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White-browed Hawk-Owl by Markus Lilje 

Malagasy Pond Herons by Markus Lilje 

Ring-tailed Lemur by Markus Lilje 

Our tour of Madagascar started off with a visit to the renowned Lac Alarobia, a privately-owned bird 

sanctuary in Antananarivo (Tana) which offers a great introduction to the island's avifauna. Due to its 

location on the other side of town the excursion 

also offered an introduction to the capital's 

renowned grid-locked traffic. At this point in 

the journey, and with ample time to spare, this 

wasn't a bad thing since we got a real feel for 

the city and its culture as we slowly edged 

through narrow vendor-lined streets and past 

vast rice paddies. 

 

Arriving at last, we found the wetland alive 

with activity. Cattle and Dimorphic Egrets 

constantly criss-crossed the airspace above us. 

Black-crowned Night Herons were all over, as 

were Black Herons, with their yellow feet the 

only splash of colour on them. The water was full of waterfowl, mostly White-faced Whistling Duck, 

but also Red-billed and Hottentot Teals and a few Knob-billed Duck. We picked through the plentiful 

Squacco Herons in search of our main quarry for the morning – Malagasy Pond Heron. We eventually 

found five of these beauties in their plumy, snow-white breeding dress complete with coral legs and 

electric-blue bills. The reeds and surrounding bush also yielded a slew of patriotically named species: 

Malagasy Kingfisher, Malagasy Bulbul, Malagasy Brush Warbler, 

Madagascar Swamp Warbler, Malagasy Coucal and Madagascar 

White-eye. 

 

A tasty lunch in the middle of the city (and the chaos) was followed 

by a visit to the Lemur Park just outside of Tana. As we pulled up to 

the gate we found our first chameleon, a Side-striped Chameleon. 

The park offered great photo opportunities of lemurs in semi-natural 

environments. We saw seven 

species, of which the Crowned 

Sifaka was the only one we would 

not later see in the wild. The park 

also gave us our first sightings of 

Common Jery, Souimanga Sunbird 

and Oustalet's Chameleon, the 

world's largest. 

 

The next day we boarded Air 

Madagascar for our flight down to Fort Dauphin on the south-east 

coast. From there we drove for a few hours to Berenty Private 

Reserve, stopping along the way to check out Hamerkop, buy some 

abundant and delicious litchis and snap the clear sunset over the tops 

of Octopus Trees (Didieraceae). That night we did an after dinner 

night-walk through the gallery forest bordering the lodge. We got our 

first glimpses of White-browed Hawk-Owl, the arboreal Western 

Tufted Rat, White-footed Sportive Lemur and the introduced Red-

fronted Brown Lemur. 
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Subdesert Mesite by Rich Lindie 

 

Keen to maximise our time before the day got too hot, we set out early the next day, retracing our path 

of the night before through the gallery forest. We managed much better views of White-browed Hawk-

Owl, Lesser Vasa Parrot, Crested Coua, Madagascar Cuckoo, the famed Giant Coua, Greater Vasa 

Parrot, Broad-billed Roller, Black Kite, Helmeted Guineafowl, Madagascar Hoopoe, Olive Bee-eater, 

Crested Drongo, the first of many Malagasy Paradise Flycatchers, Madagascar Magpie-Robin, 

Sakalava Weaver and our first vanga, a Hook-billed Vanga, which posed nicely atop a small tree just 

outside the restaurant. 

We also had our first day-time views of two of Berenty's most famous residents, the inquisitive 

Ring-tailed Lemur and Verreaux's Sifaka, which we watched “dance” across the path as they moved 

from one tree to another. After lunch we visited the forest again, this time to view the massive 

Madagascar Flying Foxes at their nearby roost, before driving to a patch of Spiny Forest. Leading us 

along narrow pathways amidst towering Octopus Trees our local guide showed us a tiny roosting 

Torotoka Scops Owl and Grey-brown Mouse Lemur, Spider Tortoise, Chabert Vanga, Namaqua Dove, 

Grey-headed Lovebird, Madagascar Nightjar, Warty Chameleon, Double-banded Iguanid and the 

plentiful Three-eyed Lizard.  

 

The next day we awoke to a very atypical misty morning – not very helpful when one is searching for 

Madagascar Sandgrouse, as we were. We eventually found three birds, but only managed to get a few 

views of them disappearing into the mist. Some compensation came in the form of Madagascar 

Cisticola and Madagascar Lark, both of which were seen well. Not long after we then returned to Fort 

Dauphin to catch another flight, this time to Toliaro in 

Madagascar's dry south-west.  

 

En route to the coastal village of Ifaty, about 90 

minutes’ drive from Toliaro, we stopped at some large 

wetlands. The large expanse of open water and muddy 

shoreline held Little Grebe, Great Egret, Common 

Ringed Plover, Little Stint, Red-billed Teal, Kittlitz’s 

Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, Common Greenshank and a 

very shy Baillon’s Crake. Roadside ponds further 

along also held a number of the striking Three-banded 

Plover. Arriving at our lodge on the beach we enjoyed 

a bit of down-time, checking out the colourful Modest 

and Standing’s Day Geckos in the balmy afternoon 

heat. 

 

The next morning we were up early – vital to avoid the overwhelming heat that saps both one’s energy 

and bird activity by 10am. We met up with our local guide, owner of a patch of sandy landscape 

covered in woody scrub and punctuated by Octopus Trees and rotund Baobabs. In this spiny forest we 

proceeded to find Lafresnaye’s Vanga, Archbold’s Newtonia, Running Coua, Malagasy Kestrel, our 

first Malagasy Warbler – a Thamnornis, Stripe-throated Jery and Subdesert Brush Warbler. We also had 

phenomenal views of the two prize species, a male Subdesert Mesite and two exquisite Long-tailed 

Ground Rollers. While watching the mesite, a turf war broke out between our local guide and the land-

owner alongside regarding the “ownership” of the bird, which was apparently skirting the border of the 

two properties. Luckily the mesite was not scared off by the loud, comically rambling rants that the two 

men were hurling at each other. Then a Madagascar Cuckoo-Hawk suddenly materialised in the tree 

behind us, providing lengthy, close-up views of this very scarce bird – we didn’t know where to focus 
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Littoral Rock Thrush by James Wakelin 

Oustalet’s Chameleon by Markus Lilje 

our attention! A very successful morning’s birding under the belt, we fled the searing sun and returned 

to the lodge for lunch. That afternoon we tracked down the endangered Madagascar Plover, which we 

found alongside Kittlitz’s Plover. The coastal 

mudflats also held Grey and Greater Sand Plovers, 

Whimbrel, Terek Sandpiper and Ruddy Turnstone. A 

quick turn at the Honko Mangrove Rehabilitation 

Project yielded sightings of numerous Fiddler Crabs, 

Mudskippers, Madagascar Mannikin and two 

fabulous sightings of male Little Bitterns! 

 

The following day we once again set out early to 

avoid the heat, plus we had some distance to travel. 

Arriving at the coral rag scrub near La Tabla, it was 

already quite hot, but we still managed to get 

excellent sightings of the range-restricted Verreaux’s 

Coua and Red-shouldered Vanga, and also improved 

views of a Running Coua. 

