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Tour Summary 
Highlights were many and varied, including some of the world’s most sought-after and must-

see species: all 3 mesites, all 5 stunning ground rollers, the four asities, all extant coua species, 18 

species of remarkable vangas and all ten of the Malagasy warblers. An amazing host of fabulous 

mammals (26 species, of which 23 were lemurs) and “herps” (44 species) were also enjoyed during 

this amazing tour. 

 

Our tour kicked off in the country’s busy capital, Antananarivo. In the gardens of our lodge Red 

Fody, Madagascan Stonechat, Souimanga Sunbird, Madagascan Mannikin, Malagasy Bulbul, Malagasy 

White-eye, Madagascan Wagtail and the long-staying Madagascar Nightjar were seen during the 

course of the morning. Several of these species would end up being seen on most days during the 

course of the trip. 

Later in the afternoon, Tsarasaotra Park (Lake Alarobia) was our first birding stop, having 

traversed the outskirts of Tana with its rice paddies and busy streets, to reach our destination. The two 

freshwater ‘lakes’ here support several water bird species in impressive numbers. Visiting in the late 

afternoon generally tends to be the most rewarding as herons, egrets and ducks return from their earlier 

foraging forays. White-faced Whistling Ducks and Red-billed Teals were present in impressively large 

numbers, whilst we found a handful of the smaller Hottentot Teals on the second lake. In terms of the 

anatids the highlight was certainly finding and observing several of the endangered Meller’s Ducks on 

the second lake. These large ducks now seem to be resident on the lake and have become increasingly 

difficult to find in other parts of Madagascar making this a great sighting! The delightful little 

Malagasy Kingfisher perched on branches low over the water searching for unsuspecting small fish as 

it plunged into the water below. Western Cattle and Dimorphic Egrets outnumbered the larger Great 

Egrets and the normally scarce Black Heron which was present in good numbers. Black-crowned Night 

Herons, adults and several immatures, were seen well and perched mostly out in the open. Common 

Moorhen, Squacco and Grey Heron were some of the other species found in the reed beds and 

emergent vegetation lining the lake edge. Overhead Malagasy Kestrel, Little and Malagasy Black Swift 

and Mascarene Martin were some of the highlights during the afternoon. In the reed beds at the second 

pond we had brief views of a rather secretive White-throated Rail and managed extended looks at a pair 

of Madagascan Swamp Warblers. The nearby stand of bamboo produced the noisy but skulking 

Malagasy Brush Warbler and, after much searching in the reeds, we finally found a wonderful 

displaying male Malagasy Pond Heron! Eventually, at least two males were seen well by everyone. 

Along the path, we also had good views of another common bird in these parts the Malagasy Turtle 

Dove. Having had a fabulous introduction to some of the Madagascan birds we made our way back 

through the busy back roads of Tana to our lodge.  

 

 Our ever-changing flight schedule and subsequent impacts on the tour itinerary meant we were 

headed for the lovely Berenty Lemur Reserve with the help of a charter plane on the second morning of 

our tour. The silver lining to the situation was certainly the fact that this change meant an extra night in 

Berenty and with that, extra time to enjoy the world famous lemurs and birds that occur there. We 

arrived late morning in rather stifling heat and checked in to our rooms for the next three nights. In and 

around the lodge was a noisy nesting colony of Sakalava Weavers, with Pied Crows constantly flying 

overhead in association with several Yellow-billed Kites and the raucous call of Broad-billed Rollers 

from the taller trees nearby. In stark contrast to the constant noise was a pair of Madagascan Hoopoes 

quietly feeding in the shade of trees lining the road into the lodge. At lunch, we briefly saw a male 

Frances’s Sparrowhawk as it perched not far from our lunch spot before flying off almost as quickly as 

it had appeared.  
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 Due to the intense heat we only dared venture on a walk into the gallery forest much later in the 

afternoon where we would encounter several fantastic creatures throughout the duration of our stroll 

through the area. Helmeted Guineafowl scurried busily across one of the open fields as we headed on, 

into the forest. A Thick-tail Day Gecko briefly took our attention away from the search for birds in the 

area but not long after that we found our first Giant Coua striding through the gallery forest. The largest 

of the extant couas it is a wonderful sight to behold. Malagasy Coucal, Crested Coua, Lesser Vasa 

Parrot, Namaqua Dove, Crested Drongo, Madagascar Magpie-Robin and Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher 

were all seen well in this lovely habitat. Our local guide spoilt the group by finding a Western Barn 

Owl and two White-browed Hawk-Owls on their day roost and finally a Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk on 

their nest, all in a short space of time as we wandered the paths through the forest. 

 

 
Male Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher white morph at Ankarafantsika NP 

 

 Berenty is world-renowned for the diurnal lemur species that occur here. The ‘Brown’ Lemurs 

here, of which we saw many, are a hybrid between Common and Red-fronted Brown Lemurs and much 

like the more well-known Ring-tailed Lemurs, spend a lot of time walking around on the ground in 

search of food. Their pig-like grunting call was rather amusing to hear and we were thoroughly 

entertained at close range by these confiding characters. Similarly the more famous Ring-tailed Lemurs 

were also in attendance and even came to visit during our meals at the lodge restaurant! The presence 

of these lemurs in the area really does provide a special aura to the place. Even the groups of 

Verreaux’s Sifakas showed off as they danced between stands of spiny forest habitat and some even 

came to watch as we carried our luggage into our rooms. All of this felt rather surreal! It is definitely a 
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big part of what makes Madagascar so special and something one can only explain having experienced 

it first-hand.  

 This evening we undertook a most enjoyable pre-dinner night walk in a small patch of remnant 

spiny forest, which produced several Warty Chameleons and the nocturnal White-footed Sportive 

Lemur and the much smaller Grey-brown Mouse Lemur. Our night walk was completed by a great 

sighting of a calling Madagascan Nightjar. It ended what had been another hugely successful day!  

 

 
White-footed Sportive Lemur at Berenty  

 

 
Verreaux’s Sifaka and youngster at Berenty 
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 Our second full day in the Berenty area began early with a pre-breakfast search for the elusive 

Madagascan Sandgrouse. Although we had good views of Madagascan Lark, Madagascan Cisticola 

and Madagascan Green Pigeon we had no luck in locating the sandgrouse even with further efforts later 

in the morning. We did however have improved views of the Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk on the nest 

and managed to find Common Greenshank in the river nearby. The mammalian highlight away from 

more fantastic views of all three diurnal lemur species was that of the Madagascan Flying Fox colony. 

These large bats appeared like large hanging fruit in their roosting tree with some flying off when a 

Yellow-billed Kite flew close by. Madagascan Iguanas and Three-lined Plated Lizards were the 

reptilian highlights of the morning. We also visited the breeding enclosures for Spider and Radiated 

Tortoises. Both species are critically endangered with the breeding programs hopefully resulting in 

some re-introduction into the wild in future.  

 

 
Torotoroka Scops Owl at Berenty 

 

 In the late afternoon after another stiflingly hot middle part of the day we visited a small patch 

of spiny forest a few kilometres from the main lodge at Berenty. Our guide found both White-footed 

Sportive Lemur and the tiny Grey-brown Mouse Lemurs on the day roost as well as further views of 

roosting Madagascan Nightjar and our first good looks at Common Jery and Common Newtonia. This 

patch of spiny forest holds the secretive Running Coua and our brief views of this species emphasised 

the name as the individual bolted off at high speed running off into the dense scrub. We had better luck 

with the two Torotoroka Scops Owls on the day roost as they sat quietly dead still. The ‘Octopus’ trees 

were in flower and attracted groups of Grey-headed Lovebirds which noisily fed on this abundance of 

food and provided great views to everyone in the group.  
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Grey-headed Lovebirds in the spiny forest at Berenty 

 

 Our night walk was into the gallery forest on this evening. Although we did not find any lemurs 

it was particularly productive for reptiles with several gecko species found. Amongst them were two of 

the big-headed gecko species (Panther Gecko and Mocquard’s Madagascar Ground Gecko) and 

Blaesodactylus sakalava. 

 

 After a relaxed morning of birding, where we flushed two Madagascan Buttonquails but failed 

to locate any sandgrouse, we boarded our charter plane to Tulear making a short re-fuelling stop at Fort 

Dauphin on the way. Our next stop was the coastal town of Ifaty in the south western corner of 

Madagascar. Arriving at Tulear airport we said our goodbyes to our fantastic pilot and were greeted by 

our drivers and their 4x4 vehicles, to make the journey along the coast to Ifaty. Nearing Ifaty we made 

a stop at some small wetlands. Little Grebes were common on the water with Black-winged Stilt, 

Common Ringed, Kittlitz’s and Three-banded Plovers scuttled along the water’s edge and Olive Bee-

eaters hawking insects in the surrounding short grasslands. Common, Wood and Curlew Sandpipers 

were a prominent sight on mudflats on the shoreline of the wetlands. The highlight was superlative 

views of as many as four Greater Painted-snipes! These birds are certainly very good looking and 

colorful for a snipe. Reaching our lodge in the late afternoon, we settled in and had a relaxed evening. 

