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Tour Summary 

Our tour started in the beautiful montane gardens of our lodge near Arusha. With four first time 

visitors to sub-Saharan Africa, this was always going to be a truly mind blowing day of African birds 

and mammals. Mugs of coffee in hand, we started birding from the balcony in somewhat overcast 

conditions. As every bird was a lifer, there was no defined difference between common and rare, 

target species or not, so we simply worked each bird that 

made an appearance. Our first hours of birding produced 

flocks of Hadeda Ibis, the monotypic Hamerkop and 

large flocks of White-eared Barbet. A trinity of 

Accipiters – African Goshawk and Little and Black 

Sparrowhawks – noisy Silvery-cheeked Hornbills, 

skulking Grey-olive Greenbul, Olive Sunbird, Thick-

billed, Red-headed and Taveta Weavers, excellent 

perched views of Red-throated Twinspot, nesting Red-

backed Mannikins, Mountain Wagtail and Yellow-

fronted Canary. There was enough time to add some new 

mammals including Black-and-white Colobus, Blue 

Monkey (ssp. albogularis, Zanzibar Syke's Monkey) and 

Tanganyika Mountain Squirrel. After a filling breakfast 

we jumped into our stretch Landcruiser and set off for 

the land of more African Elephants than you can shake 

the proverbial stick at. Somewhat neglected on the 

standard northern Tanzanian tourist circuit, Tarangire 

National Park is a great introduction to many of East 

Africa's commoner birds, a few Tanzanian Endemics and some of those African Elephants, a few 

thousand to be more precise. 

We made the odd stop en route picking up Red-billed Teal, the rather gruesome Marabou Stork 

feeding amongst Tawny Eagles, White-backed, Rüppell's and Lappet-faced Vultures, the brood 

parasite Diederik Cuckoo, incomparable Yellow-collared Lovebirds (taking the early lead for bird of 

the day), Blue-naped Mousebird, multi-coloured 

Lilac-breasted Rollers, Superb and Hildebrandt's 

Starlings, and large colonies of Chestnut Sparrow 

amongst equally large concentrations of Red-

billed and White-headed Buffalo Weavers, 

Speckle-fronted, Baglafecht, Lesser Masked, 

Golden-backed and Chestnut Weavers, Cardinal 

and thousands of Red-billed Queleas, Yellow-

crowned, Black-winged Red and Southern Red 

Bishops, and Reichenow's Seedeater. It would be 

fair to say that there were a few slightly 

overwhelmed, but no less thrilled, birders as we 

sat down to lunch! 

The bird list ticked over as we wound our way 

towards our lodge, but we also opened up our 

“large mammal” account. It is quite impossible to 

spend more than 10 minutes inside Tarangire 

National Park without getting up close and 

personal with African Elephants, what I typically 

refer to as big hairies. So it was that within a few 

Yellow-collared Lovebirds  

African Elephant and massive Baobab Tree 
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minutes we were looking at herds of big hairies while twitching various new bird species. Aside from 

the numerous African Elephants, we also came across 

our first Olive Baboons, Vervet Monkeys, Black-

backed Jackal, small herds of Plains Zebra, the odd 

Giraffe (ssp. tippelskirchi, Masaai Giraffe), small 

numbers of Thomson's Gazelle, pairs of Kirk's Dikdik, 

African Buffalo (another of the big hairies), 

Waterbuck, Blue Wildebeest and the rather common 

Impala.  

New birds included large flocks of Common Ostrich, 

Crested, Yellow-necked and Red-necked Spurfowls, 

Black-faced Sandgrouse, Red-bellied Parrot, Bare-

faced and White-breasted Go-away-birds, Pearl-

spotted Owlet, Striped and Woodland Kingfishers, 

African Hoopoe, African Grey, Northern Red-billed, 

Von der Decken's and a large roosting flock of 

Southern Ground Hornbills. Our first Red-and-yellow Barbet, Bearded Woodpecker, Brown-crowned 

Tchagra, Slate-colored Boubou, Magpie, Long-tailed and Northern White-crowned Shrikes, African 

Paradise Flycatcher, Foxy Lark, a number of cisticolas, Northern Pied Babbler, Red-billed 

Oxpeckers, the endemic Ashy Starling and Rufous-tailed Weaver, Swahili Sparrow and Long-tailed 

Paradise Whydah. The finally tally for the day: 140 – welcome to Africa one might say! We settled 

into our comfortable accommodation for the next few nights still buzzing after this excellent start to 

the tour. 

Up bright and early the following morning, we grabbed mugs of coffee and tea to make a rather 

leisurely start to the day’s birding from the lodge balcony. Many species from yesterday evening were 

in evidence again, allowing everyone to have “second helpings” of what must have been something 

akin to a blurry slideshow the previous day. After breakfast we then set out for a full day’s safari 

within the park. Many more African Elephants were in evidence as well as the commoner denizens 

of the area. However, it was just before lunch that our mammal list claimed an unexpected early 

bonus. Snoozing along branches of an isolated Acacia tree were two Leopards! From the safety of 

our “tin box”, we had uninterrupted views of these most gorgeous of cats. The Leopards evidently 

felt safe enough, but cast the odd glance in our direction just to be sure.  

Our cat appetite sated for now, we moved on to 

enjoy our lunch before continuing our safari en 

route back to our lodge. New additions to the 

birdlist included Hildebrandt's Francolin at 

breakfast and a covey of Coqui Francolin that 

seemed determined to remain on the road, the 

rather rare White-backed Duck, a massive flock 

of African Openbill, the acrobatic Bateleur, 

diminutive Pygmy Falcon, a solitary Grey 

Kestrel, Long-toed and Blacksmith Lapwings, 

plump African Green Pigeons, Black Coucal, 

African Cuckoo, a roosting pair made up of an 

adult and juvenile Verreaux's Eagle-Owl, White-

headed Barbet, Nubian and Eastern Grey 

Woodpeckers, a dazzling display of White-

crested Helmetshrikes, a pair of nesting Red-

throated Tits, displaying Flappet Lark, numerous 

Ashy Starling 

Dozing Leopard 
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Fischer's Sparrow-Larks, Black-lored and Arrow-marked Babblers, the noted songster Spotted Palm 

Thrush, Beautiful (it really is beautiful!) and Scarlet-chested Sunbirds, Green-winged Pytilia and the 

quite extravagant Purple Grenadier. 

After more good food for breakfast the next morning, we departed our lodge and headed for the 

Tarangire gate, passing a herd of at least 300+ African Buffalo! Not unexpectedly we got caught up 

in the customary “Elephant Road Block”, where no amount of money, paperwork or backhanders 

gets one through any quicker. So we waited while these massive pachyderms feasted on the roadside 

grass. As it happened, this lengthy delay worked to our advantage. Only a few kilometres from the 

gate, we got word of a nearby Cheetah kill and 

proceeded at haste. As Cheetah kills go, this was 

impressive - a mother and her three sub-adult cubs 

had just taken down an Impala. They were doing 

their best to wolf down as much of their kill as 

possible before Lions or Spotted Hyena (both noted 

food thieves) made an appearance. In perhaps no 

more than 15 minutes, the Impala carcass was 

unrecognisable and all four Cheetah lay prone with 

fat bellies in a state of nervous alertness a mere 10 

metres from us. Having gorged ourselves on this 

stunning sighting we left Tarangire and headed 

towards the famed Ngorongoro Crater.  

Sadly, the Ngorongoro Crater Conservation Area is starkly delineated. The dense montane forest of 

the lower mountain slopes gives way to absolutely nothing at the park’s boundary. With time running 

a little short, we headed up to the crater lookout where we managed surprisingly good views given 

the low cloud and drizzle. With the change in habitat came the concomitant change in species: flocks 

of Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, the loud and musically diverse Tropical Boubou, spectacled 

Montane White-eyes and White-eyed Slaty Flycatchers. Our hotel lodgings were rather impressively 

situated on the edge of the crater, the abyss staring up at us from the edge of the hotel gardens. There 

was just enough light left to bird the front yard for a few minutes, a rowdy group of Hunter's Cisticola 

being the first new twitch. However there was little to compete with the dazzling Tacazze and Golden-

winged Sunbirds flitting from one bush perch to another. An early start the next morning looked 

inauspicious, the weather conditions were not all that different from the previous afternoon, grey with 

Cheetahs on an Impala kill 

Rufous-tailed Weaver 
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a little rain hanging in the air. Nonetheless, we began to make our way down the steep entrance road 

and into the crater proper. A little time was spent birding the montane forest section where two more 

long tailed sunbirds were added, namely Malachite and Bronzy. Dusky Turtle Doves paraded on the 

road for us, but it was another sunbird that stole the show in the form of Eastern Double-collared. 

Exiting the forest, it was the turn of some grassland specialists: African Stonechat, Fan-tailed and 

Red-collared Widowbirds, and a small flock of Southern Citrils. The ubiquitous Rufous-naped Lark 

presented itself along with small groups of Ant-eater Chats and Capped Wheatears. For a short period 

of time, the grasslands simply hummed with Longclaws; Pangani, Yellow-throated and Rosy-throated 

all showed in quick succession.  

Bizarrely, we had yet to find a Lion – the last of our large cats 

for the tour. This was to change rather rapidly and in keeping 

with the tour’s acquired taste of managing staggering cat 

sightings: an old lioness lay belly-up feeding her two young cubs 

within a few feet of the roadside. Our initial excitement at seeing 

this small pride, including two very cute cubs, eventually 

dissipated and we moved on, turning the corner and almost 

bumping straight into a Spotted Hyena. They say that the 

Ngorongoro Crater is something special, and it was certainly 

showing us why. In fact, we had almost become blasé about the 

teeming African Buffalo and African Elephant populations that 

appeared at every turn in the road. A pair of Lions, probably 

brothers, crossed the road not far from us, more Spotted Hyena 

and the normal plethora of plains game – Plains Zebra, Blue 

Wildebeest, Thomson's and Grant's Gazelles, Common Warthog 

and a few Eland. A Golden Jackal made a wild dash past us, 

seemingly intent on getting somewhere quickly, though we 

could not see where or what for.  

The world heaviest flying bird, the Kori Bustard, was present in large numbers, while Secretarybird 

was proving impossible to track down. Some wetland birding netted large numbers of Lesser and 

Greater Flamingo, the typical duck fraternity and a small flock of breeding plumaged Yellow Bishops. 

A few more mammals rounded out the day nicely, with our first Defassa Waterbuck, some very large 

tuskers (African Elephant) and a disappointingly distant Black Rhinoceros. It had therefore taken us 

only three days to acquire the fabled “Big 5”, though for now we were calling it the Big 4.5, as we 

still wanted a White Rhinoceros to complete the set 

properly.   

We eventually exited the crater and devoted an hour 

to birding the montane forest from within our lodge 

gardens (and possibly a little beyond too...). With 

coffee in hand, a bucket-load of gorgeous species 

were added in the late afternoon. Schalow's Turaco 

sat exposed for a few seconds before we turned to a 

pair of Chinspot Batis, some Mountain Bulbuls put 

in a quick-fire appearance, followed by a Brown 

Woodland Warbler displaying typical Phylloscopus 

ducking and weaving trickery before pausing long 

enough for a good view. African Yellow Warbler 

showed for some while Brown-headed Apalis posed 

as all birds should, unobscured and unhurried. A pair 

Male Straw-tailed Whydah 

Male White-bellied Bustard 
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of plump Dusky Flycatchers allowed for close approaches before the day was completed with a 

twilight Abyssinian Thrush on the lawn.  

There was to be no further birding the 

following morning as we needed to leave early 

for the long and bumpy ride to the equally 

famous Serengeti National Park. With little 

interest in visiting a Masaai village, we pressed 

on to Olduvai Gorge. Perhaps the most 

important anthropological site with respect to 

human evolution, it also happens to be a fine 

birding venue. Stuck in the rain shadow of the 

Ngorongoro Crater, the sudden and stark 

change in environment was a shock to us all. 

Despite the wind blowing a gale, we 

determinedly set out for a few of the targeted 

species, ticking off Nyanza Swift, Red-fronted 

Tinkerbird, White-bellied Canary and 

Southern Grosbeak-Canary. An African Savanna Hare was flushed before our feet and a few minutes 

were spent observing the rather colourful Red-headed Rock Agama. Our driver knew of a sneaky 

shortcut through good scrubby grassland habitat which paid good dividends. As it turned out, this 

gave us our only Martial Eagle of the tour followed by our first Eastern Chanting Goshawk, a Short-

tailed Lark and a small flock of Abyssinian White-eyes. Then it was bumpity bump all the way to 

Serengeti. 

There are many fine adjectives to describe the Serengeti, but perhaps the most apt would be vast – as 

far as one could see in any direction, it was just grassy plain after grassy plain broken up only by the 

odd rocky outcrop. After a long drive, there was little time to explore properly. A short stop at a 

roadside pond yielded a few Black Crakes and Quailfinch after Quailfinch – I've never seen anything 

Freckled Nightjar on a day roost in the road! 

Ngorongoro Crater - one of the world’s most spectacular views 
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quite like the numbers we saw! Mammals didn't disappoint either, and thousands of Plains Zebras did 

their best to block the roads, while hundreds of Thomson's and Grant's Gazelles were never far away. 

A pack of approximately 11 Spotted Hyena clearly had us tourists in mind when they established 

their den next to the road verge, but our undoubted highlight of the day came in the form of a Serval! 

Slinking its way among the wispy waist high grass, it allowed us excellent and prolonged views. 

Lions presented again, this time three individuals taking some relief up a tree. Some of the commoner 

birds also began to make an appearance: Grey-backed Fiscal, Rüppell's Starling, Tanzanian Red-

billed Hornbill, Red-billed Oxpecker and, finally to much “guide relief”, a pair of Secretarybirds 

foraged nearby. Leaving the pesky Tsetse Flies in haste, we arrived at our hotel just in time to find 

Holub's Golden Weaver and a male Scarlet-chested Sunbird. The day was not quite over though, as 

we all managed half decent views of Freckled Nightjar from our balconies before dinner. 

After another filling breakfast the next day 

(must watch the pounds on this tour!), we 

headed out to see what the park offered. A 

plethora of commoner species kept our tally 

ticking over including the gorgeous Fischer's 

Lovebird, while Lion were starting to attain the 

moniker of “ubiquitous”. However, it was 

another cat that spiked our interest and 

amusement at the same time. A Cheetah had 

gotten caught up on its rounds by a muddy 

river. Most unhappy, this hydrophobic cat 

moved back and forth trying to find a fording. 

