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Tour Summary 

 

Our first tour to Bali this year was thoroughly enjoyable and a resounding success from a birding standpoint. 

Not only did we see a record number of the island's Indonesian endemics, we also had an encouraging 

number of close encounters with the island's only endemic, and one of the rarest birds in the world, Bali 

Myna!  

 

Having flown in together from Sulawesi, we were 

all in high spirits and in full birding mode so we 

wasted little time in returning to the field. Our 

excursion for the afternoon was to the Nusa Dua 

settling ponds, a short drive from our wonderful 

accommodation on the outskirts of Denpasar. The 

first birds to hit the list were, of course, the various 

conspicuous waterbirds, including Little Pied and 

Little Black Cormorants, Black-crowned Night 

Heron, Purple Heron and Javan Pond Heron. Next 

up was the gorgeous little near-endemic, Scarlet-

headed Flowerpecker, before we left the parking 

lot to wander around the ponds.  

Aside from some Sunda Teal in the ponds 

themselves, the majority of our focus was upon the 

birds found in the surrounding woodland and 

vegetated islands, providing us with a day list that included the striking Blue-tailed Bee-eater, Pink-necked 

Green Pigeon, active Freckle-breasted Woodpecker, Bar-winged Prinia, Island Collared Dove, Brown-

throated Sunbird, White-shouldered Triller and stunning Cerulean Kingfisher. A great introduction to the 

rewarding and easy birding that makes Bali so attractive! 

For our first morning on the island we made our way to Serangan Island for a spot of more wetland birding. 

There, the mudflats were covered in all manner of 

shorebirds, including both species of Curlew, 

Lesser and Greater Sand Plovers, Curlew 

Sandpiper and even a surprise in the form of two 

Australian Pelicans. Our main target, however, 

was the Javan Plover, and we had no trouble in 

finding that too. Completing our circuit around the 

island, we had brief sightings of a Ruddy-breasted 

Crake before continuing our journey to Bali Barat 

National Park.  

 

En route we stopped at a fuel station to pick up 

our first Javan Kingfishers – a truly magnificent 

kingfisher and one of my personal favourites! The 

same stop also provided us with our only sightings 

of Javan Munia and Streaked Weaver.  

 

Scarlet-headed Flowerpecker by Adam Riley 

Bali Myna by Adam Riley 
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We arrived at our accommodation in Bali Barat National Park with a few hours to explore the wonderful, 

albeit very dry, surroundings. In this so-called monsoon forest we had our first sightings of Bali Myna 

(already!) and Black-winged Starling, as well as a host of other great species, including a roosting Sunda 

Scops Owl, Chestnut-headed Bee-eater, Green Junglefowl, Orange-breasted Green Pigeon (eventually 

sporting their namesake colour!), Lineated Barbet and a very cooperative Olive-backed Tailorbird. 

That evening we had a very relaxed dinner on the beach and enjoyed an early night. 

 

We spent the next two days further exploring the 

dry forests, as well as various other habitats within 

the park and in the greater region of west Bali.  On 

the first morning we took a boat to the peninsula 

where we spotted Beach Thick-knee, Lemon-

bellied White-eye, the much-anticipated Java 

Sparrow, more Bali Mynas, Small Minivet, 

Horsfield's Bush Lark, Mangrove Whistler and 

Black-thighed Falconet for the bird list, whilst 

Ebony Leaf Monkey and Rusa Dear made for 

mammal highlights. Elsewhere, we finally laid eyes 

upon that jewel of the forest floor, Javan Banded 

Pitta, had our only sighting of Lesser Adjutant, and 

added Fulvous-chested Jungle Flycatcher and 

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher to the list.  

 

On our second day we paid two visits to Grojogan forest where we continued our haul of endemics with a 

small group of Crescent-chested Babblers and, after a great deal of patience, the much wanted Ruby-

throated Bulbul. Bonus additions during these visits and in nearby areas included the distinctive local race of 

Blue-eared Barbet (sporting yellow ears!), Asian Pied Hornbill, Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, a magnificent 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle, Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike and, at long last, Great-billed Heron!  

 

For our final morning in the park we took a stroll through the monsoon forest one last time, where we added 

Ashy Drongo and Javan Cuckooshrike to our list, 

before enjoying a hearty breakfast on the beach 

and embarking on our journey up into the 

highlands. Our destination was Bedugul and we 

arrived there in time to eat lunch before an 

afternoon visit to the botanical gardens nearby. 