At dinner we were given a show by the resident Grey Mouse Lemurs as they emerged one by one from 

their sleeping place and fed on some fruits provided by the lodge staff. Watching these tiny creatures a 

mere two, or so, is an incredible experience!  

 

The spiny forest around Ifaty, where a variety of exciting and exceptionally localized birds are 

on offer, was our birding site for the next morning. This unique habitat of giant Baobabs - most of them 

being hundreds of years old - along with many species of Didierea, Pachypodium and Euphorbia 

support the only populations of two of the world’s most specialized and desirable birds: Long-tailed 

Ground Roller and Subdesert Mesite. During our morning here, we were treated to incredibly satisfying 

views of both of these much desired species. Other sought-after local specialties included Archbold’s 

Newtonia, the strange Thamnornis, Subdesert Brush Warbler, Running Coua, and Madagascar Harrier-

Hawk at the nest and the rare Madagascar Sparrowhawk on and around their nest. Other more 

widespread species found here in the morning included the green-capped subspecies of Red-capped 

Coua, Hook-billed, Sickle-billed and Chabert Vangas, Madagascan Cuckooshrike and Stripe-throated 
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Jery. A stop nearby at some salt flats produced several Ruddy Turnstones and four of the localized 

Madagascan Plover! Returning to our lodge we were treated to superb views of the beautiful Standing’s 

Day Gecko around the restaurant area. 

 

 
Long-tailed Ground Roller at Ifaty 

 

 
Female Subdesert Mesite at Ifaty 

 

 A late afternoon visit to the spiny forest was to search for any species that we had missed in the 

morning. Adding to previous sightings, we had great views of three Madagascan Nightjars huddled 

together in a furry ball on the ground at their day roost. Not far from this wonderful sighting we found 
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a Lafresnaye’s Vanga, restricted entirely to the south-west of Madagascar, on the nest. Our guides 

pointed out a Petter’s Sportive Lemur on its day roost, another species restricted to these parts, and not 

much later had found a Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec which wowed everyone who was there. This rather 

bizarre animal was a real treat to see. Great views of a female Madagascan Buttonquail and an 

unbeatable view of the easily missed Banded Kestrel at its nest site added to what had already been a 

simply amazing day. Added to all of these incredible sightings were several reptiles including a Four-

striped Snake, Mahafaly Sand Snake, Madagascar Iguanids and several Cuvier’s Madagascar Swifts 

throughout the day, as well as the common Warty Chameleons. An all-round unbelievable day indeed!  

 

 
Warty Chameleon at Ifaty 

 

 
Banded Kestrel near the nest site at Ifaty 
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Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec at Ifaty 

 

At breakfast the next morning we found a lovely little male Peacock Day Gecko before 

departing for the nearby Coral Rag Scrub around the landmark of La Tabla. A brief drive past the same 

wetlands south of Ifaty produced a single Greater Flamingo. We had two main targets in the Coral Rag 

Scrub habitat, namely Red-shouldered Vanga and Verreaux’s Coua. We had fairly good views of the 

coua on the nest and not long after that we found a pair of the vangas with fantastic views of the male 

in particular. Whilst searching for the vanga we had also managed much improved views of the rather 

plain Subdesert Brush Warbler much to the delight of those who had not seen the bird previously.  

 

 
Red-shouldered Vanga near La Tabla  
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We also made some time that afternoon, while in Tulear, to visit the well-presented arboretum, 

which turned up another of the green-capped southern race of Red-capped Coua and a male 

Madagascan Buttonquail. We were also treated to further views of Grey-brown Mouse Lemur whilst 

exploring this lovely area.  

 

 
Grey-brown Mouse Lemur near Tulear 

 

Our final activity in the Tulear area was our boat trip adventure to the tropical, offshore island 

of Nosy Ve. After an interesting and bumpy Zebu cart trip out to our awaiting speedboat, we were soon 

heading out of the harbor and on towards the island. Reaching the cliffs of St Augustin we scanned 

around and found several Grey Herons and Dimoprhic Egrets and a Peregrine Falcon seemingly 

perched near its nest. It took a bit more time before locating the much larger, and all dark blue, 

Humblot’s Heron on the nest closer toward Nosy Ve. Reaching Nosy Ve we spotted a tern roost which 

had Greater and Lesser Crested as well as Common Terns and a single Kelp Gull. Having disembarked 

from the boat and walking along the shoreline, we found several Grey Plovers, Sanderlings and White-

fronted Plovers but the main prize was enjoying good views of as many as fifteen Crab-plovers. These 

peculiar birds could be seen well through the scope before unfortunately being unsettled and flushed by 

a fisherman. It was however a very satisfactory sighting of these strange birds. Further on, we enjoyed 

in flight views of Red-tailed Tropicbirds before seeing a few individuals at their nests. We then had the 

opportunity of a bit of snorkeling before heading to Anakao for lunch. Here it took quite some effort in 

locating the final target of the day but thankfully we eventually found and had great views of a male 

Littoral Rock Thrush. Having had a scrumptious seafood lunch we made our way back to Tulear for a 

relaxed afternoon and evening at our hotel. Another day with many highlights and we looked forward 

to the next leg of our journey through this wonderful island.  
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Red-tailed Tropicbird at Nosy Ve Island 

 

Next up was the jagged limestone cliffs of the Isalo area in south-central Madagascar where we 

spent just the one night. On the way to Isalo we stopped in at the productive, deciduous forest reserve 

of Zombitse. This patch of deciduous forest is quite similar in habitat and suite of species to the North 

West region of Madagascar with several coua and vanga species amongst others being present. 

However as with most of Madagascar’s forests Zombitse was rather quiet with few very vocal species. 

We did however have our attention turned to the loud call of the bizarre Cuckoo Roller as it rang out 

across the forest with the bird flapping and soaring over the canopy. Nearby a Madagascan Buzzard 

was briefly viewed soaring above the forest as we made our way into the forest proper. Zombitse as a 

further opportunity to see the large Giant Coua and we were not disappointed with the views obtained 

during our time on the trail. Some of the participants briefly glimpsed another dry forest special that we 

had not previously encountered, Coquerel’s Coua. The main focus of the morning was to find the 

highly localized and rather attractive Appert’s Tetraka. With its very soft call being the only giveaway 

to its presence as it forages in the understory, we needed some patience before finally finding this 

special bird. Not only did we find the bird but it was later found on its nest! What a find! Long-billed 

Bernieria noisily scrambled amongst the tangles in the forest and we found both Hook-billed and 

Rufous Vangas on their nests making for some great photographic opportunities. Reptiles included 

Madagascar Plated Lizards in the leaf litter and a rather large Oustalet’s Chameleon was seen hesitantly 

moving along a branch. Although we did not manage to locate any Sifakas we did have fantastic views 

of a Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur on its day roost! It had been a fantastic few hours at this forest site.  
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Appert’s Tetraka on the nest at Zombitse NP 

 

 
Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur at Zombitse NP 

  

Having had a quick lunch, we made our way toward Isalo. The limestone cliffs in the region make for 

some spectacular scenery and particularly beautiful late afternoons and sunsets. Our accommodation 

was set amongst some picturesque rocky outcrops and had African Palm Swifts flying overhead whilst 

several Dumeril’s Madagascar Swift lizards scurried across the rock faces and House Geckos were 

found at night around our rooms. A male Benson’s Rock Thrush (a subspecies of the Forest Rock 

Thrush) was found singing atop one of the buildings in the late afternoon just before a short rainstorm 

made its appearance. Along the road out from the lodge we walked in a spread out line across grassland 

in search of Madagascan Partridge. Having had no luck and returning to our vehicle with rain 

appearing imminent, one of the guests saw a bird and we quickly hopped out of the bus. Everyone 

managed decent views of this lovely bird with both male and female present. With rain threatening and 

another lengthy travel day to come, we decided on having a relaxed and early evening.  
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 From Isalo we carried on our journey east, towards the luscious and fairly extensive rainforests 

of Ranomafana National Park the following morning. A bizarre sighting was that of a small flock of 

Little Stints whilst travelling across the central plateau. Unfortunately, for most of the day, the weather 

was cold, drizzly and rather miserable. Hamerkop were present at some of the rice paddies and Alpine 

Swifts were seen by some of the guests during the day. A short stop along the river near Ranomafana 

provided the first views of the arboreal and turaco-like Blue Coua. Arriving at our accommodation late 

in the afternoon we looked forward to two full days in the area.  

