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Tour Summary 

 

Our first day in the Dominican Republic was a free day for those who had arrived early. After 

everyone had made landfall, we headed off for a ‘welcome’ dinner at a local restaurant. The birding 

proper started the following day with a visit to the Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens; and, as 

introductions to a new country go, this is hard to beat. Excellently maintained gardens with wide, 

asphalt paths allowed us to enjoy some easy birding. Garden park it may be, but some of the country’s 

special birds can be found easily here. We enjoyed a particularly successful morning, getting very 

good views of a handful of the island’s endemics; Hispaniolan Lizard Cuckoo, Hispaniolan 

Woodpecker, the ubiquitous Palmchat and Black-crowned Tanager. We were also fortunate to obtain 

very close views of West Indian Whistling Duck among other birds mostly restricted to the Caribbean, 

such as Mangrove Cuckoo, Antillean Palm Swift, Antillean Mango, Vervain Hummingbird, Stolid 

Flycatcher, Red-legged Thrush and Greater 

Antillean Grackle.  

 

Very happy with our start, we departed for the 

long, south westerly drive to the small village of 

Puerto Escondido for the next two nights. Some 

late afternoon birding added another stunning set 

of special birds including Plain Pigeon, 

Hispaniolan Parakeet, both Narrow-billed and 

Broad-billed Todies, White-necked Crow, many 

more Palmchats, Hispaniolan Oriole and Greater 

Antillean Bullfinch. A tasty dinner was followed 

by an order to sleep – as tomorrow would be an 

early and bumpy ride up the Sierra de Bahoruco! 

 

Dawn was still some way off as we started our 

drive up the northern slopes of the Sierra de 

Bahoruco. As we went over the incredibly bumpy and rocky road, few might have imagined the 

birding that lay ahead – for I consider this to be one of the best days of birding I have ever personally 

had. First target of the morning was the incredibly rare and shy La Selle Thrush. A brief glimpse, 

followed by a short, exposed, perched view was followed by rather more hidden views of the bird 

feeding on berries above us. We were off to a good start... Now we needed another of the high 

elevation endemics, the White-winged Warbler – almost on cue, one perched on a low, horizontal, 

exposed branch. Last but not least, we really needed a Western Chat-Tanager. While we had to work 

a little for this bird, we did get decent visuals as it flew from one roadside-busy perch to another.  

 

The pressure of having seen the ‘must see’ birds on the guides had lifted somewhat – we could tell 

that few if any of the birders really wanted to drive back up the next day for missing species! The rest 

of the morning was spent finding and enjoying a litany of endemics and near endemics; Scaly-naped 

Pigeon, a Bay-breasted Cuckoo for some, as well as both male and female Hispaniolan Emerald. 

Front view, back view and ventral view of Hispaniolan Trogon – surely one of the most attractive 

trogons in the world. Broad-billed Tody, Greater Antillean Elaenia, Hispaniolan Pewee, Stolid 

Flycatcher, Rufous-throated Solitaire, Red-legged Thrush, scoped views of Hispaniolan Crossbill, 

Antillean Siskin and Antillean Euphonia. A bevy of North American warblers were capped off with 

small numbers of Hispaniolan Spindalis. Our final bird of the morning was a small flock of Golden 

Swallow; initially providing ventral views, with some perseverance we were able to see the 

yellow/golden flash when they turned in flight. After a picnic lunch we headed back down the 

boulder-strewn road for a short afternoon break before a pre-dinner session of owling (‘poorwilling’). 
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Despite our best efforts and a number of calling Least Poorwill, none would make or allow any sort 

of approach.  

 

We had a long drive ahead of us the next day, but there was enough time to bird the local area for a 

few remaining specialities that we needed. The initial stages of the Rabo de Gato trail were filled with 

leaf litter, perfect habitat for quail-doves. With a little searching we were able to manage scoped 

views of both Key West and White-fronted Quail-Doves sitting motionless in the leaf litter or perched 

slightly above the ground. A shotgun breakfast was followed by a short session of birding among the 

dry scrubby border of a canal. While trying to get a decent visual of Flat-billed Vireo, the raucous 

call of Antillean Piculet erupted from the same Acacia bush. Forgetting the vireo very quickly we 

focused our attention on the piculet instead. While resembling all other piculets that I have ever seen, 

it is much larger and genetically sister to the true 

woodpeckers (Picinae) rather than a member of 

the piculet subfamily. Having sated ourselves on 

the piculet, we returned to finding the Flat-billed 

Vireo. Two birds were now much more co-

operative, clearly having realised that with their 

limited plumage they would have to expose a little 

more of themselves to get any attention! Some 

additions to the New World Warbler list were 

made, with all of us getting exceptional views of 

Palm and Prairie Warbler, while the very tricky 

Swainson’s was only seen by one of us. 

