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Top 10 Birds for Bhutan as voted by tour participants: 
 

1. Satyr Tragopan  

2. White-bellied Heron  

3. Himalayan Monal  

4. Himalayan Owl 

5. Wallcreeper  

6. Spotted Elachura 

7. Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird 

8. Spotted Laughingthrush 

9. Ibisbill & Fire-capped Tit 

10. Kalij Pheasant 
 

 
Honourable mentions: Ward’s Trogon, Black-headed Shrike-babbler, Himalayan Cutia, Rufous-necked 

Hornbill, Blood Pheasant & Chestnut-breasted Partridge 

 

Tour Summary: 
 

Bhutan is a unique country tucked away in the eastern Himalayas, bordered by Tibet in the north and 

India in the south, east and west. It has remained isolated for so long and this, coupled with the 

Bhutanese beliefs, values and way of life, has attributed to the staggering amount of pristine forest that 

still blankets most of the country, and which in 

turn provides some of the best birding in the 

entire Himalayan mountain range. Spectacular 

Himalayan forest and mountain scenery, 

magnificent dzong fortress monasteries, 

mountainsides blanketed with flowering 

rhododendrons and magnolias, and mountain 

passes adorned with prayer flags are a constant 

feature of this otherworldly country. Bhutan is 

still a remote and relatively little-visited nation 

and remains a fabulous birding destination that 

offers one of the best (and in some instances 

only) chances of seeing many of the Himalayas’ 

most tantalizing and beautiful birds. 

 

Our three week tour of this fascinating country 

turned up a staggering list of mouth-watering 

birds and mammals and some of the many 

highlights included sensational views of Satyr 

Tragopan (3 males and 4 females in total!), 

Himalayan Monal, Blood Pheasant, critically 

endangered White-bellied Heron, a total of 10 

Ibisbill, spectacular Ward's Trogon, Rufous-

necked Hornbill, Himalayan Cutia, scarce and 

aptly-named Beautiful Nuthatch, an almost 

unprecedented 5 Fire-tailed Myzornis, near-

mythical Chestnut-breasted Partridge, 

Himalayan Owl, Black-headed Shrike-babbler, 

Fire-capped Tit, Broad-billed Warbler, every 

single possible laughingthrush including Blue-

winged, Scaly, Grey-sided and Spotted 

Laughingthrushes, extremely rare and localized 

Wallcreeper 

Golden-throated Barbet 
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Dark-rumped Swift, a staggering 6 out of 7 possible 

parrotbills (Great, Brown, White-breasted, Pale-billed, 

Black-throated and Grey-headed), monotypic Spotted 

Elachura and exquisite Golden-naped Finch, to name just 

a few! Of course mammals were a feature too and 

noteworthy sightings included the rarely seen Oriental 

Small-clawed Otter, Yellow-throated Marten, Golden 

Langur and Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel. Here is the 

account of our simply mind-blowing and awe-inspiring 

experience…  

 

After a terrific time in the north-east Indian national 

Parks of Kaziranga and Nameri, we bid farewell to our 

friendly hosts and began our Bhutan birding adventure. 

The contrast between Bhutan and India is remarkable in 

appearance and geography. Bhutan rises up starkly from 

the Indian plains and outlines the beginning of the mighty 

Himalayan mountain range. With its prowess, grandeur, 

seemingly endless forests, unrivaled birding and scenery, 

as well as tales of Yetis and Tibetan Madmonks, it is the 

idyllic destination for any naturalist and adventurer. We 

crept through the sleepy Bhutanese border late in the 

afternoon after a long day’s driving and were all keen to 

reach our hotel at the edge of the border town of Samdrup Jonkhar for a well-deserved night’s rest, to 

reenergize for the next day’s exciting birding in the foothill forest above town. 

 

The road from Samdrup Jonkhar to Deothang winds up the Himalayan foothills through almost-

continuous evergreen hill-forest where several species can be found that occur nowhere else in Bhutan. 

Star birds that showed well included the boldly-patterned Black-backed Forktail, a superb male Pin-

tailed Green Pigeon, the rare and 

localized Dark-rumped Swift, 

brilliant Black-throated and 

Crimson Sunbirds, electric blue-

and-black Asian Fairy-bluebird, a 

pair of impressive Great Hornbills 

that flew overhead in an incredible 

display of beauty and power, and a 

surprise Wallcreeper, which is 

always a delight to see and was 

voted as one of the top birds of the 

trip! We also managed to obtain 

views of Little Spiderhunter, a rare 

bird in Bhutan, as well as Grey-

headed Woodpecker, Black-

crested, White-throated, Striated 

and Ashy Bulbuls, Pin-striped Tit-

Babbler, bright-blue Black-naped Monarch, euphonious White-rumped Shama, sensational Orange-

bellied Leafbird, common but delightful White-capped Redstart and the secretive Common Green 

Magpie. 

Prayer Flag Scenery 

Grey-headed Woodpecker 
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In the afternoon we climbed our way out of the 

lowlands and wound our way past Deothang and up 

towards Morong, where we spent the afternoon birding 

along the road at the edge of the moss-draped, broad-

leaved evergreen forest below our campsite. Typical 

Bhutanese birds that entertained us this afternoon 

included the regal Mountain Hawk-Eagle and stately 

Black Eagle, Crested Goshawk, impressive and range-

restricted Rufous-necked Hornbill, Bay Woodpecker, 

gorgeous Black-faced Warbler, striking Black-throated 

Bushtit, our first of many Buff-barred, Blyth’s Leaf 

and Grey-hooded Warblers, Grey-headed Canary-

flycatcher and Green-backed Tit of the trip, near-

endemic Bhutan Laughingthrush, Little Pied 

Flycatcher, parties of White-naped and Whiskered 

Yuhinas, Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike and Blue-

winged Minla, the gregarious, scarce and nomadic 

Spot-winged Grosbeak, Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch, 

Spotted Forktail, busy flocks of Yellow-throated 

Fulvetta and Golden-throated and Great Barbets, 

whose ringing calls were a constant but delightful 

feature of Bhutan’s mid-altitude forests. In the late 

afternoon we drove the final stretch of road to our first 

of several glorious campsites of the trip.   

 

Our full day in the Morong area yielded many brilliant Bhutanese birds. Highlights were numerous and 

included the iridescent Asian Emerald Cuckoo, Mountain Imperial Pigeon, flocks of Blyth’s Swift, 

Himalayan Swiftlet and White-throated Needletail, stunning Grey-chinned and Short-billed Minivets, 

lively White-throated Fantail, Yellow-cheeked Tit, Streak-breasted Scimitar Babbler, Grey-throated 

and Golden Babblers, an unusually showy pair of Blue-winged Laughingthrush, flocks of Rusty-

fronted Barwing that were attended on one occasion by a few White-breasted Parrotbills, Long-tailed 

Sibia, another Wallcreeper that performed brilliantly at close range, a pair of scarce and unpredictable 

Golden-naped Finch, and a mind-blowing 

mixed warbler flock that held eight species of 

warbler with highlights being Green-crowned, 

Whistler’s and Grey-cheeked. We also managed 

to coax out a singing Scaly-breasted Wren-

babbler for all to admire, while a flowering tree 

right next to the road harbored five Fire-tailed 

Sunbirds, a flock of Black-chinned Yuhina and 

many beautiful Rufous Sibia. This was certainly 

birding at its best and a mere taste of things to 

come! 

 

Early the next morning saw us back down the 

road below our campsite for one last birding 

stint before the long drive north to Trashigang. 

We managed to achieve better views of Scarlet 

Rufous-necked Hornbill 

Scaly-breasted Wren-babbler 
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Finch and also found a Mountain Bulbul, the 

gorgeous and spritely Yellow-bellied Fantail, 

vociferous but skulking Brown-flanked Bush 

Warbler, a flock of Grey-winged Blackbirds 

and a responsive Rufous-chinned 

Laughingthrush that showed nicely.  

 

En route to Trashigang we stopped briefly at 

Narphung La for photographic opportunities 

and here we also enjoyed good views of Grey 

Bush Chat, Russet Sparrow and a flock of 

Yellow-breasted Greenfinch. Another short 

stop was had a little further on in a tiny, rural 

village where open markets filled with the local 

produce of dried and fresh chilies, fresh fruit 

and vegetables, yak cheese and other goodies 

adorned the roadsides. It was fascinating seeing a traditional Bhutanese village in full swing and the 

stop also offered us excellent cultural photographic opportunities. After a fairly lengthy drive we made 

our ritualistic mid-morning tea, coffee and cookies stop alongside the road in some beautiful, moss-

draped higher altitude forest. The birding here was good and gave us our first sightings of such epic 

birds as Bar-throated Minla, superb Golden-breasted Fulvetta, Striated and Chestnut-crowned 

Laughingthrushes, Stripe-throated and Rufous-vented Yuhinas, Himalayan Bluetail and the sensational 

Green-tailed Sunbird. 

 

In the late morning we crossed the area of road-works and carried on to our lunch spot in the town of 

Khaling. Thereafter our Yellow-rumped Honeyguide site awaited us and we were fortunate to find this 

desirable species almost immediately after exiting the bus. Our timing couldn’t have been better as the 

first large drops of rain began pelting us soon after the bird was found and scoped. Our expert driver, 

Tenzin did a fine job of traversing the next section of road as we crossed over Yongphu La in a 

torrential downpour that eventually turned into sheets of driving hail, turning the road and surrounds a 

brilliant white as if a snow storm had hit the area. The storm finally abated somewhat as we neared 

Trashigang and in the steady but lighter rain and fading light we checked into our new and very 

comfortable hotel at the edge of town. Some folks embarked on a short trip into Trashigang town to 

admire the impressive Dzong at close range and 

also managed to gain some insight into the 

everyday life of the Bhutanese in this thriving 

little town in the north-eastern corner of the 

country. 

 

From Trashigang we continued our journey 

west, picking up new and exciting species such 

as Striated Prinia, handsome Crested Bunting, 

Himalayan Bulbul with its funky hairdo, Brown 

Dipper, Hodgson’s and Plumbeous Water 

Redstarts, Common Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, 

Long-tailed, Grey-backed and Brown Shrikes 

and yet another Wallcreeper in flight as we 

neared the high pass of Kori La. The mid to late 

morning was spent working the east side of the 

Golden-naped Finch 

Bar-throated Minla 
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pass where we found a couple of mixed flocks that turned 

up the immaculate Black-eared Shrike-Babbler, Yellow-

browed Tit, well-colored Ashy-throated Warbler, Rufous-

capped Babbler, White-tailed Nuthatch and the scarce and 

recently-split Sikkim Treecreeper. 

 

After another delicious, camp-cooked lunch at the top of 

the lofty Kori La we eased our way down the west side of 

the pass, through the town of Mongar and wound our way 

even lower to the small hamlet of Trashigang where we 

spent the remainder of the afternoon. Here we managed to 

find and obtain excellent views of many prized species 

including the relatively scarce and altitude-specific 

Yellow-vented Warbler, Grey Treepie, Rusty-cheeked 

Scimitar Babbler, Black-tailed Crake and an active but 

showy flock of flamboyant White-crested 

Laughingthrush. We also managed to obtain distant views 

of Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo and an incessant 

Himalayan Cuckoo in the very late afternoon. After 

another wonderfully scenic and bird-filled day we arrived 

at our perfectly situated campsite above the town of 

Yongkola in the late afternoon and settled in for the next 

three nights along the lower stretch of the highly-

acclaimed and bird-rich Lingmethang Road. 

