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Our tour to Guatemala started from Antigua Guatemala, with a short side trip to a private finca for 

a spot of birding and an excellent garden lunch; and, after a few hours of birding, everyone was 

back into the Neotropic birding spirit. Having eased slowly into the trip, we awoke bleary eyed for 

a very early morning drive the next day to Finca Los Andes – a private coffee farm hosting some 

pristine cloud forest. A rather bumpy ride up the side of Volcan Atitlan had everyone wide awake 

by the time we arrived though.  

 While birding started a little quietly, we did get good scoped views of Blue-crowned 

Chlorophonia, before having excellent views of two of the major highlights of the day, lekking 

Emerald-chinned Hummingbirds and a small flock of Cabanis’s (Azure-rumped) Tanagers feeding 

quietly above us. The mid-morning thermals offered up Black Hawk-Eagle, Common Black Hawk 

and a flock of Violet-green Swallows. 

 

After a successful morning in the cloud forests, we descended past perched Bat Falcons to bird the 

gardens around the main farmstead, adding Blue-tailed, Berylline and Ruby-throated 

Hummingbirds, Bushy-crested Jays, skulking MacGillivray’s Warbler and a plethora of Orioles 

including Spot-breasted, Orchard, Baltimore and Altamira.  

 Following lunch, we drove around the base of Volcan Atitlan 

to Finca Los Tarrales for a two-night stay. A late afternoon 

walk added a number of new species including White-bellied 

Chachalaca, King Vulture, Orange-fronted Parakeets, perched 

Yellow-naped Amazon (Parrot), Ferruginous Pygmy Owl, 

Gartered (Violaceous) Trogon, and Smoky-brown and 

Lineated Woodpeckers, before capping things off at dusk with 

some Lesser Nighthawks. 

 

An early cup of the excellent farm-produced coffee preceded 

our morning walk along the lower ridge-line trail. The bamboo 

forest and coffee plantations did not disappoint, providing 

everyone with views of Tody Motmot, a highlight of any day’s 

birding. Excellent scoped views of Paltry Tyrannulet were 

soon followed by lekking Violet Sabrewings and distant 

Crested Guans. After lunch a few minutes were spent at the 

fruit and hummingbird feeders looking at more White-bellied 

Chachalacas, Spot-breasted Orioles, Scrub Euphonia, Rufous-

naped Wrens and a confiding Blue-diademed Motmot before 

setting off for the lower trails. A short midday walk produced 

excellent views of the skulking and generally difficult-to-see 

Rufous-breasted Spinetail, a female, sub-adult and a briefly seen male Long-tailed Manakin, as 

well as a plethora of warblers including Black-and-white, Chestnut-sided, Magnolia, Wilson’s, 

Tennessee and American Redstart.  

An afternoon walk among the ornamental plant fields in search of Prevost’s Ground 

Sparrow was equally successful. Initially seen from a distance, we were able to approach to within 

a few metres of this stunningly attractive sparrow, which everyone saw frequently and unimpeded 

as the birds foraged and occasionally vocalised to each other. A Yellow-breasted Chat did not 

entertain quite as well, coming into view for only a few seconds before disappearing, not to be 

found again. With the taste of Prevost’s Ground Sparrow still lingering, we managed to improve 

Yellow-naped Amazon by Adam 

Riley 
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on our early morning sighting of Tody Motmot. While typically hidden behind snags, we were able 

to take our leisurely time in the scopes while the bird sat motionless for a few minutes.  

 

Our last morning at Los Tarrales was spent searching for some of the remaining targets. Distant 

views of Highland Guan were had before another brief encounter with Yellow-breasted Chat... 

Northern Bentbill proved a little coy but gave decent, albeit brief, views for some. Green Shrike-

Vireo called closely but would not show its face. Mottled Owl was again present, this time 

exposing most of itself to us from within its dappled bamboo day roost.  

Post breakfast we set off for the cooler forests of Finca Las Nubes. This multi-award 

winning coffee finca has a long and fascinating history as well as being one of the larger and more 

important coffee producing farms of Guatemala. A relatively new arrival to conservation and 

tourism, the finca has fortunately preserved large tracts of upper cloud forest. After more excellent 

farm coffee and lunch, we jumped into two Land Rovers and headed up the bumpy road towards 

the cloud forest. The afternoon was spent 

standing on a purposely built platform 

overlooking a forested valley.  

 An hour passed by with next to no 

activity before the most spectacular and 

prolonged views of displaying Resplendent 

Quetzals were had by us all. Four males 

displayed repeatedly over the valley while 

two females sat motionless, seemingly 

inattentive. For approximately an hour and a 

half the show never ceased; males with their 

half metre long streamers silhouetted against 

the sky, high over the forest below. Most of 

us had seen Resplendent Quetzal before, but 

this was without doubt the greatest spectacle 

of these magnificent birds any of us had ever 

witnessed. Fantastic!! 

 As dusk approached we finally departed the platform with the intention of moving to higher 

forest, but were stopped momentarily by a hawking Pauraque. While waiting for the Pauraque to 

make another pass along the trail, one of our members caused near pandemonium when he spotted 

a Scaled Antpitta at the edge of the trail. While only some of us were able to get our bins up in the 

failing light, any view of this antpitta is to be considered extremely lucky. The birds may not have 

been many today, but the quality of the few that we did see was much appreciated. Now with 

darkness setting in, we climbed back into the vehicles to reach the higher forest, to chance our arm 

at finding Fulvous Owl. It was evidently our lucky day, as the loud hooting of a Fulvous Owl pre-

empted our approach. After a few anxious minutes, a silent shadow passed slowly above, 

silhouetted in the inky sky. A few decent passes were had before the owl slunk away, not to be 

heard of or seen again. Mission complete, we didn’t much notice the bumpy ride downhill for a 

much deserved beer and dinner. 

 

We wasted no time the following morning, heading back up the mountain to the viewing platform. 

With little activity to be had from the structure, we descended the cooler trail and had excellent 

views of Ovenbird and a pair of Fan-tailed Warblers. Some rustling leaves then caught our attention 

Resplendent Quetzal by Adam Riley 
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– on the forest floor some 20 feet away, a White-faced Quail-Dove walked purposefully. Incredibly, 

the bird was seen by almost the entire group on three separate occasions. Our morning efforts were 

completed by a flock of six Bushy-crested Jays feeding in a coffee plantation. Up the volcano we 

went again to take breakfast with an unimpeded, 180º view over the farmlands and distant towns 

below us. While enjoying our field breakfast, we added Sharp-shinned and Broad-winged Hawks 

as well as more Violet-green Swallows. 

 The afternoon saw some of us head back up the volcano. A few hours on the viewing 

platform gave us a similar Resplendent Quetzal display to that enjoyed yesterday. A pair of Brown-

backed Solitaire finally showed themselves before upwards of ten Crested Guans perched in 

various surrounding high trees prior to heading for their night roosts. Before dusk had set in, we 

headed back up the mountain to target some of the rarer owls and nightjars. Standing on the upper 

platform just before nightfall, a flock of six Barred Parakeets circled overhead. With little 

happening as dusk approached, we began walking towards the vehicles only for some of us to see 

a single Barred Parakeet perched momentarily no more than 12ft off the ground in front of us, 

before scuttling, rat-like, down a cypress branch never to be seen again.  

 While circulating around the cypress 

tree trying to catch one final glimpse of 

the Barred Parakeet, a Guatemalan Pygmy 

Owl called from far away. Although 

distant, we decided an approach was 

worth making. Creeping along a narrow 

trail, this tiny owl was spotted in what 

gloomy light was available. After 

assembling the group – my torch beam lit 

up this tiny, range-restricted owl. It 

granted us 20 seconds, long enough to 

appreciate what a fine little creature we 

had been afforded a view of. Marching 

happily back to the vehicles, we flippantly 

talked of finding a Mexican Whip-poor-

will, only to have one immediately call 

some 30 yards away! Despite not being 

able to locate any of the three to four calling birds, we did manage to find two of them nearby 

while returning to the lodge. Late for dinner we may have been, but no-one had thought much 

about food while successfully finding these two difficult, nocturnal species within fifteen minutes 

of each other. A great end to yet another very successful day! 

