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Top ten birds as voted for by participants: 
1. Schlegel’s Asity 

2. Scaly Ground Roller 

3. Long-tailed Ground Roller 

4. Velvet Asity 

5. Red-tailed Newtonia 

6. White-breasted Mesite 

7. Torotoroka Scops Owl 

8. Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher 

9. Pitta-like Ground Roller 

10. Red-shouldered Vanga 
 

Top five mammals as voted for by participants: 
1. Verreaux’s Sifaka   4.   Rufous Mouse Lemur 

2. Lowland Streaked Tenrec   5.   Coquerel’s Sifaka 

3. Indri  

 

The island’s incredible reptile and amphibian diversity demanded that we cast a vote for our top five 

“herps” as well! 
 

Top five “herps” as voted for by participants: 
1. Baron’s Mantella 4. Madagascar Tree Boa 

2. Parson’s Chameleon 5. Southern Flat-tail Gecko 

3. Peacock Day Gecko  
 

Our Madagascar adventure – and adventure is an entirely appropriate term here! – began with a 

morning visit to the Tsimabazaza Zoo in downtown Antananarivo (Tana) for those guests who had 

arrived early. This afforded us the opportunity to see some of Madagascar’s endemic wildlife up close, 

most notably the rare Fossa, a creature we were unlikely to see in the wild. The small dam on the 

property provided a brief sighting of a Malagasy Pond Heron, along with a few other egrets and herons 

but otherwise we decided to leave the serious birding until later in the afternoon, once everyone had 

arrived. 

 

After the first of many delicious (yet habitually 

lacking in rhubarb) meals at our Tana hotel we set out 

as a complete group for Lac Alarobia, a wildlife 

sanctuary within the city limits. The traffic gods were 

unusually benevolent that day and we eased through 

the chaos and busyness of Tana’s narrow roads within 

half an hour. Passing through the tall gates we were 

greeted by the sight of thousands of waterbirds, 

Hundreds of Red-billed Teal littered the surface of the 

lake and Cattle Egrets, Great Egrets, Dimorphic 

Egrets, Black Herons, Squacco Herons and Black-

crowned Night Herons continually flew in and out or 

squabbled over the best perches. We searched through 

all of these until we found the pristine white plumes, 

mackerel blue bill and coral red legs of our primary target, the Malagasy Pond Heron. Returning our 

focus to the water we picked out Madagascan Grebe, common Moorhen, diminutive Hottentot Teal and 

White-faced, Knob-billed and Meller’s Ducks among the ubiquitous Red-billed Teal. Malagasy Brush 

Warbler, Malagasy Bulbul, Stripe-throated Jery and Madagascan Swamp Warbler were spotted in the 

waterside vegetation while Malagasy Kingfisher and a trio of raucous Broad-billed Rollers added 

splashes of colour to the mix. 

Malagasy Pond Heron by Nigel Voaden 
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The following morning we set out early on our drive to Ankarafantsika NP, a move necessitated by the 

first of Air Madagascar’s scheduling manoeuvres for this trip. The long journey allowed us to become 

better acquainted with the country we’d call our home 

for the next three weeks; grandiose landscapes 

inspired bittersweet feelings as we tried not to think 

about the thousands of acres of forest now claimed by 

beautiful yet barren grassland. Birding opportunities 

were few although we did enjoy marvellous views of 

two male Malagasy Harriers, watched an eye-level 

Madagascan Buzzard, examined the beautiful 

markings of a dead Madagascan Buttonquail and had 

closer-than-close looks at some very tolerant 

Madagascan Pratincoles. That evening we met up with 

our local guide and set off on our first night walk 

along a stretch of road bordering the park (sadly night 

walks are no longer permitted within national parks). 

Strangely we found not a single chameleon, but we did find a few mouse lemurs, their presence 

revealed in our beams by their golden eye-shine darting about in the foliage. We had good views of 

Grey Mouse Lemur and the real prize, Golden-brown Mouse Lemur, which is only found in this area. 

 

The next day we were up with the sun and after a quick cup of coffee we headed into the dry deciduous 

forest of the national park. In the relative cool of the early morning the bird activity was good, with 

sightings of White-breasted Mesite, Schlegel’s Asity at a nest, Lesser Vasa Parrot, Madagascan 

Hoopoe, Chabert’s Vanga, Long-billed Bernieria, Madagascan Cuckooshrike, Crested Drongo, 

Madagascan Green Pigeon, Crested Coua and Malagasy Turtle Dove. The short drive back to camp 

was more eventful than anticipated, when, after stopping for a pair of perched Madagascan Fish Eagles 

we found a Giant Hog-nosed Snake. After breakfast we targeted a different patch of woodland in 

search of Van Dam’s Vanga, of which we managed to 

get excellent views, along with Rufous and Sickle-

billed Vangas, Grey-headed Lovebird, Banded 

Kestrel, Coquerel’s and Red-capped Couas, Cuckoo 

Roller, Common Newtonia, Blue Vanga, Malagasy 

Paradise Flycatcher and Madagascan Magpie-Robin. 

 

That afternoon we quickly popped in at small pond 

nearby where we found two of the near-threatened 

Madagascan Jacana and then headed back to Lac 

Ravelobe for a gentle boat ride. The boat allowed us 

to creep up close to splendid Allen’s Gallinule, Purple 

Heron, Squacco Heron, African Darter and a 

Madagascan Fish Eagle. Another night walk 

followed, with more excellent looks at Golden-brown and Grey Mouse Lemurs, and Western Fat-tailed 

Dwarf Lemur. Despite attempts to draw it in, a calling Western Barn Owl remained out of sight. 

 

The next morning we hit the road again for the coastal port of Mahajanga, two hours away, heading 

directly for the beach where a boat was waiting to whisk us away to the Betsiboka Delta. In no time at 

all we’d located the area’s two major specials – Madagascan Sacred Ibis and Bernier’s Teal, both 

threatened species. We hopped out the boat and squished about in the mud for a bit while scoping 

Madagascan Pratincole by Nigel Voaden 

White-breasted Mesite by Nigel Voaden 
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Saunder’s Tern, Terek Sandpiper, Whimbrel, Greater Sand Plover and the mostly coastal dark morph 

Dimorphic Egret, then headed over to another spot for better views of the ibis and teal. On the ride 

back, the wind had picked up so much that our pilot steered us into the shelter of the closer harbour 

rather than risk a beach landing. Luckily the rough seas hadn’t taken away our appetites as we tucked 

into a tasty seafood lunch before our last birding stop 

of the day at the Sacred Lake. This spot always holds 

something good and the first surprise was a neat-

looking Madagascan Plover hanging around a loose 

flock of Kittlitz’s Plovers. Four African Openbills 

were present, along with Black-winged Stilt, a dozen 

African Pygmy Geese, Black Heron, the Madagascan 

subspecies of Three-banded Plover, a female Greater 

Painted-snipe, Madagascan Jacana, Malagasy 

Kingfisher, Madagascan Cisticola and Madagascan 

Mannikin. 

 

Day 5 was essentially a travel day since our mid-

morning flight back to the capital did not allow any 

wide-ranging excursions. That afternoon, in Tana, some of us honed our bargaining skills at the popular 

Artisanal Market, which saw us leaving with items ranging from wild silk scarves and vanilla pods to 

multi-coloured bottle-cap baskets.  

 

Perinet/Andasibe was our next stop. Guests found day geckos, a Comet Moth and a recently satiated 

Madagascar Tree Boa on the hotel grounds before we visited Analamazoatra Special Reserve. We were 

waylaid at the entrance by Tsarafidy Madagascar Frogs in the huge Pandanus plants and an unusually 

cooperative Blue Coua. Despite the odd spits of rain our first visit to a Madagascan rainforest was a 

great success – we saw Eastern Lesser Bamboo Lemur, Madagascan Wood Rail, Rainforest Scops Owl, 

a very wet Collared Nightjar, Red-tailed Vanga, Chabert Vanga, Common Newtonia, Madagascan 

Cuckooshrike, Green, Stripe-throated and Common Jeries and Nelicourvi Weaver. But the highlight 

was probably a pair of Madagascan Ibises that allowed sensational views as they pottered around in the 

path ahead of us, eventually taking off to reveal their 

sheet-white wings. After the reserve closed we 

focussed on nearby forest, finding Ward’s Flycatcher, 

Nuthatch Vanga and Madagascan Owl. 