 

Then it was time for our first boat-ride, to the tiny uninhabited island of Nosy Ve. The sea was very 

choppy due to the strong wind, and we experienced a rather adventurous ride out. Once on the idyllic 

white sand island we quickly found the breeding colony of Red-tailed Tropicbirds, 32 stunning Crab-

plovers, White-fronted Plover and Greater Crested, Lesser Crested, Little/Saunder’s and Common 

Terns. Some enjoyed a few minutes’ snorkelling before we moved on to the resort settlement of Anakao 

for a delicious lunch and a pair of Littoral Rock Thrush. Riding back to Toliaro the conditions 

worsened, so we had to change our route past some cliffs and an estuary for a quicker, more direct 

route home. 

 

Day 7 held in store another lengthy travelling 

session, taking us through vast anthropogenic 

grasslands from Toliaro to Isalo National Park. 

Thankfully the journey was broken up with a 

visit to the fantastic Zombitse Forest, a large 

but isolated tract of transition forest about 

halfway between our two stops. Our main 

target here was Appert’s Tetraka – found only 

in this and another nearby forest – and we 

managed super views of three birds. Cuckoo 

Rollers’ calls filled the air and we also saw a 

couple of perched birds. Other highlights 

included Coquerel’s and Giant Couas, 

Malagasy Black Swift, Madagascar Buzzard, 

Red-tailed and Blue Vangas, Giant Hog-nosed 

Snake, Brown Day Gecko, Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur and Verreaux’s Sifaka. Thanks to our 

enthusiastic local guides we also saw a massive full-size Oustalet’s Chameleon, which proceeded to 

zap its tongue out and catch a mouthful of bug much to our delight! 

 



Trip Report - RBT Madagascar Comprehensive V 2013 

 

 

 

  

Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur by Dave 

Shackleford 

Lineated Day Gecko 

by Glen Valentine 

We luxuriated for a short while at our Isalo hotel – reputedly one of the best in Madagascar and an 

absolute oasis – before walking a nearby grassland for Madagascar Buttonquail, of which we saw one. 

Back at the lodge we found the area’s specialties, Four-striped 

Iguanid and the-species-formerly-known-as Benson’s Rock 

Thrush, which has nowadays been relegated to Forest Rock 

Thrush subspecies status. 

 

Leaving behind the quiet opulence of Isalo the next morning, we 

drove on to Ranomafana National Park, popping in at one of 

Fianarantsoa’s myriad craft and curio shops to purchase some 

souvenirs. That night we went on our first rainforest night walk, 

with seemingly something to see every few metres! The Brown 

Mouse Lemurs at the fruit lick were undoubtedly stars of the 

show, but we also had a handful of chameleons – Band-bellied, 

Oshaugnessy’s and Blue-legged. 

 

Our next few days at this hilly national park were quite intense as 

we stomped the trails and trekked up and down ridges in search of 

the rainforest’s avian gems. These included stunners like Velvet 

Asity (of which we saw six in one day!), displaying Yellow-bellied 

Sunbird-Asity, Pitta-like Ground Roller, Madagascar 

Cuckooshrike, Tylas Vanga, Blue Coua, Rufous-headed Ground Roller, Madagascar Blue Pigeon, 

Henst’s Goshawk, Madagascar Wood Rail, Nelicourvi Weaver, Malagasy Green Sunbird and Pollen’s 

Vanga. We also expanded our list of the endemic Malagasy Warblers family with White-throated 

Oxylabes, Long-billed Bernieria, Wedge-tailed Jery, Spectacled Tetraka 

and Grey-crowned Tetraka. One day in the park we almost wore 

ourselves out as we raced through the forest after news reached us that 

Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur had been seen. We were handsomely 

rewarded though… arriving breathlessly at the spot we found three of the 

Ruffed Lemurs along with four equally pied and impressive Milne-

Edwards Sifakas. The rainforest held many other treats including Eastern 

Red Forest Rat, Golden Bamboo Lemur (the discovery of which led to 

the creation of the park in 1991), Red-bellied Lemur, Red-fronted Brown 

Lemur, Eastern Avahi, Madagascar Leaf-litter Frog, gorgeous Baron’s 

Mantella, dazzlingly bright Lineated and Four-spotted Day Geckos, and 

one of the Red Island’s most famous six-legged critters, the outlandish 

Giraffe-necked Weevil. After three days we bid Ranomafana adieu and 

hit the road on our way to Tana. 

 

Flying into Mahajanga the next morning we passed over the expansive 

Betsiboka Delta, where we would shortly be heading. We caught a boat 

from the bustling coastal town and headed the short distance to the delta 

alongside, famous as the only accessible spot to find two endemic 

waterbirds. Within minutes of entering the river mouth we had found 

both – Bernier’s Teal and Malagasy Sacred Ibis. In fact we counted 42 of 

the little ducks with their unique dabbling habit! The muddy shoreline 

and mangroves also yielded numerous Lesser Flamingo, Greater Sand Plover, Terek Sandpiper, 

Whimbrel and Common Sandpiper.  
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Red-capped Coua by Rich Lindie 

Madagascar Pratincoles by Markus Lilje 

 

Back in Mahajanga some of us tucked into a delicious (and ample!) seafood meal while others spent 

the time resting in the shade; the combination of heat, boat motion and traveller’s sickness being too 

much. That afternoon we headed inland to our 

lodge near the Ankarafantsika National 

Park/Ampijoroa Forestry Station where we had 

an easy evening after our day of sun and travel. 

 

Our first morning at Ampijoroa started with an 

exquisite adult Sooty Falcon perched in a bare 

tree near our lodge. After snapping more than a 

few pics of this bird in the lovely early morning 

glow we headed to the deciduous forest of 

Ampijoroa. We found our first quarry, a pair of 

White-breasted Mesite after only a few minutes 

into our walk. This was followed with great 

views of Red Vanga, Common Newtonia, Crested Drongo, Madagascar Magpie-Robin, Malagasy 

Turtle Dove and Madagascar Green Pigeon. But the real prize were mind-blowing sightings of two 

separate Schlegel’s Asity pairs, both at nests and perching just metres away at eye-level! Further 

goodies that turned up in and around Ampijoroa over the next day included Red-capped Coua, Van 

Dam’s Vanga, the Critically Endangered Madagascar Fish Eagle, Purple Heron, Sickle-billed Vanga, 

African Darter, Humblot’s Heron, Madagascar and African Pygmy Goose. Our lemur tally was high 

with Lovely Coquerel’s Sifaka and Grey Mouse, Golden-brown Mouse, Fat-tailed Dwarf, Mongoose 

and Common Brown Lemurs! 

 

We returned to Mahajanga, where thanks to Air Madagascar’s delaying of flights we found ourselves 

with time to spare. We popped in to the “Sacred Lake”, which turned out to be a Sacred Dustbowl, 

though we did see two African Openbills, a 

scarce species on the island. We scoured the local 

markets and generally took it easy until our flight 

to Tana that evening. 