 

With that we jumped back into the vehicles and 

headed east for the coastal city of Barahona. After 

a short afternoon rest we headed into the nearby 

hills for another attempt at the islands nightbirds. 

Let’s just say that we returned after almost two 

hours without hearing a mouse. We did however get an up close and personal experience with the 

exquisite Island Pointed Snake. Never one to miss the opportunity of handling a new reptile, the “Dear 

Leader” was able to demonstrate this delicate reptile’s eye and body structure before falling victim 

to the snake’s musthy, defensive excretions... 

 

Everyone awoke early the following morning for the drive towards Pedernales, close to the Haitian 

border. For a change we had little pressure to find birds this day having done so well on the northern 

slopes of the Sierra de Bahoruco. Spurning the normal itinerary of an early morning drive to the 

windswept and cold southern slopes of the Sierra de Bahoruco, we headed instead for Cabo Rojo. A 

little wetland birding while eating a picnic breakfast was followed by short drive to some secluded 

coastal rocky outcrops. The intention was to find the magnificent White-tailed Tropicbird, known to 

breed in the immediate area. This is an early morning seabird, generally dispersing to deeper waters 

midmorning. The tropicbirds were soon found, but they were disappointingly distant. Perhaps 

breakfast should have waited until we were here? Our disappointment soon shifted as the birds came 

increasingly closer to the shore. Indeed, by the time all was said and done we had enjoyed very close 

views of more than 28 individuals! 

 

With the day heating up, we headed up the Alcoa Road on the southern slopes Sierra de Bahoruco. 

In comparison to the roads to the north, this access road was positively palatial. Built by Bauxite 

mining companies during the 1980s, this road could easily accommodate the landing of most 

commercial jetliners! Having been closed for over a decade, the mines have recently re-opened, and 

Black-capped Palm Tanager by Matthew 
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now hundreds of laden dump trucks speed up and down the road at high speed, carrying their cargo 

to the ships docked at Cabo Rojo for export to Jamaica. The new mines are located low down the 

mountain, with most of the road now falling within the Sierra de Bahoruco National Park. Without 

constant maintenance, the road within the National Park has been reduced to little more than a single 

lane, such is the re-growth of verge vegetation.  

Tragically, the status of National Park counts for little here. We could see numerous charcoal 

fires deep inside the park from the main access road. Due to the park’s proximity to Haiti, it has been 

invaded by illegal Haitians intent on pillaging and devastating the Dominican Republic’s natural 

resources (aided and abetted by corrupt Dominican officials out to make a quick buck). Having seen 

what was left of Haiti from the northern slopes of the Sierra de Bahoruco only a few days previously, 

one requires little imagination to see where Hispaniola in its entirety is heading without strong and 

meaningful intervention. 

 

We had only one target species left to get now, the bizarrely-named Hispaniolan Palm Crow which 

occurs nowhere near palms, but rather in pines! Expectedly, the crows were heard before we could 

see them. We had little to do except let them come to us – which they did, allowing excellent views 

of a small flock. Much to everyone’s delight, a large flock of over 20 individuals was seen flying over 

distant palm trees. A few more Golden Swallows capped off another good morning’s birding before 

we headed back down to Cabo Rojo for lunch. Down a dusty road we arrived at another secluded 

beach, replete with thatched seaside dining area. Any 

initial scepticism was soon dispelled when were shown 

what was for lunch. Lobster, conch, Red Snapper and 

crab... With incredible ambience, this was no doubt the 

culinary highlight of the tour! The call then went out that 

Caribbean Martin had been found, causing a minor 

scramble for bins and scopes. Unfortunately these were 

very distant and unsatisfying views – and lunch was 

about to be served, so the birds could wait! It was decided 

to take a lazy hour-or-two break from birding after lunch 

to relax a little. Some went snorkelling in the warm, 

pristine waters while others simply enjoyed the cool 

shade. Birding, well – you can’t really stop. A small 

troupe climbed up a rocky hill to try their luck for the 

Caribbean Martin again. While walking about trying to 

find where half my group had gone, I noticed the bird 

flying right over said rocky outcrop. Frantic shouts and 

hand signals got everyone onto the bird just as it flew low 

overhead. With that final parting shot we jumped back 

into the vehicles for the drive back to Barahona. Another 

effort was made for some nightbirds, but our luck was 

simply not in. Despite hearing an Ashy-faced Owl there 

was to be no visual or response.  

 

Leaving Barahona early the following day, we made our way back into the Sierra de Bahoruco to a 

secretive birding site. Known to only a few, this is the only site south of the Enriquillo basin to host 

the Eastern Chat-Tanager. Birds were heard calling before we had all made it out of the vehicles! 

Although it took much more effort than may have been expected, we ended up having exceptional 

views of a pair of these secretive and endangered birds. Thoroughly entertained we took to our picnic 

breakfasts in a most satisfied frame of mind. The long hours, rough roads and intense birding had 

paid off. We were to leave behind the Sierra de Bahoruco range now and head to the north coast via 

Hispaniolan Trogon by Matthew 
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Santo Domingo. So comfortable were out vehicles that many people were already snoozing while we 

battled our way back down the rough and rocky access road.  