 

Over the next two days we ventured along the now 

4x4-only track into Mantadia National Park. Our 

intrepid local park guide Luc put us through our 

paces, brushing aside vines, slithering down vertical 

trails and taking us across rivers in search of various 

quarry. For the most part we did well – only Rufous-

headed Ground Roller eluded us, albeit just. However, 

our truly mind-blowing views of the other three 

rainforest ground rollers – Short-legged, Scaly and 

Pitta-like – certainly made up for it! Plus we found Madagascan Flufftail, Madagascan Grebe, 

Madagascan Blue Pigeon, Red-fronted Coua, Madagascan Spinetail, Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher, 

Greater Vasa Parrot, Hook-billed, White-headed, Blue and Tylas Vanga, Dark Netwonia, Rand’s 

Warbler, White-throated Oxylabes, Madgascan Starling and Souimanga Sunbird. We were absolutely 

Madagascan Plover by Nigel Voaden 

Madagascan Wood Rail by Nigel Voaden 
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thrilled to come upon a mom-and-kid duo of Lowland Streaked Tenrecs and although we often heard 

Indri, we only had distant views of this largest lemur. Other mammals included the sublime Diademed 

Sifaka and Brown Lemur. We even got into “invertebrating” – but with extraordinary creatures like 

Giraffe Weevil, oversized Pill Millipedes (including hundreds of the beautiful Emerald Pill Millipede) 

and an array of butterflies who could blame us?  

 

Our night walks in the area and at the nearby community-owned V.O.I.M.M.A. reserve were equally 

rewarding: Goodman’s Mouse Lemur, Furry-eared Dwarf Lemur, Short-horned, Brown Leaf, Nose-

horned, Parson’s and Will’s Chameleons and three 

wonderfully obliging Southern Flat-tail Geckos all 

showed nicely. 

 

From Andasibe we then travelled to Anjozorobe. En 

route a little stop to admire a pair of Hamerkops in a 

rice paddy turned into a “snipefest” as we flushed one 

Greater Painted-snipe after the other, mostly male 

birds. Later our initial forest walk at Anjozorobe was 

thoroughly rained out, ‘though we still managed 

scintillating views of a male Velvet Asity and a 

Henst’s Goshawk nest (minus the Henst’s Goshawk!). 

As the rain continued our night walk was cancelled, 

only for it to clear up that evening anyway. The 

astonishing diversity of moths crowding around every 

lightbulb in camp compensated for the lack of a nocturnal outing, however, and careful searching also 

revealed a Betsileo Reed Frog and a Carpet (White-lined) Chameleon.  

 

The rest of the walks around Anjozorobe were relatively quiet, although what they lacked in quantity 

they made up for in quality: Madagascan Yellowbrow, superb looks at Henst’s Goshawk, Madagascan 

Blue Pigeon, Madagascan Cuckoo, Madagascan Snipe (at a small wetland remnant), Cuckoo Roller, 

Common Sunbird-Asity, Crossley’s Vanga, Wedge-

tailed Jery, Spectacled Tetraka, Forest Rock Thrush, 

Madagascan Wagtail, Diademed Sifaka, Tailless 

Tenrec, Malagasy Cat-eyed, Mahafaly and Lateral 

Water Snakes, Goudot’s Bright-eyed Frog and the 

imaginatively named Madagascar Jumping Frog. We 

had TWO absolutely top-class sightings of Rufous-

headed Ground Roller, the toughest member of its 

family to see, and I fulfilled a career-long ambition of 

removing a leech from a (surprisingly calm!) guest’s 

eye. 

 

Before embarking on our only night walk at 

Anjozorobe we all crowded on to one of the cabin’s 

balconies and awaited the appearance of the button-

cute Rufous Mouse Lemurs that, it turned out, lived in the roof. Once in the forest we encountered 

Perinet and Blue-legged Chameleons, two species of Uroplatus geckos – Southern Flat-tail and the 

brilliantly named Satanic Leaf-tailed Geckos – as well as loads of Madagascar Bright-eyed and 

Moramanga Madagascar Frogs. 

Crossley’s Vanga by Nigel Voaden 

Satanic Leaf-tailed Gecko by Wayne Jones 
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After Anjozorobe we overnighted in Tana before flying down to Fort Dauphin on a brand-new airline, 

Madagasikara Airways. It was the first time they were flying the Tana-Fort Dauphin route and there 

was much excitement on board. There was even a TV crew that interviewed some of us on camera in 

mid-air. Notwithstanding a name so unfortunately 

similar to their competitor, the flight was a pleasant 

experience and we all sincerely wished the airline the 

best of luck – anything to give Air Madagascar (our 

intended carrier that day) a run for their money!  

 

Once on the ground we loaded into 4x4s and set off 

for Andohahela National Park where we were only 

able to spend a short while searching for Red-tailed 

Newtonia, the park’s major claim to fame. Due to the 

time of day we sadly dipped on this mega, although 

we did find Collared Brown Lemur, Boulder Skink, 

Dumeril’s Madagascar Swift (Iguanid) and Dumeril’s 

Madagascar Frogs. We arranged for one guest to 

return to Fort Dauphin so as to revisit Andohahela in the morning to look for the Red-tailed Newtonia 

(successfully, as it turned out) while the rest of us continued to the world-famous Berenty Private 

Lemur Reserve. We arrived in time to do a night walk, which yielded Torotoroka Scops Owl, White-

footed Sportive Lemur, Western Tuft-tailed Rat, Carpet and Warty Chameleons, Mocquard’s 

Madagascar Ground Gecko and Mocquard’s Rain frog. 

 

The next day began with a visit to the surrounding sisal plantations to search for Madagascan 

Sandgrouse, of which we had pretty good views as one flew over us. There were a few small groupings 

of Helmeted Guineafowl, Namaqua Dove and Madagascan Lark. We enjoyed our first of many looks at 

a cute Verreaux’s Sifaka “dancing” its way across open ground once it had established with wide -eyed 

certainty that it was safe to do so. At breakfast we 

soon learned to leave no morsel unattended as Ring-

tailed Lemurs hung around without aggression 

waiting for any opening. 

 

Later we strolled under the shade of tamarind trees 

through Berenty’s gallery forest where we came upon 

Madagascan Cuckoo Hawk, Black Kite, Frances’s 

Sparrowhawk, Crested and Giant Couas, roosting 

Western Barn Owl, White-browed Hawk-Owl, 

Madagascan Hoopoe, Grey-headed Lovebird, Lesser 

Vasa Parrot, Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher and 

Sakalava Weaver. Aside from the dancing sifakas and 

opportunistic ring-tails, there were numerous 

introduced Red-fronted Brown Lemurs, Madagascan Flying Fox, day-roosting White-footed Sportive 

Lemurs and a good selection of ‘herps’ including Southern Bark and Modest Day Geckos, Madagascar 

Iguana (Three-eyed Lizard), Mahafaly Sand Snake and Gray Skink. After lunch, with the whole group 

together again, the vagaries of Air Madagascar once again forced our hand and we made the tough (and 

possibly insane!) decision to drive from Berenty to Isalo National Park, where we’d overnight before 

proceeding to Tulear. This and a heavy downpour put a damper on the rest of the afternoon and 

Verreaux’s Sifakas  by Nigel Voaden 

Ring-tailed Lemurs by Nigel Voaden 
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prevented us from exploring the spiny forest nearby. We would have to make the most of our time in 

the spiny forest around Ifaty! 

 

The next morning we bundled into three 4x4s and set off along, well, what some might call a road. To 

us it seemed more like we were participating in the Camel Trophy or Dakar Rally! The downpour we’d 

experienced the previous afternoon had obviously not been an isolated shower, nor the first of the 

season. Given the distance we had to cover we tried to go as fast as possible but progress was slow due 

to the road conditions and the numerous puddles (lakes?) we had to drive through. On the plus side we 

experienced a part of the country that few other foreigners see with spectacular scenery unlike anything 

else we found in Madagascar. Birding was kept to a 

minimum although sightings of Running and Crested 

Coua, Humblot’s Heron and Madagascan Buttonquail 

were reported. After a full day on the road we 

welcomed the luxury of our Isalo hotel that evening. 

 

We had a bit of a lie-in the next morning and then 

drove the short distance to Zombitse National Park. 

Along with Vohibasia Forest, this park protects the 

only remaining transitional forest in the country. The 

rest, as we had seen and would continue to see, had 

long ago been transformed into sterile grasslands by 

indiscriminate slash and burn mentality. After 

checking out some spectacularly psychedelic 

Standing’s Day Geckos we walked some trails with our local park guide, finding a day-roosting 

Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur, Coquerel’s and Giant Couas, Madagascan Hoopoe, Rufous Vanga, Crested 

Drongo, Madagascan Buttonquail, Long-billed Bernieria and Common Jery. Our guide eventually 

located the main target of the area – Appert’s Tetraka which is now entirely restricted to this small 

patch of transitional forest. We had cripplingly good views of a pair of these charming tetrakas going 

about their business. We soon noticed that they were nest-building only a metre or two from us, but 

thankfully they seemed not the least bit concerned by our presence. Other interesting creepy-crawly 

creatures included some massive Oustalet’s Chameleons, a Night Snake species (Ithycyphus oursi) that 

peered out of its hole at us, Sakalava Velvet Gecko, Grandidier’s Dwarf Gecko, a camera-loving Giant 

Hog-nosed Snake and a collection of Flattid Leaf Bugs of various ages.  

