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Our first 2015 tour to the Brazilian Amazon and Pantanal started and ended with a bang, scoring a 

Giant Anteater on the first day and a super-close Zigzag Heron on the final morning! Not to say 

though, that the rest of the tour wasn't full of great highlights! Quite the opposite. Between these two 

wonderful sightings, we were able to squeeze in an incredible amount of birding, mammal-watching, 

fun, photography, beer and even 'down time'! Highlights included Chestnut-bellied Guan, Bare-faced 

Curassow, Red-legged Seriema, Sunbittern, Sungrebe, Long-tailed Ground Dove, all possible species 

of jacamar, Caatinga Puffbird, Gould's Toucanet, perched Yellow-faced Parrots, Spix's Woodcreeper, 

Ornate Antwren, Banded Antbird a few feet away, Collared Crescentchest, displaying Amazonian 

Umbrellabird, Fiery-capped Manakin, Black-collared Swallow, Scarlet-headed Blackbird, Red-billed 

Pied Tanager and Rose-breasted Chat, Jaguar, Lowland Tapir, Southern Tamandua, Red-nosed 

Bearded Saki and a Brazilian Porcupine! Not to mention reaching 450 species recorded in a little over 

two weeks!  

 

Tour summary 

 

After weighing in at a local buffet restaurant in Cuiabá, just across the road from the airport, we 

immediately made our way south to the Pantanal. The tarred section of road to Poconé didn't provide 

much in the way of bird species, though 4 Seriemas were more than enough to start the official tour 

list! The start of the Transpantaneira, in contrast, was far more productive for numbers and our few 

stops along the road produced a handful of sought-after target species, as well as an introduction to 

several of the Pantanal's common denizens. Of the former, Scarlet-headed Blackbird, Long-tailed 

Ground Dove and Chotoy Spinetail were outstanding, while birds in the latter category included our 

first of many Snail Kites, Ringed and Amazon Kingfishers, Roseate Spoonbill, Grey-necked Wood 

Rail, Cattle Tyrant, Savanna Hawk, Unicolored Blackbird, Yellow-billed Cardinal, Green and Bare-

faced Ibises, Whistling and Capped Herons, Southern Crested Caracara and all three possible stork 

species. Then, along the entrance road to our pousada, we had close looks at a Savanah Hawk and our 

second group of Rhea for the day, before arriving at the parking lot to find a Creamy-bellied Thrush 

and a small party of Rufous Hornero. Only moments after seeing the thrush, however, news came of 

something even more exciting nearby. Rushing back onto the bus we arrived a few moments later to 

lay eyes on our first Giant Anteater of the tour, foraging not far from the roadside. We watched in awe 

as one of these spectacularly bizarre beasts went about foraging for the few remaining moments of 

daylight, with hordes of Nacunda Nighthawks flying over our heads, followed not long after by a 

hunting Aplomado Falcon. A great finish to our first day. 

  

The next morning, we resumed our birding adventure by exploring patches of woodland and open 

fields to the east of Piuval Lodge. There, we made short work of several species on our target list, 

including White-lored Spinetail, Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher, Helmeted 

Manakin, Planalto Slaty Antshrike, Large-billed Antwren, Black-bellied Antbird, Forest Elaenia, noisy 

Chaco Chachalacas, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, Toco Toucan, White-wedged Piculet, Golden-collared 

Macaw, Narrow-billed Woodcreeper, Rufous Cassiornis and White-eyed Attila. We also enjoyed an 

intimate encounter with a pair of Hyacinth Macaws and a few good looks at some very endearing 

Black-tailed Marmosets.  
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 For the afternoon, we headed to the western end of the property, where another mosaic of 

woodland and grasslands yielded our first Chestnut-bellied Guans, better looks at Pale-crested 

Woodpecker and a handful of Mato Grosso Antbirds. We also managed great views of an Undulated 

Tinamou but I think the prize for 'bird family of the afternoon' went to Sunbittern - an adult which we 

were able to admire for a few splendid minutes, right beside the road! Almost as much excitement 

followed at the end of the walk when we managed to plant our vehicle firmly in the mud, only 

moments after sunset. We made the best of it, enjoying views of Venus, Jupiter and flocks of several 

birds waking up or going to roost, including hundreds of Nacunda Nighthawk, a Great Potoo and 

several parrot and ibis species.  

 Our night drive that evening gave us our second potoo species of the night but it was the 

mammals that really stole the show - our second and third Giant Anteaters of the tour, Crab-eating 

foxes, Crab-eating Raccoons and several small herds of Capybara all putting in appearances. Honorable 

mention, of course, goes to the Boat-billed Heron we also saw. 
 

A later breakfast the following morning allowed us to watch the spectacle of the changing of shifts, 

once again. Nacunda Nighthawks floated in from their night time forays, to roost, whilst flocks of 

Buff-necked and Bare-faced Ibis, Spoonbills, herons of all sizes and Snail Kites began their daily 

activities in wetlands right in front of the lodge.  

 Post-breakfast, several parrots had arrived to feed on fruiting trees around the lodge, affording 

us great views of both Golden-chevroned and Peach-fronted Parakeet, while seed-eating doves, 

Greyish Baywings and several finches gathered around the horse feeding troughs for their own early 

breakfast. Good looks at all, and we were shortly on our way south along the remaining stretch of the 

Transpantaneira, stopping at several spots before lunch beside the Pixaim River. These productive 

interruptions, to the otherwise slightly bumpy journey, produced many firsts for the tour, as well as 

some catch-ups for some of the group members. Of the latter, Chestnut-bellied Guan and Scarlet-

headed Blackbird were probably the most appreciated, whilst new birds at the top of the morning's list 

of 'trip birds' included Yellowish Pipit, Rusty-collared Seedeater, Brazilian Teal and Monk Parakeet. 

Around our lunch stop, Long-tailed Doves were much appreciated, as were Scaled Doves, further looks 

at Chotoy Spinetail, Green-barred Woodpecker and King Vulture. 

The final stretch of the road was covered somewhat more quickly than the first, ensuring our 

arrival at Porto Jofre was timed perfectly for us to 'grab' a Fawn-breasted Wren, board our private 

luxury boat for a sunset cruise and to make short foray in our outboard boats to a small tributary of the 

Tres Irmãos River, with Band-tailed Nighthawk being the final trip bird for the day.  
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For the fourth day of our tour, we cruised up and down various rivers in search of Jaguar but 

had no luck with said elusive cat. We did, however, find a few new birds and mammals for the trip - 

Bare-faced Currasow, Black-backed Water Tyrant, Cinereous-breasted Spinetail, Rusty-backed 

Spinetail, Great Antshrike, Orange-backed Troupial, quizzical Giant Otters and Black-and-gold Howler 

Monkeys being the best of the bunch.  

  

Our fifth day, unsurprisingly, began with an air of anxiety so, immediately after another great meal 

aboard our floating hotel, we set off on our speedboats to settle the score that had become the focus of 

all our thoughts and attention. A cruise up the Cuiabá River into some new territory didn't produce 

much so we started heading back down, not long after we left by which time, the first of the other 

Jaguar searchers had then begun to arrive from farther afield. More eyes on the banks and more radios 

to stay in touch with….well, those were my first thoughts.  

Sure enough, we received a radio call only a few moments later – news of a “situation” on a 

nearby river, the Piquiri River. An exciting but anxious dash ended abruptly at the area, where the sight 

of a boat traffic jam, of sorts, was all there was to behold. There, amidst the temporarily organized 

chaos, we trained our eyes to the site of the last known sighting for what must have seemed like an 

eternity for some. Then we spotted it! It walked in and out of view, occasionally pausing to stare at the 

masses of cameras and jostling boats and tourists, before moving further and further along the bank, 

dozens of boats in tow. A few frantic moments, ensuring everyone had the news and their views and it 

was all over. Relief. Joy. And a whole lot of smiles.  

 Elated with that, we decided to make our way upriver, and away from the crowds, already 

happy to call the day a success. Indeed, it would have been by that point but there was more in store. 

Shouting and arm-waving once again, we had found a Tapir swimming across the river! Positioning 

ourselves a little closer, we watched as it swam right by and emerged out the water onto the bank, and 

into the thick bush above it. Now we really needed a bathroom break (!), so we stopped at the Jacaré, 

took a moment to breathe and headed back out onto the water. Calls from more boats drew our course 

back to the Tres Irmãos where we weren't in time for another Jaguar but we did find a Brazilian 

Porcupine resting in a tree – most unexpected mammal of the day, for sure. Finally, just as our morning 

was about to end, we spotted another Jaguar strolling along the shore. Dashing closer, we were able to 

relish a few more views before the arrival of several boats seemingly chased the cat into the shadows 

for good. A hearty lunch and a goodbye to the crew of the Jacaré and we began our return journey 

along the Transpantaneira, ending up at Pousada Curicaca in the early evening. 
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The woodland around Pousada Curicaca played host to our return to birding the following 

morning and much was added to our lists as a result. Beginning with a restless Tropical Screech Owl, 

we went on to see Crimson-headed Woodpecker, Red-billed Scythebill, the local subspecies of Thrush-

like Wren, Variable Oriole and Planalto Woodcreeper, before heading out along a trail behind the 

lodge. There, and along a short section of the entrance road later that morning, we added yet more 

goodies to our list, including Grey-headed Tanager, Purple-throated Euphonia, a delightful pair of 

Band-tailed Antbird, Flavescent Warbler, Pale-legged Hornero, Hoode Tanager and Moustached Wren. 

Things did quiet down by late morning though, and the grey skies prompted us to simply enjoy a few 

cups of coffee while watching the bird feeders. 

 Our afternoon trip saw us transfer to a different pousada for another boat trip. On our way 

there, we had great views of some very attractive Nanday Parakeets, while at the lodge itself, we found 

some Scaly-headed Parrots in a Mango tree and some brazen Chestnut-bellied Guans at the local 

feeding troughs. The boat ride itself was much more relaxed than those we had done prior but the pace 

allowed us to enjoy several views of Sungrebe, and a Neotropical Otter to boot. An evening walk along 

a small stretch of the entrance road to Pousada Curicaca was highlighted by a very close encounter with 

a Tapir and numerous bouncing Pauraques. 
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For our farewell to the Pantanal we took a short stroll along the road through one of the more 

open wetlands in the region. Hundreds of herons, storks, kingfishers and hunting Snail Kites were 

worthy distraction yet again, while another Least Bittern (out in the open!) provided for a moment of 

more serious excitement. The Chapada area was beckoning though... 