 

Stopping only for fuel and lunch, we arrived in Cano Hondo on the border of Los Haitises National 

Park by the late afternoon. I was intent on seeing our last major target species before we had even 

checked in. Straight up a small mogote (karst limestone hill) we 

drove before a short walk into the associated valley. Loud calls 

pre-emanated our scoped views of one of the world’s most 

Critically Endangered raptors, the Ridgway’s Hawk. The noisy 

female sat perched on an exposed branch for all to see, allowing 

us to take our time viewing her in the scope. This recently found 

pair have started nesting on top of a Palmchat nest very close to 

human habitation. We can only hope that they nest successfully 

and return to the same nest site in future. The female eventually 

disappeared into thicker vegetation and we were able to check 

into our very upmarket hotel just as the leaden skies opened up. 

After dinner we headed out for some more owling, but returned 

with only slightly more success than we had had on all our 

previous attempts, with a few people getting average flight views 

of Ashy-faced Owl. 

 

With little birding to be done, most of us woke late for some 

general birding around the lodge before packing up for the return 

drive to Santo Domingo. A short stop at Sabana de la Mar gave 

us more views of Caribbean Martin and some new shorebirds 

before we continued on our way to the capital. A cultural tour of 

the historic old city was undertaken in the late afternoon while construction workers added the final 

touches for the following days Independence Day celebrations. The tour came to an end with another 

excellent restaurant dinner. Sans the tricky night birds, we had had a very impressive birding 

experience in this most friendly of nations.  

 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 

 
Total species recorded:     120       (5 heard only*) 
 

Taxonomy follows : Gill, F and Donsker, D (Eds). 2014. IOC World Bird List (ver. 4.1). 

 
DE = Dominican Rep Endemic, HE = Hispaniolan Endemic, CE = Restricted to the 

Caribbean, I = Introduced, ssp = Sub-species as applicable. 

 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
West Indian Whistling Duck  (CE)  Dendrocygna arborea 

A small flock of these rare ducks were seen very close to us at Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens. 

It would appear that they are quite comfortable living along a ‘greywater’ (domestic effluent) river 

in close proximity to humans. Since hunting of this species was banned they have been making a 

small comeback. Their capacity to adapt, at least in Santo Domingo is promising for the future. 

Blue-winged Teal     Anas discors 

Small numbers at Cabo Rojo. 

Narrow-billed Tody by Matthew 
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Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl  (I)   Numida meleagris 

Single bird seen near Cabo Rojo. (Cannot rule out the possibility of this bird being domesticated) 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Least Grebe      Tachybaptus dominicus 

Small family group in secluded river, Rabo de Gato. 

Pied-billed Grebe    Podilymbus podiceps 

Single bird in a canal, Rabo de Gato. 

 

Tropicbirds   Phaethontidae 
White-tailed Tropicbird   Phaethon lepturus 

Up to 30 individuals seen from a secluded rocky outcrop near Cabo Rojo. This is one of the few 

sites in the Caribbean where these birds nest on the mainland as opposed to isolated offshore 

islands.  

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
American White Ibis    Eudocimus albus 

Small numbers at Cabo Rojo. 

Glossy Ibis     Plegadis falcinellus 

Single bird seen by one of the group near Cabo Rojo. The bird is not regularly recorded in the 

Dominican Republic and this record is thus considered a national rarity. 

 

Herons & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron  Nyctanassa violacea 

Single bird seen by some of the group near Cabo Rojo. 

Green Heron      Butorides virescens 

Single bird seen by some of the group at Cano Hondo. 

Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis  

Commonly seen on most days of the tour. 

Great Blue Heron     Ardea herodias 

Single bird seen at Cabo Rojo. 

Great Egret      Ardea alba 

Singles seen frequently when driving.  

Tricolored Heron    Egretta tricolor 

Single bird seen at Cabo Rojo. 

Little Blue Heron     Egretta caerulea 

Single bird seen at Cabo Rojo. 

Snowy Egret     Egretta thula 

Single birds seen near Cabo Rojo and Sabana de la Mar. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Brown Pelican     Pelecanus occidentalis 

Small groups seen at various beach side stops including Cabo Rojo and Sabana de la Mar. 

 

Frigatebirds  Fregatidae 
Magnificent Frigatebird    Fregata magnificens 

Small groups seen at various beach side stops including Cabo Rojo and Sabana de la Mar. 
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New World Vultures  Cathartidae 
Turkey Vulture    Cathartes aura 

A single bird seen over the Botanical Gardens in Santo Domingo. Absent over the southern half of 

the island before it became by far the commonest bird around Cano Hondo. Despite the huge 

numbers observed in the north of the island, the birds were first recorded reliably only in the 1950’s 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Sharp-shinned Hawk    Accipiter striatus 

Single bird seen along the Alcoa road while waiting for the Hispaniolan Palm Crows to show. 