Things got off to a firing start on our arrival there, 

when a Dark-backed Imperial Pigeon was spotted 

only moments after we parked the bus. In nearby 

trees there were also our first of many Short-tailed 

Starlings and a very active group of Mees's White-

eyes. We wandered over to a patch of forest after 

that and lucked upon a large mixed-species flock. 

That single flock held several new birds for the 

trip, including an exceptionally close Sunda 

Warbler, two Grey-headed Canary-flycatchers, 

Javan Pond Heron by Adam Riley 

Javan Sparrow by Adam Riley 
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Lesser Cuckooshrike, Rusty-breasted Whistler, Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler and Scarlet Minivet. 

 

Having scoured through the flock, we tracked down a calling Flame-fronted Barbet for fantastic views and 

then made our way to the lower reaches of the gardens for Indonesian Honeyeater, Blood-breasted 

Flowerpecker and Rusty-breasted Cuckoo, all of which showed well. Then, for our final bit of afternoon 

birding, we searched some of the darker sections of forest for signs of thrushes. It wasn't, however, until just 

before dark that a pair of Javan Whistling Thrush put in an appearance. Our evening vigil for Javan Owlet 

succeeded only in getting a couple of birds to call, frustrating us as they were always just out of reach! 

 

Some of us set out early the following morning, hoping to settle the score with the owlet, and were duly 

rewarded. Fortunately, our efforts had also allowed us to home in on the roosting area of one of these owls, 

so we returned as a complete group to find it once 

again. Well, it wasn't as easy as it sounds but we 

all walked away with scope views of this tricky 

species. 

 

Further forays in the gardens weren't likely to 

produce much so we stopped briefly at a nearby 

lake to pick up Yellow Bittern and White-browed 

Crake before checking out of our rooms. With the 

extra time gained, we then decided to have one 

last look at Serangan Island, but this produced 

little of interest so we drove directly to Uluwatu, 

in the south of the island, from where we scanned 

the cliffs and ocean below for our final target, 

White-tailed Tropicbird.  

 

Our last dinner together was, once again, enjoyed in the relaxing atmosphere of our Eco lodge – a wonderful 

place and a fitting way to end our tour of Bali. 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 

 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 4.3 list of: Gill, F. and Wright, M. Birds of the World: 

Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. 

(E) – Endemic to Indonesia 

(H) – Heard only 

 

Total species recorded: 153 seen, 8 heard only. 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 

Sunda Teal (E)     Anas gibberifrons 

We saw small groups and pairs of these birds at the Nusa Dua settling ponds, on day one. 

 

Pheasants & Allies  Phasianidae 

Green Junglefowl (E)    Gallus varius 

We had many sightings of this stunning species during our time in Bali Barat NP.  

Green Junglefowl by Adam Riley 
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Tropicbirds  Phaethontidae 

White-tailed Tropicbird    Phaethon lepturus 

With time to spare on our return to Denpasar on the final full day of the tour, we decided to visit 

Uluwatu for this bonus bird, where we were successful shortly after arrival. 

 

Storks  Ciconiidae 

Lesser Adjutant     Leptoptilos javanica 

We scoped one distant adult at Gilimanuk bay, near Bali Barat NP. 

 

Herons, Bitterns  Ardeidae 

Yellow Bittern     Ixobrychus sinensis 

A handful of these widespread herons were seen at Buyan Lake near Bedugul. 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

Numerous adults and young birds were seen at Nusa Dua settling ponds. 

Striated (Little) Heron     Butorides striata 

We encountered this species almost daily, at most wetland sites visited. 

Javan Pond Heron      Ardeola speciosa 

Commonly encountered in suitable habitat, including rice paddies. 

Eastern Cattle Egret     Bubulcus coromandus 

Recorded on two days of the tour. 

Grey Heron       Ardea cinerea 

One was seen on our second visit to Serangan Island. 

Great-billed Heron      Ardea sumatrana 

It took a few tries but we eventually caught up with one of these giants at Gilimanuk Bay. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

Recorded daily during the first half of the tour. 

Great Egret       Ardea alba 

Seen at a handful of locations, including the Nusa Dua settling ponds and Serangan Island. 

