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Leaving the charming city of Antigua behind, we headed straight for the cloud forests of Finca Los 
Andes. Initially very quiet, it fortunately wasn't long before the sounds of silence were broken by 
cheers of success. A magnificent male Resplendent Quetzal was the first species I focused my 
binoculars on that morning and indeed it was also the first lifer for many of us in the group. All within 
hours of the first morning...what a start!  
 
Moving on to the gardens around the farm house, we added Bar-winged and Baltimore Orioles, 
Prevosts's Ground Sparrow, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Yellow-breasted Chat, Yellow-winged Tanager 
and Red-billed Pigeon, before driving to lunch in Los Tarrales. 

Our afternoon walk in Tarrales produced another host of goodies, starting with a stunning Blue-
diademed Motmot and going on to include White-bellied Chachalaca, Brown-crested Flycatcher, 
Orange-fronted and Orange-chinned Parakeets, Yellow-naped Amazon, Long-billed Starthroat, 
Collared Aracari, Smoky-brown and Lineated Woodpeckers, Rose-throated Becard, Rufous-naped 
Wren, Altamira Oriole and Black-headed Saltator!  
 
Enjoying another day of great weather, we set off for the ridge-line trail in Tarrales the following 
morning. Passing first through plantations and then through some wonderful forest, we found a host of 
great species, including Tody Motmot, Crested Guan, Blue-throated Sapphire, White-bellied Emerald, 
Northern Beardless Tyrannulet, Long-tailed Manakin, Rufous-browed Peppershrike, Blue-grey 
Gnatcatcher and Worm-eating Warbler, before returning for another scrumptious meal in the company 
of Cinnamon Hummingbirds. 

After lunch and a look at some more hummingbirds and Yellow-throated Euphonias at the 
feeders, we then set off for a walk around the back of the property, where we had further looks at 
Gartered Trogon and enjoyed the most fantastic displays of the bizarre Highland Guan!  
 
The next day we still had a score to settle with Rufous-breasted Spinetail and there were some 
remaining specials for the area, so we set off on foot once again to yet another section of this very 
habitat-diverse property. It wasn't long before we heard our first spinetail of the day, only this one was 
to be a much more obliging individual than those on our previous encounters. Not only did we get great 
views of this wonderful little bird, but we even managed some photographs as it repeatedly came in to 
investigate our calls. Other new and special birds for the morning included Broad-winged Hawk, a 
lovely pair of Ferruginous Pygmy Owls, Barred Antshrike, White-throated Magpie Jay, Barred 
Antshrike and two species of motmot. 
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Our next destination was the cooler forests of Las Nubes. This fully functioning coffee finca is steeped 
in fascinating history and well worth the visit, just for the insight into both its past and its present as a 
very large and important coffee producing farm in Guatemala. It was, however, more because of our 
interest in the large tracts of forest that have been protected within the property's boundary that we 
made our way here. Standing on a purposely built platform overlooking the forest, an entire afternoon 
drifted by while we were watching the great birds that passed before us. By evening we had already 
seen our first Azure-rumped Tanagers and Blue-crowned Chlorophonias, along with a host of other 
birds including Hairy Woodpecker, Greater Pewee, Barred Parakeet, more Resplendent Quetzals, 
Emerald Toucanet and Bushy-crested Jay. Then, as if that wasn't enough, we drove a little further up 
the hill to try our luck with Fulvous Owl. And luck we had! Enjoying a magnificent bird as it flew from 
perch to perch until at one point it was right above our heads, we couldn't help but start discussions on 
bird of the day. And then, as if that wasn’t enough, our drive back down the hill in the dark was 
interrupted by the opportunity to closely examine a Pauraque… a magic end to a magic day! 
 
Positioning ourselves on the platform before dawn the next morning, we first heard the sounds of a 
Mottled Owl and then the bizarre calls of yet another Highland Guan. Then, after a spectacular sunrise 
over the forest, we found ourselves racking up more wonderful birds, before sitting down to breakfast 
with a view. Fueled by Las Nubes Coffee and the prospect of more great forest birds, we walked the 
trail below the platform. Stopping first for a Collared Trogon, we went on to see a lovely pair of Blue-
crowned Chlorophonias, a very showy Fan-tailed Warbler, a skulking Ovenbird, Blue-winged Warbler 
and a Grey-breasted Wood Wren. The afternoon then saw some of us on a thoroughly informative and 
enjoyable tour of the coffee finca, while others patiently waited for Emerald-chinned Hummingbird in 
the lovely gardens of the lodge.  
 
Leaving Las Nubes before dawn, we reached the road to Fuentes Georginas in time for the height of 
bird activity and wonderful clear morning views of the volcanoes nearby. Making regular stops along 
the way for one new bird after the other, it seemed we would never reach our destination at all! 
Highlights of the drive up and our time here included Yellow-backed Oriole, Crescent-chested Warbler, 
a stunning Wine-throated Hummingbird at close quarters, great looks at a singing Brown-backed 
Solitaire, Band-backed Wren, many Green Violetears, Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer, closer looks at 
Black-capped Swallows, White-naped and Chestnut-capped Brush Finches, Rufous-collared Thrush – 
and delicious cups of hot chocolate! Having lunch near the shores of beautiful Lake Atlilan, we had 
surprise visits from Blue-and-white Mockingbird and an Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush, before 
crossing the lake to our splendid and well-appointed lodge for another two nights' stay. 
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Taking to the water once again the next morning, we set off across the lake before the light of dawn. 
Our destination was the fabled San Pedro volcano and its richly forested slopes. From its base we 
climbed first through coffee plantations and corn fields to reach some wonderful forest in just over two 
hours. Spending the rest of the day birding these forests and, for the exceptionally fit, the summit, we 
enjoyed both spectacular vistas and great birds. Sadly only hearing the Horned Guan, our primary 
reason for being here, we did however encounter a few great 'hummers' including Magnificent and 
Amethyst-throated, the local race of Yellow-rumped Warbler, Rufous-browed Wren and Grey Silky 
Flycatcher.  
 
Expecting to head straight to the dry forests of San Juan La Laguna the following morning, we found 
ourselves held up by waterbirds instead. Adding a smattering of new duck and heron species to our list, 
we still made it to the dry slopes in perfect time. There, in just a few short hours, we managed to find 
Black-vented Oriole, the strange Lesser Roadrunner, Rusty and Lincoln's Sparrows, Slender Sheartail 
and the beautiful Rufous-capped Warbler. 

After wolfing down some very large crepes, we made our way into the forests at Rincon Suizo 
to find the most important target of the day - the very pretty little Pink-headed Warbler. We found a 
couple of these special birds in very little time indeed, allowing us time to search for yet more specials, 
including a gorgeous Amethyst-throated Hummingbird and an obliging Olive Warbler. 

A brief stop at Molino Halvetia gave us good looks at the local race of Steller's Jay, Northern 
Tufted Flycatcher, American Bushtit, Yellowish Flycatcher and some stunning Hermit Warblers. 
Evening saw us back in charming Antigua. 
 