Ridgway’s Hawk  (DE)   Buteo ridgwayi 

Female seen perched near a nest in Cano Hondo. The recent nesting activity of this pair so close to a 

human habitation in this increasingly exploited habitat is promising for the future recovery of the 

species. Historically recorded across Hispaniola, the entire population is now to be found only along 

the northern littoral of the Dominican Republic. Considered to be the most Critically Endangered 

raptor in the world until recently, last year’s fantastic breeding success has alleviated concerns of its 

imminent extinction. The population’s rehabilitation is due in no small part to the ongoing work of 

the Peregrine fund to monitor nest sites and alleviate the threats to chicks posed by Bot Fly larvae as 

well as human persecution.  

Red-tailed Hawk     Buteo jamaicensis 

Pairs and singles see frequently in the Sierra de Bahoruco mountains. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Clapper Rail     Rallus longirostris 

Single bird seen at Cabo Rojo and a further individual heard in the mangroves of Saban de la Mar. 

Sora*      Porzana carolina 

Single bird heard at Cabo Rojo. 

Common Gallinule    Gallinula galeata 

Family group seen at the Botanical Gardens and Cabo Rojo. 

 

Limpkin  Aramidae 
Limpkin      Aramus guarauna 

Heard frequently at Rabo de Gato, many seen vocalising incessantly as well as perched in trees at 

Cano Hondo. 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Grey Plover      Pluvialis squatarola 

Small numbers seen at Cabo Rojo and Sabana de la Mar. 

Semipalmated Plover    Charadrius semipalmatus 

Small numbers seen at Cabo Rojo and Sabana de la Mar. 

Killdeer      Charadrius vociferus 

Single bird seen at Cabo Rojo. 

 

Sandpipers & Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Greater Yellowlegs     Tringa melanoleuca 

Single bird seen at Cabo Rojo. 

Lesser Yellowlegs     Tringa flavipes 

Small numbers at Cabo Rojo. 

Solitary Sandpiper     Tringa solitaria 
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Single birds seen at the Botanical Gardens and Cabo Rojo. 

Spotted Sandpiper     Actitis macularius 

Single birds seen at the Botanical Gardens, Cabo Rojo and Sabana de la Mar. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

Group seen along a sandy beach at Cabo Rojo. 

Western Sandpiper     Calidris mauri 

Small group seen at Cabo Rojo. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Royal Tern      Thalasseus maximus 

Decent numbers seen at Cabo Rojo and Sabana de la Mar. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove  (I)    Columba livia 

Seen whenever passing through cities and villages. 

White-crowned Pigeon  (CE)  Patagioenas leucocephala 

Two distant individuals seen at Cano Hondo, also heard near Barahona. 

Scaly-naped Pigeon  (CE)   Patagioenas squamosa 

Seen well at higher elevations of the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area), the morning sun 

illuminating the scaled neck for all to see. 

Plain Pigeon  (CE)    Patagioenas inornata 

Seen at lower elevations, particularly among agricultural fields near Rabo de Gato. 

Mourning Dove     Zenaida macroura 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. 

Zenaida Dove  (CE)    Zenaida aurita 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. 

White-winged Dove     Zenaida asiatica 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. 

Common Ground Dove    Columbina passerina 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. 

White-fronted Quail-Dove  (DE)  Geotrygon leucometopia 

Historically considered part of the Grey-headed Quail-Dove complex shared with Cuba, this species 

has been split into two species White-fronted being Endemic to the Dominican Republic (possibly 

occurs in Haiti) and Grey-fronted Quail-Dove of Cuba. A little searching along the low branches 

above leaf litter along the Rabo de Gato Trail allowed extended scoped views of a relaxed 

individual.  

Key West Quail-Dove  (CE)   Geotrygon chrysia 

Spread across the West Indian islands, this bird is not particularly common anywhere. We were thus 

very appreciative to have a number scoped views of these birds feeding quietly in the leaf litter at 

the beginning of the Rabo de Gato Trail. 

Ruddy Quail-Dove     Geotrygon montana 

The hardest of the Quail-Doves on Hispaniola (although rather more common and widespread 

elsewhere). Seen only briefly by occupants of one vehicle in the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area) 

and luckily another brief view was had by the occupants of the second vehicle a few days later 

around the Eastern Chat-Tanager site. 

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 
Smooth-billed Ani     Crotophaga ani 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. 

Mangrove Cuckoo     Coccyzus minor 
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One individual came in for close views at the Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens.   

Bay-breasted Cuckoo  (DE)   Coccyzus rufigularis  

A very tricky species seen well by some and not at all by others in the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten 

area). Rather unfortunately, this species has undergone a horrid decline in numbers and is not 

reliably seen in the Sierra de Bahoruco anymore. Only a few stable populations are known to the 

north of the Dominican Republic. So reduced is the population that this species is no longer 

considered to occur in Haiti.  

