCKINGBIRDS, THRASHES     1 
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Tropical Mockingbird – a few in the Cauca Valley 

THRUSHES     10 

Andean Solitaire – heard in many places but only seen once, well, at Las Tangaras 

Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush – one seen near Jardin 

Grey-cheeked Thrush – one at Las Tangaras 

Swainson's Thrush – several birds at various locations 

Black Solitaire (NE) – views of one at Las Tangaras 

Great Thrush – nearly ubiqitous 

Glossy-black Thrush – a few seen well at Rio Blanco 

Pale-breasted Thrush – common at lower elevations 

Black-billed Thrush – common at lower elevations and foothills 

Clay-colored Thrush – a few in the Magdalena Valley 

DIPPERS   1 

White-capped Dipper – an adorable pair put on a great show for us 

FINCHES     9 

Lesser Goldfinch – a few seen in several locations 

Yellow-bellied Siskin – a few seen at various sites 

Andean Siskin (NE) – a couple small flocks seen well near Chingaza and Los Nevados 

Thick-billed Euphonia – common in a number of low-elevation habitats 

Golden-rumped Euphonia – gorgeous bird!! A pair seen near Jardin 

Fulvous-vented Euphonia – spectacular looks at this scarce species at Rio Claro 

Orange-bellied Euphonia – common at Las Tangaras, Otun-Quimbaya, and near Jardin 

*Yellow-collared Chlorophonia 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia – a surprise pair near Jardin at eye-level, in the sunlight 

NEW WORLD WARBLERS      18 

Northern Waterthrush – at Las Tangaras 

Black-and-white Warbler – several seen at various sites 

Tennessee Warbler – just one turned up on the tour 

Tropical Parula – more than a few at low-elevation sites 

Bay-breasted Warbler – several in the Magdalena Valley 

Blackburnian Warbler – nearly ubiquitous 

Blackpoll Warbler – one at Parque La Florida 

Citrine Warbler – many great views this tour 

Black-crested Warbler – several seen well at high elevation on the tour 
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Buff-rumped Warbler – nice looks at Rio Claro 

Gray-throated Warbler (E) – brief views at Laguna Tabacal 

Russet-crowned Warbler – several at a number of sites 

Three-striped Warbler – common in appropriate habitat 

Rufous-capped Warbler – several seen well at Pedropalo and Tabacal 

Golden-crowned Warbler – a pair seen at Tabacal 

Canada Warbler – a few seen at various sites 

Slate-throated Whitestart – common in appropriate habitat 

Golden-fronted Whitestart (NE) – stellar looks at a number of high-elevation sites 

OROPENDOLAS, ORIOLES & BLACKBIRDS     13 

Eastern Meadowlark  

Yellow-billed Cacique – a couple seen, more common vocally 

Crested Oropendola – a few in the lower Magdalena Valley 

Chestnut-headed Oropendola – a few seen near Rio Claro 

Russet-backed Oropendola – a few at Las Tangaras 

Yellow-rumped Cacique – a few in appropriate habitat 

*Mountain Cacique 

Yellow-backed Oriole – amazing views of these beauties near Jardin 

Baltimore Oriole – a few seen on the tour 

Red-bellied Grackle (E, En) – better views can’t be had; La Romera 

Yellow-hooded Blackbird – including the endangered bogotensis subspecies 

Giant Cowbird – a few in the lower Valleys 

Shiny Cowbird – several at various locations 

BANANAQUIT      1 

Bananaquit – common in a number of habitats 

BUNTINGS, NEW WORLD SPARROWS & ALLIES      13 

Rufous-collared Sparrow – nearly ubiquitous 

Black-striped Sparrow – more than a few great views of this often difficult species 

Orange-billed Sparrow – views near Rio Claro 

*Chestnut-capped Brush Finch 

Grey-browed Brush Finch – coming to worm feeders at Rio Blanco 

Olive Finch – spectacular views of an adult that came up out of heavy brush to sing!!!  

Moustached Brush Finch (NE) – a half-dozen seen near Pedropalo 

White-naped Brush Finch – a number seen in various locations 
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Pale-naped Brush Finch – stellar views of several the first few days of the tour 

Choco Brush Finch – numerous at Tangaras! 

Slaty Brush Finch – a number seen at feeders and in mixed flocks 

Common Bush Tanager – a few seen at various locations 

Dusky Bush Tanager – several seen in mixed flocks at Las Tangaras 

TANAGERS & ALLIES     71 

White-capped Tanager – incomparable, unbelievable, views of more than a dozen with a few 

coming to within 5m distance! 

Dusky-faced Tanager – great views at Rio Claro! 

Rufous-crested Tanager – no fewer than 6 of these rare birds seen on the tour! 

Black-capped Hemispingus – a number of nice looks at this flock associate 

Superciliaried Hemispingus – a number of nice looks at this flock associate 

Oleaginous Hemispingus – a pair of these turned up, finally, in mixed flocks at Rio Blanco 

Black-eared Hemispingus – a good number seen in mixed flocks at a few sites 

Black-headed Hemispingus – one came in to playback at Chingaza! 

Grey-hooded Bush Tanager – a few of these flock associates turned up in proper habitat 

Grey-headed Tanager – one of these songsters gave great views at Rio Claro 

White-shouldered Tanager – a pair turned up in the Cauca dry forest 

White-lined Tanager – a pair seen near Jardin 

Crimson-backed Tanager – common at low-elevation sites 

Flame-rumped Tanager (NE) – this stunner was coming to feeders at Las Tangaras 

Lemon-rumped Tanager – a few seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Blue-grey Tanager – nearly ubiquitous 

Blue-capped Tanager – good views of a number of these in proper habitat 

Palm Tanager – nearly ubiquitous 

Black-and-gold Tanager (E, Vu) – numerous at Tangaras, where common! 