 

We descended from the high plateau the next day 

through some splendid mountain scenery. At the 

Mangoro River we found four Madagascar 

Pratincoles, one of which was a chick. We 

continued on to our hotel at Perinet, which 

bordered the rainforest of Analamasoatra Special 

Reserve. In the afternoon we were able to visit a 

nearby wetland where we had glimpses of a Grey 

Emutail as it circled around us in the reeds. The 

next two days were filled with exploring 

Mantadia National Park and all its wonders. Watching an owl-sized Short-legged Ground Roller sitting 

at close range, its mouth full of frog must rank as one of the highlights of the tour – not least because of 

how much we (and especially our local guide) worked for it! Rand’s Warbler, Madagascar Rail, White-

throated Rail, Madagascar Flufftail, Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher, Lesser Vasa Parrot, Madagascar 

Blue Pigeon, Forest Rock Thrush and Rainforest Scops Owl (two on a day roost!) all showed well. A 

small pond in the reserve yielded five Madagascar Grebe, Common Moorhen and Meller’s Duck, and 
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Indri by Jonathan Rossouw 

Crossley’s Vanga by Rainer Summers 

Madagascar Spinetail overhead.  

On the mammal side we encountered our first Indri – which 

we’d heard often near the lodge – sitting in a tree branching over the 

road one morning. More excellent lemur sightings followed, including 

the lovely Diademed Sifaka – contender for the title of largest lemur, 

Eastern Grey Bamboo Lemur, Goodman’s Mouse Lemur and Hairy-

eared Dwarf, Furry-eared Dwarf and Greater Dwarf Lemurs on the 

night walks. Aside from the Indri, the mammalian highlight of the 

area was probably a Lowland Streaked Tenrec that another local guide 

had found. What a marvellous little creature! 

 

Our last morning in the area was spent in Analamasoatra Special 

Reserve looking for a family group of Indri. Madagascar Ibis, 

Madagascar Sparrowhawk, Collared Nightjar on a nest, Red-fronted 

Coua and Madagascar Wood Rail provided some distraction, but we 

eventually tracked down a group of six of the largest living lemurs. It 

was incredible when they started howling directly above us – such a 

remarkably pure sound and an absolutely sublime wildlife experience! 

 

After our special moments with the Indri we climbed back up to the 

high plateau and trundled along long stretches of rough tracks to the seemingly remote jewel of 

Anjozorobe. Here, at the high altitude marshes, we had terrific views of four Madagascar Snipe 

wheeling around us and Grey Emutail in the distance, but at least out in the open! One of the lodge 

workers found us a spectacular lumo-green and black 

Globe-horned Chameleon on the lodge grounds, while 

one of our party discovered an equally colourful Side-

striped Chameleon below the restaurant. The rainforest 

here was hard work, but those who came on the very 

last walk of the tour did get phenomenal views of a 

male Crossley’s Vanga and, astonishingly, a Brown 

Emutail out in the open, albeit for only a few seconds. 

The Indri here are a different form to the more 

conventional ones in Mantadia; much darker. They put 

on quite a show for us, first howling only metres from 

us and then leaping away one by one, tree to tree, 

making awe-inspiring leaps as they went. We also saw 

a huge Diademed Sifaka which easily approached an 

Indri in size and heft. Away from the forest we finally 

had some success with Madagascar Buttonquail, flushing three birds from some crop fields. 

Anjozorobe was a nice spot to wind down and take things a bit easier at the end of a demanding tour.  

 

After two nights at this peaceful setting we returned to the clamour of Tana for the last time. Carefully 

timed the next morning to ensure the traffic would not make us miss our flights, we paid a leisurely 

visit to a large craft market. We splashed out on all number of handmade curiosities before stocking up 

on Madagascar chocolate on our way to the airport. A sweet end to a sweet tour – thank you to all the 

guests who put in so much effort throughout the trip. 
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Annotated Checklists of Birds, Mammals and “Herps” 

 

ANNOTATED LIST OF BIRDS (181 species recorded including 1 heard only) 

 

Note: Names and taxonomical order of the bird species list follows that of IOC (International Ornithological congress), 

Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2013; Birds of the World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press 

(version 3.5) with Clements names and taxonomy following version 6.8. Names in square brackets represent names given by 

IOC and omitted by Clements whereas names in round brackets represent names given by Clements and omitted by IOC. 
Names without square or round brackets represent the name given by both IOC and Clements. A notes section can be found 

where notably distinctive subspecies or races are concerned and where the taxonomy of a species differs between Clements 

and IOC.  
 

Key to abbreviations: 

E: an endemic species 

NE: a near-endemic species (i.e. occurring in the Malagasy region only) 

BE: a breeding endemic species 

I: an introduced species 

e: an endemic subspecies 

ne: a near-endemic subspecies 

be: a breeding endemic subspecies 

CONSERVATION STATUS 

C: critical En: endangered V: vulnerable NT: near-threatened 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl (I)    Numida meleagris 

A few were seen over two days at Berenty. 
NOTE: This African species was probably introduced to Madagascar by early colonists. 
 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 

White-faced Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

Good numbers were found at Lac Alarobia, Lac Ravelobe and Lac Amboromalandy. 

[Knob-billed] (Comb) Duck    Sarkidiornis melanotos 

We saw ten of these impressive ducks at Lac Alarobia, while a further two were seen overhead at our 

Tana hotel later in the tour. 
NOTE: IOC splits Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos into two species: Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos and 

Comb Duck Sarkidiornis sylvicola, whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos. 

African Pygmy Goose    Nettapus auritus 

We saw two pairs on a small lake near Ampiroroa. 

Meller’s Duck (E) (En)    Anas melleri 

A single bird was seen in Mantadia NP.  

Bernier’s Teal (E) (En)    Anas bernieri 

We found 42 of these highly localized endemics on the Betsiboka Delta! 

Red-billed [Teal] (Duck)    Anas erythrorhyncha 

Seen at a few scattered wetlands – and the occasional rice paddy – across the island. 

Hottentot Teal     Anas hottentota 

We saw half a dozen of these small ducks at Lac Alarobia. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
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Little Grebe       Tachybaptus ruficollis  

We saw a few of these at a wetland south of Ifaty and on the small pond near Ampijoroa. 
NOTE: IOC splits Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis into two species: Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis and Tricolored 

Grebe Tachybaptus tricolor, whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis. 

Madagascar Grebe (E) (V)    Tachybaptus pelzelnii 

We were fortunate to see five of these smart little grebes – two pairs, one of which had two chicks – in 

Mantadia NP. 
NOTE: Globally threatened and declining due to habitat loss, introduction of exotic fish, and competition (and possibly 
hybridization) with Little Grebe. 
 

Flamingoes  Phoenicopteridae 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoenicopterus minor 

We saw 60 birds on the Betsiboka Delta. 
 

Tropicbirds  Phaethontidae 

Red-tailed Tropicbird    Phaethon rubricauda 

We saw at least nine of these lovely birds on the small island of Nosy Ve. 
 

Storks  Ciconiidae 

African Openbill     Anastomus lamelligerus 

We saw two birds wandering around the dried up Sacred Lake at Mahajanga. 
 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 

[Malagasy] Sacred Ibis (NE)   Threskiornis bernieri 

We saw four of these pale-eyed ibises on the Betsiboka Delta. 
NOTE: A globally threatened species restricted to largely inaccessible wetlands in western Madagascar and Aldabra 

Island. IOC splits African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus into two species: African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis 

aethiopicus & Malagasy Sacred Ibis Threskiornis bernieri, whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Sacred Ibis 

Threskiornis aethiopicus. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

We had good numbers on and around Lac Ravelobe. 