 

An early start the next morning saw us leaving Las Nubes before dawn, heading to the hot springs 

of Fuentes Georginas. A cold and windy morning beckoned but we were thankfully protected in 

the narrow forest valley. This was to be another magic birding day, with many tricky and scarce 

species showing well. We started with a small flock of Black-throated Jays, swiftly followed by 

over 30 Grey Silky-flycatchers. Displaying Brown-backed Solitaires finally showed themselves, 

as did a stunning green and red male Mountain Trogon. Having seen some of the morning’s 

targeted species, we sat by the thermal springs for breakfast with a forest view. Further species 

seen from the breakfast table included a trilogy of thrushes – Rufous-collared, Mountain and 

Black! With breakfast and mugs of hot chocolate consumed, it was back to the road for some more 

Mountain Trogon by Adam Riley 
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birds. It did not take long before the über special, Pink-headed Warbler, was found foraging a little 

down the valley. A co-operative bird, we all managed excellent views before the second major 

drawcard of this area was found – displaying male Wine-throated Hummingbird. Over the course 

of an hour we watched as the tiny bumblebee-sized male buzzed about his territory, feeding and 

vocalising. A little later a responsive female allowed him to entertain her, flaring his throat gorget 

before consummating the short display. Some further warblers were added to the list, including 

Crescent-chested, Rufous-capped and Golden-browed. With time ticking by, it was back into the 

vehicle for the drive to Lago Atitlan for lunch and a spot of garden birding before retiring to our 

hotel. An excellent dinner at a nearby restaurant was concluded early to allow for some much-

needed rest and preparation for the following day’s events. 

 

Another early start had us cruising over the lake under a moonlit sky as we aimed for Volcan San 

Pedro and its richly forested slopes in search of the mythical Horned Guan. A long and arduous 

hike ensued through the lower coffee 

plantations and corn fields before reaching 

‘the platform’, a little under half way up. We 

paused for a short rest and a bite to eat before 

continuing the upward trudge. Wally (one of 

our participants) had worked out a sure-fire 

strategy to climb the mountain without 

getting too tired – 100 paces, pause, rest, tell 

a joke, start again... a strategy that the rest of 

us adopted immediately. It took most of us a 

little over 4 hours to reach the upper part of 

the core Guan area. However, two of our 

quicker hikers not only reached the higher 

core area, but had already managed to lay 

eyes on the bird! Thankfully, those of us who 

followed were able to relocate this monumental prize. Quite incredibly, I was the only person not 

to see the bird – but it didn’t matter, every single one of my fabulous group that had braved this 

demanding hike had walked away with the ultimate prize. Considered universally to be among the 

most desirable birding conquests in the world, we had succeeded beyond expectation! The hike 

back down the volcano was a reminder to all of just how far they had climbed – but the elation and 

relief of seeing a Horned Guan was palpable among everyone, myself included. Sore bodies were 

a problem for another day… 

 Arriving back at our hotel after a bumpy ride across Lago Atitlan’s choppy waters, we were 

to be greeted with further good news. Those who had not hiked the volcano had also seen some 

good birds around the gardens, including one of the trips many hoped-for targets – the exquisite 

Sparkling-tailed Woodstar.  

 

There was to be no respite the following morning, despite some of us carrying rather sore and stiff 

legs. We departed early for another boat ride across Lago Atitlan en route to the dry forests of San 

Juan la Laguna. We made the short hike up the dry slopes to pick off some remaining species. A 

few hours of birding paid off with excellent sightings of a Slender Sheartail, more Prevost’s 

Ground Sparrows, Rusty Sparrow and Blue-and-white Mockingbird for those that needed a better 

view. A spot of water birding turned up many of the regulars including Blue-winged Teal, Ring-

Pink-headed Warbler by Adam Riley 
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necked Duck, Lesser Scaup and Ruddy Duck.  

 After a short pit stop to feed some hungry bellies (with more Prevost’s Ground Sparrows!) 

at an incredible hotel garden, we made our way up to the pine forests of Rincon Suizo for further 

habitat-specific birding. The forest was unusually quiet to start with, but warmed up not a moment 

too soon with multiple sightings of Blue-throated Motmot. Prior to lunch, we bumped into a busy 

mixed flock containing both Spot-crowned and Spotted Woodcreepers, Brown Creeper, Olive 

Finch, Hutton’s and Blue-headed Vireos, Elegant Euphonia and American Bushtit. Rufous-browed 

Wren required some effort, but we all got excellent (if somewhat brief) views of a pair. White-

eared Hummingbird and Amethyst-throated Mountaingem finished off the morning, before taking 

lunch with a very tasty mug of hot chocolate on the side.  

 

The last morning of the tour for some, we exited the hotel post haste for the nearby forests of Finca 

El Pilar. Arriving before dawn, we made our way to the upper pine forests for the final and perhaps 

ultimate breakfast with a view experience. With dawn breaking, the much appreciated hot coffee 

and exquisite field breakfast was augmented by the rumbling, shaking and smoky plumes 

emanating from Volcan Fuego across the 

valley. Birding from the breakfast table 

netted Black-headed Siskin and a host of 

commoner species before we set off on a 

sedate 50 metre walk 

 The sedate walk quickly escalated into 

an uphill sprint as the distinctive call of 

Hooded Grosbeak could be heard close by, a 

species high on the wish list for many of us. 

Starting off with two females, we eventually 

ended the sighting with two dazzling males 

perched atop a pine tree, glinting in the 

morning sun. Everyone engaged in a little 

‘Empidonax flycatcher separation’ before 

making an attempt for another hoped for 

species, the Bar-winged Oriole. Positioning 

ourselves between the two visible Erythrina trees quickly paid dividends when a male was found 

feeding low in one of them.  

 All we had left to do was pay a cursory visit to the hummingbird feeders below. Having 

seen every one of the targeted hummingbird species already, this was more about getting better 

views of Rufous Sabrewing and Azure-crowned Hummingbird, which was achieved well. We 

headed back to Antigua Guatemala for lunch, the short drive to Guatemala City following soon 

after, and then bid farewell to part of the group as we boarded our flight to Flores and the start of 

our extension to Tikal. 

 

An early morning departure from Flores for the much anticipated Tikal Extension was soured 

somewhat with heavy rains and badly damaged roads. With some reluctance we had to abandon 

our plans of visiting the Yaxha ruins and continued onwards to Tikal National Park instead. We 

were able to dodge the rain for occasions, adding a series of new species to the list including Least 

Bittern, Wood Stork, Limpkin, Brown Pelican and an array of other commoner wetland species. 

Some forest edge birding turned up our first Brown Jays, Keel-billed Toucan and large numbers 

Black-headed Siskins by Adam Riley 
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of Collared Aracari.  

 With more rain falling we decided to head straight to Tikal, adding White-crowned Parrot 

and Olive-throated (Aztec) Parakeets on the way. No sooner had we arrived and the rain clouds 

seized up for some much appreciated weather relief. Straight into the field, the good quality birds 

started to make an appearance; Red-lored Amazon, Pale-billed Woodpecker and Yellow-throated, 

Philadelphia and White-eyed Vireos in the same tree. A quick lunch was followed by a longer stint 

of dry weather, allowing cracking views of the range-restricted Black-throated Shrike-Tanager, a 

dash of feathers in the form of Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet, skulking Kentucky Warbler, exposed 

Eye-ringed Flatbill and one of the major targets at the Tikal Ruins themselves – Orange-breasted 

Falcon! 

 The late afternoon was then spent walking a scrubby, slightly drier trail adding the 

indefatigable Ocellated Turkey en route, gorgeous Stub-tailed Spadebill and the rather common 

Plain Chachalaca, before ending the day on a high with American Pygmy Kingfisher darting into 

the water below nesting Boat-billed Herons.  

 

We rose early the following morning to find that the night sky was clear, the prospect of a warm 

and sunny day much welcomed by all. A 

slow trundle from the lodge towards the 

Tikal Ruins had us swarming in an early 

morning mixed flock: Strong-billed, Ruddy 

and Olivaceous Woodcreepers, Northern 

Schiffornis, Hooded Warbler, Plain 

Antvireo, Rufous Mourner, Bright-rumped 

Attila, both Scrub and Tawny-crowned 

Greenlets, Worm-eating Warbler, Sepia-

capped Flycatcher and both Red-crowned 

and Red-throated Ant Tanagers. Near the 

ruins we found Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet 

calling and showing much better than it had 

the day before. An excellent morning’s 

birding finished with repeat views of 

Orange-breasted Falcon, Ruddy and Tawny-winged Woodcreeper, Slaty-tailed Trogon, Chestnut-

colored Woodpecker and a female Black-throated Shrike-Tyrant. 

