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Top five birds as voted for by participants: 
1. Schlegel’s Asity 

2. Scaly Ground Roller 

3. Long-tailed Ground Roller 

4. Velvet Asity 

5. Red-tailed Newtonia 

 

Tour Summary 
 

The island of Madagascar, also popularly known as the ‘8th Continent”, has an incredible fauna 

and floral diversity with a high rate of endemism. It remains one of the must-visit destinations for any 

birder or nature-lover. This particular comprehensive tour yet again proved to be fantastic as the 

guests enjoyed great sightings of most of the islands endemic birds, supplemented with great views and 

experiences of the unique mammals and ‘herps’ that also occur here. We managed to see a very high 

percentage of the species that fall in the 5 endemic bird families occurring on the island as well as 

several other highly sought-after endemics. The combination of unique landscapes, amazing birds, 

endearing lemurs and bizarre reptiles made this an unforgettable tour.  

Highlights on this tour were many and included some of the world’s most sought-after and 

must-see species: all 3 mesites, four of the five ground rollers seen well, the four asities, all extant coua 

species, bizarre Cuckoo-roller, 17 species of remarkable vangas including the ultra-localized Red-

tailed Newtonia and eight of the Malagasy warblers. Sought-after raptors such as Banded Kestrel, 

Madagascar Cuckoo-Hawk and Madagascar Sparrowhawk were some of the other notable highlights. 

An amazing host of fabulous mammals (31 species, of which 24 were lemurs) and “herps” (32 species) 

added to the fantastic experience of this unique island and all that it has to offer the nature-lover. 

 

Our comprehensive wildlife tour of the ‘8th Continent’ began in the country’s busy capital, 

Antananarivo. Our lovely hotel in the capital provided us with a nice introduction to several of the 

more common and widespread Madagascar bird species. The birding highlight to begin the trip was 

discovering the chick and pair of Madagascar Nightjars that are resident in the gardens of the hotel! 

Olive Bee-eater and Malagasy Kestrel were seen flying overhead, while in the gardens of the hotel, we 

had Malagasy White-eye, Madagascan Mannikin, Souimanga Sunbird, Malagasy Brush Warbler, Red 

Fody and Madagascan Stonechat at various times during the morning. 

 

 
Madagascar Nightjar chick at Antananarivo  
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Tsarasaotra Park or Lake Alarobia was our birding stop in the late afternoon having traversed 

the outskirts of Tana with its rice paddies and busy streets to reach our destination. At the edges of the 

two lakes, Common Moorhen strode around, Grey Heron and Great Egrets stood still staring at the 

water below in search of their next meal. Anatids were prominent with large numbers of Red-billed 

Teal and White-faced Whistling Duck present whilst a handful of Hottentot Teals and a single Knob-

billed Duck were also in attendance. As with the previous year we had the good fortune of finding 

several endangered Meller’s Ducks at Lake Alarobia. This large and not so colorful species has become 

increasingly difficult to find in other parts of Madagascar and we were spoilt in seeing this species so 

close to the hustle and bustle of the capital city. Another bonus and real special, was finding a single 

Madagascan Grebe amongst the throngs of ducks in the open water. Several heron and egret species 

were to be seen at the lake with all roosting or breeding in the reed beds, including: Black, Squacco, 

Malagasy Pond and Black-crowned Night Herons, as well as Western Cattle and Dimorphic Egrets. 

Malagasy Coucals were heard repeatedly before finally seeing an individual perched prominently atop 

the reeds. Exposed branches along the edge of the two lakes had several Malagasy Kingfishers and 

throughout the afternoon Mascarene Martins could be seen flying overhead, as they searched for 

insects. It had been a lovely first day and introduction to some of Madagascar’s birds and we returned 

to our hotel full of anticipation for what lay ahead.  

 

We had a particularly early start the following morning as we made our way to Ivato 

International Airport for our flight to Mahajanga in the North West of Madagascar. The drive from 

Mahajanga to our accommodation at Ampijoroa in Ankarafantsika National Park took us through dry 

grassland, where once dry forest and woodland would have stood. Lots of Pied Crows and a few 

Malagasy Black swifts were the only avian highlights on this trip as we reached Ampijoroa Forest 

Station at around lunchtime. The campsite itself is abuzz with bird activity and before long we had seen 

Broad-billed Roller, Madagascan Hoopoe, Crested Drongo, Malagasy Bulbul, Lesser Vasa Parrot and 

Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher.  

 

 
Cuvier’s Madagascar Swift at Ankarafantsika National Park (NP) 
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That afternoon we made our first explorations into the dry deciduous woodlands of Ampijoroa, 

which harbor many thrilling endemic birds, entertaining mammals and a good number of reptiles. 

Madagascan Magpie-Robin, Common Newtonia and Malagasy Turtle Dove, which would be seen on 

several further occasions throughout the tour, were seen on this walk for the first time. Frances’s 

Sparrowhawk, two Red-capped Couas and a Torotoroka Scops Owl on its day roost were other 

highlights during this first afternoon of birding around Ampijoroa. The undoubted highlight was 

however finding our first species of mesite; the White-breasted Mesite. Restricted to the dry forests of 

the North West of Madagascar this was a special find and we were able to enjoy very decent looks at a 

pair of these strange birds. Whilst walking the trails we happened upon a beautiful Giant Hog-nosed 

Snake as it moved across the trail and off into the thicker undergrowth. 

 The night walk along a small track at the edge of the forest proved productive with the tiny 

Grey Mouse Lemur, arboreal Western Tuft-tailed Rat and furry Western Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur all 

seen well. Oustalet’s and Rhinoceros Chameleons were the reptilian highlights under the night sky, 

whilst we also enjoyed watching a Commerson’s Leaf-nosed Bat foraging on flying insects that were 

attracted by our torches and headlamps. At supper, after the night walk, the shrieking calls of Milne-

Edward’s Sportive Lemurs rung out from the surrounding trees. After some searching, we managed to 

locate the creatures responsible for the noise high up in the trees, looking at us seemingly bemused and 

rather curious as to why we were shining lights in their eyes. We returned to our accommodation very 

satisfied after another successful day.   

  

The next day we ventured out early into the “ground-water forest” in search of probably the 

area’s most highly sought-after and sensational species; the spectacular Schlegel’s Asity. This slightly 

moister forest habitat compared to the area searched the previous afternoon had Madagascan Cuckoo, 

Crested Coua, Blue Vanga, Long-billed Bernieria and Madagascan Cuckooshrike as we continued 

along the tracks listening and looking for the asity. Our local guide brought us to the nest of the asity 

where we were able to see the female well but, unfortunately, any good views of the more dazzling and 

good-looking male eluded us! Some of the guests were fortunate to see a beautiful male Malagasy 

Green Sunbird as we returned to our vehicle. Back at the campsite we had several Grey-headed 

Lovebirds, White-headed Vanga and Sakalava Weavers to add to our ever-growing species list. In the 

dry forest after breakfast the highlights included close up views of the lovely Rufous Vanga, a further 

view of a single White-breasted Mesite, Madagascan Green Pigeon, Cuckoo Roller in flight high above 

the forest and Coquerel’s Coua. Mammals were prominent with good views of Brown Lemurs and 

Coquerel’s Sifakas in camp and on the trail along with a single Lorenz Von Liburnau’s Woolly Lemur 

at its day roost in the dry forest. With the temperature rising we made our way to a small wetland 

nearby where, after a bit of searching, we located our main target here, the Madagascan Jacana. A few 

Namaqua Doves came and went landing briefly at the water’s edge and, after a quick drink, flew off as 

quickly as they had appeared.  

In the late afternoon we had a boat trip on the nearby Lake Ravelobe. Top of the wish-list for 

the boat trip was Madagascan Fish Eagle, a species that is globally critically endangered with a world 

population of less than 200 birds! A pair of these majestic eagles is resident on the lake and we were 

fortunate in finding and enjoying some superb views of one of them, as it perched on an exposed dead 

tree in beautiful afternoon sunlight! Rather unexpectedly a Madagascan Buzzard was also seen well, 

perched in a stand of tall trees at the opposite side of the lake to where the fish eagle was perched. 