 Another big buffet, this time in the town of Chapada dos Guimarães, and a speedy check-in at 

our hotel led us straight into our first birding excursion in the area. The destination was the so-called 

'Manakin Road' where, sure enough, we were soon staring at our first of several manakins – a gorgeous 

little Band-tailed Manakin male! Moments later it was a second species of manakin that grabbed our 

attention, this time the Fiery-capped. We watched and photographed both species at length and then 

moved further along the road to find a small group of Plain Antvireos and to begin what would turn out 

to be nothing short of mission impossible for some – a hunt for Southern Antpipit! Up and down the 

road it dragged us, showing well to some and not at all to others until darkness and a lack of interest on 

the bird's part forced us to make our way back to the bus; not without adding a few more species, 

however! Magpie Tanager, Lettered Aracari, Channel-billed Toucan and Yellow-tufted Woodpecker 

were welcome additions to the list. Thereafter, it was just a brief stop at the Geodésico viewpoint where 

Crested Black Tyrant, Grey Monjita and Wedge-tailed Grass Finch were found easily, while some even 

managed to find a male Blue Finch! 

  

Our first full day in the Chapada dos Guimarães area took us to a section of the Agua Fria track, where 

Collared Crescentchest was the highlight among several other Cerrado birds, including Black-throated 

Saltator, White-eared Puffbird, Shrike-like Tanager, White-rumped Tanager and Rusty-backed 

Antwren. Mid-morning heat then kicked in and we retreated to the shade of the Vale da Bênção road, 

where Sibilant Sirystes, Grey-lined Hawk, Blue Ground Dove and Thick-billed Euphonia became the 

next species to find their way onto our lists. A pre-lunch meander at the Bridal Veil Falls visitors' 

center then provided us with close-ups of Red-and-green Macaws, Chopi Blackbirds (in a 

wheelbarrow), Swallow-tailed Hummingbird, Curl-crested Jay and a Cliff Flycatcher to boot. 

Our afternoon involved an hour-long drive out to another patch of Cerrado, where great new 

birds included Coal-crested Finch, Horned Sungem, Pale-breasted Spinetail and Long-billed Starthroat. 

The main reason for going to the site, however, was not for this selection of birds but rather for one 

special bird. We had made the journey in the hopes of seeing the endangered Yellow-faced Parrot. As 

expected, we didn't see the parrot until the last few moments of the day but that didn't make the wait 

any less anxious. Great views were enjoyed by all, and then it was off to dinner. Cheesecake issues 

notwithstanding. 
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The Geladeira road was our destination the next morning, and we arrived in great time – long 

before the morning heat kicked in. Walking along the road in those early hours, we found a flock of 

obliging Red-bellied Macaws, a pair of Caatinga Puffbird, a pair of Rufous-winged Antshikes, a pair of 

Guira Tanagers, Chapada and Suiriri Flycatchers, Black-faced Tanager, Burnished-buff Tanager and a 

couple of White-tailed Goldenthroats. After that, we popped back to Vale da Bênção again, where we 

found little more than a Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner and a pair of White-shouldered Tanagers. We 

then stopped to have another look at a grebe of previously unknown affinity, before making an 

unscheduled visit to National Park territory – nothing there either.  

 We did have a delicious lunch though, and we were soon back in the swing of things along the 

'Manakin Road'. There, we bumped into a flock of wonderful little Brown Jacamars, another Undulated 

Tinamou, Ruddy Quail-Dove, Cinnamon-throated Hermit, Grey-breasted Sabrewing and the star of the 

show – a nesting Red-necked Woodpecker. Our final stop was at the Geodésico viewpoint, where 

several people caught up with a female Blue Finch. 

  

We decided to try our luck for the next morning at a forested site for a change, opting to take a pre-

breakfast stroll along the Vale da Bênção road. We heard Pavonine Cuckoo again but prize sightings 

went to a pretty cooperative White-backed Fire-eye, our second Channel-billed Toucan and a small 

group of Rusty-margined Guan. Emerging out of the forest, we found Rufous-throated Hummingbird, 

Glittering-bellied Emerald, Crested Becard and Saffron-billed Sparrow (finally!). A relaxed breakfast, 

an even more relaxed (read as: slow) check-out and it was time to drive to the airport for the end of the 

first leg of the tour for some and, sadly, the start of the journey home for others. 

  

Our flight to from Cuiabá departed on time and we soon found ourselves touching down in the hamlet 

of Alta Floresta. Whisked away for a quick stop at a local hotel, we scoped a Bat Falcon and two Blue-

and-yellow Macaws before starting the one-hour journey to the Teles Pires River. Along the way, we 

made a scheduled stop at some Mauritia palms, where three of our targets were found with no trouble 

at all – Point-tailed Palmcreeper, Sulphury Flycacther and Red-bellied Macaw. Neotropical Palm Swift 

had to wait until a few days later for its moment of glory. Not that we minded since the palmcreeper 

sighting was a very special one indeed. Nothing of much interest along either the Teles Pires or 

Cristalino rivers, meant that we were at the lodge with enough time to enjoy a relaxing welcome drink 

and a bit of birding around the lodge. Short-tailed Nighthawk was probably the best bird of that 

excursion, though Blackish Nightjar and a group of Night Monkeys might have won that spot for 

others. 
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Six days to explore the network of trails, river banks and both towers in the Cristalino area is a 

real treat! We began this exploration with a visit to the Cacau Trail and the Secret Garden, on the first 

morning, where we started with a struggle to lay eyes on a White-eyed Antwren – the (re)introduction 

to difficult understory birding thus begun! It also carried on into the rest of the morning but we did 

gather several new birds for our list. Most notable of these were Ornate Antbird (putting on a show for 

us to watch through the scope), Chestnut-backed Antshrike, feeding Crimson-bellied Parakeets, Red-

necked Aracari, Long-tailed Woodcreeper, Cinereous Antshrike, Sclater's Antwren, Grey Antwren, 

Short-tailed Pygmy Tyrant, Helmeted Pygmy Tyrant, Tooth-billed Wren and Rose-breasted Chat.  

Later that day, we paid a visit to the Manakin Trail, where Douglas made quick work of a Blue-

necked Jacamar before we went on to see a Dwarf Tyrant Manakin and the far more impressive Flame-

crested Manakin. A night walk to Tower 1 didn't produce much but a Tawny-bellied Screech Owl, 

perched just outside one of the cabins, more than made up for it. 

  

Our second morning walk, along the Serra 2 Trail, started with an uncooperative Golden-crowned 

Spadebill but went on shortly after to produce a handsome little Snow-capped Manakin, our first 

Paradise Jacamars, Wedge-billed Woodcreeper, White-bellied Tody-Tyrant and White-lored Euphonia. 

We then returned to the lodge before heading on to Tower 1, where Red-billed Pied Tanagers, White-

browed Purpletufts and a White-lored Tyrannulet all put in an appearance.  

A visit to a tower in the morning had only whet our appetite for canopy birding so a visit to 

Tower 2 in the afternoon seemed perfectly fitting. A Brown-banded Puffbird pair was a good reward 

for the choice but a Gould's Toucanet may have won prize for 'bird of the afternoon'. A calling 

Ocellated Poorwill might have won the prize, had it put in an appearance! 

  

The following day was entirely dedicated to tower birding. Unfortunately, activity levels were rather 

disappointing at both towers so the majority of quality and new bird sightings came from trails nearby. 

One of the best of these was a Banded Antbird that had us running down from Tower 2 to the ground, 

where it put on a great show. Other highlights, many of which were seen in a mixed-species flock 

found along the trail from Tower 2 to the river, included White-winged Shrike-Tanager, Bar-breasted 

Piculet, Yellow-throated Woodpecker, Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner, Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo, 

Rondonia Woodcreeper and a flock of Dusky-billed Parrotlets seen coming down to the river bank.  

  

The Serra 1 Trail provided a very interesting change of scenery for our fourth morning at Cristalino, 

not to mention a host of interesting new birds. Starting at the river, just before dawn, we heard a Slaty-

backed Forest Falcon but weren't treated to anything more than a fleeting glimpse as it flew from its 

calling post to a distant tree. We also heard a Great Jacamar shortly after that but that species put on a 

much better show. Moments later it was a Tamandua that grabbed our attention and soon after we were 
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surrounded by activity in the dry woodland atop the hill that gives that trail its name. Several 

hummingbird species were a part of the mix, including Black-eared Fairy, while other species seen 

include Striolated Puffbird, Bright-rumped Attila, a roosting Common Potoo, Blue-necked tanager and  

Red-stained Woodpecker. Walking further along the trail, we then bumped into a White Hawk, before 

descending back into moist forest again. There, White-fronted Nunbird and Pygmy Antwren were new 

birds for the trip.  

Stops at various points along the river thereafter produced Amazonian Antshrike, Amazonian Antwren 

and some perched Santarem Parakeets.  

Antbirds and mixed-species flocks were the pinnacle of our final afternoon walk, along the 

Haffer Trail. Indeed, we stumbled into a flock only moments after stepping off the boat! Staying with 

that flock for a while, we managed to get views of Saturnine Antshrike, Long-winged Antwren, Curve-

billed Scythebill and Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher before it was time to move on. Further down the trail we 

picked up Bamboo Foliage-gleaner, Spix's Woodcreeper, Dot-winged Antwren, Striated Antbird and 

Barred Forest Falcon until, eventually, we reached the end of our walk and another very successful day.  

  

For our final morning in the Cristalino, and of the tour, we decided to bird a few islands in the Teles 

Pires River. Well, that was the plan anyway. We couldn't seem to get away from the lodge jetty and 

even when we did, it was another half hour until we actually got going! The slow-going couldn't have 

been for any better reason though – there were just too many birds around. A Zigzag Heron was the 

first of these, and those that followed included an American Pygmy Kingfisher, a displaying 

Amazonian Umbrellabird, a pair of Cream-coloured Woodpeckers and a Buff-breasted Wren.  

Eventually, making it to the Teles Pires, we were treated to great views of several Ladder-tailed 

Nightjars, nesting Spotted Tody-Flycatchers and Black-collared Swallow before deciding we would 

rather forgo the islands, in favour of a walk along the road to Alta Floresta. Along the walk and the 

drive back to town, we found our first Spot-winged Antshrike, a pair of Red-stained Woodpeckers, 

Bay-headed Tanagers, Flame-crested Tanager, a Double-toothed Kite, Cinnamon-throated 

Woodcreeper, Red-breasted Blackbird and Short-tailed Hawk.  

