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Trip report by Tour leader: Markus Lilje 
 

Bhutan is famous for having some of the most intact forest habitat in the Himalayas as well as having 

few tourists and a generally low population density. This short tour allowed us to explore the eastern 

parts of the country in particular, with the added bonus of the chance to find one of the wintering 

populations of Black-necked Crane in a very seldom-visited part of Bhutan. This time of year proved to 

be great for fantastically active and diverse mixed-species flocks, clear blue skies and extensive views 

of the mountainous scenery.  
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This was the first winter tour for Rockjumper in this fabled country. While we have much experience 

here in the spring months, this tour promised 

more of an exploratory feel as many species 

could potentially be found almost at any 

altitude and there could be numerous surprises 

in store. We headed out toward Bhutan on the 

first morning of the trip from Guwahati in 

India’s north-east. Although not really a part of 

the tour we stopped a few times on the way, 

making the most of the chance to see a number 

of species we would not have another chance 

for in the mountains during the rest of the tour. 

Some of these species included both Lesser and 

the rare Greater Adjutant, Cotton Pygmy 

Goose, 

Ferruginous Duck, White-throated Kingfisher and Indian Roller. After 

a delicious lunch we were then soon at the border of the country we 

were so looking forward to exploring. As we waited for border 

formalities to be completed, we enjoyed some surprisingly productive 

birding as we saw Yellow-footed Green Pigeon, Great Myna, 

Cinereous Tit, Chestnut-tailed Starling and Blue-throated Barbet in a 

red-flowering tree. After checking in, we had a little time to explore 

some nearby habitat for our first exposure to birding the Himalayan 

foothills. The gorgeous Scarlet Sunbird made sure the afternoon had a 

splash of colour, while Oriental Pied Hornbill, Little Pied Flycatcher, 

Black-crested Bulbul, Lineated Barbet and Lesser Racket-tailed 

Drongo were seen in denser vegetation – all good lower altitude 

species. We finally ended the first day along a small stream, where we 

were rewarded with Slaty-backed Forktail, Crested Kingfisher and 

Plumbeous Water and White-capped Redstarts. 

 

We had a full day to explore the lower to mid-altitude area between Samdrup Jongkar and Morong. 

This area promised to be quite productive as many altitudinal migrants could possibly be in the 

vicinity, as it proved to be. Amazingly we had Slaty-backed, Little and Black-backed Forktails all close 

to each other along a small river and were 

thrilled to find a sought-after feeding 

Wallcreeper in the same area! We worked 

the roadside and forest edges for the whole 

morning, finding Orange-bellied Leafbird, 

Sultan Tit, Pin-tailed Green Pigeon, scarce 

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird, Short-billed and 

Scarlet Minivets, our first Yellow-bellied 

Fantail, Pin-striped Tit-babbler, Black-

winged Cuckooshrike, fantastic feeding 

Great and Wreathed Hornbill, White-

throated Bulbul and the fascinating Streaked 

Spiderhunter. All this was before we started gradually making our way up the mountains, for our first 

experience of montane forest birding in the Himalayas. 

 

Great Hornbill by Markus Lilje 

Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush 

by Markus Lilje 

Ibisbill by Markus Lilje 
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During our lunch stop we first heard and then saw the fantastic Rufous-necked Hornbill and added 

Jungle Babbler and Black Bulbul feeding in an Erythrina. On this afternoon and early on the following 

morning we birded the slightly higher forest, finding a few other great species. Striated Bulbul, Long-

tailed Sibia, our first Great and Golden-throated Barbets, Large Niltava, Streaky-breasted Scimitar 

Babbler, ever-active Whiskered and White-naped Yuhinas, and the beautiful Spotted Forktail. Right at 

our campsite we also found Rufous-breasted Accentor, Grey Bush Chat, Brown-flanked Bush Warbler 

and Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler along the more open edges. Another fantastic species here was a 

flock of the stunning Himalayan Cutia, while other flock species were Black-faced Warbler and Rusty-

fronted Barwing in the area’s rapidly recovering vegetation after some recent damaging road 

renovations. 

 

Our drive from Morong through to Trashigang was a fairly 

lengthy one, yet it passes through some incredible habitat and 

we only wished we had the time to get out and bird it all. Our 

short stops and spotting from the bus were however handsomely 

rewarded with sightings of many White-throated 

Laughingthrush, Green-tailed Sunbird and the very scarce 

Maroon-backed Accentor. Our first good stand of flowering 

Rhododendron was very productive, with Rufous Sibia, Rufous-

naped Yuhina, Dark-breasted Rosefinch and Yellow-billed Blue 

Magpie all showing for us. Another great species on the way was the localised Yellow-rumped 

Honeyguide, which always seems to be in attendance of large Rock Bee hives and showed well for us. 

Closer to Trashigang, the forests turn to Chir Pine with a grassy understory that is largely birdless, so 

we were able to catch up some time and got to our lodge in time to be able to still enjoy the view of the 

Trashigang Dzong. 

 

The next section of the tour was a potentially special 

and interesting one. Very few tours and tourists have 

ventured into the Trashiyangtse Valley, which we 

explored for effectively 2 full days. The road winds 

its way along different rivers and through some forest 

and grassland habitats. Some of this area was quite 

productive, getting us Hodgson’s Redstart, Blue Rock 

Thrush, Himalayan Bulbul and Rufescent and Striated 

Prinias in the more open areas. Flocks in the forest 

patches included Rufous-winged and Nepal Fulvettas, 

White-throated Fantail, Rufous Woodpecker, Grey-

throated Babbler, Long-billed Thrush and Ashy-throated Leaf Warbler. Late morning turned out to be 

extraordinary with a perched Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl and a Black Eagle feeding as it floated through 

the forest canopy. After arriving in Tashi Jangtse 

and taking a short break we started searching for the 

Black-necked Crane – maybe the biggest target of 

this winter tour. Around the village we found 6 

birds, 2 of which allowed for great views as they fed 

in the fields nearby. Little Bunting and very pale 

Common Kestrel were also seen well in the area. 

 

On the following day we headed further upstream, 

hoping for more cranes. With a lot of relief, we 

Wallcreeper by Markus Lilje 

Trashi Yangtse Chorten detail by Markus Lilje 

Black-necked Stork flock by Markus Lilje 
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found a flock of over 70 birds, including a number of youngsters (and a single Common Crane) in the 

Bomdeling Wildlife Sanctuary. The area proved to be great 

for much more than the cranes though as we also found 

fantastic Black-tailed Crake and Wallcreeper nearby. We 

enjoyed our warm breakfast with snow-covered mountains 

and forests as a splendid backdrop. The river itself was 

good too, as the monotypic Ibisbill was seen and scoped 

very nicely and we found a number of the very scarce 

Long-billed Plover, along with the more widespread River 

Lapwing and Green Sandpiper. The valley also came up 

with a wheeling flock of Snow Pigeon, as well as Eurasian 

Jay, Rufous-bellied Niltava and Kalij Pheasant; Striated 

and Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrushes are fairly 

widespread, but the Grey-sided Laughingthrush is tricky and we were thrilled to enjoy good views. 

During the afternoon we visited the Chorten Kora and waited for Crested Kingfisher to fly past us up 

the river, while watching a family of Brown Dipper. 

 

Heading back towards Trashigang and then further east took us 

along the Drangme Chhu River, near which we enjoyed our 

breakfast while watching Slaty-backed and Little Forktails, 

Brown Dipper and a number of redstarts. The nearby pass of 

Kori La always seem to have at least a few good birds waiting 

and this time was no exception. We enjoyed our first flock of 

Black-throated Bushtit that were joined by a few other flock 

species. A little higher up we found beautiful Bar-throated 

Minla, Plain-backed Thrush, Streak-breasted Scimitar Babbler, 

Red-headed Bullfinch, sought-after Golden-naped Finch and a 

brief Fire-tailed Myzornis in a large mixed flock, high in a 

rhododendron. When the weather then turned nasty with some 

wind and rain, we decided to take the opportunity for a break 

and to rest a bit after some intense days. 