The next day, being the final morning of the tour for some, we were extra keen to cram in some new 
birds and a great finish. With that, we drove to the top of Finca EL Pilar in time to hear the dawn 
chorus and for another lovely sunrise. First birds on the agenda were a wonderful group of Hooded 
Grosbeaks, followed not long after by some very uncooperative Singing Quails. From there and right 
until lunch, we added a nice set of birds including Red-faced Warbler, a cracking Blue-throated 
Motmot, two Spot-crowned Woodcreepers, Acorn Woodpecker, Eastern Bluebird and a few species of 
hummingbird at the feeders.  

Finally bidding farewell to part of the group, we boarded our flight to Flores for the start of our 
extension to the land of the Mayans. 
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Our first full day in the lowlands was a fantastic success. Wondering around the fascinating ruins at 
Yaxha, we mixed a great historical tour with some superb birding. Amidst the ruins and shady forest 
canopy we found a huge selection of species, including Northern Bentbill, Red-crowned and Red-
throated Ant Tanagers, Eye-browed Flatbill, Stub-tailed Spadebill, Keel-billed Toucan, five species of 
Woodcreeper (Ruddy, Ivory-billed, Olivaceous, Northern Barred and Strong-billed), White-whiskered 
Puffbird, Pale-billed Woodpecker, Mayan Antthrush, Blue-black Grosbeak, Montezuma Oropendola, 
Tawny-crowned Greenlet, White-crowned Parrot, Mealy Amazon, Turquoise-browed Motmot, Brown 
Jay and Plain Chachalaca. In fact, we added 49 new species to our trip list - out of a total of 98 species 
seen for the day! Not bad going in anyone’s language! 

From Yaxha we had lunch with some Grey Catbirds, after which we left for Tikal, stopping en 
route at a roadside lake. The lake itself gave us a wonderful Tri-colored Heron, Mangrove Swallows 
and a few other goodies, while our afternoon stroll at Tikal provided us with our first encounter with 
those fantastic birds that call this part of the world home - Occelated Turkeys! Wondering around with 
a 'herd' of these incredibly colorful birds was a treat indeed and a definite highlight for everyone. 
 
Our time at Tikal was filled with an immersion into the amazing Mayan history and culture, wonderful 
views and ruins, and many great birds, of course. Over the course of two days, the latter kept us very 
occupied indeed and we racked up an impressive list that included Slaty-tailed Trogon, Purple-crowned 
Fairy, Wedge-tailed Sabrewing, Ruddy Quail-Dove, Bright-rumped Attila, Ornate Hawk-Eagle, Boat-
billed Heron, American Pygmy Kingfisher, Long-tailed and Stripe-throated Hermits, King Vulture, 
White-fronted Amazon, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, Grey-collared Becard, Yucatan Flycatcher, Black 
Catbird, Blue Bunting, Black-headed Shrike-Tanager and Green-backed Sparrow. And let's not forget 
our multiple encounters with Geoffrey's Spider Monkeys and Guatemalan Howler Monkeys. A great 
site indeed! 
 
Our final afternoon was spent birding around our wonderful accommodation in Flores. Adding 
Northern Waterthrush, Ringed Kingfishers and some very large Morelet's Crocodiles to our list of 
sightings, many of us just enjoyed the final sunset over the lake before the flight back to Guatemala 
City the next day, where we concluded another fantastic and successful tour to this thoroughly 
rewarding part of the world. 
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Photo credits, in order of appearance: Resplendent Quetzal by Jose Yee, Turquoise-browed Motmot, 
Pink-headed Warbler, Occelated Turkey and Ornate Hawk-Eagle all by Rich Lindie, Guatemalan 
Howler Monkey (see below) by Adam Riley. 

 
Annotated List of Bird Species seen 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 3.2 List of: Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2012. Birds of the 
World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. 

 
Chachalacas, Curassows & Guans  Cracidae 

Plain Chachalaca     Ortalis vetula 
This species was common around Yaxha and Tikal. 
White-bellied Chachalaca (NE)   Ortalis leucogastra 
Commonly seen during our time at Los Tarrales. 
Crested Guan     Penelope purpurascens 
We had fantastic views of this species at Las Nubes and around Tikal. 
Highland Guan     Penelopina nigra 
We watched this species giving its bizarre calls and an equally interesting display flight for almost 
twenty minutes, at Los Tarrales. We also heard and glimpsed others at Las Nubes. 
(H) Horned Guan (NE)    Oreophasis derbianus 
Unfortunately, this species was only heard during our time on San Pedro. 
 

New World Quail  Odontophoridae 
(H) Spotted Wood Quail    Odontophorus guttatus 
Unfortunately, this species was only heard, at Las Nubes. 
Singing Quail      Dactylortyx thoracicus 
Despite drawing them in from quite a distance, these birds just wouldn't show themselves at El Pilar. 
 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Ocellated Turkey     Meleagris ocellata 
Unforgettable birds and encounters! A trip to Tikal to admire these birds up close is almost enough to 
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warrant the trip in itself. 
 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Blue-winged Teal     Anas discors 
Briefly seen on a few occasions at Lake Atitlan. 
Lesser Scaup      Aythya affinis 
Small flocks of this species were common on Lake Atitlan. 
Ruddy Duck      Oxyura jamaicensis 
Just a handful of these birds were seen on Lake Atitlan. 
Canvasback      Aythya valisineria 
One individual was seen at Lake Atitlan, on our final morning there. 
Redhead      Aythya americana 
One was seen together with the previous species. 
Ring-necked Duck     Aythya collaris 
Also seen at Lake Atitlan, just before our arrival at San Juan La Laguna. 
 

Grebes  Podicepidae 
Pied-billed Grebe     Podilymbus podiceps 
A few of these birds were scoped at a roadside lake in the Tikal area, and at the lake near our 
accommodation in Flores. 
 

Herons, Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Boat-billed Heron     Cochlearius cochlearius 
On our final attempt, we located a sleeping individual for fantastic views, at the 'pond' near our 
accommodation in Tikal. 
Green Heron      Butorides virescens 
Scattered individuals of this species were seen at various sites, including Tikal and Los Tarrales. 
[Western] Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 
Seen mostly during drives through agricultural areas, on both parts of the tour. 
Great Blue Heron     Ardea herodias 
Our first encounter with this species was near the pier in San Juan La Laguna. 
Great Egret      Egretta alba 
We saw a number of individuals at various wetlands, throughout the tour. 
Tricoloured Heron     Egretta tricolor 
This handsome species was seen well at a roadside wetland near Tikal. 
Little Blue Heron     Egretta caerulea 
Seen together with the previous species, though only on our second visit to that particular wetland. 
Snowy Egret      Egretta thula 
Also seen at a number of wetlands throughout the tour. 
 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Neotropic Cormorant    Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
Seen at the roadside lake near Tikal, and again at our accommodation in Flores. 
 

Anhingas, darters  Anhingidae 
Anhinga      Anhinga anhinga 
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We scoped a few individuals of this species in Flores. 
 