[Madagascan] (Madagascar) Ibis (E) (NT)  Lophotibis cristata  

We saw a total of three birds, including a nearly-fledged chick on the nest and a glimpse of a 

magnificent adult bird. 
 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 

Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutus 

We saw two males extremely well, and for extended periods, at the Honko Mangrove Project south of 

Ifaty. 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

We saw at least 30 birds at Lac Ravelobe. 

Striated Heron     Butorides striatus 

This attractive little heron was seen at wetlands across the country. 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

This species was common in wetlands across the country. 

Malagasy Pond Heron (BE) (V)   Ardeola idae 

We saw five adults in crisp breeding dress at Lac Alarobia and one at Lac Ravelobe. 
NOTE: A regional endemic breeder that is considered vulnerable and declining due to habitat destruction and competition 
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with Common Squacco Heron. 

[Western] Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis 

Common across the island in suitable habitat.  
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with Western Cattle Egret B. ibis as Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

Seen at wetlands in the Ifaty and Ampijoroa areas. 

Humblot’s Heron (E) (V)    Ardea humbloti 

We enjoyed close views of this commanding endemic heron at Lac Ravelobe. 
NOTE: A globally threatened species, essentially restricted to Madagascar but with a few vagrant records elsewhere. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

Our best views were of birds on Lac Ravelobe. 

Great Egret      Ardea alba 

Present in small numbers on wetlands and rice paddies across the island. 

Black Heron       Egretta ardesiaca 

We had great views at Lacs Alarobia and Ravelobe. 

[Dimorphic] (Western Reef) Egret (NE)  Egretta dimorpha 

We saw this widespread species in wetlands and paddies across the island. White morphs were most 

common whiel the dark morphs were found mostly along the west coast. 
NOTE: IOC splits Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis into two species: Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis and Dimorphic 

Egret Egretta dimorpha, whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Western Reef-Heron Egretta gularis. 
 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 

Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta  

We found a few of these unusual birds in rice paddies at various sites across the island. 
 

Anhingas  Anhingidae 

African Darter     Anhinga rufa 

We saw a single bird at Lac Ravelobe. 
 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 

Madagascar Harrier-Hawk    Polyboroides radiatus 

We saw three of these floppy-winged raptors simultaneously near Ifaty.  

Madagascar Cuckoo-Hawk    Aviceda madagascariensis 

We had a marvelously close view of this scarce raptor in the spiny forest at Ifaty.  

Frances's [Sparrowhawk] (Goshawk) (NE)  Accipiter francesii  

We saw a stunning female at Ifaty.  

Madagascar Sparrowhawk (E)   Accipiter madagascariensis 

We had superb views of this not-often-seen species at Analamosoatra Special Reserve 

Henst’s Goshawk (E)    Accipiter henstii 

We had a brief but magnificent sighting of a bird perched in the open near its nest site and another bird 

at Anjozorobe. 

Black Kite      Milvus migrans 

A handful of birds were seen around Berenty. 

[Yellow-billed] (Black) Kite    Milvus aegyptius 

This raptor was common in the west and south-west of the island. 
NOTE: IOC splits the above species into two separate species; Black Kite M. migrans and Yellow-billed Kite M. aegyptius 

whereas Clements only recognizes one species, Black Kite M. migrans. 

Madagascar Fish Eagle (E) (C)    Haliaeetus vociferoides 
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We finally managed to secure good scope views of one of these critically endangered eagles at Lac 

Ravelobe.  
NOTE: This is one of the world’s rarest raptors, with a total global population of no more than 120 birds. 

Madagascar Buzzard (E)    Buteo brachypterus 

We enjoyed multiple sightings of this endemic buzzard at various woodland sites across the island. 
 

Falcons  Falconidae 

[Malagasy] (Madagascar) Kestrel (NE)  Falco newtoni 

This petite falcon was recorded almost daily in open habitats island-wide. 

Sooty Falcon      Falco concolor 

We had fantastic scope views of a dapper adult bird in the early morning light near Ampijoroa. 
 

Mesites  Mesitornithidae 

White-breasted Mesite (E) (V)   Mesitornis variegata 

We had quick views of a pair of these birds as they darted across the paths at Ampijoroa.  

Brown Mesite (E) (V)    Mesitornis unicolor 

This tricky species was heard briefly by the guides at Ranomafana NP, but was not able to be located. 

Subdesert Mesite (E) (V)    Monias benschi 

A male bird allowed us fantastically close views in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 
 

Flufftails  Sarothruridae 

Madagascar Flufftail (E)    Sarothrura insularis 

Heard on a number of occasions, we finally had good views of a male at Perinet and a quick glimpse of 

male at Anjozorobe. 
 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 

Madagascar Wood Rail (E)    Canirallus kioloides 

We had phenomenal sightings of two birds at Ranomafana NP and a single bird at Analamasoatra. 

Madagascar Rail (E)     Rallus madagascariensis 

Seen incredibly well by all at Mantadia NP, thanks to the efforts of our local guide. 

White-throated Rail (NE)    Dryolimnas cuvieri 

After hearing and tracking these birds all over the island we were finally rewarded with a magic 

encounter with two birds foraging in a forest stream in Mantadia NP. 
NOTE: Some authorities consider the nominate Madagascar race of this bird as distinctive from the near-flightless Aldabra 

Island race, making this another endemic rallid to Madagascar.  

Baillon’s Crake     Porzana pusilla 

This beauty proved very shy, providing only bit-part views for some.  

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus  

A few were seen at Lac Alarobia and in Mantadia NP. 

 

Buttonquails  Turnicidae 

Madagascar Buttonquail (E)   Turnix nigricollis 

We certainly worked for this one! Following a magically disappearing bird that was flushed in 

grassland near Isalo everyone finally enjoyed good flight views of three birds at Anjozorobe on the 

penultimate day of tour. 

 

Crab-plover  Dromadidae 
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Crab-plover      Dromas ardeola 

We found 36 of these crisp, clean-looking waders on Nosy Ve. 
 

Stilts, Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus  

We found a few birds at wetlands south of Ifaty. 
 

Plovers  Charadriidae 

[Grey] (Black-bellied) Plover   Pluvialis squatarola 

This dumpy wader was seen on Nosy Ve, along the Ifaty coastline and in the Betsiboka Delta. 

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula 

This boldly marked plover was found at the same sites as the previous speceis. 

Madagascar Plover (E)(NT)    Charadrius thoracicus 

We saw an incredible six of these endangered waders at Ifaty. 

Kittlitz's Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

Similar to the previous species, this plover was common around Ifaty. 

Three-banded Plover    Charadrius tricollaris 

We saw a handful of these attractive little waders around Ifaty. 

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus 

We saw a singleton near Ifaty, with a further half-dozen on Nosy Ve. 

Greater Sand Plover     Charadrius leschenaultii 

Good numbers were found on mudflats near Ifaty and in the Betsiboka Delta. 
 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 

Madagascar Jacana (E)    Actophilornis albinucha 

A single bird showed beautifully on a small lake near Ampijoroa. 
 

Snipes & Sandpipers  Scolopacidae 

Madagascar Snipe (E)(NT)    Gallinago macrodactyla 

This increasingly rare and localized species put on quite a show for us at Anjozorobe, with four birds at 

various times flying past quite slowly. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

This long-billed wader was common on mudflats around Ifaty and in the Betsiboka Delta. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

We encountered this species at Berenty, Ifaty and in the Betsiboka Delta.  