Evidently impatient, the Cheetah gave up 

looking and decided to make a run for it – only to land deep in the black, muddy river! This most 

regal of cats emerged rather self-consciously, covered in dirty mud. After a quick dash across the 

road, it settled under a tree to consider its damaged image, though I suspect it would have been happier 

to have crawled into a hole had there been one available.  

After that entertainment we set off for our target bird of the morning, the Karamoja Apalis. The 

correct habitat for the Apalis also happened to be grand central for Tsetse Flies. While we were able 

to hear a few Apalis calling, none would come near enough to the vehicle for a proper sighting. Any 

further effort was halted by the Tsetse fly invasion, so we departed empty-handed for lunch. Passing 

a recently burnt patch delivered both Temminck's Courser and Grey-capped Social Weaver before 

we stopped at a “hippo pool”. Said pool was more a failed waste water treatment facility, the fetid 

water brimming with cavorting Hippopotamus 

and the odd Nile Crocodile. The afternoon heat 

was not overly conducive to birding but we did 

find our first Silverbird of the trip. 

Our second full day in the park saw us working 

through many of yesterday’s species en route to 

the Moru Kopje's area. Thousands of Plains 

Zebra greeted us on our way out as did a dozen 

or more Lions, clearly enjoying the opportunity 

for some easy pickings.  

Red-fronted Barbet finally gave everyone a 

decent view before we watched up to 30 (one of 

us did count them) Banded Mongoose and a 

single Egyptian Mongoose cross the road not far 

away. After lunch on top one of the rocky Gerenuk 

Not very regal, Cheetah in Serengeti NP 
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outcrops we set off for a large grass fire not far away, hoping to find some scavengers poking about 

for freshly cooked morsels. Indeed there were plenty of birds in evidence; Marabou Stork by the 

hundreds and a solitary and rather unseasonal White Stork. Superb Starlings and Fork-tailed Drongos 

joined the fray, but we could find no mammalian predators. A nearby lake provided some new water 

birds, including Kittlitz's Plover, Gull-billed Tern and Wood Sandpiper.  

Breakfast on our last morning was interrupted before it had even begun, by me... Off we went on a 

quick walk to find a nearby tree that contained two Lesser Galagos, which were oddly bright eyed 

and bushy tailed, for this was very much past their bed time. With another long drive ahead of us, we 

stopped for very little until we were close to the exit. I made a speculative effort for Mocking Cliff 

Chat which happened to respond immediately, albeit a little too well as it sat calling right above our 

vehicle where we were unable to see it. Some nifty maneuvering of the vehicle was required to get 

everyone on the bird. While inspecting an old quarry we nabbed a pair of Greater Kestrel, but also 

spotted a female Cheetah sitting nervously with a very young cub. Fifteen minutes later another adult 

Cheetah came into view, and both mom and the interloper sat glaring at each other for a while. We 

left shortly afterwards heading back towards the Ngorongoro Crater where we would spend the night. 

Disappointingly, the weather changed as soon as we got to the crater rim; foggy and wet it was. 

Pushing onwards we arrived at Gibb's Farm, a small 

chunk of past colonial glory. The lodgings were 

outrageously impressive, made all the more 

tempting by the inclement weather. Following a 

superb lunch we hustled out to walk a trail, rain 

clouds threatening from every angle. After a week 

confined to vehicles it was fantastic to be birding on 

foot for a change. The gardens were chock full of 

new species: Green-headed Sunbird, Thick-billed 

Weaver, Pink-billed Firefinch and the much sought-

after Kandt's Waxbill. Barely a few feet into the trail 

and we had our first perched view of Tambourine 

Dove followed by a small flock containing Chinspot 

The best place to see Mount Kilimanjaro is from the Kenyan park of Amboseli  

Grey Crowned Cranes with Chicks 
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Batis, Black-throated Wattle-eye, White-tailed Blue Flycatcher (reminiscent of the Asian Fantails), 

Mountain Greenbul and the easy-on-the-ear Grey-capped Warbler. The rain remained imminent, but 

so far so good. A very confident Grey Cuckooshrike made an appearance before we had the “bird of 

the day”: a Schalow's Turaco sat on an exposed branch and preened for fully 5 minutes before running 

and hopping down a branch. Fantastic! A reclusive pair of Spectacled Weavers were the last birds of 

note before a combination of rain and nearby Elephants 

announced the end of the day’s effort. Just before 

dinner we made a quick saunter down to a clearing to 

find Montane Nightjar, which came in immediately. 

The icing to the end of another great day came in the 

form of two Thick-tailed Galagos that came to the 

lodge feeder to pick up the proffered Bananas.  

As the rain fell gently on our final morning in 

Tanzania, we enjoyed another excellent breakfast 

before driving into Arusha. On exiting the city, we 

snuck in a few White-fronted Bee-eaters before 

passing Mount Meru for Kenya. The landscape 

changed drastically to something only marginally more 

vegetated than the Sahara desert. With some time to 

play with, I decided to make an unscheduled side trip to the “Lark Plain's”. We flushed a few Athi 

Short-toed Lark before finding the major prize, Beesley's Lark. Critically Endangered and numbering 

somewhere between 50 - 100 birds, we managed to find two pairs before continuing on our way to 

the border. With immigration out of the way we made a sharp right and headed parallel to the border 

en route to Amboseli National Park. A large flock of Fischer's Starlings and White-browed Sparrow-

Weavers were found as well as a solitary Purple Roller. Entering the park it was then the turn of the 

mammals – or one in particular that grabbed our attention, the remarkably long-necked Gerenuk. Not 

only does this antelope sport a small Giraffe-like neck, but it stands much like a goat to browse the 

more difficult to reach sections of Acacia trees and bushes. The day passed out with hundreds of 

African Elephants frequenting the lake edge and, as things started to become crepuscular, we finally 

found what was becoming our nemesis bird – Saddle-billed Stork. Dinner might have begun on time 

too, had I not found a brazen White-tailed Mongoose sniffing about the lodgings. Normally a tricky 

animal to see, we had fantastic views of this large Mongoose hunting down some easy meals near the 

floodlights.  

Some of us were up early the next day to take advantage of the 

unencumbered views of Mount Kilimanjaro. Located in Tanzania, 

almost all of the picture perfect postcard shots are taken from 

Kenya. As it happened, we needn't have bothered as the peak 

remained surprisingly clear of cloud interference well into the 

morning. We then headed straight for the wetlands to search for 

waterfowl and reed dwelling species. A number of new herons and 

ducks were added to the list as well as an overwintering or very lost 

Pallid Harrier, Grey Crowned Cranes with very young chicks, and 

the scarce Zanzibar Red Bishop. The afternoon produced a few 

highlights in the form of a solitary female Hartlaub's Bustard, 

Lesser Moorhen and a single male Greater Painted-snipe. Spotted 

Hyena lay about next to the road while African Elephant, 

Hippopotamus and African Buffalo all grazed away in the lush 

wetland verges.  

Collared Pratincole 

Eastern Tree Hyrax 
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We left early the next morning for the cooler climes of Mount Kenya, Africa's second highest 

mountain. A quick effort during the midday heat for Hinde's Babbler failed to bear fruit, but a riverine 

patch of forest near to our lodgings proved much more productive. The tricky Moustached Tinkerbird 

flitted through quickly, followed by the much commoner Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird. Mountain 

Oriole made for a welcome break from all the rather dull Greenbuls which included Slender-billed, 

Yellow-whiskered and Placid. We moved higher into the foothills but looked sure to arrive at our 

lodgings after dark! An incredible two hours of birding on the way delivered an array of highlights 

including perched Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon, Hartlaub's Turaco, large numbers of Red-fronted 

Parrots, a small flock of White-headed Wood Hoopoe that interrupted our Kenrick's Starling sighting, 

a pair of Tullberg's Woodpeckers, Western Citril, Grey-headed Nigrita and a lone Thick-billed 

Seedeater. Our stunning lodge here is based around a floodlit 

waterhole, so one always has an eye on the action. Showers 

were interrupted yet again (this was becoming a trademark 

feature) as two Central African Large-spotted Genets climbed 

the feeding stations for their chicken meal. A pair of 

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl hunted for amphibians around the lake 

edge, but also kept a beady eye on any of the 8 Egyptian Goose 

goslings that were huddled under mom. Bushbuck dominated 

the waterhole, only making way for a herd of burly African 

Buffalo. Off to bed we finally went, with Eastern Tree Hyrax 

making their bizarre racket deeper in the forest.  

With so many of the main targets already found, the following 

morning was an exercise in looking for the trickier denizens 

of the forest. Some early morning birding around the parking 

lot failed to find any White-starred Robins, but we did have a 

single Mountain Yellow Warbler. A Peregrine Falcon greeted 

us from a tall telecommunications mast before we started our 

short drive through the forest below. A pair of Purple-throated 

Cuckooshrike disturbed our attention while we tried to zero in 

Mount Kenya 

White-headed Mousebird 
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on a Common Scimitarbill, before an Abyssinian Crimsonwing shot off the road never to be seen 

again. Three Harvey's Duiker dashed into the forest on our approach before we exited the main reserve 

and got out to walk a little. The windy and overcast conditions were evidently not suitable to birding, 

with only African Hill Babbler and Grey and Chestnut-

throated Apalis to show for our efforts. 

For the afternoon I decided to take a different approach 

and head out on a game walk through the main forest. 

Being on our feet helped immensely as we were able 

to chase down all those typically “heard only” birds. 

We got off to a decent start with good views of Black-

throated Apalis before one of the day’s highlights 

appeared out of nowhere. Sitting somewhat obscured 

by small twigs some 20 yards from us was the 

unmistakable red and green Narina Trogon. Only some 

of us were able to get onto the incredibly difficult 

Brown-chested Alethe before we were again side-

tracked by an adult White-starred Robin. White-tailed 

Crested Flycatcher proved difficult to pin down, while 

a flock of the very cute Kikuyu White-eye mingled 

near a male Northern Double-collared Sunbird. As 

cool as the Narina Trogon was, bird of the day surely had to go to Oriole Finch – a fine end to yet 

another good day’s birding. The waterhole then provided more highlights as a slinky Leopard 

threatened to make a kill in front of us. Alas, an ever-alert Bushbuck managed to stare down the 

Leopard, or at least the bush we saw it go into. Nothing much else happened that night, with a 

midnight wake up call for Giant Forest Hog proving to be a few seconds too late...  

We had just enough time for a little birding on the way out of Mount Kenya the next day, adding a 

fly-over Brown-capped Weaver and two Red-chested Cuckoos. We made good time en route to the 

dry plains of central Kenya, stopping at a small, unprepossessing hill for a twitch. While it may not 

have looked like much, this rather convenient hillside was an excellent spot for the East African 

Endemic Boran Cisticola. After a bit of climbing, two individuals displayed vociferously for us 

alongside a number of Cinnamon-breasted Bunting. A distant Lanner Falcon was ripping apart what 

looked to be a snake. Just before we reached Shaba, a small flock of roadside Mousebirds required 

inspection, for they were the desired White-headed; one major target species down, many more to 

come hopefully… 

Some paperwork was required at the Shaba National Reserve gate, allowing us the time to find a host 

of new species including Fan-tailed 

Raven, Parrot-billed Sparrow, Black-

throated Barbet, Eastern Yellow-billed 

Hornbill and a Somali Bee-eater perched 

nearby. Red-winged Starlings joined us 

for lunch before we took a short walk 

around the lodge gardens. New birds 

came thick and fast as one might expect 

in this new habitat, including a pair of 

noisy Northern Brownbuls, while Black-

bellied and Hunter's Sunbirds sallied 

alongside flocks of White-throated Bee-

eater.  

Boran Cisticola in full cry 

Beisa Oryx 
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With that it was time to head out and bird the reserve. 

Not only were the birds different, but the mammals 

were all new too. Herds of Grevy's Zebra were quickly 

found grazing amongst a small sounder of Desert 

Warthog. Gerenuk seemed overly plentiful and Giraffe 

(ssp. reticulata, Reticulated Giraffe) browsed not far 

from the vehicle. New birds continued to flow: Grant's 

Wood Hoopoe, Pink-breasted Lark, Dodson's Bulbul, 

Bristle-crowned Starling, a flock of the nomadic 

Magpie Starling and small numbers of African 

Silverbill.  

We set out to target a series of larks the following 

morning. A well-armed game ranger accompanied us 

for our trudge through the rock-strewn plains, where 

we uncovered a number of Williams's and Pink-

breasted Larks as well as the rather smaller Chestnut-

headed Sparrow-Lark. Unfortunately however no Friedmann's Larks could be located. And then, to 

cap the morning, a number of Beisa Oryx and a few Somali Ostrich were found on our way out of 

Shaba. We made the short drive across from Shaba to its sister reserve, Buffalo Springs, for the next 

two nights. The pool of target birds had dwindled rapidly, but we still had some “mega” species left 

to find. Our eagle-eyed driver found one almost immediately, a Somali Courser standing quietly in a 

shady spot near the road. We arrived just in time for lunch, but got sidetracked with more new birds 

in the form of an overly yellow Golden Palm Weaver and a small flock of Rufous Chatterers. The 

afternoon's game drive picked out Red-winged Lark, Northern Crombec, Black-cheeked Waxbill and 

another Lion. Our evening entertainment came in the form of two Common Genet feeding on scraps 

before a hungry Nile Crocodile took permanent ownership (of the bones that is, the Genets escaped 

unscathed). A few Slender-tailed Nightjars hawked the floodlights along with Heart-nosed Bats.  

We had a full day to explore the dry scrubby habitat and slightly greener riverside vegetation within 

Buffalo Springs. A level of concern was starting to be reached regarding our lack of Vulturine 

Guineafowl. We had found just about everything else we wanted here, but this fowl would not play 

ball! With the wind wreaking havoc, birding became tricky – nothing would, or should I say could, 

perch for us. We nevertheless scraped a few new birds onto the list, including a skulking Three-

streaked Tchagra and a single Ashy Cisticola. The beauty of birding in East Africa, though, is that 

when the conditions aren't great and the birds 

refuse to play ball, you are always able to fall 

back on some mammals. Our first major mammal 

of the day gave us somewhat of a surprise, as 

both myself and our excellent spotter of a driver 

managed to drive straight past a prone Leopard, 

only for one of our clients to rescue the situation. 

Clearly Mr Spots had not been expecting us 

either, for he was none too impressed with being 

so rudely interrupted from his snooze. A hiss and 

feigned charge were all that were required to 

have me turning off the video camera and 

winding up the window. For a good few seconds 

the thought of entertaining Mr Spots in the front 

cab were a distinct possibility. However the 

Leopard reversed into deeper bush and we left, 

equally quickly. Ah yes, the smell of adrenalin in the morning.  