New World Vultures  Cathartidae 
Turkey Vulture     Cathartes aura 
Commonly recorded on every day of the tour. 
Black Vulture      Coragyps atratus 
As with the above species, seen on every day of the tour. 
King Vulture      Sarcoramphus papa 
A handful of high-flying individuals were seen in the Tikal area. 
 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
White-tailed Kite     Elanus leucurus 
We saw one of these birds harassing a Roadside Hawk on our morning drive to Yaxha. 
Double-toothed Kite     Harpagus bidentatus 
A few very high-flying groups were seen over Tikal. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk    Accipiter striatus 
Individuals, mostly in flight, were seen at a few locations, including Tarrales and Las Nubes. 
Cooper's Hawk     Accipiter cooperii 
Also seen at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes. 
Crane Hawk      Geranospiza caerulescens 
A few individuals were seen in flight over the forests of Tikal. 
Grey Hawk      Buteo nitidus 
Commonly encountered on many days of the tour. 
Roadside Hawk     Buteo magnirostris 
Seen well on many occasions in the lowlands. 
Broad-winged Hawk     Buteo platypterus 
High-flying individuals were seen at a number of sites, including Las Nubes. 
Short-tailed Hawk     Buteo brachyurus 
Seen well at Los Tarrales, Las Nubes and in the lowlands around Tikal and Yaxha. 
Red-tailed Hawk     Buteo jamaicensis 
Our first sighting was of a dark-phase individual at Las Nubes, while others were seen later around 
Lake Atitlan. 
Black Hawk-Eagle     Spizaetus tyrannus 
This fantastic raptor was seen soaring over the ruins at Tikal. 
Ornate Hawk-Eagle     Spizaetus ornatus 
What a fantastic experience! We watched an adult at vey close quarters in Tikal, shortly after it had 
devoured a Brown Jay. 
 

Carcaras, Falcons  Falconidae 
Northern Crested Caracara   Caracara cheriway 
An adult bird carrying a snake was briefly seen by the roadside on our drive up to Los Andes. 
Laughing Falcon     Herpetotheres cachinnans 
We had fantastic views of this species on the first morning of the tour, while driving to Los Andes. 
(H) Barred Forest Falcon    Micrastur ruficollis 
This species was unfortunately only heard, at El Pilar. 
(H) Collared Forest Falcon    Micrastur semitorquatus 
Heard on just two occasions, including one close individual at Tikal. 
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American Kestrel     Falco sparverius 
Seen at a handful of sites, including Los Andes and Las Nubes. 
Bat Falcon      Falco rufigularis 
We first saw this species perched atop a dead tree in Los Andes. Thereafter, we saw a few more 
individuals in Los Tarrales. 
Orange-breasted Falcon    Falco deiroleucus 
A definite highlight of our time in Tikal. We climbed to the top of Temple 4 and found ourselves in the 
company of one of these magnificent little birds. We watched in awe for ages as it perched on the ruins 
and then soared right above our heads. 
Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 
One individual was seen in distant skies, at Los Tarrales. 
 

Rails, Crakes and Coots  Rallidae 
(H) Ruddy Crake     Laterallus ruber 
We heard this species at the 'swamp' near our accommodation at Tikal. 
Common Gallinule (Moorhen)   Gallinula galeata 
Seen in small numbers at Lake Atitlan and near Tikal and Flores. 
American Coot     Fulica americana 
Seen in large numbers at Lake Atitlan and again in smaller numbers on the extension. 
 

Silts, Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-necked Stilt     Himantopus mexicanus 
Some of us had very brief, drive-by views of this species, at a roadside pan near Tikal. 
 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Killdeer      Charadrius vociferus 
One individual was present at the large lake near Tikal. 
 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
Northern Jacana     Jacana spinosa 
Seen at a number of wetlands during the extension to Tikal. 
 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Spotted Sandpiper     Actitis macularius 
A couple of individuals were present at Molino Halvetia. 
 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Laughing Gull     Leucophaeus atricilla 
Commonly seen around Lake Atitlan, and at larger waterbodies in the Tikal area. 
 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove      Columba livia 
Seen in urban areas on a handful of occasions. 
Band-tailed Pigeon     Patagioenas fasciata 
Seen at higher elevations in Las Nubes and El Pilar. 
Pale-vented Pigeon     Patagioenas cayennensis 
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Seen only in the lowlands around Yaxha and Tikal. 
Red-billed Pigeon     Patagioenas flavirostris 
Commonly seen during the first half of the main tour, and again in the Yaxha area. 
(H) Short-billed Pigeon    Patagioenas nigrirostris 
We heard this species in the Tikal area. 
Mourning Dove     Zenaida macroura 
Seen by some of us, around Lake Atitlan. 
White-winged Dove     Zenaida asiatica 
Commonly encountered during the tour, beginning with our first sightings in Antigua. 
Inca Dove      Columbina inca 
Seen at a handful of sites, including Las Nubes, Lake Atitlan and El Pilar. 
Ruddy Ground Dove    Columbina talpacoti 
Seen near Los Andes and around Lake Atitlan. 
White-tipped Dove     Leptotila verreauxi 
We saw this species on a number of days, at various scattered sites. 
(H) White-faced Quail-Dove   Geotrygon albifacies 
A very vocal species, though very shy and not seen by any of us during the tour. 
Ruddy Quail-Dove     Geotrygon montana 
A shy species that we were lucky to observe at close quarters in the gardens of our Tikal 
accommodation. 
 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Pacific Parakeet     Aratinga strenua 
We saw many flocks of this species, both in flight and perched, at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes. 
Olive-throated (Aztec) Parakeet   Aratinga nana 
This species showed well around Tikal. 
Orange-fronted Parakeet    Aratinga canicularis 
We enjoyed great views of this species at Los Tarrales, feeding in flowering Erythrina trees. 
Barred Parakeet     Bolborhynchus lineola 
A species that is seldom seen perched, and even very difficult to see in flight, despite being quite vocal. 
We considered ourselves lucky to see some flocks as they flew overhead at Los Tarrales and Las 
Nubes. 
Orange-chinned Parakeet    Brotogeris jugularis 
This was another species we managed to observe well as they fed in Erythrina trees. 
(H) Brown-hooded Parrot    Pyrilia haematotis 
A few of these birds were heard flying over the forests around Tikal. 
White-crowned Parrot    Pionus senilis 
We scoped this good-looking species on numerous occasions in Yaxha and Tikal. 
White-fronted Amazon (Parrot)   Amazona albifrons 
We managed to get multiple views over all three days in the Tikal area. 
Red-lored Amazon (Parrot)    Amazona autumnalis 
More common than the previous species in Tikal, though no less admired and enjoyed. 
Yellow-naped Amazon (Parrot)   Amazona auropalliata 
We had great views of multiple perched and flying birds in the Tarrales area. 
Mealy Amazon (Parrot)    Amazona farinosa 
Commonly heard and seen around Tikal. 
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Cuckoos   Cuculidae 
Groove-billed Ani     Crotophaga sulcirostris 
We had good looks at this species at Los Tarrales first. 
Lesser Roadrunner     Geococcyx velox 
A luck few of us managed to get views of this great little bird, at San Juan La Laguna. 
Squirrel Cuckoo     Piaya cayana 
Mostly only heard, though we did manage some good views at a few sites, including Las Nubes and 
Tikal. 
 