A little while later, we found ourselves at the airport, filling in the daily log one last time. Then, 

all too soon, it was time to say our goodbyes. All said and done, it was another thoroughly enjoyable 

tour from my perspective, filled with good fun, great people and wonderful sightings. … 

 

Now, for the part you've all been waiting for… 

 

TOP 10 Birds and top 5 mammals of the tour (as voted for by participants): 
 

1. Hyacinth Macaw       6. Gould's Toucanet 

2. Banded Antbird      7. Glossy Antshrike 

3. Sunbittern       8. Yellow-faced Parrot 

4. Zigzag Heron      9. Band-tailed Antbird 

5. Point-tailed Palmcreeper     10. Great Potoo 

 

1. Jaguar 
2. Southern Tamandua 

3. Giant Anteater 

4. Red-nosed Saki 

5. Capybara 

 

Omitted, for whatever reason: Brazilian Porcupine! Voted for but ignored: Bat sp., Roadkill, Hare. 
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Photo Credits: All photos taken, on tour, by Rich Lindie. 

 

Annotated Checklist of Birds Recorded 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 5.2 List of: Gill, F. and Donsker, D (Eds). 2015. 

 

Total species and forms recorded: 463 (including 16 heard only) 

 

Key to abbreviations 

 

I - Introduced 

(H) - Heard Only 

 

 

Tinamous  Tinamidae 

Great Tinamou Tinamus major 

One seen drinking on the shores of the Cristalino River! 

Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulatus 

Seen well during our afternoon walk on the Pousada Piuval property. Commonly heard throughout the 

Pantanal thereafter. Occasionally heard and also seen in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

(H) Brazilian Tinamou Crypturellus strigulosus 

Heard on a couple of occasions at Cristalino. 

Spotted Nothura Nothura maculosa 

Seen very briefly by some of us, during a drive in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

 

Rheas   Rheidae 

Greater Rhea Rhea americana 

Several groups seen at numerous points along the Transpantaneira. 

 

Screamers   Anhimidae 

Southern Screamer Chauna torquata 

These large birds were fairly common in the Pantanal. 

 

Ducks, Geese, Swans   Anatidae 

White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

A couple of small flocks seen just as we were leaving the Pantanal. 

Black-bellied Whistling Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis 

Fairly numerous in the Pantanal. 

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 

Encountered almost daily in the Pantanal and on a couple of occasions in the Cristalino area. 

Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis 

Seen on three days, all during our time in the Pantanal. 

 

Chachalacas, Curassows & Guans   Cracidae 

Chaco Chachalaca Ortalis canicollis 

Common in the Pantanal. 

Rusty-margined Guan Penelope supercilliaris 

A small group seen on our final morning in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 
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Spix's Guan Penelope jacquacu 

A handful of encounters in the Cristalino area. 

Chestnut-bellied Guan Penelope ochrogaster 

Great views of several at the Pousada Rio Claro livestock troughs! 

Blue-throated Piping Guan Pipile cumanensis 

Good numbers seen in the Pantanal. 

Red-throated Piping Guan Pipile cujubi 

Several seen well in the Cristalino area. 

Razor-billed Curassow Mitu tuberosum 

Great views of a few in the Cristalino area. 

Bare-faced Curassow Crax fasciolata 

Habituated pairs of this fabulous bird were seen at Pousada Curicaca and Cristalino. Other, wilder, 

individuals were seen in the Pantanal and along the Cristalino River. 

 

Grebes   Podicipedidae 

Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus 

A singleton seen twice (at least we think so), in the Chapada area. 

 

Storks   Ciconiidae 

Wood Stork Mycteria americana 

Abundant in the Pantanal. 

Maguari Stork Ciconia maguari 

One of the first birds seen on the tour, though our best views were of a single bird seen on the third day 

of the tour. 

Jabiru Jabiru mycteria 

Another common denizen of the Pantanal. 

 

Ibises, Spoonbills   Threskiornithidae 

Plumbeous Ibis Theristicus caerulescens 

Seen almost daily in the Pantanal. 

Buff-necked Ibis Theristicus caudatus 

Also seen frequently in the Pantanal. 

Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis 

Seen almost daily in the Pantanal and the Cristalino area. 

Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus 

Common in the Pantanal too. 

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 

Seen throughout the Pantanal, on all but one of our days there. 

 

Herons, Bitterns   Ardeidae 

Rufescent Tiger Heron Tigrisoma lineatum 

Big numbers of these throughout the Pantanal. A handful in the Cristalino area. 

Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius 

A couple of great sightings in the Pantanal, including one during a night drive. 

Zigzag Heron Zebrilus undulatus 

Mixed feelings about this one for me – whilst some of us consider our encounter with this species one 

of the highlights of the trip, others missed out completely. Regardless, bumping into this difficult 

species and getting such great views was a very unexpected surprise! 
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Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis 

We worked patiently, albeit anxiously, to get looks at this species, only to find one (the same 

individual?) perched atop some Water Hyacinth a few days later! This was, of course, in the Pantanal. 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

Commonly seen in the Pantanal. 

Striated Heron Butorides striata 

Also common in the Pantanal.  

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Common in the Pantanal and other agricultural areas outside the region. 

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi 

Commonly encountered in the Pantanal. 

Great Egret Ardea alba 

Very common in the Pantanal. 

Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus 

First encountered just before our arrival at Pousada Piuval, on the first day of the tour. 

Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix 

Also first encountered just before our arrival at Pousada Piuval. Several more seen thereafter. 

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 

Small numbers seen throughout the Pantanal. 

Snowy Egret Egretta thula 

Another commonly encountered Pantanal species. 

 

Cormorants, Shags   Phalacrocoracidae 

Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

Commonly recorded in the Pantanal. 

 

Anhingas, Darters   Anhingidae 

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 

Encountered almost daily. 

 

New World Vultures   Cathartidae 

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 

Small numbers of this widespread vulture were observed throughout the main tour. 

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus 

Ubiquitous in the Pantanal.  

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus 

Recorded daily in the Cristalino area. 

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 

Seen almost daily. 

King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa 

Several birds seen in flight, on at least four days. 

 

Ospreys   Pandionidae 

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

A single bird seen over the Cristalino River, on the final morning of the tour. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles   Accipitridae 

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 
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First sighted in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. Best views, however, were of a small group above the 

grounds of the Alta Floresta hotel, on the final morning of the tour. 

Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus 

One, seen perched near the road on our final morning in the southern Amazon. 

Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea 

First seen near the hotel in Alta Floresta. 

Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis 

Small numbers seen daily in the Pantanal. 

Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis 

Pleasantly abundant in the Pantanal. 

Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens 

This long-legged hawk was seen well on 4 days of the tour – reminded us very much of the African 

Harrier Hawk in its behaviour. 

Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis 

This attractive hawk was also almost daily in the Pantanal. 

Great Black Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga 

Fairly frequently encountered throughout the Pantanal and on several occasions along the Cristalino 

River. 

Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 

This familiar Neotropical raptor was seen in small numbers, throughout the tour. 

White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus 

Groups of three seen on a handful of occasions in the Pantanal. Others noted along the road between 

Alta Floresta and the Teles Pires River. 

Grey-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus 

First seen well during our first morning in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus 

One individual seen well during our return drive to Alta Floresta.  

 

Seriemas   Cariamidae 

Red-legged Seriema Cariama cristata 

First seen on our drive from Cuiabá to Poconé. A really 'cool' bird and a new family for most on the 

bus. 

 

Sunbittern   Eurypygidae 

Sunbittern Eurypyga helias 

This great bird, also monotypic, was a pleasantly regular sight along the Cristalino River. Our first, 

however, was a much-admired single at Pousada Piuval. 

 

Finfoots   Heliornithidae 

Sungrebe Heliornis fulica 

Despite their habit of disappearing into riverside undergrowth before providing everyone a view, we all 

saw several during our trip. Most of our encounters were, of course, along the Rio Claro. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots   Rallidae 

Grey-necked Wood Rail Aramides cajanea 

Daily sightings in the Pantanal, followed by a few more at Cristalino. 

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus 

A handful seen in the Pantanal. 
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Limpkin   Aramidae 

Limpkin Aramus guarauna 

Common in the Pantanal, where its cries also became familiar. 

 

Stilts, Avocet   Recurvirostridae 

White-backed (Black-necked) Stilt Himantopus melanurus 

Seen almost daily in the Pantanal. 

 

Plovers   Charadriidae 

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis 

A very common bird throughout the first half of the tour. 

Collared Plover Charadrius collaris 

A handful seen over two days in the Pantanal. 

Pied Plover Hoploxypterus cayanus 

Several of these striking waders were seen on the bigger sandbars in the Pantanal and along the Teles 

Pires River. 

 

Jacanas   Jacanidae 

Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana 

Wonderfully common in the Pantanal. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers   Laridae 

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 

Small groups and individuals seen daily during our time cruising along the Cuiabá River and some of 

its tributaries.  

Yellow-billed Tern Sternula superciliaris 

This elegant little tern was also commonly seen in the same areas as the above species. A few were also 

seen on the Teles Pires River. 

Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex 

As with the above species. 

 

Pigeons, Doves   Columbidae 

Common Pigeon Columba livia 

Noted on one day, from Alta Floresta town. 

Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa 

A few sightings, one of which was during our second morning in the Chapada area, when I scoped one 

in the distance. 

Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro 

Particularly common in the Pantanal, smaller numbers thereafter. 

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 

Seen on three days, during our time in the Pantanal, with several seen along the Rio Claro. 

Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea 

A few spotted during boat trips on the Cristalino River, others seen from the towers. 

Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 

Seen from tower 1. 

Scaled Dove Scardafella squammata 
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This ornate little dove was seen well at the Mato Grosso Hotel. 

Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti 

Common at all sites, except Cristalino. 

Picui Ground Dove Columbina picui 

A few seen in the Pantanal, most notably at the Mato Grosso Hotel. 

Long-tailed Ground Dove Uropelia campestris 

Another beautiful, tiny dove seen well at the Mato Grosso Hotel. 

White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 

Encountered daily in good numbers in the Pantanal. 

Ruddy Quail-Dove Geotrygon montana 

Seen along the 'Manakin Road' in Chapada dos Guimarães. 

 

Cuckoos   Cuculidae 

Guira Cuckoo Guira guira 

Gangs of these curious, social cuckoos were frequently observed in the Pantanal. 