 

Ranomafana National Park protects a fairly large tract of mid-altitude rainforest and is home to a host 

of exciting endemic Malagasy species. Ranomafana was initially proclaimed to protect the only known 

populations of the localized Golden Bamboo Lemur, which was discovered in the area in the late 

1980s, and we were extremely fortunate to see this rare primate during our stay in the park. 

 

 
Pitta-like Ground Roller at Ranomafana NP 

 

A range of exotic endemic bird species occur in the forests of Ranomafana and we managed to obtain 

views of many of these specialties. In the wetland area Meller’s Duck, Purple and Striated Herons, 

Madagascan Rail, Grey Emutail and rather strangely, a male Madagascan Partridge were all seen well. 

In the forests, the exposed canopy branches had Madagascan Blue Pigeon, Malagasy Green Sunbird 

and Rand’s Warblers amongst others. The latter was one of sevral Malagasy Warblers seen during our 

two days in Ranomafana. White-throated Oxylabes, Wedge-tailed Jery, Madagascan Yellowbrow, 

Cryptic Warbler, Spectacled and Grey-crowned Tetrakas were all found at various times. Dark 

Newtonia, Nelicourvi Weaver, the stunning Velvet Asity, Tylas Vanga, Madagascan Cuckoo, Red-

fronted Coua, Forest Rock Thrush, Collared Nightjar and Malagasy Brush Warbler added to the 

impressive list of birds new for the trip. We were truly spoilt by several fantastic views of the beautiful 

Pitta-like Ground Roller; a sometimes difficult bird to locate. The highlight was definitely watching a 

pair near the nest at our lunch stop on the first day. However there were incredible sightings of four 
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very special bird species that would be the standouts during our time here. The first and arguably the 

top sighting of the tour was the long and superb views of both male and female Yellow-bellied Sunbird 

Asity at the nest. Having patiently waited for more than half an hour, with several glimpses of both 

sexes, we were eventually treated to unbeatable views as both perched for several minutes in the open! 

Further to this we had mind-blowing sightings of Crossley’s Vanga on two occasions! The third species 

considered a mega for the area, took a while to locate but, thanks to some great efforts by our local 

guides, everyone enjoyed great views of the shy Brown Mesite. Lastly, but certainly not least, the 

fourth mega sighting was that of both male and female Pollen’s Vanga. An incredibly difficult bird and, 

at times, we were fortunate to have several looks at this impressive vanga!   

 

 
Collared Nightjar and chick at Ranomafana NP 

 

On the mammal front we enjoyed watching Eastern Red Forest Rats, lemurs including Black-and-white 

Ruffed Lemur, Milne-Edward’s Sifaka and the already-mentioned Golden Bamboo Lemur, while night 

walks yielded the miniscule Rufous Mouse Lemur. Chameleon’s are also particularly well represented 

in these diverse forests and we saw several species including Elongate Leaf, Blue-legged and 

O’Shaugnessy’s Chameleons. Common Madagascar Skink, Peacock and Striped Day Geckos and 

Madagascar Ground Boa were some of the other notable reptiles seen during our time in Ranomafana 

NP.  

 

 Due to the changes in the itinerary the following two days involved a long bus trip back to Tana 

and then a late flight to Mahajanga the following day. Leaving Ranomafana on the first morning with 

cloud cover and some drizzle around we briefly stopped for a roadside view of a White-throated Rail. 

The remainder of the day was spent travelling across various landscapes, mostly transformed to urban 

areas and subsistence agriculture, and the only notable new bird was several Glossy Ibis in the rice 

paddies. The next day of travel ended with us reaching Ampijoroa Forest Station after dark. During 

dinner we heard Torotoroka Scops Owl and some of the guests had their first views of Milne-Edward’s 

Sportive Lemurs, which were noisy inhabitants of the camp at night. 
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Oustalet’s Chameleon at Ankarafantsika NP 

 

 
Madagascar Day Gecko at Ankarafantsika NP 

 

 With only one full day in Ankarafantsika National Park at Ampijoroa there was a need to get 

going very early. We ventured into the “ground-water forest” in search of probably the area’s most 

highly sought-after and sensational species, the spectacular Schlegel’s Asity. This jewel of the forest 

proved rather difficult but eventually was seen by all, although the views of the male were rather brief. 

Madagascan Green Pigeon, Coquerel’s and Crested Couas and a wonderful perched male Cuckoo 

Roller were some of the other notable species seen during this pre-breakfast walk. After yet another 

delicious meal from our on-site chef Hery, we made our first explorations into the dry deciduous 

woodlands of Ampijoroa, which harbor many thrilling endemic birds, entertaining mammals and a 

good number of reptiles. With the temperatures soaring we knew our chances of decent bird activity 

were dropping with every minute. Not long into the walk we heard the distinctive call of a Van Dam’s 

Vanga nearby. Very similar to Lafresnaye’s Vanga from the South West of Madagascar this species is 

restricted to the dry deciduous forests of the North West and is a much sought after species. Having 
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found the bird we were absolutely spoilt by watching her for several minutes and only a few meters 

from us, foraging through the middle and lower canopy! It was an exceptional sighting of a tough bird. 

Several Red-capped Couas were seen very well including birds displaying and courting in the path a 

few meters from where we stood! Having enjoyed this interesting behavior we turned our attention to 

the third and final species of mesite found in this area. As with the previously seen Subdesert and 

Brown Mesites we were treated to superb views of two White-breasted Mesites as they crossed the path 

in front of the guests and later were observed again walking slowly and making their raspy contact call. 

What a great bird! Reptilian highlights included the beautiful all green Madagascar Day Gecko, big 

Oustalet’s Chameleons, friendly Cuvier’s Madagascar Swifts and Western Plated Lizards. We returned 

to camp seeking the relative comfort of the shade until the late afternoon.  

 

 
Madagascan Fish Eagle at Lake Ravelobe 

 

 Later that afternoon we had a boat trip on Lake Ravelobe in search of several species including 

the critically endangered Madagascan Fish Eagle with a total population of just 200 birds! Before 

reaching the lake we watched two Greater Vasa Parrots preening in the large Eucalyptus trees in the 

campsite. The campsite has many common and widespread species including Broad-billed Roller, 

Madagascan Hoopoe, Lesser Vasa Parrot and Grey-headed Lovebirds amongst many others and is 

generally always full of activity. During our lovely boat trip on the lake we managed views of Allen’s 

Gallinule, the impressively large Humblot’s Heron and, in beautiful late afternoon sunlight, an adult 

Madagascan Fish Eagle! A very successful little boat trip indeed! After the boat trip we decided to 

search for Madagascan Jacana, having missed it at a small wetland earlier in the day. After much effort 

and searching we managed to locate a single bird, albeit at quite a distance, but managed decent scope 

views with which everyone was content.  
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Humblot’s Heron at Lake Ravelobe 

 

Other exciting species that were seen during our stay at Ampijoroa included Chabert, White-

headed and the incredible Sickle-billed Vangas, while family troops of endearing Coquerel’s Sifaka 

were another highlight of our stay and were a favorite as they foraged in the canopy close to our eating 

area – Madagascar at its absolute best! 

 

 
Sickle-billed Vanga at Ankarafantsika NP 

 

In order to soak in the complete array of species in the wonderful Ankarafantsika National Park, 

we also embarked on a night walk to try and find some of the nocturnal species found in these parts. 

Several geckos, including the tiny Western Dwarf Gecko, were found, whilst Rhinoceros and 

Oustalet’s Chameleons were quite easily found at the end of twigs and branches. The highlights of the 
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night walk were certainly the cute Western Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur and the crepuscular Mongoose 

Lemur. Two fantastic species to see!  

 

 The next morning saw us head back to Mahajanga and the fabled Betsiboke Delta. The 

extensive mudflats and mangroves are an ideal habitat for several shorebird species and we had great 

views of Whimbrel, Terek Sandpiper, Lesser and Greater Sand Plovers amongst others. The highlight 

was finding the localised and habitat specialised Malagasy Scared Ibis. Found only in coastal mangrove 

areas this was the only possibility on the tour to find the species and we managed good views during 

the course of our boat trip. Heading back to the mainland we encountered small numbers of Saunders’s 

Terns. In the afternoon a visit to a wetland near Mahajanga had Greater Painted-snipe, White-faced 

Whistling Duck, African Openbills and our second sighting of Madagascan Jacana! 