 

Our time along the legendary Lingmethang Road 

produced some of the most riveting birding of the trip! Highlights were numerous and consisted of 

many of the Himalayas most prized birds. Our laughingthrush sightings this trip were particularly good 

and memorable and the verdant, mid-altitude forests above Yongkola yielded many of Bhutan’s rare 

and hard-to-see laughingthrushes such as Grey-sided, Blue-winged, Rufous-chinned and Scaly 

Laughingthrushes, as well as the shy Red-faced Liocichla. Sensational! All of these species, as well as 

more common and easily seen laughingthrushes like White-throated, Striated, Bhutan and Chestnut-

crowned showed extremely well during our 

time in this area. We were also treated to 

many other amazing encounters during our 

birding above Yongkola. Bamboo specialists 

including White-breasted Parrotbill, Broad-

billed Warbler, Golden-breasted Fulvetta and 

White-gorgeted Flycatcher were found 

creeping about the bamboo understory, while 

flock species were also well represented with 

highlights including nesting Crimson-

breasted Woodpecker, Blyth’s Shrike-

babbler, sneaky Mountain Tailorbird, Nepal 

and Yellow-throated Fulvettas and the 

exquisite Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird. Rufous-

throated Wren-babblers were heard calling on 

several occasions and one individual was 

lured into view in a densely vegetated gully. 

Yellow-billed Blue Magpie 

Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird 



Trip Report - RBT Bhutan I 2015 

 

 
 

7 

We also bumped into a Collared Owlet that was sitting 

motionless in the dense forest undergrowth and was being 

mobbed by warblers and fulvettas, while a Grey-sided Bush 

Warbler also popped up for a moment at the edge of the 

road. We managed to obtain several good sightings of the 

easily overlooked Pygmy Flycatcher and also enjoyed 

fabulous views of the stunning and rare Sapphire Flycatcher, 

the intense, deep blue Large Niltava, a massive flock of 

around thirty Red-billed Leiothrix, a flock of around fifteen 

scarce and highly nomadic Speckled Wood Pigeons and 

further, excellent looks at Rufous-necked Hornbills. One 

afternoon we encountered a mouth-watering mixed species 

flock that harbored a handsome Lesser Yellownape, a pair 

of magnificent Sultan Tit and two seriously world-class 

species: Himalayan Cutia and Beautiful Nuthatch, the latter 

species almost being unknown from this part of the country. 

We were utterly blown away by this encounter and were 

treated to the most amazing and prolonged views of this 

mega-bird! On our last afternoon we chased after a singing 

Spotted Elachura that gave us a serious run-around and 

really played hard-to-get, but we eventually managed some 

kind of a view of this now-monotypic species for our efforts. Another major highlight was finding a 

pair of the extremely rare, localized and near-mythical Chestnut-breasted Partridge that was initially 

heard scratching around in the leaf-litter that cladded a ravine off the road edge. Upon further 

investigation of the scratching noise it was evident that the sound was coming from some kind of 

partridge and when the shapes emerged from the darkness they proved to be a pair of Chestnut-breasted 

Partridge, showing all their diagnostic features. An incredibly lucky sighting indeed! 

 

At night we were treated to excellent flight views of Grey Nightjar over our campsite and we also heard 

the unmistakable calls of Hodgson’s Frogmouth on both sides of the road. Unfortunately we were 

unable to obtain a view of this difficult species though despite our best efforts on two consecutive 

nights. It was still a real thrill to hear this bird nevertheless, which is only known in Bhutan from a 

handful of records. We also embarked on a night drive one night, which proved quite productive as it 

produced fabulous views of the rarely seen 

Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel, as well as two 

unidentified Giant Flying Squirrels that were 

similar looking to Hodgson’s but a little larger, 

lighter red in color and with large, bright white 

tail tips instead of black tail tips. These 

squirrels are still a mystery despite extensive 

internet searching, wading through mammal 

field guides and contacting several Bhutanese 

experts. 

 

Alas it was time to bid farewell to Yongkola 

and begin our journey higher up and further 

west towards the tiny, highland village of 

Sengor where our next two nights awaited us. 

Today proved to be one of the most incredible 

Slender-billed Scimitar Babbler 

Female Ward’s Trogon 
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days of the entire trip with 

some of the tour’s rarest and 

most desired birds showing 

fantastically well. It all began 

early in the morning with a 

phenomenally showy flock of 

Scaly Laughingthrush. Soon 

thereafter we were admiring a 

pair of vocal Slender-billed 

Scimitar Babbler, followed by 

an extremely territorial, 

singing Black-headed Shrike-

babbler, a pair of White-

spectacled Warbler amongst a 

mixed understory flock, brief 

views of a family group of 

Satyr Tragopan and, to round 

off an absolutely sensational 

morning, a female Ward’s 

Trogon that actually came too 

close for comfort on one 

occasion!  The remainder of the morning was good but could not compare with the pre-tea session. We 

did however manage to find several flocks of Rufous-winged and White-browed Fulvettas, as well as a 

few Rufous-gorgeted Flycatchers before lunch. 

 

After lunch we carried on up to our campsite below Sengor. We made a few short birding stops along 

the way between intermittent drizzle and these gave us excellent views of Stripe-throated and Rufous-

vented Yuhina as well as Green-tailed and Mrs. Gould’s Sunbirds, Spotted Nutcracker, White-collared 

Blackbird, Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush and Coal Tit. One of the most memorable sightings of the 

entire trip came this afternoon when we rounded a corner and there, right in front of us, at the edge of 

the road, was a gorgeous male Satyr Tragopan in all his glory and refinery. We immediately thought 

that he’d run a mile as soon as we stopped but, instead, he carried on feeding completely unperturbed. 

He then even wandered closer towards us, offering unbeatable views of this spectacular pheasant. 

Eventually we had all climbed out of the 

vehicle and some of us even edged our way 

closer until we were eventually so close we 

could almost reach out and touch it! Absolutely 

mind-blowing! We saw several more male and 

female tragopans after that but this was 

certainly one of those very special, rare and 

once-in-a-lifetime sightings of this usually shy 

and skittish species! 

 

In the late afternoon the rain set in and we 

called it a day – a sensational one at that – and 

headed for our camp where hot chocolate, tea, 

coffee, dragon-warmers and another 

scrumptious field dinner awaited us.  

 

Snow Pigeons 

Fire-tailed Myzornis 
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The next morning we departed early 

after breakfast for our morning’s 

outing up Thrumsing La, which rises 

up above Sengor village. A short stop 

at the edge of town proved 

particularly productive and yielded a 

wonderful flock of good-looking 

Snow Pigeons, while Red-billed 

Chough perched up on the buildings 

and called in flight overhead. Oriental 

Skylarks sang in buoyant display 

flight and a flock of about a dozen 

Altai Accentors were located feeding 

in the fields, a major surprise and 

bonus bird! A flock of Plain Mountain 

Finch then flew overhead and landed 

nearby but concealed in some longer grass. A female Himalayan White-browed Rosefinch was also 

picked out among several Common Rosefinches. After some great and rather unexpected early morning  

birding we departed Sengor and carried on up the pass, picking up a pair of beautiful Blood Pheasant 

along the way, as well as two very attractive Red-headed Bullfinches feeding right in the middle of the 

road. We then came to a grinding halt after seeing a female White-throated Redstart, which 

unfortunately did not reappear, but this led to us obtaining excellent views of a pair of White-browed 

Bush Robin and our first of many Hodgson’s Treecreeper for the day. Higher up the pass we heard the 

loud, ringing calls of Spotted Laughingthrush and a pair of these fine birds was coaxed out for 

exceptional views. A really smart bird indeed and not surprisingly voted as one of the top birds of the 

tour! After mid-morning tea we moseyed further down the road in the crisp mountain air through the 

beautiful, verdant, coniferous forest and were treated to yet another mega-tick in the form of a pair of 

scarce and unobtrusive Great Parrotbills that showed extremely well. To round off another cracking 

morning’s birding in the Bhutanese highlands we encountered a mammoth mixed flock, which held 

plenty of Rufous-vented, Grey Crested and Coal Tits, the attractive and tiny Rufous-fronted Bushtit, 

more Hodgson’s Treecreepers and the absolute cherry on top, a group of four splendid, rare and highly 

elusive Fire-tailed Myzornis!   

 

Our final afternoon in the Sengor area was spent 

in the wonderful, mixed broad-leaved, 

coniferous and bamboo forest below the camp. 

Here we added the extremely altitude and range-

restricted Bar-winged Wren-Babbler, which 

popped up in the open on several occasions 

affording us superb views of this rarity. Floppy 

and eye-catching groups of Yellow-billed Blue 

Magpie also entertained us along with flocks of 

Black-faced Laughingthrush. Several pairs and 

small groups of showy Hoary-throated Barwing 

were also fondly encountered as were mixed 

flocks containing Fire-tailed, Green-tailed and 

glittering Mrs. Gould’s Sunbirds, Green Shrike-

babbler and more Coal and Grey Crested Tits, 

Stripe-throated and Rufous-vented Yuhinas and Hoary-throated Barwing 

Typical Bhutanese Mountain Scenery 
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heaps of phyloscopus warblers, 

consisting of mostly Lemon-

rumped, Buff-barred, Ashy-

throated and Blyth’s Leaf 

Warblers. 

 

After a triumphant few days along 

the Lingmethang Road it was time 

to continue our journey towards the 

center of the country. Another 

quick stop at the edge of Sengor 

gave us fabulous views of Rufous-

breasted Accentor, a fleeting Slaty-

blue Flycatcher, close Common 

Rosefinches and another classy 

Fire-tailed Myzornis. Our drive up 

over Thrumsing La yielded more 

looks at Blood Pheasant and, after another “Haggelo!” at the top of the pass, we dropped down rather 

quickly through Thrumsing La’s icy forests. At a small, crystal clear river in the valley we found 

another Goldcrest, which hung around a little longer than the previous individuals had done, and a 

Eurasian Woodcock was surprisingly heard calling but unfortunately would not show itself. Continuing 

towards Ura we enjoyed close, eye-level flight views of a Himalayan Buzzard and, after lunch, we 

stopped for a short walk through Ura town where we added the localized Himalayan Beautiful 

Rosefinch as well as large numbers of Eurasian Magpie. The high pass of Shurtong La then followed 

and here we were delighted to encounter both White-winged and Collared Grosbeaks. After a fairly 

long drive we finally arrived at our destination, the town of Jakar nestled in the wide, high-lying 

Bumthang Valley. However, we had one last “bird date” 

before checking into our warm and comfortable hotel 

and that was with the bizarre and much desired Ibisbill, 

which was conveniently located almost immediately 

after we exited the bus and paraded around the edge of 

the frigid, boulder-strewn Bumthang Chu. This evening 

we again heard the calls of the rarely seen and little 

known Himalayan Owl as we did at Sengor, but 

unfortunately the rain put a dampener on trying to see 

this elusive species. 

 

Our search the next morning for Brown Parrotbill proved 

particularly successful as not only did we obtain 

wonderful views of the parrotbills, but we also found 

another flock of Himalayan Beautiful Rosefinch. 

