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Tour Summary 
 

From the incredible scenery and setting of the Kirstenbosch Botanical gardens in Cape Town to 

the breathtaking views of the Olifants River in the Kruger National Park this tour was an unforgettable 

experience. Over the course of a whirlwind eleven days we managed to find almost 300 bird species 

and experience some magical wildlife sightings in the world famous Kruger National Park, which 

included the unique experience of watching a female Leopard drag its kill up into a mahogany tree on 

one particularly beautiful afternoon! An incredibly enjoyable and special tour indeed!  

Our adventure began at a slow and relaxed pace in the stunning Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens 

which were bathed in lovely late autumn sunshine. At the entrance gate we were treated to one of the 

local Spotted Eagle Owls preening and enjoying the warm early sunshine on an exposed perch! What a 

start! The morning provided us with a fantastic introduction to some of the more common Cape species 

including Cape Bulbul, Karoo Prinia, Cape Robin-Chat, Southern Double-collared Sunbird and Cape 

White-eye. Other notable species that were encountered included Sombre Greenbul, Olive Thrush, 

Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk, Common Waxbill and African Dusky Flycatcher. A Single-striped 

Grass Mouse was also observed feeding on the open lawns. Unfortunately our excursion was cut short 

by an unexpected health scare to one of the participants. 

Later that afternoon, we briefly visited a stretch of coastline near our accommodation in 

Simon’s Town. Cape and White-breasted Cormorant, Kelp Gull and Greater Crested Terns flew past as 

African Black Oystercatchers searched the rocks for exposed mussels and other potential food items. 

The undoubted highlight and a great way to end our first day was our first views of the local ‘walking 

tuxedos’, the African Penguin. These particular penguins, made famous by the documentary ‘City 

Slickers’, were unfazed by our presence and we even heard their donkey-like braying as we left to 

settle in at our accommodation for the night.  

We departed, after an early breakfast the following day, for a small town at the base of the 

Hottentots Holland Mountains in the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve. With the Western Cape being a 

winter rainfall area there was a buzz of activity and several species were heard calling, with the 

breeding season evidently drawing near. We had great views of endemics such as Orange-breasted 

Sunbird, Cape Sugarbird and fantastic views of two family groups of our main target for the morning, 

the dazzling Cape Rockjumper! Our gentle walk also produced Rock Martin, Cape Rock Thrush, Cape 

Grassbird, in full voice, Grey-backed Cisticola, Yellow Bishop, Jackal Buzzard, Cape Canary and the 

endearing Cape Bunting.  

Stony Point penguin colony, near Betty’s Bay, was our next stop. This lovely little spot did not 

disappoint with superb views of penguins of all ages present in good numbers. This colony is probably 

South Africa’s only penguin colony that has seen significant increases in the number of breeding pairs 

over the last two decades. Of further interest are the four species of cormorant that breed here. 

Crowned, Cape, Bank and White-breasted Cormorants were all seen well making this a particularly 

important breeding colony for these birds as well. The resident Rock Hyraxes also provided some 

entertainment but unfortunately due to the cool air and breeze we were unable to locate any lizards. 

As evening approached we made our way to one of Cape Town’s most popular birding spots, 

the Strandfontein Sewage Works. Renowned for its large number of waterfowl and sometimes rare 

shorebirds, on this particular afternoon, we were not disappointed. Several duck species were present in 

good numbers including Cape Teal (100s), Yellow-billed Duck, Cape Shoveler, Southern Pochard and 

the often difficult to find Maccoa Duck. The latter species is only reliably found at a few scattered 

locations across the country making this sighting of more than 20 birds particularly special. Little and 

Black-necked Grebes, Glossy Ibis, Purple Heron and Little Egret were present but certainly 

overshadowed not only in number but also color by the presence of several hundred Greater 

Flamingos! Common Greenshank, Pied Avocet and Black-winged Stilt were common on the pans, 
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whilst Levaillant’s and Zitting Cisticolas, Cape Longclaw, African Pipit and Cape Francolin were 

prominent in the grass edges and reeds lining the pans. The endemic Cape Grey Mongoose was seen by 

most as it foraged between two of the pans. Just before heading home we found a single Reed 

Cormorant which completed the full set of five cormorant species in a single day!  

Unfortunately the weather put paid to any hopes of a pelagic trip and, as a result, we spread our 

activities over two full days. On this cold and cloudy morning we headed to the most south western 

point of the continent, Cape Point Nature Reserve. This reserve has good numbers of Bontebok and 

Eland antelope and we had the good fortune of seeing both species. Cape Fur Seals were present on the 

exposed rocks at the Cape of Good Hope and we had further views of the tiny Cape Grey Mongoose, 

mostly of one dashing across the road as we approached. However, the highlight (perhaps very 

debatable!) was the unintended visitor to our vehicle at the parking lot. A female Chacma Baboon 

found her way into our vehicle and quickly made off with some snack bars and for a brief moment my 

wallet! The baboons at Cape Point are notorious for harassing visitors and we later watched as helpless 

tourists were robbed of their lunch sandwiches at the restaurant! Birds were scarce due to the inclement 

weather conditions. We did however manage to get good views of Malachite Sunbirds, Rock Kestrel, 

Peregrine Falcon, Common Ostrich, Bokmakierie and Fiscal Flycatcher in the shrublands. African 

Oystercatcher and Kittlitz’s Plovers were common along the shoreline as was the unexpected single 

Arctic Tern in amongst Greater Crested Terns on the roost.  

 After lunch we returned to the lovely Strandfontein Sewage Works. Most of the bird species 

present on the previous day were in attendance with notable additions including massive Spur-winged 

Goose, the now endangered African Marsh Harrier, African Swamphen, Little Stint and great views of 

the dainty Malachite Kingfisher. It was indeed another fantastic day in this stunning little corner of the 

world.  

 
Wild flowers in West Coast NP  

 

The next day was an early start as we headed up to West Coast National Park. En route some of 

us glimpsed a group of Great White Pelican on the edge of Rondevlei. Upon entering the shrubby 

fynbos dominated habitat in the park we started encountering birds common to this habitat including 

White-backed Mousebird, Bar-throated Apalis, Yellow Canary and Karoo Scrub Robins. Our first stop 

was at a hide overlooking a small stretch of freshwater. Here we found Cape Weaver, Little Rush 
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Warbler and South African Shelduck. Nearby we scoped a stunning male Southern Black Korhaan, one 

of the endemics found in the park, whilst Karoo Larks were seen displaying over the shrubby 

vegetation. Another undoubted highlight, although seen only briefly, was the views of the threatened 

and endemic Black Harrier. A stunning bird! 

At this time of year as a visitor to West Coast NP one has the unique opportunity to see the 

annual spectacle of wild flowers in the Postberg section of the park (this is otherwise closed to the 

public). The recent rains meant that the flowers were just beginning to put on a show for us and the 

scenery was quite breathtaking. Eland, Springbok, Bontebok, Blue Wildebeest and Cape Mountain 

Zebra were some of the mammals seen in amongst the plethora of daisies and other flowers in blossom. 

Angulated Tortoises were prominent and birds seen included Grey-winged Francolin and Pied Starlings 

foraging amongst the animals and flowers.  

West Coast NP and in particular the Langebaan Lagoon is world-renowned for the numbers of 

shorebirds present during the southern summer. Our visit toward the end of the southern winter did not 

coincide with the best time of year for waders but we nevertheless managed to find several species of 

interest such as Red Knot and Whimbrel as well as small numbers of Lesser Flamingo. Our lunch spot 

provided us with good views of African Hoopoe and Cardinal Woodpecker amongst the more common 

species. Later in the afternoon we also managed to find several tern species along the lagoon that 

included Caspian, Common, Greater Crested and Sandwich Terns.  

Leaving the national park behind us we made our way through some scenic agricultural areas 

and towns such as Darling. En route to Ceres we found several early returning Yellow-billed Kites and 

good views of a male Pin-tailed Whydah. We arrived at our accommodation in the small town of Ceres 

just in time to see the sun dip behind the mountains. A truly beautiful sight! 