Greater Ani Crotophaga major 

Spotted on just two days, both during our time in the Pantanal. 

Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 

One of the most regularly encountered birds of our tour, highest numbers seen in the Pantanal. 

(H) Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia 

Heard on a couple of occasions while we were roadside-birding on our trip from Porto Joffre to 

Pousada Curicaca. 

(H) Pavonine Cuckoo Dromococcyx pavoninus 

Unfortunately, also only heard – along the Vale da Bênção Road. 

Little Cuckoo Coccycua minuta 

It took a little work and patience but we eventually teased one out of cover during one of our roadside 

stops on the Transpantaneira. 

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 

Scattered sightings at all three major locations visited. 

 

Owls   Strigidae 

Tropical Screech Owl Megascops choliba 

Our first encounter, on our first morning at Pousada Curicaca, was frustratingly brief so I 'put' one on a 

low branch near the swimming pool later that day – where it stayed for ages! 

Tawny-bellied Screech Owl Megascops watsonii 

After unsuccessfully pulling one in for views on a night walk to Tower 1 at Cristalino, we were thrilled 

to just bump into one, perched at eye level, just outside one of the cabins, for 15 minutes, later that 

same evening!  

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl Glaucidium brasilianum 

A single bird was first heard and then seen very well by some on the first morning of the tour, in the 

grounds of Pousada Piuval. 

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 

Admired at very close range on a few occasions during our first day in the Chapada dos Guimarães 

area. Really great little birds! 

 

Potoos   Nyctibiidae 

Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis 

After great looks at one, shortly after finding ourselves stuck in the mud at Pousada Piuval, we were 
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treated to two together, roosting in a tree near the Pousada Curicaca restaurant. 

Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus 

Also seen at night in the Pantanal but our best views were of one on a day-roost along the Serra 1 trail, 

in the Cristalino area. 

 

Nightjars   Caprimulgidae 

Nacunda Nighthawk Podager nacunda 

Big flocks of this very distinctive Nighthawk were seen on a few occasions near Porto Joffre. 

Short-tailed Nighthawk Leurocalis semitorquatus 

Single and pairs (?) seen hawking over Cristalino Lodge and along the river nearby. 

Band-tailed Nighthawk Nyctiprogne leucopyga 

Seen in impressive numbers, at dusk and dawn, hawking insects over smaller tributaries of the Cuiabá 

River. 

Blackish Nightjar Caprimulgus nigrescens 

Great views of several around (and on!) our rooms at Cristalino. 

Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis 

The most commonly encountered nightjar, throughout the tour. 

Ladder-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis climacocerca 

Around four or five seen on our visit to a small, vegetated sandbar/island in the Teles Pires River. 

Scissor-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis torquata 

Two seen (one from each vehicle), shortly after we were rescued from our muddy situation at Pousada 

Piuval – in “the field”!! 

(H) Ocellated Poorwill Nyctiphrynus ocellatus 

Disappointingly, despite apparently raising interest from one of these great birds (at the base of Tower 

2), we were unable to draw it in for views. 

Rufous Nightjar Antrostomus rufus 

One seen during our return to the Jacaré, on the evening of our full day on the Cuiabá River. 

 

Swifts   Apodidae 

White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 

At least some, if not most, of the swifts seen wheeling above and around the Geodésico Viewpoint in 

Chapada were of this species. 

Pale-rumped Swift Chaetura egregia 

This species was positively identified on one day in the Cristalino area. 

Grey-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris 

Seen daily in the Cristalino area – mostly over the river near the lodge. 

Chapman’s Swift Chaetura meridionalis 

Just the one sighting – from the Geladeira road in Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura 

This, Old-World spinetail-like swift, was seen in the Cristalino area on a few occasions. 

Neotropical (Fork-tailed) Palm Swift Tachornis squamata 

One of the four targets we successfully picked up at a patch of Mauritia palms between Alta Floresta 

and the Teles Pires River. 

 

Hummingbirds   Trochilidae 

Planalto Hermit Phaethornis pretrei 

One gave very brief views during our early morning visit to a patch of open savannah along the 

Geladeira road, Chapada dos Guimarães. 
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Cinnamon-throated Hermit Phaethornis nattereri 

A few of us who were late in leaving the Red-necked Woodpecker nest saw one of these birds very 

well. 

Grey-breasted Sabrewing Campylopterus largipennis 

At least one was seen in a large flowering tree along the 'Manakin Road', in Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Swallow-tailed Hummingbird Eupetomena macroura 

A couple showed well in the Chapada, starting with one near the bathrooms at Bridal Veil Falls. 

White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora 

A few seen in the Cristalino area, including one along the Serra 1 trail and another on the edge of the 

Cristalino River (on our final morning there). 

Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis 

Both males and females seen at various sites within the Cristalino reserve. 

Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata 

We also saw both sexes of this species, some of which showed very well in the Chapada dos 

Guimarães area. 

Rufous-throated Sapphire Hylocharis sapphirina 

One female sat long enough for us all to see well during our final hour of birding in the Chapada dos 

Guimarães area. 

White-tailed Goldenthroat Polytmus guainumbi 

A few individuals, of both sexes, seen in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Versicolored Emerald Amazilia versicolor 

One seen at the viewpoint along the Serra 1 trail. 

Glittering-throated Emerald Amazilia fimbriata 

Several encounters in the Pantanal, some at close-range. 

Black-eared Fairy Heliothryx auritus 

A few sightings, shared between the Chapada dos Guimarães area and Cristalino. 

Horned Sungem Heliactin bilophus 

A female popped into view for a few of us at the Yellow-faced Parrot site, followed by a male that did 

the same the following day. 

Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris 

A few perched individuals in the Chapada area. 

Amethyst Woodstar Calliphlox amethystina 

At least two seen in the Cristalino area. 

 

Trogons   Trogonidae 

Black-tailed Trogon Trogon melanurus 

One pitched up, and was seen through the scope, during one of our attempts to locate a calling 

Cinereous Mourner along the trail to Tower 1. 

Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis 

We successfully tracked down and scoped the same individual on three occasions, for all to enjoy a 

view, shortly after our encounter with the above species. Note that this species was split from White-

tailed Trogon. 

Amazonian Trogon Trogon ramonianus 

One of these birds on both visits to Tower 2 at Cristalino – probably the same individual. 

Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui 

A handful of encounters, shared between the Pantanal and the Chapada. 

 

Kingfishers   Alcedinidae 
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American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea 

Seen on five days of the tour, two of which were at Cristalino, where one was even seen from the lodge 

jetty. Unfortunately, some of us had bad luck (seemingly long-term) with this species, so not all of us 

actually got to grips with it. 

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda 

An individual was (finally!) found at Cristalino, at the jetty there, though not everyone was there to see 

it. Fortunately, and in no small part due to a concerted search, we all saw one the next morning – 

eleventh-hour stuff. 

Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana 

Recorded every day in the Pantanal and on a few days in the Cristalino area. 

Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona 

Along with the next species the most common on the tour and seen almost daily. 

Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata 

This very large species was pleasantly common throughout the tour. 

 

Motmots   Momotidae 

Amazonian Motmot Momotus momota 

Heard and glimpsed at Jardim da Amazonia, before we enjoyed great sightings during one of the 

Caiman Reserve walks. 

(H) Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum 

Heard during our pre-dawn walk to Tower 2, just before a Southern Tamandua grabbed our attention. 

 

Jacamars   Galbulidae 

Brown Jacamar Brachygalba lugubris 

A small party of these super-long-billed 'cuties' were seen above and on (!) the 'Manakin Road', 

Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Blue-necked Jacamar Galbula cyanicollis 

Douglas called in one of these gorgeous birds during our walk along the Manakin Trail. 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda 

Encountered almost daily in the Pantanal and on one day in the Chapada area. 

Bronzy Jacamar Galbula leucogastra 

A small flock seen near Saleiro 2 in the Cristalino area – a lifer for Douglas! 

Paradise Jacamar Galbula dea 

Two spotted while we were standing around waiting for a Black-faced Antbird to NOT come in. More 

seen around Cristalino lodge itself. 

Great Jacamar Jacamerops aureus 

Spotted along the trail to Tower 2, also just before we bumped into a Southern Tamandua. 

 

Puffbirds   Bucconidae 

White-necked Puffbird Notharcus hyperrhynchus 

Seen at a distance from Tower 2. 

Brown-banded Puffbird Notharcus ordii 

A pair, perched near the top of Tower 2, for quite some time. 

White-eared Puffbird Nystalus chacuru 

A few good sightings, spread over two days in the Chapada area. 

Striolated Puffbird Nystalus striolatus 

Great views of a single bird near the viewpoint along the Serra 1 trail. 

Caatinga Puffbird Nystalus maculatus 
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Clive picked up a pair of 'different puffbirds' along the Geladeira road (in the Chapada area) which 

turned out to be this species. Fortunately, they remained for several minutes, affording us all great 

views of a rather unexpected and much-appreciated bonus!  

Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons 

Seen almost daily. 

White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus 

At least two individuals seen along the Serra 1 trail. 

Swallow-wing [ed Puffbird] Chelidoptera tenebrosa 

Common along the Cristalino River. 

 

New World Barbets  Capitonidae 

Black-girdled Barbet Capito dayi 

One male, perched near Tower 1. 

 

Toucans  Ramphastidae 

Lettered Aracari Pteroglossus inscriptus 

One small group seen along the 'Manakin Road' (Chapada dos Guimarães). Several others seen around 

Cristalino, mostly from the towers. 

Red-necked Aracari Pteroglossus bitorquatus 

A couple of good sightings at Cristalino. 

Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis 

Not uncommon during our time in the Pantanal. 

Curl-crested Aracari Pteroglossus beauharnaessii 

We had several encounters with these fantastic little toucans at Cristalino. 

Gould's Toucanet Selenidera gouldii 

One of these often-inconspicuous birds spent almost an hour in a fruiting tree next to Tower 2, during 

our first visit there. Much to the delight of the photographers, of course! 

Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus 

First seen briefly along the 'Manakin Road' in Chapada dos Guimarães, whilst our best views were of 

another along the Vale da Bênção road, a few days later. 

Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco 

Seen daily in the Pantanal, though it was evident that nobody grew tired of seeing it! 

White-throated Toucan Ramphastos tucanus 

A regular sight at Cristalino, most notably from the towers, where several were seen calling in the late 

afternoons and early mornings. 