However, the star bird of the morning was undoubtedly a 

Himalayan Owl that was expertly spotted by our driver, 

Tenzin. We were able to enjoy walk-away scope views 

of this gorgeous owl roosting in an open, spindly tree, 

trying to dry itself after the previous night’s rain. What a 

sighting – thank you once again Tenzin!! After another 

fabulous start to the day we departed Jakar for the town 

of Trongsa but we did make several stops along the way Gee’s Golden Langur 

Bhutanese Artwork 



Trip Report - RBT Bhutan I 2015 

 

 
 

11 

before reaching our destination. Our first stop was a 

short one at an area of shallowly flooded grassland at 

the edge of Jakar where we found large numbers of 

Rosy Pipit as well as a surprise Buff-bellied Pipit 

sporting full nuptials! Thereafter a short shopping stop 

in the town of Chumey was well received and from 

there we wound our way up to the top of the snow-

covered Yutong La, from where we embarked on some 

pre-lunch birding on the western side of the pass. We 

had a good birding session here and managed to find 

our only Dark-rumped Rosefinch and Rusty-flanked 

Treecreeper of the trip. We also enjoyed repeat 

sightings of already-seen species such as Spotted 

Nutcracker, Black-faced Laughingthrush, Whistler’s 

Warbler, Red-headed Bullfinch and Nepal House 

Martin amongst many other species. 

 

In the early afternoon we paid a visit to the impressive 

Trongsa Dzong that dominates the scenery above the 

Mangde Chu Valley. Here we found an attractive male 

Blue Rock Thrush and, after enjoying our dzong tour, 

we were rewarded with a lovely sighting of an adult 

Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle soaring low overhead. The 

remainder of the day was spent birding an area of broad-leaved forest, secondary growth and thickets 

near the edge of town and here we were delighted to achieve superb views of Spotted Elachura along 

with troops of Gee’s Golden Langur. 

 

The lowlands around Tingtibi, situated near the edge of the Royal Manas National Park, beckoned and 

it was with great excitement and expectation that we left Trongsa for our final two nights camping in 

this bird-rich area. This region has significant interest for birders visiting Bhutan as there are several 

delightful species that can only be found in the vast low to mid-altitude forests of the lower Zhemgang 

Road. The drive to Tingtibi produced noteworthy species including Yellow-rumped Honeyguide, Little 

Forktail, Striated Prinia, Blue-bearded Bee-eater, quirky Eurasian Hoopoe, colorful Blue-throated 

Barbet and Blue-capped Rock Thrush. A loose, family herd of Himalayan Goral, a type of mountain 

goat, was also spotted on a steep, grassy slope 

along the drive. As we neared Tingtibi we made a 

few stops in the good-looking, lower altitude, 

broad-leaved hill-forest near Tingtibi, which gave 

us specialties in the form of White-browed 

Scimitar Babbler, Lesser Necklaced and Rufous-

necked Laughingthrushes, Common Emerald 

Dove, a pair of Red Junglefowl, Nepal Fulvetta, 

Silver-eared Mesia and Blue-throated Blue 

Flycatcher in the late afternoon. 

 

Our full day in the lowlands around Tingtibi 

yielded most of our targets as well as many 

species that had already been encountered on the 

Assam Extension or above Samdrup Jongkhar, but Silver-eared Mesia 

Rufous-necked Laughingthrush 
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were still good quality birds and worth 

mentioning. Already seen but much-desired 

species included Large Woodshrike, Maroon 

Oriole, Lesser Racket-tailed and Hair-crested 

Drongos, Sultan Tit, Pin-tailed Green Pigeon, 

White-throated, Mountain and Ashy Bulbuls, 

Grey-capped Pygmy and Fulvous-breasted 

Woodpeckers, White-breasted Parrotbill, Green-

billed Malkoha and Yellow-vented Warbler, 

while the new and exciting lowland and bamboo 

specialties were Yellow-bellied and Rufous-

faced Warblers, rarely-seen White-hooded 

Babbler and the scarce Pale-billed Parrotbill. 

Our afternoon spent above Tingtibi was rather 

quiet bird-wise but we did still manage to find 

some noteworthy species including a pair of 

Slaty-backed Forktail, a family group of very pretty Long-tailed Broadbill, large flocks of Black-

chinned and Striated Yuhina, a single White-bellied Erpornis and a White-tailed Robin that showed 

very close and well but all too briefly. 

 

We left Tingtibi with a feeling of success and had some time to bird the broad-leaved forest below 

Zhemgang. Our birding stops this morning produced more sought-after avian gems including a pair of 

Red-headed Trogon, Black-winged Cuckooshrike, a surprise flock of the very low-density Grey-headed 

Parrotbill and a mid-morning mixed flock that held Large-billed Leaf Warbler and Red-tailed, Blue-

winged and Bar-throated Minlas among many other more commonly seen species. The remainder of 

the day essentially consisted of traveling to our destination, except for a much unexpected Hodgson’s 

Giant Flying Squirrel roosting on a large, open limb for us to admire. We arrived in Trongsa in the late 

afternoon where we settled into our now-familiar hotel at the edge of this picturesque town to enjoy 

some creature comforts after two nights of camping in the lowlands. 

 

Leaving Trongsa for the western side of the country we stopped abruptly on the way to our scheduled 

birding stop for some singing Russet Bush Warblers, which showed well after a fairly lengthy effort. A 

female Hen Harrier also flew lazily by, which was a lovely surprise! At our scheduled stop we 

encountered a wonderful flock of around thirty 

Tibetan Serins, a nomadic and extremely 

unpredictable little finch. Here we also enjoyed 

further, very close views of a flock of 

immaculate Golden-breasted Fulvetta as well as 

several Long-tailed Minivets, Black-throated 

Bushtit and Golden and Rufous-capped 

Babblers. Several Himalayan Vultures were 

encountered soaring overhead en route to Pele 

La and, in the late afternoon, we arrived at our 

hotel at the edge of Wangdue Podrang, the 

perfect base from where to explore the river 

valleys above Punakha. A quick scan along the 

Punatsang Chu in front of our hotel yielded 

several species of waterfowl, many of which are 

infrequently seen in Bhutan such as Ruddy Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel 

Blue-capped Rock Thrush 
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Shelduck, Gadwall, Eurasian Wigeon, 

Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail and 

Common Merganser. River Lapwing and 

Crested Kingfisher were also noticed hunting 

up and down the crisp, clear river and a late 

afternoon drive up the Po Chu revealed more 

Ibisbill, Brown Dippers and even more unusual 

ducks that included Bar-headed Goose, 

Mandarin Duck (a very rare vagrant to 

Bhutan), Mallard and Indian Spot-billed Duck, 

another very scarce visitor to the country. A 

pair of Kalij Pheasant was also spotted feeding 

in a grassy clearing at the edge of some 

thickets and performed well in the telescopes.  

 

The following day saw us heading up the 

Tashitang Valley alongside the beautiful Mo 

Chu. The morning kicked off with spectacular views of the stately Punakha Dzong and soon thereafter 

we were admiring Plaintive Cuckoo and an Asian Barred Owlet perched out in the open in the early 

morning light. Further up the valley we found good numbers of Small Niltava, a Barred Cuckoo-Dove 

that showed well, several flocks of Nepal Fulvetta and Rusty-fronted Barwing, Fire-breasted 

Flowerpecker, Speckled Piculet and also managed to obtain good but brief views of two arch skulkers, 

namely the miniscule Slaty-bellied Tesia and notoriously secretive Lesser Shortwing.  

 

In the afternoon some folks visited the Punakha Dzong while the others carried on birding along the 

Mo Chu and found another five Ibisbill, a Crested Kingfisher with a massive fish in its bill, many more 

River Lapwings, a Green Sandpiper and a few other odds and ends. Thereafter we decided to give the 

very rare and critically endangered White-bellied Heron another shot up the Po Chu and this time we 

were in luck as we found a single of these regal herons standing in the open on an island in the river. A 

fabulous end to the day! 

 

The next morning we added Pallas’s Gull and Slender-billed Oriole to the ever-growing list before 

departing Punakha, from where we made our way up to the lower slopes of Dochu La. The reminder of 

the morning and early afternoon was 

spent in the Royal Botanical Park and 

our time here gave us many 

wonderfully exotic species. Rufous-

bellied Woodpeckers were seen on 

many occasions as was Eurasian Jay, 

White-collared and Grey-winged 

Blackbirds and Chestnut-crowned 

Laughingthrush. We were thrilled to 

find several Fire-capped Tits, as well 

as a female Crimson-browed Finch, 

another flock of Spot-winged 

Grosbeak, a pair of Streak-breasted 

Scimitar Babbler, a small, 

inconspicuous party of Brown 

Parrotbill and a wonderful flock of 

Golden-breasted Fulvetta 

Punakha Dzong 
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strikingly-colored Black-throated Parrotbill. 

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatchers were abundant 

and we also managed to find a lovely male 

Ultramarine Flycatcher that posed well in the 

late afternoon. A major surprise came in the 

late afternoon just before crossing an area of 

roadworks below the top of Dochu La when a 

flock of four Blue-tailed Bee-eaters called and 

flew overhead. This species is almost unknown 

in Bhutan and could very well constitute the 

first record for the country!  

 

We arrived at our hotel in the late afternoon 

and after freshening up, were treated to some 

unexpected entertainment this evening in the 

form of traditional Bhutanese dancing and 

singing. Thereafter we enjoyed a wonderful 

dinner with our hosts where the Arak, Special 

Couriers, Dragon Warmers and Druk 11000s 

flowed freely! 

 

Alas our epic tour of Bhutan was coming to 

an end but we did still have a few iconic 

places and birds to see. Leaving Thimphu 

after a fairly leisurely breakfast, we drove a 

short ways through town to the Golden Takin 

Sanctuary where we were able to see these 

strange, rare and extremely range-restricted 

mammals, the national mammal of Bhutan. A 

round trip then took us via the Thimphu 

Dzong, house of parliament and the King and 

Queen’s palace before making our way out of 

Thimphu towards Paro. A quick look at the 

river and settling ponds at the edge of 

town revealed a splendid Garganey drake 

in full nuptials. Outstanding! From there 

we continued our drive south and arrived 

in Paro in the mid-morning from where 

most of us embarked on the hike up to the 

awe-inspiring Tiger’s Nest Monastery 

nestled on a cliff face high above the town. 

Our last full day in this Himalayan 

Kingdom was spent on the high pass of 

Chele La. At 3,870m above sea level the 

top of the pass is the highest point on the 

tour. Home to a number of high altitude 

specialties, Chele La also offers fabulous 

views across the snow-capped Himalayas. 

We had a cold but enjoyable day up Chele 

Black-throated Parrotbill 

Traditional Bhutanese Dancing  

Tiger’s Nest Monastery 
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La where we were treated to many fantastic 

birds including Kalij Pheasant, the resplendent 

Himalayan Monal, a small flock of Snow 

Pigeon, noisy flocks of White-winged and 

Collared Grosbeaks, White-browed Fulvetta, 

Rufous-vented Yuhina, Rufous-fronted 

Bushtit, Hodgson’s Treecreeper, Blue-fronted 

Redstart, Rufous-breasted Accentor, Red 

Crossbill, a shy and fast-moving pair of 

Himalayan White-browed Rosefinch and our 

final views of the incomparably brilliant Mrs. 

Gould’s Sunbird. We also encountered two 

unexpected species in the form of a soaring 

Bearded Vulture and an Upland Buzzard. A 

superb way to end a magical trip! 

 

Alas our time in this wonderful country had 

drawn to a close. We enjoyed a farewell dinner at our hotel in Paro where we reminisced about all the 

amazing sightings and experiences had over the past three weeks. Thank you to everyone for helping 

make this yet another extremely successful, memorable and enjoyable birding tour of Bhutan!  
 

Photo Credits: All photographs taken by Glen Valentine on Rockjumper’s Bhutan birding tours. 