Intermediate Egret      Egretta intermedia 

Much to the appreciation of most, we were able to study and compare this species with other egrets at 

Serangan Island. 

Little Egret       Egretta garzetta 

Also seen at scattered wetland locations, including Serangan Island. 

Pacific Reef Heron      Egretta sacra 

One dark morph individual was seen at Gilimanuk Bay, while a white morph individual was seen from the 

Uluwatu cliffs. 

 

Pelicans  Pelicanidae 

Australian Pelican     Pelicanus conspicillatus 

It was rather a surprise to find a pair of these birds at Serangan Island but a pleasant one at that! 

 

Gannets, Boobies  Sulidae 

Brown Booby      Sula leucogaster 

One of these birds came cruising by the boat during our trip to the Bali Barat peninsula. 
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Cormorants, Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 

Little Pied Cormorant    Microcarbo melanoleucos 

Seen at several sites, including the Nusa Dua settling ponds, Serangan Island and Bayan Lake. 

Little Black Cormorant    Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 

As with the previous species.   

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 

Crested Serpent Eagle    Spilornis cheela 

One of these widespread raptors was seen at Grojogan Forest, soaring above the river. 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle    Nisaetus cirrhatus 

We had a most memorable sighting of this species, very near to the bus, while driving to the river in 

Grojogan Forest. 

Brahminy Kite     Haliastur indus 

One was seen at the Nusa Dua settling ponds, on the first afternoon of the tour. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle     Haliaeetus leucogaster 

We saw one of these birds soaring in the distance, shortly after we departed Bedugul for Denpasar.  

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 

White-breasted Waterhen    Amaurornis phoenicurus 

Recorded almost daily, beginning with the fairly tame individuals around our accommodation in 

Denpasar. 

Ruddy-breasted Crake    Porzana fusca 

We had brief views of one at Serangan Island as it scurried along the shoreline, next to the road. 

White-browed Crake     Porzana cinerea 

We enjoyed really good views of several at Buyan Lake, Bedugul. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

Also seen at Buyan Lake. 

 

Buttonquail  Turnicidae 

Barred Buttonquail      Turnix suscitator 

A number of pairs and individuals were seen well at several sites, including Serangan Island. 

 

Stone-curlews, Thick-knees  Burhinidae 

Beach Stone-curlew     Esacus magnirostris 

We had great views of one during our crossing to the Bali Barat peninsula. 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 

Pacific Golden Plover    Pluvialis fulva 

Seen on both trips to Serangan Island. 

Grey (Black-bellied) Plover    Pluvialis squatarola 

Also seen at Serangan Island. 

Little Ringed Plover      Charadrius dubius 

Seen on our first trip to Serangan Island. 
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Javan Plover (E)     Charadrius javanicus 

We had superb scope views of several at Serangan Island. 

Lesser Sand Plover     Charadrius mongolus 

Common at Serangan during our visits. 

Greater Sand Plover     Charadrius leschenaultii 

Apparently a little less common than the previous species. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 

Black-tailed Godwit     Limosa limosa 

Small numbers seen at Serangan Island. 

Bar-tailed Godwit     Limosa lapponica 

Also seen in small numbers at Serangan Island. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

Common at Serangan Island but also seen at Gilimanuk bay. 

Eurasian Curlew     Numenius arquata 

Seen together with Far Eastern Curlew at Serangan Island. 

Far Eastern Curlew     Numenius madagascariensis 

Far more common than the above species at Serangan Island. 

Common Redshank     Tringa totanus 

Spotted during our first visit to Serangan Island. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

Several seen at Serangan Island. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

Only noted at the Nusa Dua settling ponds. 

Grey-tailed Tattler     Tringa brevipes 

A handful present at Serangan Island. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

Small numbers were seen regularly throughout the trip. 

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

Also seen at Serangan Island, in small numbers. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

One of the first species we picked up at Serangan Island. 

Red-necked Stint     Calidris ruficollis 

Recorded in fair numbers at Serangan Island. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

We had good scope views of several at Serangan Island. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 

Gull-billed Tern     Gelochelidon nilotica 

Numerous breeding-plumage individuals were seen at Serangan Island. 

Greater Crested Tern    Thalasseus bergii 

Common at Serangan Island and in the Bali Barat area. 