Nearby a rather large Nile Crocodile was seen slowly swimming through the water, only the top of its 

head visible above water. Purple and Striated Herons, Little Bitterns and several Glossy Ibis were 

found along the lake edge along with several species previously seen including Malagasy Coucal, 

Malagasy Kingfisher and Black Heron to name a few. It would take most of the boat trip before we 
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finally located a single juvenile Allen’s Gallinule and unfortunately this particular individual was not 

very co-operative and quickly dashed into the thicker vegetation lining the edge of the water.  

 

 
Madagascan Fish Eagle at Lake Ravelobe 

 

Other exciting species that were seen during our stay at Ampijoroa included the incredible 

Sickle-billed Vanga, with its whaling call. Friendly Cuvier’s Madagascar Swifts, Madagascar and 

Western Plated Lizards scurried around the campsite, while family troops of endearing Coquerel’s 

Sifaka were certainly one of the main highlights of our stay and were a favorite as they foraged in the 

canopy close to where we had our meals.  

 

Early the next morning saw us head back to Mahajanga and the fabled Betsiboke Delta. The 

extensive mudflats and mangroves are an ideal habitat for several shorebird species. Grey and Common 

Ringed Plovers, Whimbrel, Common Greenshank, Common and Curlew Sandpipers and Sanderling 

were seen during our exploration of the delta. Overhead we also had good looks at the lovely 

Madagascan Harrier-Hawk and several Yellow-billed Kites. The main highlight however was finding 

our two main targets for the morning, the localised and habitat specialised Malagasy Scared Ibis and 

after much searching a pair of Bernier’s Teals! Found only in coastal mangrove areas this was the only 

possibility on the tour to find the ibis and we managed good views during the course of our boat trip. 

The teal is restricted almost entirely to the delta and, with the tide still being high, it was great that we 

did indeed manage to find these small ducks.  

In the afternoon, a visit to a wetland near Mahajanga had several African Pygmy Geese and 

White-faced Whistling Ducks. The former species blending in well with the water lily covered water. 

Kittlitz’s and Three-banded Plovers scurried along the water’s edge, African Palm Swifts whizzed by 

overhead and good numbers of Black Herons were observed doing the ‘umbrella’ fishing technique. A 

scarce bird for any Madagascar trip, three African Openbill storks at the wetland and possibly the 

highlight and most unexpected species was a single Madagascan Jacana striding across the lily leaves 

amongst several ducks and herons.  
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Black Herons fishing at a wetland near Mahajanga 

 

The following day was a travel day back to our hotel in Tana. Many of the birds seen on day 

one in the gardens were present with the highlight a Madagascan Wagtail pair on the nest near to some 

of the rooms.  

 

The next leg of our trip saw us heading out east to our first forest destination of Anjozorobe 

where we spent one night at a lovely lodge at the edge of a long band of beautiful ridge-top forest. A 

short distance from our lodge, in a patch of short grassland, we found the first Madagascan Lark for the 

tour. Having settled in to our accommodation we headed out into the surrounding forests for an 

afternoon walk. Anjozorobe’s forests are quiet and birding can be difficult, but we did manage to find 

several species amongst a few mixed species flocks that we encountered during our time in the forest. 

Above the canopy of the forest, a pair of Madagascan Blue Pigeons perched briefly before flying off. In 

the forest we set off in search of the first ground roller species possible for the tour. Having heard the 

one-note ‘boom’ call of the Pitta-like Ground Roller we eventually found a bird perched. A beautiful 

bird and a great way to start the afternoon! A mixed flock had the usually skulking White-throated 

Oxylabes, Tylas Vanga and the forest dwelling Nelicourvi Weaver. Our local guide also managed to 

find the stunning male Velvet Asity and we were delighted to also obtain views of the less common of 

the fodies, the Forest Fody. A night walk that evening had everyone excited when we found an 

amazing Mossy Leaf-tailed Gecko whilst also seeing several O’Shaughnessy’s Chameleons and the 

nocturnal Eastern Woolly Lemur. Our day in Anjozorobe certainly had not disappointed!  
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Pitta-like Ground Roller at Anjozorobe 

 

 Leaving our lovely lodge and the town of Anjozorobe behind, we made our way to Andasibe 

and the eastern rainforests of Perinet and Mantadia. These rainforest reserves in the east of the country 

protect reasonably sized tracts of mid-altitude broad-leaved evergreen forest and harbor some of 

Madagascar’s most highly acclaimed species. Like most rainforest sites, Perinet and Mantadia require a 

lot of hard work, perseverance and patience, but in so doing, offer great reward. A visit to Perinet or 

Analamazaotra Special Reserve in the late afternoon produced several specials and experiences never 

to be forgotten. Green, Stripe-throated and Common Jerys were seen calling from exposed perches 

above the canopy and were heard at various points throughout our time walking along the trails. A pair 

of Cuckoo Rollers was found perched within the canopy, providing for some great viewing. Our expert 

local guide also managed to find two Collared Nightjars, the delightful Rainforest Scops Owl and the 

scarce Madagascan Owl on their respective day roost perches! One of the main attractions in this 

reserve is the only reasonable chance of finding Red-breasted Coua on the comprehensive tour. Again 

we were fortunate in getting good views of this shy bird as it walked, rather quickly, in the slightly 

gloomy interior of the forest.  A visit to this special reserve also allows guests the possibility of seeing 

arguably Madagascar’s most iconic lemur; the Indri. We were truly spoilt with great views of a family 

group, shortly before having to make our way out of the forest. Incredibly, whilst watching these 

spectacular animals, three Blue Couas added to the incredible experience as we watched these turaco-

like birds bound and ‘run’ through the canopy in a turaco-like manner.  

 

Mantadia National Park, protecting a large tract of primary rainforest and lying just to the north 

of Perinet, was to be our main area of focus for the next two days of our trip. Rand’s Warblers sang 

noisily from treetops and a lovely Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher was seen along the road as we made 

our way into the forest. Red-tailed and Nuthatch Vanga, Madagascan Flufftail, Wedge-tailed Jery, 

Spectacled Tetraka, Ward’s Flycatcher, Greater Vasa Parrot and Dark Newtonia were some of the 

highlights seen over the two days. A small lake in the forest had Meller’s Duck, Madagascan Grebe 

and several new species for our trip, including Madagascan Swamp Warbler, Madagascan Starling, 
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Madagascan Spinetail and Forest Fody. The stand out birds over the two days would certainly have to 

be the ground roller species that were seen. This endemic family contains five species, three of which 

we found in Mantadia NP. Having seen Pitta-like Ground Roller at Anjozorobe we had improved views 

of this stunning species in Mantadia. Arguably more impressive was finding both Short-legged and 

Scaly Ground Rollers after many hours of searching and listening for the distinctive booming calls. We 

had nothing short of phenomenal views of Short-legged Ground Roller and had to settle for distant 

views of the shy and skulking Scaly Ground Roller late in the afternoon on the second day, having 

braved the rain. Not to be completely outdone by the colorful birds was a tiny Painted Mantella frog 

that the local guide found amongst the leaf litter. Resembling the poison arrow frogs of South America 

but not actually being poisonous, these mantellas are stunning little creatures. All in all it had been a 

hugely successful couple of days in some of the last remaining primary rainforest in these parts.  

 

 
Painted Mantella in Mantadia NP 

 

 
Short-legged Ground Roller at Mantadia NP 
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Mammals are a prominent feature in these forests and in particular we were able to find some of 

the most prized lemurs during our time in them. Brown Lemurs were a fairly common sight with 

several family groups seen. Indri was heard more often than seen and the stunning and similarly large 

Diademed Sifakas were a real highlight as well. A further bonus was seeing two Black-and-white 

Ruffed Lemurs leap across a gap in the canopy of several meters, their white ‘ruffed’ fur edges almost 

as acting as a sail as they seemed to fly across from one tree to the next! It was an incredible sighting of 

an increasingly rare and endangered lemur.  

Night walks in the area provided us with various species not possible during the day and we 

were thrilled to find Furry-eared Dwarf and Goodman’s Mouse Lemurs. Reptiles and amphibians were 

another major highlight of these walks and in particular the different species of chameleons that we 

found. Short-horned, Parson’s, Nose-horned and Perinet Chameleons were all seen on several 

occasions. 