 

From Mongar, the drive through the pine forest was 

fairly uneventful, although we did find wonderful 

Common Green Magpie after some fantastic White-

crested Laughingthrush and Barred Cuckoo-Dove 

sightings. Dropping to lower altitudes, we had our final 

chances for some species we still hoped to see and made 

the most of it. Striated and Black-chinned Yuhinas, 

Streaked Spiderhunter, Dusky Warbler, Striated Prinia, 

Blue-throated and Golden-throated Barbets. Crested 

Kingfisher finally put in a very good appearance and we 

added numerous other birds such as Mountain Tailorbird, 

Nepal Fulvetta and Grey-cheeked Warbler for the day. A 

huge surprise was finding a second Spot-bellied Eagle-

Owl that got mobbed by a number of smaller species – 

getting this highly sought-after species twice on one trip is really unheard of and to have both sightings 

being of close roosting birds was just crazy! A little higher above Lingmethang we got exceptionally 

lucky, adding Chestnut-breasted Partridge, Rufous-necked Laughingthrush, Greater Yellownape, 

Black-tailed Crake by Markus Lilje 

Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl by Markus 

Lilje 

Bar-throated Minla by Markus Lilje 
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Chestnut-headed Tesia, Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker, Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch and Common 

Emerald Dove. We spent the afternoon along the lower section of road in the Thrumshingla NP, 

searching through flocks of Rusty-fronted Barwing that often have some interesting species joining 

them. We found a number of species, including a skulking Slender-billed Scimitar Babbler, Rufous-

capped and Golden Babblers, stunning Rufous-winged Fulvetta and then, as it was getting dark, 

Collared Owlet to end off a great day. 

 

This spectacular national park starts at 700 m and rises to an 

amazing 3,780 m on Thrumsing Pass. The Lingmethang Road 

is considered one of the best birding roads in Asia, with a great 

diversity and density of uncommon and sought-after species. 

Over the course of our 2 days on the lower section of this road 

we drove quite a long way up, looking for pheasants along the 

roadside without any luck. After our breakfast we began 

walking back down the road; after just a short while we had a 

single Grey-sided amongst many White-throated 

Laughingthrushes, as well as a few Streak-breasted Scimitar 

Babblers in a stand of bamboo, although a great flock of 

Golden-breasted Fulvetta 

stole the show in this area. Mixed flocks included Black-eared and 

Green Shrike-babblers, Yellow-cheeked Tit, Black-faced and 

Grey-cheeked Warblers, Bar-throated Minla and a flock of 

Himalayan Cutia. The day’s highlight was, however, undoubtedly 

finding the trogons, but not just any trogons. After hearing a bird 

way below the road we decided to set off after it, hoping to find 

this mega. After a few moments when some had seen it and some 

were still searching, everyone got views of male and then female 

Ward’s Trogon. Suddenly there was a pair of Red-headed Trogon 

(at the extreme upper limit of its altitudinal range) there too; 

sometimes in the same view as their Ward’s Trogon relatives! 

Over the next while we could not believe our luck as we followed 

at least 4 Ward’s Trogons, eventually leaving them quietly sitting 

in their beautiful lichen-clad forest – an incredible encounter with 

one of the top birds of Bhutan! After just a few hundred meters of 

walking down the road again, we could therefore not 

believe our luck when a further 3 Ward’s Trogons were 

just sitting in a dense stand of bamboo, giving great and 

extensive scope views and photos for everyone! An out-

of-season calling Rufous-throated Wren-babbler gave 

brief views, while we had another Yellow-rumped 

Honeyguide and Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher, Black-

throated Prinia and spectacular Scaly Laughingthrush 

being some of the other top birds of the day that showed 

along the roadside.  

The second day was again a good one, as we 

managed to add a good number of fantastic species to the 

list, including some we had really hoped for! Coral-billed 

Scimitar-babbler is always tricky and shy, although we 

had incredible views of this and then 2 huge flocks of White-breasted Parrotbill, an out-of-season 

Yellow-bellied Fantail by Markus 

Lilje 

Ward’s Trogon by Markus Lilje 

Scaly Laughingthrush by Markus Lilje 
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Blyth’s Swift surprised us and Scaly Laughingthrush showed well again! Crimson-breasted and Bay 

Woodpeckers and Lesser Yellownape were a great trio of woodpeckers, while a huge flock of 30 Grey-

chinned Minivet, Yellow-throated Fulvetta and Yellow-cheeked Tit added a splash of colour and Scaly 

and Long-tailed Thrushes were enjoyed along the edges of a clearing!   

 

The time had come for us to start making our way up to Sengor, the higher of the two places we stayed 

at on the Lingmethang Road, which got us into a completely 

different habitat with an entire new suite of first-class birds 

around this 3,000m campsite. Many of the Himalayan species are 

altitudinal migrants, leaving the higher altitudes during the colder 

months, which was the reason we just spent a single night in the 

area, to search for the resident species. One of the best birds we 

found here was the wonderful Blood Pheasant, of which we had a 

few birds near the roadside, before they fled into the coniferous 

forest. Some of the many other birds we found in this area 

included Rufous-vented, Coal and Grey Crested Tits, Stripe-

throated Yuhina, our first flock of Plain Mountain Finch, Red 

Crossbill, Spotted Nutcracker, flocks of Red-billed Chough, 

Black-faced Laughingthrush and Hoary-throated Barwing. One 

of the top birds in the area was Crimson-browed Finch, which we 

managed to find in a mixed flock on the way up to the Sengor 

area. All this within the beautiful surroundings of the national park with its gorgeous forests – what a 

great Himalayan spectacle…although the air near the top of the pass was rather crisp, to say the least!  

 

Our drive over the pass and onwards to Bumtang was punctuated with stunning clear views of the very 

high distant peaks and ranges as far as the eye could see. Birdwise, we were fortunate to find a flock of 

roosting Snow Pigeon resting on a cliff, while nearby 

there were some great White-throated Redstarts, 

Eurasian Wren, Alpine Accentor and Himalayan 

Beautiful Rosefinch. Bearded Vulture was also seen 

quite well in flight – in Bhutan it is generally only 

common at very high altitude, although they do tend to 

come further down in winter, giving us a better chance. 

The town of Bumthang itself then also provided us with 

opportunities to try to find Brown Parrotbill, which 

turned out to be uncooperative as we watched a single 

bird hiding in its bamboo habitat. We then all retired to 

our hotel for a much appreciated hot shower and solid 

bed after a cold night of camping. The river that cuts 

through the town was quite busy and produced almost 50 Ruddy Shelduck and a few Mallard and 

Common Merganser, as well as close Ibisbill.  

 

Due to us having an early flight to Paro, there was no opportunity to bird anything in Jakar that 

morning, so we headed off to our final hotel in the country, planning more of a cultural day around 

Paro. The first activity after our somewhat delayed flight was a quick visit to the Paro Dzong where we 

marvelled at the centuries’ old walls and the temple inside. After a great lunch we headed up the nearby 

hill towards the Tiger’s Nest Monastery. The monastery is easily the most famous in all of Bhutan and 

it appears to perch precariously on a tiny rock ledge with seemingly no access point. It is quite 

remarkable to consider what an undertaking it must have been to get the materials up there to construct 

Hoary-throated Barwing  

by Markus Lilje 

View from Thrumshingla by Markus Lilje 
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such an incredible structure. The weather was certainly 

on our side today and we enjoyed the fantastic scenery 

and walk; we never tried going all the way to the 

monastery due to time constraints, but rather just 

enjoyed the area and whatever birds we managed to 

bump into. This was a wonderful day despite us only 

seeing a handful of different bird species, which 

included White-browed Fulvetta, White-throated 

Laughingthrush and Yellow-billed Blue Magpie. Back 

near Paro, a short walk along the river produced 

Common Snipe, Green Sandpiper, Rosy Pipit, Brown 

Dipper and River Lapwing. 