 

Hours later, having departed Zombitse and passed 

through Tulear, we stopped at some wetlands on the 

way to Ifaty. A Greater Flamingo struck a lone figure 

out in the open water, its only company a few Little 

Grebes. Along the shoreline we found a few waders: 

Black-winged Stilt, Common Ringed, Kittlitz’s and 

Three-banded Plovers, Common Greenshank, Wood 

Sandpiper and Curlew Sandpiper, and the reedbeds 

held secretive Baillon’s Crake and six Greater 

Painted-snipes. The wind was pumping, rendering our 

visit to the Honko Mangrove Restoration Project all 

but useless so we pushed on to Ifaty where local 

scouts had a treat in store for us – a Long-tailed 

Ground Roller. We had glorious views of this 
Long-tailed Ground Roller by Nigel Voaden 

Appert’s Tetraka by Nigel Voaden 
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charismatic bird before discovering that we were close to its curious nest burrow so we moved on to 

our hotel on the beach. 

 

The next day we ventured out early so that we could 

bird the spiny forest before it got too hot. This, 

coupled with our lack of spiny forest species from 

Berenty, saw us speed-birding somewhat. The local 

bird scouts enthusiastically located all our target 

species and we raced through the baobabs and octopus 

trees to each new sighting: a female Subdesert Mesite, 

the green-capped subspecies of Red-capped Coua, 

Sickle-billed, Hook-billed, Lafresnaye’s, White-

headed and Chabert Vangas, Archbold’s and Common 

Newtonias, Madagascan Cuckooshrike, Subdesert 

Brush Warbler, Thamnornis, Stripe-throated Jery and 

Malagasy Green Sunbird. Only Running Coua was 

unfortunately not seen particularly well as it was on a 

nest and facing in towards thicker vegetation. We did splendidly with raptors, finding Madagascan 

Harrier-Hawk, Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk, Madagascan Sparrowhawk, Malagasy Kestrel and a pair of 

Banded Kestrels, one of which was tearing apart a recently caught chameleon. Once our guides realised 

we were interested in more than just birds they showed us an array of things like Petter’s Sportive 

Lemur, a Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec curled up in a hollow log, Madagascar Keeled Cordylid, 

Madagascar Iguana, Mahafaly Sand Snake, Gravenhorst’s Skink, scorpions, a huge centipede, a 

bizarre-looking cricket and a memorable “tree hole spider”. 

 

After lunch we left for Tulear – our Rubiksing of the schedule had lost us a second night at Ifaty – and 

we again stopped at the wetlands where we saw a handsome male Little Bittern and some had 

marginally better looks at a Baillon’s Crake. Outside Tulear a visit to the La Tabla area proved fruitless 

in the afternoon heat but we did find White-throated Rail while returning to town. 

 

La Tabla was a much better prospect in the relative cool of the following morning, with a male Red-

shouldered Vanga coming in close and a Lafresnaye’s Vanga inadvertently leading us to a Verreaux’s 

Coua nest just as we’d given up hope of ever finding 

the species. Buoyed by this last-minute success we 

returned to Tulear caught a series of ox-carts out to 

our boat, scoped Crab-plovers in the harbour and then 

set course for Nosy Ve. A swing past San Augustin 

cliffs revealed a Peregrine Falcon and two active 

Humblot’s Heron nests on the cliffs and Greater 

Flamingo at the river mouth. Once we reached the 

little island we all admired the Red-tailed Tropicbirds 

sailing overhead before splitting into two groups – 

some went snorkelling while others visited the far 

end of the island and had views of Greater and Lesser 

Crested Terns, Sanderling, Grey Plovers and a flock 

of lovely Crab-plovers. A seafood lunch at Anakao 

followed and, once we’d seen the restaurant’s resident Littoral Rock Thrush, we once again made for 

Tulear. Trying to catch up on a second lost night we continued straight on to Isalo National Park, 

Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec by Nigel Voaden 

Crab-plovers by Nigel Voaden 
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waking happily the next morning to an itinerary that, like displaced vertebrae, had finally been 

realigned! 

 

We checked out Oustalet’s Chameleon, Forest Rock 

Thrush and Dumeril’s Madagascar Swift in the hotel 

gardens and then bussed to Ranomafana National 

Park. Over the next couple of days here we explored 

the steep rainforest-covered ridges that constitute 

much of the reserve and found soaring Henst’s 

Goshawk, a pair of Brown Mesites, Madagascan Blue 

Pigeon, Blue and brief Red-fronted Couas, Collared 

Nightjar (complete with leech in one eye and, as 

discovered later in photos, a chick under the wing), 

Pitta-like Ground Roller, Madagascan Pygmy 

Kingfisher, Velvet Asity, Common and Yellow-

bellied Sunbird-Asities, Red-tailed, Pollen’s, White-

headed, Blue, Rufous and Tylas Vangas, Dark and 

Common Newtonias, Malagasy Bulbul, Malagasy Brush Warbler, Cryptic Warbler, Spectacled 

Tetraka, Green Jery, Malagasy White-eye, Nelicourvi Weaver, Milne-Edward’s Sifaka, Red-bellied, 

Black-and-white Ruffed and Brown Lemurs, Golden and Greater Bamboo Lemurs, Eastern Red Forest 

Rat, O’Shaughnessy’s, Brown Leaf and Tusked (Belted) Chameleons, stunning Peacock and Striped 

Day Geckos, Gold-collared Snake and a suite of frogs, not least of all the exquisite Baron’s Mantella. 

Invertebrates once again came to the fore with loads of butterflies, both Giraffe and Pygmy Giraffe 

Weevils, a Comet Moth in the hotel grounds and some spectacular stick insects. A wetland near the 

park’s boundary afforded us memorable sightings of Madagascan Rails crossing an open stretch of 

reedbed, as well as Meller’s Ducks and coy Grey Emutails.  

 

Our night walks were no less rich in animal-life; apart from Rufous Mouse Lemurs and mostly 

concealed Geoffroy’s Dwarf Lemur, we saw Elongate Leaf, Blue-legged, Perinet, Nose-horned and 

O’Shaughnessy’s Chameleons, Gluttonous Forest 

Snake, Boehm’s and Madagascar Bright-eyed Frogs, 

White-bellied Reed Frog and Tschenk’s Madagascar 

Frog. 

 

Our penultimate day involved a long road journey 

back to Tana but some of us rose extra early to make 

one last attempt for two species which had thus far 

eluded us: Brown Emutail and Grey-crowned Tetraka. 

Time was limited but we managed to locate two 

separate emutails and, rather astonishingly, obtain 

pretty good views (by emutail standards) of both 

birds. The tetraka proved more troublesome and, as 

with the eleventh-hour Verreaux’s Couas, we had 

finally given up and were on our way to meet the bus when we found two birds. On, then, to Tana, 

passing by endless vistas of rice paddies and rural Malagasy life. We made a cultural, shopping and 

lunch stop in Ambositra where we got a fascinating insight into the woodworking and silk-weaving 

crafts for which the town is famous. I don’t think any of us will forget watching the craftsman make his 

Common Sunbird-Asity by Nigel Voaden 

Baron’s Mantella by Nigel Voaden 
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own scroll saw blade out of flattened tyre wire, chiselling teeth into it and then using it to cut out a 

trinket for one of the ladies! 

 

We concluded our successful tour with a sinfully leisurely breakfast on the final morning and said fond 

goodbyes to everyone. We all left with heaps of photos, great memories… and plenty of tales to share 

about our adventures on the Eighth Continent! 

 

Annotated List of Birds (Total species seen: 190) 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2014. IOC World Bird List (v 4.3) Birds of the World: 
Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press.  
 
Notes are provided where Clements differs. 

 

Key to abbreviations: 

E: an endemic species  

NE: a near-endemic species (i.e. occurring in the Malagasy region only) 

BE: a breeding endemic species 

I: an introduced species 
 

Conservation Status 

C: critical    En: endangered   V: vulnerable   NT: near-threatened    
 

 

Ducks & Geese    Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

We had sightings at Lac Alarobia, near Ankarafantsika, wetlands near Ifaty and at the Sacred Lake at 

Mahajanga. 

Knob-billed Duck     Sarkidiornis melanotos 

We found two birds at Lac Alarobia. 
NOTE: Clements does not accept the split between Knob-billed Duck [Sarkidiornis melanotos] and Comb Duck 
[Sarkidiornis sylvicola] but lumps it with Comb Duck [Sarkidiornis melanotos]. 

African Pygmy Goose    Nettapus auritus 

We saw a dozen of these beauties at the Sacred Lake.  

Meller’s Duck (E) (En)    Anas melleri 

We saw eight at Lac Alarobia, two in Mantadia NP and five in Ranomafana NP. 

Bernier’s Teal (E) (En)    Anas bernieri 

We counted 18 of these endangered ducks on the Betsiboka Delta. 
NOTE: This globally threatened endemic, currently known only from a few inaccessible sites on the west coast of 

Madagascar, has rarely been recorded until is discovery at this site by Rockjumper Birding Tours in 1999. “Only 
significant recent counts are 60 on Masama Lake in 1970 and 61 on Bemamba Lake in 1973” Volume 1; HBW.  

Red-billed Teal      Anas erythrorhyncha 

Abundant on Lac Alarobia and near Ankarafantsika. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Red-billed Duck. 
Hottentot Teal     Anas hottentota 

This small duck was seen at Lac Alarobia. 

