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Trip report compiled by tour leaders: Glen Valentine & David Hoddinott

Top 10 Birdsfor the Yunnan & Sichuantrip as voted bytour participants:

1. Golden Pheasant 6. Crested THWarbler
2. Przeval ski 6s Fi nc @A BluPkamrc# Phaasdnt)
3. Grandala 8. Tawny Fish Owl

4. Black-necked Crane 9. Snow Partridge

5. Redtailed Laughingthrush 10. Solitary Snipe

Other species that received several votes and fell just short of thetop 10:er r eaux6s Mo n al
Partridge White Eared Pheasant, Tibetan Partridge, Chinese Monal, Siberian Rubythroat & Eidree
Parrotbill.

Top 5 mammalsfor the Yunnan & Sichuantrip as voted by tourparticipants:

Golden Takin
Tibetan Fox

Grey Wolf

Chinese Goral

Blue Sheep (Bharal)

agrwnE

&Y

Balangshan Mountain Scenery by Dennis Braddy
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Tour Summary:

China has firmly placed itdedn thebirdingmap as one
of Asi ads t-oapd righdysso! Veryewwvi o n s
countries boast a bird list of over 1000 species and
China is sitting on over 1300 and countilgthin this
vast and birerich countrythe provinces of Yunnan and
Sichuan are unrivalled in terms of species numbers and
the quality of birds that theyharbour. We were
fortunate to enjoy a month in these wonderful birding
regions and the list of specialties and highly sought
after species seen durimmur time there was truly
spectacular. Of the numerous birding highlighatsd
406 species recordetthe fdlowing were just some of
the most memorable and desirabkpecies seen:
Tibetan and Snow Partridgg Tibetan Snowcock;
Verr eaux 0-Partridgelo itha | spectacular
Temmi nckds Tr ago pWhieEar€hi nes
Blue Eared, Blood, Go&ln and L a dsy Am
Pheasants; dancing Bladecked Cranes; the rarely
seen Solitary Snipesky-pointing Eurasian Bitterrthe
magnificent Tawny Fish OwlDarjeeling and Black
Woodpecker s; S wiChitesee Grey Mi n
e Shike; Whiteb r owed and PeCresteddavi ¢
Dancing Blacknecked Cranes on the Tibetan ~ and  Whitebrowed Tit-Warblers; Black-streaked
Plateau by Glen Valentine Scimitar Babbler; Rustycapped, Yellowthroated,
Spectacled, Chinesand Goldeibreasted Fulvettas;
Chinese Babax;Giant, Spotted, Rewinged, Redailed and Sney-cheeked Laughingthrushes;
Beautiful Sibia;the rare and endemic lRoustailed Babbler (Moupinia)an inaedible 7 species of
parrotbill; Giant, Yunnan, Praea |l s ki 0 s and C hhe meeenie desdribed hSechuanh e s ;
Treecreeperthe nomadic and almbsmpossibly brilliant Grandalathe localized ath elusive Black
breasted Thrush; Marodmacked Accentot; he monot ypic Przeval ski 0s Fi
as several snowfinches and an amazing selection of rosefinches and warblers. Not to mention some
awesome mammals too such @sey Wolf; Goden Takin; Blue Sheep; Chinese GorBbhetan Fox
and a range of squirrels and pik&hew, what a list of mega€ine can easily seehy China and
especially Sichuan ranks right up there veitime of the most famous and birch regions of the world!