 

Woodpeckers   Picidae 

Bar-breasted Piculet Picumnus aurifrons 

We 'taped in' a pair of these busy little birds during our mid-morning walk along the trail from Tower 2 

to the river. Others were seen on subsequent days. 

White-wedged Piculet Picumnus albosquamatus 

We had great views of this tiny woodpecker on our first full day in the Pantanal. 

White Woodpecker Melanerpes candidus 

Several sightings in the Pantanal, where they apparently aren't averse to clinging to concrete poles! 

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus 

Great views of several, beginning with a group of three demonstrative birds along the 'Manakin Road' 

in Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus 
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A handful seen, over four scattered days, during our time in the Pantanal and Chapada. 

Red-stained Woodpecker Veniliornis affinis 

One restless individual was seen briefly, near the Serra 1 viewpoint. Two more showed very well, in a 

mixed-species flock, along the road from the Teles Pires River to Alta Floresta. 

Yellow-throated Woodpecker Piculus flavigula 

A couple of these striking woodpeckers was seen, on and off, in the mixed-species flock that we 

bumped into during our walk from Tower 2, back to the river. 

(H) Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros 

Unfortunately, though we heard this species from both towers on several occasions, we never obtained 

any views. 

Green-barred Woodpecker Colaptes melanochloros 

One, seen well in the grounds of the Mato Grosso Hotel. 

Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris 

A common sight in the Pantanal. 

(H) Scaly-breasted Woodpecker Celeus grammicus 

Also heard on several occasions, mostly from the towers at Cristalino. 

Pale-crested Woodpecker Celeus lugubris 

Two great sightings during our time at Pousada Piuval. 

Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus 

This was one of several great birds that we saw on our final morning at the Cristalino jetty!  

(H) Ringed Woodpecker Celeus torquatus 

We heard this species along the Serra 1 trail, during our effort to see Natterer's Slaty Antshrike. 

Lineated Woodpecker Campephilus lineatus 

A couple of sightings, including one along the Vale da Bênção road in Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Red-necked Woodpecker Campephilus rubricollis 

Unforgettable views of an adult near its nest in the Chapada area, followed by two more on our final 

morning's walk. 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos 

Seen at and near a nest cavity in the grounds of Pousada Curicaca. 

 

Caracaras, Falcons   Falconidae 

Black Caracara Daptrius ater 

Seen well on rocks near the Cristalino jetty. 

Southern Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 

Encountered ALMOST daily!  

Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima 

A handful seen on the first three days of the tour. 

Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans 

Two good sightings – one in the Pantanal, the other along the Vale da Bênção road in Chapada dos 

Guimarães. 

Barred Forest Falcon Micrastur ruficollis 

One of these sneaky buggers put in a brief appearance during our last few moments on the Haffer trail 

at Cristalino. Unfortunately, it was so brief that only a few of us got to see it. 

(H) Cryptic Forest Falcon Micrastur mintoni 

Several heard during our time at Cristalino. 

(H) Slaty-backed Forest Falcon Micrastur mirandollei 

One heard along the Serra 1 trail, just before sunrise. 

American Kestrel      Falco sparverius 
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A few sightings, shared between the Pantanal and the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis 

One of the first species recorded on the tour, though its brief appearance over our heads was 

overshadowed by the Giant Anteater we were watching at the time! 

Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis 

Recorded on almost every day of the tour. 

 

Parrots   Psittacidae 

Hyacinth Macaw Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus 

Thankfully still a common sight in the Pantanal, where we had several wonderful encounters on a daily 

basis. A truly spectacular bird and a brilliant icon, not only of the Pantanal but also conservation efforts 

in the area. 

Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna 

Another beautiful parrot, and another that we enjoyed several encounters with! 

Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloropterus 

Unforgettable views at the Bridal Veil Falls in Chapada dos Guimarães, among several other sightings. 

Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus 

Spotted from both towers, though only by some of us and no individuals were seen perched. 

Red-bellied Macaw Orthopsittaca manilata 

Two seen well in the Mauritia palms along the Alta Floresta – Teles Pires road. 

Blue-winged Macaw Primolius maracana 

A handful of sightings during our first full day in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Golden (Yellow)-collared Macaw Primolius auricollis 

Several individuals, pairs and small groups seen in the Pantanal – both perched and in flight. 

Red-shouldered Macaw Diopsittaca nobilis 

Great views of a small group, along the Geladeira road in the Chapada dos Guimarães area, during our 

search for Rufous-winged Antshrike. 

Nanday Parakeet Nandayus nenday 

This attractive parakeet was seen at close-range along the Pousada Rio Claro entrance road. 

Peach-fronted Parakeet Eupsittula aurea 

Commonly seen throughout the Pantanal and Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucopthalmus 

Though we saw relatively few individuals perched (our first good looks were at Cristalino), countless 

numbers were seen in flight, particularly in the Chapada area. 

Crimson-bellied Parakeet Pyrrhula perlata 

Surprisingly good numbers seen in the Cristalino area. 

Santarem Parakeet  Pyrrhula amazonum 

At least one great sighting – of a small group gathering around the clay bank just downriver from the 

Cristalino jetty. 

Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 

Common in the Pantanal, where numerous colonies were nesting near the Transpantaneira. 

Dusky-billed Parotlet Forpus modestus 

Great views of these minute parrots – feeding at an equally minute clay lick along the Cristalino River. 

Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri 

Plenty seen well in the Pantanal, beginning with a flock seen in the grounds of the Pousada Piuval. 

Golden-winged Parakeet Brotogeris chrysoptera 

Small groups seen along the Serra 1 trail. 

White-bellied Parrot Pionites leucogaster 
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Surprisingly few seen during our time at Cristalino, and none seen at close range! For those who did 

see any, all noteworthy sightings came from the towers. 

Orange-cheeked Parrot Pyrilia barrabandi 

A lucky few of us saw this species from the towers at Cristalino. 

Yellow-faced Parrot Alipiopsitta xanthops 

A handful seen in flight, one seen perched – all in a remote corner of the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

A definite highlight of the entire tour, our brief time with this species was well worth the journey and 

the wait. Though we expected to only see any at dusk, a sighting was by no means guaranteed and 

those last few moments of daylight were anxious, to say the least.  

Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus 

Commonly recorded in the southern Amazon. 

Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani 

A small group, found by Shailesh, in their favorite Mango tree at Pousada Rio Claro. 

Turquoise (Blue)-fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva 

Not an uncommon sight during our time in the Pantanal. 

Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica 

Less common than the previous species during our visit but also seen on several days, in the Pantanal. 

Red-fan Parrot Deroptyus accipitrinus 

A few small flocks seen from Tower 2. 

 

Ovenbirds   Furnariidae 

Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus 

A few individuals seen in riverside habitat at Pousada Curicaca and along the Claro River. 

Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus 

One of the most common species encountered during the main tour. 

Chotoy Spinetail Schoeniophylax phryganophilus 

A rather aberrant but attractive spinetail, seen on the first day of the tour and during our walk around 

the Mato Grosso Hotel grounds, two days later. 

Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens 

Singles seen, over the course of two days, in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Cinereous-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis hypospodia 

Small groups and pairs seen in riverside habitat during several of our boat trips in the Port Jofre area. 

White-lored Spinetail Synallaxis albilora 

One of the first targets to fall on the tour, and one of the first birds seen on our morning walk at 

Pousada Piuval. 

Rusty-backed Spinetail Cranioleuca vulpina 

Also encountered during several of our boat trips in the Porto Jofre area. 

Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomeus 

Seen almost daily in the Pantanal, though some of us had to wait a few days for a decent look. 

Greater Thornbird Phacellodomus ruber 

Seen or heard on several occasions during our time in the Pantanal. 

Grey-crested Cacholote Pseudoseisura unirufa 

This unusual species was seen on several occasions in the Pantanal. 

Point-tailed Palmcreeper Berlepschia rikeri 

With much anticipation, we stopped our bus at a patch of Mauritia between Alta Floresta and the Teles 

Pires River, specifically to search for four birds, one of which was this species. Fortunately, however, 

we didn't have long to wait until we found one, much to the delight of all in the group. An outstanding 

bird in its own right and a highlight of the trip! 
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Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner Philydor ruficaudatum 

A couple, seen in a mixed-species flock along the trail between Tower 2 and the river. 

Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Philydor rufum 

At least one, in a mixed flock found along the Vale da Bênção road. 

Bamboo Foliage-gleaner Anabazenops dorsalis 

Douglas called one in, for very good views, along the Haffer Trail, in the Cristalino area. 

Plain Xenops Xenops minutus 

A couple of us got this species during our time at Cristalino. 

White-chinned Woodcreeper Dendrocincla merula 

One, possibly two, individuals seen near the end of our walk along the Haffer Trail. 

Long-tailed Woodcreeper Deconychura longicauda 

Great views of one along the Cacao Trail, Cristalino. 

(H) Spot-throated Woodcreeper Deconychura stictolaema 

Heard only, on a couple of occasions during our time at Cristalino. 

Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus 

This distinctive woodcreeper showed well on three occasions during our time on the Pousada Piuval 

property. 

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorhynchus spirurus 

Also encountered on a few occasions, all of which were during our time at Cristalino. 

(H) Long-billed Woodcreeper Nasica longirostris 

Heard during our final morning at Cristalino – during that action-packed hour at the lodge jetty! 

Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper Dentrexetastes rufigula 

One showy adult seen along the road between the Teles Pires River and Alta Florest, on the final 

morning of the tour. 

Great Rufous Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes major 

Several seen in the Pantanal, including a group of three or four that were present in the grounds of 

Pousada Curicaca on both mornings spent there. 

Planalto Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes platyrostris 

First seen in the grounds of the Pousada Curicaca. 

Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus 

One of the first species seen on the tour – early in the morning on our first walk around the Pousada 

Piuval reserve. 

Striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus obsoletus 

Called in, for good looks, just before we climbed back in to the boat after our walk along the Haffer 

Trail, Cristalino. 

Spix's Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus spixii 

Two, also called in along the Haffer Trail – though not everyone saw it. 

Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus 

A handful in total found in all three major areas visited, the first of which was at Pousada Piuval. 

Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris 

This distinctive woodcreeper was also first seen at Pousada Piuval, shortly before we returned to the 

lodge from our morning walk there. 

Rondonia Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes fuscicapillus 

Great close-ups from the platform on Tower 2. Note that this species was split from Lineated 

Woodcreeper. 

Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris 

We enjoyed excellent views of this impressive species in the grounds of the Pousada Piuval, near the 

swimming pool. 
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Curve-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus falcularius 

One of the first species we bumped into during our walk along the Haffer Trail.  