3 Grevy's Zebra, not an optical illusion! 

One of two very adorable Bat-eared Foxes 
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No sooner had we taken in this fantastic Leopard sighting than we found easily the mammal of the 

day, if not the entire tour – 2 photogenic Bat-eared Foxes. They flushed from a roadside hole, stopping 

long enough for us to snap a few images in the early 

morning sunshine. As mammals go, Bat-eared 

Foxes must be very high up on the awesomely cute 

chart. Lunch and a short rest were taken to ward off 

the excessive heat before we headed back out to 

find those elusive fowl. 

Success was practically pre-determined as our 

driver had seen a small flock of the targeted birds 

during his afternoon rest. Twenty minutes later and 

we had said flock of Vulturine Guineafowl near the 

river! With the pressure off, we spent the remainder 

of the drive enjoying whatever came our way; a 

pair of Red-fronted Warblers being the only new 

species. 

With no time to lose, we decamped from Buffalo Springs for the long drive to Lake Nakuru on the 

other side of the Aberdares. Mount Kenya looked as good as ever, the cooler weather at this altitude 

much enjoyed after days of baking dryness. A quick shortcut gave us our first Black-winged 

Lapwings of the tour before we stopped for a short pit stop, on the Equator apparently. A delightful 

show is put on for the throngs with too much money and no sense. Caveat emptor, the locals peddling 

the wonders of opposing rotational water vortices either side of the Equator are a complete fraud. 

Then again, they probably don't have that many physicists as tourists or many who check the GPS 

location to find they are full minute north of the Equator! Science lesson complete, we made one 

more stop for lunch at Thomson Falls where we had delightful entertainment from a pair of Crowned 

Hornbills and our first Golden-winged Sunbirds since leaving Ngorongoro so many days ago. 

Lake Nakuru is certainly not all that large, but we could see its shimmering water long before we 

arrived. Two consecutive years of heavier than normal rains have caused the shoreline to rise way 

above its normal level, flooding the main gate. This mass influx of fresh water has no doubt had an 

effect on the flamingo population too, for they were woefully few and far between. The short 

afternoon drive did showcase this remarkable little reserve, surrounded by villages and towns all 

along its border. Rain seemed imminent, so we headed for our lodge gardens to pick off the remaining 

target species, Northern Puffback and African Thrush. No sooner had we succeeded and the rain came 

pelting down, bringing the day’s action to a slightly 

premature halt.  

Our last day in Kenya dawned to clear skies and the 

prospect of some good birding and new mammals. 

The first highlight of the morning came in the form 

of a nearby African Fish Eagle devouring the 

remains of what looked to be a Reed Cormorant. 

We made a quick detour to a quarry finding a 

number of Mourning Wheatear before heading 

down to the lakeshore. Waterbirds were in 

evidence, but a crash of White Rhinoceros (that 

really is the collective noun for Rhinoceros) 

claimed priority status. In fact, we were halted even 

before reaching the Rhinos by a tower of Giraffe 

(ssp. cottoni, Rothschild's Giraffe) (ed., enough 

Vulturine Guineafowl 

Somali Courser 
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collective nouns already). Rothschild's Giraffe is one of a number of currently recognized sub-

species, but they are liable to be elevated to full species status in the near future. Found only in Uganda 

and western Kenya, the individuals in Lake 

Nakuru were introduced in the 1970s – 

making up what is left of the 450 or so alive 

today. Moving on from the Giraffe, our 

group of White Rhinoceros had carried on 

their contented grazing activities near the 

road. We saw at least 8 individuals, which 

amounted to about 30% of those present in 

the park. Both Black and White Rhino were 

introduced from private parks as well as 

from South Africa in the 1980s, and Lake 

Nakuru was until recently one of the few 

places in Kenya where rhino were 

considered safe. Unfortunately this is no 

longer the case and a number of poaching 

incidents have already occurred this year.  

On the birding front, we added a couple of new species to the list: Little Rock Thrush, Amethyst 

Sunbird and a number of shorebirds including an overwintering Ruff. A little before lunch we left the 

park and headed towards Nairobi, making a stop high on the Kinangop Plateau for a rather special 

bird. Endemic to the high grasslands of southwestern Kenya, Sharpe's Longclaw is high up on the 

most-wanted list of Kenyan birds and for good reason. Lunch was forbidden until we had “deserved” 

it, so out we jumped to walk some fields. It didn't take long to find the bird, though it took some good 

eyes and a little perseverance to get good, perched views of the species. In all we probably found 5 

or 6 individuals in a relatively small field. Lunch always tastes better after such success! We pushed 

on a little further to a lakeside where we could scope the waterfowl while eating – not that there was 

anything particularly unusual in evidence. A pair of African Swamphen is not normally something to 

get too excited about, but along with two well-hidden Fulvous Whistling Ducks, they were the last 

new birds for the trip. 

17 days, 493 bird and 67 mammal species. Of all that has been written above, numbers sometimes 

speak equally as loudly. This is an incredible tour of two incredible countries, and it’s little wonder 

that so many birders and wildlife enthusiast return year after year. 

 

Annotated Checklist of Birds Recorded 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 4.2 List of: Gill, F. and Donsker, D (Eds). 2014. 

 

Total species and forms recorded: 493 including 5 heard only 
 

Key to abbreviations 

 

ET - Endemic to Tanzania 

EK - Endemic to Kenya 

I - Introduced 

* - Heard Only 

 

 
 

White Rhinoceros 
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Ostriches   Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

Common, seen on most days of the tour except in very dry habitat of central Kenya where Somali 

Ostrich replaced it. 
Somali Ostrich Struthio molybdophanes 

Shaba and Buffalo Springs. Recorded only in the dry central plains of Kenya. 

  

Ducks, Geese and Swans   Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

Tarangire. Seen in small numbers around the Silale Swamp. 

Fulvous Whistling Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 

Lumuru Pan. Small numbers seen around the pan en route to the airport. 

White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus 

Tarangire & Lumuru Pan. Individuals seen at both water holes.   
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

Ngorongoro Crater. Small numbers seen around the pan fringes. 
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 

Common, seen at almost all water bodies.  
Cape Teal Anas capensis 

Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & Lumuru Pan. Uncommon but widespread. 
African Black Duck Anas sparsa 

Arusha. See only on the lake at our accommodation in Arusha. 
Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 

Lake Nakuru & Lumuru Pan. Not recorded until the last day of the tour. 
Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha 

Tarangire, Amboseli & Lumuru Pan. Uncommon but widespread. 

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 

Tarangire, Amboseli & Lake Nakuru. Common and widespread. 

  

Guineafowl   Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

Common and widespread. Seen on most days of the tour. 

Vulturine Guineafowl Acryllium vulturinum 

Buffalo Springs. Seen on the last afternoon as well as our drive out of the reserve. 

  

Pheasants and allies   Phasianidae 
Coqui Francolin Peliperdix coqui 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Amboseli. Common during the first half of the tour in Tanzania.  
Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena 

Tarangire, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Common in savanna habitat. 
Hildebrandt's Francolin Pternistis hildebrandti 

Tarangire, Ngorongoro Crater & Lake Nakuru. Common at Ngorongoro Crater and Lake Nakuru.   

Yellow-necked Spurfowl Pternistis leucoscepus 

Commonly recorded at most reserves. 
Grey-breasted Spurfowl  (ET) Pternistis rufopictus 

Serengeti. Common only in the Serengeti. 
Red-necked Spurfowl Pternistis afer 

Tarangire & Amboseli. Common only at these two reserves. 

*Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 

Heard a number of times en-route to Ngorongoro Crater and around Kinangop. 
Harlequin Quail Coturnix delegorguei 
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Tarangire & Ngorongoro Crater. Many birds flushed, unfortunately none settled in view. 

  

Grebes    Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Common at all large water bodies. 
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 

Serengeti. Single individual in non-breeding plumage seen amongst a large number of Little 

Grebes. 

  

Flamingos   Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 

Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. Commonly see at both the Ngorongoro Crater and 

Lake Nakuru although numbers at Lake Nakuru were much reduced from normal. Probably a large 

number at Lake Manayara, but no ID could be made at the distances involved. 
Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor 

Ngorongoro Crater & Lake Nakuru. Commonly see at both the Ngorongoro Crater and Lake 

Nakuru although numbers at Lake Nakuru were much reduced from normal. Probably a large 

number at Lake Manayara, but no ID could be made at the distances involved. 
 

Storks   Ciconiidae 
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

Common and widespread. 
African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 

Tarangire. Large numbers near Silale Swamp. 
White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. First seen attending a large burnt area in Serengeti, another two 

individuals were seen at Lake Nakuru. 

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

Amboseli. After much effort we finally laid eyes on one individual late on our first afternoon at 

Amboseli.  
Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer 

Commonly seen at most sites. Huge numbers were following an active bush fire in the Serengeti.  

  

Ibises, Spoonbills   Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Very common near all water bodies.  
Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

Very common at most sites visited.  
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 

Common at most water bodies.  
African Spoonbill Platalea alba 

Small numbers present at most water bodies. 
  

Herons, Bitterns   Ardeidae 
Striated Heron Butorides striata 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Shaba. Singles flushed around wooded rivers.  
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

Amboseli. Small numbers seen only in Amboseli. 
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Commonly seen in large numbers at most sites. 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 



Trip Report – RBT Kenya & Tanzania: Birds and Big Game VI 2014  

 

 

 

17 

Relatively common and widespread at most water bodies.  
Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

Regularly encountered in grassland habitats of Tanzania and Amboseli only. 
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

Amboseli. Single individual encountered on two days.  
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

Shaba. Single individual found feeding off a bridge behind our accommodation. 
Great Egret Ardea alba 

Amboseli, Buffalo Springs & Lake Nakuru. Small numbers present around the larger water bodies. 
Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia 

Tarangire, Amboseli & Lake Nakuru. Common around larger water bodies. 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Tarangire & Lake Nakuru. Singles were irregular at Tarangire, commoner at Lake Nakuru.  

  

Hamerkop   Scopidae 
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 

Singles seen on most days of the tour. 
  

Pelicans   Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

Ngorongoro Crater & Lake Nakuru. Small numbers in the crater, but very large flocks at Lake 

Nakuru. 
Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 

Amboseli. Only small numbers seen on one day at Amboseli. 
  

Cormorants, Shags   Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 

Common at most larger water bodies. 
White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Thomson Falls area & Lake Nakuru. Huge numbers nesting at Lake Nakuru, otherwise scarce. 

  

Anhingas, Darters   Anhingidae 
African Darter Anhinga rufa 

Amboseli & Thomson Falls area. Uncommon, singles seen at both locations.  
  

Secretarybird   Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 

Fairly widespread, large numbers at Serengeti. 

  

Kites, Hawks and Eagles   Accipitridae 

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 

Conspicuous and widespread in all grasslands sites.  

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 

Ngorongoro Crater. Single fly over seen in the Crater. 
Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Small numbers seen on most days at Tarangire, once at Serengeti. 
White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

The commonest and most wide spread vulture. Seen on most days of the tour. 
Rüppell's Vulture Gyps rueppelli 

Common and widespread, mostly in Tanzania. 
White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 
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Tarangire & Serengeti. Uncommon, but recorded on three days.  
Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Small numbers at Tarangire, but many seen attending the last rites of a kill 

on our way out of the Serengeti. Despite their massive size, were easily chased away by Black-

backed Jackals.  
Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 

Widespread, but uncommon. Seen sporadically in Tanzania and Kenya. 
Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

Uncommon, but recorded on most days in Tanzania. 
Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

Widespread and relatively common. Seen mostly in threes consisting of two adults and a juvenile. 
Crowned Eagle Stephanoaetus coronatus 

Lake Nakuru. Surprisingly difficult to find, seen distantly on our last day.  
Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

Near Olduvai Gorge & Serengeti. Another surprisingly scarce raptor. Seen only twice all tour. 
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 

Seen only at Tarangire in Tanzania, became commoner between Mount Kenya to Thomson Falls.  
Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi 

Tarangire. One of the distinct 'brown eagles' seen on two occasions.  
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 

Tarangire. Scarce, only one individual recorded. 
Ayres's Hawk-Eagle Hieraaetus ayresii 

Tana River Valley. Scarce, one individual found while searching for Hinde's Babbler. 
Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

The commonest and most wide spread raptor of the tour. Recorded on most days. 
African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster 

Tarangire. Surprisingly scarce, recorded only the once. 
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 

Tarangire & Amboseli. Recorded at both locations on one occasion each. 
Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates 

Serengeti. We eventually found a single individual with a red cere and dark rump having worked 

our way through a number of Eastern Chanting Goshawks.  
Eastern Chanting Goshawk Melierax poliopterus 

Wide spread and common in drier, savanna habitats. 
African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 

Arusha. Single bird circling and calling high above the forest on our first morning near Arusha. 
Shikra Accipiter badius 

Tarangire. Single bird seen from the balcony of our accommodation early on our second morning. 
Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus 

Arusha & Mount Kenya. Part of our excellent Accipiter beginning around Arusha, further 

individuals seen later in the tour at Mount Kenya, including a melanistic bird. 
Ovambo Sparrowhawk Accipiter ovampensis 

Tana River Valley. Single bird circled before flying over us while searching for Hinde's Babbler. 
Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus 

Arusha. Single bird flew low over our heads with a Little Sparrowhawk in close attendance. 
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

Tarangire. Single young bird found around the Silale Swamp. 
African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 

Tarangire. Single adult bird seen after the Western Marsh Harrier at Silale Swamp. 
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 

Amboseli. Single adult hawking over the grasslands of Amboseli. 
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 
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Near Ngorongoro Crater, Nairobi and Kinangop Plateau. Birds were only common around human 

habitation.  
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

Common raptor around all larger water bodies. 
Mountain Buzzard Buteo oreophilus 

Gibb's. Single bird seen flying over the forests of the Elephant Trail. 
Augur Buzzard Buteo augur 

Common raptor at any site with mountains or rocky outcrops.  
  

Bustards   Otididae 
Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 

Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & Amboseli. Particularly common at the Crater.  
White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis 

Serengeti & Amboseli. Common at both sites, almost always in pairs.  
Buff-crested Bustard Lophotis gindiana 

Amboseli & Buffalo Springs. Singles seen at both sites. 
Hartlaub's Bustard Lissotis hartlaubii 

Amboseli. Despite much searching we could only find a single female in the dry grasslands.  

   

Rails, Crakes and Coots   Rallidae 
Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 

Serengeti & Amboseli. Excellent views at a small pan in the Serengeti of some very conspicuous 

individuals. 
African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Lumuru Pan. At least one individual seen on our last day in Kenya. 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Regular around most larger, vegetated water bodies. 
Lesser Moorhen Gallinula angulata 

Amboseli. Stunning sighting of a single bird that was found in open water, very close to us.  
Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 

Tarangire & Lumuru Pan. Surprisingly scarce, though common at both these sites. 