Malachite Kingfisher at Sunset Dam in Kruger NP 
 

Today, we had a full day to explore the unique region known as the Tanqua Karoo. The 

vegetation and countryside is very open, with sparse shrubs and almost no trees. An isolated farmstead 

produced the goods with great views of several Mountain Wheatears, the large and mostly drab White-

throated Canary and after some effort the very Karoo Prinia-like Namaqua Warbler! This special bird is 

associated with Phragmites reeds and dry Acacia thickets in the Karoo and we were fortunate to have 

good views of at least two birds on this particular morning. Another brief stop, to search the Acacia 

lined dry river course, produced great views of the lovely Chestnut-vented Warbler and a pair of Fairy 

Flycatchers. In the more sparsely covered low shrub areas we were treated to superb views of Rufous-

eared Warbler, Sickle-winged and Karoo Chats whilst Black-winged Kite, Pale Chanting Goshawk, 

Greater Kestrel, Booted Eagle and Black Harrier were the raptor highlights on this fantastic morning 
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for birding. Well before reaching the characteristic ‘Eierkop’ we stopped as we heard the unmistakable 

call of one of the most sought-after birds that occur here, the Karoo Eremomela. Our group had the 

amazing privilege of watching a single bird for several minutes as it foraged in the low shrubs only a 

few metres away from where we were standing!  

We headed on to a nearby gorge by the name of Skitterykloof. En route we were fortunate to 

find several Black-headed Canaries, a notoriously nomadic and erratic visitor to these parts and a real 

bonus bird for the tour. In the Acacia thickets at Skitterykloof we found amongst others Acacia Pied 

Barbet and Pririt Batis. This gorge is a fantastic area for Cinnamon-breasted Warbler, one of our main 

targets on this day. After a bit of effort we managed to locate a single bird that gave us brief but 

fantastic views before disappearing over the ridge. With that sighting fresh in our minds we slowly 

made our way back to Ceres. On the gravel plains we finally managed to track down a pair of Tractrac 

Chats and several Large-billed Larks as they foraged on what appears a lifeless landscape. As we left 

the Tanqua Karoo one of the eagle-eyed participants spotted a beautiful piar of Blue Cranes in adjacent 

farmland. The soft afternoon light provided us with incredible views of this beautiful bird and a fitting 

end to a memorable day of birding!  

Having had an unbelievable five days in the Cape it was time for us to head to Cape Town 

International Airport for our transfer to Skukuza and the Kruger National Park. The rather hot and 

harsh sun that greeted us upon our arrival at the recently upgraded airport in Skukuza was in stark 

contrast to the cold and miserable weather that we left behind in Cape Town. We were met by Dirk, our 

driver and guide for the next five days, and we began the fairly long drive from Skukuza to Berg-en-

Dal, our camp for the next three nights in the far south western corner of the park. The anticipation 

levels amongst the group were sky high and this first experience of Kruger definitely did not 

disappoint! In the woodland areas we encountered mixed flocks or ‘bird parties’ with the ever-present 

Long-billed Crombec and Black-backed Puffback whilst in the vicinity Magpie and Southern White-

crowned Shrikes, Green Wood Hoopoes and Arrow-marked Babblers noisily made their presence 

known. We had our first views of some of the more common species such as Southern Red-billed, Grey 

and Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills, noisy groups of well-camouflaged Brown-headed Parrots, Little 

and White-fronted Bee Eaters hawking insects over more open areas and Burchell’s Coucals skulking 

in the undergrowth. Along the major river courses we found African Jacana, striking African Pied 

Wagtail and the localised White-crowned Lapwing sporting its prominent yellow wattles. Yellow-

billed and the stunning Saddle-billed Stork, Lesser Striped and Wire-tailed Swallows, vocal African 

Fish Eagle and the bizarre Hamerkop were some of the other specials encountered along the Sabie 

River. It was in a section of dry riverbed that we found our first Lions for this tour. These two sub-

adults, spending life on their own due to the death of their mother, were lazing in the late-afternoon 

sun. What a sight! Not to be outdone by this sighting we later watched as a group of almost 20 Giraffe 

strode across the road not far from our vehicle! Only during very dry periods do these animals form 

groups of this size and this was a particularly special sighting.  

We continued on our way to Skukuza stopping at a picnic site where we watched Black Stork, 

Bateleur, and African Harrier Hawk soar overhead. Collared Sunbird, Black-collared Barbet, Ashy 

Flycatcher, Crested Francolin and Natal Spurfowl were all in attendance. Whilst watching these great 

birds we were briefly distracted by a rather large Nile Monitor lizard that was treating itself to scarps of 

food leftover at one of the picnic tables. As we approached Berg-en-Dal we found three more Lions to 

add to an impressive list of mammals for the afternoon which included Buffalo, Dwarf Mongoose, 

Waterbuck, Common Duiker, African Elephant and Smith’s Bush Squirrel to name but a few. We 

reached our camp having had an incredible introduction to the African bush!  
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Spotted Hyaena lazing next to the road in Kruger NP 

 

We spent most of this day in the south western part of the park, not too far from Berg-en-Dal 

camp. The birding was very good with ‘bird parties’once again proving very successful with a real mix 

of species present in most. These included Southern Black Tit, Brubru, Black-headed Oriole, Brown-

crowned and Black-crowned Tchagras and Chinspot Batis to name a few. Other mixed feeding flocks 

had Golden-breasted Buntings in good numbers and Yellow-throated Petronia was oddly common in 

drier woodland. Our breakfast picnic spot was abuzz with Cape, Burchell’s and Greater Blue-eared 

Starlings whilst African Palm and Little Swifts whizzed by overhead and Yellow-fronted Canaries 

were singing from their tree top perches. We were rewarded with great views of various raptors on this 

day including Wahlberg’s Eagle, Brown Snake Eagle, Dark Chanting and African Goshawks. 

Flowering trees had White-bellied, Scarlet-chested and Marico Sunbirds that added some dazzling 

color to the mostly brown and green bush. Of the larger mammals, it was noteworthy the number of 

White Rhinoceros we saw during our day. Unfortunately, this species, especially in Kruger, is under 

severe pressure from poachers and it was great to see many of these amazing animals during our time 

in the park. The smaller ‘furries’ were less prominent but we did manage at least two good sightings of 

Slender Mongoose and several of the lovely little Steenbok antelope. Wahlberg’s Epauletted Fruit Bats 

were found during our brief visit to Skukuza camp. However the mammal sighting of the day belonged 

to a pride of around 16 Lions including fantastic views of the large male atop a small termite mound. 

The pride had several adult females as well as probably six or seven cubs of several months in age. 

This was a particularly special sighting! (So keen were we to find these Lions and not miss them that 

we drove straight past a Verreaux’s Eagle Owl with its chick on the nest!).  

In the late afternoon we returned to camp for a sunset drive. Notable birds included a Fiery-

necked Nightjar, a group of African Wattled Lapwing and the diminutive Pearl-spotted Owlet. This 

drive would not produce many spectacular birds or mammals although we did see several Scrub Hare. 

The drive would however be remembered for one specific encounter and it involved a very special 

animal indeed! We found a female Leopard, possibly less than five metres from our vehicle, next to the 
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road and we watched as she started stalking a nearby herd of Impala. Unfortunately time was not our 

friend and we had to head back to camp before any action had taken place but this was nevertheless a 

special moment to have observed this sort of behaviour! Upon returning to our camp I decided to look 

for the local African Barred Owlet pair with some of the guests. We had great luck and found one bird 

close-by with subsequently awesome views of this lovely bird.  

 

Lion in Southern Kruger NP 

 

Our early morning drive yielded many now familiar species with the highlight being a 

Verreaux’s Eagle Owl on the nest with its fluffy white down feathered chick also present. Raptors were 

again prominent with an incredible sighting of an adult and immature Martial Eagle feeding on the 

ground, Gabar Goshawk in flight and an interesting interaction as a pair of African hawk Eagle angrily 

chased and mobbed a much larger Tawny Eagle! We also added Striated Heron, Great Egret, Black 

Crake, Wood Sandpiper and the impressive Giant Kingfisher to our growing list on this morning.  