 

Antbirds   Thamnophilidae 

Great Antshrike Taraba major 

A few good sightings in the Porto Jofre area, the first of which was of a male, seen from our boats, 

along a small tributary of the Cuiabá River. 

Glossy Antshrike Sakesphorus luctuosus 

Given the memorable performance we witnessed from a pair of these birds, and the fact that the species 

is endemic to Brazil, it's no wonder this species made its way into the top 10 list! Our sighting was, of 

course, along the edge of the Cristalino River, shortly before we started the Haffer Trail. 

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus 

Several sightings in the Pantanal and Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Chestnut-backed Antshrike Thamnophilus palliatus 

We had pretty good looks at this species, shortly after spending some time admiring an Ornate 

Antwren through the scope, along the Cacao Trail at Cristalino. 

Natterer's Slaty Antshrike Thamnophilus stictocephalus 

It took some patience but we all ended up with great views of a male of this species on the Serra 1 Trail 

at Cristalino. 

Planalto Slaty Antshrike Thamnophilus pelzelni 

Another species that required a little time and patience to see – that time, however, we were on a trail 

in the Pousada Piuval area. 

Amazonian Antshrike Thamnophilus amazonicus 

One very demonstrative male seen at a riverside stop along the Cristalino River. 

Rufous-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus torquatus 

After several frustrating moments trying to spot a fairly distant and well-hidden pair of these birds, we 

were thrilled to find them just a few meters from the road, only minutes later. This was along the 

Geladeira Road in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis 

Sighted a couple of times along the 'Manakin Road' in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Saturnine Antshrike Thamnomanes saturninus 

This was one of the first birds seen in the mixed-species flock that we found along the Haffer Trail. 

Cinereous Antshrike Thamnomanes caesius 

Several heard but just one good view to report – of a male, seen just off the trail from the Cristalino 

lodge grounds to Tower 1. 

Spot-winged Antshrike Pygiptila stellaris 

We worked on this species for quite some time before we saw it – something that seemed rather 

anticlimactic in the end...what an effort! Still, another trip bird it was, and another that we added during 

our final morning walk along the road to Alta Floresta.  

White-eyed Antwren Epinecrophylla leucopthalma 

Hard to forget our encounters with this species, given that we tried, and failed, to see pale eyes on 

several occasions. Well, most of us did anyway. All sightings, of course, came from the Cristalino area. 

Ornate Antwren Epinecrophylla ornata 

Not every day that one gets multiple turns to view this species through the scope, calling and 

displaying all of its features, but we had such luck. Also only seen at Cristalino, specifically along the 

Cacao Trail. 

Pygmy Antwren Myrmotherula brachyura 

Serra 1 Trail, Cristalino. The standard experience with this species – one moving about restlessly in a 
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dense vine tangle above our heads!  

Amazonian Streaked Antwren Myrmotherula multostriata 

Cristalino River. A couple of sightings, the best of which was of a pair that we taped in from the boat. 

Sclater's Antwren Myrmotherula sclateri 

Great looks at this species along the Cacao Trail, on our first morning at Cristalino. 

Long-winged Antwren Myrmotherula longipennis 

We called one of these in, for great close-ups, shortly after we bumped into our first mixed-species 

flock along the Haffer Trail. 

Grey Antwren Myrmotherula menetriesii 

Also called in for great views – during our session with the mixed-species flock that we encountered 

during our return from Tower 2 to the river. 

Banded Antbird Dichrozona cincta 

As my top birds weren’t added to the group vote, I was thrilled to see this species made it in regardless. 

Dashing down the tower to position ourselves in the dense understory was well worth it for the show 

we were given – a truly minute antbird with bold markings and an even bolder attitude! 

Large-billed Antwren Herpsilochmus longirostris 

A handful of encounters in the Pantanal. 

Rufous-winged Antwren Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus 

We had a surprisingly hard time snatching good views of this species during our time at Cristalino. 

Those of you that did manage such a feat will remember where it was. Those of you that didn't might 

just remember the various 'calling bushes' that we encountered, most notably on our first walk – along 

the Cacao Trail. 

Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias quixensis 

A rather action-packed birding session along the Haffer Trail included a bout of decent views of this 

species in full song. 

Black-bellied Antwren Formicivora melanogaster 

Good looks at a pair, at Pousada Piuval. 

Rusty-backed Antwren Formicivora rufa 

Great looks at a pair of these beauties during our walk back to the bus from the site of our first 

crescentchest sighting. 

Striated Antwren Drymophila devillei 

It required a lot of perseverance but those who tried did eventually get on to the restless, singing bird 

that was found along the Haffer Trail.  

Grey Antbird Cercomacra cinerascens 

This was the grey belly and a tail with white feather tips that we called in along the Cacao Trail and 

heard on several other occasions at Cristalino. 

Mato Grosso Antbird Cercomacra melanaria 

A pair of these range-restricted antbirds was seen well at Pousada Piuval, albeit after some significant 

effort. Unsurprisingly, several more popped into view, out in the open and without provocation, on 

several subsequent days! 

White-backed Fire-eye Pyriglena leuconata 

Frustratingly brief glimpses along the Vale da Bênção road were reason enough to return there after our 

first visit. Fortunately, our second encounter was much more satisfying. 

Band-tailed Antbird Hypocnemoides maculicauda 

A well-behaved, very demonstrative pair seen during our walk along the river at Pousada Curicaca was 

a real treat! Worth mentioning, however, is that several more were bumped into at Cristalino. 

Silvered Antbird Sclateria naevia 

We lucked upon one of these during one of our Glossy Antshrike searches, near to the Cristalino jetty. 
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Crescentchests  Melanopareiidae 

Collared Crescentchest Melanopareia torquata 

Two excellent views of this species, both of which were of calling birds. 

 

Tyrant Flycatchers  Tyrannidae 

(H) Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris 

Heard on several occasions at Cristalino. 

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet  Tyrannulus elatus 

An interesting specific name, given how elated people must be to finally see one of the hundreds that 

seem to be calling all around! Indeed, our experience was no different. 

Forest Elaenia Myiopagus gaimardii 

First seen during our morning walk at Pousada Piuval. 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster 

At least one individual seen along the Geladeira road, Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Large Elaenia Elaenia spectabilis 

One – at 'the bar' along the Geladeira road. 

Plain-crested Elaenia Elaenia cristata 

A couple of sightings along the Geladeira road. 

White-lored Tyrannulet Ornithion inerme 

One active and vocal bird seen from the platform on Tower 1. 

Southern Beardless Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum 

First seen in the Pantanal. 

Suiriri Flycatcher Suiriri suiriri 

At least one, possibly two, seen along the Geladeira road. 

Chapada Flycatcher Suiriri islerorum 

One, also along the Geladeira road. 

Southern Antpipit  Corythopis delalandi 

Seen well by some, almost completely missed by others, along the 'Manakin Road' in the Chapada dos 

Guimarães area. 

?Amazonian Scrub Flycatcher  Sublegatus obscurior 

According to some, we saw an individual of this species from Tower 2. 

Southern Scrub Flycatcher  Sublegatus modestus 

A few of us stayed behind during our walk along the 'Yellow-faced Parrot Road' to resolve the ID on a 

tyrant flycatcher we had seen moments before, we were able to see it again and confirm that it was this 

species. 

White-bellied Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus griseipectus 

One individual seen well along the Serra 2 Trail, in the Cristalino area. 

Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer 

A few sightings in the woodlands around Pousada Piuval. 

Short-tailed Pygmy Tyrant Myiornis ecaudatus 

Two great sightings of this, one of the world's tiniest birds – one in the Secret Garden at Cristalino, 

another along the road to Alta Floresta. 

Helmeted Pygmy Tyrant Lophotriccus galeatus 

Who could forget our first sighting, of a bird that had nothing less than horns, rather than a helmet, on 

its head! 

Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus latirostris 

First seen during our morning walk at Pousada Piuval. 
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Spotted Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum maculatum 

A pair seen nesting on one of the island in the Teles Pires River. 

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 

Spotted in the same shrub as our second and third Chotoy Spinetail, at the Mato Grosso Hotel. 

Yellow-olive Flatbill (Flycatcher) Tolmomyias sulphurescens 

Briefly seen on our early morning walk at Pousada Piuval, tracked down again along the Vale da 

Bênção road in Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Grey-crowned Flatbill (Flycatcher) Tolmomyias policocephalus 

One, called in and scoped, during the earlier part of our walk along the road from the Teles Pires River 

to Alta Floresta. 

Golden-crowned Spadebill Platyrinchus coronatus 

Glimpses had by most, along the Serra 2 Trail. 

White-crested Spadebill Platyrinchus platyrhynchos 

Seen well by all during our time at Cristalino. 

Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea 

Scope views of one of these distinctive birds, in just the kind of habitat they should be in, at the Bridal 

Veil Falls. 

Euler's Flycatcher  Lathrotriccus euleri 

First sighted, during our final morning in the Chapada dos Guimarães area, along the Vale da Bênção 

road. Not by all, however. 

Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus 

A handful seen during our time in the Pantanal, beginning with a few birds seen a Pousada Piuval. 

Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 

A daily sight in the Pantanal. 

Crested Black Tyrant Knipolegus lophotes 

Seen on both visits to the Geodésico Viewpoint. 

Drab Water Tyrant Ochthornis littoralis 

Around the islands in the Teles Pires and along the Cristalino River (for some). 

Gray Monjita Xolmis cinereus 

Numerous good sightings in the Chapada dos Guimarães area, most notably at the Geodésico 

Viewpoint. 

White-rumped Monjita Xolmis velatus 

We enjoyed good views of this distinctive flycatcher at various sites in the Pantanal. 

Black-backed Water Tyrant Fluvicola albiventer 

Encountered on a few occasions, by each boat, during our Jaguar searches, as well as on subsequent 

days in the Pantanal. 

White-headed Marsh Tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala 

Recorded on a few days during our time in the Pantanal. 

Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus 

Picked up by Shailesh during a search for Dot-winged Antwren (!), on the Haffer Trail. 

Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa 

Particularly common in the Pantanal, where we recorded up to 20 on some days. 

Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis 

First seen at Pousada Piuval. 

Dusky-chested Flycatcher Myiozetetes luteivetris 

Two together – along the road between the Teles Pires River and Alta Floresta. A lifer for our local 

guide, it's worth mentioning. 