  

Cranes   Gruidae 
Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum 

Commonly seen at most sites, even above the montane forests around Arusha! 
  

Buttonquail   Turnicidae 
Common Buttonquail Turnix sylvaticus 

Amboseli. Single bird flushed form close to the road. Another bird was found at the Serengeti Gate, 

unfortunately it was no longer breathing when we found it. 
  

Stone-curlews, Thick-knees   Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

Regular near water at most of the Tanzanian sites we visited. 
Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 

Tarangire & Amboseli. Snoozing birds were found on three occasions, normally hidden away on 

high ground under cover of vegetation.  
  

Stilts, Avocets   Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Regular at most large water bodies, particularly common in the Crater and Lake Nakuru. 
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Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

Ngorongoro Crater & Lake Nakuru. Large number in the Crater, less populous at Lake Nakuru.  
  

Plovers   Charadriidae 
Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris 

Common at all larger water bodies. 
Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 

Common throughout Tanzania and at Amboseli. 
Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus 

Serengeti, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Seen along larger river banks. 
Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus 

Near Mount Kenya. Common in high altitude grassland as we crossed over the Aberdares. 
Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

The commonest lapwing on tour, seen at most sites.  
Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 

Serengeti & Amboseli. Small numbers in the Serengeti, very common around Amboseli. 
Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

Common along all water bodies. 

  

Painted-snipes   Rostratulidae 
Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis 

Amboseli. A single male was expertly spotted by Patricia late on our last afternoon in Amboseli.  
  

Jacanas   Jacanidae 
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 

Common around most large water bodies. 

  

Sandpipers, Snipes   Scolopacidae 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

Lake Nakuru. Small numbers amongst the wader flock. 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Tarangire. Surprisingly we only saw one bird at all tour. 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. Small numbers seen around large water bodies. 
Little Stint Calidris minuta 

Serengeti. Common around a single lake, not recorded again. 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

Lake Nakuru. Small numbers amongst the mixed wader flock around the lake. 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax 

Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. Single bird seen at a lake in the Serengeti, at least one individual at Lake 

Nakuru entering eclipse plumage. 

  

Coursers, Pratincoles   Glareolidae 
Somali Courser Cursorius somalensis 

Buffalo Springs. Single individual found in the shade of a road side tree. 
Temminck's Courser Cursorius temminckii 

Serengeti. Two pairs attending a recently burnt area of the park. 
Double-banded Courser Rhinoptilus africanus 

Common and conspicuous at a number of sites. Had a penchant for sitting on the roads making 

them easy to find. 
Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 
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Amboseli. Only recorded at Amboseli where they were common. Chicks were present even this late 

into the season. 
  

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers   Laridae 
Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

Ngorongoro Crater & Lake Nakuru. Common at both sites, but always fairly distant. 
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 

Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. Excellent views of a single bird at Serengeti followed by a small flock at 

Lake Nakuru. 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. The commoner of the tern species, recorded regularly. 
White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 

Ngorongoro Crater & Lake Nakuru. Scarcer than Whiskered, one individual at Lake Nakuru was 

practically in full breeding plumage. 

  

Sandgrouse   Pteroclidae 
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus 

Common in the drier areas of Amboseli and the central Kenyan sites. 
Yellow-throated Sandgrouse Pterocles gutturalis 

Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. First recorded in the Crater, fairly common at Serengeti. 
Black-faced Sandgrouse Pterocles decoratus 

Widespread, but particularly common at Tarangire where they were reluctant to move off the roads.   
Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse Pterocles lichtensteinii 

Shaba. Poor fly by views of two birds late in the afternoon. 
  

Pigeons, Doves   Columbidae 
Rock Dove  (I) Columba livia 

Fortunately scarce, only recorded around the larger conurbations of Arusha and Nairobi. 
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 

Common and widespread. Recorded on almost every day of the tour, often nesting in the eaves of 

our accommodation. 
African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix 

Ngorongoro Crater and Gibbs Farm. Fairly common in the upper montane forests of these 

Tanzanian reserves. All visuals were fly overs though. 
Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon Columba delegorguei 

Mount Kenya. Normally a tricky species to find, they were rather common and conspicuous near to 

our accommodation on Mount Kenya. 
Lemon Dove Columba larvata 

Mount Kenya. A skulking, forest floor species. We had excellent views of one individual near the 

parking lot. 
Dusky Turtle Dove Streptopelia lugens 

Ngorongoro Crater. Seen every day around the Crater rim including a bird ambling across the road. 
Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens 

Common at most sites. Beautiful is somewhat bizarre call! 
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 

Common at all higher elevation forest sites. 
Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 

Very common at most sites.  
Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 

Very common at most sites.  
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos 



Trip Report – RBT Kenya & Tanzania: Birds and Big Game VI 2014  

 

 

 

22 

Tarangire, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Common only at these venues, some excellent sightings of this 

sometimes tricky to see species. 
Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 

Gibb's Farm. Heard at all montane forest sites, only see at Gibb's, where one flushed individual 

gave us extended and unobstructed views. 
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 

Common at most sites visited. An unusually large flock of around 10 individuals were found sitting 

in a small dead shrub at Buffalo Springs. 
African Green Pigeon Treron calvus 

Tarangire, Ngorongoro & Serengeti. Present in small numbers at all three locations.  
  

Turacos   Musophagidae 
Schalow's Turaco Tauraco schalowi 

Ngorongoro Crater & Gibb's Farm. Initially seen well only by some, we had the most outrageous 

sighting at Gibb's Farm. A single bird sat exposed on a dead limb for at least 5 minutes preening 

before scuttling down the trunk.  
Hartlaub's Turaco Tauraco hartlaubi 

Mount Kenya & Thomson Fall's. Excellent sightings were had every day at Mount Kenya. More 

were seen at Thomson Fall's.  
Bare-faced Go-away-bird Corythaixoides personatus 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Amboseli. Rare that White-bellied at Tarangire, became the dominant 

species at the Serengeti. 
White-bellied Go-away-bird Corythaixoides leucogaster 

Tarangire, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Common at all three venues, recorded nowhere else.  

  

Cuckoos   Cuculidae 
White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus 

Seen regularly in Tanzania, recorded only in Kenya at Lake Nakuru. 
Black Coucal Centropus grillii 

Tarangire. Two individuals seen at distance of Silale Swamp. 
Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus 

Amboseli. Single bird seen only in flight. 
Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 

Commonly heard throughout Tanzania, seen on a number of occasions in Tarangire and Serengeti. 
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas 

Heard at various location in Tanzania and Kenya, see very well at Tarangire. 
*African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus 

Mount Kenya. Heard on two consecutive mornings, but no visuals were forthcoming. 

Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius 

Heard frequently, but we had to wait until we were leaving Mount Kenya for excellent sightings of 

two individuals. 
African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 

Tarangire. At least one bird seen well, another possible sighting at Lake Nakuru. 

   

Owls   Strigidae 
*African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis 

Heard on most nights at Tarangire and the Serengeti, but no visuals were attained. 

Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 

Serengeti. A pair of birds were found at a roadside roost on two mornings as we left our camp.  
Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus 

The commonest owl on the tour. Day roosts were found in Tarangire and Buffalo Springs (from the 
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breakfast table!) as well a pair that spent both nights at Mount Kenya hunting around the water 

hole. 
*African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii 

Arusha. A pair of dueting owls were heard early on our first morning. 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Buffalo Springs. We had an excellent sighting early on the tour at Tarangire. 

We did not pursue this common species again, but had another good sighting at Buffalo Springs.  

  

Nightjars   Caprimulgidae 
Montane Nightjar Caprimulgus poliocephalus 

Gibb's Farm. We only made an effort for this species at Gibb's Farm where one individual 

responded immediately, perching in a nearby bare tree. 
Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma 

Serengeti. We saw this species from the balconies of our accommodation at dusk. Our best sighting 

came of a single bird roosting in broad daylight on the road ahead of us. 

Slender-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus clarus 

Buffalo Springs. Commonly found feeding in front of the flood lights at our accommodation. 
  

Swifts   Apodidae 
Scarce Swift Schoutedenapus myoptilus 

Serengeti, Gibb's Farm & Lake Nakuru. We managed to find a few individuals amongst the larger 

swift flocks. 
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

Fairly common at most sites we visited, always in association with tall palm trees.  
Mottled Swift Tachymarptis aequatorialis 

Tarangire & Lake Nakuru. We only saw a few individuals of this very large species. Seen in 

stunning light, low down at Tarangire where the mottled appearance stood out. 
Nyanza Swift Apus niansae 

Olduvai Gorge. Small numbers of this species were seen amongst the more numerous Little Swifts. 
African Black Swift Apus barbatus 

Serengeti. Equally small numbers seen in the Serengeti amongst the more numerous Little Swifts.  
Little Swift Apus affinis 

Very common. The de facto swift of the tour. Recorded on most days, used as the standard of 

comparison for all other swift ID. 
Horus Swift Apus horus 

Tarangire & Lake Nakuru. Small numbers were found amongst the more numerous Little Swifts.  

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 

Fairly common throughout the tour, outnumbered only by Little Swifts.  
  

Mousebirds   Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 

Very common. Seen on most days of the tour in very large numbers. 
White-headed Mousebird Colius leucocephalus 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. An inhabitant of very dry areas, we were lucky to find a a few flocks, 

some allowing very close approaches at Buffalo Springs. 
Blue-naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus 

Tarangire, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Favoring broadleaved woodland, this species was found in 

very large flocks at times.  

  

Trogons   Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina 
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Mount Kenya. One of the birds of the tour. While walking a trail at Mount Kenya a stunningly male 

maneuvered into a position to look at us. Thankfully it can be difficult for a blood red and metallic 

green bird to hide completely and we enjoyed extended views of this very attractive bird.  

  

Rollers   Coraciidae 
Purple Roller Coracias naevius 

Amboseli & Buffalo Springs. Uncommon, one bird perched on telephone lines being the best 

sighting en route to Amboseli. 
Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 

Common. Seen on most days of the tour. 

  

Kingfishers   Alcedinidae 
Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala 

Fairly common in drier habitat. Excellent visuals at Amboseli.  

Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 

Tarangire & Lake Nakuru. Heard more often than seen, singles were encountered at both locations.  
Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 

Fairly common in Tanzania, seen best at Tarangire. 
Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 

Encountered around most large waterbodies. Seen particularly well at our lodge in Arusha. 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

Regular around large water bodies. 

  

Bee-eaters   Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

The commonest Bee-eater on the tour, see almost every day. 
Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater Merops oreobates 

Frequent in the higher altitude montane forests. Seen best at the Ngorongoro Crater rim and Mount 

Kenya. 
White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 

Near Arusha & Lake Nakuru. Small flock was seen on the road out of Arusha to the Kenyan border 

followed by more small flocks in Lake Nakuru. 
Somali Bee-eater Merops revoilii 

Shaba. Small flock seen near the entrance to Shaba and not again. 
White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Plentiful at both these dry central Kenyan reserves.  

  

Hoopoes   Upupidae 
African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

Fairly common throughout the tour.  
  

Wood Hoopoes   Phoeniculidae 
White-headed Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus bollei 

Mount Kenya. A small flock was observed in a very exposed dead tree next to the road, potentially 

nesting. 
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Small flocks were recorded on most days at these two parks. 
Grant's Wood Hoopoe  (EK) Phoeniculus granti 

Shaba. One flock was seen on our first afternoon at Shaba. We had decent enough views, mostly of 

birds in flight. 
Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 
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Mount Kenya & Lake Nakuru. We had only a quick look at one bird on Mount Kenya before 

enjoying a much more prolonged view of another single bird at Lake Nakuru. 
Abyssinian Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus minor 

Serengeti. A regular attendee at mixed flocks, we had at least two sightings. 
  

Hornbills   Bucerotidae 
Crowned Hornbill Tockus alboterminatus 

Mount Kenya & Thomson Falls. After a single fly over at Mount Kenya, we were treated to a 

grandstand sighting at Thomson Falls of a bird that responded to our Slender-billed Starling 

playback. 
African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Fairly common at Tarangire, our last sightings were in the Serengeti. 
Northern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus 

Tarangire, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Commonly found only at these three reserves. 
Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill  (ET) Tockus ruahae 

Serengeti. Frequent only in the Serengeti. 
Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus flavirostris 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Sporting a banana for a bill, we only saw this species in the dry central 

Kenyan reserves.  
Von der Decken's Hornbill Tockus deckeni 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Fairly common only at these two reserves. 
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill Bycanistes brevis 

Arusha & Mount Kenya. The far carrying wailing cries of these mammoth hornbills were hard to 

miss. Commonly encountered at our accommodation in Arusha and Mount Kenya. 

  

Ground Hornbills   Bucorvidae 
Southern Ground Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri 

Tarangire. We had two very good sightings of these terrestrial behemoths in Tarangire.  
  

African Barbets   Lybiidae 
White-eared Barbet Stactolaema leucotis 

Arusha. Very common in the upper montane forest surrounding our lodge near Arusha.  
Moustached Tinkerbird Pogoniulus leucomystax 

Mount Kenya. We were lucky enough to have two sightings of this tricky species, one of which was 

good enough to make out the faint moustachial stripe. 
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus 

Mount Kenya. Commonly heard calling, we had a number of sightings too. 
Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus 

Olduvai Gorge. A single bird was seen braving the gale force winds at Olduvai.  
Red-fronted Barbet Tricholaema diademata 

Serengeti & Shaba. Very similar to the above species, but a little larger. Seen well on two 

occasions. 
Black-throated Barbet Tricholaema melanocephala 

Shaba. One individual seen very well at the entrance to Shaba. 
White-headed Barbet Lybius leucocephalus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. We were fortunate to observe two flocks of these uncommon. 

Red-and-yellow Barbet Trachyphonus erythrocephalus 

Tarangire & Olduvai Gorge. Fairly common at both locations. 

D'Arnaud's Barbet Trachyphonus darnaudii 

Ngorongoro Crater. A single bird of the nominate form was seen in the Crater. 

[Usambiro Barbet] Trachyphonus d. usambiro 
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Serengeti. Good sighting of a single bird next to a hippo pool 
Note: this sub-species is considered a full species by some authorities. This is due to larger size, greyer bill, and 

greenish tone to the head and a darker breast band. IOC does not recognize this split, however Clement’s does. 

  

Honeyguides   Indicatoridae 
Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 

Shaba. A single bird gave very poor, fly by views only. 
Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator 

Tarangire & Amboseli. Heard on all three days in the park, one individual did show well. Some of 

us also saw a juvenile bird in Amboseli. 