 

The next day was to be our last full day in Bhutan as we climbed 

out of the Paro Valley and began our memorable day up Chelela, 

where the road tops out at 3,988 m. This pass is undoubtedly the 

best place to try and find the resplendent Himalayan Monal, of 

which we managed to get some phenomenal views as we ended up 

with a total of 2 males and as many as 10 females. The morning 

certainly belonged to these incredible pheasants, but we also 

managed to rack up 3 Blood Pheasant on the upper reaches of the 

pass, from where we were also able to enjoy a beautiful morning 

and the scenery around Chelela! From a birding point of view other 

highlights for the day included a 

very large flock of various 

thrushes including Red-

throated, Black-faced and 

Spotted Laughingthrushes, Hodgson’s Treecreeper, Himalayan 

White-browed Rosefinch, Goldcrest, Brown Parrotbill, Green 

Shrike-babbler, Bar-throated Minla, Rufous-fronted Bushtit and 

White-winged Grosbeak. We then returned to our hotel for our final 

night in Bhutan.  

 

The Land of the Thunder Dragon certainly lived up to its reputation 

as one of the best birding tour destinations on the planet, and we 

had a phenomenal time travelling and birding our way across some 

of this fabulous country. I certainly enjoyed exploring Bhutan with 

all participants and we can only hope that this amazing land can 

keep its charm through the ever-changing global environment, so that many more birders and nature 

enthusiasts alike can experience it in all its beauty.  

 

ANNOTATED LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED 

 

TOTAL: (287 Species recorded including 5 heard only) 
 

Note: Names and taxonomical order of the bird species list follows that of IOC (International 

Ornithological congress), Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2013; Birds of the World: Recommended English 

Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press (version 3.3). Names in square brackets represent 

Paro Dzong by Markus Lilje 

Blood Pheasant by Markus Lilje 

Spotted Nutcracker by Markus 

Lilje 
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names given by IOC and omitted by Clements whereas names in round brackets represent names given 

by Clements and omitted by IOC. Names without square or round brackets represent the name given by 

both IOC and Clements. A notes section can be found where splitting and/or lumping of the species by 

the respective authorities (IOC & Clements) differs from each other. 

 

E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic. 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Lesser Whistling Duck    Dendrocygna bicolour 

Good numbers were encountered during long drives in Assam, where they occur on large waterbodies. 

Ruddy Shelduck     Tadorna ferruginea 

Big numbers at Bumthang. 

Cotton Pygmy Goose    Nettapus coromandelianus 

Seen on the drive to Bhutan, first morning. 

Gadwall      Anas strepera 

Seen on the first day in India. 

Eurasian (Green-winged) Teal   Anas crecca 

A single bird was seen along the Parochu near Paro. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into Eurasian Teal A. crecca and Green-winged Teal A. carolinensis whereas Clements 

only recognizes one species, Green-winged Teal A. crecca. 

Ferruginous Duck      Aythya nyroca 

Seen on the drive to Bhutan on the first morning.  

Common Merganser     Mergus merganser 

We had 2 birds on consecutive days in the Bumthang and Paro areas. 

 

Pheasants and Partridges  Phasianidae 
Hill Partridge      Arborophila torqueola 

A single bird was seen briefly near the waterfall on the Lingmethang Road – many more were heard.  

Rufous-throated Partridge    Arborophila rufogularis 

This seldom-seen species was heard on at least three days in mid-altitude forest in Bhutan.  

Chestnut-breasted Partridge   Arborophila mandellii 

This is a very scarce bird that were were lucky to get a brief view of in scrub below Yongkola.  

Blood Pheasant     Ithaginis cruentus 

One of the many great birds of the Bhutan tour and totally unforgettable! Seen extremely well on 

Thrumsing La and again on Chele La. 

Himalayan Monal     Lophophorus impejanus 

A spectacularly vivid species, of which we encountered a total of about a dozen birds! At least 2 of 

these were the incredible males that we saw well very near the top of Chele La at almost 4000m. 

Kalij Pheasant     Lophura leucomelanos 

We had numerous encounters with this species during the trip. Views were enjoyed on 5 days all in all, 

although most sightings were brief. Both the silver-bellied and silver-rumped races were seen. 
NOTE: Clements splits this species into two separate species; Kalij Pheasant L. leucomelanos and Imperial Pheasant L. 
imperialis whereas IOC only recognizes one species, Kalij Pheasant L. leucomelanos. 

 

Storks  Ciconidae 
Asian Openbill     Anastomas oscitans 

Fairly large numbers were seen on the drive through India. 

Lesser Adjutant     Leptoptilos javanicus 

This species was close to Guwahati during the drive through India. 
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Greater Adjutant     Leptoptilos dubius 

This is a very scarce bird, with one of its population strongholds near Guwahati, where we saw it on the 

first morning.  

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Indian Pond Heron     Ardeola greyii 

Fairly common in India, where they occur on the edges of wetlands, 2 seen in Bhutan. 

[Eastern] Cattle Egret    Bubulcus cormandus 

A few birds were seen on the first day in India. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Western Cattle Egret B. ibis as Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Intermediate Egret     Mesophoyx intermedia 

One seen in India on the first day. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Another bird that was only seen once on the first day. 

 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Little Cormorant     Phalacrocorax niger 

Quite a few birds were seen on the first day during our drive. 

Great Cormorant     Phalacrocorax carbo 

A few of this widespread species were seen along the large river near Trashigang. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two separate species; Great Cormorant P. carbo and White-breasted Cormorant P. 

lucidus whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

 

Anhingas, Darters  Anhingidae 
Oriental Darter     Anhinga melanogaster 

A few birds seen along a waterbody in India. 

 

Hawks, Eagles & Kites  Accipitridae 
Bearded Vulture     Gypaetus barbatus 

Fairly uncommonly encountered in Bhutan, where it mainly occurs at higher altitude – our sighting was 

below 3000m, as we were descending Thrumshila Pass.  

Crested (Oriental) Honey Buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus 

A single bird was seen well in flight near Deothang on the first full day in Bhutan.  

Crested Serpent Eagle    Spilornis cheela 

Superb flight views were had of several birds at low altitude in Bhutan. 

Mountain Hawk-Eagle    Spizaetus nipalensis 

A fairly common but nonetheless stunning eagle in Bhutan – seen in flight during the first half of the 

tour. 

Rufous-bellied [Hawk-]Eagle   Hieraaetus kienerii 

This uncommon eagle was seen twice, first sighting of a juvenile near Deothang. 

Black Eagle      Ictinaetus malayensis 

A very distinctive raptor in flight…seen well on a number of occasions in Bhutan. Best sighting was 

watching a bird glide through the canopy for a long time near Trashi Yangtse. 

Shikra       Accipiter badius 

A single bird seen briefly in flightin India. 

Besra       Accipiter virgatus 

A pair showed very well on the Lower Lingmethang Road, perched and in flight.  

Eurasian Sparrowhawk    Accipiter nisus 

Firsly common on this tour – seen on 4 days including some very good looks, mainly higher up in the 
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mountains.  

Hen Harrier      Circus cyaneus 

Single birds were seen well near Trashi Yangtse and on Chele La on the last day.  

Black Kite      Milvus migrans 

Hundreds were seen near Guwahati in India.  

Himalayan (Common) Buzzard   Buteo refectus 

Fairly regular sightings were had of this species at higher altitudes in Bhutan. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Common Buzzard B. Buteo, Eastern Buzzard B. japonicus and Socotra Buzzard B. 

socotraensis as one species, Common Buzzard B. buteo. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
White-breasted Waterhen    Amaurornis phoenicurus 

A widespread bird, one was seen in India.  

Black-tailed Crake     Amaurornis bicolor 

We were thrilled to get fantastic views of 5 birds in the open near Bomdeling Wildlife Sanctuary, 

where they were feeding early in the morning. 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 
Common Crane     Grus grus 

A single bird was seen in the large flock of Black-necked Cranes.  

Black-necked Crane     Grus nigricollis 

6 birds were seen around Trashi Yangtse, before we were thrilled to see around 75 birds in the 

Bomdeling Wildlife Sanctuary on the following day – one of the main reasons for doing a winter tour 

to this country.  

 

Ibisbill  Ibidorhynchidae 
Ibisbill      Ibidorhyncha struthersii 

A single bird was seen very well in the Bumdeling Wildlife Sanctuary, before we enjoyed further views 

in the Bumthang area. 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
River Lapwing     Vanellus duvaucelii 

We had good views at Bomdeling and Bumthang along the large rivers. 