Owls  Strigidae 
Fulvous Owl     (NE)     Strix fulvescens 
Who can forget our fantastic encounter with this species at Las Nubes! 
(H) Mottled Owl     Strix virgata 
We heard this species at Los Tarrales and again at Las Nubes, from the platform. 
(H) Black-and-white Owl    Strix nigrolineata 
We managed to get a vocal response from this species at Tarrales but the bird never showed. 
(H) Mountain Pygmy Owl    Glaucidium gnoma 
Another species that decided to talk but not present itself for observation. All near encounters were at 
Las Nubes. 
Ferruginous Pygmy Owl    Glaucidium brasilianum 
A far more co-operative species than the previous few, showing well at Las Tarrales without much 
effort at all. 
 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Lesser Nighthawk     Chordeiles acutipennis 
A group of us saw a few individuals as they flew over our accommodation at Lake Atitlan. 
Pauraque      Nyctidromus albicollis 
Seen very well, and at very close quarters in Las Nubes, while others were also seen around our 
accommodation in Flores. 
 

Swifts  Apodidae 
White-collared Swift     Streptoprocne zonaris 
Small flocks of these large, powerful fliers were seen at Las Nubes. 
Vaux's Swift      Chaetura vauxi 
Commonly encountered at many locations, throughout the tour. 
Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift    Panyptila cayennensis 
Some high-flying birds were seen over Tikal. 
 

Hummingbirds  Trochilidae 
Long-tailed (Long-billed) Hermit   Phaethornis superciliosus 
Patience paid off when we all got great views of this species in the gardens of our accommodation at 
Tikal. 
Stripe-throated Hermit    Phaethornis striigularis 
Seen coming to feed on the same flowers as the previous species. 
Wedge-tailed Sabrewing    Campylopterus pampa 
First seen feeding in a large flowering Ceiba tree near our accommodation in Tikal, and then again at 
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the same flowers as the previous two species. 
Rufous Sabrewing     (NE)    Campylopterus rufus 
Seen particularly well at the feeders at El Pilar. 
Violet Sabrewing     Campylopterus hemileucurus 
Seen only in the vicinity of Lake Atitlan. 
White-necked Jacobin    Florisuga mellivora 
This 'hummer' was another species that only showed around our accommodation in Tikal. 
Green Violetear     Colibri thalassinus 
First encountered, and seen in very good numbers, at Fuentes Georginas. 
Green-breasted Mango    Anthracothorax prevostii 
We saw some stunning individuals at Los Tarrales. 
Emerald-chinned Hummingbird   (NE)  Abeillia abeillei 
A long, long wait was required by some to see this species at Las Nubes. Even then, views were brief, 
but an important bird nonetheless and much appreciated. 
Blue-throated Sapphire (Goldentail)  Hylocharis eliciae 
We enjoyed prolonged views of singing males at Los Terrales. 
Cinnamon Hummingbird    Amazilia rutila 
We had particularly good views of this species at Los Tarrales. 
Buff-bellied Hummingbird    Amazilia yucatanensis 
Some of the group saw this hummer at Tikal. 
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird   Amazilia tzacatl 
We had some great views of this species in Tikal. 
White-bellied Emerald    Amazilia candida 
Commonly seen at Los Terrales and around the lowland sites of Tikal and Flores. 
Azure-crowned Hummingbird   Amazilia cyanocephala 
We saw this attractive hummer at a number of mid-elevation sites, including El Pilar and around Lake 
Atitlan. 
Blue-tailed Hummingbird    Amazilia cyanura 
We all saw this species well at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes. 
Berylline Hummingbird    Amazilia beryllina 
Also seen at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes, where it sometimes caused confusion with the previous 
species. 
Amethyst-throated Mountaingem    Lampornis amethystinus 
After some frustrating encounters with hovering birds at Rincon Suizo, we found some regular perch 
sites where we all gathered around to enjoy great views. 
Green-throated Mountaingem     (NE)  Lampornis viridipallens 
Briefly encountered around Las Nubes and Lake Atitlan. 
White-eared Hummingbird    Basilinna leucotis 
We had some great views of this species during the latter half of the main tour, including some very 
obliging individuals at Fuentes Georginas. 
Magnificent (Rivoli's) Hummingbird  Eugenes fulgens 
Seen very well on San Pedro and at the feeders at El Pilar. 
Purple-crowned Fairy    Heliothryx barroti 
A truly stunning hummer! We enjoyed multiple sightings around Tikal. 
Long-billed Starthroat    Heliomaster longirostris 
A distinctive hummer that we saw on numerous occasions at Los Tarrales. 
Slender Sheartail     Doricha enicura 
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Some of us were lucky to get brief views at San Juan La Laguna. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird   Archilochus colubris 
A few of these tiny little birds were seen at Tarrales and a couple of other sites. 
Wine-throated Hummingbird     (NE)  Atthis ellioti 
A fantastic little male was observed by the whole group, at close quarters, at Fuentes Georginas. 
 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Resplendent Quetzal    Pharomachrus mocinno 
Almost the first species seen on the first morning of the tour! Fortunately, since that particular bird was 
not seen by all, males and females showed on numerous occasions at Las Nubes. A cracking bird and a 
highlight of any tour to the region. 
Slaty-tailed Trogon     Trogon massena 
Standing on the edge of a soccer field in Tikal, we were drawn to a flash of red on the other side of the 
field. It turned out to be a fantastic Male of this species, which proceeded to show very well to all. 
(H) Black-headed Trogon    Trogon melanocephalus 
Heard on two occasions during our walk through the forests of Tikal. 
Gartered Trogon     Trogon caligatus 
We had great views of this species at Tarrales and Tikal. 
Mountain Trogon     Trogon mexicanus 
Heard at a number of locations and only seen by some of us at Rincon Suizo. 
Collared Trogon     Trogon collaris 
Our first encounter was at Las Nubes. Thereafter, we only saw this species again at Tikal. 
 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
American Pygmy Kingfisher   Chloroceryle aenea 
As with the Boat-billed Heron that we saw in the same tree, this species waited till the eleventh hour to 
show. Well done to Joel for spotting though! 
Ringed Kingfisher     Megaceryle torquata 
Three of these beauties were seen at the lake near our accommodation in Flores. 
Belted Kingfisher     Megaceryle alcyon 
Seen every day while in the Tikal area – at the small lake outside the grounds of our accommodation. 
 

Motmots  Momotidae 
Tody Motmot      Hylomanes momotula 
What a search! It took a great deal of patience and stealth but we eventually managed to scope a pair at 
Los Tarrales. Well worth the effort! 
Blue-throated Motmot     (NE)   Aspatha gularis 
Again, after a few agonizing moments trying to track down a moving, calling pair, we finally located 
one that allowed us great scope views. 
Blue-diademed Motmot    Momotus lessonii 
One of our first birds at Tarrales was an individual of this fantastic species. 
Turquoise-browed Motmot    Eumomota superciliosa 
Also seen at Tarrales, though far more common and conspicuous at Yaxha. 
 