  

Woodpeckers   Picidae 
Nubian Woodpecker Campethera nubica 

Common at many of the sites visited. 
Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 

Serengeti. A single bird was seen on our first afternoon in the park. 
Tullberg's Woodpecker Campethera tullbergi 

Mount Kenya. A fantastic sighting of a pair working away at a dead branch below a Hartlaub's 

Turaco. 
Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Shaba. Heard more often than seen, most frequent in mixed flocks. 
Bearded Woodpecker Dendropicos namaquus 

Tarangire & Gibb's Farm. Seen every day in Tarangire, surprise find in the higher montane forests 

of Gibb's Farm. 
Eastern Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos spodocephalus 

Tarangire & Ngorongoro Crater. Seen one at each location. 
  

Caracaras, Falcons   Falconidae 
Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus 

Small numbers in Tanzania, became much commoner in central Kenya. 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

Lark Plains. Single bird seen just before the Tanzania/Kenya border. 
Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 

Serengeti & Amboseli. Nesting pairs seen at both reserves.  
Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus 

Tarangire. Birds seen on two consecutive days near the masses of Red-billed Quelea nests. 
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 

Near Shaba. Scope views of a single individual feeding on what we presumed was a snake at the 

Boran Cisticola site.  

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

Mount Kenya. Single individual seen perched on the telecommunications pole early one morning.  
  

Parrots   Psittacidae 
Fischer's Lovebird  (ET) Agapornis fischeri 

Serengeti. Surprisingly missed en route to Ngorongoro, we had plenty of good sightings in the 

Serengeti. 
(Note: Records of this species from Rwanda, Burundi and Kenya all refer to feral populations, so this species is 

technically an Endemic of Tanzania) 

Yellow-collared Lovebird  (ET) Agapornis personatus 

Tarangire. Found only at Tarangire where it was common. 
Red-fronted Parrot Poicephalus gulielmi 

Mount Kenya. Found only at Mount Kenya where it was very common. While most sightings were 
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fly overs, we did have a few individuals perch near to us in the late afternoon sun.  
Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Seen only once at Tarangire, these parrots were particularly common in the 

Serengeti. 
Red-bellied Parrot Poicephalus rufiventris 

Tarangire, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Very common at Tarangire, found in small numbers in the 

central Kenyan reserves. 

   

Wattle-eyes, Batises   Platysteiridae 
Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 

Fairly common at most higher altitude, montane forest sites. A pair were also found in the dry thorn 

scrub around Olduvai Gorge. 
Black-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira peltata 

Gibb's Farm. Up to three birds were seen amongst a glorious mixed flock at Gibb's Farm. 

 

Helmetshrikes   Prionopidae 
White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus 

Tarangire & Shaba. A flock gave excellent views at Tarangire, we also had a much more distant 

sighting of another flock high above us on a rocky ridge at Shaba. 

[Retz's Helmetshrike] Prionops retzii 

Arusha. Not part of the official list, but included for the benefit of half the group that had arrived a 

day early. A pair of birds seen particularly well mid-morning from the lodge verandah. 

 

Bushshrikes   Malaconotidae 
Rosy-patched Bushshrike Telophorus cruentus 

Amboseli, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. We had stunning views of a pair en route to Amboseli with 

further sightings at the drier central Kenyan reserves. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. Relatively common species, heard much more often than 

seen. We did however obtain multiple good views. 
Three-streaked Tchagra Tchagra jamesi 

Buffalo Springs. Found a particularly windy day. The bird would not expose too much of itself, but 

we had half decent views of this fairly tricky species.  
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 

Gibb's Farm. We had excellent road side views of this species in the coffee plantations upon 

entering Gibb's Farm. 
Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 

Common and widespread. We observed this species at most locations. 
Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis 

Lake Nakuru. We managed to sneak in a single bird in the gardens of our accommodation before 

the heavy rains started to fall. 
Slate-colored Boubou Laniarius funebris 

Tarangire. A skulking, sooty black bird that we saw on a few occasions, only at Tarangire. 
Tropical Boubou Laniarius major 

Common and widespread, we had multiple sightings of this varied songster. 
Brubru Nilaus afer 

The bush telephone, common and widespread, recorded on most days of the tour.  
  

Cuckooshrikes   Campephagidae 
Grey Cuckooshrike Coracina caesia 

Gibb's Farm & Mount Kenya. We had multiple good views of this species along the Elephant Trail 
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as well as Mount Kenya. 

Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 

Tarangire. We had only one sighting of a male in an Acacia tree near the Silale Swamp. 
Purple-throated Cuckooshrike Campephaga quiscalina 

Mount Kenya. Though somewhat backlit, the pair we saw were vibrant enough. 

  

Shrikes   Laniidae 
Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus 

Commonly seen in Tanzania and across the border at Amboseli. 
Northern White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus ruppelli 

Common in Tanzania, did not see them again until Shaba. 
Grey-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitoroides 

Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. Commonly encountered at both these sites. 
Long-tailed Fiscal Lanius cabanisi 

Tarangire & Amboseli. Common at Tarangire, a few individuals at Amboseli. 

Taita Fiscal Lanius dorsalis 

Widespread. Seen at a number of sites, though never particularly common. 
Northern Fiscal Lanius humeralis 

Present in small numbers in Tanzania, became increasingly common in Kenya. 
  

Figbirds, Orioles   Oriolidae 
Mountain Oriole Oriolus percivali 

Mount Kenya. Seen on a few occasions in these montane forests. 
Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

Lake Nakuru. Having struggled to find this species all tour, we ultimately ended up with very good 

views around Lake Nakuru. 
  

Drongos   Dicruridae 
Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

Commonly encountered at most sites on the tour.  

  

Monarchs   Monarchidae 
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 

Frequently encountered, mostly in gardens surrounding our accommodation.  
  

Crows, Jays   Corvidae 
Cape Crow Corvus capensis 

Serengeti & Kinangop Plateau. A large flock of crows were found on our way into the Serengeti 

with further sightings while looking for Sharpe's Longclaw. 
Pied Crow Corvus albus 

Very commonly seen around human habitation and along roads.  
Fan-tailed Raven Corvus rhipidurus 

Shaba. A pair of these ravens were seen upon entering Shaba. 
White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 

Ngorongoro area. A huge flock of over 50 individuals were seen between the Serengeti and Gibb's 

Farm.  

  

Fairy Flycatchers   Stenostiridae 

White-tailed Blue Flycatcher Elminia albicauda 

Gibb's Farm. A number of these fantail style flycatchers were seen in a small mixed flock near the 

farm. 



Trip Report – RBT Kenya & Tanzania: Birds and Big Game VI 2014  

 

 

 

29 

White-tailed Crested Flycatcher Elminia albonotata 

Mount Kenya. After much trying, we all got good views of this flighty flycatcher on our afternoon 

walk in the park. 

 

Tits, Chickadees   Paridae 
White-bellied Tit Melaniparus albiventris 

Mount Kenya, Thomson Fall's and Lake Nakuru. We saw a single bird on our afternoon walk at 

Mount Kenya. They became numerous at Lake Nakuru. 
Red-throated Tit Melaniparus fringillinus 

Tarangire. We found a pair of these beautiful birds near Silale Swamp. 
Acacia Tit Melaniparus thruppi 

Buffalo Springs. A pair of birds flew across the road offering limited/poor views only. 

  

Penduline Tits   Remizidae 
Mouse-colored Penduline Tit Anthoscopus musculus 

Shaba. At least a pair of these small tits were found in a low Acacia tree on our return from a 

successful Williams's Lark hunt. 

  

Larks   Alaudidae 
Beesley's Lark  (ET) Chersomanes beesleyi 

Lark Plains. We made a short diversion en route to Kenya for a chance at finding these Critically 

Endangered birds. Despite the strong winds, we managed to find two pairs. Originally part of the 

Spike-heeled complex that occurs some 2000km away in southern Africa, this population likely 

became isolated by the geological formation of the Rift Valley. The species is perfectly suited to the 

dry, arid habitat that was created in the rain shadow of Mounts Meru and Kilimanjaro.  
Chestnut-headed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix signatus 

Shaba. We saw small numbers of this species while walking the lava plains for Williams's Lark. 
Fischer's Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix leucopareia 

Very common in Tanzania and into southern Kenya.  
Pink-breasted Lark Calendulauda poecilosterna 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. One of the more attractive larks, it was common in the dry central 

Kenyan reserves. 
Foxy Lark Calendulauda alopex 

Tarangire. We had good views of this species along the road. 
Red-winged Lark Mirafra hypermetra 

Buffalo Springs. We had good views of this species on two occasions. 
Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 

Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. Numerous at both locations.  
Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea 

Tarangire. We enjoyed one particularly good sighting where a male performed a display, flapping 

his wing tips together to create the distinctive, loud clapping sound. 
Williams's Lark  (EK) Mirafra williamsi 

Shaba. A fairly common species in the right habitat. A short walk along the lava plains produced a 

number of flushed birds, though few sat in exposed positions for long. 

Singing Bush Lark Mirafra cantillans 

Tarangire. One individual was seen on our second day at Tarangire. Unusually this was the only 

sighting we had all tour. 
Short-tailed Lark Pseudalaemon fremantlii 

Near Olduvai Gorge. While taking a back road towards the Serengeti, we bumped into at least one 

individual of this species. 
Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 
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Common and abundant in the right habitat, we first came across this species in the Ngorongoro 

Crater. 
Athi Short-toed Lark Calandrella athensis 

Lark Plains. A few individuals were flushed from the short grass of Lark Plains while we searched 

for Beesley's Lark. 

  

Bulbuls   Pycnonotidae 
Dodson's Bulbul Pycnonotus dodsoni 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Common only at the two dry, central Kenyan reserves. 
Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor 

Abundant at all locations except Shaba and Buffalo Springs where it was replaced by the above 

species. 
Mountain Greenbul Arizelocichla nigriceps 

Ngorongoro Crater & Gibb's Farm. Fairly common at both these sites. 
Slender-billed Greenbul Stelgidillas gracilirostris 

Mount Kenya. Another distinctive Greenbul species that showed better than others at Mount Kenya. 
Yellow-whiskered Greenbul Eurillas latirostris 

Mount Kenya. Sporting a distinctive yellow moustachial stripe, this species never exposed itself for 

long. 
Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 

Gibb's Farm. We saw a small number of these birds along the Elephant Cave trail. 
Northern Brownbul Phyllastrephus strepitans 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. A pair of these birds were responsive around our accommodation at 

Shaba while we saw another two birds in Buffalo Springs. 
Grey-olive Greenbul Phyllastrephus cerviniventris 

Arusha & Mount Kenya. A typically shy Greenbul, we managed a few sightings of individuals 

dashing from one thicket to another. 
Placid Greenbul Phyllastrephus placidus 

Mount Kenya. A dull brown Greenbul, we saw small numbers attending mixed flocks. 
  

Swallows, Martins   Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

Fairly common at most venues we visited.  
Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

Amboseli. Only a single individual was found among the variable Hirundine flocks. 
Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola 

Near Tarangire & Serengeti. Small flocks were observed as they flew in and out of small bridge 

overhangs or culverts. 
Banded Martin Riparia cincta 

Ngorongoro Crater. Only a handful of individuals were found in the Crater hawking over the grassy 

banks. 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Lake Nakuru. A very late pickup of this migrant bird associating with a mixed Hirundine flock. 
Angolan Swallow Hirundo angolensis 

Serengeti. A single individual was found on all three mornings in the park associating with a 

hawking insects over a river. 
Ethiopian Swallow Hirundo aethiopica 

Shaba. Small number of individuals seen in a mixed Hirundine flock in the late afternoon. 
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

Widespread. Seen particularly well at our lodge in Arusha where a pair were nesting over the main 

entrance. 
Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 
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Common throughout the tour.  
Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 

Particularly common in Tanzania, we had smaller numbers in Kenya, mostly at Amboseli. 
Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis 

The common 'red' swallow. We had regular sightings at most of the venues we visited. 
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 

Ngorongoro Crater. Pairs of birds were found only in the Crater. 

  

Crombecs, African Warblers   Macrosphenidae 
Northern Crombec Sylvietta brachyura 

Buffalo Springs. A single bird was found busily feeding in an Acacia tree. 
Red-faced Crombec Sylvietta whytii 

Relatively common in Tanzania. 
  

Leaf Warblers and allies   Phylloscopidae 
Brown Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus umbrovirens 

Ngorongoro Crater. We found one individual that eventually sat still long enough to get decent 

views around the gardens of our accommodation.  
  

Reed Warblers and allies   Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

Ngorongoro Crater. Normally a shy, skulking species, we had a single individual clamber up a reed 

and show it's face while stopped at a hippo pool in the Crater. 
African Yellow Warbler Iduna natalensis 

Ngorongoro Crater. We found this Warbler among an excellent late afternoon flock in the gardens 

of our accommodation. Another furtive species that barely sat still long enough to observe.  
Mountain Yellow Warbler Iduna similis 

Mount Kenya. We found one individual from the parking lot of our accommodation. No less 

furtive, we did manage some decent views as it fed on the exterior of low trees. 
  

Grassbirds and allies   Locustellidae 
Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 

Lumuru Pan. Views were obtained of this species as it hopped about in a reedbank behind the 

Fulvous Whistling Ducks we were actually trying to observe.  
  

Cisticolas and allies   Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops 

Serengeti & Gibb's Farm. We never really paid much attention to this species in the Serengeti while 

looking at Quailfinch (understandable), but had much more time to appreciate this species on the 

Elephant Cave trail at Gibb's Farm. 
Hunter's Cisticola Cisticola hunteri 

Ngorongoro Crater & Mount Kenya. We had good views at both locations of this flocking cisticola. 
Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 

Perhaps the commonest bird of the entire tour. Seen frequently on almost all days of the tour. 
Boran Cisticola Cisticola bodessa 

En route to Shaba. We visited a known site for this species which involved a little uphill hiking. We 

ended up with two individuals displaying atop some low trees. 
Ashy Cisticola Cisticola cinereolus 

Buffalo Springs. Try as it might, the wind was so strong that this species was unable to reach the 

top of a small bush it was attempting to scale.  
Lynes's Cisticola Cisticola distinctus 



Trip Report – RBT Kenya & Tanzania: Birds and Big Game VI 2014  

 

 

 

32 

Ngorongoro Crater. We had decent views of this distinct (as far as cisticolas are concerned), on our 

way into the Crater. 
Winding Cisticola Cisticola marginatus 

Ngorongoro Crater & Amboseli. Easy enough to find when calling, we only managed aerial views 

of this species. 
Stout Cisticola Cisticola robustus 

Amboseli. Larger and chunkier than most other cisticolas, we had good views at Amboseli. 
Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis 

Tarangire. Another large cisticola, we had good views around the Silale Swamp. 
Tiny Cisticola Cisticola nana 

Amboseli. A distinctly small cisticola, one was found on our way into Amboseli. 
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 

Tarangire. Commonly heard over the entire park, aside from looking a 'zitting' speck in the sky, we 

only saw them when they dive-bombed into a grassy patch. 
Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 

Serengeti. Common over the arid, grassy plains. Much like Zitting Cisticola, most of our views 

were of aerial birds only. 
Pectoral-patch Cisticola Cisticola brunnescens 

Ngorongoro Crater. Common within the Crater, we saw a number perched up on grassy stalks. 
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 

Tarangire. We managed only one sighting of this normally common species. 
Pale Prinia Prinia somalica 

Buffalo Springs. We managed poor views of this species as it also struggled to clamber up a 

scraggly bush in the gale force winds. 
Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella 

Tarangire & Serengeti. A small warbler that was fairly common, albeit always high up above us. 
Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida 

Tarangire, Serengeti, Lake Nakuru. Commonly found at these three sites. 
Black-throated Apalis Apalis jacksoni 

Mount Kenya. A very attractive Apalis, we had excellent sightings on our afternoon walk around 

the reserve.  
Chestnut-throated Apalis Apalis porphyrolaema 

Mount Kenya. Commonly heard, we managed a couple of sightings while walking the lower roads 

of the reserve. 
*Karamoja Apalis Apalis karamojae 

Serengeti. We managed to hear at least two individuals in the Serengeti before being well and truly 

banished by the incessant Tsetse Flies. 