Terek Sandpiper     Tringa cinerea 

Seen well around Ifaty and in the Betsiboka Delta.  

Common Sandpiper     Tringa hypoleucos 

We found a few birds at Berenty, Ifaty, Betsiboka Delta and Lac Ravelobe. 

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

This striking wader was common along the Ifaty shoreline and on Nosy Ve. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

We saw just one bird on Nosy Ve. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

We had reasonable numbers of this wader along the Ifaty coast, on Nosy Ve and in the Betsiboka Delta. 
 

Pratincoles  Glareolidae 
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Madagascar Pratincole (BE)   Glareola ocularis 

We found four of these stunning birds on the Mangoro River. 
 

Gulls & Terns  Laridae 

[Greater] (Great) Crested Tern   Sterna bergii 

This species was seen on Nosy Ve and near the Betsiboka Delta. 

Lesser Crested Tern     Sterna bengalensis 

This slender tern was scoped on Nosy Ve.   

Little/Saunder’s Tern    Sternula albifrons/saundersi 

We scoped 20 birds in the distance at Nosy Ve. Unfortunately Little and Saunder’s Terns are impossible 

to distinguish from each other in the field unless in breeding plumage. However, according to the latest 

field guide to the region, it appears that the birds would be Saunder’s Terns based on probability. 

Common Tern     Sterna hirundo 

There were about 30 of this species in the mixed tern roost at Nosy Ve. 
 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclididae 

Madagascar Sandgrouse (E)   Pterocles personatus 

We had so-so views of three birds as they flew off into the mist that was unfortunately blanketing the 

area around Berenty. 
 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 

Rock [Dove] (Pigeon) (I)    Columba livia 

We recorded this alien species in urban areas throughout the island. 

[Malagasy] (Madagascar) Turtle Dove (NEe) Columba picturata 

We saw this common columbid in a variety of habitats across the island. 

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

We had good numbers of this dainty dove in drier areas. 

Madagascar Green Pigeon (NE)   Treron australis 

We saw a total of 11 birds at Ampijoroa and around Mantadia. 

Madagascar Blue Pigeon (E)   Alectroenas madagascariensis 

This stunning pigeon was seen a few times in rainforest habitat, with our first sighting during our 

lunch-time stop in Ranomafana NP. 
 

Parrots  Psittacidae 

Grey-headed Lovebird (E)    Agapornis canus  

This delightful little parrot was seen well around berenty, Ifaty and Ampijoroa.  

Greater Vasa Parrot (NE)    Coracopsis vasa 

We had great views of four birds clambering around in a tree at Berenty. 

Lesser Vasa Parrot (NE)    Coracopsis nigra 

A widespread species, we saw it in dry, deciduous and rain forest habitats across the country. 
 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 

[Malagasy] (Madagascar) Coucal (NE)  Centropus toulou 

Seen or heard on most days of the tour. 

Crested Coua (E)     Coua cristata 

This arboreal coua was seen very well at Berenty and Ampijoroa.  

Verreaux's Coua (E) (NT)    Coua verreauxi 
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After much searching through spiky coral rag scrub near Toliara we all managed to get great views of a 

total of four birds.  

Blue Coua (E)     Coua caerulea 

This large, turaco-like species was seen in Ranomafana and Mantadia NP. 

Red-capped Coua (E)    Coua ruficeps 

A single green-capped form was recorded in the coral rag scrub near Toliara, while at Ampijoroa we 

had saturation views of a number of these lovely birds. 
NOTE: The southern, greenish-capped subspecies (olivaceiceps) of Red-capped Coua is considered to be a full species in 

Sinclair I. and Langrande O. Birds of the Indian Ocean Islands however most other authorities consider this form to be a 

subspecies of Red-capped Coua. 
Red-fronted Coua (E)    Coua reynaudii 

Our first views were of a bird down the side of a steep ridge in Mantadia NP. The second, at 

Analamasoatra SR was somewhat more obliging, allowing everyone fantastic views.  

Coquerel's Coua (E)      Coua coquereli 

We saw this species at Zombitse Forest and around Ampijoroa. 

Running Coua (E)     Coua cursor 

This species showed well at Ifaty’s spiny forest and in the coral rag scrub near Toliara.   

Giant Coua (E)     Coua gigas 

Berenty is justly famous for its sightings of this grand species which we saw very well there. 

Red-breasted Coua (E)    Coua serriana 

Some members of the group snatched a view of this extremely tough bird before it hurried off into the 

forest undergrowth. 

Madagascar Cuckoo (BE)    Cuculus rochii 

This bird’s call was a constant soundtrack wherever we went on the island. We managed to see a few 

individuals, one particularly well in Ranomafana NP.  
 

Owls  Strigidae 

Torotoroka Scops Owl (E)    Otus madagascariensis 

We saw a bird on its day roost near Berenty and one that evening at the lodge. 

[Rainforest] (Malagasy) Scops Owl (NE)  Otus rutilus 

We saw a pair together on their day roost at Mantadia. 

White-browed [Hawk-] Owl (E)   Ninox superciliaris 

We had marvellous views of a number of these owls at night and near their day roost at Berenty. 

[Madagascan] (Madagascar Long-eared) Owl (E)Asio madagascariensis 

We saw an adult bird very well near Mantadia. 
 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 

Madagascar Nightjar (NE)    Caprimulgus madagascariensis 

We heard this nightjar almost every night and obtained sightings of birds both during the day and at 

night. 

Collared Nightjar (E)    Caprimulgus enarratus 

Our local guide showed us a stunning individual on its nest in a Bird’s Nest Fern in Analamasoatra SR. 
 

Swifts  Apodidae 

[Madagascan] (Malagasy) Spinetail (NE)  Zoonavena grandidieri 

These distinctive swifts showed well at Mantadia NP and Anjozorobe. 

African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus gracilis 

Found in good numbers near palms around the island.  
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Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

Three were seen near Zombitse Forest. 

[Malagasy Black] (Madagascar) Swift (NE) Apus balstoni 

We saw a few moderately-sized flocks at various sites, including over Tana. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

We saw a few of these swifts in a mixed flock with the previous species over Tana. 
 

Cuckoo-Roller  Leptosomidae 

Cuckoo Roller (NE)     Leptosomus discolor  

I don’t think anyone will forget this bird’s sweeping, lyrical call which filled the skies over forests in 

the east and north-west. We managed to obtain some excellent views of perched birds at various spots. 
NOTE: Some authorities such as Sinclair I. and Langrande O., consider the Comoros form of this bird to be a separate 

species from that occurring in Madagascar. 
 

Rollers  Coraciidae 

Broad-billed Roller     Eurystomus glaucurus 

This stunning – and noisy – breeding migrant gave great views at Berenty, Ifaty and Ampijoroa.  
 

Ground-Rollers  Brachypteraciidae 

Short-legged Ground Roller (E) (V)  Brachypteracias leptosomus 

Thanks to the exceptional effort of our local guide we enjoyed sumptuously close views of this robust 

bird with a mouth full of frog in Mantadia NP.  

Pitta-like Ground Roller (E)   Atelornis pittoides 

This absolute stunner was seen in the rainforests of Ranomafana NP and Mantadia NP. 

Rufous-headed Ground Roller (E) (NT)  Atelornis crossleyi 

Such a tricky bird to find! When we eventually located it our views were a little obscured, but we 

didn’t want to risk scaring the bird off by approaching any closer.  