 

Guineafowl    Numididae 
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Helmeted Guineafowl (I)    Numida meleagris 

Recorded around Berenty and Andohahela. 
NOTE: This African species was introduced to Madagascar by early colonists. 

 

Pheasant’s & Allies   Phasianidae 
Madagascan Partridge (E)    Margaroperdix madagascarensis 

Only one participant saw a pair fly over the road near Andohahela NP. 

 

Grebes    Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe       Tachybaptus ruficollis  

Good numbers were seen at the wetlands between Tulear and Ifaty. 

Madagascan Grebe (E) (V)    Tachybaptus pelzelnii 

We found this species at Lac Alarobia, with best views at Mantadia NP. 
NOTE: Globally threatened and declining due to habitat loss, introduction of exotic fish, and competition (and possibly 
hybridization) with Little Grebe. 

 

Flamingos    Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

A singleton was seen at the wetlands near Ifaty while a flock of birds was present on the river mouth at 

San Augustin. 

 

Tropicbirds    Phaethontidae 
Red-tailed Tropicbird    Phaethon rubricauda 

We observed this lovely species on Nosy Ve, where it was breeding. 

 

Storks    Ciconiidae 
African Openbill     Anastomus lamelligerus 

Not a common bird on the island yet we were fortunate to find four birds at the Sacred Lake. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills    Threskiornithidae 
Malagasy Sacred Ibis (NE)    Threskiornis bernieri 

We saw ten birds on the Betsiboka Delta. 
NOTE: A globally threatened species restricted to largely inaccessible wetlands in western Madagascar and Aldabra 
Island. This species is often considered merely a race of the widespread Sacred Ibis of the African mainland and is treated 
as such by Clements. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

Seen at Lac Ravelobe. 

Madagascan Ibis (E)     Lophotibis cristata 

We had marvellous views of a pair of birds in Analamazoatra SR. 

 

Herons    Ardeidae 

Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutus 

A stunning male perched on top of some reeds for a good while at the wetlands near Ifaty. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

This species was plentiful at Lac Alarobia. 

Striated Heron     Butorides striatus 

Seen at Lac Alarobia, the Sacred Lake and in rice paddies between Andasibe and Anjazorobe. 
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NOTE: Represented in Madagascar by the race B. s. rutenbergi, which tends to be darker than its African counterpart, with 
a reddish neck reminiscent of the American B. s. virens (Green Heron). 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

Seen at various rice paddies and wetlands including Lac Alarobia and Lac Ravelobe. 

Malagasy Pond Heron (BE) (V)   Ardeola idea 

We had good sightings at Lac Alarobia. 
NOTE: A regional endemic breeder that is considered vulnerable and declining due to habitat loss and competition with 
Squacco Heron. 

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

A widespread and commonly encountered species at wetlands and rice paddies throughout. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea  

Recorded at Betsiboka Delta and along the San Augustin cliffs. 

Humblot’s Heron (E) (V)    Ardea humbloti 

We found two nests along the San Augustin cliffs, each occupied by a single bird. 
NOTE: A globally threatened species essentially restricted to Madagascar but with vagrant records elsewhere. 
Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea  

Common on Lac Ravelobe, also seen near Andasibe. 

Great Egret      Ardea alba 

Commonly encountered in rice paddies/wetlands throughout the island. 

Black Heron      Egretta ardesiaca 

Seen in numerous wetlands and rice paddies along the tour; common at Lac Alarobia and the Sacred 

Lake. 

Dimorphic Egret     Egretta dimorpha 

We recorded this species on many days of the tour, mostly white morph birds, with predominantly dark 

morph birds along the coast. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes lumped by authorities as a distinct subspecies of the widespread Little Egret, Egretta 
garzetta. Clements treats it as a subspecies of Little Egret. 

 

Hamerkop    Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta  

Singletons or pairs were occasionally seen in rice paddies throughout. 

 

Anhingas    Anhingidae 
African Darter     Anhinga africanus  

A single bird showed well at Lac Ravelobe. 

 

Hawks & Eagles    Accipitridae 
Madagascan Harrier-Hawk (E)   Polyboroides radiatus 

We saw a single bird near its nest in Ifaty, its pale yellow facial skin indicating that it was not stressed 

by our presence. 

Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk (E)   Aviceda madagascariensis 

We had two very good sightings in Berenty and Ifaty. 

Frances's Sparrowhawk (NE)   Accipiter francesii  

This small accipiter was seen at Analamazoatra SR, Anjozorobe and Berenty. 

Madagascan Sparrowhawk (E) (NT)  Accipiter madagascariensis 

Seen well at Ifaty and also at Andohahela NP. 

Henst’s Goshawk (E) (NT)    Accipiter henstii 
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We were lucky to obtain two truly excellent sightings of this huge – and scarce – accipiter at 

Anjozorobe and Ranomafana NP. 

Malagasy Harrier (E) (NT)    Circus macrosceles 

This species can be very tricky but we had outstanding views of two males quartering over marsh and 

grassland between Tana and Ankarafantsika NP. 

Black Kite      Milvus migrans 

This species showed well in the Berenty area. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split into two, Yellow-billed and Black Kite. This split is currently not recognized by 
Clements or the IOC. 

Yellow-billed Kite     Milvus aegyptius 

The most widely seen raptor of the trip; common over roads and open habitats. 

Madagascan Fish Eagle (E) (C)   Haliaeetus vociferoides 

A pair was seen at Lac Ravelobe, with excellent views of one of them.   
NOTE: This is one of the world’s rarest raptors, with a total global population of no more than 60 pairs. 

Madagascan Buzzard (E)    Buteo brachypterus 

Best views were of a bird at eye-level en route from Tana to Ankarafantsika NP; also seen at the 

national park itself, Anjozorobe and near Fianarantsoa. 

 

Mesites    Mesitornithidae 
White-breasted Mesite (E) (V)   Mesitornis variegata 

A pair gave us good looks at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Brown Mesite (E) (V)    Mesitornis unicolor 

Two birds were seen in Ranomafana NP. 

Subdesert Mesite (E) (V)    Monias benschi 

A female bird was observed in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 

 

Flufftails    Sarothruridae 
Madagascan Flufftail (E)    Sarothrura insularis 

Heard often but only seen at Mantadia NP. 

 

Rails & Gallinules    Rallidae 
Madagascan Wood Rail (E)    Canirallus kioloides 

We had really great looks at this secretive species in Analamasoatra SR. 

Madagascan Rail (E)    Rallus madagascariensis 

Three birds variously gave wonderful views at Ankora Marsh in Ranomafana NP. 

White-throated Rail (E)    Dryolimnas cuvieri  

After many “heards” we finally got to see this attractive rail at some marshland near Tulear. 
NOTE: Some authorities consider the nominate Madagascar race of this bird as distinctive from the near -flightless Aldabra 
Island race, making this another endemic rallid to Madagascar. This is accepted by the IOC. 

Baillon's Crake     Porzana pusilla  

Despite being vocally bold this species was visually shy, with only two brief sightings at the wetlands 

near Ifaty. 

Allen’s Gallinule     Porphyrio alleni 

This gorgeous bird was seen very well on Lac Ravelobe. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus  

Seen at Lac Alarobia, the Sacred Lake and Mantadia NP. 
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Buttonquails   Turnicidae 
Madagascan Buttonquail (E)   Turnix nigricollis 

We encountered this species numerous times, including at Ankarafantsika, Zombitse and Isalo NPs. 

 

Crab Plover    Dromadidae 
Crab-plover      Dromas ardeola  

A good number of these elegant waders were seen at Nosy Ve and Tulear harbour. 

 

Avocets & Stilts    Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus  

Seen at the Sacred Lake and the wetlands near Ifaty. 

 

Plovers   Charadriidae 
Grey Plover      Pluvialis squatarola 

Seen on Nosy Ve. 

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula  

Seen at the Ifaty wetlands and Nosy Ve. 

Madagascan Plover (E) (NT)   Charadrius thoracicus 

We saw one bird at the Sacred Lake in Mahajanga. 

Kittlitz's Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

Found at the Sacred Lake and the wetlands near Ifaty. 

Three-banded Plover      Charadrius tricollaris  

Also observed at the Sacred Lake and around Ifaty. 

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus  

Seen at the Betsiboka Delta and on Nosy Ve. 

Greater Sand Plover     Charadrius leschenaultii 

This large sand plover was found in the Betsiboka Delta, the Ifaty area and Tulear harbour. 

 

Painted Snipes    Rostratulidae 
Greater Painted Snipe    Rostratula benghalensis 

Seen at the Sacred Lake, the wetlands near Ifaty and in rice paddies near Anjozorobe. 

 

Jacanas    Jacanidae 
Madagascar Jacana (E)    Actophilornis albinucha 

Two showed nicely near Ankarafantsika NP and a singleton was seen at the Sacred Lake. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies    Scolopacidae  

Madagascar Snipe (E) (NT)    Gallinago macrodactyla 

We had good flight views of a bird in a tiny patch of wetland near Anjozorobe. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

This large shorebird was seen at the Betsiboka Delta, Tulear, Nosy Ve and near Ifaty. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

Seen at the Betsiboka Delta and the wetlands near Ifaty. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

Seen at the wetlands near Ifaty. 