Our epic adventure around central andteern China began in early May, perfectly timed around the
onsetof spring On a warm and clear morning we boarded our flight from Chengdu down to Kunming
Yunnanos ,toabeginou Yunnan preyur extensoin. Upon arrival we met up with our local
guide, Mr. Zhangwho would accompany wwound this seldom visited part of Chiioa the next week.
Leaving Kunming we were soon heading south along the motorway to tHeratominated hill forest

of Zixishan Naure Reserve. After our first of many delicious Chinese lunches in a nearby town we began
winding our way up to our guest housduated right in this scenieserve and our base for the next
night. Aimost immediately after checking in we were distrattg@ pair ofBlack-headed Greenfinch
that werehanging around the edge of the accommodation. Our first of many-Béealed Sibia was also
noted here andfter an exciting stastve made our way tan area of tall pine trees where we quickly
managed to fid bothGiant Nuthatch and the incredibly localizédnnanNuthatch as well as a Great
Spotted Woodpder, Brownbreasted Bulbulsthe more widesprea@hestnutvented Nuthatch and
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Russet Sparrow. In the late afternoon we ventured ttofhef the mountairfor further exploration of

t he area, whi ch ysBaidtingar a gerybrieinChine&eor drliske. Wreddktundtely our

late afternoon attemptt trying to find the rare and el usive
proved fruitlessand we returned to the guest house for a tasty dinner andegelived sleep.

Our full morning around the reserve proved mc
productive and enjoyableand after an initial
early drive in search of pheasants we soon og
for some general birding with wonderful mixed
flock, producing a pair of Longtailed Minivet;
Greenbacked Tit; both Black-throatel and
Black-browed Bushtits and better views of]
Black-headed SibiaA little further up a side track
we encountered the scarce, unobtrusive &
rangerestrictedRusty-capped-ulvetta, as well as
a flock of Yunnan Fulvettaa few Bluewinged J
Minla and a Greycrowned Warbler in full song,
After a great stayand in good spiritave drove a |
little further down the roadnpanaging to scopa o _
singing male Blyth 6 s SBhbbler koar next Go d | e ws k ngé@aszZixighannby Glen Valentine

scheduled stop at the reserve entraise produced some great birds gagsle usGreyheaded Canary
flycatcher;a highly esponsive Rufousapped Babblera female Vivid Niltava more Rustycapped
Fulvetta and the best of lalh splendid and unbelievably showymale Whitetailed Robin. Other

not eworthy species encount er edrasthuJay; Logpiled Shrikemo r n i
Mountain and Black Bulbuls; Askthroated Warblermore Giant Nuthatches anBlack-headed
Greenfinches;a wonderful Chinese Thrush sitting at the top ¢élapine tree singing its heart out; a
Brown-breasted Flycatches; gorgeas male Chinese Blue Flycatchdre common but superb Verditer
Flycatcherand sever al Mrs. Gouldés Sunbirds.

After an excellent morning we departed Zixishan and made our way further westddiainteresting

town of Dali- situated at the base of thepressive Cangshan Mountains. This was our destination for

the late afternoon and as we beganthe drive ipe mount ain we came across

Swifts on he extension. Also with them were

Asian House Martin and House Swift. We

continued up, scanning the road edges very

carefuly for our main quarry- the spectacular

Lady Amher stA stop Pohsomme ant .

passerines flitting about in the road yielded

gorgeousbut shy male Rufousbellied Niltava;

as well as Yellowthroated Buntingand White

browed Fulvetta. A short stop and leg stretch at

the top before our journey back down gave us a

rather hypeactive pair of Streakreasted

Scimitar Babblers that finally showed very well

in the dwindling evening light. Also on show here

were a few Whitecollared Yuhina, another eye

catching species that proved to be rather common

The rangerestricted & generally rare Giant Nuthatch and showy later int he trip. E I
at Zixishan by Tom Heatley Laudhingthrush, an abundant bird &ichuan,
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called a few times and showed ever so bri
for a lucky few. The light was now fading rathe
quickly and it was fast becoming the perfe
time for pheasantso we scrapped the gener
birding and concentrated on Lady Amhers
Before long a female Ladymherstwas seen
bolting across the road in front of our bus
Exciting stuff! A little further on a pair othese
unbelievable pheasants we@otted at the road
edge but they only showedof a few seconds
before walking off into the dense monta
)

forest undergrowth. Finallyto end off an
amazing afternoon with these beauties, anot
male was sighted walking right down t
middle of the road and then roundia corner
before disappearing?Wow, what a birdTo end
off a superb day we ground tohalt due to a
pair of Blackstreaked Scimitar Babblers that crossed the road and then clambered up into the pine trees,
calling incessantly as thiemoved- Awesome!We arrived at our very comfortahlandwell-appointed

hotel in old Dali rather latdout with an amazing suite of great birds under the belt and after checking in,
we made our wainto town for a delicious and festive dinner.