Red-wattled Lapwing    Vanellus indicus 

An extremely common and widespread species of the subcontinent a fw seen on the rive to bhutan.  

Long-billed Plover     Charadrius placidus 

Around 4 birds were seen along a small stretch of river in the Bumdeling Reserve. 

Little Ringed Plover     Charadrius dubius 

Seen on the way to Bhutan. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanadae 
Bronze-winged Jacana    Metopidius indicus 

Also seen at small wetlands in India during the first day drive. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Common Snipe     Gallinago gallinago 

3 birds were seen well in wetlands along the Paro River at the end of the tour. 

Green Sandpiper     Tringa ochropus 
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Seen well on a number of days along a number of waterbodies. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

Seen in India and along streams near Trashi Yangtse and Bumthang.  

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove      Columba livia 

Numerous in towns and villages throughout India and Bhutan. 

Snow Pigeon      Columba leuconota 

This boldly patterned, high-altitude pigeon was encountered on 4 days, with good views near Trashi 

Yangtse and on Thrumsingla and Chelela. At this time of year they are often seen at lower altitude.  

Oriental Turtle Dove    Streptopelia orientalis 

Commonly seen throughout Bhutan. 

Spotted Dove      Streptopelia chinensis 

Seen well at low altitude in the Samdrup Yongkar area. 

Barred Cuckoo-Dove    Macropygia unchall 

We had a few sightings of this species in forests around Lingmethang and Yonkola areas.  

[Common] Emerald Dove    Chalcophaps indica 

One was seen flying across the road in the Lingmethang area. 

Yellow-footed [Green] Pigeon   Treron phoenicoptera 

This attractive pigeon was seen well as we entered Bhutan at Samdrup Jongkar. 

Pin-tailed [Green] Pigeon    Treron apicauda 

A few birds were seen well in forest edge near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Wedge-tailed [Green] Pigeon   Treron sphenura 

2 were seen very well in the forest just above Samdrup Jongkar.  

Mountain Imperial Pigeon    Ducula badia 

Birds were seen well in flight and scoped on perches near Samdrup Jongkar and near Mongar. 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl    Bubo nipalensis 

A stunning and highly-sought species that was amazingly seen on 2 occasions during the trip – once 

near Trashi Yangtse and again near the town of Lingmethang. 

Himalayan (Tawny) Owl    Strix nivicolum 

Heard fairly close in the Sengor area.  
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two species, namely: Tawny Owl S. aluco & Himalayan Owl S. nivicolum, 

whereas Clements only recognizes one species: Tawny Owl S. aluco. 

Collared Owlet     Glaucidium brodiei 

We had a total of 3 birds that were seen quite well on different sections of the Lingmethang Road.  

Asian Barred Owlet     Glaucidium cuculoides 

One bird was seen quite well in the forest just above Samdrup Yongkar.  

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Himalayan Swiftlet     Aerodramus brevirostris 

3 birds were seen well during our drive to Trashigang. 

Asian Palm Swift     Cypsiurus balasiensis 

2 birds were seen on the Indian side of the border on the first day’s drive. 

Blyth’s Swift      Apus leuconyx 

A very surprising find, when we had birds on 2 days on different parts of the Lingmethang road – 

usually just a summer visitor.  
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Trogons  Trogonidae 
Red-headed Trogon     Harpactes erythrocephalus 

We had a wonderful pair of these birds in forest around the middle Lingmethang Road. A great find 

during this time of year when they seldom call.  

Ward’s Trogon     Harpactes wardi 

Probably one of the most sought-after species in Bhutan and often very hard to track down. We were 

amazed to find 2 pairs after scaling down a slope, getting great views in beautiful forest along the 

Lingmethang Road. Probably an hour later we were stunned by a further 3 birds right along the road we 

were walking down! What an incredible sighting of this very tricky species!  

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Indian Roller      Coracias benghalensis 

This superbly coloured bird was seen during our drive through India. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
White-throated Kingfisher    Halcyon smyrnensis 

Seen well and in fairly good numbers on the first day, with another sighting later in Bomdeling. 

Common Kingfisher     Alcedo atthis 

A few jewel-like birds were seen near Samdrup Yongkar and Trashiyangtse. 

Crested Kingfisher     Megaceryle lugubris 

This denizen of large, rocky rivers was first seen along the river near Samdrup Jongkar, others were 

recorded later near Trashiyangtse. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

Seen in India on the first day. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Blue-bearded Bee-eater    Nyctyornis athertoni 

We found one of these along the road near Deothang, where it insisted on staying on the far side of a 

tree in the scope and was hard to see well. 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
Eurasian Hoopoe     Upupa epops 

A single bird was seen on the first day near Samdrup Yongkar. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Oriental Pied Hornbill    Anthracoceros albirostris 

Seen briefly on the first afternoon near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Great Hornbill     Buceros bicornis 

Fabulous views were had of this massive, gaudy hornbill along the road near Samdrup Jongkhar.  

Rufous-necked Hornbill    Aceros nipalensis 

Another charismatic and spectacular hornbill and undoubtedly one of the major targets on any Bhutan 

tour, this range-restricted species was seen extremely well on a few days in Bhutan. 

Wreathed Hornbill     Aceros undulatus 

Yet another fabulous and huge lowland hornbill that was seen very well in the south-east of Bhutan.  

 

Asian Barbets  Capitonidae 
Great Barbet      Megalaima virens 
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One of the dominant sounds of middle-altitude Himalayan forests, we enjoyed sightings of this 

charismatic bird on at least 8 days! A very impressive bird. 

Lineated Barbet     Megalaima lineata 

This species was seen and heard near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Golden-throated Barbet    Megalaima franklinii 

This exquisite barbet was seen well and scoped during our drive to Morong and later in the 

Lingmethang area. 

Blue-throated Barbet    Megalaima asiatica 

Fairly common around lower altitude areas in the Samdrup Jongkar and Lingmethang areas. 

Coppersmith Barbet     Megalaima haemacephala 

One bird was seen by participants in India on the first day.  

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Yellow-rumped Honeyguide   Indicator xanthonotus 

Another scarce Asian species that is best located in Bhutan. We enjoyed fantastic scope views of these 

unique birds on a few occasions, with best views on the drive to Trashigang. This species is one of only 

two representatives of the Honeyguide family in Asia, the other being the very uncommon Malaysian 

Honeyguide, with the remainder being found in Africa. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Speckled Piculet     Picumnus innominatus 

We enjoyed fabulous views of a single bird near Samdrup Jongkar.  

Grey-capped [Pygmy] Woodpecker  Dendrocopos canicapillus 

A pair was fairly briefly seen and scoped near Lingmethang. 

Crimson-breasted Woodpecker   Dendrocopos cathpharius 

A single bird showed very well along the Lower Lingmethang road. 

Greater Yellownape     Picus flavinucha 

This stunning species was recorded on 3 days along the Lower Lingmethang Road. 

Lesser Yellownape     Picus chlorolophus 

A single bird was seen very well in beautiful forest near Yongkola.  

Grey-headed(-faced) Woodpecker   Picus canus 

This widespread Eurasian woodpecker was sighted on 2 different days, with both sightings at lower 

altitude near Deothang and Lingmethang. 

Greater Flameback     Chrysocolaptes lucidus 

Heard only near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Bay Woodpecker     Blythipicus pyrrhotis 

After getting heard frequently, we managed great looks along the Lower Lingmethang Road.  

Rufous Woodpecker     Celeus brachyurus 

We had amazing close-up views of a single bird as we made our way up to Trashiyangtse. 

 

Caracaras, Falcons  Falconidae 
Common (Eurasian) Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus 

Seen on 7 days during the tour at scattered locations. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two separate species; Common Kestrel F. tinnunculus and Rock Kestrel F. 

rupicolus whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Eurasian Kestrel F. tinnunculus. 

 

Ioras  Aegithinidae 
Common Iora     Aegithina tiphia 
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3 birds were seen in the lowlands near Samdrup Jongkar – another bright species! 

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Black-winged Cuckooshrike   Coracina melaschistos 

A single bird was seen well on the first full day in Bhutan. 