Our breakfast was interrupted by great views of a Golden-tailed Woodpecker and Black-headed 

Oriole just outside the restaurant. Having had another great breakfast we decided to walk around the 

camp in search of more birds.  Red-faced and Rattling Cisticolas were found in the reed beds and 

woodland adjacent to the camp. Much to the delight of the group we also managed our first good views 

of the colorful Purple-crested Turaco and the less brightly colored but equally intriguing Red-faced 

Mousebird. The camp was full of birds as we found Common Scimitarbill, White-throated Robin-Chat, 

Kurrichane Thrush, Grey-Tit Flycatcher, Southern Black Flycatcher, Green-backed Camaroptera and 

Yellow-breasted Apalis all showing well. A few flowering trees attracted Collared, Amethyst, Scarlet-

chested, White-bellied and Marico Sunbirds. Weavers were also prominent with Spectacled, Lesser 

Masked, Southern Masked and Village Weavers all seen on our walk.  

Our afternoon drive will, in all likelihood, be remembered for the fact that we managed to find 

every member of the Big Five in less than two hours! African Elephant, White Rhinoceros and African 

Buffalo were all seen in good numbers, as had been the case for most of our time in Kruger National 

Park. We again managed to find the six cubs and two lionesses from the same pride as the previous day 

and not much later we watched a large male Leopard lazily lying in a big tree! The Berg-en-Dal area 

had certainly proved, once again, to be a surprisingly good area for large mammals which quite often is 

not thought to be the case. 

The following morning we started the journey north to the central region and our next camp, 

Satara. The drive on this day would take us through some of the more scenic open woodland and 
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grassland in the southern parts of Kruger. Sunset Dam near Lower Sabie had Yellow-billed, Marabou, 

Woolly-necked and Saddle-billed Storks as well as Marsh and Common Sandpiper. Leaving Lower 

Sabie we headed towards Mlondozi Dam. The Nkumbe lookout point and the grasslands around 

Mlondozi almost always have a special surprise or two when it comes to birds and mammals. The 

‘koppie’ around Nkumbe had Sabota Lark, White-browed Scrub Robin and Jameson’s Firefinch. Near 

Mlondozi we came across a large herd of several hundred African (Cape) Buffalo. This herd was 

particularly interesting because of the presence of hundreds of Red-billed Oxpecker, most of which 

were perched in a Leadwood tree nearby. Upon closer inspection we found as many as seven of the 

larger and usually more northerly occurring Yellow-billed Oxpeckers! This species is slowly extending 

its range southwards in the park and this was confirmation of that fact. This area also had a Lappet-

faced Vulture on the nest and a pair of Secretarybirds were seen soaring high above the grasslands. 

Stopping at Mlondozi picnic site which overlooks the beautiful Mlondozi Dam we found the local 

group of Mocking Cliff-Chats. A short stop at Orpen Dam resulted in good views of Yellow-bellied 

Greenbul and White-browed Robin Chat. The surrounding grasslands had several species new for the 

tour which included African Stonechat, Croaking Cisticola, Yellow-throated Longclaw, Rufous-naped 

Lark and Red-breasted Swallow.  
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Female Leopard with Impala kill near Satara in Kruger NP 

 

 Tshokwane picnic site was our stop for lunch. Here we had to be careful of the local 

Vervet Monkeys that have become notorious for stealing food from unsuspecting visitors. Birds were, 

as always, in good numbers in the picnic site area and we managed to find several species including 

Mourning Collared Dove, Grey-headed and Orange-breasted Bushshrike whilst we had our lunch. 

Closer to Satara, we started finding Red-billed Buffalo Weavers and Southern White-crowned and 

Magpie Shrikes as well as Green-winged Pytilia amongst flocks of waxbills and firefinches.  

The highlight of the afternoon, of the day and probably the entire tour, took place near a dry 

riverbed as we headed to Satara. We pulled up next to one other vehicle having noticed a dead Impala 

ewe at the base of a large mahogany tree. The driver of the other vehicle suggested that the Leopard 

responsible for killing the antelope had been chased off by a troop of Chacma Baboons! We looked for 

a short while and found a beautiful adult female Leopard lying at the base of a small shrub, about 

twenty metres from us. A few minutes later she got up and slowly made her way back to the antelope. 

We then had the privilege of watching her for what must have been close to twenty minutes, as she fed 

on the Impala before, without any apparent extra effort, dragging the carcass up into the tree and 

disappearing from sight! A truly remarkable sequence of events and memories that we will not forget in 

a long time! The group seemed stunned by what we had just experienced and the remainder of the drive 

back to Satara was rather quiet as everyone digested and absorbed what they had just witnessed. 

 That evening we embarked on a night drive in the Satara area. Much to our delight we had 

sightings of several more uncommon mammal species. We had the good fortune of watching a male 

Leopard fishing for Sharp-tooth Catfish as two curious Spotted Hyaena watched intently from a 

distance. Other notable sightings included phenomenal views of the rare Side-striped Jackal, two 

African Civet and several Common Genets.  

In the morning we were out of the gates of Satara camp as soon as they opened, heading north 

toward Olifants. North of Satara is some fairly extensive grassland habitat but as one heads further 

north, this habitat slowly gives way to Mopane dominated woodland and with it different mammals and 
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birds become possible. Early on in the morning we had good views of a female White-headed Vulture 

which is a rather scarce bird in Southern Africa. Not much longer after that we were treated to two 

Secretarybirds foraging nearby and crossing the road in front of our vehicle. Although widespread 

these birds have undergone serious decline in the recent past in South Africa, making our sighting that 

much more special. A small waterhole provided us with good views of Blue Waxbill and for some, a 

stunning female Violet-eared Waxbill. We then happened on three Red-headed Finches that were 

quietly feeding on seeding grasses amongst a mixed flock of birds that included White-winged 

Widowbirds. This was a noteworthy sighting as these finches were several hundred kilometers further 

east than their normal distribution!  

The Olifants area is dominated by Mopane trees but also has wonderful riverine habitat. It was 

at a stop on one of the bridges overlooking the Olifants River that we saw our first Goliath Herons, 

Common Greenshanks, African Spoonbill and Black Heron. Closer to Olifants camp we found Red-

crested Korhaan and watched Saddle-billed Storks and African Elephants below us in the river whilst 

we enjoyed our breakfast. After breakfast we drove off, on the river road, and spent some time at the 

Balule Bridge. The dry woodland had Namaqua Dove and we found the rare inland race of White-

fronted Plover on the river. An interesting sighting was that of a Tawny Eagle chasing a Black-chested 

Snake Eagle which added to our already lengthy list of interesting interactions we had observed during 

our few days in the park. Our long trip back south towards Satara in the heat of the day produced some 

interesting birds such as Purple Roller and a stunning male Bearded Woodpecker near N’Wanetsi 

whilst we also enjoyed a sighting of three very lazy lionesses, right next to the road, in the late 

afternoon and watched a group of Banded Mongoose race through the veld. Having arrived back at 

camp we enjoyed a relaxed dinner and last evening together in the African bush.  

Unfortunately the dawn of this day also signalled the end of our tour. With about fifty 

kilometres to travel within the borders of the park we still had hopes of seeing some interesting birds 

and animals. The notable sightings were great views of a family group of four Southern Ground 

Hornbills and our only sighting of Nyala during our time in Kruger. We left the park knowing that it 

had really been an incredible eleven days and everyone would agree it was a thoroughly enjoyable tour 

with memories to last a lifetime!  

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 

 

BIRD LIST (290 species of which 6 heard only) 
Note: Names and taxonomical order of the bird species list follows that of IOC (International Ornithological congress), 

Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2013; Birds of the World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press 

(version 3.5) with Clements names and taxonomy following version 6.8. Names in square brackets represent names given by 

IOC and omitted by Clements whereas names in round brackets represent names given by Clements and omitted by IOC. 

Names without square or round brackets represent the name given by both IOC and Clements. A notes section can be found 

where notably distinctive subspecies or races are concerned and where the taxonomy of a species differs between Clements 

and IOC. 

KEY: E = South African endemic; RE = regional endemic; RNE = regional near-endemic  

NR = National Reserve; NP = National Park; BG = Botanical Gardens; GR = Game Reserve, SW = Sewage Works 
 

Ostriches Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich     Struthio camelus  

The world’s largest bird species, we had good views at Cape Point NR, West Coast NP, Ceres area and 

Kruger NP.   
Note: Clements lumps this species with Somali Ostrich S. molybdophanes as Ostrich S. camelus. 
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Guineafowl Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl    Numida meleagris 

Commonly encountered with sightings on every day of the tour.   

 

Pheasants & Allies Phasianidae 
Note: Clements places all the below species in the Francolinus genus  

Grey-winged Francolin (E)    Scleroptila afra  

A pair was seen in flight at West Coast NP with birds also heard calling in the Tanqua Karoo region.  