Long-tailed Ground Roller (E) (V)   Uratelornis chimaera 

We saw two of these wonderful birds in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 
 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 

Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher (E)   Ispidina madagascariensis 

We enjoyed brilliant views of two of these tiny kingfishers in Mantadia NP.  

Malagasy Kingfisher (NE)    Alcedo vintsioides 

Recorded on many days in wetland habitat across the island. 
 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 

[Olive] (Madagascar) Bee-eater   Merops superciliosus 

We recorded this beautiful species often on tour, and had especially great views at the Honko 

Mangrove Programme near Ifaty. 
 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 

Madagascar Hoopoe (E)    Upupa marginalis 

We saw lots of these striking birds at Berenty, Ampijoroa and Ifaty. 

 

Broadbills  Eurylaimidae 

Velvet Asity (E)     Philepitta castanea 
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We saw several males and females at Ranomafana.  

Schlegel's Asity (E) (NT)     Philepitta schlegeli 

We found two pairs, both with nests, within 10m of each at Ampijoroa and had dazzlingly good 

sightings of both sexes at eye level!  

[Common] Sunbird-Asity (E)   Neodrepanis coruscans 

A male bird was seen well by one member of the group at Mantadia NP. 

Yellow-bellied [Sunbird-]Asity (E) (En)  Neodrepanis hypoxanthus 

We saw a pair at their nest site in Ranomafana NP where the male took to displaying on a few 

occasions. Absolutely magic!  
 

Vangas  Vangidae 

Red-tailed Vanga (E)     Calicalicus madagascariensis 

We saw and heard this species at Zombitse Forest, Ranomafana NP and Anjozorobe. 

Red-shouldered Vanga (E) (V)   Calicalicus rufocarpalis 

We saw a pair of these tit-like vangas in the coral rag scrub near Toliara. 

Hook-billed Vanga (E)    Vanga curvirostris 

This heavy-billed vanga obviously knew we had a lot of photographers in the group as it appeared atop 

a short tree in the golden light of morning at our lodge at Berenty. We saw more later that day and at 

Anjozorobe 

Lafresnaye's Vanga (E)    Xenopirostris xenopirostris 

We had a brief but clear sighting of a male bird in the spiny forest at Ifaty. 

Van Dam's Vanga (E) (En)    Xenopirostris damii 

A scarce and localized species, we saw a pair up close at Ampijoroa. 

Pollen's Vanga (E) (NT)    Xenopirostris polleni 

Two of these vangas appeared at our lunchtime spot in Ranomafana. 

Sickle-billed Vanga (E)    Falculea palliata 

We had good sightings of this fabulous bird in the camp at Ampijoroa.  

White-headed Vanga (E)    Artamella viridis  

A single individual was spotted near Mantadia. 

Chabert’s Vanga (E)     Leptopterus chabert  

A common and conspicuous vanga, we saw it in various habitats across the country. 

Blue Vanga (NE)     Cyanolanius madagascarensis 

This electric-blue bird was seen well at Ranomafana and later at our lodge near Mantadia.  
NOTE: Sinclair I. and Langrande O., consider the Comoros race of this species to be distinct, resulting in the Madagascar 

Blue Vanga being another Madagascar endemic. This stance is not widely accepted. 

Rufous Vanga (E)     Schetba rufa 

We saw both males and females of this species incredibly well at Ampijoroa. 

Tylas Vanga (E)     Tylas eduardi 

The rainforests at Ranomafana and Mantadia produced sightings of this species.  
NOTE: Recent DNA evidence suggests that this “vanga” is more closely related to the cuckoo-shrikes. 

Dark Newtonia (E)     Newtonia amphichroa 

We found two birds along the Vohiparara Ridge in Ranomafana NP. 

Common Newtonia (E)    Newtonia brunneicauda  

We saw and heard this little bird frequently in wooded habitat throughout the tour. 

Archbold's Newtonia (E)    Newtonia archboldi 

This species was seen well in Ifaty’s spiny forest. 

Ward's Flycatcher (E)    Pseudobias wardi 

We had one sighting of a bird in Mantadia NP.  
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Crossley's Vanga (E)     Mystacornis crossleyi 

This was almost a bogey-bird, but those who went on the last walk of the trip, through forest at 

Anjozorobe, were rewarded with close views of a stunning male circling around us.   
 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagedae 

[Madagascan] (Ashy) Cuckooshrike (NE)  Coracina cinerea 

We had a few sightings of this near-endemic, including one on a nest spotted by one of the guests. 
 

Drongos  Dicruridae 

Crested Drongo (NE)    Dicrurus forficatus 

Recorded on all but three days of the tour.  
 

Monarchs  Monarchidae 

Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher (NE)  Terpsiphone mutata  

Another commonly seen bird, found in a variety of wooded habitats. We saw white and rufous morphs, 

and all combinations in between! 
 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

Common to abundant in open habitat across the island. 
 

Larks  Alaudidae 

Madagascar Lark (E)    Mirafra hova 

We saw big numbers of one of the few naturally occurring birds that is adapted to grassland habitat. 
 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 

[Malagasy] (Madagascar) Bulbul (NE)  Hypsipetes  madagascariensis 

We failed to record this vocal species on only two days of the tour!  
 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Mascarene Martin (NE)    Phedina borbonica  

Seen in good numbers at scattered locations. At Ranomafana NP we had them collecting mud for nest-

building from roadside puddles just metres from us. 

Brown-throated (Plain) Martin   Riparia paludicola  

We had a few sightings of this small hirundine, particularly around Anjozorobe and en route to 

Ranomafana NP. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica  

One bird was seen at Mahajunga. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 

[Malagasy] (Madagascar) Brush Warbler (NE) Nesillas typica 

Common in tangly vegetation and undergrowth in the east; our first sighting was at Lac Alarobia.  

Subdesert Brush Warbler (E)   Nesillas lantzii 

The dry south-western counterpart to the previous species, we found it in spiny forest and coral rag 

scrub near Toliara. 
NOTE: Formerly considered conspecific with Madagascar Brush Warbler but vocally distinct and sympatric with that 

species. 
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Madagascar Swamp Warbler (E)   Acrocephalus newtoni 

We saw this wetland warbler at Lac Alarobia, Ifaty wetlands and mangroves and at Anjozorobe. 
 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 

Grey Emutail (E)     Dromaeocercus seebohmi 

After a lot of persistence we all had good views of this bird at Mantadia and later at Anjozorobe. 

Brown Emutail (E)     Dromaeocercus brunneus 

We heard this seriously secretive species at a number of places, but only managed to get a view – a 

brilliant view at that – at Anjozorobe on our final birding outing. Whew! 
 

Malagasy Warblers  Bernieridae 

White-throated Oxylabes (E)   Oxylabes madagascariensis 

We saw these hyperactive birds at Rabomafana and Mantadia NPs. 

Long-billed Berniera (E)    Phyllastrephus madagascariensis 

We had good views of this species in forest at Ranomafana NP, Mantadia NP and Ampijoroa. 

Cryptic Warbler (E)     Cryptosylvicola randrianasoloi 

Another never-sits-still species! We all eventually connected with this bird in Manatadia NP. 