The rare and beautiful Black-breasted Thrush at
Gaoligongshan by David Hoddinott

Our next morning had us driving back up Cangshan foréurth vi ews of LadyandAmher
a slim chance of the elusive Mrs. Hu me 6msherstar i e
that was admired at length ¢gme roadsidewith many males heard calling from teerroundingorest
undergrowth dring the morning. After a picnic breakfast at the, @pd some pleasant interruptions in

the form of a gorgeous male Collared Grosbeakiging Aberrant andRusset Bush Warblerspore
Black-headed Greenfincheand severalrather flighty Mr s . G anbirdd WwestoolkSa short walk

along the track that skirts the upper slope of the mountain and found some more great birds. These
includkeda f ew singi ng ;Bondenu, lclosé and ptdonged veewssof the scarak an
endemic Rufousailed Babble, several Japanese Whitges;Common Rosefinchesand a Rufous
breasted Accentor. Lower down the mountain we scored mithe Rustycapped andfunnankFulvettas;

as well as a singing male Sldtpcked Flycatcheland a single Spectacled Fulvetta thatvetu well

but briefly, in the forest understory. We departed
Cangshan in the late morning and enjoyed
another tasty lunch in town before embarking on

the long drive south and slightly west towards the
Gaoligongshan Mountains near the Burmese
border in sout-western Yunnan. This prolific

birding area would be our bake the nest three

nights and our time here gave us so many
amazing birds! The after:
uneventful except for an unplanned stop in the
lowlands near our guest house where were
delighted to find severalypical lowland Asian

species like Green and Bludailed Beeeaters;
Redwhiskered and Sootlyeaded Bulbuls; Pale
Martin; Striated PriniaQriental Whiteeye and

The scarce, unique & endemic Rufousailed Babbler . .
(Moupina) by Glen Valentine nestingScalybreastedMunia.
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Early the next morning we we out and up into the forest that cloaks the foothills of the Gaoligong
mountain rangeBirding the secondary forest at the edge of the reserve pextenmelyproductive and
here we soon got to grips wit h veaBlackEagleeapd Coektedt h e
Goshawk flew overhead, while Piailed and Wedgé#ailed Green Pigeons occupied the canopy.
An e x t r quaretdilgdd Firkstailed SIS [ A L
DrongoCuckoo uttered a few notes and w '
easily located perched up in some bare brancl
while Common Cuckoos were also hea
throughout the area and seen on a few occasi
The gaudy and vociferous Bhibroated Barbet
was also enjoyedas were Grey-capped Pygmy
Woodpecker; Blackvinged Cuckooshrikethe
spectacular Scarlet MiniveBlack-healed Sibia;
Whiskered Yuhinalerrugnous Flycatcherand a
few zippy Streaked SpiderhunterdBy mid-
morning we reached the primary forest a litt
higher up and here we adde@oldenthroated
Barbet;aflock of Rustyfronted Barwinga rather
brief GreaterYellownape and Lesser Racket The usually shy and rarely seen Redhiled
tailed Drongo;a fabulais pair of Shorbilled Laughingthrush at Gaoligongshan by David
Minivet; White-bellied Erpornis White-throated Hoddinott
Fantail;Yellow-cheeked Titandthe vivid blue Large NiltavaAfter lunch and a short break back at the
guest houseave returnedo the foresiedge and were delighted to encounter a good number of great, new
birds with highlights including Crested Finchbill; Striated and Flavescent Bulbuls; rather
uncooperativePalefooted Bush Warblerithe boldlypat t er ne d Davi spseveml Lea
attractive and unusually showy and confidiBgarletfaced Liocichla and Hill Priniathe gorgeous
Silver-eared Mesiathe subtlyplumaged Darsided Flycatcher; Chestnutbellied Rock Thrusha
surprise flock of Scarlet Finch and the absolute elry on top, a fabulous pair of Rémiled
Laughingthrush that showed incredibly well and even po&edphotographic opportunities
StupendousTo t hen round off another great dayods bir
Wood Pigeon perched uip the tall canopy at the forest edtpat affordedus good scope views.