 

 With our time in the eastern rainforests finished, for the time being, our next stop took us to the 

south eastern corner of the island and an early morning start in Andohahela National Park. The forest 

here was strikingly quiet with Rufous Vanga and Common Newtonias the most noticeable birds. We 

had one particular target on this morning, the localized Red-tailed Newtonia which occurs here. 

Fortunately it did not take us long to locate two birds and having found these we were treated to further 

views of three more on our way back to the vehicles. This marked the first Rockjumper Comprehensive 

tour to have seen this species! Having achieved this little milestone we made the long drive to Berenty.  

We arrived at Berenty in the late afternoon and, after checking in, embarked on a short stroll 

through the adjacent gallery forest in search of several birds, some interesting mammals and some of 

the fascinating reptiles that occur here. A breeding colony of noisy Sakalava Weavers greeted us in the 

parking lot, as we walked toward the forest. A male Frances’s Sparrowhawk, Giant Coua striding along 

the forest floor, Crested Couas in the treetops, Hook-billed Vanga and both White-browed Hawk-Owl 

and Western Barn Owl on their respective day roosts all provided for some special moments. Berenty is 

synonymous with lemurs and the species found in the forest and around the accommodation are all 

confiding and used to humans, allowing for great sightings and photographic opportunities. The 

‘Berenty’ Lemurs, a hybrid between Brown and Red-fronted Brown Lemurs were common and seen on 

several occasions. However it was seeing the ‘dancing’ Verreaux’s Sifakas and the world-renowned 

and famous Ring-tailed Lemurs that stole the show! In our short stay at Berenty we managed to find 

and see all these species well, much to the delight of everyone in the group. 

 

 
Hook-billed Vanga at Berenty 
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Ring-tailed Lemur at Berenty 

 

 
Ring-tailed Lemurs at Berenty 
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Verreaux’s Sifaka at Berenty 

 

 

That evening, a short pre-dinner night walk produced several White-footed Sportive Lemurs, 

Warty Chameleon and a great view of a calling Madagascan Nightjar.  

 

 Returning to Fort Dauphin from Berenty the following morning, we hopped onto a short 

domestic flight to Tulear where we were greeted by our drivers before a drive up the west coast to 

Ifaty. This was our base for the next three nights, to explore the spiny forest in the surrounding areas 

for several birds found nowhere else in the world as well as some peculiar mammals and interesting 

reptiles. A short stop at some wetlands preceding Ifaty is where we found the delightful Greater 

Painted-snipe, good numbers of Little Grebe, a single Greater Flamingo and a solitary Whiskered Tern 

that was fluttering over the open expanse of water. Shorebirds were also present including White-

fronted and Kittlitz’s Plovers, Whimbrel, Common Greenshank and Curlew Sandpiper. As we neared 

Ifaty and our accommodation, the sandy road had good numbers of Namaqua Dove and Madagascan 

Lark whilst the surrounding shrubby vegetation had Madagascan Cisticolas prominently perched atop 

bushes and trees calling incessantly. We reached our accommodation for the next three nights in the 

early evening.  

  

The spiny forest around Ifaty, where a variety of exciting and exceptionally localized birds are 

on offer, was our main area of focus the following two mornings and one afternoon. This unique 

habitat of giant Baobabs - most of them being hundreds of years old - along with many species of 

Didierea, Pachypodium and Euphorbia is a very unique area. It supports two ultra-localized and highly 

sought-after birds that occur nowhere else in the world. These are the bizarre Subdesert Mesite and 

roadrunner-like Long-tailed Ground Roller. The first morning exploring the spiny forest resulted in 

great finds of several scarce and rare raptors including Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk, great views of the 

large Madagascan Sparrowhawk, Madagascan Harrier-Hawk at its nest site and a Banded Kestrel in 

typical pose atop a Didierea. Stripe-throated and Common Jery were prominent as they sang from the 

highest points on bare branches and again mostly atop the bizarre octopus-like Didierea trees.  
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Banded Kestrel at Ifaty 

 

Chabert, White-headed and Sickle-billed Vangas, Archbold’s Newtonia, Subdesert Brush 

Warbler, Thamnornis, Running Coua and the threatened and localized Lafresnaye’s Vanga all showed 

well during this morning. The top moment of the morning was finding not one but two Long-tailed 

Ground Rollers! Everyone in the group had fantastic views of these spectacular birds. It was an 

incredibly special and satisfying morning for everyone there!  

 

 
Long-tailed Ground Roller at Ifaty 
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  In the afternoon, a search of some mudflats, salt marsh and shoreline failed to turn up 

Madagascan Plover although Kittlitz’s and White-fronted Plovers and Ruddy Turnstone were some of 

the noteworthy species seen.  

  

 The second morning in the spiny forest was focused entirely on finding the bizarre Subdesert 

Mesite. Not only did we obtain fantastic views of both sexes we were also able to observe this bird’s 

bizarre behavior of perching horizontally and freezing for several minutes without moving! 

Unfortunately the second sighting of the Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk was not as enjoyable as the bird 

was found dead, possibly killed by the female Madagascan Sparrowhawk. That afternoon we returned 

to the spiny forest in search of other peculiarities that occur here. We were spoilt in finding a roosting 

Petter’s Sportive Lemur, the spiny Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec, several Madagascan Iguanas and, from a 

birding perspective, we found the tiny Madagascan Buttonquail, as well as more views of several 

species including Banded Kestrel.  

 

 
Subdesert Mesite female at Ifaty 
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Subdesert Mesite male at Ifaty 

 

 One of the other main targets in the Ifaty area is the Madagascan Plover which we had missed 

on the first attempt during the first afternoon in the area. Returning to the same area we found several 

Common Greenshank, Ruddy Turnstone and Whimbrel and fortunately, on this occasion, it did not take 

long to locate a few of the plovers. Strikingly similar in appearance and size to Kittlitz’s Plovers these 

are rather neat and pretty little birds and we were delighted to finally find them. Back at our 

accommodation, the delightful Peacock and Standing’s Day Geckos were present and provided some 

wildlife entertainment during the warmer hours of the day.  

 

After breakfast the following morning, we headed out of Tulear to the nearby Coral Rag Scrub 

habitat around the diagnostic landmark of La Tabla. We would search this area for two main targets, 

Red-shouldered Vanga and Verreaux’s Coua. The vanga showed particularly well and everyone 

managed to get several good views of this lovely bird. Our search for the coua was far more difficult 

and, although we finally managed to locate a bird, it did not hang around too long before disappearing 

into the dense scrub. As frustrating as an experience like that can be, it was a good reminder that not 

everything seen in nature is a picture-perfect sighting.  
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Verreaux’s Coua near La Tabla  

 

 Our birding around Tulear took us to the local arboretum in the late afternoon. Here the 

highlights were a female Madagascan Buttonquail, the green-capped subspecies of Red-capped Coua, 

another Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec, two Grey-brown Mouse Lemurs and a lovely Warty Chameleon. The 

variety of reptiles, mammals and birds really make Madagascar a special destination! 

   

The last birding stop during our time in Tulear was a visit to the offshore island of Nosy Ve. 

The journey to this island began in a rather interesting manner with a zebu cart journey to the speedboat 

in the bay. Having all had an interesting, and for most, first time experience of a zebu cart, we 

embarked the speedboat and headed off to the island. A brief stop to scan the St Augustin cliffs allowed 

great views of Malagasy Black Swift, a Peregrine Falcon, at what appeared to be its nesting site, and 

finally, the elusive and large Humblot’s Heron on its nest. Across the open water we observed 

Saunders’s and Caspian Terns. The Red-tailed Tropicbird breeding colony was a sight to behold once 

we reached the island but the undoubted highlight was seeing a small group of around twelve Crab-

plovers. These interesting birds allowed us to approach slowly and get quite close. The tiny island of 

Nosy Ve also provides the opportunity of some snorkeling. Having snorkeled and finished watching 

tropicbirds we headed back to the settlement of Anakao for lunch. Here we found another localized 

special, the Littoral Rock Thrush. These birds had made a nest under the roof of our lunch spot and we 

were able to see both sexes well. It was a real treat whilst enjoying another superb seafood lunch. 