Grey-chinned Minivet    Pericrocotus solaris 

Seen well but briefly near Samdrup Jongkar, before we enjoyed views of good numbers in the Lower 

Lingmethang forests. 

Short-billed Minivet     Pericrocotus brevirostris 

We had views of males near Samdrup Yongkar and again near Lingmethang village. 

Scarlet Minivet     Pericrocotus speciosus 

Males and females were seen very well in the Samdrup Jongkar and Mongar areas. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Brown Shrike      Lanius cristatus 

A few were seen during the drive on the first day in India.  

Long-tailed Shrike     Lanius schach 

A striking and fairly commonly recorded species in open habitats during the eastern section of the tour.  

Grey-backed Shrike     Lanius tephronotus 

About 4 sightings of this bird were recorded in scattered sections of the tour. 

 

Vireos, Greenlets  Virionidae 
White-bellied Erpornis    Erpornis zantholeuca 

4 birds were seen quite well while we were birding the lowlands near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Blyth’s (White-browed) Shrike-babbler  Pteruthius aeralatus 

We saw a wonderful pair in a forest patch during our drive towards Trashiyangtse. 
NOTE: Clements lumps Blyth’s Shrike-babbler P. aeralatus with Pied Shrike-babbler P. flaviscapis, Himalayan Shrike-

babbler P. ripleyi and Dalat Shrike-babbler P. annamensis as White-browed Shrike-babbler P. flaviscapis. 

Green Shrike-babbler    Pteruthius xanthochlorus 

Seen well in mixed flocks on 3 days of the tour, with best views in forests on Chelela on the last day. 

Black-eared Shrike-babbler    Pteruthius melanotis 

One of the most spectacularly colourful birds of the trip, we enjoyed looks at this gaudy little gem, 

mostly in mixed-species flocks along the Lingmethang road. 

 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
Maroon Oriole     Oriolus traillii 

Another very attractive species that was well seen between Samdrup Jongkar and Deothang and on the 

Lower Lingmethang road.  

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Black Drongo      Dicrurus macrocercus 

An especially numerous and conspicuous species throughout India. 

Ashy Drongo      Dicrurus leucophaeus 

An altitudinal migrant that was seen well in the Deothang area. 

Bronzed Drongo     Dicrurus aeneus 

Seen on at least 8 days at various locations throughout the tour.  

Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus remifer 

Another lower altitude species that was seen well on the first 2 days and near Lingmethang. 
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Fantails  Rhipiduridae 
White-throated Fantail    Rhipidura albicollis 

This lively species was seen on 3 days, with best views just above Yongkola. 

 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 
Eurasian Jay      Garrulus glandarius 

Seen on the day we went to Bomdeling, in roadside forest.  

Yellow-billed Blue (Gold-billed) Magpie  Urocissa flavirostris 

Another extremely bold and attractive species that was seen on 5 days, with first views on the drive to 

Trashigang. 

Common Green Magpie    Cissa chinensis 

Seen on 2 consecutive days on either side of Yongkola – a stunningly bright green species.  

Rufous Treepie     Dendrocitta vagabunda 

Seen by some in India on day 1. 

Grey Treepie      Dendrocitta formosae 

Seen on Korila and near Mongar first and near our Yongkola accommodations a few days later. 

Eurasian Magpie     Pica pica 

We recorded about 8 birds between Sengor and Bumthang during our drive through the area. 

Spotted (Eurasian) Nutcracker   Nucifraga caryocatactes 

Great views were had of this charismatic species at high altitudes with our first views coming from the 

Upper Lingmethang Road and many around Chele La, including some at close range during breakfast. 

Red-billed Chough     Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

These distinctly vocal corvids were seen in large flocks in higher-lying areas on the Lingmethang road. 

House Crow      Corvus splendens 

Seen in urban India and Smadrup Jongkar on the first day.  

Large-billed Crow     Corvus macrorhynchos 

The common crow throughout Bhutan and seen on almost every day in the country. 

Eastern Jungle (Large-billed) Crow  Corvus levaillantii 

2 birds were seen at low altitude near Deothang. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Indian Jungle Crow C. culminates and Large-billed Crow C. macrorhynchos as 

Large-billed Crow C. macrorhynchos. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Yellow-bellied Fantail    Rhipidura hypoxantha 

This busy species was seen beautifully on many days of the tour. 

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher   Culicicapa ceylonensis 

Seen at low altitudes near Samdrup Yongkar and Lingmethang town. 

 

Tits & Chickadees  Paridae 
Yellow-browed Tit     Sylviparus modestus 

Seen on 3 days along upper and middle Lingmethang road sections in mixed flocks. 

Sultan Tit      Melanochlora sultanea 

This incredibly beautiful, large and rather uncommon tit was seen well on the first morning in Bhutan.  

Rufous-vented Tit     Periparus rubidiventris 

Seen on 3 days at the end of the tour, mainly in coniferous forests on Chelela. 
NOTE: Clements splits this species into two separate species: Rufous-vented Tit P. rubidiventris and Black-crested Tit P. 

melanolophus whereas IOC only recognizes one species, Rufous-vented Tit P. rubidiventris. 

Coal Tit      Periparus ater 
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The most numerous high altitude tit in Bhutan, we saw this species on Thrumshingla and Chelela. 

Grey Crested Tit     Lophophanes dichrous 

A subtly attractive species that was again seen in small numbers in the higher-lying coniferous forests.  

Cinereous (Great) Tit    Parus cinereous 

We had views of this species on either side of the border on the first day.  
NOTE: Clements lumps Cinereous Tit P. cinereous with Great Tit P. major and Japanese Tit as Great Tit P. major. 

Clements does however recognize another split of Great Tit P. major that IOC does not recognize, this being Turkestan Tit 

P. bokharensis.    

Green-backed Tit     Parus monticolus 

By far the most common and widespread tit in Bhutan, recorded on almost every day in the country. 

Yellow-cheeked Tit     Parus spilonotus 

One was seen near Deothang, with larger numbers in mixed flocks along the Lower Lingmethang road. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Striated Bulbul     Pycnonotus striatus 

This boldly marked bulbul was seen on a number of occasions: the Morong and Mongar areas provided 

beat views. 

Black-crested Bulbul     Pycnonotus flaviventris 

We first recorded this lowland forest species very close to Samdrup Jongkar and later near 

Lingmethang village, where they seem to prefer bamboo stands. 
NOTE: Clements lumps Black-crested Bulbul P. flaviventris with Black-capped Bulbul P. melanicterus, Ruby-throated 

Bulbul P. dispar, Flame-throated Bulbul P. gularis and Bornean Bulbul P. montis as Black-crested Bulbul P. melanicterus, 

whereas IOC recognizes all the above splits. 

Red-whiskered Bulbul    Pycnonotus jocosus 

Encountered in open areas in on the first morning in Bhutan near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Himalayan (White-cheeked) Bulbul  Pycnonotus leucogenys 

This funky-looking bulbul was commonly encountered in Chir Pine and very open habitat around rivers 

in the Trashigang and Lingmethang areas.   

Red-vented Bulbul     Pycnonotus cafer 

Abundant in secondary habitat throughout the first half of the tour. 

White-throated Bulbul    Alophoixus flaveolus 

3 were seen well on a small side road near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Mountain Bulbul     Ixos mcclellandii 

Seen well below Morong and along the Lower Lingmethang road.  

Ashy Bulbul      Hemixos flavala 

2 birds were seen in the lower altitude near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Black Bulbul      Hypsipetes leucocephalus 

Good numbers were recorded throughout the tour. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Nepal House Martin     Delichon nipalensis 

Seen on 4 days in flocks, mainly along the Lingmethang road. 

 

Cettia bush warblers and allies  Cettidae 
Black-faced Warbler     Abroscopus schisticeps 

This beautiful warbler was seen on numerous occasions; usually seen in small flocks in forest and 

forest edge. 

Mountain Tailorbird     Orthotomus cuculatus 

We were really luky to find about 3 birds in a mixed flock in the Lingmethang area; often a shy and 
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skulking bird. 

Brown(ish)-flanked Bush Warbler   Horomis fortipes 

Seen on just a single day in the Morong area in the early morning. 

Chestnut-headed Tesia    Cettia castaneocoronata 

A single bird was seen in thickets along the roads below Yongkola.  