’ ' Ournext full day at Gaoligong saw us heading
upinto the primary forest at dawn to maximize
our chancesof some rarer speciem this
beautiful habitat. The birding watowever
fairly quiet for the most part despite such
stunning habitatbut we still managed to pick
up a number of great birds. Several skulkers
revealed their presenceith their distinctive
calls and included Grelgellied Tesia and
Pygmy WrerBabbler, both of whie ended up
showing remarkably wellA few Yellow-
throated Fulvetta also whizzed around us in the
dense undergrowth and we also managed to
: - track down several Beautiful Sibiaa pair of
The handsome Rustyfronted Barwing at Gaoligongshan  brightly-coloured Chestnutrowned
by Dennis Braddy Warblers;Bar-throated and Rethiled Minla;
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a surprise flock of the rare andisive Greyheaded Partbill; a pair of Snowybrowed Flycatcherand

a ridiculousl y c ebabblerdhatnhgng &dugdt ab toweching tistande dor several
minutes The secondary forest yielded muaihthe @me species as the previous day, as welnase
Redtailed Laugingthrushes;a male Little Pied Flycatchela very handsome malBlack-breasted
Thrush and in the late afternoopa largerflock of Speckled Wood Pigeon.

Mammals seen in the Gaatigg area |
i ncl ud e 8quiRedahd the gedy§
impressive Black Giant Squirrel.
was however time tomove on to our
next destination the town of Lijiang-
situated at the base of thadeDragon @
Snow Mountains in nortlwestern ?

long one and took us most of the gdaf
but we did make aew unexpected
birding stops with one such stopthe l
early morning producing a f|ne
selection of new birds that include
the striking blackandchestnut
Crested Bunting (the reasonorf
stopping in the first placeg male RosWinivet; Grey-breasted PrinijjandWhite-throated Kingfisher.
Sever al Ri char dods Psnal numbers @& Grested Mynwaare als® entounéered a n d
along the drie before reaching Lijiang in the late afternoon. After quickly checking into our comfortable
hotel we paidashortvisit to some scrubby habitat at the edge of a nearby wetland. This area was teeming
with birds and we were delighted to firaifew Blackfaced Buntings; an Eastern Yellow Wagtsdyeral
immaculate breeding plumage Qitei Wagtails; a few Little Ringed Plovers; Common Snipe; Wood
SandpiperRosy Pipit and a surprise group of four Gregaded Lapwing.

The striking White -collared Yuhina by Glen Valentine

Our full day in the Lijiang area hads dnvmg up early into the foothills of the Jade Dragon Snow
Mountains in search of a few rare species,
several of which we managed to find during our
morning excursion. We 6 d
Lady Amher st Busunfdtttinatelys a nt s
di dnét aridiafterda pianit breakfashd a
couple of transient Eyebrowed Thrusheg
began birding along the road back towards town.
A few small mixed flocks popped up here and
there andtheseharboured Black-browed and
Black-throated Bushtis;, a pair of Steak
breasted Scimitar Babbledgpanese Whiteye
and a singleton of the extremely localized and
recently split BlackoibbedTit, but unfortunately
the rare, localized and declining Whipeckled
a Laughingthrush evaded us In some drier,
This particul @Babbléd phptogephed ¢ secondary scrub lowelown we enjoyed good

by Dennis Braddy was especially showy at views of a flock of Chinese Babaxhat turned

Gaoligongshan out to be a lovely bonus Our afternoon
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exploration of a nearby wetland turned adew species of waterfowl with the best being Earas
Wigeon and Ferruginous Duckvhile Oriental Red, Dusky Warbless, Taiga Flycatchermigrating

B | ystPipibandour first of many Alpine Lea¥Warblers flitted about the surrounding reeds, bushes and
fields.