 

The next leg of our trip saw us heading out east to Perinet and Mantadia National Parks and 

along the way we found our only Madagascan Pratincoles of the trip. In the rice paddies some of the 

guests found an African Spoonbill, a relative rarity for trips in Madagascar. These rainforest reserves in 

the east of the country protect reasonably sized tracts of mid-altitude broad-leaved evergreen forest and 

harbor some of Madagascar’s most highly acclaimed species. Like most rainforest sites, Perinet and 

Mantadia require a lot of hard work, perseverance and patience, but in doing so, offer great reward. 

Having arrived at our lodge and having found a Green Jery singing loudly from near the restaurant at 

the lodge, we made our way to Analamazoatra or Perinet Special Reserve. The scarce Madagascan Ibis 

was found on the nest here and we had a very obliging White-throated Rail entertain the whole group 

on the edge of a small stream in the forest. Rainforest Scops Owl and the much larger Madagascan Owl 

were later seen on the day roost. The afternoon in the reserve also provided everyone with their first 

views of the iconic Indri and the more common Brown Lemur.  

 

 
Giraffe-necked Weevil at Mantadia NP 

 

Mantadia National Park, protecting a tract of more extensive primary forest than Perinet, lies 

just to the north of the latter park and was our prime focus for the next two days. The forest, at slightly 

lower elevation, is where we focused our efforts on the first day. It was here that we managed the feat 

of superb sightings of three species of ground roller! The Short-legged Ground Roller again required 
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quite a climb up a steep slope but we were not disappointed when we finally got to see this impressive 

bird! Further to this we had an unbeatable sighting of a very obliging Scaly Ground Roller at its nest 

site later in the day. This usually shy and skulking bird even allowed us the opportunity for several 

photographs and would certainly be one of the major highlights of this particular trip! A small lake in 

the forest where we had our lunch on both days had Madagascan Grebe, Madagascan Spinetails flying 

overhead and a pair of Ward’s Flycatchers. Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher, Madagascar Flufftail and 

Nuthatch Vanga were all first time species for the trip whilst we had better views of Madagascan Ibis 

and Madagascan Buzzard. In the ridge top forest Henst’s Goshawk, Forest Fody, Blue Vanga and 

unfortunately not for everyone in the group, Rufous-headed Ground Roller, were added to our 

impressive and growing species list.  

 

 
Short-legged Ground Roller at Mantadia NP 

 

We enjoyed some great sightings of some Madagascar’s most prized lemurs in Mantadia NP. 

Brown and Black-and-white Ruffed Lemurs, Indri and Diademed Sifaka all made appearances over the 

two days. Eastern Grey Bamboo Lemur was unfortunately only heard amongst the bamboo stands in 

the ridge top forest on the second morning. The combination of unusual birds and these unique 

mammals is right up there with the best Madagascar has to offer!  

 

Night walks in the area yielded some great species too and we were thrilled to find Furry-eared 

Dwarf and Goodman’s Mouse Lemurs. Reptiles and amphibians were a major feature too on these 

walks and we managed to turn up a few Short-horned, Perinet and Nose-horned Chameleons, along 

with frog species such as Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog,  

We also spent some time in Perinet (Analamazoatra) Special Reserve on the last morning of our 

stay in Andasibe and highlights here included our best views of Madagascan Wood Rail, Blue Vanga 

and a pair of Rainforest Scops Owls roosting. Mammal highlights were finding the Eastern Woolly 
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Lemur and having an incredible sighting of Indri with the animals calling right above our heads! It was 

a very special encounter and one that every nature lover visiting Madagascar hopes to experience.  

 

 
Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher at Mantadia NP 

 

 
Indri at Analamazoatra Special Reserve 

 

From Perinet we drove onto our next forest destination of Anjozorobe where we spent the next 

two nights at a lovely lodge at the edge of a long band of beautiful ridge-top forest. Hands down the 

highlight was seeing a Rufous-headed Ground Roller during our stay here. We observed a single bird 
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for quite some time and even watched as it chased a Pitta-like Ground Roller! During our walks along 

the trails in this lovely but also quiet forest we had more sightings of Pitta-like Ground Roller and 

managed good views of the super-skulking Brown Emutail. Some members of the group had the good 

fortune of finding an immature Common Sunbird Asity whilst the rest of us frustratingly heard a bird 

call several times but unfortunately it was not to be seen. Red-tailed and Tylas Vanga, Nelicourvi 

Weaver, Velvet Asity, Frances’s Sparrowhawk, Malagasy Green Sunbird, Madagascan Blue Pigeon, 

Wedge-tailed Jery and Forest Rock Thrush were all seen again in the forest trails around the lodge. 

Night walks produced Parson’s Chameleons, Betsileo Madagascar Frog, a stunning Southern (Mossy) 

Leaf-tailed Gecko and for some a further sighting of Rufous Mouse Lemur.  

 

 
Southern (Mossy) Leaf-tailed Gecko at Anjozorobe 

 

After a simply sensational three weeks on the “eighth continent” it was time to head home having had 

countless unforgettable experiences of this special island.  
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Annotated List of Birds (Total species: 183 species, 1 heard only) 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). 2016. IOC World Bird List (v 6.1) 

Notes are provided where Clements differs. 

 

Key to abbreviations: 

E: an endemic species  

NE: a near-endemic species (i.e. occurring in the Malagasy region only) 

BE: a breeding endemic species 

I: an introduced species 
 

Conservation Status 

CR: critical    EN: endangered   VU: vulnerable   NT: near-threatened    
 

 

Ducks & Geese    Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

We had sightings at Lac Alarobia and Lake Ravelobe.  

Meller’s Duck (E) (EN)    Anas melleri 

We had eight of these endangered ducks at Lac Alarobia with further sightings at Ranomafana and 

Mantidia NPs.  

Red-billed Teal      Anas erythrorhyncha 

Abundant on Lac Alarobia and seen at wetlands near Ifaty and Mantadia NP.  
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Red-billed Duck. 
Hottentot Teal     Anas hottentota 

Two of these small ducks were seen at Lac Alarobia and at wetlands near Ifaty.  

 

Guineafowl    Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl (I)    Numida meleagris 

Common around Berenty.  
NOTE: This African species was introduced to Madagascar by early colonists. 

 

Pheasant’s & Allies   Phasianidae 
Madagascan Partridge (E)    Margaroperdix madagascarensis 

We had superb views of a female in Isalo NP with a male flushed at the wetland in Ranomafana NP.  

 

Grebes    Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe       Tachybaptus ruficollis  

Good numbers were seen at the wetlands between Tulear and Ifaty. 

Madagascan Grebe (E) (V)    Tachybaptus pelzelnii 

Great views of two adult birds with small chicks at Mantadia NP. 
NOTE: Globally threatened and declining due to habitat loss, introduction of exotic fish, and competition (and possibly 

hybridization) with Little Grebe. 

 

Flamingos    Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

A singleton was seen at the wetlands near Ifaty. 
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Tropicbirds    Phaethontidae 
Red-tailed Tropicbird    Phaethon rubricauda 

We observed this lovely species on Nosy Ve. 

 

Storks    Ciconiidae 
African Openbill     Anastomus lamelligerus 

Not a common bird on the island by any stretch, we found two birds near Mahajanga.  

 

Ibises & Spoonbills    Threskiornithidae 
Malagasy Sacred Ibis (NE)    Threskiornis bernieri 

Good views of at least five birds on the Betsiboka Delta. 
NOTE: A globally threatened species restricted to largely inaccessible wetlands in western Madagascar and Aldabra 

Island. This species is often considered merely a race of the widespread Sacred Ibis of the African mainland and is treated 

as such by Clements. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

Seen en route to Tana from Ranomafana and around Lake Ravelobe.  

Madagascan Ibis (E) (NT)    Lophotibis cristata 

After observing a bird on the nest in Analamazoatra SR we were treated to superb views of a bird 

foraging on the road verge in Mantadia NP the following day! 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

A single bird was seen on a rice paddy en route to Andasibe from Tana.  

 

Herons    Ardeidae 

Black-crowned Night-Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

This species was plentiful at Lac Alarobia and en route from Ranomafana NP to Tana. 

Striated Heron     Butorides striatus 

Seen at various locations with the best views at Lake Ravelobe.  
NOTE: Represented in Madagascar by the race B. s. rutenbergi, which tends to be darker than its African counterpart, with 

a reddish neck reminiscent of the American B. s. virens (Green Heron). 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

Seen at various rice paddies and wetlands including Lac Alarobia and Lac Ravelobe. 

Malagasy Pond Heron (BE) (EN)   Ardeola idea 

We had good sightings at Lac Alarobia of this species in full breeding plumage, including a displaying 

male. 
NOTE: A regional endemic breeder that is considered vulnerable and declining due to habitat loss and competition with 

Squacco Heron. 

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

A widespread and commonly encountered species at wetlands and rice paddies throughout. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea  

Recorded at various locations including Lac Alarobia and nesting on the San Augustin cliffs.  