Hispaniolan Lizard Cuckoo  (HE)    Coccyzus longirostris 

Fairly common, seen well at the Botanical Gardens and along the Rabo de Gato Trail. We were able 

to observe one individual quietly hunting lizards as well as some lizards taking evasive action when 

they realised that the bird was nearby. 

 

Barn Owls  Tytonidae 
Ashy-faced Owl  (HE)   Tyto glaucops  

Heard near Barahona, seen briefly by some at Cano Hondo. Rather disappointingly, we were unable 

to secure good visuals of this species. While widespread is it nowhere common.  

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Burrowing Owl     Athene cunicularia 

Seen by the occupants of one vehicle while ascending the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area). 

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Least Poorwill  (HE)*   Siphonorhis brewsteri  

Heard calling around the Rabo de Gato Trail, but none could be seen. A small nightjar that is rarely 

seen on the ground, favouring low scrubby trees to perch and hunt from. 

Hispaniolan Nightjar  (HE)*  Antrostomus eckmani 

Historically part of the Greater Antillean Nightjar complex, this complex has been split into its two 

constituent distributions, Hispaniolan Nightjar in Hispaniola and Cuban Nightjar in Cuba. Heard 

calling while ascending the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area), none were seen unfortunately. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Antillean Palm Swift  (CE)   Tachornis phoenicobia 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour, especially common in Santo Domingo where most roads 

are lined with palm trees of various indigenous and exotic species.  

 

Hummingbirds  Trochilidae 
Antillean Mango  (CE)   Anthracothorax dominicus 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. A delightful little Mango found only on Hispaniola, 

Puerto Rico and small associated islands.  

Hispaniolan Emerald  (HE)   Chlorostilbon swainsonii 

Both males and females were observed well at higher elevations of the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten 

area). 

Vervain Hummingbird  (CE)  Mellisuga minima 

The world second smallest bird (1st : Bee Hummingbird of Cuba), a pair of these tiny little 

hummers were scoped and seen well at the Botanical Gardens and later in the Sierra de Bahoruco 

(Zapoten area). 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Hispaniolan Trogon  (HE)   Priotelus roseigaster  
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What an exquisite trogon, seen well from all angles in the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area). 

 

Kingsihers  Alcedinidae 
Belted Kingfisher     Megaceryle alcyon 

Single bird seen flying over Cabo Rojo. 

 

Todies  Todidae 
Broad-billed Tody  (HE)   Todus subulatus 

The commoner of the two Todies around the Rabo de Gato Trail and the Sierra de Bahoruco area. 

Narrow-billed Tody  (HE)   Todus angustirostris  

Present in small numbers around Rabo de Gato. 

** Although only heard around the Eastern Chat-Tanager site, the Todies in this area are 

indeterminate, appearing to be hybrid Broad-billed/Narrow-billed or possibly an unusual race/sub-

species/new species.  

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Antillean Piculet  (HE)   Nesoctites micromegas 

A single bird offered excellent views while we were actually searching for Flat-billed Vireo! Recent 

taxonomic investigation has shown that this species is more closely related to true woodpeckers 

(Picinae) rather than any member of the piculet subfamily. There are no other piculets in the Greater 

or Lesser Antilles making this a truly interesting Genus. At present it is most closely related to the 

Hemicircus genus containing Grey-and-buff Woodpecker found in the Malaysian Peninsula and the 

Heart-spotted Woodpecker, rather more widespread in mainland Asia and the Orient. 

Hispaniolan Woodpecker  (HE)  Melanerpes striatus 

This common but beautiful woodpecker was seen frequently on all days of the tour in all habitat 

types. Perhaps the best sighting was of a pair attending to noisy chicks in Cano Hondo. 

 

Caracaras & Falcons  Falconidae 
American Kestrel    Falco sparverius 

This endemic sub-species was seen frequently on all days of the tour. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Hispaniolan Parakeet  (HE)   Psittacara chloroptera 

Surprisingly commoner in Santo Domingo than anywhere else. Also seen flying over the Sierra de 

Bahoruco. Is very similar to the Cuban Parakeet but markedly larger. 

Olive-throated Parakeet  (I)   Eupsittula nana 

An introduced species that unusually is not found near human habitation. Presumed to have made 

its way to Hispaniola via the Bauxite trade between the Dominican Republic and Jamaica. Found 

reliably only in the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area) mountains.  

Hispaniolan Amazon  (HE)   Amazona ventralis 

Heard and seen flying over us a number of times, was seen well near Cabo Rojo perched in low 

scrubby trees. 

 

Tyrant Flycatchers  Tyrannidae 
Greater Antillean Elaenia  (CE)  Elaenia fallax 

A tricky species that fortunately showed very well in the Sierra de Bahoruco mountains (Zapoten 

area). Found only on Hispaniola and Jamaica where it is increasingly rare. 