Having had lunch, we returned to the speedboat and headed back to Tulear and our hotel for the rest of 

the day.  
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Red-tailed Tropicbird at Nosy Ve Island 

 

 Our next destination was the beautiful limestone cliff and rocky outcrop region of Isalo 

National Park situated in the south central region of Madagascar. To get there required a long bus 

journey with a stop along the way, in the deciduous forest of Zombitse. Here, we spent the better part 

of the morning, along the trails in the forest, searching particularly for Appert’s Tetraka which is 

almost entirely restricted to this forest. We had great views of Rufous and Hook-billed Vanga and 

managed to find both Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur and Verreaux’s Sifakas that also occur here. A young 

Giant Hog-nosed Snake was seen by some as it dug down into the soil looking for some food and a 

large Oustalet’s Chameleon was another memorable sighting. The highlight of the morning was finding 

a very co-operative Appert’s Tetraka that perched wonderfully for photographic opportunities. Whilst 

having our lunch, we were joined by a pair of Giant Couas that were hoping for any morsels thrown 

their way. Having had a successful morning, and needing to reach Isalo timeously, we continued our 

journey inland.  

 Having checked in to our wonderful lodge set in the rocky outcrops of Isalo, our 

attention turned to finding some of the local specials. A male Benson’s Rock Thrush (a subspecies of 

Forest Rock Thrush) was found singing atop one of the chalets at our accommodation. Walking 

through some tall grassland resulted in us flushing a single Marsh Owl and later finding the real prize 

for the afternoon, a pair of Madagascan Partridge. For what was mostly a travel day, we had managed 

to find several interesting and special birds, mammals and reptiles making it another enjoyable day on 

the trip.  
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Appert’s Tetraka at Zombitse NP 

 

 
Scenery at Isalo NP 

 

Our final area of exploration was the rainforest and wetlands in Ranomafana National Park in 

the east. This part of the tour is usually one of the major highlights of any birding tour to Madagascar. 

On this tour it certainly did not disappoint. The park protects a fairly large tract of mid-altitude 

rainforest and is home to a host of exciting endemic Malagasy species. Ranomafana was initially 

proclaimed to protect the only known populations of the localized Golden Bamboo Lemur, which was 

discovered in the area in the late 1980s, and we were extremely fortunate to see this rare primate during 

our stay in the park. 
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Several endemic bird species occur in the forests of Ranomafana and we managed to obtain 

views of many of these specials during our two full days exploring the park. Crossley’s and Pollen’s 

Vangas, Malagasy Green Sunbird, Common and Yellow-bellied Sunbird-Asities, Madagascan Blue 

Pigeon, Forest Rock Thrush, Cryptic Warbler and Brown Mesite were all seen well. Further views of 

Pitta-like Ground Roller were had and some of the group briefly glimpsed a very difficult and unco-

operative Rufous-headed Ground Roller! At the wetland site we were delighted to have great views of a 

Madagascan Snipe as well as the usually shy and skulking Grey Emutail!  

On the mammal front we had the good fortune of seeing as many as four Malagasy Ring-tailed 

Mongoose, several Eastern Red Forest Rats and even had our local guide show us a Tailess Tenrec! 

Lemurs were also a major highlight and we had superb views of Red-bellied Lemurs, Milne-Edward’s 

Sifaka, the Ranomafana subspecies of Lesser (Eastern) Bamboo Lemur and the already-mentioned 

Golden Bamboo Lemur. On one of the night walks we also had the miniscule Rufous Mouse Lemur.  

On the night walks that we undertook, several chameleons were prominent as well as frogs. 

Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog, Boophis Pyrrhus and Betsileo Madagascar Frog were some of the most 

common amphibians on the walks. Elongate Leaf, Blue-legged, Nose-horned and O’Shaughnessy’s 

Chameleons provided good photographic opportunities throughout the walks. During the day, Striped 

Day Geckos were numerous at our accommodation and we found a Madagascar Ground Boa at the 

wetland site.  

 

Unfortunately our time on the ‘8th Continent’ was drawing to a close and after an amazing three 

weeks together we returned to Tana to connect with our flights home.  

 

Furtehr photographs from the tour 

 

 
White-browed Hawk-Owl pair at Berenty 
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Chabert’s Vanga at Ifaty 

 

 

 
Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur at Zombitse NP 
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Annotated List of Birds (Total species seen: 173 of which 5 heard only) 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). 2016. IOC World Bird List (v 6.1) 

Notes are provided where Clements differs. 

 

Key to abbreviations: 

E: an endemic species  

NE: a near-endemic species (i.e. occurring in the Malagasy region only) 

BE: a breeding endemic species 

I: an introduced species 
 

Conservation Status 

CR: critical    EN: endangered   VU: vulnerable   NT: near-threatened    
 

 

Ducks & Geese    Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

We had sightings at Lac Alarobia, near Ankarafantsika and at the Sacred Lake at Mahajanga. 

Knob-billed Duck     Sarkidiornis melanotos 

We found a female at Lac Alarobia. 
NOTE: Clements does not accept the split between Knob-billed Duck [Sarkidiornis melanotos] and Comb Duck 

[Sarkidiornis sylvicola] but lumps it with Comb Duck [Sarkidiornis melanotos]. 

African Pygmy Goose    Nettapus auritus 

We saw about fifteen of these stunning birds near Mahajanga.  

Meller’s Duck (E) (EN)    Anas melleri 

As many as fourteen of these large ducks were found at Lac Alarobia with further sightings of a pair at 

Mantadia NP and five birds at a wetland in Ranomafana NP . 

Bernier’s Teal (E) (EN)    Anas bernieri 

We found a pair of these endangered ducks on the Betsiboka Delta. 
NOTE: This globally threatened endemic, currently known only from a few inaccessible sites on the west coast of 

Madagascar, has rarely been recorded until is discovery at this site by Rockjumper Birding Tours in 1999. “Only 

significant recent counts are 60 on Masama Lake in 1970 and 61 on Bemamba Lake in 1973” Volume 1; HBW.  

Red-billed Teal      Anas erythrorhyncha 

Abundant on Lac Alarobia. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Red-billed Duck. 
Hottentot Teal     Anas hottentota 

Four of these small duck were seen at Lac Alarobia. 

 

Guineafowl    Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl (I)    Numida meleagris 

Common around Berenty.  
NOTE: This African species was introduced to Madagascar by early colonists. 

 

Pheasant’s & Allies   Phasianidae 
Madagascan Partridge (E)    Margaroperdix madagascarensis 

We had superb views of a male and flushed the nearby female in Isalo NP.  

 

Grebes    Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe       Tachybaptus ruficollis  
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Good numbers were seen at the wetlands between Tulear and Ifaty. 

Madagascan Grebe (E) (VU)   Tachybaptus pelzelnii 

We found a singleton at Lac Alarobia, with further great views of three birds at Mantadia NP. 
NOTE: Globally threatened and declining due to habitat loss, introduction of exotic fish, and competition (and possibly 

hybridization) with Little Grebe. 

 

Flamingos    Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

A singleton was seen at the wetlands near Ifaty. 
 

Tropicbirds    Phaethontidae 
Red-tailed Tropicbird    Phaethon rubricauda 

We observed this lovely species on Nosy Ve, where it was breeding. 

 

Storks    Ciconiidae 
African Openbill     Anastomus lamelligerus 

Not a common bird on the island by any stretch, we found two birds near Mahajanga.  

 

Ibises & Spoonbills    Threskiornithidae 
Malagasy Sacred Ibis (NE) (EN)   Threskiornis bernieri 

Good views of at least two birds on the Betsiboka Delta. 
NOTE: A globally threatened species restricted to largely inaccessible wetlands in western Madagascar and Aldabra 

Island. This species is often considered merely a race of the widespread Sacred Ibis of the African mainland and is treated 

as such by Clements. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

Seen at Lac Ravelobe. 

 

Herons    Ardeidae 

Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutus 

A singleton was seen, unfortunately not by all, at Lake Ravelobe.  

Black-crowned Night-Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

This species was plentiful at Lac Alarobia. 

Striated Heron     Butorides striatus 

Seen at Lake Ravelobe, near Mahajanga, in rice paddies between Andasibe and Anjazorobe and near 

Ifaty. 
NOTE: Represented in Madagascar by the race B. s. rutenbergi, which tends to be darker than its African counterpart, with 

a reddish neck reminiscent of the American B. s. virens (Green Heron). 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

Seen at various rice paddies and wetlands including Lac Alarobia and Lac Ravelobe. 