 

Bushtits  Aegithalidae 
Black-throated Bushtit (Tit)   Aegithalos concinnus 

We had a few looks at this great little bird in small flocks on Korila and around the Lower 

Lingmethang road. 

Rufous-fronted Bushtit (Black-browed Tit) Aegithalos iouschistos 

Seen very well on the final day, when we had a flock of 40 birds on the lower section of Chelela.  
NOTE: IOC splits this species into three separate species; Rufous-fronted Bushtit A. iouschistos, Black-browed Bushtit A. 

bonvaloti and Burmese Bushtit A. sharpei whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Black-browed Bushtit A. 

iouschistos. 

 

Leaf warblers and allies  Phylloscopidae 
Dusky Warbler     Phylloscopus fuscatus 

A single bird was seen in a mixed flock near Lingmethang. 

Buff-barred Warbler    Phylloscopus pulcher 

Seen in good numbers in a mixed flock in the Morong area.  

Ashy-throated Warbler    Phylloscopus maculipennis 

Fairly common in low- to mid-altitude broad-leaved forest, for example around Trashiyangtse.  

Lemon(Pale)-rumped Warbler   Phylloscopus chloronotus 

This fairly common warbler was seen on 6 days of the tour in various forested areas – a fairly 

distinctive species as this genus goes. 

Hume's [Leaf] Warbler    Phylloscopus humei 

2 birds were seen well in the forest near Morong on our morning there.  

Greenish Warbler     Phylloscopus trochiloides 

A single bird was seen on our first full day in the country near Samdrup Jongkar. 
NOTE: IOC splits this species into two separate species; Greenish Warbler P. trochiloides and Two-barred Warbler P. 
plumbeitarsus whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Greenish Warbler P. trochiloides. 

Yellow-vented Warbler    Phylloscopus cantator 

This attractive lowland species was seen briefly in the Samdrup Jongkar area. 

Grey-hooded Warbler    Seicercus xanthoschistos 

Another attractive warbler that was quite common around the Trashiyangste area and the Lower 

Lingmethang road. 

Grey-cheeked Warbler    Seicercus poliogenys 

We encountered this attractive species on four days, with most along the Lower Lingmethang road. 

Chestnut-crowned Warbler    Seicercus castaniceps 

Another very attractive, minute warbler that was seen near Deothang and on the Lower Lingmethang 

road. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Striated Prinia     Prinia criniger 

A large prinia that was seen on 3 days around Trashiyangtse and near Lingmethang.  

Black-throated (Hill) Prinia    Prinia atrogularis 

2 birds were seen well but briefly along the Lower Lingmethang road. 
NOTE: IOC splits this species into two separate species; Black-throated Prinia P. atrogularis and Hill Prinia P. 
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superciliaris whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Hill Prinia P. atrogularis. 

Rufescent Prinia     Prinia rufescens 

A species that likes tall grass; seen near Samdrup Jongkar, Doksum and Lingmethang. 

Common Tailorbird     Orthotomus sutorius 

Best seen in forest edge below Yongkola and on the drive to Trashiyangtse. 

 

Babblers, Scimitar Babblers  Timaliidae 
Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus erythrogenys 

This large, loud and pleasantly common babbler was seen well on several occasions, including near 

Yongkola. 

Streak-breasted Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus ruficollis 

Excellent views were had of a few birds in mixed flocks, including near Morong. Usually quite shy and 

hard to see well.  

Coral-billed Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus ferruginosuss 

A very sought-after and tricky bird to see, although we enjoyed great views of relaxed birds in a mixed 

flock on the Lower Lingmethang Road. 

Slender-billed Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus superciliaris 

Another sought-after and sneaky species that was seen well in mixed flocks along the Lingmethang 

road on 2 different days.   

Rufous-throated Wren-Babbler   Spelaeornis caudatus 

This is a scarce and very localised, secretive babbler was seen well near Morong. Unexpected on this 

tour as they don’t call much in this season.  

Grey-throated Babbler    Stachyris nigriceps 

This secretive understory babbler was seen in a mixed flock in a forest patch on the road to 

Trashiyangtse. 

Rufous-fronted Babbler    Stachyris rufifrons 

2 birds showed well in bamboo thickets near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Rufous-capped Babbler    Stachyris ruficeps 

Seen on 4 consecutive days in mixed flocks along the Lingmethang road. 

Golden Babbler     Stachyris chrysaea 

This stunning babbler of forest undergrowth was seen well on numerous occasions throughout mid-

altitude broad-leaved forest. Our first sightings were in the Morong area. 

Pin-striped Tit-Babbler    Macronous gularis 

A group of 3 birds were seen well at low altitude near Samdrup Jongkar. 

 

Fulvettas, Ground Babblers  Pellorneidae 
Yellow-throated Fulvetta    Alcippe cinerea 

This is always a good species to find and we were treated to excellent views after leaving Morong and 

later along the Lower Lingmethang road. Usually in very fast-moving flocks  

Rufous-winged Fulvetta    Alcippe castaneceps 

Numerous at higher altitudes in summer, we picked up birds in mixed flocks on 4 days at lower 

altitudes during this time of year. 

Nepal Fulvetta     Alcippe nipalensis 

A large was was seen on the way to Trashiyangtse, with others showing later along the Lingmethang 

Road. 

 

Laughingthrushes  Leiothrichidae 
Jungle Babbler     Turdoides striata 
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Scarce in Bhutan, where we had a flock of around 7 birds cross the road near our lunch stop at 

Deothang. 

White-crested Laughingthrush   Garrulax leucolophus 

This extremely handsome bird was seen in small flocks around the Trashigang and Lingmethang areas. 

Spotted Laughingthrush    Garrulax ocellatus 

This very impressive laughingthrush was seen well but briefly on 2 occasions – near Morong and on 

Chelela.  

White-throated Laughingthrush   Garrulax albogularis 

The most commonly recorded laughingthrush on the tour. We encountered flocks on many occasions 

with the highest numbers being along the lower Lingmethang Road. 

Rufous-necked Laughingthrush   Garrulax caerulatus 

A great-looking bird! We located a superb flock during our drive to Yongkala.  

Grey-sided Laughingthrush    Garrulax caerulatus 

Another very skulky species which we had some luck with, first we found a flock of around 7 near the 

Bomdeling Wildlife Sanctuary and a then a single bird in a flock of White-throated laughingthrushes 

that showed very well!  

Striated Laughingthrush    Garrulax striatus 

This ubiquitous laughingthrush showed well on most days in Bhutan, a species of the mid- and upper-

strata of the forest.   

Bhutan (Streaked) Laughingthrush  Garrulax imbricatus 

This species was fairly commonly encountered in shrubby habitat on the tour.  
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Streaked Laughingthrush G. lineatus as Streaked Laughingthrush. 

Scaly Laughingthrush    Garrulax subunicolor 

Seen on 3 days! Another extremely shy laughingthrush, which was surprisingly relaxed at this time of 

year. All sightings in Thrumshingla National Park.  

Black-faced Laughingthrush   Garrulax affinis 

This high-altitude laughingthrush was seen well near Tiger’s Nest and on Thrumshingla and Chelela. 

Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush  Garrulax erythrocephalus 

Regular sightings were had throughout the tour; recorded on 9 separate days! 

Himalayan Cutia     Cutia nipalensis 

Another extremely desirable bird that is probably easiest seen in Bhutan and Burma, although it is 

always an elusive, unpredictable and nomadic species. We enjoyed views of small flocks on 3 days, 

with great views near our Morong base. 

Blue-winged Minla     Minla cyanouroptera 

Around 8 were seen well on the first morning in Bhutan near Deothang.  

Bar-throated (Chestnut-tailed) Minla  Minla strigula 

This is a fairly common species of higher altitudes in Bhutan, where we enjoyed some really great 

sightings, including on the last day on Chelela.  

Rusty-fronted Barwing    Actinodura egerton 

This large and striking flock species was recorded in broad-leaved forest on 7 days, including large 

numbers in Thrumshingla NP. 

Hoary-throated Barwing    Actinodura nipalensis 

This, the much less common of the 2 barwing species in Bhutan was seen fantastically well along the 

road below Sengor.  