Little Tern      Sternula albifrons 

Also fairly common at Serangan Island. 

Bridled Tern      Onychoprion anaethetus 
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Some very distant individuals were seen from the cliffs at Uluwatu. 

Black-naped Tern     Sterna sumatrana 

We had wonderful views of one roosting flock during our return trip from Bali Barat peninsula. 

 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 

Rock Dove       Columba livia 

Seen in small numbers in most of the larger urban areas. 

Island Collared Dove    Streptopelia bitorquata 

First recorded at the Nusa Dua settling ponds. 

Spotted Dove      Spilopelia chinensis 

This common species was regularly seen in secondary habitat throughout the tour. 

Ruddy Cuckoo-Dove      Macropygia emiliana 

We saw a handful of flying individuals at Grojogan Forest. 

Common Emerald Dove     Chalcophaps indica 

Also seen in flight at Grojogan Forest. 

Zebra Dove      Geopelia striata 

Commonly seen in Bali Barat NP. 

Pink-necked Green Pigeon     Treron vernans 

We studied both males and females at the Nusa Dua settling ponds and went on to record more in Bali 

Barat NP. 

Orange-breasted Green Pigeon   Treron bicinctus 

It took a little time for us to see the distinguishing features of this species but we all eventually ticked it 

in Bali Barat NP! 

Grey-cheeked Green Pigeon (E)    Treron griseicauda 

Seen briefly in Bali Barat NP and again in Bedugul Botanical Gardens, where the views were better. 

Green Imperial Pigeon     Ducula aenea 

We had a couple of sightings in the Bali Barat area. 

Dark-backed Imperial Pigeon (E)    Ducula lacernulata 

We were very fortunate to get views of a couple of perched birds, just as we jumped out of the car in 

Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 

Greater Coucal     Centropus sinensis 

A couple were seen briefly at Grojogan Forest. 

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha    Phaenicophaeus curvirostris 

We had great views of a couple of pairs at Grojogan Forest. 

Plaintive Cuckoo      Cacomantis merulinus 

A few of us saw this species, from our accommodation in Denpasar, on the final day of the tour. 

Rusty-breasted Cuckoo     Cacomantis sepulcralis 

We had superb views of one in Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Barn Owls  Tytonidae 

Western Barn Owl      Tyto alba 

We popped out to see one of these lovely birds on our second evening in Bali Barat NP. 
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Owls  Strigidae 

Sunda Scops Owl      Otus lempiji 

One was seen exceptionally well at its day roost in Bali Barat NP. We didn't, however, realize how 

fortunate we were until we were unable to relocate the bird a few days later!  

Javan Owlet (E)     Glaucidium castanopterum 

After a great deal of effort this tricky species was finally seen well in Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 

(H) Large-tailed Nightjar     Caprimulgus macrurus 

We heard several birds during our time in Bali Barat NP but made no effort to see the species. 

Savanna Nightjar     Caprimulgus affinis 

We saw a few of these birds, among rocks (!), at a day roost near Gilimanuk Bay. 

 

Treeswifts  Hemiprocnidae 

Grey-rumped Treeswift     Hemiprocne longipennis 

We saw a handful of birds in flight and one flock of perched birds near Bali Barat NP. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 

Cave Swiftlet (E)     Collocalia linchi 

This species was commonly encountered at all forest sites. 

Edible-nest Swiftlet     Aerodramus fuciphagus 

Seen daily around Bali Barat. 

House Swift       Apus nipalensis 

Small numbers were seen during our drive to Bali Barat NP, and at Uluwatu. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 

Javan Kingfisher (E)     Halcyon cyanoventris 

We had great views of a handful of these incredible kingfishers during our drive to Bali Barat NP. Our 

best views, however, were of a single bird perched in a semi-urban area near Grojogan Forest. 

Collared Kingfisher      Todiramphus chloris 

This widespread species was commonly encountered throughout the tour. 

Sacred Kingfisher      Todiramphus sanctus 

Recorded on just one day of the tour, in the Bali Barat area. 

Cerulean (Small Blue) Kingfisher (E)  Alcedo coerulescens 

These fabulous kingfishers were seen at the Nusa Dua settling ponds and at Serangan Island. 

Common Kingfisher     Alcedo atthis 

Our one sighting of this species in Bedugul apparently constitutes a rare sighting for the area! 