Humblot’s Heron (E) (EN)    Ardea humbloti 

We had good views of single birds at Lake Ravelobe and the San Augustin cliffs where the bird was on 

the nest.  
NOTE: A globally threatened species essentially restricted to Madagascar but with vagrant records elsewhere. 
Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea  

Common on Lac Ravelobe and seen on nearby rice paddies.  

Great Egret      Ardea alba 

Commonly encountered in rice paddies/wetlands throughout the island. 
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Black Heron      Egretta ardesiaca 

Seen best at Lac Alarobia with scattered sightings throughout the remainder of the tour. 

Dimorphic Egret     Egretta dimorpha 

This common egret was recorded on 10 days with mostly white birds seen inland and dark morph birds 

along the coast.  
NOTE: This species is sometimes lumped by authorities as a distinct subspecies of the widespread Little Egret, Egretta 

garzetta. Clements treats it as a subspecies of Little Egret. 

 

Hamerkop    Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta  

Singletons or pairs were occasionally seen in rice paddies throughout with a nesting pair at our 

accommodation near Anjozorobe. 

 

Hawks & Eagles    Accipitridae 
Madagascan Harrier-Hawk (E)   Polyboroides radiatus 

We were treated to incredible views of a pair at the nest in Ifaty.   

Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk (E)   Aviceda madagascariensis 

A bird on the nest provided decent scope views during our time at Berenty. 

Frances's Sparrowhawk (NE)   Accipiter francesii  

This small accipiter was seen well during one of our lunches at Berenty and briefly again later in the 

trip en route to and around our accommodation at Anjozorobe.  

Madagascan Sparrowhawk (E) (NT)  Accipiter madagascariensis 

We were treated to superb views of the female near the nest in Ifaty.  

Black Kite      Milvus migrans 

A single bird was seen at Ranomafana NP.  
NOTE: This species is sometimes split into two, Yellow-billed and Black Kite. This split is currently not recognized by 

Clements or the IOC. 

Yellow-billed Kite     Milvus aegyptius 

The most widely seen raptor of the trip; common over roads and open habitats. 

Madagascan Fish Eagle (E) (CR)   Haliaeetus vociferoides 

We had excellent views of one of these critically endangered birds at Lake Ravelobe.    
NOTE: This is one of the world’s rarest raptors, with a total global population of no more than 60 pairs. 

Madagascan Buzzard (E)    Buteo brachypterus 

Seen at several locations with the best views at Mantadia NP.  

 

Mesites    Mesitornithidae 
White-breasted Mesite (E) (VU)   Mesitornis variegata 

A pair was seen well at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Brown Mesite (E) (VU)    Mesitornis unicolor 

We had superb views of a single bird at Ranomafana NP.  

Subdesert Mesite (E) (VU)    Monias benschi 

Spoilt with great views of first a female and then a male in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 

 

Flufftails    Sarothruridae 
Madagascan Flufftail (E)    Sarothrura insularis 

Heard more often than seen, we were treated to repeated decent views of a male in Mantadia NP.  
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Rails & Gallinules    Rallidae 
Madagascan Wood Rail (E)    Canirallus kioloides 

After brief views in Ranomafana NP and Analamazoatra SR we were fortunate to have much better 

views during our second visit to Analamazoatra SR.  

Madagascan Rail (E)    Rallus madagascariensis 

Two birds showed very well at a wetland in Ranomafana NP.  

White-throated Rail (E)    Dryolimnas cuvieri  

Great views of a bird just outside Ranomafana NP with subsequent sightings at Analamzoatra SR and 

Mantidia NP.  
NOTE: Some authorities consider the nominate Madagascar race of this bird as distinctive from the near-flightless Aldabra 

Island race, making this another endemic rallid to Madagascar. This is accepted by the IOC. 

Baillon's Crake     Porzana pusilla  

A noisy but very shy rallid that was heard only near Ifaty. 

Allen’s Gallinule     Porphyrio alleni 

We had good but very distant views of two adult birds on Lake Ravelobe.  

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus  

Seen at Lac Alarobia, the wetlands near Ifaty, Lake Ravelobe and Mantadia NP. 

 

Buttonquails   Turnicidae 
Madagascan Buttonquail (E)   Turnix nigricollis 

Having seen two flushed birds at berenty we subsequently had fantastic views of a female in the spiny 

forest at Ifaty and a male the following day at Tulear. Later in the trip we would find a female on a 

night walk near Ankarafantsika NP.  

 

Crab Plover    Dromadidae 
Crab-plover      Dromas ardeola  

Fantastic views of fifteen birds were had at Nosy Ve.   

 

Avocets & Stilts    Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus  

Seen at various wetlands near Ifaty and Tulear.  

 

Plovers   Charadriidae 
Grey Plover      Pluvialis squatarola 

Seen on Nosy Ve.  

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula  

Seen at the Ifaty wetlands and Betsiboke Delta. 

Madagascan Plover (E) (VU)   Charadrius thoracicus 

We had excellent views of four birds at a wetland area near Ifaty.  

Kittlitz's Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

Common at various wetlands near Ifaty and Tulear.  

Three-banded Plover      Charadrius tricollaris  

This neat plover was observed at the Sacred Lake and around Ifaty. 

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus  

Seen on Nosy Ve and the Betsiboke Delta. 

Greater Sand Plover     Charadrius leschenaultia 

Seveeral birds seen on the mudflats of the Betsiboke Delta. 
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Lesser Sand Plover     Charadrius mongolus 

Slightly smaller than the previous species we managed to find this species in the Betsiboke Delta.  

 

Painted Snipes    Rostratulidae 
Greater Painted Snipe    Rostratula benghalensis 

Four birds were seen well at wetlands near Ifaty with further superb views of several birds at the Sacred 

Lake near Mahajanga.  

 

Jacanas    Jacanidae 
Madagascan Jacana (E) (NT)   Actophilornis albinucha 

After much searching we finally located a distant bird on the edge of Lake Ravelobe with a further and 

much improved view of another bird at the Sacred Lake the following day.  

 

Sandpipers & Allies    Scolopacidae 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

This large shorebird was seen at the Betsiboka Delta, Tulear, Nosy Ve and near Ifaty. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

Seen at the Betsiboka Delta, Berenty, Tulear and the wetlands near Ifaty. 

Common Sandpiper     Tringa hypoleucos 

We found this species at the Sacred Lake en route to Andasibe and the Betsiboke Delta.  

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

A scarce bird in Madagascar we found two birds at a wetland near Ifaty.  

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

Seen near Ifaty and Nosy Ve.  

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

Seen at the Betsiboke Delta and on Nosy Ve. 

Little Stint      Calidris minuta 

A bizarre sighting of a small group of birds on the central plateau en route to Ranomafana NP.  

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

Seen at the Betsiboka Delta and near Ifaty. 

 

Gulls & Terns    Laridae 

Kelp Gull      Larus dominicanus 

A single adult bird was seen on Nosy Ve.  

Saunder’s Tern     Sterna saundersi 

This diminutive tern was seen in good numbers in the Betsiboke Delta.   

Greater Crested Tern    Thalasseus bergii 

This large tern was seen around Nosy Ve. 

Lesser Crested Tern     Thalasseus bengalensis 

Seen in good numbers on Nosy Ve and the Betsiboke Delta. 

Common Tern     Sterna hirunda 

Found en route to Nosy Ve.  

 

Pigeons & Doves    Columbidae 
Rock Dove (I)      Columba livia 

This introduced bird was widespread and fairly common in urban/settlement areas throughout the 

island. 
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Malagasy Turtle Dove (E)    Columba picturata  

Recorded at numerous sites during this tour.  

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

Common in the drier areas like Ankarafantsika NP, Berenty and Ifaty. 

Madagascan Green Pigeon (NE)   Treron australis  

Seen well at Ankarafantsika NP and in flight at Berenty. . 

Madagascan Blue Pigeon (E)   Alectroenas madagascariensis 

Seen well at Ranomafana NP, Mantidia NP and at Anjozorobe. 

 

Cuckoos, Couas & Coucals     Cuculidae 
Malagasy Coucal (NE)    Centropus toulou  

Seen or heard almost every day.  

Crested Coua (E)     Coua cristata  

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Berenty and Ifaty. 

Verreaux's Coua (E) (NT)    Coua verreauxi 

We had decent views of a bird on the nest at La Tabla.  

Blue Coua (E)     Coua caerulea 

Seen well initially at Ranomafana NP with further good views in Mantidia NP and Analamazoatra SR.  

Red-capped Coua (E)    Coua ruficeps 

We had unbeatable views of courting birds in Ankarafanstika NP and the Green-capped (olivaceiceps) 

subspecies was seen in Berenty and at Tulear. 