Rufous Sibia      Heterophasia capistrata 

One of the most common species of Bhutanese forests and recorded most days. 

Long-tailed Sibia     Heterophasia picaoides 

This species is often hard to find in Bhutan, where we had very good scope views of a flock of 10 near 

Deothang, feeding on flowers. 
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Sylviid Babblers, Parrotbills, Myzornis  Sylviidae 
Fire-tailed Myzornis     Myzornis pyrrhoura 

This scarce and secretive species was seen against the light in a feeding flock on Korila. Unfortunately 

this sought-after bird did not stick around very long. 

Golden-breasted Fulvetta    Alcippe chrysotis 

This scarce and secretive bamboo dweller was seen once briefly on near Morong, before we had a good 

large flock of around 15 in the Namling area, where they showed incredibly well at close quarters. 

White-browed Fulvetta    Alcippe vinipectus 

Seen on 4 consecutive days of the tour, including good views near Tiger’s Nest monastery and on 

Chelela.  

Brown Parrotbill     Cholornis unicolor 

We were very lucky with this species on the last day on Chelela, where we had great views of around 

15 birds in a mixed flock.  

White-breasted(Rufous-headed) Parrotbill Psittiparus ruficeps 

A total of around 40 birds were estimated in 2 flocks on the Lower Lingmethang road, where they 

mixed with some other great species!  

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Striated Yuhina     Yuhina castaniceps 

This uncommon, low-elevation yuhina was seen quite well during a lunch stop below Yongkola.  

White-naped Yuhina     Yuhina bakeri 

Another scarce yuhina that was seen well on 3 days, in forest below Morong and around the Lower 

Lingmethang Road. 

Whiskered Yuhina     Yuhina flavicollis 

The most commonly encountered yuhina in Bhutan and a conspicuous member of mixed flocks. 

Stripe-throated Yuhina    Yuhina gularis 

This large yuhina with its erect crest was seen only on 1 day below Sengor in the forest.   

Rufous-vented Yuhina    Yuhina occipitalis 

Seen in Rhododendron forest near Namling and Sengor.  

Black-chinned Yuhina    Yuhina nigrimenta 

A flock was seen on a single day in secondary forest below Yongkola. 

Oriental White-eye     Zosterops palpebrosus 

Seen on 5 days during the tour, including good numbers below Yongkola and near Morong. 

 

Fairy-bluebirds  Irenidae 
Asian Fairy-bluebird    Irena puella 

A single bird was seen in flight only, in the low-lying forest near Samdrup Jongkar. 

 

Goldcrests, Kinglets  Regulidae 
Goldcrest      Regulus regulus 

We had a brief sighting of one bird on Thrumshingla and three more later on the Chelela road. 
NOTE: Clements splits this species into two separate species; Goldcrest R. regulus and Canary Islands Kinglet R. teneriffae 

whereas IOC only recognizes one species, Goldcrest R. regulus. 

 

Wrens  Troglodiiidae 
Eurasian Wren     Troglodytes troglodytes 

This bird was seen well on a few occasions at higher altitude on Thrumsingla. 
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Nuthatches  Sittidae 
Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch    Sitta cinnamoventris 

This lowland nuthatch was seen very well in some secondary forest below Yongkola. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Indian Nuthatch S. castanea and Burmese Nuthatch S. neglecta as Chestnut-bellied 

Nuthatch S. castanea. 

White-tailed Nuthatch    Sitta himalayensis 

The higher altitude nuthatch in Bhutan, we had numerous great sightings during the tour. 

 

Wallcreeper  Tichodromidae 
Wallcreeper      Tichodroma muraria 

We enjoyed wonderful views of this species along the rivers near Samdrup Jongkar and in the 

Bomdeling Wildlife Sanctuary.  

 

Treecreepers  Certhiidae 
Hodgson’s Treecreeper    Certhia hodgsoni 

Seen well on a few passes; Thrumshingla and Chelela, where they are seen in mixed flocks.  

Sikkim Treecreeper     Certhia discolor 

Singles were seen on a number of days, with most sightings in Thrumshingla. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Hill Myna     Gracula religiosa 

We enjoyed good views of a large flock in a flowering tree near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Great (White-vented) Myna    Acridotheres javanicus 

A few birds were seen right at the Samdrup Jongkar borderpost. 

Jungle Myna      Acridotheres fuscus 

This species was commonly seen in India. 

Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

This ubiquitous species was present in large numbers in India and in the Samdrup Jongkar area. 

Pied Myna (Asian Pied Starling)   Gracupica contra 

2 birds were seen on the first day during the drive through India. 

Chestnut-tailed Starling    Sturnia malabarica 

This is another bird of the lowlands that was seen in the Samdrup Jongkar area, where it was seen on 

both days. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Plain-backed Thrush    Zoothera mollissima 

Single birds were seen well on 2 days – on Korila and during our drive up to Sengor, near Namling.  

Long-tailed Thrush     Zoothera dixoni 

Seen along the roadside on 2 days in the Thrumshingla National Park.  

Scaly Thrush      Zoothera dauma 

2 birds gave us excellent views on the edges of a clearing near Namling.  

Long-billed Thrush     Zoothera monticola 

Very scarce in Bhutan – we had a single bird at a roadside stream in the Trashiyangtse area.  

White-collared Blackbird    Turdus albocinctus 

Common in a huge flock of thrushes after we had a few in the Sengor area. 

Black-throated Thrush    Turdus atrogularis 

3 birds were seen in non-breeding plumage on Chelela on the final day.  
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Red-throated Thrush    Turdus ruficollis 

One bird in partial breeding plumage was seen well in a mixed flock on Chelela.  

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Oriental Magpie-Robin    Copsychus saularis 

Seen a few times, including some great views along the Korongchu and near Yongkola. 

White-rumped Shama    Copsychus malabaricus 

Heard only along the road near Samdrup Jongkar.  

Rufous-bellied Niltava    Niltava sundara 

A single male was seen well on the outskirts of Trashiyangtse. 

Large Niltava      Niltava grandis 

We had good views of a female near Morong, before a male showed beautifully near Namling in 

Thrumshingla NP.  

Small Niltava      Niltava macgrigoriae 

A tiny version the previous species – it showed well near the road in the Lingmethang town area.   

Himalayan Bluetail     Tarsiger rufilatus 

Several individuals were seen along the road in Thrushingla NP. 

Golden Bush Robin     Tarsiger chrysaeus 

Heard only on Thrumshingla pass. 

Little Forktail     Enicurus scouleri 

This most diminutive of forktails was unusually common when we had 6 birds on the first morning in 

Bhutan around Samdrup Jongkar. Another one was seen later at a small bridge near Trashigang.  

Black-backed Forktail    Enicurus immaculatus 

At least 4 were seen well along a river near Samdrup Jongkar.   

Slaty-backed Forktail    Enicurus schistaceus 

Yet another lovely forktail that we saw around Samdrup Jongkar streams and also had near Trashigang 

and the town of Lingmethang. 

Spotted Forktail     Enicurus maculates 

This fabulous bird, the largest and most spectacular of Bhutan’s forktails, was seen on 4 days, 

including one at close range near Trasiyangtse.  

Blue Whistling Thrush    Myophonus caeruleus 

Perhaps Bhutan’s most conspicuous roadside bird, we recorded this bold, blue thrush in large numbers 

and almost daily. 

Slaty-backed Flycatcher    Ficedula tricolor 

2 males were seen along the roadside during our drive to Trashiyangtse. 

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher    Ficedula strophiata 

Fairly frequently encountered along the road during walks mainly in Thrumshingla NP. 

Little Pied Flycatcher    Ficedula westermanni 

One bird was seen well near Samdrup Jongkar on the first afternoon. 

Hodgson’s Redstart     Phoenicurus hodgsoni 

Seen on 7 days, where it was fairly common especially near rivers. Good views around the 

Trashiyangtse area. 

White-throated Redstart    Phoenicurus schisticeps 

Another attractive redstart that was seen well during our descent of Thrumshingla and on the last day 

near the top of Chelela. 

Blue-fronted Redstart    Phoenicurus frontalis 

This altitudinal migrant was seen well, with records on more than half of the days. 