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 
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One of the most commonly recorded members of its family during our time in the Pantanal. 

Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor 

Pairs and individuals seen during the latter half of our time in the Pantanal. 

Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus 

Scoped, along the 'Manakin Road', in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarhynchus pitangua 

Numerous encounters during the first leg of the tour. 

Sulphury Flycatcher Tyrannopsis sulphurea 

One of four targets successfully tracked down at the Mauritia palms along the road between Alta 

Floresta and the Teles Pires River. 

Variegated Flycatcher Empidonomus varius 

Seen and scoped in dry woodland along the Serra 1 Trail. 

Crowned Slaty Flycatcher Griseotyrannus aurantioatrocristatus 

Seen at various sites, over the course of three days, in the Cristalino area. 

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 

Another flycatcher recorded every single day in the Pantanal, as well as on subsequent days. 

Greyish Mourner Rhytipterna simplex 

A couple of sightings, shared between both towers at Cristalino. 

Sibilant Sirystes Sirystes sibilator 

Eventually seen by all, along the Vale da Bênção Road in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Rufous Casiornis Casiornis rufus 

First sighted, by everyone in the group, at Pousada Piuval. 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 

Noted at both towers at Cristalino. 

Swainson's Flycatcher Myiarchus swainsoni 

At least one, at Pousada Piuval. 

Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox 

Sighted in the Porto Jofre area and at the Claro River. 

Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus 

First heard and seen well at Pousada Piuval. 

Large-headed Flatbill Ramphotrigon megacephalum 

Successfully tracked down in Bamboo along the Cacao Trail at Cristalino. 

Cinnamon Attila Attila cinnamomeus 

Serra 1 Trail, Cristalino. 

White-eyed Attila Attila bolivianus 

Two sightings – one at Pousada Piuval, in a palm grove, the other in the grounds of Pousada Curicaca. 

Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus 

Scoped from the viewpoint along the Serra 1 Trail. 

 

Cotingas   Cotingidae 

Spangled Cotinga Cotinga cayana 

Wonderfully close views from the platform on Tower 2, on several occasions. 

Screaming Piha Lipaugus vociferans 

Heard everywhere at Cristalino, seen feeding on a fruiting tree near to the platform on Tower 2. 

Pompadour Cotinga Xipholena punicea 

Males and females seen from Tower 2, Cristalino. 

Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus 

Seen over three separate days in the Cristalino area. 
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Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus 

One unforgettable encounter near the Cristalino jetty, another along the Teles Pires River. 

 

Manakins   Pipridae 

Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin Tyranneutes stolzmanni 

Lengthy views along the appropriately named Manakin Trail, Cristalino. 

Fiery-capped Manakin Machaeropterus pyrocephalus 

Fantastic views of this fantastic bird along the 'Manakin Road', in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Snow-capped Manakin Lepidothrix nattereri 

Another great manakin, and another of which we had great views – along the Serra 2 Trail at 

Cristalino. 

Helmeted Manakin Antilophia galeata 

A great deviation from the regular manakin theme and a worthy candidate for 'bird of the morning' 

during our morning walk at Pousada Piuval. 

Blue-backed Manakin Chiroxiphia pareola 

Talk about a run around. Despite several encounters, some of us continued to gain great views, while 

others ended up with none! For the lucky ones, it was either a female along the trail to Tower 1 or one 

of the males along the Haffer Trail that you can 'tick'. 

Flame-crested Manakin Heterocercus linteatus 

Also sighted on a couple of occasions, also missed by some on both, sadly. Again, the lucky ones were 

impressed by males on both the Manakin and Serra trails. 

Band-tailed Manakin Pipra fasciicauda 

No complaints about the performance put on by this species, I'm sure – males and females seen at 

close-range, on several occasions and over the course of two visits, along the 'Manakin Road'. 

Red-headed Manakin Dixiphia rubrocapilla 

Great views had along the Serra 2 Trail. 

 

Tityras, Becards   Tityridae 

Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus 

Picked up by some of the participants while we were sorting through the first mixed-species flock that 

we saw along the Haffer Trail. 

Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor 

A few scattered sightings, shared between the Pantanal and Cristalino. 

Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 

As with the above species, though sightings were scattered between the Chapada dos Guimarães area 

and Cristalino. 

(H) Brown-winged Schiffornis Schiffornis turdina 

Heard throughout the Cristalino area. 

Cinereous Mourner Laniocera hypopyrra 

We tried on a few occasions to find signing birds of this species. Unfortunately, only a couple of us 

ended up with brief views. 

White-browed Purpletuft Iodopleura isabellae 

These popular little “cuties” (guess who!) were seen at close-range from the platform on Tower 1. 

White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus 

The river trail, Pousada Curicaca. 

Crested Becard Pachyramphus validus 

Just the one, along the Vale da Bênção road, during our final morning in the Chapada dos Guimarães 

area. 
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Vireos, Greenlets  Vireonidae 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis 

A couple of sightings, the first of which was in the grounds of the Mato Grosso Hotel. 

Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius leucotis 

A few of us saw this species in the mixed flock that we bumped into during our morning walk from 

Tower 2. 

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 

Sighted by a few of us, in the Chapada dos Guimareas area. 

Grey-chested Greenlet Hylophilus semicinereus 

One small group, seen along the trail beside the river, just below the Cristalino jetty. 

Ashy-headed Greenlet Hylophilus pectoralis 

One of the first birds of the tour, at Pousada Piuval. Others sighted elsewhere in the Pantanal. 

Dusky-capped Greenlet Hylophilus hypoxanthus 

Also seen in the mixed-species flock that we found along the trail from Tower 2. 

Tawny-crowned Greenlet Hylophilus ochraceiceps 

A handful of sightings in the Cristalino area. 

 

Crows, Jays   Corvidae 

Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas 

Very common in the Pantanal. 

Curl-crested Jay Cyanocorax cristatellus 

A couple of close encounters in the Chapada dos Guimarães area, including one at the Bridal Veil Falls 

visitors' area. 

 

Swallows, Martins   Hirundinidae 

White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer 

Seen almost daily, throughout the tour. 

Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybea 

Great looks around the Mato Grosso Hotel. 

White-banded Swallow Atticora fasciata 

This handsome swallow was seen daily during our time at Cristalino. 

Black-collared Swallow Atticora melanoleuca 

Great looks, at some rapids, on the Teles Pires River. 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 

Abundant on several days – in the Pantanal and at Cristalino. 

 

Black-capped Donacobius   Donacobiidae 

Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla 

This cheerful, attractive bird was commonly encountered at wetlands in the Pantanal. 

 

Wrens   Troglodytidae 

Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus 

Two forms seen well, both on several occasions – hypostictus (heavily spotted Amazon form) and 

unicolor (plain-chested Pantanal form). 
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Tooth-billed Wren Odontorchilus cinereus 

Numerous sightings in the Cristalino area – in the Secret Garden, for example. 

Moustached Wren Pheugopedius genibarbus 

First sighted at Pousada Curicaca, commonly bumped into the in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Buff-breasted Wren Cantorchilus leucotis 

Douglas called one of these into view, in some riverside vegetation, just as we were beginning our final 

morning boat journey at Cristalino. 

Fawn-breasted Wren Cantorchilus guarayanus 

Great views, just before we boarded the Jacaré. 

 

Gnatcatchers   Polioptilidae 

(H) Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus 

Heard in the Cristalino area. 

Masked Gnatcatcher Polioptila dumicola 

Several sightings in the Pantanal and Chapada dos Guimarães areas. 

 

Mockingbirds, Thrashers   Mimidae 

Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus 

Commonly encountered in the Pantanal. 

 

Thrushes   Turdidae 

Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris 

This, Brazil’s national bird, was seen frequently at all sites, except Cristalino. 

Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas 

Fairly commonly encountered in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus 

Just the one encounter – moments after we arrived at Pousada Piuval. 

Cocoa Thrush Turdus fumigatus 

Most definitely heard by all of us, unfortunately only seen by a few – at Cristalino. 

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches   Passeridae 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

This introduced species was seen around towns and cities. 

 

Wagtails, Pipits  Motacillidae 

Yellowish Pipit Anthus lutescens 

We all, eventually, delighted in good views of this, one of the most raved-about species on the trip, in 

the Pantanal.  

 

Finches   Fringillidae 

Purple-throated Euphonia Euphonia chlorotica 

Great views of a pair, along the Pousada Curicaca entrance road. 

Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 

Scattered sightings, divided between the Chapada and Cristalino areas. 

White-lored Euphonia Euphonia chrysopasta 

Pairs, around the towers and along the Serra 1 Trail. 

Rufous-bellied Euphonia Euphonia rufiventris 
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First picked up in the Secret Garden, Cristalino. 

 

New World Warblers   Parulidae 

Masked Yellowthroat Geothlypis aequinoctialis 

Only seen by a few of us, in the Pantanal. 

Flavescent Warbler Myothlypis flaveola 

Encountered on a few occasions in the Pantanal, though most of us only had great looks during our 

second walk along the Vale da Bênção road in the Chapada area. 

Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus 

At least daily encounters in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. Note that we saw the white-bellied 

subspecies, hypoleucus. 

 

Oropendolas, Orioles & Blackbirds   Icteridae 

Red-breasted Blackbird Sturnella militaris 

One of the last birds of the trip – seen along the road to Alta Floresta. 

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus 

Common in the Pantanal. 

Olive Oropendola Psarocolius bifasciatus 

Several sightings from both towers at Cristalino. 

Solitary Cacique Cacicus solitarius 

Commonly encountered following our first sightings during our jaguar searches. 

Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela 

Regular sightings in the Pantanal and along the Cristalino River, among a few other sites. 

Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus 

An absolutely stunning bird, seen on three days during our time in the Pantanal. 

Variable Oriole Icterus pyrrhopterus 

First seen around Pousada Curicaca. Note that this species was split from Epaulet Oriole. 

Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis 

A handful of sightings in the Cristalino area, most notably in the lodge grounds. 

Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus 

First seen well by the group at Pousada Piuval. 

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 

Numerous encounters during the first few days in the Pantanal. 

Scarlet-headed Blackbird Amblyramphus holosericeus 

Great looks for most of the group, shortly after we hit the Transpantaneira. Others caught up two days 

later. 

Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi 

Commonly seen in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Greyish Baywing  Agelaioides badius 

A handful of good sightings, following our first ones at Pousada Piuval. 

Unicolored Blackbird Agelasticus cyanopus 

Common in the Pantanal. 

 

Bananaquit   Coerebidae 

Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 

Singles and small groups seen in all three major areas visited. 