Hispaniolan Pewee  (HE)   Contopus hispaniolensis 

Fairly common only in the Sierra de Bahoruco mountains.  
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Grey Kingbird     Tyrannus dominicensis 

Seen frequently on all days of the tour. 

Loggerhead Kingbird*  (CE)  Tyrannus caudifasciatus 

Unfortunately only heard in the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area). There is some speculation that 

this sub-species may gain full species status at some point in the future. 

Stolid Flycatcher  (CE)   Myiarchus stolidus 

Found only in Hispaniola and the Hellshire Hills of Kingston Jamaica. Individuals showed very 

well in the Botanical Gardens and Sierra de Bahoruco.  

 

Vireos & Greenlets  Vireonidae 
Flat-billed Vireo  (HE)   Vireo nanus 

It had to wait to be observed while we switched our attention to the confiding Antillean Piculet. A 

pair showed well near Rabo de Gato and singles were seen by some of the group along the Alcoa 

Road.  

Black-whiskered Vireo    Vireo altiloquus 

A common passage migrant through Hispaniola, a single bird of the resident population showed 

well at the Botanical Gardens.  

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
Hispaniolan Palm Crow  (HE)  Corvus palmarum 

Decent numbers were seen at the end of the Alcoa Road. 

White-necked Crow  (HE)   Corvus leucognaphalus 

More widespread than the Hispaniolan Palm Crow, birds were seen at the Rabo de Gato trail before 

we all had excellent views (including the normally hidden white neck feathers) at Cano Hondo 

while individual displayed at themselves in our vehicles rear view mirror. A small population of 

these crows were introduced to Puerto Rico many decades ago but have since died out. 

 

Palmchat  Dulidae 
Palmchat  (HE)    Dulus dominicus 

Seen frequently on all days of the tour. One of the biggest targets on the island for Family listers, it 

is fortunately ubiquitous occurring in staggering numbers throughout the island wherever there are 

palm trees. Communal nesters, there seem to have more in common with the social African 

Weavers. Constantly nest building, practically every second bird seen was carrying a stick to its 

palm tree nest sites.  

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Golden Swallow  (HE)   Tachycineta euchrysea 

A pair of birds were seen hawking in the Sierra de Bahoruco, eventually showing their beautiful 

golden yellow rumps. Further individuals were seen along the Alcoa Road.  

Caribbean Martin  (CE)   Progne dominicensis 

Seen initially from distance while having lunch near Cabo Rojo, this bird was seen very well a little 

later on as well as at Sabana de la Mar where a single bird used a regular perch on an offshore boat. 

Recently some individuals have taken to nesting in traffic lights along the Dominican coast. Much 

like some other members of this genus (i.e: Cuban Martin), the wintering grounds of this species are 

unknown, presumed to be in South America. 

 

Mockingbirds & Thrashers  Mimidae 
Northern Mockingbird    Mimus polyglottos 

Seen frequently on all days of the tour. 
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Thrushes  Turdidae 
Rufous-throated Solitaire  (CE)  Myadestes genibarbis 

Found only at higher altitudes of the Sierra de Bahoruco, we were able to get very good views of a 

number of these colourful songsters. The entire population is restricted to Jamaica, Hispaniola and a 

handful of the larger Lesser Antillean islands.  

Bicknell’s Thrush*    Catharus bicknelli 

We were only able to hear this bird while scrambling about for La Selle Thrush in the Sierra de 

Bahoruco as well as near the Eastern Chat-Tanager site. Very little is known about the wintering 

habits of this species, and is currently the focus of research in Hispaniola. 

La Selle Thrush  (HE)   Turdus swalesi  

Most of us had staggering views of this rare and threatened thrush. While we all had somewhat 

obscured views of a bird feeding on berries in the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area). 

Red-legged Thrush  (CE)   Turdus plumbeus 

Seen fairly frequently at the Botanical Gardens and along the road in the Sierra de Bahoruco. 

 

Old World Sparrows & Snowfinches  Passeridae 
House Sparrow  (I)    Passer domesticus 

Seen frequently anywhere near human habitation. 

 

Weavers & Widowbirds  Ploceidae 
Village Weaver  (I)    Ploceus cucullatus 

An introduced species from Africa that has apparently been resident for a century. The species has 

not exploded or become invasive with only single birds seen in the Botanical Gardens and near the 

Rabo de Gato trail.  

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies  Estrildidae 
Scaly-breasted Munia  (I)   Lonchura punctulata 

A more recent arrival in the Dominican Republic (and many other Caribbean islands as well as 

Central America) most probably due to the pet bird trade, it has taken to the rice paddies with gusto 

and will likely expand its numbers further. Small flocks were seen mingling with Yellow-faced 

Grassquits at Cano Hondo. 