Plumbeous [Water] Redstart   Phoenicurus fuliginosus 

A small and common bird along rivers and streams during the tour. 
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White-capped Redstart    Phoenicurus leucocephalus 

A great feature of Bhutanese rivers, this gorgeous species was encountered on streams and rivers on 10 

days of the tour. 

Blue Rock Thrush     Monticola solitarius 

This species is more common here in winter, where we recorded it on 5 days, including birds on the 

way to Trashiyangtse.  

Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush   Monticola rufiventris 

A fairly common and attractive species that we saw on many days in Bhutan.  

[Siberian] Stonechat     Saxicola maurus 

This widespread species was seen in India, near Samdrup Jongkar and and below Yongkola. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Canary Islands Stonechat S. dacotiae, European Stonechat S. rubicola & 

Stejneger’s Stonechat S. stejnegeri but does recognize the Canary Island Stonechat S. dacotiae split that IOC also 

recognizes. 

Grey Bush Chat     Saxicola ferrea 

Seen well on 5 days of the tour, mainly around Morong, Trashi Yangtse and below Yongkola. 

 

Dippers  Cinclidae 
Brown Dipper     Cinclus pallasii 

A magical bird that everyone always loves to see! Several encounters were had with this bird, which is 

clearly more abundant now than in the spring when birds move higher. Seen on 6 days. 

 

Leafbirds  Chloropseidae 
Golden-fronted Leafbird    Chloropsis aurifrons 

A single juvenile was seen well near our Morong campsite. 

Orange-bellied Leafbird    Chloropsis hardwickii 

This extremely colourful species was encountered fairly regularly all low- to mid-elevation sites in 

Bhutan, first views of numerous birds in forest near Morong. 

 

Flowerpeckers  Dicaeidae 
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker    Dicaeum ignipectus 

Numerous sightings were had of this canopy-dweller throughout much of the tour. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird    Chalcoparia singalensis 

Very scarce in Bhutan – we had a single male on the morning we birded near Samdrup Jongkar. 

Green-tailed Sunbird    Aethopyga nipalensis 

By far the most commonly encountered sunbird during our time in Bhutan, mostly above 2000m.  

Black-throated Sunbird    Aethopyga saturata 

Seen well at low altitude zones near Samdrup Jongkar and near Lingmethang. 

(Eastern) Crimson Sunbird    Aethopyga siparaja 

We found this exquisite sunbird around Samdrup Jongkar and in the low-lying forest near the town of 

Lingmethang. 

Streaked Spiderhunter    Arachnothera magna 

We enjoyed regular sightings of this attractive species in the lowland areas of Samdrup Jongkhar and 

Lingmethang.  

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches  Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 



Trip Report - RBT Budget Bhutan 2015 

 

 
 

24 

This widespread species was seen on the first day. 

Russet Sparrow     Passer rutilans 

One was seen near Morong, before we had larger numbers later around Bumthang. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow    Passer montanus 

Another widespread Asian species that was seen in good numbers throughout Bhutan’s lowlands. 

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies  Estrildidae 
White-rumped Munia    Lonchura striata 

A flock of around 5 was seen in forest edge near Yonkola. 

Scaly-breasted Munia (Nutmeg Mannikin)    Lonchura punctulata 

Another small see-eating species that was seen in a small flock in the Lingmethang area.  

 

Accentors  Prunellidae 
Alpine Accentor     Prunella collaris 

We had great views of some of the 8 birds we recorded as we headed down Thrumshingla towards Ura.  

Rufous-breasted Accentor    Prunella strophiata 

This, the most regularly encountered of Bhutan’s accentors was seen mainly on the grassy edges of 

clearings in the Sengor area. 

Maroon-backed Accentor    Prunella immaculata 

A very sought-after species that was seen feeding along the roadside on the drive to Trashigang, where 

we had good views after they flushed into the forest edge. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Citrine Wagtail     Motacilla citreola 

Recorded in India on the first day. 

White Wagtail     Motacilla alba 

This species was recorded on 5 days of the tour, mainly around the rivers in the Trashiyangtse and the 

Bumthang/Jakar areas. 

Olive-backed Pipit     Anthus hodgsoni 

Encountered almost daily throughout the whole tour, often in good numbers.  

Rosy Pipit      Anthus roseatus 

2 birds were seen well along the Parochu River during a walk on the final afternoon.  

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
White-winged Grosbeak    Mycerobas carnipes 

Around 50 of these birds were seen, some very well on Chelela on the final full day. 

Red-headed Bullfinch    Pyrrhula erythrocephala 

At least 3 of these stunning birds were seen at very close range along Korila. 

Gold[en]-naped Finch    Pyrrhoplectes epauletta 

This usually low-density and unpredictable species was seen very well, when we scoped 2 males on 

Kori La in a fantastic mixed species flock. 

Dark-breasted Rosefinch    Procarduelis nipalensis 

A single bird was seen fairly briefly in flowering Rhododendron near the town of Namling.  

Plain Mountain Finch    Leucosticte nemoricola 

A distant flock was seen above Sengor, while we had much better views on the following day as we 

headed down towards Jakar.  

[Himalayan] Beautiful Rosefinch   Carpodacus pulcherrimus 

We enjoyed views of about 9 of these birds in thickets in the Ura valley.  
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NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Chinese Beautiful Rosefinch C. davidianus as Beautiful Rosefinch C. pulcherrimus 

Dark-rumped Rosefinch    Carpodacus edwardsii 

We had male and female bird on consecutive days in the Sengor area, where the male was extremely 

relaxed and allowed for an unusually close approach.  

[Himalayan] White-browed Rosefinch  Carpodacus thura 

A gorgeous rosefinch that was seen well on this trip on Chele La on the last full day in Bhutan.  
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Chinese White-browed Rosefinch C. dubius as White-browed Rosefinch C. thura 

Crimson-browed Finch    Pinicola subhimachalus 

Two males and 4 females were seen during our drive towards Sengr, where they showed very well!    

Yellow-breasted Greenfinch   Carduelis spinoides 

Seen on just a single day, when we had a good-sized flock on the lower reaches of the Korila pass area.  

Red Crossbill      Loxia curvirostra 

We first saw 5 birds in the Sengor area, before we had another 20 on the day on Chelela. 

 

Buntings, New World Sparrows & Allies  Emberizidae 
Little Bunting     Emberiza puscilla 

We enjoyed some good views of this species in harvested fields around Trashiyangtse.  

 

 

ANNOTATED LIST OF MAMMALS (12 Species) 
 

Large-eared Pika     Ochotona macrotis 

These small lagomorphs were seen on Thrushingla and Chelela. 

Leopard Cat      Prionailurus bengalensis 

Pre-dawn on the drive from Trashiyangtse had one of these run across the road. 

Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel   Petaurista magnificus 

This rare, attractive and extremely localized mammal was seen very well at a dayroost on the Lower 

Lingmethang road!  

Black Giant Squirrel     Ratufa bicolor 

Wonderful views were on the first full day in Bhutan, where we recorded 3 animals between Samdrup 

Jongkar and Deothang. 

Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel  Dremomys lokriah 

Seen near Morong and along the Lower Lingmethang Road. 

Irawaddy Squirrel     Callosciurus pygerythus  

Singles were seen on 4 days, including along Korila and on either side of Yongkola. 

Himalayan Striped Squirrel    Tamiops mcclellandii 

This tiny and extremely lively critter was easily the most commonly encountered in Bhutan. 

Yellow-throated Marten    Martes flavigula 

Single animals were seen along the road near Namling and again at a river near Ura. 

Capped Langur     Trachypithecus pileatus 

Small troops of these playful monkeys were seen near Samdrup Jongkar, Trashiyangtse and around the 

Yongkola area. 

Rhesus Macaque     Macaca mulatta 

Seen well on 3 days on the eastof the country. 

Assam Macaque     Macaca asamensis 

We encountered a group of around a dozen of these as we wer heading towards Korila. 

Southern Red Muntjac (Barking Deer)   Muntiacus muntjak 

Their very loud bark was heard on many occasions around the Lingmethang road, where some 

participants also managed to see 2 animals. 
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