Red-fronted Coua (E)    Coua reynaudii 

An immature bird treated us to good views at Ranomafana NP whilst we found an adult later in the trip 

at Mantadia NP.  

Coquerel's Coua (E)     Coua coquereli 

Our first views of this species were brief glimpses in Zombitse NP with much better views of three 

birds later at Ankarafantsika NP.  

Running Coua (E)     Coua cursor 

We had fantastic views of this localised species at Ifaty after initially seeing it briefly in Berenty.  

Giant Coua (E)     Coua gigas 

This impressive species gave us fantastic views at Berenty and Zombitse NP. 

Red-breasted Coua     Coua serriana 

This incredibly shy coua was seen briefly in Analamazoatra SR.   

Madagascan Cuckoo (BE)    Cuculus rochii 

Heard often, we saw this species well at Ranomafana NP and en route from there to Tana.  

 

Barn Owls    Tytonidae 
Western Barn Owl     Tyto alba 

We were delighted to see one of these birds flying around in the late afternoon at Berenty.  

 

Typical Owls    Strigidae 
Torotoroka Scops Owl (E)    Otus madagascariensis 

Incredible views of two different roosting birds at Berenty on this tour.  

Rainforest Scops Owl (NE)    Otus rutilus  

A pair of these delightful owls was seen well near Andasibe.  
NOTE: These Scops Owls have recently been split, based on morphological and vocal differences and habitat preferences. 
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White-browed Hawk-Owl (E)   Ninox superciliaris 

Great close up views of several birds over two days at Berenty.  

Madagascan Owl     Asio madagascariensis 

We saw a single bird at Andasibe. 

 

Nightjars    Caprimulgidae 
Collared Nightjar (E)    Caprimulgus enarratus 

Unbeatable views of an adult and chick were had at Ranomafana NP.  

Madagascan Nightjar (NE)    Caprimulgus madagascariensis  

Seen incredibly well at several sites on this tour. The highlight was arguably seeing three birds roosting 

almost on top of each other at Ifaty.  

 

Swifts    Apodidae 
Madagascan Spinetail (NE)    Zoonavena grandidieri 

Seen well on both of our days in Mantadia NP.   

African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus gracilis 

We found this species in the vicinity of palms across the island. 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis alba 

This large swift was seen in a mixed flock with the following species en route to Ranomafana NP from 

Isalo NP.  

Malagasy Black Swift (NE)    Apus balstoni 

Seen best near the cliffs of San Augustin and en route to Ranomafana NP from Isalo NP.  
NOTE: These Malagasy birds are usually considered a species distinct from the African Black Swift (A. barbatus), however 

no dedicated research has been done.  

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

Seen in Antananarivo.  

 

Cuckoo-Rollers   Leptosomidae 
Cuckoo Roller (NE)     Leptosomus discolor  

A bizarre bird with its far carrying call a common sound of the Madagascan rainforests we had several 

sightings with the best that of a male perched very close in Ankarafantsika NP.   
NOTE: Some authorities such as Sinclair I. and Langrande O. consider the Comoros form of this bird to be a separate 

species from that occurring in Madagascar. IOC does not recognize this spilt and treats it as a sub-species. 

 

Rollers    Coraciidae 
Broad-billed Roller      Eurystomus glaucurus 

Encountered multiple times, especially at Ankarafantsika NP and Berenty. 

 

Ground Rollers   Brachypteraciidae 
Short-legged Ground Roller (E) (VU)  Brachypteracias leptosomus 

We had two super sightings of this stunning bird in Mantidia NP.   

Scaly Ground Roller (E)     Geobiastes squamigera 

Unbelievable views of a bird near the nest in Mantidia NP!  

Pitta-like Ground Roller (E)   Atelornis pittoides 

A pair treated us to amazing views whilst having lunch in Ranomafana NP. Also seen well in Mantidia 

NP and Anjozorobe. 

Rufous-headed Ground Roller (E) (NT)  Atelornis crossleyi 
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A simply unforgettable sighting of this difficult bird at Anjozorobe! We were really treated to an 

exceptional sighting which included the bird chasing a Pitta-like Ground Roller!!  

Long-tailed Ground Roller (E) (VU)   Uratelornis chimaera 

Two different birds were seen in the spiny forest of Ifaty, always one of the highlights of any birding 

tour to Madagascar.   

 

Kingfishers    Alcedinidae 
Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher (E)   Ispidina madagascariensis  

A stunning little kingfisher seen exceptionally well on both days in Mantidia NP.  

Malagasy Kingfisher (NE)    Alcedo vintsioides  

Seen on 10 days of the tour at various locations from Lac Alarobia on the first day to Anjozorobe on 

the penultimate day of the tour.  

 

Bee-eaters     Meropidae 
Olive Bee-eater     Merops superciliosus 

Seen on most days of the tour.  

 

Hoopoes    Upupidae 
Madagascan Hoopoe (E)    Upupa marginata 

We had several fantastic sightings in Ankarafantsika, Isalo NP, Berenty and Ifaty.  
NOTE: This form is usually considered distinct from the African Hoopoe, based on vocal and morphological differences. 

 

Falcons    Falconidae 
Malagasy Kestrel (NE)    Falco newtoni 

A common roadside raptor across the country. 

Banded Kestrel (E)     Falco zoniventris 

We had the good fortune of finding a pair on the nest at Ifaty.  

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

We found a perched bird along the San Augustin cliffs near to what seemed to be its nest site. 

 

Parrots    Psittacidae 
Grey-headed Lovebird (E)    Agapornis canus  

These little parrots were seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Ifaty and in good numbers on flowering Didierea 

trees in Berenty. 

Greater Vasa Parrot     Coracopsis vasa  

These large parrots were seen particularly well at Ankarafantsika NP and in flight at Mantadia NP. 

Lesser Vasa Parrot (NE)    Coracopsis nigra  

A common and noisy inhabitant of most of the wooded and forest habitats on the tour.  

 

Broadbills   Eurylaimidae 
Velvet Asity (E)     Philepitta castanea 

This stunning asity was seen incredibly well on both days in Ranomafana NP and later again at 

Anjozorobe.  

Schlegel's Asity (E) (NT)    Philepitta schlegeli 

A pair was seen quite well in Ankarafantsika NP. Unfortunately the heavy rain resulted in the birds 

disappearing not to be seen again.  



RBT Trip Report Madagascar Comprehensive III 2015 

 
 

 
 

30 

Common Sunbird-Asity (E)    Neodrepanis coruscans 

Heard on several occasions at Anjozorobe with two participants seeing an immature bird.   

Yellow-bellied Sunbird-Asity (E) (VU)  Neodrepanis hypoxanthus 

We had the most incredible luck as we watched a pair perch for several minutes near the nest in 

Ranomafana NP.  

 

Vangas     Vangidae 
Red-tailed Vanga (E)    Calicalicus madagascariensis 

Seen at Ifaty, Ranomafana NP, Mantidia NP and Anjozorobe.  

Red-shouldered Vanga (E) (VU)   Calicalicus rufocarpalis 

Excellent views of a calling male and the female on the nest were had at La Tabla.  

Hook-billed Vanga (E)    Vanga curvirostris 

Great views were had of a bird on the nest at Zombitse NP with another sighting at Ifaty.   

Lafresnaye's Vanga (E)    Xenopirostris xenopirostris 

This range-restricted vanga was found on the nest at Ifaty.   

Van Dam’s Vanga (E) (EN)    Xenopirostris damii 

A female of this endangered species treated us to lengthy views as she foraged in the dry forest of 

Ankarafantsika NP.  

Pollen’s Vanga (E) (NT)    Xenopirostris polleni 

Fantastic views of both male and female birds were had at Ranomafana NP.  

Sickle-billed Vanga (E)    Falculea palliata 

This bizarre looking bird was prominent at Ifaty and in the camp grounds of Ankarafantsika NP.   

White-headed Vanga (E)    Artamella viridis  

The best views of this widespread species were had at Ankarafantsika NP.  

Chabert Vanga (E)     Leptopterus chabert  

This widespread vanga was seen at various sites from Ifaty to Anjozorobe.   

Blue Vanga (NE)     Cyanolanius madagascarensis 

A handsome vanga seen at Analamazoatra SR, Mantidia NP and Anjozorobe.    
NOTE: Sinclair I. and Langrande O., consider the Comoros race of this species to be distinct, resulting in the Madagascar 

Blue Vanga being another Madagascar endemic. This stance is not widely accepted. 