 Post lunch we hit the scrubby trails towards the ‘Boat-billed Heron’ pond. A duo of 

Mangrove Vireo had our attention before we continued on our quest for a rare target, the Grey-

throated Chat. More views of Morelet’s Crocodile and Boat-billed Heron were had, but 

unfortunately there was nothing but a distant call from the Chat. We waited for darkness, planning 

to pick up some owls and nightjars on the return journey to the hotel. Luck was on our side yet 

again, as Yucatan Poorwill called nearby and proceeded to land within a few feet of us. Another 

fine end to our birding day in the magnificent national park of Tikal! 

 

Our last morning in Tikal was spent searching again for the much prized Grey-throated Chat. With 

a few hours of birding under our belt and the heat and humidity rising, we had yet to have much 

success. Activity was remarkably low, but our perseverance was to pay off in spectacular style. A 

distant call had us pushing and pulling through the dense thorny thicket amid mud, sludge and 

tempestuous mosquitos, where our eyes were to be rewarded with a singing male Grey-throated 

Ocellated Turkey by Rich Lindie 
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Chat. More than satisfied we started back for the lodge, almost all our targeted species found and 

seen. Other than a single female Red-capped Manakin, there was nothing more to halt our progress. 

The hotel gardens provided us with a few of the remaining hummingbird species, both Long-billed 

and Stripe-throated Hermits, Rufous-tailed Hummingbird and another female Manakin, this time 

a brazen White-collared that fed a few feet away.  

 

After lunch we look the short drive back to Flores and spent the remaining daylight hours birding 

around the swollen lake. A few extra trip birds were added before enjoying a final meal together. 

The trip ended with a short flight in a rather small plane to Guatemala City, where we said goodbye 

to each other and Guatemala. Thanks everyone for a really great trip – I look forward to hopefully 

birding with you again in the not-too-distant future! 

 

Annotated list of Bird species recorded. 

 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows IOC 3.5 List. Gill, F & Donsker, D (Eds). 2014. IOC World 

Bird List (v 4.1).  

 

RE = Range Restricted Endemic   I = Introduced 
 

Trip Total: 337 (17 heard only*) 
 

Tinamous  Tinamidae 
Great Tinamou*     Tinamus major 

Heard around the scrubby airport trail of Tikal. 

Little Tinamou *     Crypturellus soui 

Heard around the scrubby airport trail of Tikal. 

Thicket Tinamou  (RE)    Ortalis vetula 

This species was heard by most and seen by one participant around the scrubby airport trail of 

Tikal. 

 

Chachalacas, Curassows & Guans  Cracidae 
Plain Chachalaca     Ortalis vetula 

Common around Tikal. 

White-bellied Chachalaca  (RE)   Ortalis leucogastra 

Common only at Los Tarrales. 

Crested Guan  (RE)     Penelope purpurascens 

Distant views at Los Tarrales followed by a magnificent spectacle of 10+ birds at Las Nubes 

heading off to roost. 

Highland Guan  (RE)    Penelopina nigra 

Two distant birds were seen at Los Tarrales on our last morning, many heard at Fuentes 

Georginas. 

Horned Guan  (RE)     Oreophasis derbianus 

Seen well by the 5 members of the group that ascended the higher slopes of Volcan San Pedro.  

 

New World Quail  Odontophoridae 
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Spotted Wood Quail  (RE)*    Odontophorus guttatus 

Heard at Las Nubes and Tikal. 

Singing Quail  (RE)*    Dactylortyx thoracicus 

Heard at the base of Volcan San Pedro. A cursory attempt was made to see the birds before 

continuing onwards for the bigger prize of Horned Guan.  

 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Ocellated Turkey  (RE)    Meleagris ocellata 

Comfortably seen at Tikal where they are both common and practically habituated. 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Blue-winged Teal     Anas discors 

Decent numbers on Lago Atitlan near San Juan la Laguna. 

Ring-necked Duck     Aythya collaris 

Seen in small numbers on Lago Atitlan near San Juan la Laguna. 

Lesser Scaup      Aythya affinis 

3 individuals seen on Lago Atitlan near San Juan la Laguna. 

Ruddy Duck      Oxyura jamaicensis 

Seen in small numbers on Lago Atitlan near San Juan la Laguna. 

 

Grebes  Podicepidae 
Least Grebe      Tachybaptus dominicus 

A total of 6 birds were seen on the first afternoon during lunch at the private Finca el Zapote. 
Pied-billed Grebe     Podilymbus podiceps 

A few of these birds were scoped at a roadside lake in the Tikal area. 

 

Storks  Ciconiidae 
Wood Stork      Mycteria americana 

A single bird was seen en route from Flores to Tikal. 

 

Herons, Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Boat-billed Heron     Cochlearius cochlearius 

A total of 4 nesting adults were found on a hidden lake at Tikal. 

Least Bittern      Ixobrychus exilis 

A single bird was seen flying and perched in a reed bed near Tikal. 

Green Heron      Butorides virescens 

Scattered individuals of this species were seen at various sites, including Lago Atitlan and Tikal. 

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

Seen mostly during drives through agricultural areas, especially at Los Tarrales and Tikal.  

Great Blue Heron     Ardea herodias 

First seen at San Juan La Laguna, further birds seen near Tikal. 

Great Egret      Egretta alba 

We saw a number of individuals at various wetlands throughout the tour. 

Tricolored Heron     Egretta tricolor 

Seen only around wetlands near Tikal. 

Little Blue Heron     Egretta caerulea 
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Seen only around wetlands near Tikal. 

Snowy Egret      Egretta thula 

Seen only around wetlands near Tikal. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Brown Pelican     Pelecanus occidentalis 

A single bird seen near Tikal. 

 

Anhingas, darters  Anhingidae 
Anhinga      Anhinga anhinga 

We scoped a few individuals of this species in Flores where they were nesting. 

 

New World Vultures  Cathartidae 
Turkey Vulture     Cathartes aura 

Commonly recorded on most days of the tour. 

Black Vulture     Coragyps atratus 

As with the above species, seen on almost every day of the tour. 

King Vulture      Sarcoramphus papa 

A single bird was seen at Los Tarrales.  

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Sharp-shinned Hawk    Accipiter striatus 

Individuals, mostly in flight were seen at Las Nubes and Fuentes Georginas. 

White-breasted Hawk  (RE)   Accipiter chionogaster 

A single bird flew low over the platform at Las Nubes. 

Cooper's Hawk     Accipiter cooperii 

A single bird seen at Las Nubes. 

White Hawk      Leucopternis albicollis 

A single bird seen perched at Finca el Zapote. 

Common Black Hawk    Buteogallus anthracinus 

A single bird seen in flight at Los Andes.  

Grey Hawk      Buteo nitidus 

Commonly encountered at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes. 

Roadside Hawk     Buteo magnirostris 

Seen on the road to Las Nubes. Very common around Tikal. 

Broad-winged Hawk     Buteo platypterus 

A single bird seen using the midday thermals at Las Nubes. 

Short-tailed Hawk     Buteo brachyurus 

Both light and dark phase birds seen well at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes. 

Red-tailed Hawk     Buteo jamaicensis 

Seen on a few days, mostly at Las Nubes and Lago Atitlan. 

Black Hawk-Eagle     Spizaetus tyrannus 

Seen soaring on two occasions, Los Andes and Las Nubes 

 

Carcaras, Falcons  Falconidae 
Northern Crested Caracara   Caracara cheriway 
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3 birds were seen flying and perched at Los Tarrales, suspected to be breeding. 

Laughing Falcon*     Herpetotheres cachinnans 

Heard calling some distance away at Los Tarrales and Tikal. 

Collared Forest Falcon*    Micrastur semitorquatus 

Heard at night while waiting for the Fulvous Owl at Las Nubes and early morning in Finca El 

Pilar. 