Grey Apalis Apalis cinerea 

Mount Kenya. We had a few individuals show well while we walked the lower roads. 
Brown-headed Apalis Apalis alticola 

Ngorongoro Crater & Gibb's Farm. We had two very good sightings of this species around our 

lodge gardens at the Crater as well as within a mixed flock at Gibb's Farm. 
Red-fronted Warbler Urorhipis rufifrons 

Buffalo Springs. Our last afternoon drive turned up two of these distinct warblers with their 

periscope tails.  
Grey-capped Warbler Eminia lepida 

Gibb's Farm. This large, stunning warbler gave us some excellent views as well as very good 

vocals. A rather drab name for a very attractive species. 
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata 

One of the commonest species throughout the tour. Seen and heard at most locations we visited. 
Grey Wren-Warbler Calamonastes simplex 

Amboseli & Shaba. A loud and vociferous warbler, we had good views whenever the species 
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clambered atop a bush to proclaim its territory. 

  

Laughingthrushes   Leiothrichidae 
Rufous Chatterer Turdoides rubiginosa 

Buffalo Springs. A small flock was observed feeding next to the restaurant of our accommodation. 
Black-lored Babbler Turdoides sharpei 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Loud and vocal, we found a few flocks at both venues. 
Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. Slightly commoner that the above species, we had good views 

of small and very vocal flocks. 

Northern Pied Babbler Turdoides hypoleuca 

Tarangire. Good views of this species were obtained mostly in the vicinity of Silale Swamp and 

other nearby water bodies. 
  

Sylviid Babblers   Sylviidae 
African Hill Babbler Pseudoalcippe abyssinica 

Mount Kenya. A skulking species that showed well, albeit briefly on a few occasions during our 

time here. 
Banded Parisoma Sylvia boehmi 

Tarangire. We saw this species on two consecutive days feeding noisily in mixed flocks. 
  

White-eyes   Zosteropidae 
Abyssinian White-eye Zosterops abyssinicus 

Olduvai Gorge. We were lucky enough to bump into a small flock of this species as we departed the 

Gorge en route to Serengeti.  
African Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis 

Thomson Falls. A small flock passed by us while we were attempting to find Slender-billed 

Starling.  
Montane White-eye Zosterops poliogastrus 

Ngorongoro Crater & Gibb's Farm. A common species at both locations, we had a number of busy 

flocks pass through. 
Kikuyu White-eye  (EK) Zosterops kikuyuensis 

Mount Kenya. This species with the over-sized white orbital ring presented on a few occasions, an 

especially large flock was found on our afternoon walk about the reserve. 

  

Starlings, Rhabdornis   Sturnidae 
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 

Common species observed on every day in Tanzania, but only rarely in Kenya. Huge numbers were 

observed in Tarangire as they followed African Elephants for disturbed insects. 
Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Tarangire & Lake Nakuru. A pair was resident at our accommodation at Tarangire while more were 

seen on the last day of our tour in Lake Nakuru. 
Rüppell's Starling Lamprotornis purpuroptera 

Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. Commonly found in the Serengeti while further individuals were seen 

around Lake Nakuru. 
Golden-breasted Starling Lamprotornis regius 

Shaba. We managed one excellent, though somewhat distant sighting of this appreciable starling. 
Superb Starling Lamprotornis superbus 

One of the commonest species all tour. Somewhat unfortunate for such an attractive species to be 

relegated to 'trash' status so quickly! 
Hildebrandt's Starling Lamprotornis hildebrandti 
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Much less common, this darker version of the above species was seen regularly at most locations. 
Ashy Starling  (ET) Lamprotornis unicolor 

Tarangire. Endemic to a small area of northern Tanzania, but relatively common within its range. 

Seen a number of times during our stay at here. 

Fischer's Starling Lamprotornis fischeri 

Near Amboseli. We saw a large flock of these starling along the dirt road to Amboseli.  
Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Arusha. A large flock of males and females were seen in a fruiting tree in the gardens of our 

accommodation near Arusha. 
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

Frequently encountered around human habitation and rocky outcrops. 
Bristle-crowned Starling Onychognathus salvadorii 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. First seen distantly at Shaba, we had a resident pair around our 

accommodation at Buffalo Springs. 
Kenrick's Starling Poeoptera kenricki 

Mount Kenya. We saw a small flock near the road on our way into Mount Kenya. Our attention was 

quickly diverted to a flock of White-headed Wood Hoopoe! 
Magpie Starling Speculipastor bicolor 

Shaba. We had small flocks of this nomadic species on both our drives at Shaba. 

  

Oxpeckers   Buphagidae 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Relatively uncommon by comparison to the following species, we did 

however have good views of some nearby individuals at both locations. 
Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Very common at most venues we visited. They have a clear preference for sifting through African 

Buffalo for ticks, but were equally happy on any ungulate that allowed them visitation privileges. 
  

Thrushes   Turdidae 
African Thrush Turdus pelios 

Lake Nakuru. Another of our target species that we found around our lodge gardens in the nick of 

time before torrential rain put an end to our birding. 

Bare-eyed Thrush Turdus tephronotus 

Tarangire. A tricky species to locate, we managed to find a single individual around one of the 

parks lodges. 
Abyssinian Thrush Turdus abyssinicus 

Ngorongoro Crater, Mount Kenya & Thomson Falls. Fairly common around high altitude montane 

forests. We first found this species around the gardens of our lodge above the Ngorongoro Crater. 
  

Chats, Old World Flycatchers   Muscicapidae 
White-browed Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 

Tarangire & Serengeti. We had good views of this species at the gate of Tarangire. 
White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher Melaenornis fischeri 

This distinctive grey flycatcher with a white orbital ring was common at all the high altitude 

montane sites we visited. 

Northern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis edolioides 

Buffalo Springs. We were lucky to have this species present near our accommodation allowing 

views on consecutive days.   
Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 

Tarangire. A single bird was found in amongst a mixed flock. 
Pale Flycatcher Melaenornis  pallidus 
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Tarangire & Olduvai Gorge. An uncommon species, we managed some good sightings of this 

species in the drier, Acacia dominated areas of Tarangire. More were seen near to Olduvai Gorge. 
African Grey Flycatcher Melaenornis microrhynchus 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Amboseli. The common grey flycatcher that we encountered on most days 

in Tanzania and southern Kenya. 
Silverbird Empidornis semipartitus 

Serengeti. Surprisingly we did not find any in Tarangire, but made up for this with numerous 

sightings in the Serengeti. [Not to be confused with the much larger, jet propelled aluminum tubes 

that were also referred to as 'Silverbirds' by a comedian in the back!] 
Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Scarce, we saw one individual near our accommodation in Tarangire 

followed by another in the Serengeti. 
African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 

Ngorongoro Crater, Gibb's Farm & Mount Kenya. Common at all these high altitude, montane sites. 
Brown-chested Alethe Pseudalethe poliocephala 

Mount Kenya. An incredibly difficult species to find, we only managed brief views of this species 

on our walk through the reserve.  
Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 

Ngorongoro Crater. We obtained good views of this species around our lodge accommodation. 
Rüppell's Robin-Chat Cossypha semirufa 

Gibb's Farm & Mount Kenya. Having been given the run around by this species at our lodge in 

Arusha as well as Ngorongoro Crater, we finally obtained good views at Gibb's Farm where the 

birds hogged the pathways between the gardens. 
White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 

Ngorongoro Crater. The lower altitude cousin of the above mentioned species. We obtained good 

views on the crater floor. 
White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata 

Mount Kenya. After much searching we finally located an adult on our walk in the reserve. 
Spotted Palm Thrush Cichladusa guttata 

Perhaps the best songster we experienced, commonly heard and seen at Tarangire, Amboseli and at 

the dry central Kenyan reserves. 

Little Rock Thrush Monticola rufocinereus 

Lake Nakuru. One of the last new birds we saw, an unassuming bird was found while we had 

stopped to look at other species. 
African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

Ngorongoro Crater & near Nyere. A common species of high grassland habitat. We had plenty of 

good sightings of both males and females. 
Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

Serengeti. We saw one individual on our way out of the Serengeti. Initially the bird sat right over 

our vehicle giving us no view at all. Some quick maneuvering gave us all much better views of a 

male in full song.  
Anteater Chat Myrmecocichla aethiops 

Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & near Nyere. Particularly common on the crater floor, we had 

further sightings in the Serengeti and around Nyere. 
Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 

Commonly found in short grassland habitat. We first saw this species in the Ngorongoro Crater.  
Mourning Wheatear Oenanthe lugens 

Lake Manyara area & Lake Nakuru. We had poor views of this species at the Lake Manyara 

lookout, mostly as I expected to have better opportunities further on. Luckily we found large 

numbers of this species in a quarry at Lake Nakuru. 
  

Sunbirds   Nectariniidae 
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Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird Anthreptes orientalis 

Frequent around rocky outcrops in otherwise dry savanna areas. First seen at Tarangire. 
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 

Gibb's Farm, Mount Kenya & Lake Nakuru. Common around Gibb's Farm and Lake Nakuru. 
Green-headed Sunbird Cyanomitra verticalis 

Gibb's Farm & Thomson Falls. While we saw mostly females at Gibb's Farm, we had excellent 

views of a male at Thomson Falls. 
Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 

Arusha. Common resident at our lodge near Arusha. 
Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina 

Lake Nakuru. I expected to bump into this species at some point along the tour, but we had to wait 

until our very last morning at Lake Nakuru to find a stunning male. 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 

Common at most savanna sites we visited including Tarangire and the Serengeti. 
Hunter's Sunbird Chalcomitra hunteri 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Occupying much drier habitat that the above species, we had excellent 

views at both locations. 
Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze 

Ngorongoro Crater. Part one of our quartet of long-tailed, high altitude sunbirds. Seen from lawns 

of our accommodation. 
Bronzy Sunbird Nectarinia kilimensis 

Ngorongoro Crater, Gibb's Farm & Lake Nakuru. Part two of our quartet of long-tailed, high 

altitude sunbirds. Seen regularly at all locations. 
Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 

Ngorongoro Crater. Part three of our quartet of long-tailed, high altitude sunbirds. A stunning male 

greeted us early on a slightly misty morning descent into the crater. 
Golden-winged Sunbird Drepanorhynchus reichenowi 

Ngorongoro Crater & Thomson Falls. The last of our quartet of long-tailed, high altitude sunbirds. 

This was by far the commonest species seen from our lodge. Another male was found later in the 

tour at Thomson Falls. 
Northern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris reichenowi 

Mount Kenya. Bother Northern and Eastern occur around Mount Kenya, we found this species at 

the lower end of the foothills. 
Eastern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris mediocris 

Much commoner and more widespread that the above species. We started with excellent views at 

the Ngorongoro Crater rim with further sightings at Gibb's Farm, Mount Kenya and Thomson Falls.  
Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchellus 

Tarangire, Olduvai Gorge & Amboseli. A widespread and fairly common inhabitant of Acacia 

dominated woodland, we had our best views in Tarangire. 
Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Good views were had en route to Tarangire and again near Olduvai Gorge. 
Black-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris nectarinioides 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. One of the first birds we found around our lodge gardens at Shaba. 
Tsavo Sunbird Cinnyris tsavoensis 

Buffalo Springs. A male was seen on two consecutive days near our accommodation. 
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus 

A widespread species that we first found most commonly in Tarangire. Further sightings in the 

Ngorongoro Crater, Amboseli and Shaba. 
  

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches   Passeridae 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 

Only seen in Kenya where this species was particularly common at Amboseli. 
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Donaldson Smith's Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser donaldsoni 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Commonly encountered at both these reserves. 
Rufous-tailed Weaver  (ET) Histurgops ruficauda 

Tarangire, Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. Endemic to Tanzania, this was common in places, 

taking over entire trees with their stick nests.  

Grey-capped Social Weaver Pseudonigrita arnaudi 

Serengeti & Amboseli. We found one large flock near our Karamoja Apalis site followed by much 

larger congregations en route to Amboseli. 
Black-capped Social Weaver Pseudonigrita cabanisi 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. An uncommon species, we found small, mobile flocks near to the lava 

flows where we were searching for Williams's Lark. Further small flocks were found in around 

Buffalo Springs. 

House Sparrow  (I) Passer domesticus 

Common around human habitation only. 
Kenya Sparrow Passer rufocinctus 

Near Lake Manyara & Serengeti. This yellow eyed sparrow was found in small numbers mostly in 

the Serengeti. 
Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus 

Particularly common in Tanzania, we saw large numbers in Tarangire, Olduvai Gorge and the 

Serengeti. 
Parrot-billed Sparrow Passer gongonensis 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Having failed to find any at Amboseli, we were absolutely swamped at 

the Shaba and Buffalo Springs gates where the staff three out stale food.  
Swahili Sparrow Passer suahelicus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Very similar to Northern Grey-headed, we found small numbers near the 

Tarangire Gate and in the Serengeti. 
Chestnut Sparrow Passer eminibey 

Near Tarangire & Buffalo Springs. We found a massive colony of this species nesting communally 

amongst much larger, but similarly coloured Chestnut Weavers.  
Yellow-spotted Petronia Gymnoris pyrgita 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Buffalo Springs. A large and drab sparrow found in small numbers at all 

three locations. Reference to 'yellow spotted' is merely an indulgence of scientists and zoologists 

who may see this feature in hand, it certainly is a misnomer in the field. 