Rufous Vanga (E)     Schetba rufa  

A nesting pair was seen well at Zombitse NP   

Tylas Vanga (E)     Tylas eduardi 

We had several good sightings of this species in Ranomafana NP and Anjozorobe. 
NOTE: Recent DNA evidence suggests that this “vanga” is more closely related to the cuckoo-shrikes. 
Nuthatch Vanga (E)     Hypositta corallirostris 

A male perched beautifully for us on a moss-covered tree trunk in Mantadia NP.  

Dark Newtonia (E)     Newtonia amphichroa 

We found this species in Mantadia NP. 

Common Newtonia (E)    Newtonia brunneicauda 

A widespread species that was recorded in most woodland habitats. 

Archbold's Newtonia (E)    Newtonia archboldi 

Very good views of this newtonia were had at Ifaty. 

Ward's Flycatcher (E)    Pseudobias wardi 

This species showed well in Mantadia NP where we watched a pair nest building.  

Crossley's Vanga (E)     Mystacornis crossleyi 

A difficult bird at times, we were fortunate to have great views at Ranomafana NP and Mantidia NP.   
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Cuckooshrikes    Campephagedae 
Madagascar Cuckooshrike (NE)   Coracina cinerea  

Seen at Ifaty, Zombitse NP, Ankarafantsika NP, Mantidia NP and Analamzoatra SR.  

  

Drongos    Dicruridae 
Crested Drongo (NE)    Dicrurus forficatus  

This widespread species was seen almost every single day. 

 

Monarchs    Monarchidae 
Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone mutata 

Another common species seen at most woodland and forested sites. 

 

Crows & Jays    Corvidae 
Pied Crow       Corvus albus 

Common over dry woodland and grassland habitats, seen often on our travel days. 

 

Larks     Alaudidae 
Madagascan Lark (E)    Mirafra hova 

This species was common in dry open or grassy habitat- particularly around Ifaty. 

Bulbuls    Pycnonotidae 
Malagasy Bulbul (NE)    Hypsipetes madagascariensis 

Recorded almost every day of the tour. 

 

Swallows & Martins     Hirundinidae 
Mascarene Martin (BE)    Phedina borbonica  

The only hirundine we found on this tour, seen over rice paddies and open habitats throughout the tour. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies   Acrocephalidae 
Malagasy Brush Warbler (NE)   Nesillas typical 

A noisy inhabitant of many of the eastern forests in Madagascar.  

Subdesert Brush Warbler (E)   Nesillas lantzii 

This nondescript warbler was found in the Ifaty area and La Tabla.  
NOTE: Formerly considered conspecific with Madagascar Brush Warbler but vocally distinct and sympatric with that 

species near Fort Dauphin. 

Madagascan Swamp Warbler (E)   Acrocephalus newtoni 

Seen at Lac Alarobia, Mantadia NP, wetlands near Ifaty and Ranomafana NP.  

 

Grassbirds & Allies   Locustellidae 
Brown Emutail (E)     Bradypterus (Dromaeocercus) brunneus 

After hearing this skulker for several minutes we finally managed good but brief views as it scurried 

across the path and in the undergrowth along the trail at Anjozorobe! 

Grey Emutail (E)     Amphilias (Dromaeocercus) seebohmi 

The second visit to a wetland in Ranomafana NP produced the goods with excellent views of this 

species.   
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Malagasy Warblers    Bernieridae 
White-throated Oxylabes (E)   Oxylabes madagascariensis 

Exceptional views of this interesting bird were had by all in Ranomafana NP. 

Long-billed Bernieria (E)    Bernieria madagascariensis  

Encountered regularly at Zombitse NP, Ranomafana NP and Ankarafantsika NP.  

Cryptic Warbler (E)     Cryptosylvicola randrianasoloi 

Two birds were seen high up on a ridge in Ranomafana NP.  

Wedge-tailed Jery (E) (NT)    Hartertula flavoviridis 

Excellent views in Ranomafana NP of a bird at the nest with further views at Anjozorobe.  

Thamnornis (E)     Thamnornis chloropetoides 

Great scope views of one bird and further brief views of another at Ifaty.  

Spectacled Tetraka (E)    Xanthomixis zosterops  

Seen well foraging low down in the undergrowth in Ranomafana NP.   

Appert's Tetraka (E) (V)    Xanthomixis apperti 

This delightful and highly range-restricted species was seen exceptionally well in Zombitse NP. 

Grey-crowned Tetraka (E)    Xanthomixis cinereiceps 

We had the good fortune of getting superb views of a bird at Ranomafana NP with some participants 

also having another sighting at Anjozorobe.  

Madagascan Yellowbrow (E)   Crossleyia xanthophrys 

This skulker provided us all with good views in Ranomafana NP.  

Rand's Warbler (E)     Randia pseudozosterops 

Seen singing from exposed perches in Ranomafana NP and just outside Analamzoatra SR.  

 

Cisticolas & Allies   Cisticolidae 
Common Jery (E)     Neomixis tenella 

Widespread and common throughout the tour at most sites. 

Green Jery (E)     Neomixis viridis 

We saw this species well in Analamzoatra SR and Mantidia NP. 

Stripe-throated Jery (E)    Neomixis striatigula  

This jery was very common at Ifaty. 

Madagascan Cisticola (NE)    Cisticola cherinus 

A common species in open grassland and scrubby habitats throughout the tour. 

 

White-eyes    Zosteropidae 
Malagasy White-eye (NE)    Zosterops maderaspatanus 

A widespread species encountered at various sites throughout the tour. 

 

Starlings    Sturnidae 
Common Myna (I)     Acridotheres tristis tristis 

This introduced species was common and widespread in disturbed, open habitats throughout the island. 

Madagascan Starling (E)    Hartlaubius aurata 

We had good scope views at Mantadia NP. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers   Muscicapidae 
Madagascan Magpie-Robin (E)   Copsychus albospecularis 

Seen almost daily in various habitats. 
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Littoral Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola imerina 

After much searching we eventually found a male at Anakao.   

Forest Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola sharpei 

We had superb views of the nominate form at Ranomafana NP and Anjozorobe, and the bensoni 

subspecies was seen near our accommodation in Isalo NP. 

Madagascan Stonechat (E)    Saxicola sibilla 

Seen in Tana and at scattered grassland and wetland-edge habitats such as at Ranomafana NP. 

 

Sunbirds    Nectariniidae 
Souimanga Sunbird (NE)    Cinnyris sovimanga  

A common species recorded almost daily. 

Malagasy Green Sunbird (NE)    Cinnyris notatus 

This much larger sunbird was seen at Analamazoatra SR, Mantadia NP, Anjozorobe and at 

Ranomafana NP.  

 

Weavers    Ploceidae 
Nelicourvi Weaver (E)    Ploceus nelicourvi 

A forest specialist seen at Anjozorobe, Mantidia NP and Ranomafana NP. 

Sakalava Weaver (E)    Ploceus sakalava  

This species was common around Berenty and Ifaty. 

Red Fody (E)      Foudia madagascariensis 

Recorded often throughout the tour in various habitats. 

Forest Fody (E)     Foudia omissa 

We found only female birds in Mantidia NP.  

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies   Estrildidae 
Madagascar Mannikin (E)    Lemuresthes (Lonchura) nana 

This tiny bird was located at various sites including our accommodation at Tana and Mantidia NP.  

 

Wagtails & Pipits    Motacillidae 
Madagascar Wagtail (E)    Motacilla flaviventris 

This attractive wagtail was seen well in Tana, Andasibe and Ranomafana NP. 

 

Annotated list of Mammals (Total species seen: 26) 
  

Garbutt, N. (2007) Mammals of Madagascar, A Complete Guide.  
IUCN 2015. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2015-4. <http://www.iucnredlist.org>. 

Downloaded on 19 November 2015. 

 

Tenrecs   Tenrecidae 
Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec    Echinops telfairi 

Much to the groups delight our local guides managed to find one of these strange creatures in the spiny 

forest at Ifaty.  

 

Old World Leaf-nosed Bats Hipposideridae 
Commerson’s Leaf-nosed Bat   Hipposideros commersoni 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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This interesting bat was seen in Ankarafanstika NP and at our accommodation in Ifaty.  

 

Old World Fruit Bats   Pteropodidae 

Madagascar Flying Fox    Pteropus rufus 

This large bat was seen at its day roost in Berenty. 

 

Mouse and Dwarf Lemurs    Cheirogaleidae 

Geoffrey’s Dwarf Lemur    Cheirogaleus major 

Great views of this cute lemur were had on our two night walks in Andasibe.  

Western Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur   Cheirogaleus medius 

We found this lovely lemur on our night walk near Ankarafantsika NP.  

Grey-Brown Mouse Lemur    Microcebus griseorufus 

Seen at Berenty and Ifaty.  

Goodman’s Mouse Lemur    Microcebus lehilahytsara 

Two of these tiny lemurs were seen on a night walk at Andasibe. 