 

ANNOTATED LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED 

 

331 Species recorded including 15 heard only 

 
Note: Names and taxonomical order of the bird species list follows that of IOC (International 

Ornithological congress), Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2015; Birds of the World: Recommended English 

Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press (version 5.1). Names in round brackets represent 

alternative names. A notes section can be found where the taxonomy differs between Clements and 

IOC. 

 

(E) = Endemic, (NE) = Near-endemic, (H) = Heard 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Bar-headed Goose     Anser indicus 

A wonderful surprise to have found 1 bird along the Punatsang Chu near Punakha. 

Ruddy Shelduck     Tadorna ferruginea 

Small numbers seen around Jakar and Punakha. 

Mandarin Duck     Aix galericulata 

A very rare vagrant! We were thrilled to find one non-breeding male on the Punatsang Chu near 

Punakha. 

Gadwall      Anas strepera 

6 seen around Punakha. 

Eurasian Wigeon     Anas penelope 

Fair numbers around Punakha. 

Mallard      Anas platyrhynchos 

Himalayan Monal 
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A pair seen well near Punakha. 

Indian Spot-billed Duck    Anas poecilorhyncha 

A pair near Punakha on consecutive days. 

Northern Shoveler     Anas clypeata 

Around 8 birds seen near Punakha. 

Northern Pintail     Anas acuta 

8 seen near Punakha. 

Garganey      Anas querquedula 

A sensational male in full breeding plumage seen at the Thimphu Water Treatment Works. 

Common Merganser (Goosander)    Mergus merganser 

One female seen in front of our hotel near Punakha. 

 

Pheasants and Partridges  Phasianidae 
(Common) Hill Partridge  (H)   Arborophila torqueola 

Unfortunately this forest-floor species was only heard (frequently) during our time in Bhutan.  

Rufous-throated Partridge (H)   Arborophila rufogularis 

Another tricky species, we heard them in the Morong and Zhemgang areas.  

Chestnut-breasted Partridge   Arborophila mandellii 

This localized, scarce and very rarely seen partridge was found above Yongkola where a pair was seen 

feeding in leaf-litter below the road in the late afternoon. A serious surprise, major highlight and a lifer 

for the leaders! 

Blood Pheasant     Ithaginis cruentus 

Three separate sightings were had during our time on Thrumsing La. 

Satyr Tragopan     Tragopan satyra 

Certainly one of Bhutan’s most sought-after specialties and one of the great birds of the world. Of the 

five Tragopans, Satyr is certainly the easiest to target as Bhutan’s road system offers excellent chances 

for this outrageous species. We were not to be disappointed and we encountered an incredible three 

males and 4 females during our time on the middle and upper Lingmethang Road below Sengor. 

Fabulous! 

Himalayan Monal     Lophophorus impejanus 

A spectacularly vivid species, of which we encountered an amazing 3 males and one female during our 

trip up Chele La above Paro. One male even stood up on an exposed rock and called for several 

minutes, amazing! 

Red Junglefowl     Gallus gallus 

A pair was seen near Tingtibi. 

Kalij Pheasant     Lophura leucomelanos 

This species was first seen en route from Trongsa to Punakha and we ended up being spoilt with repeat 

views of pairs and small groups on our drive up Chele La at the end of the trip. 
NOTE: Clements splits this species into two separate species; Kalij Pheasant L. leucomelanos and Imperial Pheasant L. 

imperialis whereas IOC only recognizes one species, Kalij Pheasant L. leucomelanos. 

Grey Peacock-Pheasant (H)    Polyplectron bicalcaratum 

This elusive pheasant was heard calling in the Tingtibi valley near our campsite on our final morning 

there. 

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
White-bellied Heron     Ardea insignis 

This magnificent and extremely rare heron was seen exceptionally well along the Po Chu north of 

Punakha. We enjoyed an extended sighting of the bird as it stood and walked around on a shingle bed 

in the river providing us with walk-away views. It was a real privilege to be able to enjoy such an 
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incredible encounter with one of the world’s rarest and most endangered birds.  

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

A single bird was also seen above Samdrup Jongkar. 

 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Great Cormorant     Phalacrocorax carbo 

Several sightings were had on the larger rivers in Bhutan. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two separate species; Great Cormorant P. carbo and White-breasted Cormorant P. 

lucidus whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

 

Hawks, Eagles & Kites  Accipitridae 
Bearded Vulture (Lammergeier   Gypaetus barbatus 

We were very fortunate to have encountered a beautiful, soaring adult near the top of Chele La. This is 

a very rarely recorded species on the route! 

Crested (Oriental) Honey Buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus 

Three separate sightings were had.  

Himalayan Vulture (Griffon)   Gyps himalayensis 

Seen on four days of the tour with peak numbers around Yutong La. 

Crested Serpent Eagle    Spilornis cheela 

Seen above Samdrup Jongkhar and near Tingtibi. 

Mountain Hawk-Eagle    Spizaetus nipalensis 

A fairly common, but still awesome eagle  - we enjoyed sightings of this regal species on 11 days of 

the trip. 

Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle    Hieraaetus kienerii 

This uncommon eagle was best seen in flight above the Trongsa Dzong. Also seen above Samdrup 

Jongkhar and near Punakha. 

Black Eagle      Ictinaetus malayensis 

Five separate individuals were seen during the trip. 

Crested Goshawk     Accipiter trivirgatus 

Good flight views were had above Samdrup Jongkhar and again on a few occasions thereafter. 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk    Accipiter nisus 

Individuals were seen fairly regularly (6 days) and mostly in flight but also perched near Punakha. 

Hen Harrier      Circus cyaneus 

A soaring female was a major surprise soon after departing Trongsa for Punakha.  

Black Kite      Milvus migrans 

A single bird was seen in flight over Trongsa. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two separate species; Black Kite M. migrans and Yellow-billed Kite M. aegyptius 

whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Black Kite M. migrans. 

Upland Buzzard     Buteo hemilasius 

This large, highland buzzard was seen very well on our last morning up Chele La. 

Himalayan (Common) Buzzard   Buteo refectus 

Regular sightings were had of this species. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Common Buzzard B. Buteo, Eastern Buzzard B. japonicus and Socotra Buzzard B. 

socotraensis as one species, Common Buzzard B. buteo. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Black-tailed Crake     Amaurornis bicolor 

We were rewarded with good views of this often reclusive rallid below Yongkola. 

 



Trip Report - RBT Bhutan I 2015 

 

 
 

18 

Ibisbill  Ibidorhynchidae 
Ibisbill      Ibidorhyncha struthersii 

Our first sighting of this highly desirable and charismatic species was at Bumthang, where we had a 

single bird at close range, walking and feeding around the water’s edge. Thereafter we ended up seeing 

another 9 birds during the course of the trip. An extremely smart and rather bizarre species, that is all 

the more appreciated as it is the only member of its family! 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
River Lapwing     Vanellus duvaucelii 

Pleasantly common in the west of the country where a total of 14 birds were seen. 

Red-wattled Lapwing    Vanellus indicus 

Three birds showed well near Punakha.  

Little Ringed Plover     Charadrius dubius 

A singleton was seen near Punakha. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Eurasian Woodcock (H)    Scolopax rusticola 

This species was strangely heard calling in the mid-morning along a forested stream below Thrumsing 

La. Unfortunately we were not able to acquire a view of the bird. 

Pin-tailed Snipe     Gallinago stenura 

A single bird was seen in flight in Paro. 

Green Sandpiper     Tringa ochropus 

One bird was seen near Punakha and another was found in Paro. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

Three sightings were had during the tour.  

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Sternidae 
Pallas’s (Great Black-headed) Gull   Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus 

A single juvenile bird was seen well upon leaving our hotel in Punakha for the capital, Thimphu. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove (Common Pigeon)   Columba livia 

Numerous in towns and villages throughout Bhutan. 

Snow Pigeon      Columba leuconota 

This boldly patterned, high-altitude pigeon was found at the edge of Sengor.  

Speckled Wood Pigeon    Columba hodgsonii 

A flock of about 15 birds was encountered above Yongkola. Another one was later seen near Sengor. 

This is a very scarce pigeon throughout its range! 

Oriental Turtle Dove    Streptopelia orientalis 

Commonly seen throughout Bhutan. 

Spotted Dove      Streptopelia chinensis 

Seen on many occasions at lower altitudes in Bhutan. 

Barred Cuckoo-Dove    Macropygia unchall 

Seen on five separate days of the trip in the lowlands.  

Common Emerald Dove    Chalcophaps indica 

This shy species was seen well on a few occasions in the Tingtibi area. 

Pin-tailed Green Pigeon    Treron apicauda 

One male was scoped above Samdrup Jongkhar and a few more were found around Tingtibi. 
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Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon    Treron sphenura 

A flock of around 25 birds was seen in flight overhead while birding above Samdrup Jongkhar. Also 

heard above Yongkola.  

Mountain Imperial Pigeon    Ducula badia 

Seen on a few occasions in the Morong area. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Green-billed Malkoha    Phaenicophaeus tristis 

This handsome bird was seen well on three occasions in the lowlands with especially good views near 

Tingtibi.  

Asian Koel (H)     Eudynamys scolopacea 

Only heard at our hotel at the edge of Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Asian Emerald Cuckoo    Eudynamys scolopacea 

A stunning male was scoped below Morong.   

Plaintive Cuckoo     Cacomantis merulinus 

A single bird showed well near Punakha.  

Square-tailed (Asian) Drongo-Cuckoo  Surniculus lugubris 

One was seen perched briefly and in flight just above Lingmethang town. 

Large Hawk-Cuckoo     Hierococcyx  sparverioides 

One of the dominant sounds of Bhutan, this species was heard virtually daily but was only seen once 

just after dawn one morning at our campsite at Yongkola. 

Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo (H)   Hierococcyx nisicolor 

Heard once in the distance near Tingtibi. 

Himalayan Cuckoo     Cuculus saturatus 

Heard on a few occasions and seen in the scope below Yongkola. 

Common Cuckoo (H)    Cuculus canorus 

Only heard on one occasion below Dochu La. 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Mountain Scops Owl  (H)    Otus spilocephalus 

Famous for being extremely difficult to see and it proved no different this trip. We heard this species 

on 9 dates but always too far away to attempt to see it. 

Himalayan (Tawny) Owl    Strix nivicolum 

After hearing this rarely-seen species so close at both Sengor and Jakar we were treated to fabulous 

scope views of a bird on the day roost at the edge of Jakar, thanks to Tenzin, our superb driver and 

spotter! Another lifer for the leaders! 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two species, namely: Tawny Owl S. aluco & Himalayan Owl S. nivicolum, 

whereas Clements only recognizes one species: Tawny Owl S. aluco. 

Collared Owlet     Glaucidium brodiei 

Although this bird is frequently heard calling in Bhutan it can be hard to find so we were relieved to see 

this species so well and early on above Yongkola.  

Asian Barred Owlet     Glaucidium cuculoides 

Heard around Tingtibi and seen well on one occasion in the Tashitang Valley.  

 

Frogmouths  Podargidae 
Hodgson’s Frogmouth (H)    Batrachostomus hodgsoni 

This fairly widespread and nocturnal Asian species is an absolute mega-bird in Bhutan with only two 

confirmed records to date. We were blown away to hear this species calling on consecutive evenings 

near our campsite at Yongkola but despite our best efforts we were unfortunately unable to see this 
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tricky species. At least 2 separate birds were heard calling on both evenings, one below the road and 

the other above the road. Incredible and exciting but very frustrating at the same time! 