American Kestrel     Falco sparverius 

Seen at Los Andes and Las Nubes despite the presence of Bat Falcon which normally dominates 

this species. 

Bat Falcon      Falco rufigularis 

A pair were seen perched atop a dead tree in Los Andes. Thereafter, we saw a few more 

individuals in Los Tarrales and Flores. 

Orange-breasted Falcon    Falco deiroleucus 

Single birds seen on two days perched around the ruins and in trees of Tikal.  

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

A number of distant individuals were seen over the skies of Finca el Zapote. 

 

Rails, Crakes and Coots  Rallidae 
Ruddy Crake  (RE)*    Laterallus ruber 

We heard this species around the marshes and lakes en route to Tikal. 

Common Gallinule      Gallinula galeata 

Seen in small numbers at Lago Atitlan. 

American Coot     Fulica americana 

Seen in large numbers at Lago Atitlan and later in the tour near Tikal. 

 

Limpkin  Aramidae 
Limpkin      Aramus guarauna 

2 individuals seen near Tikal. 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Killdeer      Charadrius vociferus 

Two individuals were present at the lake edges around Tikal. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
Northern Jacana     Jacana spinosa 

Seen at a number of wetlands during the extension to Tikal. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Spotted Sandpiper     Actitis macularius 

A couple of individuals were present around Lago Atitlan and Tikal. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper    Calidris pusilla 

Two individuals were present on a lake edge near Tikal. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Laughing Gull     Leucophaeus atricilla 
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Commonly seen around Lago Atitlan, and at larger waterbodies in the Tikal area. 

Royal Tern      Thalasseus maximus 

A single bird was present at a large waterbody in the Tikal area. 

 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove  (I)     Columba livia 

Seen in urban areas on a handful of occasions. 

Scaled Pigeon     Patagioenas speciosa 

A single bird seen late on the last evening of the tour in Flores.  

Band-tailed Pigeon     Patagioenas fasciata 

Seen at higher elevations in Las Nubes, a massive flock observed in Fuentes Georginas. 

Pale-vented Pigeon     Patagioenas cayennensis 

Seen only in the lowlands around Flores. 

Red-billed Pigeon  (RE)    Patagioenas flavirostris 

Commonly seen during the first half of the main tour, and again in the Flores area. 

Short-billed Pigeon     Patagioenas nigrirostris 

We managed to locate a calling bird that posed for lengthy views in Tikal. 

White-winged Dove     Zenaida asiatica 

Commonly encountered during the tour, beginning with our first sightings in Antigua. 

Inca Dove      Columbina inca 

A single perched bird at Los Tarrales, recorded again around Lago Atitlan. 

Common Ground Dove    Columbina passerina 

Two perched birds offered excellent views while we searched for Prevost’s Ground Sparrow at 

Los Tarrales.  

Blue Ground Dove*     Columbina pretiosa 

We heard a number of these birds calling at Fuentes Georginas but were unable to see any. 

Ruddy Ground Dove    Columbina talpacoti 

A few birds seen at Finca el Zapote and Los Andes. 

White-tipped Dove     Leptotila verreauxi 

We saw this species on a number of days, at various scattered sites in the highlands. 

White-faced Quail-Dove  (RE)   Geotrygon albifacies 

Incredibly, this bird was seen by most of the group in Las Nubes on more than one occasion. 

Ruddy Quail-Dove     Geotrygon montana 

A single bird landed next to one of the cabins while we were watching Hummingbirds in Tikal.  

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Pacific Parakeet     Aratinga strenua 

Small numbers, mostly in flight at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes. 

Olive-throated Parakeet    Aratinga nana 

Showed very well in the Tikal area. 

Orange-fronted Parakeet  (RE)   Aratinga canicularis 

We enjoyed great views of this species at Los Tarrales, feeding in the flowering Erythrina trees. 

Barred Parakeet     Bolborhynchus lineola 

Small flocks were seen flying high over Las Nubes, including one bird perched nearby for some. 

Orange-chinned Parakeet    Brotogeris jugularis 

Some distant views of perched birds were had at Los Tarrales. 
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White-crowned Parrot  (RE)   Pionus senilis 

Fairly common in the Tikal area. 

White-fronted Amazon    Amazona albifrons 

Seen on only one day in Tikal. 

Red-lored Amazon     Amazona autumnalis 

Fairly common at Tikal, loud cacophony around the lodge as the Amazons had found a fruiting 

tree. 

Yellow-naped Amazon  (RE)   Amazona auropalliata 

We had great views of multiple perched and flying birds at Los Tarrales. 

Mealy Amazon     Amazona farinosa 

Small family groups were commonly heard and seen around Tikal. 

 

Cuckoos   Cuculidae 
Groove-billed Ani     Crotophaga sulcirostris 

Common species in the Tikal and Flores area. 

Squirrel Cuckoo     Piaya cayana 

A few individuals seen well at Los Tarrales and Tikal. 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Fulvous Owl  (RE)     Strix fulvescens 

A single bird called loudly and glided overhead twice at Las Nubes.  

Mottled Owl      Strix virgata 

A bird heard on most nights at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes, seen on a day roost at Los Tarrales. 

Guatemalan Pygmy Owl    Glaucidium cobanense 

Incredible views of a single bird on our last evening at Las Nubes. 

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl    Glaucidium brasilianum 

A co-operative diurnal owl that was seen well at Los Tarrales. 

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Lesser Nighthawk     Chordeiles acutipennis 

At least 6 birds seen hawking in the late afternoon over Los Tarrales. 

Pauraque      Nyctidromus albicollis 

Seen quartering at dusk while leaving the platform of Las Nubes, while many were seen hawking 

at higher elevations at Las Nubes and lower down at Tikal. 

Yucatan Poorwill     Nyctidromus yucatanicus 

Single bird called and perched openly for us on our last night at Tikal. 

Mexican Whip-poor-will    Antrostomus arizonae 

At least 4 birds calling, and two seen at Las Nubes. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
White-collared Swift     Streptoprocne zonaris 

Huge flocks were observed at Los Andes, smaller flocks at Fuentes Georginas 

Vaux's Swift      Chaetura vauxi 

Commonly encountered at many locations, throughout the tour. 

Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift    Panyptila cayennensis 

Some low-flying birds were seen over Tikal on our first morning. 
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Hummingbirds  Trochilidae 
Long-billed Hermit     Phaethornis longirostris 

Seen well in the gardens of our accommodation at Tikal. 

Stripe-throated Hermit    Phaethornis striigularis 

Seen well in the gardens of our accommodation at Tikal while feeding alongside the above 

species.  

Rufous Sabrewing  (RE)    Campylopterus rufus 

Seen around Lago Atitlan, but particularly well at the Hummingbird feeders of Finca El Pilar. 

Violet Sabrewing  (RE)    Campylopterus hemileucurus 

A number of adults at a lek in Los Tarrales. 

Green Violetear     Colibri thalassinus 

Very common at Fuentes Georginas, many more heard and seen at Volcan Atitlan. 

Green-breasted Mango    Anthracothorax prevostii 

A few individuals were seen feeding at Los Tarrales, a few more at Tikal. 

Emerald-chinned Hummingbird  (RE)  Abeillia abeillei 

A bird of the forest interior, we counted ourselves lucky to encounter a small number of 

individuals at a lek in Los Andes. 

Canivet’s Emerald  (RE)    Chlorostilbon canivetii 

A single bird seen near to Tikal. 

Blue-throated Sapphire    Hylocharis eliciae 

Another forest interior species that allowed prolonged views at Los Tarrales. 

Cinnamon Hummingbird  (RE)   Amazilia rutila 

A fairly common species around the gardens of Los Tarrales. 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird   Amazilia tzacatl 

We had some great views of this species in Tikal feeding near the Hermits. 

White-bellied Emerald  (RE)   Amazilia candida 

Commonly seen at Los Tarrales and around the lowland sites of Tikal. 

Azure-crowned Hummingbird  (RE)  Amazilia cyanocephala 

Seen well at Lago Atitlan but showed particularly well at the Hummingbird feeders of Finca El 

Pilar. 