Crested Francolin     Dendroperdix sephaena  

Common in Kruger NP.  
Natal Spurfowl (Francolin) (RNE)   Pternistis natalensis  

This large spurfowl was seen often in Kruger NP.  

Cape Spurfowl (E)    Pternistis capensis 

We managed to see this spurfowl on every day of the Cape section of the tour.  

Swainson’s Spurfowl (Francolin) (RNE)  Pternistis swainsonii 

Another spurfowl species that was seen on several occasions in Kruger NP. 

 

Ducks & Geese Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck    Dendrocygna viduata  

We had these ducks at various locations within Kruger NP.  

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

This large goose was encountered at Strandfontein SW, farming areas around Ceres and near Cape Town   

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiacus 

Encountered on almost every day of the tour.   

South African Shelduck (RE)   Tadorna cana 

We had excellent views of a pair in West Coast NP with further good sightings in the Tanqua Karoo and 

Ceres areas.  

Cape Teal     Anas capensis 

A common sight at Strandfontein SW where several hundred of these anatids were present with subsequent 

sightings of small numbers at West Coast NP.  

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulate 

This common duck was found at various waterbodies in the Cape section of the tour. 

Cape Shoveler (RNE)    Anas smithii 

As for the above species we found this duck at various locations in the Cape.   

Red-billed Teal (Duck)    Anas erythrorhyncha 

Small numbers of this species were found at Strandfontein SW. 

Southern Pochard     Netta erythrophthalma 

These ducks were seen regularly at Strandfontein SW.    

Maccoa Duck      Oxyura maccoa 

This uncommon duck was seen well at Strandfontein SW with more than 20 individuals present.  

 

Penguins Spheniscidae 
African Penguin (RE)    Spheniscus demersus 

After good but distant views of small numbers at Simon’s Town we had great views of the colony near 

Betty’s Bay.  

 

Grebes Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

A common sight at various waterbodies in the Cape.  
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Black-necked (Eared) Grebe    Podiceps nigricollis 

Small numbers were present at Strandfontein SW.  

 

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo    Phoenicopterus roseus 

The common flamingo species on this tour; we found it on every day of the Cape section of the tour. 

Lesser Flamingo    Phoeniconaias minor 

After much searching at various locations we finally found a group of this species at West Coast NP.  

 

Storks Ciconidae 
Yellow-billed Stork     Mycteria ibis 

We had good views of this species in Kruger NP.  

Black Stork     Ciconia nigra 

We had three birds in flight at Nkuhlu picnic site in Kruger NP.  

Woolly-necked Stork     Ciconia episcopus  

This species was seen in Kruger NP.  
Saddle-billed Stork     Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

An incredible looking bird we had the good fortune of several sightings that totalled ten birds in Kruger NP. 

Marabou Stork    Leptoptilos crumenifer 

This large stork was seen on two separate days in Kruger NP.  

 

Ibises & Spoonbills Threskiornithidae 
[African] Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus  

This species was seen at various locations in the Cape and one bird in Kruger NP.  

Hadeda Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

This noisy ibis was with us on most days of the tour.  

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

An ibis that has a slender build we found this species in small numbers at Strandfontein SW and en route to 

West Coast NP. 

African Spoonbill    Platalea alba 

We had good but fairly distant views of four birds on the Olifants River in Kruger NP.  

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns Ardeidae 
Striated Heron     Butorides striata 

We had good views of several birds in Kruger NP.   

[Western] Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

Seen on almost every day of the tour.  

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea  

This large heron was encountered at wetlands throughout the tour. 

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala  

The dry land version of the previous species we surprisingly only saw this species in the Cape.  

Goliath Heron     Ardea goliath 

The world’s largest hesron was seen in and around Olifants in Kruger NP with a total of five birds including 

two nesting pairs seen in one day!  

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

A singleton was briefly seen at Strandfontein SW.  

[Western] Great Egret    Ardea alba 

Singletons were seen at various locations in Kruger NP.  

Black Heron     Egretta ardesiaca 
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A single bird was seen on the Olifants River, unfortunately not by all.  

Little Egret     Egretta garzetta 

Seen at Strandfontein SW, West Coast NP and various waterbodies in Kruger NP.  

 

 

Hamerkop Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 

This peculiar bird was seen on almost every day in Kruger NP.  

 

Pelicans Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

A small number of these birds was very briefly seen at Rondevlei en route to West Coast NP.  

 

Cormorants Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Microcarbo africanus 

Seen at a number of wetlands including Strandfontein SW, West Coast NP and Kruger NP. 

Crowned Cormorant (RE)   Microcarbo coronatus 

The marine equivalent of the previous species it was seen well near Betty’s Bay.  

Cape Cormorant (RE)   Phalacrocorax capensis 

Seen in very good numbers at Simon’s Town, Cape Point NR, Betty’s Bay and West Coast NP.  

Bank Cormorant (RE)   Phalacrocorax neglectus 

This threatened Benguela current endemic was seen well at a breeding colony near Betty’s Bay.  

White-breasted (Great) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax lucidus  

Seen well at various wetlands including Strandfontein SW and Kruger NP and along the coast in the Cape. 
Note: Clements treats this sub-Saharan bird as a race of the Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

 

Secretarybird Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird      Sagittarius serpentarius 

We had several sightings of these unique and regal birds in Kruger NP.   
 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae 
Black-winged (shouldered) Kite   Elanus caeruleus 

This small raptor was observed in the more open agricultural areas around Ceres and West Coast NP.  

African Harrier-Hawk    Polyboroides typus 

We had one sighting of this unusual raptor in Kruger NP.  

Hooded Vulture     Necrosyrtes monarchus 

These small vultures were seen regulalrly in Kruger NP.   

White-backed Vulture    Gyps africanus 

The most common vulture in Kruger NP seen on every day there.  

White-headed Vulture    Trigonoceps occipitalis  

A single female was seen distantly but well just north of Satara camp in Kruger NP.  

Lappet-faced Vulture    Torgos tracheliotos 

The largest vulture in the subregion, we had the privilege of seeing three different birds on one day in 

Kruger NP. This included an adult on the nest!  

Black-chested Snake Eagle   Circaetus pectoralis 

A singleton was seen in Kruger NP in flight being harassed by a much larger Tawny Eagle on the Olifants 

River.  

Brown Snake Eagle     Circaetus cinereus 

This big-headed eagle was seen well on several occasions on three different days in Kruger NP.  
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Bateleur      Terathopius ecaudatus 
A stunning-looking raptor that was seen well on everyday in Kruger NP.  

Martial Eagle      Polemaetus bellicosus 

We had the privilege of observing and adult and recently fledged chick feeding on a prey item on the 

ground in Kruger NP.  

Booted Eagle     Hieraaetus pennatus 

A beautiful dark phase adult was seen in the same view with a Black Harrier in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Wahlberg’s Eagle     Hieraaetus wahlbergi 

This small brown eagle had already returned in small numbers to Kruger NP.  

Tawny Eagle      Aquila rapax 

Good views of this majestic brown eagle were had on every day of our stay in Kruger NP. 

African Hawk-Eagle     Aquila spilogaster 

One of the “Big Five” eagles, we had the good fortune of seeing three birds in Kruger NP, which included a 

pair chasing a Tawny Eagle.  

Gabar Goshawk    Micronisus gabar 

A single bird was seen in Kruger NP. 

Dark Chanting Goshawk   Melierax metabates 

We had great views of a single bird near Berg-en-Dal in Kruger NP. 

Pale Chanting Goshawk   Melierax canorus 

A total of four birds was seen during our day in the Tanqua Karoo. 

African Goshawk     Accipiter tachiro 

A soaring bird was seen at Skukuza camp in Kruger NP.  

Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk  Accipiter rufiventris 

A single bird hunting was observed very briefly in Kitrstenbosch Botanical Gradens but unfortunately not 

seen by all.  

African Marsh Harrier   Circus ranivorus 

Single birds were seen well at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP. 

Black Harrier (E)    Circus maurus 

Initially we had a brief view of an adult in West Coast NP with a further good sighting of a soaring bird in 

the Tanqua Karoo the following day! 