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Grey Nightjar     Caprimulgus jotaka 

Excellent flight views were had of this species at our Yongkola campsite. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two species, namely: Grey Nightjar C. jotaka & Jungle Nightjar C. indicus, 

whereas Clements only recognizes one species: Grey Nightjar C. indicus. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Himalayan Swiftlet     Aerodramus brevirostris 

This rapid flyer was seen in small flocks on several days. 

White-throated Needletail    Hirundapus caudacutus 

A flock of about 6 were seen amongst Blyth’s Swifts and the latter species at our Morong campsite. 

Asian Palm Swift     Cypsiurus balasiensis 

Seen around Samdrup Jongkhar and again around Tingtibi. 

Blyth’s (Fork-tailed) Swift    Apus leuconyx 

Fair numbers were seen on 5 dates. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into four species: Salim Ali’s Swift A. salimalii, Blyth’s Swift A. leuconyx, Cook’s Swift 

A. cooki and Pacific Swift A. pacificus, whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Fork-tailed Swift A pacificus. 

Dark-rumped Swift     Apus acuticauda 

At least two of these very rare and range-restricted swifts were seen very well and for an extended 

period above Samdrup Jongkhar. Fantastic! 

House Swift      Apus nipalensis  

Small numbers of this widespread species were seen above Samdrup Jongkhar and again near Tingtibi.   

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Red-headed Trogon     Harpactes erythrocephalus 

A pair of these gorgeous trogons were seen below Zhemgang. 

Ward’s Trogon     Harpactes wardi 

A very sought-after and difficult bird to find – we had good views of a single female that we even 

managed to scope, on the Lingmethang road above Yonkola. Always a fantastic bird to see! A large, 

rare and range-restricted trogon.  

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
White-throated Kingfisher    Halcyon smyrnensis 

Seen on five separate dates in Bhutan. 

Common Kingfisher     Alcedo atthis 

One seen just above Samdrup Jongkhar and another found near Punakha. 

Crested Kingfisher     Megaceryle lugubris 

This handsome kingfisher was seen on three occasions along the Punatsang Chu below Punakha. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Blue-bearded Bee-eater    Nyctyornis athertoni 

We encountered an unusually high number of these bold and handsome bee-eaters in the Tingtibi and 

Zhemgang areas. 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater     Merops philippinus 

Our sighting of four birds in flight over the north side of Dochu La represents one of very few records 

of this species for Bhutan.  
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Hoopoes  Upupidae 
Eurasian Hoopoe     Upupa epops 

These showy birds were seen on 9 dates in Bhutan. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two separate species: Eurasian Hoopoe U. epops and African Hoopoe U. Africana 

whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Eurasian Hoopoe U. epops. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Great Hornbill     Buceros bicornis 

Fabulous views were had of a pair of these massive, gaudy hornbills just above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Rufous-necked Hornbill    Aceros nipalensis 

Another charismatic and spectacular hornbill and undoubtedly one of the major targets on any Bhutan 

tour, this range-restricted species was seen extremely well on 6 separate days in Bhutan with around 18 

individuals being recorded. 

 

Asian Barbets  Capitonidae 
Great Barbet      Megalaima virens 

The calls of this species were a constant feature and mid to lower elevation forest throughout the 

country and we enjoyed many excellent sightings of them.  

Golden-throated Barbet    Megalaima franklinii 

This exquisite barbet was also seen on many occasions during our time spent in the mid-altitude hill 

forests that blanket Bhutan. 

Blue-throated Barbet    Megalaima asiatica 

This gaudy bird was seen around Samdrup Jongkhar and again in the Tingtibi area. 

Blue-eared Barbet (H)    Megalaima australis 

This tiny barbet was heard in the distance on one occasion above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

  

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Yellow-rumped Honeyguide   Indicator xanthonotus 

Another scarce Asian species that is best located in Bhutan. We enjoyed awesome scope views of these 

unique birds on two separate occasions, always near Rock Bees that they are closely associated with. 

This species is one of only two representatives of the Honeyguide family in Asia, the other being the 

near-mythical Malaysian Honeyguide, with the remainder being found in Africa. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Speckled Piculet     Picumnus innominatus 

We finally managed to obtain wonderful views of this species in Jigme Dorji NP.  

Rufous-bellied Woodpecker    Dendrocopos hyperythrus 

Six birds were seen in the Royal Botanical Park on the north side of Dochu La – a stunning species. 

Another one was seen the next day during the walk up to the Tiger’s Nest Monastery. 

Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker   Dendrocopos canicapillus 

One bird was encountered at Tingtibi. 

Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker   Dendrocopos macei 

A pair was seen near Tingtibi. 

Crimson-breasted Woodpecker   Dendrocopos cathpharius 

This often tricky to find woodpecker was seen incredibly well above Yongkhola. 

Lesser Yellownape     Picus chlorolophus 

Two birds were seen very well in a mixed flock above Yongkhola.  
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Grey-headed(-faced) Woodpecker   Picus canus 

This widespread Eurasian woodpecker was seen well above Samdrup Jongkhar and again near Tingtibi.  

Greater Flameback (Goldenback)   Chrysocolaptes lucidus 

Two birds were found in the forests above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Bay Woodpecker     Blythipicus pyrrhotis 

Heard on many days and seen well in flight and briefly perched near Morong.  

 

Caracaras, Falcons  Falconidae 
Common (Eurasian) Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus 

Singletons and pairs were seen on five dates in Bhutan. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two separate species; Common Kestrel F. tinnunculus and Rock Kestrel F. 

rupicolus whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Eurasian Kestrel F. tinnunculus. 

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

Four separate sightings were had during the trip.  

 

Broadbills  Eurylaimidae 
Long-tailed Broadbill    Psarisomus dalhousiae 

This spectacular species was seen briefly below Morong and then extremely well later on above 

Tingtibi. A fabulous bird! 

 

Woodshrikes & allies  Tephrodornithidae 
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike   Hemipus picatus 

Pairs and small groups were seen on 5 dates. 

Large Woodshrike     Tephrodornis virgatus 

A total of four birds were seen in the Tingtibi area. 

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Black-winged Cuckooshrike   Coracina melaschistos 

Two males were recorded on the second half of the trip. 

Grey-chinned Minivet    Pericrocotus solaris 

Seen almost daily. 

Long-tailed Minivet     Pericrocotus ethologus 

Good views were had on several days during the second half of the tour. 

Short-billed Minivet     Pericrocotus brevirostris 

We enjoyed an unusually high number of sightings of this stunning species this trip! Pairs were seen on 

9 separate dates. 

Scarlet Minivet     Pericrocotus speciosus 

Seen on many occasions in the lowlands. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Brown Shrike      Lanius cristatus 

One bird was encountered along the drive from Trashigang to Kori La.  

Long-tailed Shrike     Lanius schach 

A striking species that was seen on many occasions in open habitats throughout Bhutan. 

Grey-backed Shrike     Lanius tephronotus 

Generally the most common of the shrikes, we saw many throughout the trip. 

 

Vireos, Greenlets  Virionidae 



Trip Report - RBT Bhutan I 2015 

 

 
 

23 

White-bellied Erpornis    Erpornis zantholeuca 

A single bird popped up nicely in a mixed flock near Tingtibi. 

Black-headed Shrike-babbler   Pteruthius rufiventer 

This very rare and superbly striking species was heard and then seen impeccably well on the middle 

Lingmethang Road. One of the Himalayas toughest and most sought-after species! 

Blyth’s (White-browed) Shrike-babbler  Pteruthius aeralatus 

An attractive and extremely vocal species, we enjoyed several scattered sightings of both sexes in 

Bhutan’s mid-altitude forests. 

Green Shrike-babbler    Pteruthius xanthochlorus 

This high altitude shrike-babbler was seen extremely well around Sengor. 

Black-eared Shrike-babbler    Pteruthius melanotis 

One of the most spectacularly colourful birds of the trip, we enjoyed numerous looks at this gaudy little 

gem. 

 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
Slender-billed Oriole     Oriolus tenuirostris 

One bird showed well in pine forest in the Punakha area.   

Maroon Oriole     Oriolus traillii 

Another very attractive species that was seen on a few occasions in low to mid altitude fotrests. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Black Drongo      Dicrurus macrocercus 

A few birds were seen around Punakha. 

Ashy Drongo      Dicrurus leucophaeus 

By far the most commonly encountered drongo in Bhutan. 

Bronzed Drongo     Dicrurus aeneus 

This iridescent species was seen regularly at all lowland sites in Bhutan.  

Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus remifer 

We did really well with this species – recording around 7 birds on 5 days in Bhutan! 

Hair-crested Drongo     Dicrurus hottentottus 

Another distinctive drongo that we recorded twice in the Bhutanese lowlands. 
NOTE: Clements splits this species into two species: Hair-crested Drongo D. hottentottus and Tablas Drongo D. menagei 

whereas IOC only recognizes one species, Hair-crested Drongo D. hottentottus. 

 

Fantails  Rhipiduridae 
White-throated Fantail    Rhipidura albicollis 

This lively species was quite numerous during the trip. 

 

Monarchs  Monarchidae 
Black-naped Monarch    Hypothymis azurea 

Four of these stunners were found above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 
Eurasian Jay      Garrulus glandarius 

First seen just west of Trongsa and then found fairly regularly on the north side of Dochu La.  

Yellow-billed Blue (Gold-billed) Magpie  Urocissa flavirostris 

Another extremely bold and attractive species that was seen on numerous occasions in the highland 

areas of Bhutan. 



Trip Report - RBT Bhutan I 2015 

 

 
 

24 

Common Green Magpie    Cissa chinensis 

3 birds were seen briefly in the forests above Samdrup Jongkhar and another two were later found 

below Zhemgang. A very shy and rather scarce forest species.  

Grey Treepie      Dendrocitta formosae 

A commonly recorded species at lower altitudes throughout Bhutan. 

Eurasian (Black-billed) Magpie   Pica pica 

Several loose flocks and singletons were encountered throughout the Bumthang district. 

Spotted (Eurasian) Nutcracker   Nucifraga caryocatactes 

Great views were had of this charismatic species at high altitudes with our first views coming from the 

Upper Lingmethang Road. 
NOTE: IOC splits this species into two separate species: Spotted Nutcracker N. caryocatactes and Large-spotted 

Nutcracker N. multipunctata whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Eurasian Nutcracker N. caryocatactes. 

Red-billed Chough     Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

These distinctly vocal corvids were commonly seen in higher-lying areas on the tour, biggest numbers 

around the Sengor area. 

House Crow      Corvus splendens 

Only seen around Thimphu.  

Large-billed Crow     Corvus macrorhynchos 

The common crow throughout Bhutan and seen on virtually every day in the country. 

Eastern Jungle (Large-billed) Crow  Corvus levaillantii 

A few birds were seen around Samdrup Jongkhar. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Indian Jungle Crow C. culminates and Large-billed Crow C. macrorhynchos as 

Large-billed Crow C. macrorhynchos. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Yellow-bellied Fantail    Rhipidura hypoxantha 

This animated species seen on a few occasions in Bhutan. 

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher   Culicicapa ceylonensis 

This sprightly species was a conspicuous member of mixed foraging flocks throughout the Bhutan tour. 

 

Tits & Chickadees  Paridae 
Fire-capped Tit     Cephalopyrus flammiceps 

A scarce and highly desirable species which is rather infrequently recorded. We were treated to superb 

views of two males and two females during our time in the Royal Botanical Park on the north side of 

Dochu La. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes placed in the Penduline Tit family. 

Yellow-browed Tit     Sylviparus modestus 

This small, non-descript tit was fairly common in mid and high altitude forest throughout Bhutan. 