Malagasy Pond Heron (BE) (EN)   Ardeola idea 

We had good sightings at Lac Alarobia of this species in full breeding plumage. 
NOTE: A regional endemic breeder that is considered vulnerable and declining due to habitat loss and competition with 

Squacco Heron. 

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

A widespread and commonly encountered species at wetlands and rice paddies throughout. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea  

Recorded at various locations including Lac Alarobia and nesting on the San Augustin cliffs.  

Humblot’s Heron (E) (EN)    Ardea humbloti 

We found a single bird on a nest on the San Augustin cliffs. 
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NOTE: A globally threatened species essentially restricted to Madagascar but with vagrant records elsewhere. 
Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea  

Common on Lac Ravelobe and seen on nearby rice paddies.  

Great Egret      Ardea alba 

Commonly encountered in rice paddies/wetlands throughout the island. 

Black Heron      Egretta ardesiaca 

Our best sighting was of around two dozen birds feeding at the Sacred Lake.  

Dimorphic Egret     Egretta dimorpha 

We recorded this species on many days of the tour, mostly white morph birds, with predominantly dark 

morph birds along the coast. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes lumped by authorities as a distinct subspecies of the widespread Little Egret, Egretta 

garzetta. Clements treats it as a subspecies of Little Egret. 

 

Hamerkop    Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta  

Singletons or pairs were occasionally seen in rice paddies throughout with a nesting pair at our 

accommodation near Anjozorobe. 

 

Hawks & Eagles    Accipitridae 
Madagascan Harrier-Hawk (E)   Polyboroides radiatus 

good views of three birds at the Betsiboke Delta with subsequent sightings en route to Anjozorobe and 

fantastic views of a pair at the nest site at Ifaty.  

Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk (E)   Aviceda madagascariensis 

We had a wonderful sighting of a single bird at Ifaty only to find it dead the following day (possibly 

killed by the female Madagascar Sparrowhawk).  

Frances's Sparrowhawk (NE)   Accipiter francesii  

This small accipiter was seen briefly at Ampijoroa with a subsequent good scope view of a male at 

Berenty. 

Madagascan Sparrowhawk (E) (NT)  Accipiter madagascariensis 

A pair of this scarce species was seen well at Ifaty. 

Black Kite      Milvus migrans 

This species showed well in the Berenty area. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split into two, Yellow-billed and Black Kite. This split is currently not recognized by 

Clements or the IOC. 

Yellow-billed Kite     Milvus aegyptius 

The most widely seen raptor of the trip; common over roads and open habitats. 

Madagascan Fish Eagle (E) (CR)   Haliaeetus vociferoides 

We had excellent views of one of these critically endangered birds at Lake Ravelobe.    
NOTE: This is one of the world’s rarest raptors, with a total global population of no more than 60 pairs. 

Madagascan Buzzard (E)    Buteo brachypterus 

Seen at several locations with the best views at Mantadia NP.  

 

Mesites    Mesitornithidae 
White-breasted Mesite (E) (VU)   Mesitornis variegata 

A pair was seen well at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Brown Mesite (E) (VU)    Mesitornis unicolor 

we had phenomenal views of a pair at Ranomafana NP.  
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Subdesert Mesite (E) (VU)    Monias benschi 

Spoilt with great views of first a female and then a male in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 

 

Flufftails    Sarothruridae 
Madagascan Flufftail (E)    Sarothrura insularis 

Heard at various sites with decent views of a male in Mantadia NP. 

 

Rails & Gallinules    Rallidae 
Madagascan Wood Rail (E)    Canirallus kioloides 

Unfortunately this stunning rail was heard only in Ranomafana NP. 

Madagascan Rail (E) (VU)    Rallus madagascariensis 

Frustratingly heard only on this trip at various sites. 

White-throated Rail (E)    Dryolimnas cuvieri  

Surprisingly we only heard this species at Lac Alarobia. 
NOTE: Some authorities consider the nominate Madagascar race of this bird as distinctive from the near-flightless Aldabra 

Island race, making this another endemic rallid to Madagascar. This is accepted by the IOC. 

Baillon's Crake     Porzana pusilla  

a noisy but very shy rallid that was heard only near Ifaty. 

Allen’s Gallinule     Porphyrio alleni 

A single immature was seen well but briefly at Lake Ravelobe.  

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus  

Seen at Lac Alarobia, the Sacred Lake and Mantadia NP. 

 

Buttonquails   Turnicidae 
Madagascan Buttonquail (E)   Turnix nigricollis 

We encountered this species at several sites, including Ifaty, Tulear and Isalo NP. 

 

Crab Plover    Dromadidae 
Crab-plover      Dromas ardeola  

We saw a group of twelve of these peculiar birds at Nosy Ve.  

 

Avocets & Stilts    Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus  

Seen at the Sacred Lake and the wetlands near Ifaty. 

 

Plovers   Charadriidae 
Grey Plover      Pluvialis squatarola 

Seen on the Betsiboke Delta and on Nosy Ve.  

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula  

Seen at the Ifaty wetlands and Betsiboke Delta. 

Madagascan Plover (E) (VU)   Charadrius thoracicus 

After much searching we finally found one of these neat plovers near Ifaty.  

Kittlitz's Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

Common at the Sacred Lake and the wetlands near Ifaty. 

Three-banded Plover      Charadrius tricollaris  

Also observed at the Sacred Lake and around Ifaty. 
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White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus  

Seen near Ifaty and on Nosy Ve. 

 

Painted Snipes    Rostratulidae 
Greater Painted Snipe    Rostratula benghalensis 

Great views of three different birds at the wetlands near Ifaty.  

 

Jacanas    Jacanidae 
Madagascan Jacana (E) (NT)   Actophilornis albinucha 

A single bird was seen distantly near Ankarafantsika NP with subsequently better views of a singleton 

at the Sacred Lake. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies    Scolopacidae 

Madagascar Snipe (E) (VU)    Gallinago macrodactyla 

We had good flight views of a bird at a marsh in Ranomafana NP. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

This large shorebird was seen at the Betsiboka Delta, Tulear, Nosy Ve and near Ifaty. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

Seen at the Betsiboka Delta, Tulear and the wetlands near Ifaty. 

Common Sandpiper     Tringa hypoleucos 

We found this at the Sacred Lake en route to Andasibe and the wetlands near Ifaty.  

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

Seen at Tulear and Nosy Ve.  

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

Seen at the Betsiboke Delta and on Nosy Ve. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

Seen at the Betsiboka Delta and near Ifaty. 

 

Gulls & Terns    Laridae 

Caspian Tern      Hydropogne caspia 

A single adult bird was seen on Nosy Ve.  

Saunders’s Tern     Sterna saundersi 

This diminutive tern was seen en route to Nosy Ve.  

Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias leucopterus 

We had very distant views of a single bird at the wetlands near Ifaty.  

 

Pigeons & Doves    Columbidae 
Rock Dove (I)      Columba livia 

This introduced bird was widespread and fairly common in urban/settlement areas throughout the 

Island. 

Malagasy Turtle Dove (E)    Columba picturata  

Recorded at numerous sites during this tour.  

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

Common in the drier areas like Ankarafantsika NP, Berenty and Ifaty. 

Madagascan Green Pigeon (NE)   Treron australis  

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Mantadia NP and Berenty.  
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Madagascan Blue Pigeon (E)   Alectroenas madagascariensis 

Seen well at Ranomfana NP, with distant views at Anjozorobe and Mantadia NP. 

 

Cuckoos, Couas & Coucals     Cuculidae 
Malagasy Coucal (NE)    Centropus toulou  

Seen or heard almost every day.  

Crested Coua (E)     Coua cristata  

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Berenty and Ifaty. 

Verreaux's Coua (E) (NT)    Coua verreauxi 

We had brief but good views of a single bird at La Tabla.  

Blue Coua (E)     Coua caerulea 

Seen well at most of the rainforest sites with the highlight being a pair nest building in Mantadia NP.  