Wedge-tailed Jery (E) (NT)    Hartertula flavoviridis 

A rather elusive species normally, we had two great sightings in Ranomafana NP and Mantadia NP. 

Thamnornis (E)     Thamnornis chloropetoides 

This was our first Malagasy Warbler, seen during our morning excursion to the spiny forest at Ifaty. 

Spectacled Tetraka (E)    Phyllastrephus zosterops 

Seen at Ranomafana and Mantadia NPs, with best views at Anjozorobe. 

Appert's Tetraka (E) (V)    Phyllastrephus apperti 

We had marvellously close views of a total of three birds. 

Grey-crowned Tetraka (E) (NT)   Phyllastrephus cinereiceps 

Two birds were seen by some along the Vohiparara Ridge in Ranomafana NP. 

Rand's Warbler (E)     Randia pseudozosterops 

This rather nondescript species was seen singing its heart out on top of a bare tree in Mantadia NP. 
 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 

Common Jery (E)     Neomixis tenella 

Seen and heard often in wooded habitat on tour. 

Green Jery (E)     Neomixis viridis 

We saw one bird at Mantadia NP.  

Stripe-throated Jery (E)    Neomixis striatigula  

Also commonly recorded throughout the tour, especially in the spiny forest. 

Madagascar Cisticola (NE)    Cisticola cherinus 

This species was common in grassland all over the island. 
 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Madagascar White-eye (NE)   Zosterops maderaspatana  

This cute species was common in the east and south.  
 

Starlings  Sturnidae 

Common Myna (I)     Acridotheres tristis tristis 

This alien species was recorded often all over the island.  
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Madagascar Starling (E)    Hartlaubius aurata 

This subtly pretty starling was first seen at Ranomafana NP, but best views came at Anjozorobe. 
 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 

Madagascar Magpie-Robin (E)   Copsychus albospecularis 

This fearless species was common in wild habitat and around human habitation.   

[Madagascan] (African) Stonechat   Saxicola sibilla 

Common in open habitats in the highlands. 
NOTE: IOC recognizes Madagascan Stonechat Saxicola sibilla as a distinct species whereas Clements treats it as a distinct 

subspecies of African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus. 

Littoral Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola imerinus 

We saw a pair of birds during our lunchtime stop in Anakao. 

Forest Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola sharpei 

We had superb views of males at Mantadia NP and Anjozorobe. A couple of birds were also seen 

around our accommodation in the Isalo area… note that if this species is one day split up into different 

species we saw Forest Rock Thrush Monticola sharpei at Ranomafana and Benson’s Rock-Thrush 

Monticola bensoni at Isalo. 
NOTE: Some authorities recognize Benson’s Rock Thrush Monticola bensoni as a distinct species from Forest Rock Thrush 

Monticola sharpei but neither Clements nor IOC  
 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 

Souimanga Sunbird (NE)    Nectarinia souimanga 

We found the smaller of the two local sunbirds almost every day in a wide spread of habitats. 

[Malagasy Green] (Madagascar) Sunbird (NE)  Nectarinia notata 

Normally a little scarce, we enjoyed numerous sightings of this splendid bird at our Tana hotel and in 

Ranomafana NP to name a few. 
 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

House Sparrow (I)     Passer domesticus 

We saw a male of introduced species in Andasibe. Hopefully its westward expansion stops here! 
 

Weavers  Ploceidae 

Nelicourvi Weaver (E)    Ploceus nelicourvi 

We had good views of this handsome forest weaver in Ranomafana and Mantadia NPs. 

Sakalava Weaver (E)     Ploceus sakalava 

A common resident in the drier south and north west.  

Red Fody (E)      Foudia madagascariensis 

One of the island’s most common and widespread birds, we encountered it often in various habitats. 

Forest Fody (E)     Foudia omissa 

After snatching a couple of views at Ranomafana NP and Mantadia NP we were treated to a dozen 

birds fussing around directly over us – and not flying away the instant we lifted our binoculars! 
 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 

[Madagascan Mannikin] (Madagascar Munia) (E)Lonchura nana 

Surprisingly abundant on this tour, with small flocks recorded in all but thick forests across the country. 
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Wagtails  Motacillidae 

Madagascar Wagtail (E)    Motacilla flaviventris 

We saw this pretty wagtail often in the central and eastern parts of the country. 

 

ANNOTATED LIST OF MAMMALS (30 Species recorded including 1 heard only) 

 

Names and taxonomical order of the mammal species list follows that of Garbutt, N. (1999) Mammals 

of Madagascar with recent changes as adopted by Mittermeier et al (2006) Lemurs of Madagascar. 

 

Old World Fruit Bats  Pteropodidae  

Madagascar Flying Fox    Pteropus rufus 

We observed a dozen of these hug bats in gallery forest at Berenty. 
 

Tenrecs and Otter Shrews  Tenrecidae 

Lowland Streaked Tenrec    Hemicentetes semispinosus 

We were very fortunate to be in the right spot at the right time when one of the local guides appeared 

having found one of these crazy-looking animals! 
 

Old World Rats and Mice  Muridae 

Eastern Red Forest Rat    Nesomys rufus 

We saw this richly-coloured rodent in rainforest at Ranomafana and Anjozorobe. 

Western Tufted Rat     Eliurus myoxinus 

This arboreal rat was seen on night walks at Berenty and Ampijoroa. 

Black Rat (I)      Rattus rattus 

This introduced rodent was seen at Ranomafana and in Mahajunga. 
 

Mouse and Dwarf Lemurs  Cheirogaleidae 

Grey Mouse Lemur     Microcebus murinus 

This species was seen incredibly well at Ifaty and again on a night walk at Ampijoroa. 

Brown Mouse Lemur    Microcebus rufus 

We had superb close views with this cute little lemur on night walks at Ranomafana and Anjozorobe.  

Golden-brown Mouse Lemur   Microcebus ravelobensis 

We saw one of these very localised lemurs during a night walk near Ampijoroa. 

Grey-brown Mouse Lemur    Microcebus griseorufus 

We had two of these lemurs on a nightwalk at Berenty. 

Goodman’s Mouse Lemur    Microcebus lehilahytsara 

We managed to get very close to a few of these mouse lemurs at Perinet. 

Greater Dwarf Lemur    Cheirogaleus major 

This species was seen well on night walks at Perinet and Anjozorobe. 

Furry-eared Dwarf Lemur    Cheirogaleus crossleyi 

We had singletons on each our night walks in the Perinet area. 

Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur    Cheirogaleus medius 

Three of these cute lemurs were seen on a night walk near Ampijoroa. 
 

Sportive Lemurs  Megaladapidae 

Milne-Edwards's Sportive Lemur   Lepilemur edwardsi 
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This species was heard only at Ampijoroa.  

Hubbard’s (Zombitse) Sportive Lemur  Lepilemur hubbardi 

We had two of these distinctly reddish sportive lemurs at their day roosts in Zombitse Forest. 

White-footed Sportive Lemur   Lepilemur leucopus 

We saw this lemur on day roosts and at night during night walks around Berenty. 
 

"True" Lemurs  Lemuridae 

Eastern Grey Bamboo Lemur   Hapalemur griseus  

These small lemurs were seen around Perinet and in Mantadia NP.  

Golden Bamboo-Lemur    Hapalemur aureus 

We had three of these localised lemurs in Ranomafana NP. 