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Hispaniolan Crossbill  (HE)   Loxia megaplaga 

This species gave us the runaround for a while until we were eventually able to triangulate the call 

and the specific pine tree it was positioned in. Good scoped views of a female were had by all. 

Previously considered a sub-species of Two-barred Crossbill, this resident population was elevated 

to a full species some time ago. Just how this bird arrived in Hispaniola is open to speculation. 

Neither of the nearby islands of Jamaica or Cuba (with similar Pine habitat) have Crossbills, in fact 

the nearest population of any other Crossbill species is only to be found in the Northern USA. 

Antillean Siskin  (HE)   Spinus dominicensis 

A bird that had the Dear Leader sprinting down the gravel road in hot pursuit actually proved very 

approachable, with all of us able to enjoy extremely close views of a sub-adult male in full voice. In 

fact, the bird was so approachable and keen on making a noise that we were able to secure top rate 

vocal recordings from a few feet away. Further adults were seen along with this young male in the 

Sierra de Bahoruco. 

Antillean Euphonia  (CE)   Euphonia musica 

A gorgeous little male Euphonia was seen particularly well in the Sierra de Bahoruco followed by 
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equally good views of the distinctly, but eminently attractive female along the Alcoa Road. 

 

New World Warblers  Parulidae 
Ovenbird      Seiurus aurocapilla 

Seen frequently if only briefly along most shaded roads along the Rabo de Gato Trail. 

Louisiana Waterthrush    Parkesia motacilla 

We hadn’t paid much attention to these warblers until the last morning at Cano Hondo where a 

single bird was seen well around the lodge by some. 

Northern Waterthrush    Parkesia noveboracensis 

Another warbler that did not get our full attention until late in the tour, singles were seen around 

Cabo Rojo and Cano Hondo. 

Black-and-white Warbler    Mniotilta varia 

Small numbers seen around Rabo de Gato and Sierra de Bahoruco. 

Swainson’s Warbler     Limnothlypis swainsonii 

The trickiest warbler of all, seen only by one of the group while spishing for other warblers near 

Rabo de Gato. Jamaica and Hispaniola constitute the most reliable wintering observations. 

Common Yellowthroat    Geothlypis trichas 

A beautiful (even for a sub-adult) individual was seen well at Cabo Roja. 

American Redstart     Setophaga ruticilla 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. 

Cape May Warbler     Setophaga tigrina 

Seen in small numbers around the Botanical Gardens and Rabo de Gato. 

Northern Parula    Setophaga americana 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. 

Magnolia Warbler     Setophaga magnolia 

A single worn looking individual seen at Rabo de Gato. 

Mangrove Warbler     Setophaga petechia 

A few ‘yellow warblers’ were seen well at Cabo Rojo. While initially identified as American 

Yellow Warblers, these individuals are in fact a distinct and endemic sub-species of the Mangrove 

Warbler, split from the Yellow Warbler complex fairly recently.  

Black-throated Blue Warbler   Setophaga caerulescens 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. 

Palm Warbler     Setophaga palmarum 

Small numbers were seen around Rabo de Gato, with one very confiding individual tail bobbing 

down a dirt track.  

Pine Warbler     Setophaga pinus 

Seen only at higher elevations of the Sierra de Bahoruco. 

Myrtle Warbler     Setophaga coronata  

Two birds were found foraging in the low scrub around Cabo Rojo. 

Prairie Warbler     Setophaga discolor 

Small numbers seen in almost full breeding plumage around Rabo de Gato and Cabo Rojo. 

 

Family Uncertain   Incertae Sedis 5 
Green-tailed Warbler  (HE)   Microligea palustris 

Singles were seen late on our second day near Rabo de Gato and again the next morning high up the 

Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area) providing excellent comparisons with the following species. 

White-winged Warbler  (HE)  Xenoligea montana 

What a cracking little bird - although I know not what to call it yet. Somewhere between a warbler, 

a chat, even a tanager - the jury is still out. Either way, we had no sooner mentioned our intent to 

find this little fellow when one popped out onto an exposed branch practically on cue. Any concern 
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about how different it may have been from Green-tailed was put to bed immediately upon 

observation. Another bird that the current field guide unfortunately do no justice to. 

 

Oropendolas, Orioles & Blackbirds  Icteridae 
Hispaniolan Oriole  (HE)   Icterus dominicensis 

Formerly the nominate sub-species of the Greater Antillean Oriole, recent taxonomy has split the 

various sub-species into their constituent islands, namely Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Bahamas. A 

large flock near Rabo de Gato trail followed by further single observations. 

Baltimore Oriole     Icterus galbula 

A passage migrant not usually seen at this time of year. A single bird was seen at Cano Hondo by 

one of the group. 

Greater Antillean Grackle  (CE)  Quiscalus niger 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour. The entire population is restricted to the Greater Antillean 

and Cayman islands. 