Terek Sandpiper     Xenus cinereus 

This wader was seen on the Betisboka Delta. 
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Common Sandpiper     Tringa hypoleucos 

We found this at the Sacred Lake and the wetlands near Ifaty.  

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

Seen at Tulear. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

Seen on Nosy Ve. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

Seen at the Betsiboka Delta and near Ifaty. 

 

Pratincoles   Glareolidae 
Madagascar Pratincole    Glareola ocularis 

Three birds allowed close approach at a rocky river between Tana and Ankarafantsika NP. 

 

Gulls & Terns    Laridae 

Greater Crested Tern    Thalasseus bergii 

Seen at Nosy Ve. 

Lesser Crested Tern     Sterna bengalensis  

Seen at Nosy Ve. 

Saunder’s Tern     Sterna saundersi 

This diminutive tern was seen at the Betsiboka Delta and on Nosy Ve. 

Common Tern     Sterna hirundo 

A few were seen in flight near San Augstin. 

 

Sandgrouse    Pteroclididae 
Madagascar Sandgrouse (E)   Pterocles personatus 

One bird flew over us at Berenty. 

 

Pigeons & Doves    Columbidae 
Rock Dove (I)      Columba livia 

This introduced bird was widespread and fairly common in urban/settlement areas throughout the 

Island. 

Malagasy Turtle Dove (E)    Columba picturata  

Recorded almost daily throughout the tour. 

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

Common in the drier areas like Ankarafantsika NP, Berenty and Ifaty. 

Madagascan Green Pigeon (NE)   Treron australis  

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Ifaty and Analamazoatra SR. 

Madagascan Blue Pigeon (E)   Alectroenas madagascariensis 

Seen at Ranomafana and Mantadia NPs and Analamazoatra SR. 

 

Cuckoos, Couas & Coucals     Cuculidae 
Malagasy Coucal (NE)    Centropus toulou  

Seen or heard almost every day.  

Crested Coua (E)     Coua cristata  

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Berenty and Ifaty. 

Verreaux's Coua (E) (NT)    Coua verreauxi 

We found a pair nest-building near La Tabla. 



RBT Trip Report Madagascar Comprehensive II 2015 

 
 

 
 

16 

Blue Coua (E)     Coua caerulea 

Seen well at Analamazoatra SR, Ranomafana NP and Mantadia NP. 

Red-capped Coua (E)    Coua ruficeps 

Seen well at Ankarafantsika NP and the Green-capped (olivaceiceps) subspecies was seen at Ifaty. 

Red-fronted Coua (E)    Coua reynaudii 

We enjoyed excellent views at Mantadia NP. 

Coquerel's Coua (E)     Coua coquereli 

Seen well at Ankarafantsika NP and Zombitse NP. 

Running Coua (E)     Coua cursor 

This species was seen briefly between Berenty and Isalo NP and later on a nest at Ifaty. 

Giant Coua (E)     Coua gigas 

This impressive species gave us superlative views at Berenty and Zombitse NP. 

Madagascan Cuckoo (BE)    Cuculus rochii 

Heard often, we saw this species at Berenty and Anjozorobe, among other places. 

 

Barn Owls    Tytonidae 
Western Barn Owl     Tyto alba 

We saw roosting birds at Berenty. 

 

Typical Owls    Strigidae 
Torotoroka Scops Owl (E)    Otus madagascariensis 

This little owl enchanted us at Ankarafantsika NP and Berenty. 

Rainforest Scops Owl (NE)    Otus rutilus  

Seen at Analamazoatra SR. 
NOTE: These Scops Owls have recently been split, based on morphological and vocal differences and habitat preferences.  
White-browed Hawk-Owl (E)   Ninox superciliaris 

Seen at Berenty and heard in Isalo NP. 

Madagascan Owl     Asio madagascariensis 

We saw a single bird at Andasibe. 

Madagascan Owl     Asio capensis 

We flushed this species from the road while entering Isalo NP. 

 

Nightjars    Caprimulgidae 
Collared Nightjar (E)    Caprimulgus enarratus 

We had nice, close looks at birds in Analamazoatra SR and Mantadia NP. 

Madagascan Nightjar (NE)    Caprimulgus madagascariensis  

Seen or heard at scattered localities across the tour, with best views of an adult and two chicks at our 

hotel in Tana. 

 

Swifts    Apodidae 
Madagascan Spinetail (NE)    Zoonavena grandidieri 

This fluttery swift showed well at Mantadia NP and Anjozorobe. 

African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus gracilis 

We found this species in the vicinity of palms across the island. 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba  

This large swift was seen in Tana and between Tana and Ankarafantsika NP. 
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Malagasy Black Swift (NE)     Apus balstoni 

Seen at scattered sites throughout the tour, often while we were travelling. 
NOTE: These Malagasy birds are usually considered a species distinct from the African Black Swift (A. barbatus), however 
no dedicated research has been done.  

Little Swift (NE)     Apus affinis 

Seen in Tana. 

 

Cuckoo-Rollers   Leptosomidae 
Cuckoo Roller (NE)     Leptosomus discolor  

We saw or heard this great species at rainforest and broad-leafed forest sites around the country – the 

call of Madagascar!  
NOTE: Some authorities such as Sinclair I. and Langrande O. consider the Comoros form of this bird to be a separate 

species from that occurring in Madagascar. IOC does not recognize this spilt and treats it as a sub-species. 

 

Rollers    Coraciidae 
Broad-billed Roller      Eurystomus glaucurus 

Encountered multiple times, especially at Lac Alarobia, Ankarafantsika NP and Anjozorobe. 

 

Ground Rollers   Brachypteraciidae 
Short-legged Ground Roller (E) (V)  Brachypteracias leptosomus 

One bird showed well in Mantadia NP.  

Scaly Ground Roller (E) (V)   Geobiastes squamigera 

We had an incredible sighing of two of these often tough ground rollers in Mantadia NP. 

Pitta-like Ground Roller (E)   Atelornis pittoides 

This immaculate bird showed wonderfully in Mantadia NP and later in Ranomafan NP. 

Rufous-headed Ground Roller (E) (NT)  Atelornis crossleyi 

After only hearing this tough species in Mantadia NP we had great looks at two birds at Anjozorobe. 

Long-tailed Ground Roller (E) (V)   Uratelornis chimaera 

Seen across two days in Ifaty’s spiny forest. 

 

Kingfishers    Alcedinidae 
Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher (E)  Ispidina madagascariensis  

We had a good looks at a bird in Mantadia and Ranomafana NPs. 

Malagasy Kingfisher (NE)    Alcedo vintsioides  

Seen almost daily at wetlands, rivers and rice paddies during the first half of the tour. 

 

Bee-eaters     Meropidae 
Olive Bee-eater     Merops superciliosus 

Seen on most days of the tour.  

 

Hoopoes    Upupidae 
Madagascan Hoopoe (E)    Upupa marginata 

We had sightings in Ankarafantsika, Zombitse and Isalo NPs, and at Ifaty.  
NOTE: This form is usually considered distinct from the African Hoopoe, based on vocal and morphological differences.  
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Falcons    Falconidae 
Malagasy Kestrel (NE)    Falco newtoni 

A common roadside raptor across the country. 

Banded Kestrel (E)     Falco zoniventris 

We were treated to two sightings of this scarce raptor, in Ankarafantsika NP and at Ifaty. 

Eleonora’s Falcon     Falco eleonorae 

One was glimpsed while driving to Tana on our penultimate day. 

Sooty Falcon      Falco concolor 

One was seen briefly by some as we neared Ankarafantsika NP on Day 2. 

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

We found a perched bird along the San Augustin cliffs. 

 

Parrots    Psittacidae 
Grey-headed Lovebird (E)    Agapornis canus  

These spritely little parrots were seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Ifaty, Berenty and Isalo NP. 

Greater Vasa Parrot (NE)    Coracopsis vasa  

Distant birds were seen overhead at Mantadia and Andohahela NPs. 

Lesser Vasa Parrot (NE)    Coracopsis nigra  

Seen on most days of the tour in various wooded habitats. 

 

Broadbills   Eurylaimidae 
Velvet Asity (E)     Philepitta castanea 

We enjoyed excellent views at Anjozorobe and Ranomafana NP. 

Schlegel's Asity (E) (NT)    Philepitta schlegeli 

We had lovely looks at a pair attending to their nest at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Common Sunbird-Asity (E)    Neodrepanis coruscans 

We had an unusually high number of sightings – six birds in total – at Anjozorobe and Ranomafana 

NP. 

Yellow-bellied Sunbird-Asity (E) (En)  Neodrepanis hypoxanthus 

We observed a female bird at the nest in Ranomafana NP. 

 

Vangas     Vangidae 
Red-tailed Vanga (E)    Calicalicus madagascariensis 

Seen or, more often heard in the rainforests of Mantadia, Ranomafana and Anjozorobe. 