Jacamars  Galbulidae 
Rufous-tailed Jacamar    Galbula ruficauda 
We saw this handsome bird on two occasions in the Tikal area. 
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Puffbirds  Bucconidae 

White-whiskered Puffbird    Malacoptila panamensis 
We had a fantastic pair of the birds at Yaxha. 

Toucans  Rhamphastidae 
Emerald Toucanet     Aulacorhynchus prasinus 
Seen on numerous occasions in mid- to high-elevation forests, including Las Nubes. 
Collared Aracari     Pteroglossus torquatus 
A handsome little toucan, first encountered at Tarrales and again in the Tikal area. 
Keel-billed Toucan     Ramphastos sulfuratus 
S truly striking toucan that we thoroughly enjoyed seeing around Tikal. 
 

Woodpeckers  Piciidae 
Acorn Woodpecker     Melanerpes formicivorus 
We had sightings at numerous sites, including El Pilar. 
Golden-fronted Woodpecker   Centurus aurifrons 
The most common woodpecker during our tour, being seen on every day. 
Hairy Woodpecker     Sphyrapicus varius 
First seen at Las Nubes, followed by further sightings around Lake Atitlan. 
Smoky-brown Woodpecker    Picoides villosus 
We had some great sightings of this little bird around Los Tarrales. 
Golden-olive Woodpecker    Picoides fumigatus 
Not particularly common during out tour, though seen well at Tarrales. 
Northern Flicker     Colaptes rubiginosus 
First seen at Fuentes Georginas and then regularly over the following three days. 
(H) Chestnut-coloured Woodpecker  Celeus castaneus 
We heard this species drumming at Tikal. 
Lineated Woodpecker    Dryocopus lineatus 
Seen on numerous occasions, at various sites, including Tikal and Tarrales. 
Pale-billed Woodpecker    Campephilus guatemalensis 
Most of us missed this species at Tarrales, so it was a relief to find it quite regular at Tikal. 
Black-cheeked Woodpecker   Melanerpes pucherani 
On our first morning walk into the ruin complex of Tikal we found one of these beauties sitting quietly 
above our heads. 
 

Ovenbirds  Furnariidae 
Rufous-breasted Spinetail    Campephilus guatemalensis 
Boy did we work for this species! In the end it was all worth it, when one individual really showed well 
at Tarrales.  
Scaly-throated (Spectacled) Foliage-gleaner Synallaxis erythrothorax 
This species was seen quite well at Las Nubes. 
Ruddy Foliage-gleaner    Automolus rubiginosus 
We saw this tricky species at Los Andes, albeit not very well! 
Plain Xenops      Xenops minutus 
We encountered a few individuals of this species at Tikal. 
Tawny-winged Woodcreeper   Dendrocincla anabatina 
One of these distinctive woodcreepers perched briefly in full view, at Tikal. 
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Ruddy Woodcreeper     Dendrocincla homochroa 
We spent a wonderful few moments watching a group of four of these birds at close range, in Yaxha. 
Olivaceous Woodcreeper    Sittasomus griseicapillus 
Scattered individuals were seen throughout the lowland sites of Tikal and Yaxha. 
Strong-billed Woodcreeper    Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus 
Our first woodcreeper on the extension was an adult of this species at Yaxha. 
Northern Barred Woodcreeper   Xiphorhynchus susurrans 
One of these large woodcreepers was seen together with the four Ruddy Woodcreepers, at Yaxha. 
Ivory-billed Woodcreeper    Xiphorhynchus flavigaster 
Commonly seen, often with mixed flocks, at Yaxha and Tikal. 
(H) Spotted Woodcreeper    Xiphorhynchus erythropygius 
One of these birds was heard during our attempts to refind the Quetzal at Los Andes. 
Spot-crowned Woodcreeper   Lepidocolaptes affinis 
We all obtained great views of this species in the higher regions of El Pilar. 
 

Antbirds  Thamnophilidae 
Barred Antshrike     Thamnistes anabatinus 
We saw males and females of this species at Tarrales, while one female was seen near Tikal. 
Plain Antvireo     Dysithamnus mentalis 
We sighted a few individuals in mixed species flocks in Yaxha and Tikal. 
 

Antthrushes  Formicariidae 
Mayan (Mexican) Antthrush   Formicarius moniliger 
We taped in two individuals of these great little birds, at Yaxha ruins. 
 

Tyrant Flycatchers  Tyrannidae 
Greenish Elaenia     Myiopagis viridicata 
This species was only seen in Tarrales. 
Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet    Ornithion semiflavum 
Most of us caught up with this species at Tikal. 
Northern Beardless Tyrannulet   Camptostoma imberbe 
One little adult was very responsive and co-operative, allowing us all great views at Tarrales. 
Paltry (Mistletoe) Tyrannulet   Zimmerius vilissimus 
Seen on two occasions at Las Nubes. 
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher    Mionectes oleagineus 
At least five were seen in the Tikal area. 
Sepia-capped Flycatcher    Leptopogon amaurocephalus 
Lone individuals were seen, sometimes in association with mixed species flocks, in Tikal and Yaxha. 
Northern Bentbill     Oncostoma cinereigulare 
I fantastic little bird that showed well on a few occasions during our time in Yaxha and Tikal. 
Common Tody-Flycatcher    Todirostrum cinereum 
Seen at Los Andes, Tarrales and Las Nubes. 
Eye-ringed Flatbill     Rhynchocyclus brevirostris 
More than a dozen of these unobtrusive birds were seen during our stay at Yaxha and Tikal. 
Yellow-olive Flatbill     Tolmomyias sulphurescens 
We put in a concerted effort to see one of these tiny birds as it fed busily in a large, flowering Ceiba 
tree in Tikal. 



 

 