 

Bananaquit  Coerebidae 
Bananaquit      Coereba flaveola 

Commonly seen on most days of the tour. 

 

Tanagers & Allies  Thraupidae 
Yellow-faced Grassquit    Tiaris olivaceus 

Fairly common but rarely gave decent views. Small flocks at Cano Hondo provided the best visuals 

while foraging in rice paddies in the early morning sun. 

Greater Antillean Bullfinch  (CE)  Loxigilla violacea 

Another hard to pin down species. With some perseverance we eventually managed to get decent 

views of the male and particularly good views of the drabber female near Rabo de Gato. The entire 

population is restricted to Jamaica, Hispaniola, Bahamas and some minor outlying islands such as 

the Caicos Islands. 

Black-crowned Tanager  (HE)  Phaenicophilus palmarum 

Seen frequently on most days of the tour including the Botanical Gardens and Sierra de Bahoruco. 

While ostensibly easy to differentiate from the Haitian endemic Grey-crowned Tanager, juveniles 

of this species are easily mis-identified and probably constitute most claimed records of Grey-

crowned Tanager in the Dominican Republic. 

Western Chat-Tanager  (HE)  Calyptophilus tertius 

A pair of birds was observed at the eastern extent of their range in the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten 

area). This site constitutes a recent easterly expansion of their range. While never sitting still for 

long, we were able to get decent views of a bird that comes across much bigger and more distinctly 

coloured than anything the current field guides are able to insinuate. 

Eastern Chat-Tanager  (HE)  Calyptophilus frugivorus 

A big bonus for us. Until recently, one would have needed to add a few days to the itinerary in 

order to travel far enough off our usual course to find this increasingly scarce and threatened 

species. Thankfully our local guide knew a secret spot to find an isolated population in the Sierra de 

Bahoruco, many, many miles south of any previously known population. As far as is currently 

known, this population constitutes at least a new sub-species (DNA testing has been done to 

confirm that it is indeed an Eastern Chat-Tanager in the first place), but a formal description has not 

been published as yet.  

Hispaniolan Spindalis  (HE)   Spindalis dominicensis 

A small Spindalis by comparison to other Caribbean species. Only small numbers were seen at 

higher elevations of the Sierra de Bahoruco.  
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MAMMALS 
 

Mongooses  Herpestidae 
Small Asian Mongoose  (I)   Herpestes javanicus 

This horrid invasive species has thankfully not become prolific on Hispaniola just yet. A single 

individual seen by one of the group at Sabana de la Mar. 

 

 

REPTILES 
 

Geckos  Sphaerodactylidae 
Alto Velo Least Gecko  (HE)  Sphaerodactylus altavelensis 

Only a few centimetres long, this tiny brown gecko species was expertly searched for and found by 

our local guide by gently ‘combing’ the loose leaf litter. One individual found and displayed along 

the Rabo de Gato Trail. 

 

Curly-tailed Lizards  Leiocephalidae 
Haitian Curlytail Lizard  (HE)  Leiocephalus personatus 

A distinctly ‘un-curlytailed’ individual was seen basking on a rock in the Santo Domingo Botanical 

Gardens. This individual must have had a ‘close shave’ with a predator for it only had a small 

vestige of a tail left.  

Orange-bellied Curlytail Lizard  (HE) Leiocephalus barahonensis 

A number of individual were seen at night while owling in the Barahona area. 

 

Anoles  Polychrotidae 
Armoured Anole  (HE)   Anolis armouri 

Another expert find by our local guide high in the Sierra de Bahoruco (Zapoten area). Once 

captured we were rather awestruck by this Anole’s ability to play ‘dead’ when turned on its back. 

Northern Hispaniolan Green Anole  (HE) Anolis chlorocyanus 

A few individuals were observed on palm tree trunks in the Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens. 

Southern Hispaniolan Green Anole  (HE) Anolis coelestinus 

A few individuals were observed on palm tree trunks in the Barahona area. 

Hispaniolan Stout Anole  (HE)  Anolis cybotes 

Seen frequently throughout the tour both during the day and roosting at night. 

Hispaniolan Gracile Anole  (HE)  Anolis distichus 

Seen frequently throughout the tour. 

 

Whiptails  Teiidae 
Pigmy Blue-tailed Ameiva  (HE)  Ameiva lineolata 

A beautiful lizard species seen in the Barahona area. 

 

New World Dipsadidae  Dipsadidae 
Island Pointed Snake  (HE)   Uromacer frenatus 

Single specimen found near Barahona while owling. 

 

 

AMPHIBIANS 
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True Toads  Bufonidae 
Cane Toad  (I)    Rhinella marinus 

Seen at Rabo de Gato and around Barahona. 

 

Tree Frogs  Hylidae 
Hispaniolan Common Tree Frog  (HE) Osteopilus dominicensis 

Common around Cano Hondo while searching for Ashy-faced Owl. 
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