 

Buntings, New World Sparrows & Allies   Emberizidae 



Brazil III 2015 
 

 

Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 

Daily records from the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Grassland Sparrow Ammodramus humeralis 

Good looks at a few around the Geodésico viewpoint, among a handful of other sightings. 

Blue Finch Porphyrospiza caerulescens 

First sighted by a couple of us during a walk around the Geodésico viewpoint. Fortunately, a female 

was there a few days later, allowing some more of us to catch up. 

Saffron-billed Sparrow Arremon flavirostris 

We eventually all had great views – along the Vale da Bênção road, on our final morning in the 

Chapada area. 
 

Tanagers and Allies   Thraupidae 

Red-crested Cardinal Paroaria coronata 

Some of us caught sight of this species in the grounds of the Mato Grosso Hotel. 

Red-capped Cardinal Paroaria gularis 

Good looks at a pair, along the Cristalino River. 

Yellow-billed Cardinal Paroaria capitata 

Relatively abundant in the Pantanal. 

Black-faced Tanager Schistochlamys melanopis 

Great views of a few, along the Geladeira road in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus 

First seen along the 'Manakin Road' in Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Red-billed Pied Tanager Lamprospiza melanoleuca 

Fantastic views from the platform on Tower 1. 

Hooded Tanager Nemosia pileata 

A couple of good sightings around Pousada Curicaca, including one of a pair along the entrance road. 

White-rumped Tanager Cypsnagra hirundinacea 

Surprisingly few encountered during our time in the Chapada area and none seen very well either! 

Grey-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata 

Three or four encounters in the Pousada Curicaca area. 

Flame-crowned Tanager Tachyphonus cristatus 

First sighted, though not by many, along the 'Manakin Road'. Fortunately, we had much better looks 

along the road to Alta Floresta, on the final morning of the tour. 

White-shouldered Tanager Tachyphonus luctuosus 

At least one pair seen along the Vale da Bênção road. 

White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus 

Encountered at all forested sites visited in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

White-winged Shrike-Tanager Lanio versicolor 

One very cooperative male, in the mixed-species flock seen along the trail from Tower 2. 

Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo 

Another species seen almost daily in the Pantanal. 

Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca 

Commonly encountered until we reached Cristalino. 

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 

Seen almost daily, throughout the trip. 

Shrike-like (White-banded ) Tanager Neothraupis fasciata 

Three or four great views in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana 
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This beauty was seen well from the platform on Tower 1. 

Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis 

Several sightings in the Cristalino area. 

Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola 

Most, if not all, of us caught up with this species on the final morning of the trip, along the road to Alta 

Floresta. 

Burnished-buff Tanager Tangara cayana 

A few good looks in the Chapada area – along the Geladeira road, for example. 

Blue-necked Tanager Tangara cyanicollis 

At least one pair seen along the Serra 1 Trail, near to the viewpoint there. 

Opal-rumped Tanager Tangara velia 

Sightings from both Cristalino towers. 

Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis 

More than a few sightings in the Chapada dos Guimarães area, along with a few more from Cristalino. 

Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata 

A few sightings from both Cristalino towers. 

Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer 

A few females, along the road to Alta Floresta, on our final morning. 

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana 

Several sightings from sites scattered throughout the Cristalino area, including the towers. 

Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 

A few sightings from each of the Cristalino towers. 

Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira 

Great looks at a pair, at 'the bar' along the Geladeira road. 

Yellow-backed Tanager Hemithraupis flavicollis 

Also seen really well, from Tower 1. 

Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum 

A few good sightings, several of which were at Pousada Curicaca, the first of which was at Pousada 

Piuval. 

Coal-crested Finch Charitospiza eucosma 

'Cracking' views of a few, most memorable of which were had at theYellow-faced Parrot site. 

Red (-crested) Pileated Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus 

Among sightings from all three major areas visited, our first was at Pousada Piuval. 

Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola 

Small flocks and pairs recorded throughout the Panatanal and Chapada area. 

Wedge-tailed Grass Finch Emberizoides herbicola 

Some great looks at the Geodésico viewpoint, to start with. 

Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 

A few in the Chapada dos Guimarães area, one small flock along the Serra 1 Trail at Cristalino. 

Plumbeous Seedeater Sporophila plumbea 

Not uncommon in the Cerrado areas around Chapada dos Guimarães. 

Rusty-collared Seedeater Sporophila collaris 

A few birds seen in the Pantanal. 

Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens 

Glimpsed by a few of us, along the Geladeira road, Chapada dos Guimarães. 

White-bellied Seedeater Sporophila leucoptera 

A few sightings, divided between the Porto Jofre area, Pousada Curicaca and the Claro River. 

Chestnut-bellied Seed Finch Oryzoborus angolensis 
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One of the first birds of the tour – seen just before our arrival at Pousada Piuval.  

 

Grosbeaks, Saltators & Allies   Cardinalidae 

Rose-breasted Chat Granatellus pelzelni 

First seen along the Cacau Trail at Cristalino – after two attempts, that is! 

(H) Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus 

Heard only, at Cristalino. 

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 

The common Saltator in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

?Green-winged Saltator Saltator similis 

A young bird photographed near Porto Jofre could be of this species – further examination of 

photographs is required 

Greyish Saltator Saltator coerulescens 

The most common Saltator during the Pantanal section of the tour. 

Black-throated Saltator Saltator atricollis 

Good views, mostly of calling birds, in the Chapada dos Guimarães area. 

 

List of Mammals Encountered: 

 

Crab-eating Fox Cerdocyon thous 

Several great encounters in the Pantanal. 

Jaguar Panthera onca 

Not to be outdone by any of the following species, these beautiful cats remained elusive for quite some 

time, creating some genuine anxiety and, in turn, extra excitement when we did finally see one. These 

unforgettable sightings came, naturally, from the region around Porto Jofre. Specifically, the first was 

seen along the Tres Irmãos River, where we spent a great deal of time (see map), while the second 

came from the banks of the Cuiabá River, just upstream from Porto Jofre. 

Neotropical Otter Lontra longicaudis 

Great, lengthy views along the Claro River. 

Giant Otter Pteronura brasiliensis 

Several memorable encounters during our time in the Pantanal, each one often very different to the 

previous. Really active creatures, and a capable of a lot more noise than I think some of the group 

realized! 

South American Coati Nasua nasua 

One overweight individual seen in a tree, along the Transpantaneira. Always cool animals to see well. 

Even if the one we saw wasn't doing much! 

Crab-eating Raccoon Procyon cancrivorus 

Some great close-ups enjoyed on our night drive from Pousada Piuval. 

Marsh Deer Blastocerus dichotomus 

Sighted on three days, in the Pantanal. 

Gray Brocket  Mazama gouazoubira 

Pousada Piuval. 

Proboscis Bat Rhynchonycteris naso 

One roosting group, on the Claro River. 

Lesser Sac-winged (White-lined) Bat Saccopteryx leptura 

A couple of us saw this species roosting in one of the buildings at Cristalino. 

Lesser Bulldog (Fishing) Bat Noctilio albiventris 
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Seen around Pousada Piuval and at Cristalino. 

Brazilian Rabbit / Hare (Tapeti) Sylvilagus brasiliensis 

One seen briefly, and not that well, near Pousada Curicaca, during our night walk there. 

Lowland (Brazilian) Tapir Tapirus terrestris 

Our first encounter, with an adult seen swimming across the Cuiabá River, at very close range was 

fantastic. Then, as if that wasn't enough, we bumped into one during a night walk at Pousada Curicica, 

where it was feeding in a small roadside swamp. Not only that, it remained there, seemingly completely 

unfazed by our close presence and the various noises we were making! 

Giant Anteater  Myrmecophaga tridactyla 

Four encounters in all, all of which were memorable for different reasons.The first because, well, it was 

the first! (and because we were able to watch it for a while, I suppose) – this was on the first afternoon 

of the tour. The second because it was at night and, again, because it showed for a while. The third 

because it was a young one. And the fourth because it was right next to the bus, where it allowed some 

of us to grab a few photos! A fantastic, bizarre and understandably sought-after creature. 

Collared Anteater (Southern Tamandua) Tamandua tetradactyla 

Great views along the Serra 1 Trail, just after dawn – a species that no doubt got so much attention, not 

just for its endearing looks and behaviour, but also because it was unexpected and even unknown as a 

species by many in the group. 

Feline (Azara's) Night Monkey Aotus (azarae) infulatus 

Seen on several evenings, around our accommodation at Cristalino. As indicated above, the individuals 

that we saw are sometimes classified as a subspecies of Azara's Night Monkey. For further clarity on 

this, visit http://maps.iucnredlist.org/map.html?id=41539  

(H) Red-handed Howler Monkey Alouatta belzebul 

Heard on most mornings at Cristalino. Note that the subspecies we saw, discolor, is sometimes 

considered a separate species – Spix's Red-handed Howler Monkey. 

Black-and-gold Howler Monkey Alouatta caraya 

Great views in the Pantanal. Note that this species is sometimes called Black Howler Monkey. 

Black-tailed (Pantanal) Marmoset Mico melanurus 

A few lovely sightings at Pousada Piuval, followed by another along the Vale da Bênção road. 

Brown Capuchin Cebus apella  

There is considerable debate, and confusion, over the taxonomy of capuchin monkeys. What is relevant 

to us regards the complex that was once only believed to be one species – Brown Capuchin. We saw 

two different 'types' that fall within this complex – libidinosus (in the Pantanal and Chapada) and 

apella (in the Cristalino area). Should you choose to accept more liberal classifications, the former is a 

species often called Bearded Capuchin or even Black-striped Tufted Capuchin, while the latter has 

various names, including Brown Tufted Capuchin, Brown-tufted Capuchin and Guianan Capuchin. 

Red-nosed Bearded Saki Chiropotes albinasus 

We had some great looks at this super little primate at Cristalino. 

Capybara Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris 

Very common in the Pantanal. 

Spotted Paca Agouti paca 

Just the one – spotted near the Cristalino River on one of our evening boat cruises. 

Azara's Agouti Dasyprocta azarae 

A handful of sightings in the Pantanal and Chapada. 

Brazilian Porcupine Couendou prehensilis 

We had great views of this species during one of our Jaguar searches – what a bonus! 

Common Opossum Didelphis marsupialis 

One, seen briefly, just outside our accommodation in Chapada dos Guimarães. Also known as Black-
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eared Opossum and Southern Opossum. 
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