16

Stub-tailed Spadebill    Platyrinchus cancrominus 
We initially worked quite hard to get views of this little guy, only to have a few more brief encounters – 
all in Tikal and Yaxha. 
Black Phoebe      Sayornis nigricans 
First sighted at Los Tarrales, and common around Lake Atitlan. 
[Northern] Tufted Flycatcher   Mitrephanes phaeocercus 
We had some great views of this attractive little species, especially at Molino Halvetia. 
Greater Pewee     Contopus pertinax 
We first saw this distinctive flycatcher at Las Nubes. 
Tropical Pewee     Contopus cinereus 
Seen well at Los Tarrales and in the lowlands around Tikal and Yaxha. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher    Empidonax flaviventris 
Seen at most low- to mid-elevation sites throughout the tour. 
Least Flycatcher     Empidonax minimus 
A calling bird showed very well, near the platform at Las Nubes. 
Yellowish Flycatcher     Empidonax flavescens 
Seen at higher elevation sites, including Rincon Suizo and Fuentes Georginas. 
Social Flycatcher     Myiozetetes similis 
Seen on almost every day of the tour. 
Great Kiskadee     Pitangus sulphuratus 
Not as common as the previous, though also seen on more than half the days of the tour. 
Boat-billed Flycatcher    Megarynchus pitangua 
Seen well at a number of sites, including Tarrales and Tikal. 
Tropical Kingbird     Tyrannus melancholicus 
Seen at Tarrales and then again in the lowland sites of Tikal and Yaxha. 
Western Kingbird     Tyrannus verticalis 
Seen at a number of sites, including Los Andes. 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher    Tyrannus forficatus 
We stopped for a magnificent adult, just outside Los Andes. 
Rufous Mourner     Rhytipterna holerythra 
One quiet individual was seen well in the Tikal ruins area. 
Yucatan Flycatcher     Myiarchus yucatanensis 
A tricky species, seen on at least one occasion, with one other likely sighting. Both sightings were in 
the Tikal ruins area. 
Dusky-capped Flycatcher    Myiarchus tuberculifer 
Heard on a number of occasions though only seen at Las Nubes and around Tikal. 
Great Crested Flycatcher    Myiarchus crinitus 
Seen only around Tikal. 
Brown-crested Flycatcher    Myiarchus tyrannulus 
Seen well around Tarrales. 
Bright-rumped Attila    Attila spadiceus 
We started one of our mornings in Tikal with a co-operative adult, feeding a tree above our 
accommodation in Tikal. 
 

Manakins  Pipridae 
White-collared Manakin    Manacus candei 
A female-type bird was watched grabbing fruits from a small tree near our accommodation in Tikal. 
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Long-tailed Manakin    Chiroxiphia linearis 
Patience and effort paid of at Tarrales, where we were eventually treated to sightings of females, 
juveniles and wonderful adult males. 
 

Tityras, Becards  Tityridae 
Northern Royal Flycatcher    Onychorhynchus mexicanus 
A wonderful adult was seen ‘flycatching’ near the restaurant at Tikal. 
Sulphur-rumped Myiobius (Flycatcher)  Myiobius sulphureipygius 
One was briefly seen in a mixed species flock at Tikal. Unfortunately, most of us were too focused on 
getting views of a Grey-collared Becard! 
Masked Tityra     Tityra semifasciata 
Common at both Tarrales and Tikal. 
Thrush-like Schiffornis (Mourner/Manakin) Schiffornis turdina 
A frustrating species indeed – at least in our experience. We heard a number of individuals in Tikal but 
only two birds responded with brief flight views and the odd momentary perching. 
Grey-collared Becard    Pachyramphus major 
A bit of tracking eventually saw us all getting this uncommon species at Tikal. 
Rose-throated Becard    Pachyramphus aglaiae 
Seen very well at Tarrales. 
 

Vireos, Greenlets  Vireonidae 
Rufous-browed Peppershrike   Cyclarhis gujanensis 
A single bird was seen feeding high in the canopy at Tarrales. 
(H) Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo   Vireolanius melitophrys 
Unfortunately only heard n the higher elevation forests of El Pilar. 
White-eyed Vireo     Vireo griseus 
Seen only during the extension, though reasonably common then. 
Yellow-throated Vireo    Vireo flavifrons 
Most commonly encountered in the Tikal/Yaxha area. 
Plumbeous Vireo     Vireo plumbeus 
Seen in Las Nubes and around Lake Atitlan. 
Blue-headed (Solitary) Vireo   Vireo solitarius 
Seen at scattered locations including Los Andes. 
Warbling Vireo     Vireo gilvus 
Seen on almost every day during the main tour. 
Yellow-green Vireo     Vireo flavoviridis 
Seen on just one occasion, during our lunch stop on the arrival day. 
Tawny-crowned Greenlet    Hylophilus ochraceiceps 
We caught up with this little bird on a few occasions at Tikal and Yaxha. 
Lesser Greenlet     Hylophilus decurtatus 
As with the above species, only seen around Tikal and Yaxha. 
Mangrove Vireo     Vireo pallens 
We had great look at a responsive pair, along the road leading away from Tikal. 
 

Crows, JaysCorvidae 
Bushy-crested Jay     (NE)    Cyanocorax melanocyaneus 
An attractive and noisy species that we encountered on no less than five days of the tour. 
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Brown Jay      Psilorhinus morio 
Common around Yaxha and Tikal, where one met its demise in the talons of an Ornate Hawk-Eagle! 
White-throated Magpie-Jay   Calocitta formosa 
Seen daily around Tarrales – another really cracking bird! 
Steller's Jay      Cyanocitta stelleri 
We stopped by Molino Halvetia to look at the local sub-species of this always popular jay. 
 

Silky-flycatchers  Ptilogonatidae 
Grey Silky-flycatcher    Ptilogonys cinereus 
Seen at scattered locations throughout the highlands. 
 

Swallows, martins  Hirundinidae 
Mangrove Swallow     Tachycineta albilinea 
Seen flying or perched near most waterbodies in the Tikal/Yaxha area. 
Grey-breasted Martin    Progne chalybea 
Numerous, especially in the evenings, over Tikal. 
Black-capped Swallow     (NE)   Notiochelidon pileata 
Seen at a handful of high-elevation sites, including Fuentes Georginas. 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow   Stelgidopteryx serripennis 
Seen almost daily on the main tour. 
Southern Rough-winged Swallow   Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 
Replaced the previous species in the Tikal area, though far less common. 
 

Bushtits  Aegithalidae 
American Bushtit     Psaltriparus minimus 
We saw a small flock of these birds at Molino Halvetia. 
 

Wrens  Troglodytidae 
Band-backed Wren     Campylorhynchus zonatus 
First seen near Fuentes Georginas, followed by multiple other sightings. 
Rufous-naped Wren     Campylorhynchus rufinucha 
Common at Los Tarrales. 
Spot-breasted Wren     Pheugopedius maculipectus 
Seen only at Los Tarrales and in the Tikal area. 
Rufous-and-white Wren    Thryophilus rufalbus 
Very unresponsive in general during our stay, only one individual came in at Los Andes, and not even 
long enough for everyone to see. 
Plain Wren      Cantorchilus modestus 
We saw this species well at Los Tarrales. 
House Wren      Troglodytes aedon 
Seen at a number of locations, throughout the tour. 
Rufous-browed Wren     (NE)   Troglodytes rufociliatus 
Most of us caught up with this species at either Rincon Suizo or on San Pedro. 
White-breasted Wood Wren   Henicorhina leucosticta 
This diminutive little bird was seen in a mixed species flock at Yaxha. 
Grey-breasted Wood Wren    Henicorhina leucophrys 
Shortly after seeing a wonderful Fan-tailed Warbler on the trail at Las Nubes, one of these tiny birds 



 

 

19

put in an appearance. 
 

Gnatcatchers  Polioptilidae 
Long-billed Gnatwren    Ramphocaenus melanurus 
Two of these super little birds were seen in thickets near Tikal. 
Blue-grey Gnatcatcher    Polioptila caerulea 
We all saw this species well at Las Tarrales. 
Tropical Gnatcatcher    Polioptila plumbea 
Seen only in the Tikal and Yaxha area. 
 