Blue-tailed Hummingbird  (RE)   Amazilia cyanura 

At least 5-6 individuals visiting the hummingbird feeders at Los Andes. Seen in smaller numbers 

at Los Tarrales. 

Berylline Hummingbird  (RE)   Amazilia beryllina 

A single bird seen at Los Andes with more at Los Tarrales. 

Amethyst-throated Mountaingem  (RE)   Lampornis amethystinus 

A frustrating Hummingbird that refused to sit still at Fuentes Georginas or Volcan Atitlan. Good 

views were finally had at Rincon Suizo. 

Green-throated Mountaingem  (RE)  Lampornis viridipallens 

Seen and scoped at Fuentes Georginas. 

White-eared Hummingbird   (RE)   Basilinna leucotis 

Seen well at Fuentes Georginas, a number of scoped views at Rincon Suizo. 

Garnet-throated Hummingbird   (RE)  Lamprolaima rhami 

A single bird in flight seen by some at Volcan San Pedro. 

Magnificent Hummingbird    Eugenes fulgens 
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Seen well in the gardens around Lago Atitlan and at Finca El Pilar. 

Purple-crowned Fairy    Heliothryx barroti 

A single perched bird was scoped for a number of minutes at Tikal. 

Long-billed Starthroat    Heliomaster longirostris 

A distinctive hummer that we saw on numerous occasions at Los Tarrales including an 

incubating female. 

Sparkling-tailed Woodstar  (RE)   Tilmatura dupontii 

Seen incredibly well in our hotel gardens around Lago Atitlan, unfortunately this bird was only 

seen by some of the group that were not hiking Volcan San Pedro. 

Slender Sheartail  (RE)    Doricha enicura 

Excellent views of a perched bird were had by all at San Juan la Laguna. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird   Archilochus colubris 

Seen at numerous locations in the highlands. 

Wine-throated Hummingbird  (RE)  Atthis ellioti 

Incredible mating displays observed at Fuentes Georginas. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Resplendent Quetzal  (RE)    Pharomachrus mocinno 

A quite staggering display by four males and two females on our two afternoons at Las Nubes.  

Slaty-tailed Trogon     Trogon massena 

Single bird seen well at Tikal. 

Black-headed Trogon  (RE)*   Trogon melanocephalus 

Heard near to Tikal, but no views were possible. 

Gartered Trogon     Trogon caligatus 

We had great views of this species at Los Tarrales and Tikal. 

Mountain Trogon  (RE)    Trogon mexicanus 

Heard at a number of locations and seen well at Fuentes Georginas and Rincon Suizo. 

Collared Trogon*     Trogon collaris 

Incredibly, we never saw this species only hearing it at Los Andes and Las Nubes. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
American Pygmy Kingfisher   Chloroceryle aenea 

Seen on three consecutive days at a secluded lake in Tikal. 

Green Kingfisher     Chloroceryle americana 

A single bird was seen briefly at Finca el Zapote and others seen near Flores. 

Ringed Kingfisher     Megaceryle torquata 

Seen frequently while birding various lakes en route to Tikal and at Flores. 

 

Motmots  Momotidae 
Tody Motmot      Hylomanes momotula 

A bird that challenged our patience, but everyone managed to get short scoped views followed by 

further extended views of this tricky species at Los Tarrales. 

Blue-throated Motmot  (RE)   Aspatha gularis 

Incredible views of a pair at Rincon Suizo. 

Blue-diademed Motmot  (RE)   Momotus lessonii 

A fairly common species around the fruit feeders of Los Tarrales and at Tikal. 
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Turquoise-browed Motmot  (RE)   Eumomota superciliosa 

A single bird was seen well by one of our group at Los Tarrales. 

 

Puffbirds  Bucconidae 
White-whiskered Puffbird    Malacoptila panamensis 

A confiding and showy pair of birds at Tikal. 

Toucans  Rhamphastidae 
Emerald Toucanet  (RE)    Aulacorhynchus prasinus 

A number of individuals seen at Las Nubes and Finca El Pilar. 

Collared Aracari     Pteroglossus torquatus 

First encountered at Los Tarrales, became increasingly common in the Tikal area. 

Keel-billed Toucan     Ramphastos sulfuratus 

Seen on only one occasion around Tikal. 

 

Woodpeckers  Piciidae 
Acorn Woodpecker     Melanerpes formicivorus 

Seen frequently around Lago Atitlan and Finca El Pilar.  

Black-cheeked Woodpecker*   Melanerpes pucherani 

Heard only on our second morning at Tikal. 

Golden-fronted Woodpecker   Centurus aurifrons 

The most common woodpecker during our tour, recorded almost every day. 

Hairy Woodpecker     Sphyrapicus varius 

First seen at Fuentes Georginas, followed by further sightings at Rincon Suizo. 

Smoky-brown Woodpecker    Picoides villosus 

A single bird seen well at Los Tarrales. 

Golden-olive Woodpecker    Picoides fumigatus 

Seen at a number of locations, although never common. 

Northern Flicker     Colaptes rubiginosus 

A few seen around Lago Atitlan, more at Finca El Pilar. 

Chestnut-colored Woodpecker  (RE)  Celeus castaneus 

A single bird was seen particularly well among a mixed flock at Tikal. 

Lineated Woodpecker    Dryocopus lineatus 

Excellent views at Los Tarrales. Seen regularly throughout much of the tour.  

Pale-billed Woodpecker  (RE)   Campephilus guatemalensis 

A nesting pair right outside our accommodation in Tikal made for easy viewing. 

 

Ovenbirds  Furnariidae 
Rufous-breasted Spinetail  (RE)   Campephilus guatemalensis 

Absolutely stunning views of a pair of these skulkers at Los Tarrales. 

Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner   Synallaxis erythrothorax 

Seen quite well at Las Nubes. 

Ruddy Foliage-gleaner    Automolus rubiginosus 

Heard initially at Los Andes, some managed decent views at Las Nubes! 

Tawny-throated Leaftosser*   Sclerurus mexicanus 

Despite hearing this bird frequently at Las Nubes, no-one was able to get a visual. 

Plain Xenops      Xenops minutus 



1

7 

RBT Guatemala and Tikal Extension Trip Report 2014 
 

 

 

We encountered a few individuals of this species at Tikal. 

Tawny-winged Woodcreeper  (RE)   Dendrocincla anabatina 

Seen attending a leaf pile providing close company for a pair of Ruddy Woodcreepers.  

Ruddy Woodcreeper     Dendrocincla homochroa 

Perhaps the commonest Woodcreeper in Tikal, encountered on every day here.  

Olivaceous Woodcreeper    Sittasomus griseicapillus 

Scattered individuals seen in Tikal, mostly attending mixed bird flocks. 

Strong-billed Woodcreeper    Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus 

Two birds were seen feeding at the base of a tree in Tikal. 

Ivory-billed Woodcreeper  (RE)   Xiphorhynchus flavigaster 

Seen well on our first afternoon at Los Tarrales with further sightings in Tikal.  

Spotted Woodcreeper    Xiphorhynchus erythropygius 

Part of a large mixed flock at Rincon Suizo. 

Spot-crowned Woodcreeper  (RE)   Lepidocolaptes affinis 

Commoner that Spotted, we saw this bird on consecutive days at Volcan San Pedro and Rincon 

Suizo. 

 

Antbirds  Thamnophilidae 
Barred Antshrike     Thamnistes anabatinus 

Male and female pairs seen at Tarrales and later in Tikal. 

Plain Antvireo     Dysithamnus mentalis 

We sighted a few individuals in mixed species flocks at Tikal. 

 

Antthrushes  Formicariidae 
Mayan Antthrush     Formicarius moniliger 

Heard only on one day at Tikal we managed to tape in one individual of this great little skulker. 

 

Antpittas  Grallariidae 
Scaled Antpitta     Grallaria guatimalensis 

A single bird seen briefly at twilight on the platform trail of Las Nubes. 

 

Tyrant Flycatchers  Tyrannidae 
Greenish Elaenia     Myiopagis viridicata 

Seen fairly frequently in Tikal. 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia    Elaenia flavogaster 

A single bird seen at Los Tarrales and later at Lago Atitlan and Finca El Pilar. 

Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet    Ornithion semiflavum 

Everyone had short but good visuals of this bird in Tikal. 