Red-capped Coua (E)    Coua ruficeps 

Seen well at Ankarafantsika NP and the Green-capped (olivaceiceps) subspecies was seen en route to 

Berenty and at Tulear. 

Red-fronted Coua (E)    Coua reynaudii 

This shy species was heard only at Mantadia NP.  

Coquerel's Coua (E)     Coua coquereli 

Seen well at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Running Coua (E)     Coua cursor 

We had fantastic views of this localised species at Ifaty.  

Giant Coua (E)     Coua gigas 

This impressive species gave us superlative views at Berenty and Zombitse NP. 

Red-breasted Coua     Coua serriana 

This stunning coua was seen incredibly well at Perinet.  

Madagascan Cuckoo (BE)    Cuculus rochii 

Heard often, we saw this species well at Ankarafantsika and Mantadia NPs, among other places. 

 

Barn Owls    Tytonidae 
Western Barn Owl     Tyto alba 

Superb views of two roosting birds at Berenty. 

 

Typical Owls    Strigidae 
Torotoroka Scops Owl (E)    Otus madagascariensis 

This little owl was seen well on the day roost at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Rainforest Scops Owl (NE)    Otus rutilus  

Seen at Analamazoatra SR. 
NOTE: These Scops Owls have recently been split, based on morphological and vocal differences and habitat preferences. 
White-browed Hawk-Owl (E)   Ninox superciliaris 

Great close up views of three birds at Berenty.  

Madagascan Owl     Asio madagascariensis 

We saw a single bird at Andasibe. 

Marsh Owl      Asio capensis 

We flushed a single bird at Isalo NP.  

 

Nightjars    Caprimulgidae 
Collared Nightjar (E)    Caprimulgus enarratus 
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We had nice, close looks at a pair roosting in Analamazoatra SR. 

Madagascan Nightjar (NE)    Caprimulgus madagascariensis  

Seen or heard at scattered localities across the tour, with best views of two adults and a chick at our 

hotel in Tana. 

 

Swifts    Apodidae 
Madagascan Spinetail (NE)    Zoonavena grandidieri 

This fluttery swift showed well at Mantadia NP.  

African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus gracilis 

We found this species in the vicinity of palms across the island. 

Malagasy Black Swift (NE)     Apus balstoni 

Seen best near the cliffs of San Augustin.  
NOTE: These Malagasy birds are usually considered a species distinct from the African Black Swift (A. barbatus), however 

no dedicated research has been done.  

 

Cuckoo-Rollers   Leptosomidae 
Cuckoo Roller (NE)     Leptosomus discolor  

A bizarre bird with its far carrying call a common sound of the Madagascan rainforests we had several 

sightings with the best that of a pair in Analamazoatra SR.   
NOTE: Some authorities such as Sinclair I. and Langrande O. consider the Comoros form of this bird to be a separate 

species from that occurring in Madagascar. IOC does not recognize this spilt and treats it as a sub-species. 

 

Rollers    Coraciidae 
Broad-billed Roller      Eurystomus glaucurus 

Encountered multiple times, especially at Ankarafantsika NP and Berenty. 

 

Ground Rollers   Brachypteraciidae 
Short-legged Ground Roller (E) (VU)  Brachypteracias leptosomus 

We had fantastic views of a single bird in Mantadia NP after scaling what felt like a small mountain to 

finally reach the bird!  

Scaly Ground Roller (E) (VU)   Geobiastes squamigera 

it took considerable effort until we finally managed to get good but brief views of a single bird in 

Mantadia NP.  

Pitta-like Ground Roller (E)   Atelornis pittoides 

An amazingly colourful bird that was seen first at Anjozorobe with further sightings in Mantadia and 

Ranomafana NPs. 

Rufous-headed Ground Roller (E) (NT)  Atelornis crossleyi 

Unfortunately this difficult species was heard only by most participants with a few lucky people 

catching glimpses of one bird in Ranomafana NP.  

Long-tailed Ground Roller (E) (VU)   Uratelornis chimaera 

Incredible views of a single bird in the spiny forest of Ifaty.  

 

Kingfishers    Alcedinidae 
Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher (E)   Ispidina madagascariensis  

We had a fantastic sighting in Mantadia NP.  

Malagasy Kingfisher (NE)    Alcedo vintsioides  

Seen at Lac Alarobia, Lake Ravelobe and rice paddies during the first week of the tour.  



RBT Trip Report Madagascar Comprehensive IV 2015 

 
 

 
 

27 

 

Bee-eaters     Meropidae 
Olive Bee-eater     Merops superciliosus 

Seen on most days of the tour.  

 

Hoopoes    Upupidae 
Madagascan Hoopoe (E)    Upupa marginata 

We had sightings in Ankarafantsika, Isalo NP, Berenty and Ifaty.  
NOTE: This form is usually considered distinct from the African Hoopoe, based on vocal and morphological differences. 

 

Falcons    Falconidae 
Malagasy Kestrel (NE)    Falco newtoni 

A common roadside raptor across the country. 

Banded Kestrel (E)     Falco zoniventris 

We had great views of singletons on two separate occasions in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

We found a perched bird along the San Augustin cliffs. 

 

Parrots    Psittacidae 
Grey-headed Lovebird (E)    Agapornis canus  

These spritely little parrots were seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Ifaty and Berenty. 

Greater Vasa Parrot (NE)    Coracopsis vasa  

These large parrots were seen well in Mantadia NP with further in flight sightings at Ranomafana NP. 

Lesser Vasa Parrot (NE)    Coracopsis nigra  

A vocal presence at most wooded habitat sites during the tour.  

 

Broadbills   Eurylaimidae 
Velvet Asity (E)     Philepitta castanea 

We enjoyed excellent views at Anjozorobe, Mantadia NP and Ranomafana NP.  

Schlegel's Asity (E) (NT)    Philepitta schlegeli 

A female was seen well at Ankarafantsika NP with a few participants also glimpsing the more brightly 

coloured male before it disappeared!  

Common Sunbird-Asity (E)    Neodrepanis coruscans 

We had a wonderful sighting of a male in Ranomafana NP having seen a female at the nest the 

previous day.  

Yellow-bellied Sunbird-Asity (E) (VU)  Neodrepanis hypoxanthus 

We had very brief views of both male and female birds at the nest in Ranomafana NP.  

 

Vangas     Vangidae 
Red-tailed Vanga (E)    Calicalicus madagascariensis 

Seen well in Mantadia NP, Ifaty and Ranomafana NP.  

Red-shouldered Vanga (E) (VU)   Calicalicus rufocarpalis 

Fantastic views of a pair of these delightful vangas was had at La Tabla.  

Hook-billed Vanga (E)    Vanga curvirostris 

the best views of this large vanga was that of a pair building their nest at Zombitse NP with sightings 

also at Berenty and Ifaty.  
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Lafresnaye's Vanga (E)    Xenopirostris xenopirostris 

Seen at Ifaty.  

Pollen’s Vanga (E) (NT)    Xenopirostris polleni 

Great views of a female on and near the nest at Ranomafana NP as well as an earlier sighting at 

Analamazoatra SR.  

Sickle-billed Vanga (E)    Falculea palliata 

Arguably oen of the more peculiar Madagascar endemics we saw this species well at Ankarafantsika 

NP and Ifaty.  

White-headed Vanga (E)    Artamella viridis  

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Ranomafana NP and Ifaty. 

Chabert Vanga (E)     Leptopterus chabert  

This widespread vanga was seen at various sites from Ankarafanstika NP to Ifaty.  

Blue Vanga (NE)     Cyanolanius madagascarensis 

We saw this handsome bird at Ankarafantsika NP and Analamazoatra SR.   
NOTE: Sinclair I. and Langrande O., consider the Comoros race of this species to be distinct, resulting in the Madagascar 

Blue Vanga being another Madagascar endemic. This stance is not widely accepted. 

Rufous Vanga (E)     Schetba rufa  

A fantastic bird with great views had at Ankarafantsika NP, Andohahela NP and Zombitse NP.  

Tylas Vanga (E)     Tylas eduardi 

Seen at Anjozorobe and Ranomafana NP. 
NOTE: Recent DNA evidence suggests that this “vanga” is more closely related to the cuckoo-shrikes. 
Nuthatch Vanga (E)     Hypositta corallirostris 

having seen a male whilst having our lunch at our accommodation at Perinet we had two further 

sightings of these wonderful birds in Mantadia NP.  