Mockingbirds, Thrashers  Mimidae 
Grey Catbird      Dumetella carolinensis 
Reasonably common in the lowlands around Yaxha and Tikal, where our first encounter was at a 
lunchtime restaurant. 
Black Catbird     Melanoptila glabrirostris 
Brief views were had by a lucky few, while birding a road through some low forest in Tikal. 
Tropical Mockingbird    Mimus gilvus 
Seen especially well around our accommodation at Lake Atitlan. 
Blue-and-white Mockingbird   Melanotis hypoleucus 
We had a surprise encounter at our lunch stop on the shores of Lake Atitlan. 
 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Eastern Bluebird     Sialia sialis 
Small groups and pairs were seen at scattered locations, including Fuentes Georginas and El Pilar. 
Brown-backed Solitaire    Myadestes occidentalis 
After hearing it's truly amazing song on so many occasions, it was lovely to see the bird so well at 
Fuentes Georginas. 
Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush   Catharus aurantiirostris 
One individual showed very well, albeit briefly, at our lunchtime stop on the shores of Lake Atitlan. 
Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush  Catharus frantzii 
A few of us were lucky to glimpse this species while hiking along the trails on San Pedro. 
Swainson's Thrush     Catharus ustulatus 
A few brief encounters, including a bird in the hotel grounds at Tikal and one roosting at night in Las 
Nubes. 
Wood Thrush      Hylocichla mustelina 
Common during the extension. 
Clay-colored Thrush    Turdus grayi 
Seen on almost every day of the entire tour. 
White-throated Thrush    Turdus assimilis 
Seen on only two occasions at Tarrales. 
Rufous-collared Thrush     (NE)   Turdus rufitorques 
Seen at both Fuentes Georginas and on the slopes of San Pedro. 
 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 
Seen in towns and villages on a handful of occasions. 
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Olive Warbler  Peucedramidae 
Olive Warbler     Peucedramus taeniatus 
We saw this fantastic little bird at Rincon Suizo. 
 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Yellow-throated Euphonia    Euphonia hirundinacea 
Seen well at two sites, namely Los Tarrales and the Tikal/Yaxha area. 
Elegant (Blue-hooded/Blue-rumped) Euphonia Euphonia elegantissima 
Seen by most of us in the Las Nubes area. 
Olive-backed Euphonia    Euphonia gouldi 
A few of these birds were seen around Tikal and Yaxha. 
Blue-crowned Chlorophonia   Chlorophonia occipitalis 
Some of us had great views in the scope at Las Nubes, while others had to work very hard for their 
views, from the trail below the platform. 
Black-headed Siskin     Carduelis notata 
Seen well on a few occasions, including some nice adults at Molino Halvetia. 
Lesser Goldfinch     Carduelis psaltria 
Commonly encountered throughout the main section of the tour. 
Hooded Grosbeak     Hesperiphona abeillei 
We had fantastic views of a little flock at El Pilar.  
 

New World Warblers  Parulidae 
Tennessee Warbler     Oreothlypis peregrina 
Seen on more than half the days of the tour, sometimes in large roving flocks. 
Nashville Warbler     Oreothlypis ruficapilla 
Only a few of us saw this species, at Las Nubes. 
Crescent-chested Warbler    Oreothlypis superciliosa 
We all caught up with this species in Fuentes Georginas and San Pedro. 
Northern Parula     Parula americana 
A couple of birds showed well in the Tikal area. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler    Dendroica pensylvanica 
Also only seen in the Tikal/Yaxha area. 
Mangrove (Yellow) Warbler   Dendroica petechia 
Commonly encountered at lower elevations. 
Magnolia Warbler     Dendroica magnolia 
As with the above species, though also seen around Lake Atitlan. 
Myrtle (Yellow-rumped) Warbler   Dendroica coronata 
Some of us saw the endemic race of this species on San Pedro, while those on the extension saw 
migrant birds around Tikal. 
Black-throated Green Warbler   Dendroica virens 
Seen around Tarrales, Las Nubes and in the Tikal/Yaxha area. 
Townsend's Warbler     Dendroica townsendi 
Seen at all the mid- and high-elevation sites. 
Hermit Warbler     Dendroica occidentalis 
This great little warbler was seen at Molino Halvetia, Rincon Suizo and El Pilar. 
Yellow-throated Warbler    Dendroica dominica 
Some of us saw this species around our accommodation at Lake Atitlan. 
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Black-and-white Warbler    Mniotilta varia 
Seen on almost every day of the tour, most often creeping along trunks like a nuthatch. 
American Redstart     Setophaga ruticilla 
Very common around Tikal. 
Worm-eating Warbler    Helmitheros vermivorum 
Seen at Tarrales, Las Nubes and Tikal. 
Ovenbird      Seiurus aurocapilla 
Seen at Las Nubes and in the Tikal/Yaxha area. 
Northern Waterthrush    Parkesia noveboracensis 
We finally caught up with this species on our final day in Flores. 
Louisiana Waterthrush    Parkesia motacilla 
Only seen in the Tikal area. 
Blue-winged Warbler    Vermivora cyanoptera 
Most of us missed it at Las Nubes, while some of us had the opportunity to catch up at Tikal. 
Kentucky Warbler     Oporornis formosus 
Seen well in the Tikal area. 
MacGillivray's Warbler    Oporornis tolmiei 
Seen on the slopes of San Pedro and around Lake Atitlan. 
Common Yellowthroat    Geothlypis trichas 
Seen in scrubby areas around Tikal. 
Grey-crowned Yellowthroat   Geothlypis poliocephala 
At least one individual showed well in the wetland at Tikal, 
Hooded Warbler     Setophaga citrina 
This attractive little warbler was commonly encountered in the Tikal and Yaxha areas. 
Wilson's Warbler     Cardellina pusilla 
Seen on almost every day of the tour. 
Red-faced Warbler     Cardellina rubrifrons 
One individual showed well at El Pilar, though it unfortunately didn't hang around for long. 
Pink-headed Warbler     (NE/Vu)   Ergaticus versicolor 
We thoroughly enjoyed seeing this very special bird at Rincon Suizo. 
Slate-throated Whitestart (Redstart)  Myioborus miniatus 
We saw the orange-bellied form of this species on numerous occasions. 
Fan-tailed Warbler     Euthlypis lachrymosa 
We had simply great views of this species as it fed on the trail at Las Nubes. 
Golden-crowned Warbler    Basileuterus culicivorus 
Seen at Las Nubes and again in the Tikal area. 
Rufous-capped Warbler    Basileuterus rufifrons 
We had some fantastic views of this colorful little bird, most notably at San Juan La Laguna. 
Golden-browed Warbler    Basileuterus belli 
Another stunning little warbler, seen very well at Fuentes Georginas and around Lake Atitlan. 
 

Family Uncertain  Incertae Sedis 
Yellow-breasted Chat    Icteria virens 
One of these strange birds was seen in the gardens around Finca Los Andes. 
 