  

Weavers, Widowbirds   Ploceidae 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 

Common in all the Tanzanian sites, we only saw only a handful north of the border in Amboseli.  

White-headed Buffalo Weaver Dinemellia dinemelli 

An attractive and abundant species that we saw on almost every day of the tour. 
Speckle-fronted Weaver Sporopipes frontalis 

Tarangire, Olduvai Gorge & Serengeti. Common over the initial part of the tour only. 
Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 

Arusha & Gibb's Farm. We had good sightings of both the stripy female and chocolate coloured 

males sporting their massive bills and most intricate of nests.  
Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht 

The commonest of all the Ploceus weavers, seen at all the higher altitude sites visited. 
Little Weaver Ploceus luteolus 

Serengeti. A slightly unusual find, we had a handful of birds at the main Serengeti gate. 
Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 

Gibb's Farm. Constructing one of the more intricate weaver nests, we had good sightings of two 

birds on the Elephant Cave trail. Elation had to be tempered somewhat by the presence of some 

nearby African Elephants.  
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Eastern Golden Weaver Ploceus subaureus 

Amboseli. Somewhat akin to a yellow highlighter pen, these overly bright weavers were found at 

Amboseli's marsh edge. 
Holub's Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops 

Serengeti. We came across these bright yellow weavers on our first afternoon in the park. 
Golden Palm Weaver Ploceus bojeri 

Buffalo Springs. No work was required to find these beauties. The bird feeder next to our 

accommodation was packed full of them 
Taveta Weaver Ploceus castaneiceps 

Arusha. We found a few individuals around our lodge accommodation near Arusha on our first 

morning. 
Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius 

Near Tarangire. A small colony of these distinctive weavers was found en route to Tarangire. 
Vitelline Masked Weaver Ploceus vitellinus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. First found as we were departing Tarangire, a few more were seen on 

entering the Serengeti. 
Speke's Weaver Ploceus spekei 

Ngorongoro Crater & Lake Nakuru. This species seemed to have a penchant for communal nesting 

in large roadside willow trees. Seen initially on our way up to the Ngorongoro Crater.  
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 

Near Serengeti. Not a particularly common species on this tour, we found a few colonies near 

human habitation en route to Serengeti. 
Golden-backed Weaver Ploceus jacksoni 

Tarangire. Possibly one of the most attractive of the Ploceus weavers, we had a number of good 

views in Tarangire. 
Chestnut Weaver Ploceus rubiginosus 

Common when present, we first found a huge communal nesting tree (interspersed with almost as 

many Chestnut Sparrows) en route to Tarangire. Further sightings were had at Amboseli and dry 

central Kenyan reserves. 
Brown-capped Weaver Ploceus insignis 

Mount Kenya. Much effort and fair amount of irritation was caused by this species. We ended up 

with rather unsatisfactory views of an individual flying over us when leaving Mount Kenya. 
Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 

Arusha & Serengeti. We found only one of the distinctive females near Arusha followed by small 

numbers around our lodge at the Serengeti where they were nesting. 
Cardinal Quelea Quelea cardinalis 

Near Tarangire & Amboseli. First seen en route to Tarangire, we had a few more in the reedbeds at 

Amboseli. 
Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

Tarangire & Buffalo Springs. Surprisingly we only recorded this species at these two reserves. 

Having said that, it seemed as if the entire population were in the process of breeding at Tarangire. 

More than 1 million individuals at Tarangire would probably be an underestimate. Our visit 

coincided with fledging, meaning there were equally large numbers of predators gluttonously taking 

advantage of the hungry, clumsy youngsters. Marabou Storks and Tawny Eagles amongst others 

simply stood on top of any of the Acacia trees that were absolutely laden with fledglings and helped 

themselves at will.  
Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer 

Near Tarangire & Amboseli. The little 'bumblebees' were fairly common en route to Tarangire. We 

only saw a small flock of this species again in Amboseli. 

Black Bishop Euplectes gierowii 

Near Lake Manyara & Gibb's Farm. We saw individuals on the road leading past Lake Manyara as 

well as another singleton heading to Gibb's Farm. 
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Zanzibar Red Bishop Euplectes nigroventris 

Amboseli. This was the place to be for a number of scarce weavers this season. We got particularly 

lucky to find a male in relatively good breeding plumage.  
Black-winged Red Bishop Euplectes hordeaceus 

Near Tarangire. We found only a few individuals en route to Tarangire. 
Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 

Near Tarangire & Amboseli. The commoner of the red and black bishops. We had a number of 

sightings en route to Tarangire and around Amboseli. 
Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 

Ngorongoro Crater. Not recorded anywhere else except on the crater floor, we did however see a 

fair number of this species. 
Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 

Ngorongoro Crater & Amboseli. Common on the road descending into the crater, seen in smaller 

numbers at Amboseli. 
White-winged Widowbird Euplectes albonotatus 

Tarangire. Fairly common around Tarangire, especially Silale Swamp. 
Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens 

Ngorongoro Crater, Amboseli & near Mount Kenya. Regular only at these higher altitudes sites. 
Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne 

Near Mount Kenya & Lake Nakuru. Despite their incredibly long tails, we saw a number of males 

attempting graceful display flights in the foothill grasslands of Mount Kenya. A few more were 

seen around the marsh edges of Lake Nakuru. 

 

Waxbills, Munias and allies   Estrildidae 
Grey-headed Nigrita Nigrita canicapillus 

Mount Kenya. We had sightings on two consecutive days, first at the entrance gate to the. 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 

Tarangire & Shaba. This highly attractive waxbill showed poorly at Tarangire, but we were 

rewarded with excellent views later on in the tour at Shaba. 
Cut-throat Finch Amadina fasciata 

Tarangire, Amboseli & Buffalo Springs. We had a number of sightings of this attractive little finch, 

most notably at Amboseli. 
Abyssinian Crimsonwing Cryptospiza salvadorii 

Mount Kenya. A brief view on one individual sat on the road. 
Red-throated Twinspot Hypargos niveoguttatus 

Arusha. We had stunning views of this typically tricky species in the gardens of our 

accommodation near Arusha. 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 

Gibb's Farm. A few of these distinctive firefinches were in the reeds around the pond at our 

lodgings. 
African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata 

Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. We managed to find two small flocks of this species, most notably 

near our lodgings in the Serengeti. 
Jameson's Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia 

Arusha. A small flock were found quietly feeding in the gardens of our lodge near Arusha. 
Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 

Near Tarangire. The least common of the 'blue' waxbills, we found a small flock en route to 

Tarangire. 
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus 

Tarangire, Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. The commoner of the 'blue' waxbills, we had a number of 

sightings especially in the Serengeti. 
Blue-capped Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus cyanocephalus 
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A widespread species, we encountered small flocks and pairs at many of the Acacia woodland areas 

we visited. 
Purple Grenadier Uraeginthus ianthinogaster 

Widespread, we had initial views of a female in Tarangire before obtaining excellent views of both 

males and females in the Serengeti and most notably at the feeder in Lake Nakuru. 
Yellow-bellied Waxbill Coccopygia quartinia 

Mount Kenya. We finally caught up with this species feeding amongst the grass margins of the 

water hole at our lodgings. 
Crimson-rumped Waxbill Estrilda rhodopyga 

Ngorongoro Crater. We obtained decent views of this bright, red-rumped waxbill en route to the 

Ngorongoro Crater. 
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

Ngorongoro Crater, Amboseli & Mount Kenya. A fairly common species, we saw a number of 

flocks foraging in long grass at all these locations. 
Kandt's Waxbill Estrilda kandti 

Gibb's Farm. Recently found many hundreds of kilometers south of its described range, we had 

superb views of a few individuals around the gardens of the farm.  
Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 

Serengeti. One of our easier finds, a pair of these very attractive waxbills came to a conveniently 

located bird bath at the entrance gate to the Serengeti. 
Black-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda charmosyna 

Buffalo Springs. We managed to find one individual amongst a mixed finch and waxbill flock while 

on game drive through the reserve. 
Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis 

Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. We had a very brief, in-flight sighting while descending into the 

crater followed by incredible views of numerous individuals at a pan in the Serengeti. 
African Silverbill Euodice cantans 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Good views were obtained of a number of small flocks seen in both 

reserves. 
Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata 

Lake Nakuru. Only the briefest of views of a small flock that refused to land in a conveniently 

observable location near the lake. 
Red-backed Mannikin Lonchura nigriceps 

Arusha & Gibb's Farm. We had excellent views of a number of these birds that were in the process 

of building a nest at our lodgings neat Arusha. 

  

Indigobirds, Whydahs   Viduidae 
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata 

Tarangire. A single male was found as we exited the park on our last day. 
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 

Tarangire & Amboseli. Relatively common at both reserves, we had very good views of male birds.  
Straw-tailed Whydah Vidua fischeri 

Near Ngorongoro Crater & Amboseli. One of my personal highlights of the tour. We has a stunning 

view of a male en route to the Ngorongoro Crater. If the sighting itself was fantastic, the display 

flight that the male put on for a female (or us?) was rather spectacular. 
Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea 

Tarangire. A number of sightings at Tarangire, surprisingly not recorded again. 
  

Wagtails, Pipits   Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

Mount Kenya. Only recorded from our lodge where a number of the wagtails had taken up 

residence around the watering hole. 



Trip Report – RBT Kenya & Tanzania: Birds and Big Game VI 2014 

 

 

 

 

41 

Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara 

Arusha. We only found this species around the lake of our lodging near Arusha. 
African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

A common species around most of our lodges on tour. Hada particular penchant for perching on 

roof tops while bobbing away for ages. 
Sharpe's Longclaw  (EK) Macronyx sharpei 

Kinangop Plateau. Another of my personal highlights. Having flushed a number of species while 

walking some fields, I was about to call it a day when one of our keen sighted participants spotted a 

longclaw perched not far from us in the open. A fantastic sighting of this rare and threatened 

species. 
Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 

Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & Shaba. The other 'yellow-throated' longclaw (Sharpe's being the 

other), but sporting a solid black necklace, we found small numbers in suitable grasslands.  
Pangani Longclaw Macronyx aurantiigula 

Ngorongoro Crater & Amboseli. A bright yellow longclaw with an orange throat and black 

necklace. We saw two individuals in the crater, they became common at Amboseli. 
Rosy-throated Longclaw Macronyx ameliae 

Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. The most attractive of the longclaws, we had a brief but excellent 

view of one bird in the crater followed by another good sighting in the Serengeti. 
African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 

Tarangire, Ngorongoro Crater & Amboseli. The de facto dull pipit, we found a number of 

individuals at all three locations. 
Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys 

Serengeti & Lark Plains. Equally dull and drab as the above species, the distinctive unstreaked 

mantle of this species made it easier to separate.  
Bushveld Pipit Anthus caffer 

Serengeti. Very surprising record in this area. We had at least two birds calling from a bare Acacia 

bush before they dropped to the ground and disappeared. 
  

Finches   Fringillidae 
Oriole Finch Linurgus olivaceus 

Mount Kenya. A nominate for bird of the tour, never mind bird of the day. We came upon at least 

two stunning individuals while walking around the reserve. 
Western Citril Crithagra frontalis 

Mount Kenya. A small flock of these canaries were seen upon entering Mount Kenya. 
Southern Citril Crithagra hyposticta 

Ngorongoro Crater. We had two sightings of this species as we descended into the crater. 
Reichenow's Seedeater Crithagra reichenowi 

Near Tarangire. A quick stop at some human settlements near the Tarangire gate rewarded us with 

small numbers of this canary, not to be seen again. 
Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 

Arusha & near Lake Manyara. A small, bright yellow canary with distinctive lineation, we came 

across them commonly at our lodge near Arusha. 
White-bellied Canary Crithagra dorsostriata 

The de facto canary for most at most locations on the tour. Our best views were obtained at Olduvai 

Gorge. 
Southern Grosbeak-Canary Crithagra buchanani 

Olduvai Gorge. We had good views of this large canary amongst the windy, Acacia strewn 

surrounds of the museum. 
Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphurata 

Near Shaba & Thomson Fall's. Good views were obtained while hiking down a rocky outcrop after 

our successful search for Boran Cisticola. 
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Thick-billed Seedeater Crithagra burtoni 

Mount Kenya. Another of the species seen on our 'red letter' afternoon drive into the reserve. A 

single bird was seen in the same tree as Grey-headed Nigrita. 
Streaky Seedeater Crithagra striolata 

A common inhabitant of all the high altitude, montane sites we visited. 
Yellow-crowned Canary Serinus flavivertex 

Ngorongoro Crater & Mount Kenya. We had a few encounters with this distinctive, grey headed 

species at both high altitude, montane forests of the crater rim and around our lodgings at Mount 

Kenya. 

  

Buntings, New World Sparrows and allies   Emberizidae 
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 

Ngorongoro Crater, near Shaba. Rather disappointing fly by was had in the crater, but we more than 

made up for this with multiple, close views while hiking up a rocky hill to find Boran Cisticola. 
Somali Bunting Emberiza poliopleura 

Shaba. Single bird seen on our first afternoon drive in the reserve. 
Golden-breasted Bunting    Emberiza flaviventris 

Buffalo Springs. A slightly unusual location for this species, we saw only a singleton.  

 

Annotated Checklist of Mammals Recorded 
 

Total species and forms recorded: 67 
 

Hyraxes   Procaviidae 

Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis  

Serengeti. Only some of us managed views of this species at our lunch stop on a rocky outcrop. 
Note: we saw the sub-species johnstoni which is sometimes considered as a distinct species Johnston's or Black-

necked Rock Hyrax. 

Bush Hyrax  Heterohyrax brucei 

Tarangire. Our lodge in the park was home to hundreds of these very cute mammals. Numerous 

individuals occupied the roofs and pathways including a number of youngsters.  

Eastern Tree Hyrax    Dendrohyrax arboreus 

Mount Kenya. We heard a number of these Hyraxes calling throughout the night but were fortunate 

to see an individual peeking out of his tree hole during our walk.  

  

Elephants   Elaphantidae 

African Elephant  Loxodonta africana 

Numerous, seen at almost every location in Tanzania and Kenya including the extremely dry terrain 

of central eastern Kenya. Highest numbers = Tarangire NP, Highest Concentration = Amboseli NP, 

Largest individuals = Ngorongoro Crater.  

  

Galagos   Galagidae 

Northern Lesser Galago Galago senegalensis 

Serengeti. A small family group were seen around our lodge on our last morning before breakfast. 

Thick-tailed Galago Otolemur crassicaudatus 

Gibb's Farm. Two individuals were seen from a few feet as they came to a feeding station for 

bananas.  