Dark Newtonia (E)     Newtonia amphichroa 

We found this species in Mantadia and Ranomafana NPs. 

Common Newtonia (E)    Newtonia brunneicauda 

A widespread species that was recorded in most woodland habitats. 

Archbold's Newtonia (E)    Newtonia archboldi 

Great views of a single bird in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 

Red-tailed Newtonia (E) (VU)    Newtonia fanovanae 

This highly localised species was seen well in Andohahela NP.  

Ward's Flycatcher (E)    Pseudobias wardi 

This species showed well in Mantadia NP. 

Crossley's Vanga (E)     Mystacornis crossleyi 

We had exquisite views of this cracking bird in Ranomafana NP, first of a male foraging and later 

views of a female on the nest.  

 

Cuckooshrikes    Campephagedae 
Madagascar Cuckooshrike (NE)   Coracina cinerea  

We encountered this species at Ankarafantsika, Mantadia, Andohahela and Ranomafana NPs. 

  

Drongos    Dicruridae 
Crested Drongo (NE)    Dicrurus forficatus  

This widespread species was seen almost every single day. 

 

Monarchs    Monarchidae 
Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone mutata 
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Another common species, we recorded various colour morphs at most woodland and forested sites. 

 

Crows & Jays    Corvidae 
Pied Crow       Corvus albus 

Common over dry woodland and grassland habitats, seen often on our travel days. 

 

Larks     Alaudidae 
Madagascan Lark (E)    Mirafra hova 

This species was common in dry open or grassy habitat- particularly around Ifaty. 

Bulbuls    Pycnonotidae 
Malagasy Bulbul (NE)    Hypsipetes madagascariensis 

Recorded almost every day of the tour. 

 

Swallows & Martins     Hirundinidae 
Mascarene Martin (BE)    Phedina borbonica  

The most common hirundine, seen over rice paddies and open habitats throughout the tour. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies   Acrocephalidae 
Malagasy Brush Warbler (NE)   Nesillas typical 

The most common of this group of warblers which we saw at our accommodation in Tana, Mantadia 

NP and Ranomafana NP.  

Subdesert Brush Warbler (E)   Nesillas lantzii 

A vocal inhabitant of the drier habitat around Ifaty and the La Tabla area. 
NOTE: Formerly considered conspecific with Madagascar Brush Warbler but vocally distinct and sympatric with that 

species near Fort Dauphin. 

Madagascan Swamp Warbler (E)   Acrocephalus newtoni 

Seen at Mantadia NP, wetlands near Ifaty and Ranomafana NP.  

 

Grassbirds & Allies   Locustellidae 
Brown Emutail (E)     Bradypterus (Dromaeocercus) brunneus 

Unfortunately this skulker was heard only in Ranomafana NP. 

Grey Emutail (E)     Amphilias (Dromaeocercus) seebohmi 

We had superb scope views of this species at a wetland in Ranomafana NP.   

 

Malagasy Warblers    Bernieridae 
White-throated Oxylabes (E)   Oxylabes madagascariensis 

We had excellent views at Anjozorobe. 

Long-billed Bernieria (E)    Bernieria madagascariensis  

Seen well in Ankarafantsika NP, Analamazoatra SR and Mantadia NP. 

Cryptic Warbler (E)     Cryptosylvicola randrianasoloi 

We found one in Ranomafana NP. 

Wedge-tailed Jery (E) (NT)    Hartertula flavoviridis 

Seen well in Mantadia and Ranomafana NPs. 

Thamnornis (E)     Thamnornis chloropetoides 

A bird showed well in the spiny forest near Ifaty. 

Spectacled Tetraka (E)    Xanthomixis zosterops  

This rainforest species was found in Mantadia NP.  
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Appert's Tetraka (E) (VU)    Xanthomixis apperti 

This delightful and highly range-restricted species was seen exceptionally well in Zombitse NP. 

Grey-crowned Tetraka (E)    Xanthomixis cinereiceps 

This elusive species was finally located in Ranomafana NP. 

Rand's Warbler (E)     Randia pseudozosterops 

We scoped a bird at Mantadia NP. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies   Cisticolidae 
Common Jery (E)     Neomixis tenella 

Widespread and common throughout the tour at most sites. 

Green Jery (E)     Neomixis viridis 

We saw this species outside Analamazoatra SR. 

Stripe-throated Jery (E)    Neomixis striatigula  

This jery was seen at Analamzoatra SR and Ifaty. 

Madagascan Cisticola (NE)    Cisticola cherinus 

A common species in open grassland and scrubby habitats throughout the tour. 

 

White-eyes    Zosteropidae 
Malagasy White-eye (NE)    Zosterops maderaspatanus 

A widespread species encountered almost daily. 

 

Starlings    Sturnidae 
Common Myna (I)     Acridotheres tristis tristis 

This introduced species was common and widespread in disturbed, open habitats throughout the Island. 

Madagascan Starling (E)    Hartlaubius aurata 

We had good scope views of two birds at Mantadia NP. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers   Muscicapidae 
Madagascan Magpie-Robin (E)   Copsychus albospecularis 

Seen almost daily in various habitats. 

Littoral Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola imerina 

We found a nesting pair of these loclaised rock thrushes at Anakao.  

Forest Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola sharpei 

We saw the nominate form at Ranomafana NP and the bensoni subspecies at Isalo NP. 

Madagascan Stonechat (E)    Saxicola sibilla 

Seen in Tana and at scattered grassland and wetland-edge habitats throughout the tour. 

 

Sunbirds    Nectariniidae 
Souimanga Sunbird (NE)    Cinnyris sovimanga  

A common species recorded almost daily. 

Malagasy Green Sunbird (NE)    Cinnyris notatus 

This much larger sunbird was seen at Ankarafantsika NP, Mantadia NP and at Ranomafana NP.  

 

Weavers    Ploceidae 
Nelicourvi Weaver (E)    Ploceus nelicourvi 

A forest specialist seen at Anjozorobe, Analamazoatra SR, Mantidia NP and Ranomafana NP. 
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Sakalava Weaver (E)    Ploceus sakalava  

This species was common around Berenty and Ifaty. 

Red Fody (E)      Foudia madagascariensis 

Recorded often throughout the tour in various habitats. 

Forest Fody (E)     Foudia omissa 

Seen initially in Analamazoatra SR with a good sighting of a male a few days later in Mantadia NP.  

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies   Estrildidae 
Madagascar Mannikin (E)    Lemuresthes (Lonchura) nana 

This tiny bird was located at various sites including our accommodation at Tana and the Sacred Lake 

near Mahajanga.  

 

Wagtails & Pipits    Motacillidae 
Madagascar Wagtail (E)    Motacilla flaviventris 

This attractive wagtail was seen well in Andasibe and Ranomafana NP. 

 

Annotated list of Mammals (Total species seen: 31) 
  

Garbutt, N. (2007) Mammals of Madagascar, A Complete Guide.  
IUCN 2015. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2015-4. <http://www.iucnredlist.org>. 

Downloaded on 19 November 2015. 

 

Tenrecs   Tenrecidae 
Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec    Echinops telfairi 

Our local guides managed to find one of these delightful little creatures in the spiny forest at Ifaty and 

we also had views of one in its day roost at Tulear.  

Tailless Tenrec     Tenrec ecaudatus 

A single animal was seen well by all in Ranomafana NP.  

 

Old World Leaf-nosed Bats Hipposideridae 
Commerson’s Leaf-nosed Bat (NF)   Hipposideros commersoni 

This interesting bat was seen whilst foraging in Ankarafanstika NP.  

 

Old World Fruit Bats   Pteropodidae 

Madagascar Flying Fox (VU)   Pteropus rufus 

We observed these huge bats at their day roost in the gallery forest at Berenty. 

 

Malagasy Carnivores Eupleridae 
Malagasy Ring-tailed Mongoose   Galidia elegans 

Amazing views of this beautiful creature at Ranomafana NP. 

 

Mouse and Dwarf Lemurs    Cheirogaleidae 

Furry-eared Dwarf Lemur    Cheirogaleus crossleyi 

We had excellent views of two individuals on a night walk near our lodge in Andasibe.  