Red-shouldered Vanga (E) (V)   Calicalicus rufocarpalis 

We located a pair of these delightful vangas on our second attempt near La Tabla. 

Hook-billed Vanga (E)    Vanga curvirostris 

We found this vanga at Anjozorobe, Ifaty and Mantadia NP. 

Lafresnaye's Vanga (E)    Xenopirostris xenopirostris 

Seen at Ifaty and near La Tabla. 

Van Dam's Vanga (E) (En)    Xenopirostris damii 

We found one bird at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Pollen’s Vanga (E) (NT)    Xenopirostris polleni 

We saw four in Ranomafana NP. 

Sickle-billed Vanga (E)    Falculea palliata 

This crisp-looking species was seen at Ankarafantsika NP and Ifaty. 

White-headed Vanga (E)    Artamella viridis  
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Seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Mantadia NP, Ranomafana NP and Ifaty. 

Chabert Vanga (E)     Leptopterus chabert  

This widespread vanga was seen at, among other places, Ankarafantsika NP, Analamazoatra SR and 

Ifaty. 

Blue Vanga (NE)     Cyanolanius madagascarensis 

We saw this handsome bird at Ankarafantsika, Ranomafana and Zombitse NPs.  
NOTE: Sinclair I. and Langrande O., consider the Comoros race of this species to be distinct, resulting in the Madagascar 
Blue Vanga being another Madagascar endemic. This stance is not widely accepted. 

Rufous Vanga (E)     Schetba rufa  

This vanga wasn’t shy and gave us great looks in Ankarafantsika, Zombitse and Ranomafana NPs. 

Tylas Vanga (E)     Tylas eduardi 

Seen at Mantadia and Ranomafana NPs. 
NOTE: Recent DNA evidence suggests that this “vanga” is more closely related to the cuckoo-shrikes. 
Nuthatch Vanga (E)     Hypositta corallirostris 

We saw a pair outside Analamazoatra SR. 

Dark Newtonia (E)     Newtonia amphichroa 

We found this species in Mantadia and Ranomafana NPs. 

Common Newtonia (E)    Newtonia brunneicauda 

A widespread species that was recorded in most woodland habitats. 

Archbold's Newtonia (E)    Newtonia archboldi 

We had good looks at a pair in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 

Red-tailed Newtonia (E)    Newtonia fanovanae 

Seen in Andohahela NP. 

Ward's Flycatcher (E)    Pseudobias wardi 

This species showed well outside Analamzoatra SR. 

Crossley's Vanga (E)     Mystacornis crossleyi 

We had exquisite views of this demure forest beauty at Anjozorobe. 

 

Cuckooshrikes    Campephagedae 
Madagascar Cuckooshrike (NE)   Coracina cinerea  

We encountered this species at Ankarafantsika NP, Mantadia NP, Andohahela NP and Ifaty. 

  

Drongos    Dicruridae 
Crested Drongo (NE)    Dicrurus forficatus  

This adaptable species was seen almost every single day. 

 

Monarchs    Monarchidae 
Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher (NE)  Terpsiphone mutata 

Another common species, we recorded various colour morphs at most woodland and forested sites. 

 

Crows & Jays    Corvidae 
Pied Crow       Corvus albus 

Common over dry woodland and grassland habitats, often seen on road journeys. 

 

Larks     Alaudidae 
Madagascan Lark (E)    Mirafra hova 

This species was common in dry open or grassy habitat like at Berenty and Ifaty. 
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Bulbuls    Pycnonotidae 
Malagasy Bulbul (NE)    Hypsipetes madagascariensis 

Recorded almost every day of the tour. 

 

Swallows & Martins     Hirundinidae 
Mascarene Martin (BE)    Phedina borbonica  

The most common hirundine, seen over rice paddies and open habitats throughout the tour. 

Brown-throated Martin    Riparia paludicola 

Seen a few times over rice paddies in the highlands. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica 

We found a few early arrivals over the wetlands near Ifaty. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies   Acrocephalidae 
Malagasy Brush Warbler (NE)   Nesillas typical 

We found this drab species at a number of localities including Lac Alarobia and Ranomafana and 

Mantadia NPs. 

Subdesert Brush Warbler (E)   Nesillas lantzii 

Seen around Ifaty and the La Tabla area. 
NOTE: Formerly considered conspecific with Madagascar Brush Warbler but vocally distinct and sympatric with that 
species near Fort Dauphin. 

Madagascan Swamp Warbler (E)   Acrocephalus newtoni 

Seen at Lac Alarobia, Mantadia NP, wetlands near Ifaty and Ranomafana NP.  

 

Grassbirds & Allies   Locustellidae 
Brown Emutail (E)     Bradypterus (Dromaeocercus) brunneus 

Some of us managed views of two birds at Ranomafana NP. 

Grey Emutail (E)     Amphilias (Dromaeocercus) seebohmi 

Seen well in a wetland in Ranomafana NP.  

 

Malagasy Warblers    Bernieridae 
White-throated Oxylabes (E)   Oxylabes madagascariensis 

This species showed at Mantadia NP and Anjozorobe. 

Long-billed Bernieria (E)    Bernieria madagascariensis  

Seen in Ankarafantsika, Zombitse, Mantadia and Ranomafana NPs. 

Cryptic Warbler (E)     Cryptosylvicola randrianasoloi 

We found one in Ranomafana NP. 

Wedge-tailed Jery (E) (NT)    Hartertula flavoviridis 

Seen in Ranomafana NP and at Anjozorobe. 

Thamnornis (E)     Thamnornis chloropetoides 

A bird showed well in the spiny forest near Ifaty. 

Spectacled Tetraka (E)    Xanthomixis zosterops  

We found this rainforest species at Anjozorobe and Mantadia and Ranomafana NPs. 

Appert's Tetraka (E) (V)    Xanthomixis apperti 

This highly range-restricted tetraka was seen up close in Zombitse NP. 

Grey-crowned Tetraka (E)    Xanthomixis cinereiceps 

This elusive species was finally located in Ranomafana NP. 
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Madagascan Yellowbrow (E) (NT)   Crossleyia xanthophrys 

Most had brief but good views of this super skulker at Anjozorobe.  
NOTE: Apart from its ground-loving habits, this species has little in common with the White-throated Oxylabes and is better 
retained in its own genus, with its own English name. 

Rand's Warbler (E)     Randia pseudozosterops 

We scoped a bird at Mantadia NP. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies   Cisticolidae 
Common Jery (E)     Neomixis tenella 

Widespread and common throughout the tour at most sites. 

Green Jery (E)     Neomixis viridis 

We saw this species at Mantadia and Ranomafana NPs and Anjozorobe. 

Stripe-throated Jery (E)    Neomixis striatigula  

This jery was seen at Lac Alarobia, Mantadia NP, Anjozorobe and Ifaty. 

Madagascan Cisticola (NE)    Cisticola cherinus 

A common species in open grassland and scrubby habitats throughout the tour. 

 

White-eyes    Zosteropidae 
Malagasy White-eye (NE)    Zosterops maderaspatanus 

A widespread species encountered almost daily. 

 

Starlings    Sturnidae 
Common Myna (I)     Acridotheres tristis tristis 

This introduced species was common and widespread in disturbed, open habitats throughout the Island. 

Madagascan Starling (E)    Hartlaubius aurata 

Birds were seen at Mantadia NP. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers   Muscicapidae 
Madagascan Magpie-Robin (E)   Copsychus albospecularis 

Seen almost daily in various habitats. 

Littoral Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola imerina 

We had good views of a male at Anakao. 

Forest Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola sharpei 

We saw the nominate form at Mantadia NP and Anjozorobe and the bensoni subspecies at Isalo NP. 

Madagascan Stonechat (E)    Saxicola sibilla 

Seen in Tana and at scattered grassland and wetland-edge habitats throughout the tour. 

 

Sunbirds    Nectariniidae 
Souimanga Sunbird (NE)    Cinnyris sovimanga  

A common species recorded almost daily. 

Malagasy Green Sunbird (NE)    Cinnyris notatus 

This attractive sunbird was seen at Tana, Ankarafantsika NP, Mantadia NP, Anjozorobe and 

Ranomafana NP. 

 

Weavers    Ploceidae 
Nelicourvi Weaver (E)    Ploceus nelicourvi 

Encountered in the rainforests of Mantadia, Andohahela and Ranomafana NPs and Anjozorobe. 
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Sakalava Weaver (E)    Ploceus sakalava  

This species was common around Berenty and Ifaty. 

Red Fody (E)      Foudia madagascariensis 

Recorded often throughout the tour in various habitats. 

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies   Estrildidae 
Madagascar Mannikin (E)    Lemuresthes (Lonchura) nana 

This tiny bird was seen at the Sacred Lake, near Ankarafantsika NP, in Tana and around Ifaty and 

Tulear. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits    Motacillidae 
Madagascar Wagtail (E)    Motacilla flaviventris 

This attractive wagtail was seen in Tana, Andasibe, Ranomafana NP and Anjozorobe. 