Yellow-billed Kite     Milvus aegyptius 

This early returning Intra-African migrant was first observed in the agricultural areas around Darling with a 

subsequently great sighting of three birds on the Olifants River Bridge in Kruger NP.    
Note: This bird is often considered conspecific with the Black Kite M. migrans from which the IOC splits it.  

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

Seen well on most days in Kruger NP. 

Jackal Buzzard (E)     Buteo rufofuscus  

This endemic was seen at several locations in the Cape.  
 

Bustards Otididae 
Red-crested Korhaan (RNE)    Lophotis ruficrista 

We had great views of two birds in Kruger NP with many more birds heard calling during our stay in the 

reserve.   

Southern Black Korhaan (E)   Afrotis afra 

We had distant but exceptional views of a single adult male in West Coast NP.  

 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots Rallidae 
Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra  

This rather bold rallid was seen well in Kruger NP.  

African (Purple) Swamphen    Porphyrio madagascariensis 
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We had great views of as many as six birds at Strandfontein SW.  

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

Common at Strandfontein SW.     

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Seen in good numbers at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP.    

 

Cranes Gruidae 
Blue Crane (RE)     Grus paradisea 

Two pairs of our national bird were seen well in the Ceres region. 

 

Thick-knees Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee     Burhinus vermiculatus  

Seen well at various waterbodies in Kruger NP.  

Spotted Thick-knee     Burhinus capensis  

This species was heard only in Kruger NP on a night drive at Satara.  

 

Oystercatchers Haematpodidae 
African Oystercatcher (RE)   Haematopus moquini 

This stunning bird was encountered around Simon’s Town, Cape Point NR and the Betty’s Bay area. 

 

Stilts & Avocets Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

Seen at Kruger NP, Strandfontein SW, West Coast NP and inland waterbodies in the Cape. 

Pied Avocet     Recurvirostra avosetta 

A beautiful shorebird, seen well at various locations in the Cape including Strandfontein SW and West 

Coast NP.  

 

Plovers & Lapwings Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover)   Vanellus armatus  

Common and seen on almost every day of the tour.  

White-crowned(headed) Lapwing   Vanellus albiceps  

Found on the larger rivers in Kruger NP where we had fantastic sightings at several locations.  

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus  

Common in Kruger NP, Mkhuze area and Wakkerstroom grasslands.  

African Wattled Lapwing   Vanellus senegallus 

We had two separate sightings of pairs of these birds in Kruger NP.  

Grey Plover     Pluvialis squatarola 

A few birds were seen distantly at West Coast NP.  

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius  

These attractive small plovers were found at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP. 

Three-banded Plover     Charadrius tricollaris 

A delightful little bird that was encountered at West Coast NP and on most days in Kruger NP.  

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus 

Having seen good numbers of the coastal subspecies at west Coast NP we had the good fortune of finding a 

pair of the inland race in full breeding plumage in Kruger NP.  

 

Jacanas Jacanidae 
African Jacana     Actophilornis africanus 

Seen well in Kruger NP.  
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Sandpipers & Allies Scolopacidae 
Whimbrel     Numenius phaeopus 

Small numbers of this large shorebird were present at West Coast NP.  

Marsh Sandpiper     Tringa stagnatilis  

Two birds were seen on the Sabie River in Kruger NP. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

We had good views at Strandfontein SW, West Coast NP and in Kruger NP.  

Wood Sandpiper    Tringa glareola 

Seen well in Kruger NP at various locations.  

Red Knot 

 

Common Sandpiper    Actitis hypoleucos 

Singletons were seen in Kruger NP.  

Little Stint      Calidris minuta 

A single one of these tiny shorebirds was seen at Strandfontein SW.   

Ruff       Philomachus pugnax  

This species was seen well in small numbers at Strandfontein SW. 

Curlew Sandpiper    Calidris ferruginea 

Small groups of this species were found at West Coast NP.  

 

Gulls & Terns Laridae 
Grey-hooded (headed) Gull    Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

A single adult in breeding plumage was found amongst several other gull species at Cape Point NR. 

Hartlaub’s Gull    Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

Common around Betty’s Bay, Cape Point NR, Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP. 

Kelp Gull     Larus dominicanus 

The most common gull seen on most days in the Cape section of the tour except in the Karoo.  

Caspian Tern     Hydroprogne caspia 

A few birds were seen well at West Coast NP.  

Greater Crested Tern    Thalasseus bergii 

Seen at various locations in the Cape including Simon’s Town, Betty’s Bay, Cape Point NR, Strandfontein 

SW and West Coast NP.  

Sandwich Tern    Thalasseus sandvicensis 

Two birds were found in a mixed species roost at West Coast NP.  

Arctic Tern     Sterna paradisaea 

A single bird was found roosting at Cape Point NR. 

Common Tern    Sterna hirundo 

This species was present in a mixed species roost of terns at West Coast NP.  

 

Doves & Pigeons Columbidae 
Rock Dove     Columba livia  

This introduced species was seen on most days in the Cape in urban areas. 

Speckled Pigeon     Columba guinea  

Common during the Cape section of the tour. 

(African) Mourning [Collared] Dove  Streptopelia decipiens 

This dove was seen well in the central parts of Kruger NP.   

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

Oddly seen only on one day in Kruger NP on this tour.  

Ring-necked Dove     Streptopelia capicola 
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We found this widespread dove on most days. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis  

Common in Kruger NP especially at the camps and picnic site areas.  

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove   Turtur chalcospilos 

This lovely small dove was seen on most days in Kruger NP.  

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

A pair of these stunning doves was seen well in Kruger NP.  

African Green Pigeon    Treron calva 

This parrot-like pigeon was seen well in Kruger NP. 

 

Turacos Musophagidae 
Purple-crested Turaco    Tauraco porphyreolophus  

Seen well at Berg-en-Dal and Skukuza camps in Kruger NP.  

Grey Go-away-bird     Corythaixoides concolor 

This peculiar looking bird was regularly encountered in Kruger NP.  

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 
Burchell’s (White-browed) Coucal   Centropus burchelli 

This unusual bird was seen well a few times in Kruger NP.  

 

Owls  Strigidae 
African Scops Owl     Otus senegalensis 

Unfortunately this species was heard only at Berg-en-Dal and Satara camps in Kruger NP.  

African Barred Owlet   Glaucidium capense 

A single bird was seen well in the southern part of Kruger NP and heard on three separate nights.  

Pearl-spotted Owlet     Glaucidium perlatum 

We saw a total of three of these delightful little owls in Kruger NP.  

Spotted Eagle-Owl    Bubo africanus 

A single bird was seen exceptionally well at Kirstenbosch BG. 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl   Bubo lacteus 

We were treated to fantastic views of an adult with a small chick on the nest and another sighting on a night 

drive in Kruger NP. 

 

 

Nightjars Caprimulgidae 
Fiery-necked Nightjar   Caprimulgus pectoralis 

A single bird was seen well on one of our night drives in Kruger NP.  

 

Swifts Apodidae 
African Palm Swift    Cypsiurus parvus 

Encountered on most days in Kruger NP.  

Alpine Swift     Tachymarptis melba 

At least three birds were seen flying overhead in Tanqua Karoo.  

 

African [Black] Swift     Apus barbatus 

Seen only once at West Coast NP.    

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

Commonly encountered at numerous bridges in Kruger NP.  
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Mousebirds Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

Seen well but only once in Kruger NP.  

White-backed Mousebird   Colius colius 

Initially seen very well in West Coast NP, we later had several further sightings in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Red-faced Mousebird    Urocolius indicus 

Usually common in Kruger NP we only found these birds on one of our days in Kruger NP.  

 

Rollers Coraciidae 
Purple Roller     Coracias naevius 

After struggling for several days we eventually found a bird near Nwanetsi in Kruger NP.  

Lilac-breasted Roller     Coracias caudatus 

This cracking bird was seen every day during our stay in Kruger NP.   

 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris 

This woodland specialist was seen well on several occasions in Kruger NP.  

Malachite Kingfisher     Corythornis cristata  

Initially great views at Strandfontein SW with further sightings of this diminutive kingfisher in Kruger NP.  

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima  

We had two sightings of this large kingfisher in Kruger NP.  

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis  

We had great views in Kruger NP.  

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater     Merops pusillus 

This delightful bee-eater was seen often in Kruger NP hawking insects low over grassland.  

White-fronted Bee-eater   Merops bullockoides 

Seen at various rivers in Kruger NP.  