Paltry Tyrannulet     Zimmerius vilissimus 

Excellent scope views of a very confiding bird in Los Tarrales. 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher    Leptopogon amaurocephalus 

Although heard a number of times in Tikal, getting good visuals of this bird proved tricky. 

Northern Bentbill     Oncostoma cinereigulare 

A fantastic little bird that showed relatively well at Los Tarrales, but much better in Tikal.  

Common Tody-Flycatcher    Todirostrum cinereum 

Seen infrequently at Los Tarrales. 
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Eye-ringed Flatbill     Rhynchocyclus brevirostris 

Seen by some at Los Tarrales before becoming an exhibitionist at Tikal. 

Yellow-olive Flatbill     Tolmomyias sulphurescens 

Single bird seen at Tikal. 

Stub-tailed Spadebill  (RE)    Platyrinchus cancrominus 

Had a number of views at Tikal of this very cool little bird. 

Black Phoebe      Sayornis nigricans 

First sighted at Los Tarrales, and again around Lago Atitlan. 

Northern Tufted Flycatcher   Mitrephanes phaeocercus 

Frequently seen hawking around Lago Atitlan and Rincon Suizo. 

Greater Pewee     Contopus pertinax 

A distinctive Contopus flycatcher seen regularly at mid to high elevations. 

Tropical Pewee     Contopus cinereus 

The commonest Pewee around Los Tarrales, strangely absent from Tikal. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher    Empidonax flaviventris 

Seen every day in Tikal. 

Least Flycatcher     Empidonax minimus 

Good scope views of this bird vocalising while perched at Los Tarrales and Las Nubes. 

Yellowish Flycatcher    Empidonax flavescens 

Initially confusing when seen from above, we did eventually see the diagnostic belly of this bird 

from the platform of Las Nubes. 

Buff-breasted Flycatcher    Empidonax fulvifrons 

A distinctive Empidonax, a single bird seen hawking over a pasture at Finca El Pilar. 

Social Flycatcher     Myiozetetes similis 

Seen on almost every day of the tour. 

Great Kiskadee     Pitangus sulphuratus 

Seen infrequently at Los Tarrales, became very common at Tikal. 

Boat-billed Flycatcher    Megarynchus pitangua 

Seen at a number of sites, including Los Tarrales, becoming very common in Tikal.  

Tropical Kingbird     Tyrannus melancholicus 

Seen commonly throughout the tour. 

Western Kingbird     Tyrannus verticalis 

Seen frequently at Los Tarrales and around Lago Atitlan.  

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher    Tyrannus forficatus 

A single bird perched next to the road en route to Finca el Zapote. 

Rufous Mourner     Rhytipterna holerythra 

One calling individual was seen well at Tikal. 

Yucatan Flycatcher  (RE)    Myiarchus yucatanensis 

Seen on two consecutive days, initially tricky but good light and vocal made ID much easier at 

Tikal. 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher    Myiarchus tuberculifer 

A single bird seen at Las Nubes followed by a few others at Rincon Suizo. 

Great Crested Flycatcher    Myiarchus crinitus 

Seen only around Tikal. 

Brown-crested Flycatcher    Myiarchus tyrannulus 

Seen only around Tikal. 
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Bright-rumped Attila    Attila spadiceus 

A single bird feeding quietly amongst a mixed flock in Tikal. 

 

Cotingas  Cotingidae 
Rufous Piha*      Lipaugus unirufus 

A distant calling individual heard just before sunset at Flores. 

 

Manakins  Pipridae 
White-collared Manakin  (RE)   Manacus candei 

A female was watched grabbing fruits from a small tree alongside both Hermit species in Tikal.  

Long-tailed Manakin  (RE)    Chiroxiphia linearis 

A bird requiring some patience, but we were able to get good sightings of females, sub-adults 

and a brief adult male at Los Tarrales. 

Red-capped Manakin    Dixiphia mentalis 

A female bird was scoped and observed for some time while sitting quietly, high above a trail in 

Tikal. 

 

Tityras, Becards  Tityridae 
Northern Royal Flycatcher*   Onychorhynchus mexicanus 

Unfortunately we were unable to locate a bird that vocalised very close to us at Tikal. 

Masked Tityra     Tityra semifasciata 

Common at Finca el Zapote, Los Tarrales and Tikal. 

Northern Schiffornis    Schiffornis veraepacis 

Some crafty tracking was required to get good visuals of this bird in Tikal. Two further 

individuals were observed swaying their heads rhythmically from side to side with a large orange 

worm for breakfast.  

Rose-throated Becard  (RE)   Pachyramphus aglaiae 

Seen very well at Los Tarrales and again at Las Nubes. 

 

Vireos, Greenlets  Vireonidae 
Rufous-browed Peppershrike*   Cyclarhis gujanensis 

Heard at Los Tarrales. 

Green Shrike-Vireo  (RE)    Vireolanius pulchellus 

A distant bird calling at Los Andes followed by a much closer bird at Los Tarrales that few saw. 

White-eyed Vireo     Vireo griseus 

Seen regularly at Tikal. 

Mangrove Vireo  (RE)    Vireo pallens 

Seen around the old airstrip at Tikal on two consecutive days. 

Yellow-throated Vireo    Vireo flavifrons 

A few birds seen around Los Tarrales and at Tikal 

Blue-headed Vireo     Vireo solitarius 

Seen briefly at Finca el Zapote and again at Las Nubes and Rincon Suizo. 

Hutton’s Vireo     Vireo huttoni 

Single bird seen at Rincon Suizo among a large mixed flock. 

Warbling Vireo     Vireo gilvus 

Seen on almost every day of the tour. 
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Philadelphia Vireo     Vireo philadelphicus 

Single bird found at Tikal feeding alongside White-eyed and Yellow-throated Vireos. 

Tawny-crowned Greenlet    Hylophilus ochraceiceps 

Seen on a few occasions at Tikal. 

Lesser Greenlet     Hylophilus decurtatus 

A single bird seen feeding quietly a Finca el Zapote followed by many more at Tikal.  

 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 
Black-throated Jay  (RE)    Cyanolyca pumilo 

Small flock seen just after dawn at Fuentes Georginas. 

Bushy-crested Jay  (RE)    Cyanocorax melanocyaneus 

Poor views at Los Andes followed by better sightings at Las Nubes, Lago Atitlan and Finca El 

Pilar. 

Brown Jay  (RE)     Psilorhinus morio 

Common around Tikal 

White-throated Magpie-Jay  (RE)   Calocitta formosa 

Seen daily at Los Tarrales. 

Steller's Jay      Cyanocitta stelleri 

We had poor views at Rincon Suizo before everyone caught up well at Finca El Pilar.  

 

Silky-flycatchers  Ptilogonatidae 
Grey Silky-flycatcher  (RE)    Ptilogonys cinereus 

Seen at scattered locations throughout the highlands, but in very large numbers at Fuentes 

Georginas. 

 

Swallows, martins  Hirundinidae 
Mangrove Swallow  (RE)    Tachycineta albilinea 

Seen flying or perched over lagoons around Tikal. 

Violet-green Swallow    Tachycineta thalassina 

A large flock of these attractive swallows were seen at Los Andes and Las Nubes. 

Grey-breasted Martin    Progne chalybea 

Seen only at Los Tarrales and Flores airport. 

Black-capped Swallow  (RE)   Notiochelidon pileata 

Seen at a handful of high-elevation sites, including Finca el Zapote and Fuentes Georginas. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow   Stelgidopteryx serripennis 

Seen almost daily on the main tour, common in the Tikal area (see below) 

≠ Birds seen in the Tikal area relate to ssp ridgwayi, likely a distinct species (Ridgway’s Rough-

winged Swallow) 

Barn Swallow     Hirundo rustica 

Small flocks around Los Andes and Lago Atitlan. 

 

Bushtits  Aegithalidae 
American Bushtit     Psaltriparus minimus 

A small flock seen at Rincon Suizo moving with a mixed flock. 

 

Wrens  Troglodytidae 



2

1 

RBT Guatemala and Tikal Extension Trip Report 2014 
 

 

 

Band-backed Wren     Campylorhynchus zonatus 

Small family group seen around some agricultural fields near Lago Atitlan. 