Grey Mouse Lemur     Microcebus murinus 

We encountered these lemurs at our accommodation at Ifaty. 

Rufous/Brown Mouse Lemur   Microcebus rufus 

We saw this tiny lemur at Ranomafana NP and Anjozorobe.  

 

Sportive Lemurs    Lepilemuridae 

Milne-Edwards's Sportive Lemur   Lepilemur edwardsi 

These lemurs were seen and heard around our camp at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur    Lepilemur hubbardi 

We saw a day-roosting individual in Zombitse NP. 

White-footed Sportive Lemur   Lepilemur leucopus 

We had good views of this species in the Berenty area. 

Petter’s Sportive Lemur    Lepilemur petteri 

We saw one of these lemurs on the day roost at Ifaty.  

 

Lemurs    Lemuridae 

(Common) Brown Lemur    Eulemur fulvus 

Seen at Anjozorobe, Analamazoatra SR and Mantadia NPs.  

Mongoose Lemur     Eulemur mongoz 

Great views of a male on our night walk near Ankarafantsika NP.  

Golden Bamboo Lemur    Hapalemur aureus 

Although not the greatest views it was nevertheless a special moment seeing this lemur in Ranomafana 

NP.  

Eastern Lesser/Grey Bamboo Lemur  Hapalemur griseus 

This species was heard only in Mantidia NP.  

Ring-tailed Lemur     Lemur catta 

Absolutely spoilt seeing these lovely creatures up close in Berenty.  

Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur   Varecia variegata 

These stunning lemurs were seen in Ranomafana NP and Mantidia NP.  
  

Avahis, Sifakas and Indri    Indriidae 

Eastern Woolly Lemur    Avahi laniger 
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This nocturnal lemur was seen well at Analamzoatra SR.  

Indri       Indri indri 

Seen on everyday in Mantidia NP but without doubt the best sighting was of two adults and a youngster 

singing above us in Analamazoatra SR. 

Coquerel's Sifaka     Propithecus coquereli 

Great views and photographic opportunities of these beautiful lemurs in Ankarafantsika NP.  

Diademed Sifaka     Propithecus diadema 

These large lemurs were seen on several occasions in Mantidia NP.  

Milne-Edward’s Sifaka    Propithecus edwardsi 

Great views of two individuals in Ranomafana NP.  

Verreaux's Sifaka     Propithecus verreauxi 

These characterful creatures were seen well on everyday during our stay in Berenty.  

 

Climbing Mice, White-tailed Rat, Malagasy Rats and Mice    Nesomyidae 
Eastern Red Forest Rat    Nesomys rufus 

We saw this large rat on several occasions in Ranomafana NP. 

 

Annotated List of Reptiles (Total species: 38) 
 

Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition 

(2007).  

 

Boas Boidae 
Madagascar Tree Boa    Sanzinia madagascariensis 

Seen in Analamazoatra Special Reserve. 

Madagascar Ground Boa    Acrantophis madagascriensis 

Found at a wetland in Ranomafana NP.  

 

Chameleons    Chamaeleonidae 
Elongate Leaf Chameleon    Brookesia nasus 

We came upon this small chameleon on a Ranomafana night walk. 

Brown Leaf Chameleon    Brookesia superciliaris 

This species was seen on night walks at V.O.I.M.M.A. reserve and Ranomafana. 

Short-horned Chameleon    Calumma brevicorne 

Seen on night walks near Andasibe. 

Blue-legged Chameleon    Calumma crypticum 

This medium-sized chameleon was seen at Ranomafana. 

Perinet/Band-bellied Chameleon   Calumma gastrotaenia 

We found a few of these tiny chameleons on night walks at Andasibe. 

Nose-horned Chameleon    Calumma nasutum 

Another small chameleon, seen near Andasibe. 

O’Shaughnessy’s Chameleon   Calumma oshaughnessyi 

We saw this fairly large species on night walks in the Ranomafana area.  

Parson’s Chameleon     Calumma parsonii 

This colourful giant was seen near Andasibe. 

Oustalet’s Chameleon     Furcifer oustaleti 

A very large chameleon seen in Zombitse, Ranomafana and Ankarafantsika NPs. 
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Spiny-backed/Warty Chameleon   Furcifer verrucosus 

We saw this species on a night walk in Berenty and at Ifaty and Tulear during the day. 

Rhinoceros Chameleon    Furcifer rhinoceratus 

Seen well on our night walk near Ampijoroa.  

 

Geckos    Gekkonidae 
Antongil Velvet Gecko    Blaesodactylus antongilensis 

These large and slender geckos were present in our accommodation at Ampijoroa.  

Sakalava Velvet Gecko    Blaesodactylus sakalava 

Seen in the spiny forest at Berenty and again in Zombitse NP.  

Grandidier’s Gecko     Geckolepis typica 

Commonly known as a fish-scaled gecko, we found one after dark at Berenty. 

(Moreau’s Tropical) House Gecko   Hemidactylus mabouia 

Seen at various locations most commonly at Ranomafana.  

Mercator Tropical House Gecko   Hemidactylus mercatorius 

Seen at Ifaty.  

Western Dwarf Gecko    Lygodactylus guibei 

Seen on our night walk near Ampijoroa. 

Mocquard’s Madagascar Ground Gecko  Paroedura bastardi 

Seen at Berenty. 

Panther Gecko     Paroedura picta 

Another big-headed gecko species seen at Berenty on a night walk.  

Striped/Lineated Day Gecko   Phelsuma lineata 

These beautiful geckos were found at Ranomafana, Andasibe and Anjozorobe. 

Madagascar Day Gecko    Phelsuma madagascariensis 

We encountered this large day gecko at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Thicktail Day Gecko     Phelsuma mutabilis 

Seen at Berenty. 

Peacock/Four-spotted Day Gecko   Phelsuma quadriocellata 

We saw this stunning lizard at Ifaty and Ranomafana NP. 

Standing’s Day Gecko    Phelsuma standingi 

These huge day geckos were seen at Ifaty and Zombitse NP.  

Southern (Mossy) Leaf-tailed Gecko  Uroplatus sikorae 

We had a great sighting of this lizard at Anjozorobe. 

 

Plated Lizards    Gerrhosauridae 
Madagascar Keeled (Lesser Plated) Cordylid/Lizard Tracheloptychus madagascariensis 

We saw this attractive lizard at Ifaty and Tulear. 

Western (Wide-tailed) Plated Lizard  Zonosaurus laticaudatus 

This large lizard was seen in Ankarafantsika NP. 

Madagascar Girdled Lizard   Zonosaurus madagascarensis 

We saw this species at Ranomafana and Anjozorobe. 

Three-lined Plated Lizard    Zonosaurus trilineatus 

Seen at Berenty, Tulear and Ranomafana.  
 

 

Skinks    Scincidae 
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Common Madagascar Skink   Madascincus melanopleura 

Seen at Ranomafana.  

 

Iguanas    Iguanidae 
Madagascar Iguana/Three-eyed Lizard  Chalarodon madagascariensis 

This species was common around Ifaty and Tulear, also seen at Berenty. 

Cuvier’s Madagascar Swift/Iguanid  Oplurus cuvieri 

These lizards were conspicuous at Ankarafantsika NP and Ifaty. 

Dumeril’s Madagascar Swift/Four-striped Iguanid Oplurus quadrimaculatus 

We found this iguanid at Isalo NP. 
 

Typical Snakes    Lamprophiidae 
Four-striped Snake     Dromicodryas quadrilineatus 

Seen at Ifaty. 

Mahafaly Sand Snake    Mimophis mahfalensis 

Seen at Ifaty. 

 

Tortoises Testudinidae 
Radiated Tortoise     Astrochelys radiate 

A small one was seen at Ifaty. A real find as these tortoises are critically endangered in the wild.  

 

Annotated List of Amphibians (Total species: 6) 
 

Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition 

(2007).  

 

Madagascar Frogs   Mantellidae 
Ankafana Bright-eyed Frog    Boophis lutues 

This frog was heard often in Andasibe.  

Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog   Boophis madagascariensis 

We found this large brownish tree frog at Andasibe and Anjozorobe. 

Green Bright-eyed Frog    Boophis viridis 

We saw this small, pale green frog on a night walk near Andasibe. 

Baron’s/Harlequin Mantella   Mantella baroni 

We saw one of these lovely frogs in Mantadia NP. 

Betsileo Madagascar Frog    Mantidactylus betsileanus 

These nondescript, vocal little frogs with white-tipped snouts were seen at Ranomafana NP. 

East Betsileo Madagascar Frog   Mantidactylus (Gephyromantis) asper 

Seen at Ranomafana.  
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