Western Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur   Cheirogaleus medius 

We had excellent views of three individuals on a night walk near Ankarafantsika NP. 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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Grey-Brown Mouse Lemur    Microcebus griseorufus 

Seen at Ifaty.  

Goodman’s Mouse Lemur (VU)   Microcebus lehilahytsara 

Several of these tiny lemurs were seen on our night walks at Andasibe.  

Grey Mouse Lemur     Microcebus murinus 

We encountered these lemurs on night walks near Ankarafantsika NP. 

Rufous/Brown Mouse Lemur (VU)   Microcebus rufus 

We saw this tiny lemur at Ranomafana NP.  

 

Sportive Lemurs    Lepilemuridae 

Milne-Edward's Sportive Lemur (EN)  Lepilemur edwardsi 

These lemurs were seen and heard around our camp at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur (EN)   Lepilemur hubbardi 

We saw a day-roosting individual in Zombitse NP. 

White-footed Sportive Lemur (EN)   Lepilemur leucopus 

We had good views on night walks at Berenty as well as a couple seen during the day. 

Petter’s Sportive Lemur (VU)   Lepilemur petteri 

We saw one of these lemurs on the day roost at Ifaty.  

 

Lemurs    Lemuridae 

(Common) Brown Lemur (NT)   Eulemur fulvus 

Seen at Ankarafantsika and Mantadia NPs.  

Red-bellied Lemur (VU)    Eulemur rubiventer 

We had superb looks at three of these lemurs in Ranomafana NP. 

Red-fronted Brown Lemur (NT)   Eulemur rufifrons 

Seen at Berenty, where it has been introduced.  

Golden Bamboo Lemur (CR)   Hapalemur aureus 

We had great views at three of these range-restricted lemurs in Ranomafana NP. 

Eastern Lesser/Grey Bamboo Lemur (VU) Hapalemur griseus 

We had the privilege of observing the ranomafanensis subspecies of this small bamboo lemur in 

Ranomafana NP. . 

Ring-tailed Lemur (EN)    Lemur catta 

Always one of the major highlights of any Madagascar trip we were treated to wonderful views of 

these lemurs in Berenty.  

Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur (CR)  Varecia variegata 

Two of these absolutely stunning lemurs were seen well in Mantadia NP.  
  

Avahis, Sifakas and Indri    Indriidae 

Eastern Woolly Lemur (VU)   Avahi laniger 

This nocturnal lemur was seen well at Anjozorobe.  

Lorenz Von Liburnau’s Woolly Lemur (EN) Avahi occidentalis 

We were fortunate to find this lemur on the day roost in Ankarafantsika NP.  

Indri (CR)      Indri indri 

Seen well in Analamzoatra SR, and Mantadia NP and heard around Anjozorobe. 

Coquerel’s Sifaka (EN)    Propithecus coquereli 

These sifakas were seen well in the camp area at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Diademed Sifaka (CR)    Propithecus diadema 
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We saw this beautiful primate on both days in Mantadia NP. 

Milne-Edward’s Sifaka (EN)   Propithecus edwardsi 

A stunning lemur seen on two occasions in Ranomafana NP.  

Verreaux's Sifaka (EN)    Propithecus verreauxi 

These inquisitive lemurs “danced” for us at Berenty and were seen again in Zombitse NP.  

 

 

Climbing Mice, White-tailed Rat, Malagasy Rats and Mice    Nesomyidae 
Western Tuft-tailed Rat    Eliurus myoxinus 

Seen at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Eastern Red Forest Rat    Nesomys rufus 

We saw this large rat in Ranomafana NP. 

 

Annotated list of Reptiles (Total species seen: 28) 
 

Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition 

(2007).  

Crocodiles    Crocodylidae 
Nile Crocodile     Crocodylus niloticus 

Seen at Lake Ravelobe. 

 

Boas Boidae 
Dumeril’s Boa     Acrantophis dumerili 

We found this beautiful snake in the afternoon at Berenty. 

Madagascar Ground Boa    Acrantophis madagascriensis 

A single snake was found lying lethargically on the edge of a wetland in Ranomafana NP.  

 

Chameleons    Chamaeleonidae 
Elongate Leaf Chameleon    Brookesia nasus 

We came upon this small chameleon on one of our night walks at Ranomafana.  

Short-horned Chameleon    Calumma brevicornis 

Seen on a night walk near Andasibe. 

Blue-legged Chameleon    Calumma crypticum 

This medium-sized chameleon was seen at Ranomafana. 

Perinet (Band-bellied) Chameleon   Calumma gastrotaenia 

Seen near Andasibe and Anjozorobe. 

Nose-horned Chameleon    Calumma nasutum 

Another small chameleon, seen at Ranomafana and near Andasibe. 

O’Shaughnessy’s Chameleon   Calumma oshaughnessyi 

We saw this species at Anjozorobe and Ranomafana on night walks.  

Parson’s Chameleon     Calumma parsonii 

This colourful giant was seen near Andasibe and Mantadia NP.  

Oustalet’s Chameleon     Furcifer oustaleti 

The most widely encountered chameleon, we saw this heavyweight at Ankarafantsika and Zombitse 

NPs. 

Spiny-backed/Warty Chameleon   Furcifer verrucosus 

This fairly large chameleon was seen at Berenty and Tulear.  
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Rhinoceros Chameleon    Furcifer rhinoceratus 

We encountered this species at Ankarafantsika NP.  

 

Geckos    Gekkonidae 
(Moreau’s Tropical) House Gecko   Hemidactylus mabouia 

Seen at our accommodation in Ampijoroa. 

Striped/Lineated Day Gecko   Phelsuma lineata 

These beautiful geckos were seen at our accommodation near Andasibe and at Ranomafana.  

Madagascar Day Gecko    Phelsuma madagascariensis 

We encountered this large day gecko at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Peacock/Four-spotted Day Gecko   Phelsuma quadriocellata 

We found this stunning lizard at our accommodation in Ifaty.  

Standing’s Day Gecko    Phelsuma standingi 

These huge day geckos were seen at Ifaty and Zombitse NP.   

Southern Flat-tail Gecko    Uroplatus sikorae 

We had a great sighting of this fascinating gecko at Anjozorobe.  

 

Plated Lizards    Gerrhosauridae 
Madagascar Keeled (Lesser Plated) Lizard Tracheloptychus madagascariensis 

We saw this attractive lizard at Ifaty. 

Western Girdled (Wide-tailed Plated) Lizard Zonosaurus laticaudatus 

This large lizard was seen in Ankarafantsika NP. 

Madagascar Girdled Lizard   Zonosaurus madagascarensis 

We saw this species at Ranomafana and Mantadia NPs. 
 

Skinks    Scincidae 
Gravenhorst’s Skink     Trachylepis gravenhorstii 

We found this species at Ranomafana NP. 

 

Iguanas    Iguanidae 
Madagascar Iguana/Three-eyed Lizard  Chalarodon madagascariensis 

This species was common around Ifaty and Tulear. 

Cuvier’s Madagascar Swift/Iguanid  Oplurus cuvieri 

These lizards were conspicuous at Ankarafantsika NP. 

Dumeril’s Madagascar Swift/Four-striped Iguanid Oplurus quadrimaculatus 

We found this iguanid at Isalo NP. 
 

Typical Snakes    Lamprophiidae 
Four-striped Snake     Dromicodryas quadrilineatus 

Seen at Ifaty. 

Giant Hog-nosed Snake    Leioheterodon madagascariensis 

This large snake was seen well at Ampijoroa and in Zombitse NP.  

 

 

Annotated list of Amphibians (Total species seen: 4) 
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Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition 

(2007).  

 

Madagascar Frogs   Mantellidae 
Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog   Boophis madagascariensis 

We found this large brownish tree frog at Ranomafana NP and Anjozorobe. 

Bright-eyed Frog sp.     Boophis pyrrhus 

Seen on a night walk near Andasibe. 

Baron’s/Harlequin Mantella   Mantella baroni 

We saw two of these exquisite frogs in Ranomafana NP. 

Betsileo Madagascar Frog    Mantidactylus betsileanus 

These nondescript, vocal little frogs with white-tipped snouts were seen at Ranomafana. 
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