Rufous-naped Wren  (RE)    Campylorhynchus rufinucha 

Common around our accommodation and the fruit feeders of Los Tarrales. 

Spot-breasted Wren     Pheugopedius maculipectus 

A tricky species to get good views of, most of us saw this bird at one stage or another in Las 

Nubes, Lago Atitlan and Tikal. 

Plain Wren      Cantorchilus modestus 

A skulking species that showed briefly at Los Andes. 

House Wren      Troglodytes aedon 

Seen at a number of locations throughout the tour, including waking up yours truly at 01:00 

while feeding and singing loudly under a burning porch light at Las Nubes. 

Rufous-browed Wren  (RE)    Troglodytes rufociliatus 

A tricky species that we all got relatively brief, but excellent views of at Rincon Suizo. 

White-bellied Wren  (RE)    Uropsila leucogastra 

Only seen by some of us at Tikal. 

White-breasted Wood Wren   Henicorhina leucosticta 

Seen very well while feeding next to a trail at Tikal. 

Grey-breasted Wood Wren*   Henicorhina leucophrys 

Although a number were heard at Volcan San Pedro and Las Nubes, no one could get a visual.  

 

Gnatcatchers  Polioptilidae 
Long-billed Gnatwren    Ramphocaenus melanurus 

One of these peculiar, but super cool little birds was seen in thickets near Tikal. 

Blue-grey Gnatcatcher    Polioptila caerulea 

We all saw this species well at Finca el Zapote, Los Tarrales and Tikal. 

 

Mockingbirds, Thrashers  Mimidae 
Grey Catbird      Dumetella carolinensis 

Reasonably common in the lowlands of Tikal, our first encounter was under grey, drizzling skies 

with coffee mugs in hand. 

Tropical Mockingbird    Mimus gilvus 

Seen especially well around Lago Atitlan. 

Blue-and-white Mockingbird  (RE)  Melanotis hypoleucus 

We had a surprise encounter at our lunch stop on the shores of Lago Atitlan followed by more 

good sightings at San Juan la Laguna. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Eastern Bluebird     Sialia sialis 

Small groups were seen at scattered locations, including Las Nubes and Finca El Pilar. 

Brown-backed Solitaire  (RE)   Myadestes occidentalis 

A bird heard much more than seen, we all had excellent views at Fuentes Georginas. 

Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush  (RE)  Catharus frantzii 

A few of us were lucky to glimpse this species while hiking along the trails of San Pedro. 

Swainson's Thrush     Catharus ustulatus 

Only a single bird encountered at Los Tarrales. 



2

2 

RBT Guatemala and Tikal Extension Trip Report 2014 
 

 

 

Wood Thrush     Hylocichla mustelina 

Commonly seen in the forests of Tikal, often associating with Kentucky Warblers. 

Black Thrush  (RE)     Turdus infuscatus 

An unexpected addition to the list, a single male seen feeding in a fruiting tree near the thermal 

pools of Fuentes Georginas.  

Mountain Thrush  (RE)    Turdus plebejus 

Another unexpected addition seen feeding near the Black and Rufous-collared Thrushes at 

Fuentes Georginas. 

Clay-colored Thrush    Turdus grayi 

Seen on every day of the tour. 

White-throated Thrush  (RE)   Turdus assimilis 

A pair seen on one occasion at Los Tarrales. 

Rufous-collared Thrush  (RE)   Turdus rufitorques 

Seen at both Fuentes Georginas and Finca El Pilar. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow  (I)     Passer domesticus 

Seen in towns and villages on a handful of occasions. 

 

Olive Warbler  Peucedramidae 
Olive Warbler     Peucedramus taeniatus 

A little backlit, but otherwise seen well at Rincon Suizo. 

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Scrub Euphonia     Euphonia affinis 

Seen well at the fruit feeders of Los Tarrales and at Tikal. 

Yellow-throated Euphonia    Euphonia hirundinacea 

Both males and females seen well at Los Tarrales. 

Elegant Euphonia     Euphonia elegantissima 

Stunning sighting of a male bird at Rincon Suizo. 

Olive-backed Euphonia    Euphonia gouldi 

A few were seen well around Tikal on most days. 

Blue-crowned Chlorophonia   Chlorophonia occipitalis 

Practically the first bird of the morning at Los Andes, followed by more good views at Las 

Nubes. 

Black-headed Siskin     Carduelis notata 

A number seen sunning themselves atop pine trees in the early morning at Finca El Pilar. 

Lesser Goldfinch     Carduelis psaltria 

Commonly encountered in the highlands. 

Hooded Grosbeak     Hesperiphona abeillei 

Incredible views at Finca El Pilar of 2 males and 2 females perched and feeding noisily atop 

some pine trees. 

 

New World Warblers  Parulidae 
Ovenbird      Seiurus aurocapilla 

Seen at Las Nubes and regularly at Tikal scuttling along the forest floor. 
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Worm-eating Warbler    Helmitheros vermivorum 

Seen on two days at Tikal.  

Louisiana Waterthrush    Parkesia motacilla 

Only seen in the Tikal area walking along an open muddy road. 

Northern Waterthrush    Parkesia noveboracensis 

Only seen briefly by some in the Tikal area.  

Blue-winged Warbler    Vermivora cyanoptera 

A single bird seen by some at Las Nubes only. 

Black-and-white Warbler    Mniotilta varia 

Resembling a creeper more so than a warbler, this delightful fellow was seen once or twice a day 

during the main tour with many more sightings in Tikal. 

Crescent-chested Warbler  (RE)   Oreothlypis superciliosa 

Only seen at Fuentes Georginas by some. 

Tennessee Warbler     Leiothlypis peregrina 

Commonly seen in both worn and fresh plumage in the highlands. 

Nashville Warbler     Leiothlypis ruficapilla 

Commonly seen from Las Nubes to Tikal.  

Grey-crowned Yellowthroat  (RE)   Geothlypis poliocephala 

At least one individual showed well in the small lake opposite our lodge in Tikal.  

MacGillivray's Warbler    Oporornis tolmiei 

A single bird seen feeding near ground level while locating Prevost’s Ground Sparrow at Los 

Tarrales followed by a few more individuals at Los Andes, San Juan la Laguna and Las Nubes.  

Kentucky Warbler     Oporornis formosus 

Seen well in the Tikal area often in association with Wood Thrush. 

Common Yellowthroat    Geothlypis trichas 

Seen in scrubby areas around Tikal on one occasion. 

Hooded Warbler     Setophaga citrina 

This attractive little warbler was encountered once at Las Nubes and then quite frequently at 

Tikal and Flores. 

American Redstart     Setophaga ruticilla 

Uncommon at Los Tarrales becoming much commoner around Tikal. 

Northern Parula     Setophaga americana 

A couple of birds showed up at Rincon Suizo and Tikal. 

Magnolia Warbler     Setophaga magnolia 

Seen well at Los Tarrales and Tikal. 

American Yellow Warbler    Setophaga aestiva 

Commonly encountered at Los Tarrales, Lago Atitlan and Tikal. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler    Setophaga pensylvanica 

Single birds seen at Los Tarrales followed by a few more at Tikal. 

Myrtle Warbler     Setophaga coronata 

Commonly seen crawling over the ruins and in the grasslands of Tikal. 

Yellow-throated Warbler    Setophaga dominica 

Seen by some around our accommodation at Lago Atitlan. 

Townsend's Warbler     Setophaga townsendi 

Seen well on every day of the main tour at mid to high elevation sites. 

Black-throated Green Warbler   Setophaga virens 
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Seen by some at Los Tarrales, but commoner at Tikal. 

Fan-tailed Warbler  (RE)    Euthlypis lachrymosa 

Some of us had stunning views of a pair walking along the lower trail of Las Nubes. 

Rufous-capped Warbler    Basileuterus rufifrons 

Seen very well at Los Tarrales and again at Fuentes Georginas. 

Golden-browed Warbler  (RE)   Basileuterus belli 

Another stunning little warbler, seen very well at Fuentes Georginas and around Lago Atitlan. 

Golden-crowned Warbler    Basileuterus culicivorus 

Seen at Las Nubes and again around Lago Atitlan. 

Wilson's Warbler     Cardellina pusilla 

Seen on every day of the main tour. 