 

 

Hoopoes Upupidae 
African (Eurasian) Hoopoe    Upupa africana 

We had great views of a pair at West Coast NP.   
Note: Clements lumps this species with Eurasian Hoopoe as Upupa epops. 

 

Woodhoopoes Phoeniculidae 
Green Wood Hoopoe     Phoeniculus purpureus 

This vocal species was seen on several occasions in Kruger NP.  

Common Scimitarbill    Rhinopomastus cyanomelas  

Seen well on two different days in Kruger NP.  

 

Hornbills Bucerotidae 
African Grey Hornbill    Tockus nasutus  

Seen regularly during our stay in Kruger NP. 

[Southern] Red-billed Hornbill   Tockus rufirostris  

Common at various locations in Kruger NP.  

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (RNE)  Tockus leucomelas 
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Every bit as common as the previous species including an incredible sighting of more than twenty birds 

waiting for scraps at a picnic site in Kruger NP.  
 

Ground Hornbills Bucorvidae 
Southern Ground Hornbill    Bucorvus leadbeateri 

We were privileged to have had two sightings of this endangered species in Kruger NP. The first was 

distant but good views of four birds, whilst the second was a much nearer view of a family group of five 

birds calling as they foraged through some broad leaved woodland!   
 

Barbets Capitonidae 
Acacia Pied Barbet    Tricholaema leucomelas 

A single bird was found at a picnic site in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Black-collared Barbet    Lybius torquatus 

Common in Kruger NP where it was seen on most days.  

Crested Barbet     Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This barbet was seen well in Kruger NP.  

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 
Bennett’s Woodpecker   Campethera bennettii 

We had the good fortune of finding three different birds in Kruger NP.  

Golden-tailed Woodpecker    Campethera abingoni 

A male of this species was seen very well in the camp of Berg-en-Dal at Kruger NP.    

Cardinal Woodpecker    Dendropicos fuscescens 

The smallest of our woodpeckers we had good views in West Coast NP and Kruger NP.  

Bearded Woodpecker    Dendropicos namaquus 

We had great views of a male in Kruger NP.  

 

Falcons Falconidae 
Rock (Eurasian) Kestrel    Falco rupicolus 

We were treated to good views of this raptor at Cape Point NR, West Coast NP and in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Greater Kestrel    Flaco rupicoloides 

A lovely bonus it was to see two individuals on our day exploring the Tanqua Karoo.  

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

Great views of a single bird were had at Cape Point NR.  

 

Parrots & Allies Psittacidae 
Brown-headed Parrot    Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 

Seen well on almost every day that we were in Kruger NP.  

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises Platysteiridae 
Chinspot Batis     Batis molitor 

The common bushveld batis species; we saw it often in Kruger NP. 

Pririt Batis (RNE)    Batis pririt 

We had superb views of a pair in the Tanqua Karoo.  

   

Helmetshrikes Prionopidae 
White[-crested] Helmetshrike   Prionops plumatus 

We had two sightings of this species including one of a group of 13 birds in Kruger NP. 
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Bushshrikes Malaconotidae 
Grey-headed Bushshrike    Malacanotus blanchoti 

We had good views of two different birds in Kruger NP.  

Orange (Suphur)-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

This beautiful bushshrike was seen well in Kruger NP.   

Brown-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra australis 

Seen on several occasions, often brief views only, in Kruger NP.  

Black-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra senegalus  

This species was heard mostly but we also managed good views of a single bird in Kruger NP.  

Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla 

A common species encountered regularly in Kruger NP.   

Brubru      Nilaus afer  

This small shrike was seen well on at least two occasions in Kruger NP.  

 

Shrikes Laniidae 

Magpie Shrike     Urolestes melanoleuca 

We were spoilt with great views of small groups of these striking shrikes on everyday of our stay in Kruger 

NP.   
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Corvinella.  

Southern White-crowned Shrike   Eurocephalus anguitimens 

We had several sightings of these very noisy birds in Kruger NP.  

Southern (Common) Fiscal    Lanius collaris 

Seen at Kirstenbosch BG, West Coast NP and near Ceres.  
NOTE: The IOC recently split the widespread Common Fiscal, L. collaris, into Southern (the species we recorded) and 

Northern (L. humeralis) Fiscals. Clements does not accept this split. 

 

Figbirds & Orioles Oriolidae 
(African) Black-headed Oriole   Oriolus larvatus 

This beautiful bird was seen well several times in Kruger NP.  

 

Drongos Dicruridae  
Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis  

Seen on every day in Kruger NP.   

 
Pied Crow      Corvus albus  

A species encountered every day during our time in the Cape.  

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

This large corvid was seen well every day in the Cape.  
 

Fairy Flycatchers Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (E)     Stenostira scita 

A great sighting of two birds was had in the Tanqua Karoo.  

 

Tits Paridae 
Southern Black Tit     Melaniparus niger 

This noisy species was observed in bird parties foraging through woodland on every day of our stay in the 

Kruger NP.  

 

Larks Alaudidae 
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Rufous-naped Lark     Mirafra africana 

A pair of these large larks was seen well in Kruger NP.  

Sabota Lark (RNE)     Calendulauda sabota 

A singleton was seen well in Kruger NP.  

Karoo Lark (E)    Calendulauda albescens 

Vocal and displaying we saw several in West Coast NP and again in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Large-billed Lark (E)    Galerida magnirostris 

We had several good sightings of this lark in the Tanqua Karoo.  

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 
Cape Bulbul (E)    Pycnonotus capensis 

The common bulbul in the Cape. 

Dark-capped (Common) Bulbul   Pycnonotus tricolour 

This common species was seen every day in Kruger NP.    
Note: Clements lumps this bird with Common, Somali and Dodson’s Bulbul as Common Bulbul P. barbatus  

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunes 

This greenbul was seen very well in Kirstenbosch BG and Kruger NP.  

Terrestrial Brownbul    Phyllastrephus terrestris 

We had good views of this species in Kruger NP.    

Yellow-bellied Greenbul    Chlorocichla flaviventris 

A noisy species found at a view point near Lower Sabie in Kruger NP.   

 

Swallows & Martins Hirundinidae 
Grey-rumped Swallow   Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

A single bird was seen flying along the Olifants River in Kruger NP.  

Brown-throated (Plain) Martin   Riparia paludicola 

We had good views of this species at Strandfontein SW, West Coast NP, near Ceres and in Kruger NP. 

White-throated Swallow   Hirundo albigularis 

Good views were had at Strandfontein SW.  

Greater Striped Swallow   Hirundo cuculatta 

This large swallow was found in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Wire-tailed Swallow     Hirundo smithii 

Seen very well in Kruger NP.  

Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

We had good sightings of this all brown swallow at Rooi-Els and near Ceres.   

Greater Striped Swallow    Cecropis cucullata 

Fairly common around higher lying areas in the grasslands of Wakkerstroom and Cape Vidal.   

Lesser Striped Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

This bird was common at various places in Kruger NP.  

Red-breasted (Rufous-chested) Swallow  Cecropis semirufa 

This large swallow was seen well in Kruger NP.   

 

Crombecs & African Warblers Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird (RE)     Sphenoeacus afer  

This large warbler was seen initially in Rooi-Els and again very well in Cape Point NR. 

Long-billed (Cape) Crombec   Sylvietta rufescens  

This odd-looking bird was seen well and regularly on every day in Kruger NP.  

Victorin’s Warbler (E)   Cryptillas victorini 

Unfortunately this skulker was only heard at Rooi-Els. 
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Grassbirds & Allies Megaluridae 
Little Rush Warbler (African Bush-Warbler) Bradypterus baboecala  

This skulking reed warbler was seen briefly at West Coast NP.  

 

Cisticolas & Allies Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola     Cisticola erythrops 

This vocal species was found around our camp at Berg-en-Dal in Kruger NP.  

Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chinianus 

This noisy and conspicuous species was found on most days in Kruger NP.   

Grey-backed Cisticola (RE)   Cisticola subruficapilla 

The common streak-backed cisticola in the Cape.  

Levaillant’s (Tinkling) Cisticola   Cisticola tinniens 

Seen at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP.    

Croaking Cisticola     Cisticola natalensis 

A single bird was found near Mlondozi in Kruger NP.   

Neddicky (Piping Cisticola)    Cisticola fulvicapilla 

This species was heard only in Rooi-Els.   