  

Old World Monkeys   Cercopithecidae 

Blue Monkey   Cercopithecus mitis 

Seen at a number of higher altitude sites.  
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Note: The taxonomy of Blue and Syke’s monkeys is a little uncertain. Some authorities consider the latter a subspecies 

of the former (which is followed here), while others consider both as subspecies within the Gentle Monkey C. nictitans 

complex.  

[Zanzibar Syke's Monkey] Cercopithecus m. albogularis 

Arusha, Ngorongoro Crater & Gibb's Farm. Seen at all three locations in decent numbers.  

[Kolb's White-collared Monkey] Cercopithecus m. kolbi 

Mount Kenya. A large troop was resident around our lodge. One individual carried a 'pet' light bulb 

around with it. Also known simply Mount Kenya Syke's Monkey. 

Vervet Monkey Chlorocebus pygerythrus 

Numerous, seen daily at almost every location on the tour, mostly around our lodges where they 

attempted to invade the restaurants and accommodation. 

Yellow Baboon   Papio cynocephalus 

Amboseli. The smaller of the two Papio baboons, they were numerous at this location only. 

Olive Baboon   Papio anubis 

Numerous, seen daily at almost every location on the tour. 

Eastern Black-and-white Colobus Colobus guereza 

Arusha & Mount Kenya. Commonly see at both locations, their huge bushy white tails a giveaway 

even at vast distances. 

  

Squirrels   Sciuridae 

Unstriped Ground Squirrel   Xerus rutilus 

Tarangire, Shaba NR & Buffalo Springs NR. Relatively common in the drier reserves and parks.  

Red-legged Sun Squirrel   Heliosciurus rufobrachium 

Mount Kenya. Some of us managed decent views of this squirrel as it occasionally emerged from 

the denser tangles. 

Huet’s Bush Squirrel   Paraxerus ochraceus 

Tarangire. A few of these small squirrels were seen around our accommodation in the park. 

Black-and-red Bush Squirrel Paraxerus lucifer 

Arusha. A few individuals were seen on our morning walk around our accommodation near Arusha. 

  

Rats & Mice   Muridae 

African Grass Rat   Arvicanthis niloticus 

Serengeti. Seen at the main gate where these rats were rather habituated and active during the day. 

 

Rabbits & Hares   Leporidae 

African Savanna Hare   Lepus microtis 

Olduvai Gorge. A single specimen was flushed while we searched the scrub for birds. 

  

Old World Fruit Bats   Pteropodidae 

Peters' Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bat Micropteropus pusillus 

Serengeti. Fairly numerous around our lodge accommodation. 

  

False Vampire Bats   Megadermatidae 

Heart-nosed Bat Cardioderma cor 

Buffalo Springs. A commonly observed bat feeding around the lodge lights. One unlucky individual 

was found clinging to Dennis's shoe in the morning.  

Yellow-winged Bat   Lavia frons 

Serengeti. The local Vervet troop caused a mass evacuation of these bats at our lodge. 

  

Free-tailed Bats   Molossidae 

Wrinkle-lipped Bat sp. Chaerophon sp. 
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Amboseli. A number of these bats were found hidden away in the roof of an outlook point at 

Observation Hill.   

  

Cats   Felidae 

Cheetah   Acinonyx jubatus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Another fantastic cat that provided us with a number of excellent sightings. 

We first came across a mother and her 3 teenage cubs in Tarangire as they completed a feeding 

frenzy on an Impala. The Serengeti NP provided our next two sightings. An adult cat was seen 

attempting to cross a muddy river, making a rather majestic mess of itself as it plunged belly first 

into thick mud. The none too happy and now very muddy Cheetah then walked past us before 

sulking at its appearance under a nearby tree. Our last sighting as we exited this amazing park gave 

us a mother and her very young cub at close quarters. A standoff ensued as another adult arrived on 

the scene, but other than staring intently at each other, little came of the encounter before we left. 

Serval   Leptailurus serval 

Serengeti. Seen on two occasions. Both sightings were prolonged but never completely clear as the 

cats hunted amongst the long grass during the late afternoon and early morning.  

Lion   Panthera leo 

Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti, Buffalo Springs. Sightings of Lion became so numerous as to border 

on the boring. Nevertheless, fantastic sightings of a Lioness feeding her two cubs in the Ngorongoro 

Crater, a small pride snoozing up a tree and a much larger pride on a rocky outcrop were clear 

highlights.  

Leopard   Panthera pardus 

Tarangire, Mount Kenya, Buffalo Springs. Every Leopard sighting is special, and most of our 

sightings were crackerjack affairs. Our first sighting in Tarangire was of two individuals lounging 

on the boughs of a tall Acacia tree. Our second sighting took place around the waterhole at Mount 

Kenya where a slinking Leopard seem certain to mount an attack on a nearby Bushbuck. This failed 

to materialize, but was no less thrilling. Our last sighting in Buffalo Springs came as a surprise to 

both ourselves and the cat. Caught unawares at only a few meters, the cat was initially hostile 

causing me to wind up my window just in case! After a few more hisses and bared teeth, the 

Leopard quietly backtracked into the scrub to continue its nap with less agitation.  

  

Genets & Civets   Viverridae 

Common Genet Genetta genetta 

Buffalo Springs. Two individuals visited an unmarked feeding station on consecutive evenings, 

only to be interrupted by the local crocodile who proceeded to eat whatever food was available. 

Central African Large-spotted Genet Genetta maculata 

Mount Kenya. Two individuals visited the Genet specific feeding station outside our lodge on 

consecutive evenings.  

  

Mongooses   Herpestidae 

Marsh Mongoose   Atilax paludinosus 

Ngorongoro Crater. A single individual was see waltzing down the road towards us after lunch 

quite unaware that it was supposed to remain hidden in thick vegetation! 

Egyptian Mongoose   Herpestes ichneumon 

Serengeti. A single individual was found cavorting nearby a much larger group of Banded 

Mongoose at a waterhole. 

Slender Mongoose   Herpestes sanguinea 

Tarangire. A mother and two pups were found attempting to cross the road not far from our lodge. 

As one pup was not so keen on making the crossing the mother and its other sibling turned back to 

provide us with a second view. 

Dwarf Mongoose   Helogale parvula 
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Tarangire & Serengeti. Small groups of these rat sized mongoose were seen on a few occasions.  

Somali Dwarf Mongoose Helogale hirtula 

Buffalo Springs. A small group of these desert dwelling mongoose were found atop a termite 

mound but quickly disbanded once they saw us. Later in the day a much larger colony was found 

that gave more impressive and unobstructed views. 

White-tailed Mongoose   Ichneumia albicauda 

Amboseli. At least one individual came to feed near the floodlights of our lodge on consecutive 

evenings.  

Banded Mongoose   Mungos mungo 

Tarangire NP & Serengeti NP. Our first sightings were brief and unsatisfactory, but fortunately we 

had a much better view of over 30 individuals near a watering hole in the Serengeti.  

 

Hyaenas   Hyaenidae 

Spotted Hyena   Crocuta crocuta 

Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & Amboseli. Excellent sightings were had on a number of occasions 

as individuals and larger packs rather enjoyed lying in roadside culverts. 

  

Dogs & Allies   Canidae 

Bat-eared Fox   Otocyon megalotis 

Buffalo Springs. A mammals that we had already discarded as 'dipped' came back from the dead. 

Two individuals flushed from their burrow right next to the road providing us incredible views.  

Golden Jackal   Canis aureus 

Ngorongoro& Serengeti. We saw small numbers of these jackals at both sites including an 

individual that went running past us at high speed seemingly to nowhere. 

Black-backed Jackal   Canis mesomelas 

Numerous. Seen at every savanna reserve we visited.  

  

Horses   Equidae 

Plain’s Zebra Equus quagga 

Numerous in the northern Tanzanian reserves, especially in the Serengeti where massive herds 

often obstructed our progress. Became irregular as we entered drier habitat in Kenya where the 

following species too precedence. 

Grevy's Zebra   Equus grevyi 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Common in suitable habitat, we came across fairly large herds of these 

intricately lined horses.  

  

Rhinoceros   Rhinocerotidae 

White Rhinoceros  (I) Ceratotherium simum 

Lake Nakuru. We had excellent road side views of a 'crash' of these highly threatened species on 

our last morning at Lake Nakuru. 

Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis 

Ngorongoro Crater. Rather unsatisfactory views of a distant snoozing rhino.  

  

Pigs   Suidae 

Common Warthog   Phacochoerus africanus 

Numerous. Seen at most savanna sites we visited. 

Desert Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Replaced Common Warthog in the dry northern reserves.  

  

Hippopotamus   Hippopotamidae 

Hippopotamus   Hippopotamus amphibius 
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Another common denizen of most of the reserves we visited. Huge pods were seen frequenting 

festering pools in the Serengeti while more palatable individuals were seen grazing around the 

wetlands at Amboseli. 

  

Cattle, Antelopes & Goats   Bovidae 

Harvey's Duiker Cephalophus harveyi 

Mount Kenya. At least 3 individuals were flushed from the roadside as we traversed the lower 

slopes of the reserve.  

Beisa Oryx   Oryx beisa 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Large herds were the order of the day in both these reserves where we 

feasted on a number of herds, some very close to the vehicle. 

Common Eland   Taurotragus oryx 

Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. These massive antelope were seen in decent numbers at both 

reserves, but never allowed for close approaches.  

Bushbuck   Tragelaphus scriptus 

Mount Kenya. Populous around the lodge water hole. Scat and tracks were also found at Gibb's 

Farm.  

African Buffalo   Syncerus caffer 

Seen at almost every reserve we visited. Huge herds were found in Tarangire, Ngorongoro Crater, 

Serengeti and Amboseli. 

Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus 
Note: These two distinctive sub-species are sometimes split as full species. 

[Common Waterbuck] Kobus e. ellipsiprymnus 

Tarangire, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Possessing a white ring on its buttocks, this sub-species was 

very common at Tarangire. 

[Defassa Waterbuck] Kobus e. defassa 

Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & Mount Kenya. Possessing a fully white rump, this sub-species was 

equally common around waterholes and marshes.  

Bohor Reedbuck   Redunca redunca 

Tarangire & Amboseli. We saw small numbers of this skulking marsh species, most notably at 

Amboseli where a large male gave us extended and uninterrupted views close to the vehicle. 

Impala   Aepyceros melampus 

Numerous at most of the reserves we visited. 

Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus 

Tarangire, Ngorongoro Crater & Serengeti. Unusually common, we enjoyed a number of sightings 

of the antelope.  
Note: The Hartebeest complex was historically divided into at least 8 distinct species. The specific sub-species seen on 

this tour was cokii [Coke's Hartebeest]. 

Blue Wildebeest   Connochaetes taurinus 

Seen at many of the Tanzanian and southern Kenyan reserves. We unfortunately did not make 

contact with the huge migrating herd, but still saw many hundreds of individuals.  

Tsessebe Damaliscus lunatus 

Serengeti. We only managed to find a few small herds, including one seen from our breakfast table. 

Suni Antelope Neotragus moschatus 

Mount Kenya. We saw a single individual casually feeding next to the road as we headed to our 

lodge for lunch.  

Thomson's Gazelle   Eudorcas thomsonii 

Seen at most Tanzanian and southern Kenyan reserves, but particularly numerous in the Serengeti.  

Gerenuk   Litocranius walleri 

Amboseli, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. We had expected this to be a tricky species to find, but 

ultimately had so many sightings in Shaba and Buffalo Springs that it became a 'trash' mammal 

overnight! Never the less, an incredible mammal that we observed performing it's unique 'standing 
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up' to feed on un-browsed levels of Acacia trees. 

Kirk's Dikdik Madoqua kirkii 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Rather common near our lodges where they no doubt sought extra cover 

from marauding Martial Eagle and Cheetah. 

Günther's Dikdik Madoqua guentheri 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. The dry country counterpart of the above species. Numerous in Buffalo 

Springs NR where pairs hid behind almost every bush.  

Grant's Gazelle   Nanger granti 

We started off with a few individuals around Tarangire before seeing large numbers on almost 

every day of the tour.  

  

Giraffes   Giraffidae 

Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis 

The Giraffe is sub-divided into a number of distinct sub-species, we saw all the sub-species 

available.  

[Reticulated Giraffe] Giraffa c. reticulata 

Shaba & Buffalo Springs. Common only in the drier reserves of central Kenya. 

[Rothschild's Giraffe]  (I) Giraffa c. cottoni 

Lake Nakuru. Introduced from Uganda, this is the only location in Kenya where this sub-species 

occurs.  

[Maasai Giraffe]   Giraffa c. tippelskirchi 

Seen commonly in all of the northern Tanzanian reserves except Ngorongoro Crater where it does 

not occur.  

 

Annotated Checklist of Reptiles & Amphibians Recorded 
 

Total species and forms recorded: 15 
 

Leopard Tortoise    Geochelone pardalis   

Serengeti. We came across one individual that had managed to escape a huge bush fire unscathed. 

Helmeted Terrapin     Pelomedusa subrufa   

Tarangire & Shaba. A number of individuals seen sunning along water courses.   

Tropical House Gecko    Hemidactylus mabouia   

Tarangire. Quite numerous around our lodge.  

Tree Gecko      Hemidactylus platycephalus   

Buffalo Springs. A number of these busy geckos were helping keep the insects in check around the 

lodge. 

Rainbow Skink     Mabuya margaritifer   

Buffalo Springs.  Particularly numerous around our lodge. 

Striped Skink     Trachylepis striata 

Olduvai Gorge. Seen near the parking lot while we birded. 

Speke's Sand Lizard    Heliobolus spekii   

Shaba. A few individuals seen near the lodge grounds. 

Southern Long-tailed Lizard   Latastia longicaudata   

Olduvai Gorge. Seen near the parking lot while we birded. 

Great Plated Lizard     Gerrhosaurus major    

Tarangire. One lizard seen sunning itself in the early morning light. 

Red-headed Rock Agama    Agama agama 

Olduvai Gorge. Relatively common at a number of venues, but best sightings at the gorge. 

Mwanza Flat-headed Agama   Agama mwanzae 

Serengeti. Rather common all over the Serengeti, but numerous at the main gate. 
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White-throated Savanna Monitor   Varanus albigularis 

Shaba. A small specimen gave excellent views near our lodge at Shaba. 

Nile Monitor      Varanus niloticus 

Tarangire & Serengeti. Excellent views at Tarangire of a youngster sunning itself on a rocky perch 

in the middle of a river.   

Nile Crocodile     Crocodylus niloticus 

Serengeti, Shaba & Buffalo Springs. We had multiple sightings of crocs at these three reserves, but 

nothing much over 3 metres in length.  

Southern African Rock Python   Python natalensis 

Tarangire. We had the good fortune to find a rather large (3.5m+) individual sneaking over the road. 

Reserve regulations prevented any handling... 
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