Oropendolas, Orioles & Blackbirds  Icteridae 
Montezuma Oropendola    Psarocolius montezuma 
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A very striking bird indeed – we enjoyed watching their displays and nest-building activities 
throughout our time in the Tikal/Yaxha region. 
Yellow-billed Cacique    Amblycercus holosericeus 
One of us was lucky enough to see this bird at Los Tarrales, while the rest of us had to settle with only 
hearing the species. 
Spot-breasted Oriole    Icterus pectoralis 
We eventually all managed to get great looks during our time at Tarrales. 
Black-cowled Oriole     Icterus prosthemelas 
Seen in the lowlands around Tikal and Flores. 
Orchard Oriole     Icterus spurius 
Common at a number of sites. 
Black-vented Oriole     Icterus wagleri 
We all caught up with this species at Lake Atitlan and San Juan La Laguna. 
Bar-winged Oriole     (NE)    Icterus maculialatus 
Sadly, only a few of us managed to see this species at Los Andes. 
Yellow-backed Oriole    Icterus chrysater 
We all had great views of this species, by the roadside at Fuentes Georginas. 
Baltimore Oriole     Icterus galbula 
Seen on almost everyday of the tour. 
Bullock's Oriole     Icterus bullockii 
Seen only at Los Tarrales. 
Altamira Oriole     Icterus gularis 
Pleasantly common at Los Tarrales. 
Bronzed Cowbird     Molothrus aeneus 
Seen in the vicinity of Lake Atitlan. 
Melodious Blackbird    Dives dives 
Seen on most days of the tour. 
Great-tailed Grackle    Quiscalus mexicanus 
Common and conspicuous, we saw this species on all but one day of the tour. 
 

Buntings, New World Sparrows & Allies  Emberizidae 
Lincoln's Sparrow     Melospiza lincolnii 
This species was seen at San Juan La Laguna. 
Rufous-collared Sparrow    Zonotrichia capensis 
Seen on a handful of occasions, including the first day in Guatemala City. 
Rusty Sparrow     Aimophila rufescens 
This large sparrow was seen in San Juan La Laguna. 
Prevost's Ground Sparrow    (NE)   Melozone biarcuata 
We all had great views of this species in the grounds of the Los Andes farm house. Further sightings 
were had later in the tour. 
(H) White-eared Ground Sparrow   Melozone leucotis 
We unfortunately only heard this species at a few sites, including Los Andes and Tarrales. 
Green-backed Sparrow    Arremonops chloronotus 
We had fantastic views of a pair near Tikal. 
Chestnut-capped Brush Finch   Arremon brunneinucha 
Seen by a few of us at Fuentes Georginas. 
White-naped (Y-throat) Brush Finch  Atlapetes albinucha 
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Seen by most of us at one point or another, most notably at Fuentes Georginas. 
Common Bush Tanager    Chlorospingus ophthalmicus 
Regularly encountered around Lake Atitlan and at Las Nubes. 
 

Tanagers & Allies Thraupidae 
Grey-headed Tanager    Eucometis penicillata 
A few of the understory birds were seen on our final morning walk in the Tikal area. 
Black-throated Shrike-Tanager   Lanio aurantius 
We saw this species in a mixed species flock in Tikal. 
Blue-grey Tanager     Thraupis episcopus 
Regularly seen at the lower and mid-elevation sites. 
Yellow-winged Tanager    Thraupis abbas 
As with the above species, and often in association. 
Cabanis's (Azure-rump) Tanager (NE/En) Tangara cabanisi 
We were very fortunate to all see this species from the platform at Las Nubes and later again on the 
trails.  
Red-legged Honeycreeper    Cyanerpes cyaneus 
Common at Los Tarrales, Las Nubes and in the lowlands around Tikal. 
Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer   Diglossa baritula 
We enjoyed multiple encounters with this species, most notably at Fuentes Georginas. 
White-collared Seedeater    Sporophila torqueola 
This was yet another common species in grassland and shrubby areas. 
Yellow-faced Grassquit    Tiaris olivaceus 
We briefly saw a small flock of these birds on our drive up to Los Andes. 
Flame-colored Tanager    Piranga bidentata 
We saw this species from the platform at Las Nubes, on our first afternoon there. 
Summer Tanager     Piranga rubra 
Seen on almost every day of the tour. 
Western Tanager     Piranga ludoviciana 
Seen at scattered localities, including Tarrales and Tikal. 
White-winged Tanager    Piranga leucoptera 
Males and females were seen at Tarrales and Las Nubes. 
Red-crowned Ant Tanager    Habia rubica 
Seen at Yaxha and Tikal. 
Red-throated Ant Tanager    Habia fuscicauda 
As with the above species and sometimes in association with it. 
 

Grosbeaks, Saltators & Allies  Cardinalidae 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak    Pheucticus ludovicianus 
Common and conspicuous during the first half of the tour, with less frequent sightings thereafter. 
Black-headed Saltator    Saltator atriceps 
Common at Tarrales, Las Nubes and at Tikal. 
Greyish Saltator     Saltator coerulescens 
Seen only at Los Tarrales. 
Blue-black Grosbeak    Cyanocompsa cyanoides 
While wondering around the ruins at Yaxha, we bumped into a pair of these bulky birds. 
Blue Bunting      Cyanocompsa parellina 
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A stunning little male was seen at close quarters, along the forested road near Tikal. 
Blue Grosbeak     Passerina caerulea 
While driving up to Los Andes on the first morning, we saw some lovely males of this species by the 
roadside. 
Indigo Bunting     Passerina cyanea 
Seen at Los Tarrales, where it was relatively common, and at Tikal. 
Painted Bunting     (Vu)    Passerina ciris 
Seen first at Los Andes, and then regularly at Los Tarrales. 
 
 

Annotated Checklist of Mammals Recorded 
 
Guatemalan Black Howler    Alouatta pigra 
We enjoyed multiple encounters with this species at Yaxha and Tikal. Who can forget their haunting 
calls that rand through the forest at all times of the day. 
Geoffrey’s Spider Monkey    Atelles geoffreyi 
Seen on more occasions than the previous species, but at all the same sites. 
Central American Agouti    Dasyprocta punctata 
Following our first sightings at Tarrales, we went on to see this species at a number of other sites. 
Deppe's Squirrel     Sciurus deppei 
We first saw this species while wondering around the ruin complex at Yaxha. 
Variegated Squirrel     Sciurus variegatoides 
This species was only seen and photographed by a few of us. 
Mexican Grey Squirrel    Sciurus aureogaster 
One of the squirrels we saw in Tikal was apparently this species. 
Gray Fox      Urocyon cinereoargenteus 
We had a fantastic encounter with a very confiding individual, on the Tikal soccer pitch! 
White-nosed Coati     Nasua narica 
We had a few encounters with this great species – both large groups and individuals – at Tikal. 
Kinkajou      Potus flavus 
One of these was seen on a night drive at Las Tarrales. 
White-tailed Deer     Odocoileus virginianus 
Truly wild individuals of this species were seen at Yaxha and Tikal. 
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