Alas, ourtime inYunnan had come to an end arfs
it was time to fly back to Chengdu and begum
exciting birding adventure around Sichuap
After our arrival in Chengdu we met with ous
delightful local guides- Parus and Bellawho [SSies"
would accompany us around Sichuan for g
next nineteen day$Ve soon struck out for thg=
nearby Chengdu Botanical Gl@ns where we
enjoyed a rewarding
relaxing stroll around the birdich and well
maintained gardens. One of the first birds
found was a Vinoushroated Parrotbilthat put
on a good performancewe ended up seeing
many of thesainy parrotbills during the coursg i g

of the afternoon. Also in abundance were  white-browed Laughingthrush in the Chengdu
Chinese  Blackbird and  WhHerowed Botanical Gardens by Dennis Braddy
Laughingthrush and we also managed to obtain

good views af Speckled Piculet; Chinese Grosbeak; Japanese Tit; Collared Fintindit:vented
Bulbul, and Greycapped Greenfinch. A real surpriseme at the end of the day when a male Amur
Paradise Flycatcher appeared briefly on a few occasions before flittidgegeinto the surrounding

thickets and woodl and. A ¢ retermed ta ougverg eomfortallethetel im 0 0 n
town for another sumptuous dinner, cold beer ar

Our Sichuan birding tour began in earnest with a drive down south towards Mt. Emei dockshe
reserve of Longcanggouwhich lies on theother side of the same mountains as the famous birding site
of Wawushan, which jsunfortunately currently closed to tourists. We arrived at our rather quaint guest
house near the edge of Longcanggou Forest
Reserve in time for lunch and spent the
remainckr of the afternoobirding along a road
through some lovely, mature forestthe edge

of the park entrance. Blaagkaped Oriole was
found at the edge of our accommodation and
specialties seen this afternoon includaghy
throated Parrotbill;the gorgeousRedbilled
Leiothrix; Bay Woodpecker; Largebilled,

Cl audioasdssd,s Kalnd Si chuan
Mar t e n s Grestnucmowined Warblers;
Rufouscapped Babbler;a stunnng male
Chinese Blue FlycatcheBrown Dipper and

the ubiquitousandattractive Plumbeous Water
RedstartA Redwinged Laughingthrush called
tantalizingly closebut refused to reveal itself
sightings of this mega would have to wait until
tomorrow.

Chinese Grosbeak in the Chengdu Botanical Gardens by
Glen Valentine
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Our nexttwo full days in the lush, mostraped broadleaved and coniferous forestslaongcanggou
produced some of t heedelightedwith oubeac®unterbspecialgcorsidedngwe w
the foul weather that had rolled on our second day in the area

Our early mornings in thiigherlying
forest dominated by bambo@nd conifes, |
turned uphighlights suchas Great, Brown and
ThreetoedParrotbills;several extremely voca
Himalayan Qckoos; the fastflying White-
throated Needletail; Himalayan Swiftlet;
Crimsonbreasted and Darjeeling
Woodpeckers; Longailed Minivet Yellow- |
browe d Coal and Brewne
flanked, Yellowbellied, Aberrant and Brown|
Bush Warblers;Buff-throae d a n d
Warblers; E I | i o &antd 6 sRedwinged
Laughingthrushessuperb Goldeibreasted and
Greyhooded Fulvettas; WhieollaredYuhina; y .
Eurasian Wrena very bref and shy Emei Sharmr=— — : :
Liocichla; nesting Hodgsond¥ exq”'lst”f ‘%f%SPE"OrV"% g’gﬂfeés?’fﬁted Fulvetta
singing Whitebellied Redstartand White at ongeangdot by Fien vaientine
browed Bush Robint h e e x q ui s istSenbimlandVinac€ouRoskfth. The primary and
secondaryorest lowerdownthe mountairgave usa female Lady Amhergsts Pheasant f ee
road;as well as the impressive Rbédled Blue Magpie; Sichuan Bush WarbleA| st r o mé;s War
Brown Bullfinch; Redbilled Starling;Yellow-throated Buntingand more Ashythroatel Parrotbills.