Sultan Tit      Melanochlora sultanea 

This incredibly beautiful, large and rather uncommon tit was seen above Yongkhola and in the Tingtibi 

area.  

Rufous-vented Tit     Periparus rubidiventris 

Good numbers of this species were seen in the high altitude coniferous forests around Sengor and 

Thrumshing La. 

Coal Tit      Periparus ater 

By far the most numerous high altitude tit in Bhutan, we saw this species on all the high passes. 

Grey Crested Tit     Lophophanes dichrous 

A subtly attractive species that was seen in small numbers in the higher-lying coniferous forests, 

especially around Sengor and on Thrumsing La.  
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Cinereous (Great) Tit    Parus cinereous 

Two sightings were had in lower altitude forest around Samdrup Jongkhar and Morong. 

Green-backed Tit     Parus monticolus 

By far the most common and widespread tit in Bhutan, recorded on almost every day in the country. 

Yellow-cheeked Tit     Parus spilonotus 

This brightly coloured species was seen on a few occasions. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Oriental Skylark     Alauda gulgula 

Heard and seen in display flight over the fields around Sengor. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Striated Bulbul     Pycnonotus striatus 

This boldly marked bulbul was seen on 7 dates. 

Black-crested Bulbul     Pycnonotus flaviventris 

Several birds were seen above Samdrup Jongkhar and in the Tingtibi area. 

Red-whiskered Bulbul    Pycnonotus jocosus 

Small numbers seen above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Himalayan (White-cheeked) Bulbul  Pycnonotus leucogenys 

This funky-looking bulbul was commonly encountered below Trashigang. One was also seen later on 

near Tingtibi. 

Red-vented Bulbul     Pycnonotus cafer 

Abundant in secondary habitat. 

White-throated Bulbul    Alophoixus flaveolus 

Three seen in the forests above Samdrup Jongkar with several more being found in the Tingtibi area. 

Mountain Bulbul     Ixos mcclellandii 

One seen below Morong with further views in the Tingtibi and Zhemgang areas and in the Tashitang 

Valley.  

Ashy Bulbul      Hemixos flavala 

First seen near Samdrup Jongkar, with further views later above Tingtibi. 
NOTE: IOC splits this species into two species: Ashy Bulbul H. flavala and Cinereous Bulbul H. cinereus, whereas 

Clements only recognizes one species, Ashy Bulbul H. flavala. 

(Himalayan) Black Bulbul    Hypsipetes leucocephalus 

Good numbers were recorded throughout the tour. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Grey-throated (Brown-throated/Plain) Martin Riparia chinensis 

Two birds were seen in the Punakha area. 

Barn (European) Swallow    Hirundo rustica 

Seen on a few occasions. 

Nepal House Martin     Delichon nipalensis 

The commonest Hirundine in Bhutan, we had numerous sightings during the trip.  

Red-rumped Swallow    Cecropis daurica 

This extremely widespread species was seen in flight below Trashigang. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two distinct species; Red-rumped Swallow C. daurica and West African Swallow C. 
domicella whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Red-rumped Swallow C. daurica. 

 

Wren-babblers  Pnoepygidae 
Scaly-breasted Wren-babbler (Cupwing)  Pnoepyga albiventer 
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Fabulous views were obtained of this arch skulker below Morong.  

Pygmy Wren-babbler (Cupwing) (H)  Pnoepyga pusilla 

This secretive forest mite was unfortunately just heard on a few occasions. 

 

Cettia bush warblers and allies  Cettidae 
Yellow-bellied Warbler    Abroscopus superciliaris 

At least six birds were seen well in the Tingtibi area. 

Rufous-faced Warbler    Abroscopus albogularis 

An extremely localized bird in Bhutan, we obtained good views of 4 birds in the Tingtibi area. 

Black-faced Warbler     Abroscopus schisticeps 

This beautiful warbler was seen on six separate days in the east of Bhutan. 

Mountain Tailorbird     Orthotomus cuculatus 

A few of these vocal but rather unobtrusive birds were seen along the lower and middle Lingmethang 

Road. 

Broad-billed Warbler    Tickellia hodgsoni 

This rare and often elusive warbler showed sensationally well for all along the middle Lingmethang 

Road.  

Brown(ish)-flanked Bush Warbler   Horomis fortipes 

This common warbler was heard on numerous days of the trip and was seen well on 2 occasions. 

Hume’s (Yellowish-bellied) Bush Warbler  Horomis brunnescens 

One bird popped up at the road edge on Yutong La. 

Grey-bellied Tesia     Tesia cyaniventer 

This bird came extremely close to us as we got it to move along a thicket-covered slope near Trongsa 

but we only managed the briefest of views.  

Slaty-bellied Tesia     Tesia olivea 

Everyone managed to get looks at this tiny skulker in Jigme Dorji NP, Punakha.  

Grey-sided Bush Warbler    Cettia brunnifrons 

One bird popped up at the edge of the road above Yongkola. 

 

Bushtits  Aegithalidae 
Black-throated Bushtit (Tit)   Aegithalos concinnus 

Regular sightings were had of this gorgeous little tit throughout the mid-altitude forests in Bhutan. 

Rufous-fronted Bushtit (Black-browed Tit) Aegithalos iouschistos 

A higher altitude version of the previous species, we were treated to fabulous views on several 

occasions in coniferous forest around Sengor and on Thrumshing La and Chele La.  
NOTE: IOC splits this species into three separate species; Rufous-fronted Bushtit A. iouschistos, Black-browed Bushtit A. 

bonvaloti and Burmese Bushtit A. sharpei whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Black-browed Tit A. iouschistos. 

 

Leaf warblers and allies  Phylloscopidae 
Buff-barred (Leaf) Warbler    Phylloscopus pulcher 

Commonly seen during most of the trip. 

Ashy-throated (Leaf) Warbler   Phylloscopus maculipennis 

This distinctive and attractive phylloscopus species was seen on 5 dates. 

Lemon (Pale)-rumped (Leaf) Warbler  Phylloscopus chloronotus 

This common warbler was seen at various altitudes during the first half of the trip. 

Yellow-browed Warbler    Phylloscopus inornatus 

A singleton was found above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Greenish Warbler     Phylloscopus trochiloides 

One bird seen near Zhemgang. 
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NOTE: IOC splits this species into two separate species; Greenish Warbler P. trochiloides and Two-barred Warbler P. 

plumbeitarsus whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Greenish Warbler P. trochiloides. 

Large-billed Leaf Warbler    Phylloscopus magnirostris 

One of these large and distinctive warblers was seen in a mixed flock near Zhemgang. 

Blyth's Leaf Warbler    Phylloscopus reguloides 

This phylloscopus is rather distinctive and was abundant throughout the trip. 

Yellow-vented Warbler    Phylloscopus cantator 

This attractive lowland species was first seen on the extreme lower Lingmethang Road with further 

regular sightings in the Zhemgang and Tingtibi areas. 

Grey-hooded Warbler    Seicercus xanthoschistos 

This attractive warbler was pleasantly common and vocal throughout Bhutan. 

White-spectacled Warbler    Seicercus affinis 

A rather scarce species which was seen on only one occasion along the middle Lingmethang Road.  

Green-crowned (Golden-spectacled) Warbler Seicercus burkii 

One bird was picked out and showed well amongst a massive warbler flock below Morong.  

Whistler's (Golden-spectacled) Warbler  Seicercus whistleri 

Similar looking to the previous species, this higher altitude warbler was seen on several occasions. 

Grey-cheeked Warbler    Seicercus poliogenys 

We encountered this attractive species on numerous occasions along the lower and middle 

Lingmethang Roads. 

Chestnut-crowned Warbler    Seicercus castaniceps 

A very attractive warbler that was seen on numerous occasions throughout the tour especially amongst 

mixed flocks. 

 

Grassbirds & allies  Megaluridae 
Russet Bush Warbler    Locustella mandelli 

Three birds were heard singing at one locality to the west of Trongsa and after quite some effort we 

were finally rewarded with good views of one individual.  

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Striated Prinia     Prinia criniger 

This can be a rather showy species of tall grasses in secondary bush areas and was first sighted in the 

Trashigang area and then again between Trongsa and Zhemgang.  

Black-throated (Hill) Prinia    Prinia atrogularis 

Unfortunately this species was only seen by some of the group at our Morong campsite. 

Common Tailorbird     Orthotomus sutorius 

This common and vocal species was seen well on several occasions in the lowlands of Bhutan. 

 

Babblers, Scimitar Babblers  Timaliidae 
Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus erythrogenys 

This large, loud and pleasantly common babbler was heard on many occasions and showed well in 

Lingmethang town and on a few occasions thereafter.  

White-browed Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus schisticeps 

Excellent views were had of this species in the Tingtibi area.  

Streak-breasted Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus ruficollis 

Seen well near our Morong campsite, with another sighting in the Royal Botanical Park.  

Coral-billed Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus ferruginosus 

Heard and then seen in flight across the road amongst a flock of White-breasted Parrotbills along the 

lower Lingmethang Road.   
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Slender-billed Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus superciliaris 

This uncommon, striking and often elusive scimitar babbler was seen incredibly well along the middle 

Lingmethang Road. First seen just above Yongkola. 

Rufous-throated Wren-Babbler   Spelaeornis caudatus 

Sensational views were had of this range-restricted and attractive wren-babbler above Yongkola.  

Bar-winged Wren-Babbler    Spelaeornis troglodytoides 

Cracking views were had of this exquisitely-patterned and extremely localized babbler along the upper 

Lingmethang Road. 

Grey-throated Babbler    Stachyris nigriceps 

Three sightings were had in lower altitude forests. 

Rufous-capped Babbler    Stachyris ruficeps 

Much more common than the previous species – seen on 7 days at low and mid-altitudes. 

Golden Babbler     Stachyris chrysaea 

This stunner showed incredibly well and regularly throughout the trip. 

Pin-striped (Striped) Tit-Babbler   Macronous gularis 

We enjoyed excellent views of this species in the forest above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

 

Fulvettas, Ground Babblers  Pellorneidae 
Yellow-throated Fulvetta    Alcippe cinerea 

We had numerous encounters with this usually scarce species in the Morong and Yongkola areas.  

Rufous-winged Fulvetta    Alcippe castaneceps 

Numerous at higher altitudes, where they were often seen in amongst mixed species flocks. 

Nepal Fulvetta     Alcippe nipalensis 

First seen just above Yongkola and then again near Tingtibi and in the Tashitang Valley. 

White-hooded Babbler    Gampsorhynchus rufulus 

We were thrilled to find two separate flocks of these rare, localized, attractive and habitat-specific 

babblers near Tingtibi. Fabulous! 

Long-billed Wren-Babbler (H)   Rimator malacoptilus 

Unfortunately this rare species was only heard on one occasion in the distance below Morong. We tried 

to tempt it in but to no avail.  

 

Laughingthrushes  Leiothrichidae 
White-crested Laughingthrush   Garrulax leucolophus 

This extremely vocal and handsome bird was seen incredibly well just above Lingmethang. 

Rufous-chinned Laughingthrush   Garrulax rufogularis 

This arch skulker was seen very well on this trip, with sightings below Morong and along the lower 

Lingmethang Road. 

Spotted Laughingthrush    Garrulax ocellatus 

This huge and boldly patterned laughingthrush was seen remarkably well on Thrumsing La.  

White-throated Laughingthrush   Garrulax albogularis 

One of the most commonly recorded laughingthrushes on the tour. We encountered massive flocks on 

many occasions with the highest numbers being along the lower Lingmethang Road.  

Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush (H)  Garrulax pectoralis 

This species was heard calling in dense undergrowth in forest above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrush   Garrulax monileger 

Excellent views were had of several birds in the Tingtibi area.  

Rufous-necked Laughingthrush   Garrulax caerulatus 

A great-looking bird! We enjoyed good looks at the species near our Tingtibi campsite.    



Trip Report - RBT Bhutan I 2015 

 

 
 

29 

Grey-sided Laughingthrush    Garrulax caerulatus 

Usually one of the toughest laughingthrushes to see! This localized, shy and scarce showed 

sensationally well at the road edge in the early morning above Yongkola. There were at least 20 in the 

flock! Fantastic!  

Striated Laughingthrush    Garrulax striatus 

This ubiquitous laughingthrush showed well on most days in Bhutan.   

Bhutan (Streaked) Laughingthrush (NE)  Garrulax imbricatus 

This species was commonly encountered in shrubby habitat throughout much of Bhutan.  

Blue-winged Laughingthrush   Garrulax squamatus 

This extremely shy and usually hard-to-see species showed amazingly well below Morong and above 

Yongkola.  

Scaly Laughingthrush    Trochalopteron subunicolor 

Often classed as one of the toughest laughingthrushes to see, this scarce species was seen very well on 

a few occasions along the middle Lingmethang Road. 

Black-faced Laughingthrush   Garrulax affinis 

This handsome, high-altitude laughingthrush was seen very well on numerous occasions – first good 

views were enjoyed on the roadside below Sengor campsite. 

Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush  Garrulax erythrocephalus 

This attractive species was seen on 7 separate days! 

Himalayan Cutia     Cutia nipalensis 

Another extremely desirable bird that is probably easiest seen in Bhutan and Burma. Although Bhutan 

remains one of the best places on earth to see Himalayan Cutia it is always an elusive, unpredictable 

and nomadic species and is never guaranteed on any tour. We were fortunate to find this species in a 

mixed flock above Yongkola where they showed superbly. 

Blue-winged Minla     Minla cyanouroptera 

Unusually scarce this year! We only saw this usually common species on three dates.  

Bar-throated (Chestnut-tailed) Minla  Minla strigula 

Seen on 5 days in Bhutan, we enjoyed wonderful views of these handsome birds.  

Red-tailed Minla     Minla ignotincta 

Less common than the above two species, its nuthatch-like behaviour is very distinctive and we found 

them on 4 days with the only good view being our last encounter near Zhemgang.  

Red (Crimson)-faced Liocichla   Liocichla phoenicea 

Excellent but rather brief views were had of this serious skluker above Yongkola. 

Rusty-fronted Barwing    Actinodura egerton 

This large and striking flock species was recorded on 8 days with daily sightings in the Morong and 

Yongkola areas. 

Hoary-throated Barwing    Actinodura nipalensis 

This, the much less common of the 2 barwing species in Bhutan showed brilliantly on three occasions 

along the upper Lingmethang Road.  

Silver-eared Mesia (Leiothrix)   Leiothrix argentauris 

This spectacular undergrowth species was seen very well above our campsite at Tingtibi. 

Red-billed Leiothrix     Leiothrix lutea 

Generally less common and shyer than the preceding species, at least in Bhutan, we enjoyed excellent 

views of a massive flock of around 30 birds above Yongkola. 

Rufous Sibia      Heterophasia capistrata 

One of the most common but nonetheless good-looking species of Bhutanese forests and recorded most 

days with up to 25 daily in some areas. 

Long-tailed Sibia     Heterophasia picaoides 

We were pleased to find this species below Morong after only obtaining brief views the day before 
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above Samdrup Jongkhar. A scarce and rather restricted species in Bhutan. 

 

Sylviid Babblers, Parrotbills, Myzornis  Sylviidae 
Fire-tailed Myzornis     Myzornis pyrrhoura 

This scarce, nomadic and unpredictable species was recorded on 2 occasions with 5 birds seen. First 

encountered on Thrumsing La and then at the edge of Sengor. Excellent views were had! 

Golden-breasted Fulvetta    Alcippe chrysotis 

A usually scarce and rather secretive bamboo dweller! This brilliant species showed unusually well and 

on many occasions this trip with our first encounter along the middle Lingmethang road. 

White-browed Fulvetta    Alcippe vinipectus 

The highest altitude fulvetta in Bhutan, we saw this species regularly in amongst mixed species flocks.  

Great Parrotbill     Conostoma aemodium 

A rare bamboo dweller on high passes! We were thrilled to obtain outstanding views of a pair on 

Thrumsing La. 

Brown Parrotbill     Paradoxornis unicolor 

Around 20 obliging birds were seen in the Bumthang area and we found another three in the Royal 

Botanical Park.  

Black-throated Parrotbill    Suthora nipalensis 

After only having very brief sightings along the Lingmethang Road we were delighted to find a slow-

moving and showy flock of these beauties in the Royal Botaical Park below Dochu La.  

Pale-billed (Lesser Rufous-headed/Black-browed) Parrotbill Cleuasicus atrosuperciliaris 

One of the best birds in the Tingtibi area! Two of these extremely scarce parrotbills were found 

together with the equally rare White-hooded Babbler and White-breasted Parrotbills. 

White-breasted (Greater Rufous-headed) Parrotbill Psittiparus ruficeps 

We had great close-up and extended views of this species along the lower Lingmethang road. First seen 

below Morong and again in the Tingtibi area. 

Grey-headed Parrotbill    Psittiparus gularis 

One of the star surprises of the trip! We were blown away to find a flock of four of these very rare 

parrotbills (at least in Bhutan) in a mixed flock near Zhemgang. Fantastic! This proved to be a knock-

out trip for parrotbills! 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Striated Yuhina     Yuhina castaniceps 

This low elevation yuhina was seen commonly in the Tingtibi area. 

White-naped Yuhina     Yuhina bakeri 

This can be quite an uncommon species! We were treated to many encounters this trip with flocks 

being seen on five dates. 

Whiskered Yuhina     Yuhina flavicollis 

The most commonly encountered yuhina in Bhutan and a conspicuous member of mixed flocks. 

Stripe-throated Yuhina    Yuhina gularis 

This large yuhina with its erect crest was commonly encountered at higher elevations in Bhutan. They 

were particularly abundant below Sengor. 

Rufous-vented Yuhina    Yuhina occipitalis 

This species was seen in very good numbers in similar areas to the previous species.  

Black-chinned Yuhina    Yuhina nigrimenta 

Another lowland bird that was seen extremely well on several days in the Morong, Yongkola, Tingtibi 

and Zhemgang areas. Especially large numbers were seen around Tingtibi. 

Oriental White-eye     Zosterops palpebrosus 
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This lively species was commonly seen throughout lower altitude areas. 

 

Fairy-bluebirds  Irenidae 
Asian Fairy-bluebird    Irena puella 

This delightfully electric blue bird was seen well in the forests above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

 

Goldcrests, Kinglets  Regulidae 
Goldcrest      Regulus regulus 

Four sightings were had on high passes. 
NOTE: Clements splits this species into two separate species; Goldcrest R. regulus and Canary Islands Kinglet R. teneriffae 

whereas IOC only recognizes one species, Goldcrest R. regulus. 

 

Elachuras  Elachuridae 
Spotted Elachura (Spotted Wren-Babbler) Elachura Formosa 

One of the major targets of the trip after recently being placed in its own monotypic family! After 

struggling to see our first one above Yongkola we were rewarded with superb views of this species 

near Trongsa. Also heard in the Tashitang Valley and between Yongkola and Thimphu. 

 

Wrens  Troglodiiidae 
Eurasian (Winter) Wren    Troglodytes troglodytes 

This tiny mouse-like species was only seen once on Thrumsing La. 

 

Nuthatches  Sittidae 
Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch    Sitta cinnamoventris 

Good views were had above Samdrup Jongkhar and in the Tingtibi area. 

White-tailed Nuthatch    Sitta himalayensis 

The higher altitude nuthatch in Bhutan, we had numerous great sightings during the tour. 

Beautiful Nuthatch     Sitta formosa 

This boldly patterned nuthatch is legendary amongst Asian birders and is always one of the most 

sought-after species in Bhutan as it is rare, localized and indeed eye-catchingly beautiful. After missing 

it around Morong we were thrilled and blown away to find a singleton amongst a Cutia flock above 

Yongkola. Excellent and lengthy views were had and although the habitat and altitude here is perfect 

for the species there have strangely never been any confirmed records for this area. 

 

Wallcreeper  Tichodromidae 
Wallcreeper      Certhia discolor 

We had wonderful views of this sought-after and fairly unpredictable species on 3 days. Our first 

sighting was just above Samdrup Jongkhar and later we had another below Morong and one in flight 

between Trashigang and Kori La. Fantastic! 

 

Treecreepers  Certhiidae 
Hodgson’s (Eurasian) Treecreeper   Certhia hodgsoni 

Seen well on Thrumsing La and again on Chele La.  

Rusty-flanked Treecreeper    Certhia nipalensis 

This rare treecreeper was seen briefly on Yutong La.  

Sikkim (Brown-throated) Treecreeper  Certhia discolor 

A recent split that was seen well on Kori La. Also heard below Dochu La. 
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Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Hill Myna     Gracula religiosa 

Small numbers of these striking mynas were seen in the forests above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Great (White-vented) Myna    Acridotheres javanicus 

A few birds were seen in Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

This ubiquitous species was present in large numbers in Samdrup Jongkhar and in built-up areas in 

western Bhutan. 

Chestnut-tailed Starling    Sturnia malabarica 

Another attractive starling that was seen in the Samdrup Jongkhar and Punakha areas. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
White-collared Blackbird    Turdus albocinctus 

We recorded a number of these birds at higher altitudes in Bhutan, seen on 5 days. 

Grey-winged Blackbird    Turdus boulboul 

A very attractive thrush that was seen below Morong and in the Royal Botanical Park on Dochu La.  

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Oriental Magpie-Robin    Copsychus saularis 

Fairly common throughout the tour. 

White-rumped Shama    Copsychus malabaricus  

This beautiful songster was seen above Samdrup Jongkhar.  

White-gorgeted Flycatcher    Anthipes monileger 

A scarce bird in Bhutan which is seldom recorded. We were fortunate to see this species along the 

middle Lingmethang Road.   

Pale Blue Flycatcher (H)    Cyornis unicolor 

Another low-density flycatcher! This species was only heard below Zhemgang and despite our best 

efforts we were unable to obtain views.   

Blue-throated Blue Flycatcher   Cyornis rubeculoides 

This stunner was commonly seen in the Tingtibi area.  

Large Niltava      Niltava grandis 

Excellent views were had along the lower Lingmethang Road and another female was found below 

Zhemgang.  

Small Niltava      Niltava macgrigoriae 

Seen on 5 days at widely separated sites with particularly good and regular sightings in the Jigme Dorji 

NP. 

Verditer Flycatcher     Eumyias thalassina  

This beautiful and radiant songster was seen on most days. 

Lesser Shortwing     Brachypteryx leucophris 

Heard briefly below Trongsa and then seen well but briefly in the Tashitang Valley. 

White-browed Shortwing (H)   Brachypteryx Montana 

This very secretive species was heard on one occasion along the drive between Trongsa and Pele La. 

White-tailed Robin     Myiomela leucura 

Close but brief views were had of this shy species above Tingtibi. 

White-browed Bush Robin    Tarsiger indicus 

A pair was seen well on Thrumsing La. 