Oriental Dwarf (Rufous-backed) Kingfisher   Ceyx erithaca 

We all had great views of this colourful gem in Bali Barat NP. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater     Merops philippinus 

We had great views of this species at the Nusa Dua settling ponds, for our only sightings of the trip! 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater     Merops leschenaulti 

These gorgeous little birds were encountered on a few occasions during our first walk in Bali Barat NP. 
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Hornbills  Bucerotidae 

Oriental Pied Hornbill     Anthracoceros albirostris 

A couple of these birds were seen near Bali Barat, during a visit to a small shrine there. 

 

Barbets  Megalaimidae 

Lineated Barbet     Megalaima lineata 

We scoped a few of these large barbets on our first afternoon in Bali Barat NP. 

Flame-fronted Barbet (E)    Megalaima armillaris 

We successfully tracked down one of these beauties in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens for great scope 

views. Others were sighted and many more were heard thereafter. 

Blue-eared Barbet     Megalaima australis 

We found one of these birds attending a nest hole, near Bali Barat NP. Through the scope we were able 

to see that the local subspecies (australis) in fact has yellow 'ears'. 

Coppersmith Barbet     Megalaima haemacephala 

Several were seen daily in Bali Barat NP. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 

Freckle-breasted Woodpecker   Dendrocopos analis 

Numerous individuals were seen, following our first encounter at the Nusa Dua settling ponds. 

(H) Common Flameback    Dinopium javense 

Unfortunately, we only heard this species – in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Caracaras, Falcons  Falconidae 

Black-thighed Falconet    Microhierax fringillarius 

We had two sightings of what was presumably the same individual on the Bali Barat peninsula, while 

another pair was seen close to our accommodation. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 

Yellow-throated Hanging Parrot (E)  Loriculus pusillus 

We had very prolonged views of one perched individual near Bali Barat NP. In fact, we left it to preen 

as we wandered off to look for another calling pitta! 

Red-breasted Parakeet    Psittacula alexandri 

We had brief views of one flying over, in an agricultural area near Bali Barat NP. 

 

Pittas  Pittidae 

Javan Banded Pitta (E)    Hydrornis guajanus 

After a little effort we all managed to see this beauty in Bali Barat NP. A highlight species for sure! 

 

Honeyeaters  Meliphagidae 

Indonesian Honeyeater (E)    Lichmera limbata 

We enjoyed good views of this species in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Australasian Warblers  Acanthizidae 
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Golden-bellied Gerygone     Gerygone sulphurea 

Following our first encounters at the Nusa Dua settling ponds, we bumped into this species on a few 

occasions in the Bali Barat area. 

 

Woodshrikes & Allies  Tephrodornithidae 

Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike   Hemipus hirundinaceus 

We had good views of one at Grojogan Forest. 

 

Woodswallows  Artamidae 

White-breasted Woodswallow    Artamus leucorynchus 

This widespread species was commonly seen in Bali Barat NP. 

 

Ioras  Aegithinidae 

Common Iora     Aegithina tiphia 

Seen at numerous sites, including the Nusa Dua settling ponds and Bali Barat NP. 

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 

Javan Cuckooshrike (E)     Coracina javensis 

We finally tracked this species down, albeit for brief views, on our last morning in Bali Barat NP. 

Lesser Cuckooshrike     Coracina fimbriata 

We had one sighting of this locally scarce cuckooshrike in Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

White-shouldered Triller (E)   Lalage sueurii 

This species was first seen at the Nusa Dua settling ponds but our best sightings came from Bali Barat 

NP and the Udayana Lodge grounds. 

Small Minivet     Pericrocotus cinnamomeus 

One small flock was seen on the Bali Barat peninsula. 

Scarlet Minivet     Pericrocotus speciosus 

A couple of these birds were seen well in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Whistlers & Allies  Pachycephalidae 

Mangrove Whistler      Pachycephala cinerea 

After a little crawling about on the floor, we were able to put a face to name (and sound) we had been 

hearing all morning. This was on the peninsula at Bali Barat NP, while our other sightings came from the 

'mainland' part of the park. 

Rusty-breasted Whistler (E)    Pachycephala fulvotincta 

Briefly seen during our first walk in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 

Long-tailed Shrike     Lanius schach 

Small numbers were seen on an almost daily basis, throughout the island. 