 
Annotated list of Mammals (Total species seen: 35) 

  

Garbutt, N. (2007) Mammals of Madagascar, A Complete Guide.  

IUCN 2015. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2015-4. <http://www.iucnredlist.org>. 

Downloaded on 19 November 2015. 

 

Tenrecs   Tenrecidae 
Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec    Echinops telfairi 

We were delighted by this little creature that our scouts in Ifaty’s spiny forest found for us . 

Lowland Streaked Tenrec    Hemicentetes semispinosus 

We discovered an adult and young in Mantadia NP. 

Tailless Tenrec     Tenrec ecaudatus 

A single animal was glimpsed by some on the forest trail in Anjozorobe. 

 

Civets and Genets   Viveridae 
Small Indian Civet    Viverricula indica 

One participant was lucky to see one of these as we entered Berenty after dark. 

 

Old World Fruit Bats   Pteropodidae  
Madagascar Flying Fox    Pteropus rufus 

We observed these huge bats at their day roost in the gallery forest at Berenty. 

 

Mouse and Dwarf Lemurs    Cheirogaleidae  

Furry-eared Dwarf Lemur    Cheirogaleus crossleyi 

We had excellent views of this species at our lodge near Andasibe. 

Geoffroy’s/Greater Dwarf Lemur   Cheirogaleus major 

Seen briefly during a night walk at Ranomafana. 

Western Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur   Cheirogaleus medius 

We had excellent views on a night walk near Ankarafantsika NP. 

Grey-Brown Mouse Lemur    Microcebus griseorufus 

Seen at Ifaty.  

Goodman’s Mouse Lemur    Microcebus lehilahytsara 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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One was seen near Andasibe.  

Grey Mouse Lemur     Microcebus murinus 

We encountered these lemurs on night walks near Ankarafantsika NP. 

Golden-Brown Mouse Lemur   Microcebus ravelobensis 

We had good looks at this range-restricted species on night walks near Ankarafantsika NP.  

Rufous/Brown Mouse Lemur   Microcebus rufus 

We saw this tiny lemur at Anjozorobe and Ranomafana. 

 

Sportive Lemurs    Lepilemuridae 

Milne-Edwards's Sportive Lemur   Lepilemur edwardsi 

These lemurs were seen and heard around our camp at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur    Lepilemur hubbardi 

We saw a day-roosting individual in Zombitse NP. 

White-footed Sportive Lemur   Lepilemur leucopus 

We had good views on night walks at Berenty as well as a couple seen during the day. 

Petter’s Sportive Lemur    Lepilemur petteri 

We saw one animal at Ifaty. 

 

Lemurs    Lemuridae 

Collared Brown Lemur    Eulemur collaris 

We found four of these good-looking lemurs in Andohahela NP. 

(Common) Brown Lemur    Eulemur fulvus 

Seen at Ankarafantsika and Mantadia NPs and Analamazoatra SR. 

Red-bellied Lemur     Eulemur rubiventer 

We glimpsed one in Mantadia NP but had much improved looks in Ranomafana NP. 

Red-fronted Brown Lemur    Eulemur rufifrons 

We saw this species at Ranomafana NP, as well as at Berenty, where it has been introduced.  

Golden Bamboo Lemur    Hapalemur aureus 

We eventually all had good looks at three of these range-restricted lemurs in Ranomafana NP. 

Eastern Lesser/Grey Bamboo Lemur  Hapalemur griseus 

We saw four animals wonderfully well at Analamazoatra SR. 

Ring-tailed Lemur     Lemur catta 

We saw many of the island’s iconic mammal at Berenty. 

Greater Bamboo Lemur    Prolemur simus 

We had a really incredible sighting of two animals feasting on bamboo shoots in Ranomafana NP. 

Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur   Varecia variegata 

We heard this lovely lemur in Mantadia NP but only saw it in Ranomafana NP where it soon had to 

relinquish the spotlight to a male Common Sunbird-Asity. 
  

Avahis, Sifakas and Indri    Indriidae  

Indri       Indri indri 

Seen in Mantadia NP and Analamzoatra SR and heard around Anjozorobe. 

Coquerel's Sifaka     Propithecus coquereli 

The first sifaka species of the tour was seen at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Diademed Sifaka     Propithecus diadema 

We saw this beautiful primate on three occasions at Mantadia NP and Anjozorobe. 

Milne-Edward’s Sifaka    Propithecus edwardsi 
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These black and white sifakas were seen at Ranomafana NP. 

Verreaux's Sifaka     Propithecus verreauxi 

These inquisitive lemurs “danced” for us at Berenty. 

 

True Mice and Rats, Gerbils, Spiny Mice, Crested Rat    Muridae 

House/Black Rat     Rattus rattus 

One was seen near Berenty. 

 

Climbing Mice, White-tailed Rat, Malagasy Rats and Mice    Nesomyidae 
Western Tuft-tailed Rat    Eliurus myoxinus 

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP and Berenty. 

Tuft-tailed Rat sp.     Eliurus sp. 

A single animal was seen at Anjozorobe, probably E. tanala or E. minor. 

Eastern Red Forest Rat    Nesomys rufus 

We saw this large rat in Ranomafana NP. 

 
 

Annotated list of Reptiles (Total species seen: 49) 
 

Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition 

(2007).  

Crocodiles    Crocodylidae 
Nile Crocodile     Crocodylus niloticus 

We had brief looks at a single croc in Lac Ravelobe. 

 

Chameleons    Chamaeleonidae 
Elongate Leaf Chameleon    Brookesia nasus 

We came upon this small chameleon on our Ranomafana night walks. 

Brown Leaf Chameleon    Brookesia superciliaris 

This species was seen on night walks at V.O.I.M.M.A. reserve and Ranomafana. 

Short-horned Chameleon    Calumma brevicornis 

Seen on night walks near Andasibe. 

Blue-legged Chameleon    Calumma crypticum 

This medium-sized chameleon was seen at Anjozorobe and Ranomafana. 

Perinet/Band-bellied Chameleon   Calumma gastrotaenia 

We found a few of these tiny chameleons on night walks at Anjozorobe and Ranomafana. 

Deceptive Chameleon    Calumma fallax 

Some saw this chameleon as we were leaving the Ranomafana area. 

Nose-horned Chameleon    Calumma nasutum 

Another small chameleon, seen at Ranomafana and near Andasibe. 

O’Shaughnessy’s Chameleon   Calumma oshaughnessyi 

We saw this species on night walks and during the day in the Ranomafana area.  

Parson’s Chameleon     Calumma parsonii 

This colourful giant was seen near Andasibe. 

Tusked/Belted Chameleon    Furcifer balteatus 

This strikingly marked chameleon gave good views at Ranomafana. 
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Carpet/White-striped Chameleon   Furcifer lateralis 

We saw a few of these at Anjozorobe. 

Oustalet’s Chameleon     Furcifer oustaleti 

The most widely encountered chameleon, we saw this heavyweight at Ankarafantsika, Isalo and 

Zombitse NPs. 

Spiny-backed/Warty Chameleon   Furcifer verrucosus 

We saw this species on a night walk in Berenty and a very dark individual alongside the road between 

Zombitse and Tulear. 

Canopy/Will’s Chameleon    Furcifer willsii 

We saw one of these scarce chameleons on a night walk near Andasibe. 

 

Geckos    Gekkonidae 
Sakalava Velvet Gecko    Blaesodactylus sakalava 

Seen in the spiny forest at Berenty. 

Grandidier’s Gecko     Geckolepis typica 

Commonly known as a fish-scaled gecko, we found one after dark at Berenty. 

(Moreau’s Tropical) House Gecko   Hemidactylus mabouia 

Seen at Ranomafana. 

Mercator Tropical House Gecko   Hemidactylus mercatorius 

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP and Ranomafana. 

Grandidier’s Dwarf Gecko    Lygodactylus tolyampae 

This tiny gecko was seen in Zombitse NP. 

Southern Bark/Dwarf Gecko   Lygodactylus tuberosus 

We saw this gecko at Berenty. 

Mocquard’s Madagascar Ground Gecko  Paroedura bastardi 

Seen at Berenty. 

Striped/Lineated Day Gecko   Phelsuma lineata 

These beautiful geckos were found at Ranomafana, Andasibe and Anjozorobe. 

Madagascar Day Gecko    Phelsuma madagascariensis 

We encountered this large day gecko at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Modest Day Gecko     Phelsuma modesta 

This day gecko was seen at Ifaty and Berenty. 

Lesser Day Gecko     Phelsuma pusilla 

This diminutive version of the Striped Day Gecko was seen at our lodge near Andasibe. 

Peacock/Four-spotted Day Gecko   Phelsuma quadriocellata 

We saw this stunning lizard at Ranomafana NP. 

Standing’s Day Gecko    Phelsuma standingi 

These huge day geckos were seen at Ifaty and Zombitse NP.  

Satanic/Fantastic Leaf-tailed Gecko  Uroplatus phantasticus 

We saw the smallest, and arguably the most characterful, Uroplatus at Anjozorobe. 