*Gold-ringed Tanager (E, En)  

Hooded Mountain Tanager – several family groups encountered at high elevations 

Black-chested Mountain Tanager – views of this scarce, handsome bird near PNN Chingaza! 

Lacrimose Mountain Tanager – a few seen near Jardin and Rio Blanco 

Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager – several seen at high elevation sites…a real stunner! 

Blue-winged Mountain Tanager – many seen at various sites during the tour 

Black-chinned Mountain Tanager (NE) – spectacular views of this Choco endemic!! 

Grass-green Tanager – what a bird! Always nice to see good numbers of this beauty 
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Buff-breasted Mountain Tanager – a few of these spectacular birds were found near treeline 

Purplish-mantled Tanager (NE) – several of these stunning birds seen in various places! 

Fawn-breasted Tanager – a pair seen near Pedropalo 

Glistening-green Tanager – an indescribable color! seen often at Tangaras 

Multicoloured Tanager (E, Vu) – some of the best views possible of a pair at Otun-Quimbaya 

Plain-colored Tanager – several near Rio Claro 

Golden Tanager – numbers seen at various locations 

Saffron-crowned Tanager – good numbers at a few places 

Rufous-throated Tanager – brief views at Las Tangaras for one participant 

Bay-headed Tanager – good numbers of this beauty seen at a number of sites 

Scrub Tanager (NE) – fairly common in good habitat 

Metallic-green Tanager – more of this relatively scarce bird  

Blue-necked Tanager – a welcome sight and relatively common  

Golden-hooded Tanager – a few seen near Rio Claro 

Beryl-spangled Tanager – great eye-level views at a few locations 

Blue-and-black Tanager – several family groups at high-elevation locations 

Black-capped Tanager – many seen well 

Swallow Tanager – glorious looks at a pair scoping out nest sites right in front of us! 

Blue Dacnis – one seen very well early in the tour 

Green Honeycreeper – nice looks near Jardin 

Rufous-browed Conebill (NE) – many of this special bird seen during the early days of the tour 

Blue-backed Conebill – just one pair seen well early in the tour 

Capped Conebill – numerous in mixed flocks around Rio Blanco 

Rusty Flowerpiercer – one seen near Jardin 

Glossy Flowerpiercer – not uncommon at high elevation sites near treeline 

Black Flowerpiercer – just one seen early, near Chingaza 

White-sided Flowerpiercer – fairly common at high elevation locations 

Indigo Flowerpiercer (NE) – crushing looks of neon blue at Las Tangaras! 

Bluish Flowerpiercer – a few seen in proper habitat 

Masked Flowerpiercer – numerous during the tour  

Tanager Finch (NE, Vu) – stellar views of a responsive pair that came to within 3 meters of us!!! 

Plumbeous Sierra Finch – several at Los Nevados 

Slaty Finch – one at Rio Blanco was an amazing surprise! 

Saffron Finch – numerous in proper habitats 
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Blue-black Grassquit – a few seen near Jardin and other pastureland 

Grey Seedeater – two pairs found in the Magdalena Valley 

Black-and-White Seedeater – a few seen near Jardin, giving great looks in full song 

Yellow-bellied Seedeater – not uncommon on the tour 

Slate-colored Seedeater – a singing male near Jardin was a highlight! This enigmatic species is 

very rarely encountered indeed 

Plain-colored Seedeater – numerous above treeline 

Paramo Seedeater – a few responsive individuals near Los Nevados 

Yellow-faced Grassquit – several seen in mid-elevation pastureland 

Rosy Thrush-tanager – glimpsed only at Tabacal 

Plushcap – several seen point blank range at Chingaza, and others encountered later 

GROSBEAKS, SALTATORS & ALLIES      12 

Tooth-billed (Hepatic) Tanager – a few seen well on the tour 

Scarlet Tanager – one spotted at Parque La Florida! 

Summer Tanager – numbers seen at many locations 

White-winged Tanager – stunning bird of which 4 were seen very well at Otun-Quimbaya! 

Red-hooded Tanager (NE) – This scarce, high-elevation-oak dependent species put on a great 

show for us at Rio Blanco!!! 

*Sooty Ant Tanager (E) 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak – common during the tour 

Buff-throated Saltator – numerous in good habitat 

Black-winged Saltator – a few teased into view at Otun-Quimbaya, behaving oddly  

Greyish Saltator – a few in appropriate habitat 

Masked Saltator – 3 seen in a family group at Rio Blanco, one of the best birds of the tour! 

Streaked Saltator – a few seen near in the Cauca Valley in dry forests 

 

Total Bird Species Recorded: 568 

34 Endemics, 36 Near-endemics 

 

 

MAMMALS        8 

White-footed [Silvery Brown] Tamarin (E) – around Rio Claro 

Venezuelan Red Howler Monkey – near Otun-Quimbaya 
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Red-tailed Squirrel  

Andean Squirrel (E) – seen at Rio Blanco 

Central American Dwarf Squirrel – a few seen 

Choco Dwarf Squirrel (E) – endemic to Choco and Narino, seen at Tangaras! 

Yellow-toothed “Domestic” Cavy 

Crab-eating Fox – a pair came seen at Rio Blanco and Otun-Quimbaya 

  

Total Mammal Species Recorded: 8 

3 Endemics, 2 Near-endemics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