 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 

Black-naped Oriole      Oriolus chinensis 

We had our first sightings of this species in Bali Barat NP. 
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Drongos  Dicruridae 

Black Drongo      Dicrurus macrocercus 

Small numbers were seen at the Nusa Dua settling ponds and in the Bali Barat area. 

Ashy Drongo      Dicrurus leucophaeus 

Just the one encounter with this species – on our final morning in Bali Barat NP. 

(H) Greater Racket-tailed Drongo    Dicrurus paradiseus 

Heard at Grojogan Forest. 

 

Fantails  Rhipiduridae 

[Malaysian] Pied Fantail     Rhipidura javanica 

Regularly encountered around Bali Barat but first seen at the Nusa Dua settling ponds. 

 

Monarchs  Monarchidae 

Black-naped [Pale Blue] Monarch    Hypothymis azurea 

This beauty was seen in several of the mixed bird parties that we encountered in Bali Barat NP and 

surrounds. 

 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 

(H) Racket-tailed Treepie    Crypsirina temia 

Despite our best efforts, we just couldn't catch up with a calling pair of these birds, on our final morning 

in Bali Barat NP. 

Slender-billed Crow     Corvus enca 

First encountered at the Nusa Dua settling ponds. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher    Culicicapa ceylonensis 

Some fairly confiding birds were seen in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Tits, Chickadees  Paridae 

Cinereous Tit      Parus cinereus 

Small numbers were seen and heard in Bali Barat NP. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 

Horsfield’s (Australasian) Bush Lark  Mirafra javanica 

We had good views of a few, some of which were displaying, on the Bali Barat NP peninsula. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 

Black-headed Bulbul     Pycnonotus atriceps 

We had brief views of a handful at Grojogan Forest. 

Ruby-throated Bulbul (E)    Pycnonotus dispar 

It was a lengthy wait but we were duly rewarded with brilliant views of this heavily threatened bird. 

Awesome!  

Sooty-headed Bulbul     Pycnonotus aurigaster 
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Commonly encountered. 

Yellow-vented Bulbul    Pycnonotus goiavier 

Also particularly common throughout the tour. 

 

Swallows, martins  Hirundinidae 

Pacific Swallow      Hirundo tahitica 

This species was commonly seen throughout the tour. 

Striated Swallow     Cecropis striolata 

One of these locally uncommon swallows was seen flying over the Bali Barat peninsula. 

 

Cettia warblers and allies  Cettiidae 

(H) Mountain Tailorbird     Phyllergates cuculatus 

 We heard one of these birds in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Leaf warblers and allies  Phylloscopidae 

(H) Mountain Leaf Warbler   Phylloscopus trivirgatus 

Surprisingly, this species was only heard, in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

Sunda Warbler (E)     Seicercus grammiceps 

We had superb views of one in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

 

Grassbirds and allies  Locustellidae 

(H) Javan Bush Warbler (E)   Locustella montis 

We heard this species (and even saw the moving vegetation within feet of us) near our accommodation 

in Bedugul, but none of us even got a glimpse! 

 

Cisticolas and allies  Cisticolidae 

Bar-winged Prinia (E)    Prinia familiaris 

Not uncommon at the Nusa Dua settling ponds and also seen in Bali Barat NP. 

Olive-backed Tailorbird (E)    Orthotomus sepium 

The first few individuals we tried calling in at the Nusa Dua settling ponds were not very cooperative. 

Fortunately, we had much more luck in Bali Barat NP! 

 

Babblers  Timaliidae 

Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus montanus 

Some of us had good looks at a small group of these birds in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

Crescent-chested Babbler (E)   Stachyris melanothorax 

We all ended up seeing this furtive species quite well at Grojogan, even if it did take a little time!  

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Mees’s White-eye (Grey-throated Ibon) (E) Lophozosterops javanicus 

This species was pleasantly common in the Bedugul area. 

Mountain White-eye     Zosterops montanus 

Also only seen in the Bedugul area. 

Lemon-bellied White-eye (E)   Zosterops chloris 
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We found a few small parties of these birds on the Bali Barat peninsula. 