Pink-headed Warbler  (RE)    Ergaticus versicolor 

Seen on a few occasions, most notably at Fuentes Georginas where we were able to observe the 

bird for lengthy periods of time both dorsally and ventrally. 

Slate-throated Whitestart    Myioborus miniatus 

The bright red-bellied form of this species was seen on numerous occasions in the highlands. 

 

Family Uncertain  Incertae Sedis 
Yellow-breasted Chat    Icteria virens 

Briefly seen on two occasions by some at Los Tarrales. This proved to be a hard species to nail 

down for everyone, but we finally succeeded with some short but excellent views at Las Nubes. 

 

Oropendolas, Orioles & Blackbirds  Icteridae 
Montezuma Oropendola  (RE)   Psarocolius montezuma 

Common around Tikal, especially near the ruins. 

Yellow-billed Cacique    Amblycercus holosericeus 

Whilst trying to located Yellow-breasted Chat at Los Tarrales, an inquisitive Cacique showed 

conspicuously. 

Spot-breasted Oriole  (RE)    Icterus pectoralis 

Commonly seen at Los Andes and Lost Tarrales, mostly around the gardens. 

Yellow-tailed Oriole     Icterus mesomelas 

A single bird scoped near Tikal. 

Orchard Oriole     Icterus spurius 

Very common, which included large waves of up to 8 individuals at a time at Los Tarrales. 

Black-vented Oriole  (RE)    Icterus wagleri 

Many of us saw this bird around Lago Atitlan, but everyone caught nicely up at Finca El Pilar.  

Bar-winged Oriole  (RE)    Icterus maculialatus 

Some excellent strategizing at Finca El Pilar ensured that we all had great views of this bird. 

Baltimore Oriole     Icterus galbula 

Seen on almost everyday of the tour. 

Bullock's Oriole     Icterus bullockii 

A single bird seen by one of the group at Los Tarrales. 

Altamira Oriole     Icterus gularis 

Common around Los Tarrales with a few seen at Los Andes. 

Giant Cowbird     Molothrus oryzivorus 

A few adults found hiding away from inquisitive Brown Jays at Tikal. 
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Bronzed Cowbird     Molothrus aeneus 

Seen near human habitation in the vicinity of Lago Atitlan and Rincon Suizo. 

Melodious Blackbird  (RE)    Dives dives 

Seen on most days of the tour, although particularly easy at the fruit feeders of Los Tarrales.  

Great-tailed Grackle    Quiscalus mexicanus 

Common, especially near any form of human habitation. Seen on every day of the tour. 

 

Buntings, New World Sparrows & Allies  Emberizidae 
Rufous-collared Sparrow    Zonotrichia capensis 

Seen on a handful of occasions, including Los Andes and Lago Atitlan. 

Rusty Sparrow     Aimophila rufescens 

A few brief views around San Juan La Laguna. 

Prevost's Ground Sparrow  (RE)   Melozone biarcuata 

Crippling views were obtained by all at Los Tarrales where a pair showed repeatedly while 

foraging. Further sightings at Volcan San Pedro and gardens around Lago Atitlan.  

White-eared Ground Sparrow  (RE)*  Melozone leucotis 

Only managed to hear this species at Las Nubes. 

Chestnut-capped Brush Finch   Arremon brunneinucha 

Seen well in the early morning at Fuentes Georginas as well as at Las Nubes. 

White-naped Brush Finch    Atlapetes albinucha 

Seen by some on Volcan San Pedro. 

Common Bush Tanager    Chlorospingus ophthalmicus 

Seen from the platform at Las Nubes, further sightings at Fuentes Georginas. 

 

Tanagers & Allies Thraupidae 
Black-throated Shrike-Tanager  (RE)  Lanio aurantius 

We managed to see this species on three occasions, a male on our first day at Tikal being a 

particular highlight. 

Blue-grey Tanager     Thraupis episcopus 

Regularly seen at the lower and mid-elevation sites such as Los Tarrales and Lago Atitlan. 

Yellow-winged Tanager  (RE)   Thraupis abbas 

Commonly seen at Los Andes, Los Tarrales and Lago Atitlan. 

Cabanis's Tanager  (RE)    Tangara cabanisi 

One of the first targeted species of the tour. A small flock were eventually found feeding high in 

a Ficus tree at Los Andes.  

Red-legged Honeycreeper    Cyanerpes cyaneus 

Common at Los Tarrales, with a few more birds in Tikal. 

Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer  (RE)  Diglossa baritula 

Seen very well at Fuentes Georginas while enjoying the Wine-throated Hummingbird display. 

Blue-black Grassquit    Volatinia jacarina 

Seen only in flight around the gardens of Las Nubes. 

White-collared Seedeater    Sporophila torqueola 

A fairly common species in grassland and scrub. Two sub-species demonstrating morphological 

differences were recorded. ssp mutanda at Las Nubes, Fuentes Georginas and Lago Atitlan while 

the ssp morelleti was seen in the lowlands around Tikal. 

Yellow-faced Grassquit    Tiaris olivaceus 
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A single bird was seen well at Los Andes. 

 

Grosbeaks, Saltators & Allies  Cardinalidae 
Summer Tanager     Piranga rubra 

Recorded on almost every day of the tour. 

Western Tanager     Piranga ludoviciana 

Recorded at a number of mid to high elevations sites on the main tour. 

White-winged Tanager    Piranga leucoptera 

A small flock of about 5 individuals were seen briefly at Los Tarrales while further birds were 

seen at Las Nubes. 

Red-crowned Ant Tanager    Habia rubica 

Seen in mixed flocks at Tikal. 

Red-throated Ant Tanager    Habia fuscicauda 

Briefly seen at Los Tarrales, otherwise seen in mixed flocks at Tikal. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak    Pheucticus ludovicianus 

Common and conspicuous, recorded on almost every day of the tour. 

Grey-throated Chat  (RE)    Granatellus sallaei 

The last major target of the tour, we finally got excellent sightings on the last morning at Tikal.  

Black-headed Saltator    Saltator atriceps 

Common at Los Andes and Los Tarrales, especially in the gardens. 

Greyish Saltator     Saltator coerulescens 

As with the above species, often seen together. 

Blue Bunting      Cyanocompsa parellina 

A drab female followed by a stunning male were seen at close quarters in Tikal. 

Blue Grosbeak     Passerina caerulea 

Scoped views of both males and females around a lake en route to Tikal. 

Indigo Bunting     Passerina cyanea 

Seen regularly, mostly in eclipse plumage. 

Painted Bunting     Passerina ciris 

Individuals in variable plumage seen at Los Tarrales only. 

 

 

Annotated list of Mammal species recorded. 
 
Yucatan Black Howler Monkey  (RE)  Alouatta pigra 

Unusually uncommon, scoped on our first morning at Tikal and only heard once after that. 

Geoffrey’s Spider Monkey    Atelles geoffreyi 

Seen on a number of occasions at Tikal. 

Central American Agouti    Dasyprocta punctata 

Particularly common at Los Tarrales, up to 8 individuals fighting for scraps near the fruit feeders. 

Equally common in Tikal. 

Deppe's Squirrel  (RE)    Sciurus deppei 

Seen once in Tikal. 

Variegated Squirrel  (RE)    Sciurus variegatoides 

Seen well at many highland locations. 
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Yucatan Squirrel  (RE)    Sciurus yucatanensis 

One individual seen at Tikal. 

Red-bellied Squirrel  (RE)    Sciurus aureogaster 

Single individual seen at Rincon Suizo. 

Grey Fox      Urocyon cinereoargenteus 

Encountered when driving out of Tikal in the afternoon walking down the asphalt road. 

White-nosed Coati     Nasua narica 

Common and habituated at Tikal. 

White-tailed Deer     Odocoileus virginianus 

Small numbers seen at Los Tarrales. 

Central American Brocket    Odocoileus virginianus 

A pair seen at Tikal. 

 

Annotated list of Reptile species recorded. 
 

Morelet’s Crocodile  (RE)    Crocodylus moreletii 

The same individuals seen on three consecutive days at Tikal. 

Brown Basilisk     Basiliscus vittatus 

Seen infrequently at Los Tarrales and again in Tikal. 
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