After our time at Longcanggou we emked on the long drive to Wolondhaving to drive an extrive
hours due to three of the five possible routes up into the Balangshan Mountains being impEssable.
drive was however extremely inteesting and scenic andaended up ovenightingnear Luding with

the only notable bird seen along the way being a nesting Hill Pigeon on-tacdiff Ater an early
departure the next morning we made the small town of Rilong for a late breakfastdbefbieg up
towards the towering, 4500m (14700ft) high Balangshan Passt | ock of Salim Al i 6
town was a lovely surprise and
birding stops along the drive upe
pass were extremely productive
with every stop producingt least
one topquality new bird. The
brilliant little White-browed Tit
Warbler hopped around in the
dense, scrubby thickets along with
Pink-rumped, Himalayan
Beautiful, Chinese Whitbrowed
and StreakedRosefincles Alpine
Leaf Warbler and Sichuan Tit;
Snow Pigeonged in small groups

i n open, muddy ar ea
and Plain Mountain Finches.
The rare and erdemic Threetoed Parrotbill at Longcanggou by Several stunning male Whitailed

Dennis Braddy Rubythroat were admired as they
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sang from the tops of exposed busalkeng with Rufousbreasted Accentor and Rosy Pipit
On the mammal frontve encountered
several very endearing Himalayan Marmdgts
scurrying over the grassy slope#is we
descendedthe pass on the Wolong side we
encountered a very handsome Snow Partrifige
standing on a bank right at the edge of the rogd.
We ground to @alt and pmped outand quite
amazingly the bird did not budge. Cripplin
views of this highly sougkafter species ensue
and eventually after several minutes of point
blank views it decided to make its way dldit
further up the grassy slop@remendousA little
further on we arrived at our roaide lunch stop
where some of us were greeted by a mple
Temmi nckbés Tragopan that Jjumped out ftrom the
forest onto the road and made a dash across and The immaculateWhite-browed Tit-Warbler on
up the slope on the other side, showing its Balangshan Pass by Glen Valentine
immensely bright colourf a few seconds to a lucky few. Himalayan Vultures soared ovenvedd
ashort birding stop in a narrow valley a little lower down produced another huge surprise for this area in
the form of a female Swinhoeos adhongstsomdsmallbushes wa s
and even on the groundlong with fair numbers ofSlaty-backedand Rufousgorgeted Flycatchers;
Blue-fronted RedstarHimalayan Bluetajland Chestnut Thrush.

Our next full day up into the Balangshan Mountains was supesdhidrning started out overcast and
very coldbut the weather soon improved massive system had moved in during the night and brought
about three feetof sngwut after scope views of Chinese Mor
Pheasant our spiritéfted. After a field breakfast in the light snow we continued down the road and
admired the beauty of a soaring Golden Eagle, as well as several Bearded VIieigsneral birding
here washowever very slow due to the dense layer of fresh snow tleatkatedhe ground, bushes and
trees,so we decided to drop dowto the edge of the snelwme. This proved to be the perfetcision
becausgust before we were about to pull over and continue birding we suddenly found ourselves
surrounded by a massivdék of
male and female Grandala! These
brilliant birds had obviously been
forced lower down due to the
inclement weather and we were
absolutely blown away by the sheer
number of these beauties, as well as
how tame they werédlNe spent a
good deal of time aouring the
views of these indescribably
beautiful and bright, blue birds and
even after walking away from them
we were followed down the road
by a flock of aroundh dozen birds

for the next hour- Absolutely
amazing! Other great birds seen

The habitat of Snow Partridge & Tibetan Snowcock: Balangshan Pass .
Scenery by Glen Valentine after the Gradala explosion