Rufous-breasted Bush Robin   Tarsiger hyperythrus 

Brief views were had of a female along the middle Lingmethang Road. 
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Himalayan Bluetail (Orange-flanked Bush Robin) Tarsiger rufilatus 

Several individuals, both males and females, were encountered during the trip, mainly at high altitudes. 

Golden Bush Robin     Tarsiger chrysaeus 

A female popped up briefly on Shurtong La.  

Little Forktail     Enicurus scouleri 

Wonderful scope views were enjoyed of these tiny forktails between Trongsa and Zhemgang.  

Black-backed Forktail    Enicurus immaculatus 

This attractive species was seen well above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Slaty-backed Forktail    Enicurus schistaceus 

Three were seen briefly above Samdrup Jongkar with a further, better sighting of a pair above Tingtibi. 

Spotted Forktail     Enicurus maculates 

This impressive forktail was seen very well on consecutive days below Morong.  

Blue Whistling Thrush    Myophonus caeruleus 

Perhaps Bhutan’s most conspicuous roadside bird, we recorded this bold, blue thrush in large numbers 

on every single day of the tour! 

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher    Ficedula strophiata 

Probably the most common Ficedula in Bhutan, we had numerous sightings throughout. 

Little Pied Flycatcher    Ficedula westermanni 

Four separate sightings were had at various scattered localities. 

Ultramarine Flycatcher    Ficedula superciliaris 

A gorgeous male was found below Dochu La.  

Sapphire Flycatcher     Ficedula sapphira 

This often elusive flycatcher was seen sensationally well along the middle Lingmethang Road. A male 

was seen.  

Pygmy (Blue-) Flycatcher    Muscicapella hodgsoni 

This easily over-looked, tiny flycatcher was seen well on several occasions along the lower and middle 

Lingmethang Road. 

Black Redstart     Phoenicurus ochruros 

One male was spotted along the Po Chu. 

Hodgson's Redstart     Phoenicurus hodgsoni 

Pairs and singletons were seen on 6 dates with our first sighting being at the Sheri Chu near 

Trashigang. 

White-throated Redstart    Phoenicurus schisticeps 

This scarce winter visitor was seen by some of the group on Thrumsing La. A female was seen. 

Blue-fronted Redstart    Phoenicurus frontalis 

This beautiful redstart was seen abundantly throughout Bhutan. 

Plumbeous Water Redstart    Rhyacornis fuliginosus 

Another attractive redstart that was seen on many occasions in its riverine habitat. 

White-capped Redstart    Chaimarrornis leucocephalus 

A wonderful feature of Bhutanese rivers, this gorgeous species was encountered on streams and rivers 

throughout the tour. 

Blue Rock Thrush     Monticola solitarius 

Three separate males were encountered with our first sighting at the Trongsa Dzong.  

Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush   Monticola rufiventris 

A fairly common and attractive species that we saw on several days. 

Blue-capped Rock Thrush    Monticola cinclorhynchus 

This very attractive species was seen on many occasions in the Tingtibi area. 

Siberian (Eurasian/Common) Stonechat  Saxicola maurus 

Seen below Yongkola and in the Punakha area. 
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NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Stejneger’s Stonechat S. stejnegeri whereas IOC recognises both species. 

Grey Bush Chat     Saxicola ferrea 

A conspicuous feature at the roadside of Bhutan with abundant individuals, even singing conspicuously 

at the edge of our campsites. 

 

Dippers  Cinclidae 
Brown Dipper     Cinclus pallasii 

A magical bird that everyone always loves to see! Several encounters were had with this star bird on 

large, rocky rivers throughout the country.  

 

Leafbirds  Chloropseidae 
Orange-bellied Leafbird    Chloropsis hardwickii 

This extremely colourful species was encountered fairly regularly in the lowlands. 

 

Flowerpeckers  Dicaeidae 
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker    Dicaeum ignipectus 

Numerous sightings were had of this canopy-dweller. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Mrs. Gould's Sunbird    Aethopyga gouldiae 

This resplendent bird was seen at point blank range on several occasions. 

Green-tailed Sunbird    Aethopyga nipalensis 

By far the most commonly encountered sunbird during our time in Bhutan.  

Black-throated Sunbird    Aethopyga saturata 

Another fairly numerous and stunning sunbird with birds on most days at lower altitudes. 

(Eastern) Crimson Sunbird    Aethopyga siparaja 

We found this exquisite sunbird in low altitude forests.  

Fire-tailed Sunbird     Aethopyga ignicauda 

One of Asia’s most stunning and highly sought-after sunbirds! We were very surprised to find five 

(males and females) of these usually high altitude sunbirds in a flowering tree below Morong. We then 

enjoyed further sightings of two males below Sengor.  

Little Spiderhunter     Arachnothera longirostra 

A widespread species over much of Asia, however a very scarce bird in Bhutan. We had brief views of 

a single bird in forest above Samdrup Jongkhar. 

Streaked Spiderhunter    Arachnothera magna 

We enjoyed regular sightings of this attractive species in lower altitude forests. 

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches  Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

Seen around the border town of Samdrup Jongkar. 

Russet Sparrow     Passer rutilans 

Extremely numerous throughout Bhutan. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow    Passer montanus 

Another widespread Asian species that was seen in good numbers throughout the tour, especially in the 

west. 

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies  Estrildidae 
Scaly-breasted Munia (Nutmeg Mannikin)    Lonchura punctulata 
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A small flock was seen at our hotel outside of Samdrup Jongkhar and another flock flew overhead near 

Tingtibi. 

 

Accentors  Prunellidae 
Altai Accentor     Prunella himalayana 

A very scarce bird along the route! We were delighted and surprised to encounter a flock of around a 

dozen feeding in the fields around Sengor. 

Rufous-breasted Accentor    Prunella strophiata 

This, the most regularly encountered of Bhutan’s accentors was seen on ten days of the trip. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Grey Wagtail      Motacilla cinerea 

One was seen at the edge of the road below Morong and another showed from the bus in Thimphu. 

White Wagtail     Motacilla alba 

Good numbers were located on most days of the trip. 
NOTE: The subspecies personata (Masked Wagtail), leucopsis (Chinese Wagtail), baicalensis (Transbaikalian Wagtail) and 

alboides (Hodgson’s Wagtail) were all seen on the trip. None of these subspecies have been split yet by either IOC or 

Clements. 

Olive-backed Pipit     Anthus hodgsoni 

Encountered almost daily throughout Bhutan. 

Rosy Pipit      Anthus roseatus 

Excellent views were had at the edge of Jakar and again along the Paro Chu.  

Buff-bellied Pipit     Anthus rubescens 

A surprise find, we enjoyed excellent scope views of a single bird in full breeding plumage at the edge 

of Jakar. 

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Collared Grosbeak     Mycerobas affinis 

A pair was expertly spotted by Tenzin on Shurtong La and several flocks were later seen at close range 

on Chele La. A very handsome and often elusive finch! 

Spot-winged Grosbeak    Mycerobas melanozanthos 

We encountered an unusually large number of these finches this trip with flocks being found on four 

separate days, in the Morong, Yongkola and Dochu La areas.   

White-winged Grosbeak    Mycerobas carnipes 

Commonly found on Shurtong La and Chele La. 

Red-headed Bullfinch    Pyrrhula erythrocephala 

We had great views of this stunning bullfinch on Thrumsing La, with a further six showing briefly on 

Yutong La. 

Golden (Gold)-naped Finch    Pyrrhoplectes epauletta 

This scarce and unpredictable species was seen below Morong where a pair showed very well for an 

extended period. 

Plain Mountain Finch    Leucosticte nemoricola 

A flock of about 12 birds was seen in flight over the fields in Sengor.  

Common Rosefinch     Carpodacus erythrinus 

A few sightings were had around Sengor and on Thrumsing La.  

Scarlet Finch      Haematospiza sipahi 

Another usually scarce and elusive species that was seen in ridiculously large numbers this trip, 

especially in the Morong area where we had daily sightings of up to 20 birds! 

Himalayan Beautiful Rosefinch   Carpodacus pulcherrimus  
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A few birds showed initially in the Ura Valley and we later enjoyed superb views of a flock in the Jakar 

Valley.  

Dark-rumped Rosefinch    Carpodacus edwardsii 

Superb views were had of a male on Yutong La.  

Himalayan White-browed Rosefinch  Carpodacus thura 

One female was found at the edge of Sengor and another pair showed briefly on Chele La.  

Crimson-browed Finch    Pinicola subhimachalus 

A female showed well on the north slope of Dochu La.   

Yellow-breasted Greenfinch   Carduelis spinoides 

Small flocks were found above Morong and Yongkola.  

Red Crossbill      Loxia curvirostra 

Small flocks were found around Sengor, on Shurtong La and on Chele La. 

Tibetan Serin      Serinus thibetanus 

We had phenomenal views of a flock of around 20 of these ultra-nomadic and unpredictable finches at 

a birding stop between Trongsa and Pele La. Fantastic! 

 

Buntings, New World Sparrows & Allies Emberizidae 
Crested Bunting     Melophus lathami 

Males and females were seen well along the drive from Trashigang to Kori La. A very handsome 

species!  

 

ANNOTATED LIST OF MAMMALS RECORDED (15 Species) 
 

Cattle, Antelopes, Sheep, Goats  Bovidae 
Himalayan Goral     Naemorhedus goral 

A herd of these goats were seen on a near-vertical grassy slope near Tingtibi. 

 

Deer  Cervidae 
Northern Red (Indian) Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus vaginalis 

Heard above Samdrup Jongkhar and one was seen briefly as it dashed across the road near Tingtibi. 

 

Weasels, Skunks, Otters  Mustelidae 
Yellow-throated Marten    Martes flavigula 

Three separate sightings were had of these attractive mammals, bounding along the road edge. 

Oriental Small-clawed Otter   Aonyx cinerea      

This rarely seen otter, the world’s smallest, was found basking on a rock in the Dangme Chu below 

Trashigang. Unfortunately the animal disappeared into the river as soon as it saw us and was not to be 

seen again. 

 

Pikas  Ochotonidae 
Royle’s Pika      Ochotona roylei 

Good views of this species around Sengor and later on Chele La. 

Large-eared Pika     Ochotona macrotis 

Very similar looking to the previous species, we saw what was almost definitely this pika at close range 

below Sengor.  

 

Old World Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
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Assam Macaque     Macaca assamensis 

Regularly seen throughout. 

Nepal Grey Langur     Semnopithecus schitaceus 

We were surprised to see this monkey in the Tashitang Valley and between Punakha and Thimphu. 

Gee’s Golden Langur    Trachypithecus geei 

These handsome creatures were locally abundant around Zhemgang and Tingtibi where we had some 

great views of this charismatic primate at close quarters. First seen near Trongsa where the whiter, 

higher altitude race is evident. 

Capped Langur     Trachypithecus pileatus 

Small troops of these playful monkeys were seen throughout the first half of the tour. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Irrawaddy (Hoary-bellied) Squirrel  Callosciurus pygerythus  

In Bhutan, only recorded from the Tingtibi area. 

Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel  Dremomys lokriah 

Small numbers were seen throughout the tour. 

Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel   Petaurista magnificus 

This rare, attractive and extremely localized mammal was seen very well on a night drive above 

Yongkala, where we had a single animal. We later encountered a roosting individual on an open branch 

in a large, broad-leaved tree near Zhemgang. A seriously surprising find! 

Black Giant Squirrel     Ratufa bicolor 

Four sightings were had in lowland areas. 

Himalayan Striped Squirrel    Tamiops mcclellandii 

This tiny and extremely lively critter was commonly encountered throughout the country. 
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