 

Starlings, Rhabdornis  Sturnidae 

Asian Glossy Starling    Aplonis panayensis 

This widespread species was seen in Grojogan Forest 

Short-tailed Starling     Aplonis minor 

Fairly common in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

Javan (White-vented) Myna   Acridotheres javanicus 

We all caught up with this species near Gilimanuk Bay, while further sightings came from Denpasar and 

Uluwatu. 

Black-winged Starling (E)    Acridotheres melanopterus 

We bumped into these rare birds on several occasions in Bali Barat NP. 

Bali Myna (E)     Leucopsar rothschildi 

Given it's striking appearance, I suspect this species would still be sought-after if its status as critically 

endangered were ever to change. For now, however, this combination of rarity and looks continues to 

bring many a birder to the island of Bali where, like us, they are often fortunate to have multiple 

sightings, many of which are close up.  

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 

Javan Whistling Thrush (E)   Myophonus glaucinus 

We spotted two of these shy thrushes in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens, just as the late afternoon light 

was beginning to disappear. 

(H) Lesser Shortwing     Brachypteryx leucophris 

Many were heard singing in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

  

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 

Oriental Magpie-Robin    Copsychus saularis 

We had great views of one of these birds, shortly after we arrived in Bali Barat NP. 

Fulvous-chested Jungle Flycatcher   Rhinomyias olivaceus 

We had great scope views of one near Bali Barat NP, and others in Bedugul. 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher     Ficedula hyperythra 

One pair was seen in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

Little Pied Flycatcher     Ficedula westermanni 

This smart little bird was seen on a few occasions in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

Pied Bush Chat     Saxicola caprata 

We saw males and females of this species in the grounds of our hotel at Bedugul. 

 

Flowerpeckers  Dicaeidae 

Blood-breasted Flowerpecker (E)   Dicaeum sanguinolentum 

Not particularly frequent on our tour but we did see a few in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens, including 

one which we scoped for all to see well. 

Scarlet-headed Flowerpecker (E)   Dicaeum trochileum 

We had superb views of males, females and young birds at the Nusa Dua settling ponds. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
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Brown-throated Sunbird     Anthreptes malacensis 

Having just had some pretty poor luck with this species in Sulawesi, we were glad to get such good 

views on our first day in Bali, at the Nusa Dua ponds. 

Olive-backed Sunbird    Cinnyris jugularis 

This was a common species in secondary growth, throughout the tour. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow     Passer montanus 

Commonly seen in urban areas. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

Streaked Weaver      Ploceus manvar 

A few of these were seen at the fuel station where we first stopped for Javan Kingfisher, between 

Denpasar and Bali Barat NP. 

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies  Estrildidae 

Javan Munia (E)     Lonchura leucogastroides 

We had great views of a small flock of these neat little endemics at the same site as the weaver 

mentioned above. 

Scaly-breasted Munia (Nutmeg Mannikin)  Lonchura punctulata 

Much more numerous than the previous species and seen at many more sites. 

Java Sparrow (E)      Lonchura oryzivora 

We timed our arrival at the myna breeding center on Bali Barat NP peninsula to coincide with the arrival 

of some of these great little birds, coming for their mid-morning drink. Great to tick the 'real thing'! 

 

 

Annotated List of Mammals recorded 

 

Plantain Squirrel      Callosciurus notatus 

Seen at our hotel in Denpasar and in Bali Barat NP. 

Black Giant Squirrel     Ratufa bicolor 

Three of these enormous squirrels were seen on our final morning in Bali Barat NP. 

Horsfield’s Tree Shrew    Tupaia javanica 

Seen in Bali Barat NP and in the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. 

Ebony Leaf Monkey (Javan Langur)  Trachypithecus auratus 

We enjoyed wonderful a handful of sightings on the Bali Barat peninsula. 

Long-tailed Macaque      Macaca fascicularis 

This widespread species was seen daily in Bali Barat NP. 

Common Muntjac (Barking Deer)   Muntiacus muntjak 

Seen on all but one of the days we were in Bali Barat NP. 

Rusa Deer      Rusa timorensis 

Also seen almost daily in Bali Barat NP. 

 

 

Rockjumper Birding Tours CC 
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Worldwide Birding Adventures 

Registration number 2001/059480/23 

PO Box 13972, Cascades, 3202, South Africa 

Tel:  +27 33 394 0225 

Fax: +27 88 033 394 0225 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com  
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