Southern (Mossy) Leaf-tailed Gecko  Uroplatus sikorae 

We had multiple great sightings of this gecko at V.O.I.M.M.A. and Anjozorobe. 

 

Plated Lizards    Gerrhosauridae 
Madagascar Keeled (Lesser Plated) Lizard Tracheloptychus madagascariensis 

We saw this attractive lizard at Ifaty. 

Western Girdled (Wide-tailed Plated) Lizard Zonosaurus laticaudatus 
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This large lizard was seen in Ankarafantsika NP. 

Madagascar Girdled Lizard    Zonosaurus madagascarensis 

We saw this species at Ranomafana and Mantadia NPs. 

Ornate Girdled Lizard    Zonosaurus ornatus 

We found this species at Ifaty, Mantadia NP and Ranomafana NP. 
 

Skinks    Scincidae 
Gray Skink      Amphiglossus ornaticeps 

This slinky skink was found at Berenty. 

Gravenhorst’s Skink     Trachylepis gravenhorstii 

We found this species at Ifaty, Mantadia NP and Ranomafana NP. 

Boulder Skink     Trachylepis vato 

Seen briefly near Andohahela NP. 

 

Iguanas    Iguanidae 
Madagascar Iguana/Three-eyed Lizard  Chalarodon madagascariensis 

This species was common around Ifaty and Tulear, also seen at Berenty. 

Cuvier’s Madagascar Swift/Iguanid  Oplurus cuvieri 

These lizards were conspicuous at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Dumeril’s Madagascar Swift/Four-striped Iguanid Oplurus quadrimaculatus 

We found this iguanid at Isalo and Andohahela NPs. 
 

Boas    Boidae 
Madagascar Tree Boa    Sanzinia madagascarensis 

We saw one of these beautiful creatures in the garden of our hotel near Andasibe. 
  

Typical Snakes    Lamprophiidae 
Gluttonous Forest Snake    Compsophis laphysticus 

We saw this snake on our first night walk at Ranomafana. 

unlisted      Icythycyphus oursi 

This slender snake peeped down at us from a hole in tree in Zombitse NP. 

Giant Hog-nosed Snake    Leioheterodon madagascariensis 

We saw two beautiful specimens at Ankarafantsika and Zombitse NPs. 

Gold-collared Snake     Liophidium rhodogaster 

This beautiful pink-bellied snake was seen in Ranomafana NP. 

White-lipped Smooth Snake   Liophidium torquatum 

We encountered one of these in Andohahela NP. 

Malagasy Cat-eyed Snake    Madagascarophis colubrinus 

We saw this snake at Anjozorobe and Ranomafana NP. 

Mahafaly Sand Snake    Mimophis mahfalensis 

This species was seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Anjozorobe, Ifaty and Berenty. 

Lateral Water Snake    Thamnosophis lateralis 

We found this snake in a rice paddy at Anjozorobe. 
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Annotated list of Amphibians (Total species seen: 28) 
 

Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition 

(2007).  

Sedge or Reed Frogs   Hyperoliidae 
White-bellied Reed Frog    Heterixalus alboguttatus 

This attractive frog hung out at night on the walls of our Ranomafana hotel. 

Betsileo Reed Frog     Heterixalus betsileo 

Some of us saw this small frog with yellow racing stripes after dark at Anjozorobe. 

 

Madagascar Frogs   Mantellidae 
Madagascar Jumping Frog    Aglyptodactylus madagascariensis 

We came across this cream-coloured frog with a chocolate blaze across the eye during our walks in 

Anjozorobe forest, including a breeding male with a yellow belly. 

Vohiparara Jumping Frog    Aglyptodactylus vohiparara 

We found a number of these frogs in the Vohiparara Ridge area of Ranomafana NP. 

Moramanga Madagascar Frog   Blommersia blommersae 

Seen at Anjozorobe. 

White-lipped Bright-eyed Frog   Boophis albilabris 

This large tree frog was seen on our Anjozorobe night walk. 

Boehm’s Bright-eyed Frog    Boophis boehmi 

We saw this frog on a Ranomafana night walk. 

Morondava Bright-eyed Frog   Boophis doulioti 

Seen in our rooms at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Goudot’s Bright-eyed Frog    Boophis goudotii 

We found this large frog during an afternoon walk at Anjozorobe. 

Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog   Boophis madagascariensis 

We found this large brownish tree frog at Ranomafana NP and Anjozorobe. 

Andasibe/Fiery Bright-eyed Frog   Boophis pyrrhus 

We saw this rufous-hued frog at Anjozorobe. 

Green Bright-eyed Frog    Boophis viridis 

We saw this small, pale green frog on a night walk near Andasibe. 

Horned Madagascar Frog    Gephyromantis cornutus 

We found a few of these beige frogs low off the ground on our night walk at Anjozorobe. 

Ambatolahy Madagascar Frog   Gephyromantis enki 

We saw some of these in the vicinity of the Ivohimanita Madagascar Frogs in Ranomafana NP. 

Sculpted Madagascar Frog    Gephyromantis sculpturatus 

We discovered these wonderfully camouflaged frogs on leaf-littered trails in Ranomafana NP. 

Tschenk’s Madagascar Frog   Gephyromantis tschenki 

We found a few of these on night walks in the Ranomafana area. 

Baron’s/Harlequin Mantella   Mantella baroni 

We saw two of these exquisite frogs in Ranomafana NP. 

Andrangoloaka Madagascar Frog   Mantidactylus aerumnalis 

Seen on a night walk at Ranomafana. 

Betsileo Madagascar Frog    Mantidactylus betsileanus 

These nondescript, vocal little frogs with white-tipped snouts were seen at Ranomafana and 

Anjozorobe. 



RBT Trip Report Madagascar Comprehensive II 2015 

 
 

 
 

28 

Dumeril’s Madagascar Frog   Mantidactylus sp. aff. lugubris “Tolagnaro” 

We found about 20 of these frogs clinging to rocks in a stream in Andohahela NP. 

Ivohimanita Madagascar Frog   Mantidactylus majori 

We saw these medium-sized frogs along a stream during a day walk in Ranomafana NP. 

Fort Dauphin Madagascar Frog   Mantidactylus melanopleura 

We saw this striking beige and chocolate coloured frog in Mantadia NP. 

Ivohimanita Madagascar Frog   Mantidactylus majori 

Seen on a night walk at Ranomafana. 

Tsarafidy Madagascar Frog    Mantidactylus (Guibemantis) pulcher 

Colloquially known as Pandanus Frogs and pandanuses is exactly where we found them at 

Analamazoatra SR. 

Analamazoatra Madagascar Frog   Spinomantis aglavei 

This fascinating-looking from, with its spiny legs and cryptic green colouration was found on a 

Ranomafana night walk. 

 

Narrow-mouthed Frogs   Microhylidae 
Mocquard’s Rain Frog    Scaphiophryne aff. calcarata B 

This small, bulbous frog was found on a night walk at Berenty. 

Marbled Rain/Green Burrowing Frog  Scaphiophryne marmorata 

This small, bulbous frog was found on a night walk at Berenty. 

 

True Frogs   Ranidae 
Mascarene Grass Frog    Ptychadaena mascareniensis 

We found a few of these in dry rice paddies as we were walking out of Andohahela NP. 

 

 

Interesting Invertebrates 
* Many thanks to Nigel Voaden for providing this list of some of the extraordinary invertebrates seen on tour. 
 

Flatid Leaf Bug     Phromnia rosea 

(Shield Bug)      Coquerelia ventralis 

Giraffe Weevil     Trachelophorus giraffa 

Pygmy Giraffe Weevil    Trachelophorus pygmaeus 

Short-necked Giraffe Weevil   Trachelophorus sp. 

Madagascan Giant Emerald Pill Millipede Sphaerotheriida sp. 

(Stick Insect)      Parectatosoma echinus 
 

Assorted Lepidoptera 
 

Madagascar Giant Swallowtail   Pharmacophagus antenor 

       Papilio delalandei 

       Papilio oribazus 

       Graphium evombar evombar 

Small Salmon Arab     Colotis amata crowleyi 

       Aterica rabena 

African Monarch     Danaus chrysippus orientis 

       Heteropsis antsianakana 
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       Heteropsis strato 

       Junonia goudotii 

Dark Blue Pansy     Junonia oenone epiclelia 

Common Evening Brown    Melanitis leda 

Spotted Sailer     Neptis saclava saclava 

       Strabena ibitina 

Painted Lady      Vanessa cardui 

       Leptomyrina phidias 

       Saribia perroti perroti 

       Antherina suraka 

(Comet Moth)     Argema mittrei 

       Ascotis cf terebraria 

       Caloschemia pulchra 

Ghesquierellana hirtusalis 

Grammodes cf congenita 

Pericyma vinsonii 

 

Assorted Odonata 
 

       Neodythemis hilderbrandti 

       Orthetrum azureum 

       Orthetrum stemmale 

       Palpopleura vestita 

Phantom Flutterer     Rhyothemis semihyalina 

Twister      Tholymis tillarga 

Urothemis edwardsii 

Phaon rasoherinae 

       Platycnemis senegalensis 
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