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

Seen on both visits to Strandfontein SW. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia    Prinia subflava 

A common resident of reed beds and riverine areas in Kruger NP.  

Karoo Prinia (RE)     Prinia maculosa  

Common throughout the Cape.  

Rufous-eared Warbler   Malcorus pectoralis 

Seen well in the short shrubby growth in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Namaqua Warbler (E)   Phragmacia substriata 

After some effort we found a pair at Karoopoort.  

Bar-throated Apalis    Apalis thoracica 

We had at least two sightings in West Coast NP.  

Yellow-breasted Apalis    Apalis flavida 

Common around Berg-en-Dal in Kruger NP.  

Green-backed Camaroptera    Camaroptera brachyura  

A very vocal, tiny species that was seen well in Kruger NP. 

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler   Calamonastes stierlingi 

This species was heard only along the Sabie River in Kruger NP. 

Cinnamon-breasted Warbler (RE)  Euryptila subcinnamomea 

Having searched most of the site we finally had brief but good views of this often elusive species in the 

Tanqua Karoo.  

Karoo Eremomela (E)   Eremomela gregalis 

This difficult species spoilt us as we were fortunate to see one bird very close for several minutes as it 

called quietly whilst foraging.  

 

Laughingthrushes Timaliidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler    Turdoides jardineii  

Seen every day during our stay in Kruger NP.  

 

Sylviid Babblers Sylvidae 
Chestnut-vented Warbler(RNE)  Sylvia subcaerulea 

This blue-grey warbler was seen well in the Tanqua Karoo. 
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White-eyes Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (RE)     Zosterops capensis 

Seen well at Kirtsenbosch BG, West Coast NP, Ceres and Kruger NP. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with the Orange River White-eye Z. pallidus as Cape White-eye Z. pallidus.  

 

Sugarbirds & Allies Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)    Promerops cafer 

One of the fynbos endemics that we saw well at Rooi-Els, Betty’s Bay and Cape Point NR. 

 

Starlings Sturnidae 
Common Starling    Sturnus vulgaris 

This introduced species was seen on every day in the Cape.   

Cape (Glossy-) Starling    Lamprotornis nitens 

Recorded regularly in small numbers in Kruger NP.  

Greater Blue-eared (Glossy-) Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Seen well mostly at campsites and picnic areas in Kruger NP.  

Burchell's (Glossy-) Starling (RNE)   Lamprotornis australis 

This large starling was seen well on all days in Kruger NP.  

(African) Pied Starling (E)    Lamprotornis bicolor  

Good numbers of this endemic were seen in West Coast NP and Tanqua Karoo. 
Note: Clements places this in the genus Spreo. 

Violet-backed Starling    Cinnyricinclus leucogaster  

We had great views on two separate days of as many as six birds in one sighting in Kruger NP. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

Recorded at Kirstenbosch BG, Cape Point NR, Betty’s Bay and Kruger NP.    

 

Oxpeckers Buphagidae 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker   Buphagus africanus 

Seven birds were seen on a large buffalo herd near Lower Sabie in Kruger NP.  

Red-billed Oxpecker     Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Seen well on every day in Kruger NP. 

 

Thrushes & Allies Turdidae 
Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus libonya 

We had great views of this bird in Kruger NP.   

Olive Thrush (RE)     Turdus olivaceus 

Seen well in Kirstenbosch BG and near Ceres.  

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae  
Karoo Scrub Robin (RE)   Cercotrichas corypheus 

Common in West Coast NP and also seen well in the Tanqua Karoo.  

White-browed (Red-backed) Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas leucophrys  

Seen well in Kruger NP.  

Grey Tit-Flycatcher     Myioparus plumbeus 

We had great views of this bird in Kruger NP.  

Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelaina 

Seen well in Kruger NP  
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Fiscal Flycatcher    Melaenornis silens 

This near-endemic was seen well at Cape Point NR and near Ceres. 

Ashy Flycacther    Muscicapa adusta 

Good views were had at Nkuhlu picnic site and Berg-en-Dal camp in Kruger NP.  

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

We had good views of this diminutive species in Kirstenbosch BG and Skukuza camp in Kruger NP.   

Cape Robin-Chat     Cossypha caffra  

A common sight at various locations in the Cape.  

White-throated Robin-Chat (RE)   Cossypha humeralis 

We had fantastic views of a bird in the Kruger NP.  

White-browed Robin-Chat (RE)   Cossypha heuglini  

We had great views in Kruger NP.  

Cape Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola rupestris 

A single bird was seen at Rooi-Els.    

Sentinel Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola explorator 

This beautiful endemic was seen well in Lesotho.    

[African] Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

This species was seen only once near Lower Sabie in Kruger NP.  
Note: Clements calls this species Stonechat and lumps it with Eurasian and Siberian Stonechats.   
Sickle-wing[ed] Chat (RE)    Emarginata sinuata 

Two birds were seen well in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Karoo Chat (RNE)    Emarginata schlegelii 

We enjoyed several good sightings of this species in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Tractrac Chat (RNE)    Emarginata tractrac 

A pair was seen well on gravel plains in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Mocking Cliff Chat     Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

We found at least three birds at a picnic site in Kruger NP with a subsequent sighting at Nwanetsi 

viewpoint.  

Mountain Wheatear (RNE)    Oenanthe monticola 

We had great views of several birds in the Tanqua Karoo.  

Familiar Chat     Oenanthe familiaris 

Seen well at Rooi-Els and Cape Point NR.  

 

Sunbirds Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna collaris 

A pair of these small sunbirds was seen well at Kruger NP.  

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)  Anthobaphes violacea 

A common sight at Rooi-Els, Cape Point NR and Betty’s Bay.  

Amethyst Sunbird     Chalcomitra amethystina 

A single adult male was seen well feeding on Erythrina flowers in Berg-en-Dal in Kruger NP. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird    Chalcomitra senegalensis 

We had good views of this stunning sunbird in Kruger NP around Berg-en-Dal.  

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

This cracking bird was seen at various locations in the Cape.  

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybeus  

Seen well on every day in the Cape.   

Marico (Mariqua) Sunbird    Cinnyris mariquensis 

We encountered several males in our time in Kruger NP. 

White-bellied (breasted) Sunbird   Cinnyris talatala 

Seen well in Kruger NP. 
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Old World Sparrows Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

An introduced species found in some of the urban areas during the tour.  

Cape Sparrow (RNE)    Passer melanurus 

Seen well in the Cape.  

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer diffuses 

The common sparrow in Kruger NP. 

Yellow-throated Petronia   Gymnoris superciliaris 

An odd sparrow that was seen amongst mixed species flocks at various locations in Kruger NP, in open 

woodland.   

 

Weavers & Allies Ploceidae 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver    Bubalornis niger 

Seen well in the Satara and more northern areas of Kruger NP.  

Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis 

An unusual weaver that occurs mostly in pairs that was seen well on two occasions in southern Kruger NP.  

Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

Common and vocal species found at West Coast NP and at Karoopoort.  

Lesser Masked Weaver   Ploceus intermedius 

A small weaver that was seen well in the Berg-en-Dal and Lower Sabie areas of Kruger NP.  

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

Seen well in Kruger NP and at Karoopoort in the Cape. 

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

A larger version of the previous species that was seen in Kruger NP.   

Yellow Bishop     Euplectes capensis  

Already getting into its breeding attire in the Cape, we saw this lovely bird at Rooi-Els, Cape Point NR, 

West Coast NP and near Ceres in the agricultural areas.  

White-winged Widowbird   Euplectes albonotatus 

A small group of these birds still in non-breeding colors was seen just north of Satara in Kruger NP. 

 

Waxbills & Allies Estrildidae 
Green-winged Pytilia     Pytilia melba 

This super little finch was seen well in Kruger NP.  

Red-headed Finch    Amadina erythrocephala 

We found three birds not far north of Satara several hundred kilometres further east than their normal 

distribution range!     

Jameson’s Firefinch    Lagnosticta rhodopareia 

Oddly this was the only firefinch we found during our stay in Kruger NP with three different sightings of 

this usually slightly rarer of the firefinches.  

Blue Waxbill (Blue-breasted Cordonbleu)  Uraeginthus angolensis 

Common in Kruger NP.   

Violet-eared Waxbill     Uraeginthus granatinus 

A stunning female was seen well at an artificial waterhole in central Kruger NP. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

The most commonly seen waxbill on the tour with regular sightings at various sites in the Cape. 