Ring-tailed Lemur     Lemur catta 

We saw plenty of these inquisitive mammals at Berenty.  

Mongoose Lemur     Eulemur mongoz 

We had two sightings totaling seven of these scarce, crepuscular lemurs at Ampijoroa. 

Red-bellied Lemur     Eulemur rubriventer 

We saw individuals very well at Ranomafana NP. 

Common Brown Lemur    Eulemur fulvus fulvus 

These lemurs were seen at Ampijoroa and Mantadia NP. 

Red-fronted Brown Lemur    Eulemur fulvus rufus 

These showed well at Ampijoroa and Berenty (where they’ve been introduced). 

Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur   Varecia variegate variegata 

We raced up and down steep slopes get a sight of this beautiful lemur at Ranomafana NP. Our efforts 

were rewarded with great views of three animals. 
 

Avahis, Sifakas and Indri  Indriidae 

Eastern Avahi (Woolly Lemur)   Avahi laniger 

We saw three at Ranomafana NP. 

Diademed Sifaka     Propithecus diadema diadema 

We enjoyed four sightings of these lovely salmon-coloured lemurs at Mantadia NP and Anjozorobe, 

including a truly massive specimen at the latter. 

Milne-Edward’s Sifaka    Propithecus diadema edwardsi 

Our sprint to find the ruffed lemurs in Ranomafana NP proved doubly rewarding as there six of these 

also pied lemurs at the same spot! Very fortuitous! We saw a further four the following day in 

Ranomafana NP. 

Verreaux's Sifaka     Propithecus verreauxi verreauxi 

This sifaka was common at Zombitse Forest and Berenty, where we saw them perform their dancing 

bipedal motion across the paths. 

Coquerel's Sifaka     Propithecus verreauxi coquereli 

We enjoyed good views of animals at Ampijoroa. 

Indri       Indri indri 

We had very special encounters with the largest extant lemur species at Analamasoatra SR and 

Anjozorobe, where their whale-like calls filled the air throughout the day. The animals at Anjozorobe 

are a darker form than seen elsewhere and they appeared bulkier too, though this certainly did not 

impede their passage through the forest canopy. 

 

ANNOTATED LIST OF REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS (63 Species seen) 
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Names and taxonomical order of the reptiles and amphibians list follows A Field Guide to the 

Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar by F. Glaw and M. Vences. 

 

Amphibians (15) 

 
Mocquard’s Rain Frog    Scaphiophryne calcarata B 

Madagascar Leaf-litter Frog    Aglyptodactylus madagascariensis 

Madagascar Tree Frog    Boophis madagascariensis 

Warty Bright-eyed Frog    Boophis guibei 

Gephyromantis tschenki 

Gephyromantis sculpturatus 

       Gephyromantis sp. (boulengeri?) 

Mahanoro Digging Frog    Plethodontohyla notosticta 

       Plethodontohyla sp. 

Ivohimanita Madagascar Frog   Mantidactylus majori 

Fort Madagascar Frog     Mantidactylus femoralis 

       Mantidactylus melanopleura 

Baron’s Mantella     Mantella baroni 

Mascarene Grass Frog    Ptychadena mascareniensis 

Tsarafidy Madagascar Frog    Guibemantis pulcher 

 

 

Reptiles (48) 

 

Land Tortoises  Testudinidae 

Spider Tortoise     Pyxis arachnoides 

 

Crocodiles  Crocodylidae 

Nile Crocodile      Crocodylus niloticus 

 

Chameleons  Chamaeleonidae 

Toothed Leaf Chameleon    Brookesia dentata 

Spiny Leaf Chameleon    Brookesia decaryi 

Short-horned Chameleon    Calumma brevicornis 

Blue-legged Chameleon    Calumma crypticum 

Nose-horned Chameleon    Calumma nasuta 

Globe-horned Chameleon    Calumma globifer 

Band-bellied Chameleon    Calumma gastrotaenia 

Parson’s Chameleon     Calumma parsonii 

Oshaughnessy’s Chameleon    Calumma oshaughnessyi 

Side-striped Chameleon    Furcifer lateralis 

Oustalet’s Chameleon     Furcifer oustaleti 

Warty Chameleon     Furcifer verrucosus 

        

Iguanas  Iguanidae 



Trip Report - RBT Madagascar Comprehensive V 2013 

 

 

 

  

Three-eyed Lizard     Chalarodon madagascariensis 

Cuvier’s Iguanid     Oplurus cuvieri 

Double-banded Iguanid    Oplurus cyclurus 

Four-striped Iguanid     Oplurus quadrimaculatus 

 

Geckos  Gekkonidae 

Plain Big-headed Gecko    Paroedura bastardi 

Sikora Leaf-tailed Gecko    Uroplatus sikorae 

Mercator Tropical House Gecko   Hemidactylus mercatorius 

Mocquard’s Dwarf Gecko    Lygodactylus verticillatus 

Grandidier’s Dwarf Gecko    Lygodactylus tolampyae 

Southern Dwarf Gecko    Lygodactylus tuberosus 

Madagascar Day Gecko    Phelsuma madagascariensis 

Lineated Day Gecko     Phelsuma lineata 

Brown Day Gecko     Phelsuma mutabilis 

Four-spotted Day Gecko    Phelsuma quadriocellata 

Modest Day Gecko     Phelsuma modesta 

[Pale-bellied Day Gecko    Phelsuma (modesta) leiogaster] 

Dubious Day Gecko     Phelsuma dubia 

Standing’s Day Gecko     Phelsuma standingi 

Antongil Velvet Gecko    Blaseodactylus antongilensis 

Sakalava/Grandidier’s Velvet Gecko   Blaseodactylus sakalava 
 

Plated Lizards  Gerrhosauridae 

Wide-tailed Plated Lizard    Zonosaurus laticaudatus 

Madagascar Plated Lizard    Zonosaurus madagascariensis 

Three-lined Plated Lizard    Zonosaurus trilineatus 

Lesser Plated Lizard     Tracheloptychus madagascariensis 

Common Madagascar Skink    Madascincus melanopleura 

Gravenhorst’s Skink     Trachylepus gravenhorstii 

Elegant Skink      Trachylepis elegans 

Gold-spotted Skink     Trachylepis aureopunctata 

 

Boas  boidae 

Madagascar Tree Boa     Sanzinia madagascariensis 

Dumeril’s Boa      Boa dumerili 
(An impressive dead specimen was found – does not count towards the total, but worth noting) 

 

Typical Snakes  Colubridae 

Madagascar Spotted Snake    Madagascarophis colubrinus 

Giant Hog-nosed Snake    Leioheterodon madagascariensis 

Variable/Orange Tree Snake    Stenophis variabilis/tulearensis 

Four-striped Snake     Dromicodryas quadrilineatus 

Mahafaly Sand Snake     Mimophis mahfalensis 

 

Notable Insects and other Invertebrates  
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In addition to the startling array of vertebrates that we saw we also came upon numerous other little “creepy-

crawlies” such as the Giraffe-necked Weevil Trachelophorus giraffe, Pygmy Giraffe-necked Weevil and 

Elephant Weevil, the massive colonies of Golden Orb-web Spiders Nephila madagascariensis, Flatid Leaf Bugs, 
Madagascar Hissing Cockroach and a huge assortment of moths, butterflies, mantids and katydids. 
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