(African) Quailfinch     Ortygospiza fuscocrissa   

We unfortunately only managed to hear this bird in Kruger NP.   
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Indigobirds & Whydahs Viduidae 
Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

A pair was seen well en route to Ceres from West Coast NP. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

This species was encountered regularly in the Cape.   

African Pied Wagtail     Motacilla aguimp 

Seen well at various locations in Kruger NP.   

Cape (Orange-throated) Longclaw (RE)  Macronyx capensis 

Seen well at Strandfontein SW and again at West Coast NP.   

Yellow-throated Longclaw    Macronyx croceus 

A pair of these stunning birds was found in Kruger NP.     

African Pipit      Anthus cinnamomeus 

Seen well at various locations in the Cape and on at least two of the days in Kruger NP. 

  

Finches Fringillidae 
Black-headed Canary 

At least two pairs were seen very well in the Tanqua Karoo. 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica 

This species was seen well in Kruger NP.  
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Serinus.  

Yellow Canary (RNE)    Crithagra flaviventris 

This canary was common in West Coast NP and the Tanqua Karoo. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Serinus.  

White-throated Canary (RNE)  Crithagra albogularis 

This large rather non-descript canary was found in the Tanqua Karoo. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Serinus. 

Cape Canary (RE)     Serinus canicollis 

Seen well at Rooi-Els, Cape Point NR and in the Tanqua Karoo.  
 

 

Buntings Emberizidae 
Cape Bunting (RNE)     Emberiza capensis  

We had fantastic views of this species at Cape Point NR, Rooi-Els, West Coast NP and the Tanqua Karoo.  

Golden-breasted Bunting    Emberiza flaviventris 

A beautiful bunting seen several times in Kruger NP.  

 
MAMMAL SPECIES LIST (40 species) 

 

Old World Fruit Bats Pteropopidae 
Wahlberg’s Epauletted Fruit Bat  Epomophorus wahlbergi 

These delightful creatures were found on the day roost at Skukuza camp in Kruger NP.  

 

Baboons & Monkeys  Cercopthecidae 
Chacma Baboon     Papio ursinus 

We found this characterful primate in Cape Point NR, Ceres and Kruger NP. 

Vervet Monkey     Cercopithecus aethiops 
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This species was common and seen every day during our time in Kruger NP. 

 

Hares & Rabbits Leporidae 
Scrub Hare      Lepus saxatilis 

We saw several of these little mammals on our two night drives in Kruger NP. 

 

Squirrels Sciuridae 
Smith’s Bush Squirrel    Paraxerus cepapi 

Seen regularly during our time in Kruger NP.  

 

 

Rats & Mice Cricetidae & Muridae   
Single-striped Grass Mouse   Lemniscomys rosalia 

This tiny rodent was seen at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens on the first day.  

 

Dogs & Allies Canidae 
Black-backed Jackal     Canis mesomelas 

Four of these lovely canids were seen over two days in Kruger NP.   

Side-striped Jackal    Canis adustus 

We were treated to fantastic views of this rare jackal on a night drive in Kruger NP.  

 

Mongooses Herpestidae 
Slender Mongoose     Herpestes sanguinea 

This solitary mongoose species was seen well in Kruger NP.  

Dwarf Mongoose     Helogale parvula 

We had great views of this small mongoose at various locations in Kruger NP.  

Cape Grey Mongoose    Herpestes pulverulentus 

This small endemic mongoose was encountered at Rooi-els and Strandfontein SW. 

Banded Mongoose     Mungos mungo 

A large group of approximately twenty was seen in Satara camp in Kruger NP.  

 

Hyaenas Hyaenidae 
Spotted Hyaena     Crocuta crocuta  

We had great views in two separate sightings of a total of five animals in Kruger NP. 

 

Cats Felidae 
Lion       Panthera leo 

The largest of the African big cats we had the privilege of several sightings totalling over 30 animals during 

our time in Kruger NP.  

Leopard      Panthera pardus 

Always special and a privilege to see these beautiful cats in the wild and we had the good luck of seeing 

four different individuals in Kruger NP. The highlight of the sightings being that of a female feeding on an 

Impala which she then dragged up into a tree.  

 

Hyraxes Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax (Dassie)     Procavia capensis 

These interesting creatures were seen well at the penguin colony at Betty’s Bay.  
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Elephants Elephantidae 
African Elephant     Loxodonta Africana 

We had great views of these impressive beasts on each of our days in Kruger NP.  

 

Zebras Equidae 
Common (Burchell's/Plains) Zebra   Equus quagga 

Seen often in Kruger NP especially in the area around Satara camp.  

Cape Mountain Zebra   Equus zebra 

This beautiful zebra was encountered in the wild flowers section of West Coast NP.  

 

Rhinoceroses Rhinocerotidae 
White (Square-lipped) Rhinoceros   Ceratotherium simum 

This increasingly threatened species was seen in good numbers in Kruger NP.  

 

Hippopotamuses Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus     Hippopotamus amphibious 

We had good numbers of these large mammals in Kruger NP. 

 

Pigs Suidae 
Common Warthog     Phacochoerus africanus 

This odd looking hog was common in Kruger NP. 

 

Giraffes Giraffidae 
Giraffe      Giraffa camelopardalis 

These large mammals were common in Kruger NP including a very special sighting of a large group 

crossing the road in front of our vehicle. 

 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates Bovidae 
African Buffalo     Syncerus caffer 

We saw this member of the ‘Big 5’ in large numbers in Kruger NP. 

Eland       Taurotragus oryx 

We had good views of a small herd in Cape Point NR with further good views of around 20 animals at West 

Coast NP.  

Greater Kudu     Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

One of South Africa’s largest antelope we had many good sightings in Kruger NP.  

Nyala       Tragelaphus angasii 

We had the good fortune of finding this antelope on our last morning in Kruger NP. Great views of a large 

male and several females was had.  

Bushbuck      Tragelaphus scriptus  

This attractive medium-sized antelope was seen in Kruger NP.  

Common Waterbuck     Kobus ellipsiprymnus 

These were seen well in Kruger NP.   

Blue Wildebeest     Connochaetes taurinus 

This species was common in Kruger NP but seen in small numbers earlier in the trip as well at West Coast 

NP. 

Springbok     Antidorcas marsupialis 

The emblem of our national rugby team; we had good sightings in West Coast NP and the Tanqua Karoo. 

Blesbok (E)      Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi  
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On this tour we encountered the Bontebok subspecies that is restricted to the Western Cape. Good views 

were had at Cape Point NR and West Coast NP.  

Impala      Aepyceros melampus 

A common sight on all of our days in Kruger NP and the Mkuze area.  

Klipspringer      Oreotragus oreotragus 

Three of these dainty antelope were seen in Kruger NP.  

Steenbok      Raphicerus campestris 

Commonly encountered in Kruger NP.  

Common (Grey) Duiker    Sylvicapra grimmia  

Seen well in Kruger NP. 

 

Rorquals Balaenopteridae 
Southern Right Whale   Eubaleana australis 

Some members of the group observed a whale near our accommodation in Cape Town.  

 

Sea Lions  Otariidae 
Cape Fur Seal      Arctocephalus pusillus 

These marine mammals were observed at Cape Point NR and West Coast NP.  

 
 

 

REPTILE and AMPHIBIAN SPECIES LIST (8 species) 
 
Leopard Tortoise     Geochelone pardalis 

Southern Africa’s largest tortoise species was seen well in Kruger NP.  

Angulated Tortoise    Chersina angulata 

Restricted largely to the Western Cape we found this species at West Coast NP.  

Helmeted Turtle    Pelomedusa subrufa 

We saw this freshwater species in Kruger NP. 

African Striped Skink    Trachylepis striata 

Encountered at various sites on the tour.  

Black Girdled Lizard    Cordylus niger 

This all black lizard was seen at our accommodation near Cape Town and in Ceres. 

Dwarf Plated Lizard    Cordylosaurus subtessellatus 

A beautiful lizard found on this trip at two different locations in Kruger NP.  

Nile (Water) Monitor    Varanus niloticus 

We had great views of this water-associated species in Kruger NP.  

Nile Crocodile     Crocodylus niloticus 

Africa’s largest reptile was seen well in Kruger NP.   
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