Madagascar Highlights I
20th July to 3rd August 2013 (15 days)

Trip Report

Subdesert Mesites by David Erterius

Trip report compiled by tour leader: David Erterius
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Top ten birds as voted for by participants:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Subdesert Mesite
Red-breasted Coua
Pitta-like Ground Roller
Collared Nightjar
Madagascar Plover

6. Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher
7. Red-tailed Tropicbird
8. Madagascar (Long-eared) Owl
9. Red-shouldered Vanga
10. Blue Coua

Tour Summary
Madagascar is the fourth largest island after Greenland, New Guinea, and Borneo, and it boasts a
stunning diversity of plant and animal species found
nowhere else on earth! Our winter tour, although a
departure from the standard summer tours to the
famous “Red Isle”, was nonetheless very successful,
and we managed to see a fantastic portion of the
amazing creatures that call Madagascar home,
whilst also revelling in a very pleasant and much
cooler climate.
The tour kicked off in Madagascar’s capital,
Antananarivo, commonly known as “Tana”. After
meeting at our hotel not far from the airport, we
eagerly began with an afternoon visit to the birdfilled Lake Alarobia in the capital’s centre. Here we
Malagasy Kingfisher by David Erterius
were pleasantly surprised to see the immense
number and variety of birds that were present: masses of Red-billed Teal were resting and feeding out
on the open water, while hundreds of White-faced Whistling Ducks were sitting on the shores and there
were even a few Knob-billed Ducks in the mix. Some scanning produced the only sighting of Hottentot
Teal for the tour, while further highlights included
great views of approximately 100 Black-crowned
Night Herons and a similar number of Black Egrets,
our first Striated Heron, around 50 breeding Western
Cattle Egrets, Great Egret and an estimated 300
Dimorphic Egrets! Another species worth mentioning
was the lovely Malagasy Kingfisher, of which we had
several superb close-up views.
The next morning we set off early to the bird and
animal rich sites of Perinét (also known as Andasibe)
and Mantadia National Park in the eastern rainforest
zone. This biome harbours a rich assemblage of
sought-after birds and mammals, which we were to
explore over the next five days. En route we stopped
Madagascar Plover by David Erterius
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at some rice paddies where an eagle-eyed participant spotted our only Purple Heron for the trip. Here
we also saw our first Hamerkops and Brown-throated Martens.
After travelling through sadly impoverished areas, seeing vast expanses of rice paddies and terraced
hills, the landscape dramatically changed as we entered the rainforest zone of Perinét. On arrival at our
accommodations situated just beside the
pristine forest, we were welcomed by
our local guide who promptly informed
us that he had just found Collared
Nightjar on its day roost. After quickly
settling in to the lodge, we excitedly set
off in search of the bird. Along the way
we had our first encounter with
Malagasy Turtle Dove, before passing
some flowering trees where we enjoyed
several stunning male Souimanga
Sunbirds and also a few splendid
Malagasy Green Sunbirds. Moving on,
we turned off into a much smaller trail,
the terrain now becoming steeper and
Collared Nightjars by David Erterius
rather slippery, and after a somewhat
arduous walk we eventually reached the spot where the nightjars were roosting. Sure enough, there
they were, and everyone agreed that it was definitely worth the effort since we were able to appreciate
these extremely confiding birds from just within focussing distance of our bins. What an incredibly
well-camouflaged and immaculately plumaged species and a great introduction to our time in this rich
and rewarding area!
What we didn’t know then was that this was not to be our last encounter with the species, since later
that evening, during our first night walk not far from our lodge, we suddenly spotted a perched
Collared Nightjar right next to the trail, giving excellent and extended views in the beam of a flashlight.
And then, a little later, we also had incredible flight views of a very responsive Madagascar Nightjar –
two of our major nocturnal targets now in the bag!
Our time in the area was divided between visits to Perinét Special Reserve and the more distant
Mantadia National Park, and the next day we dedicated to the vast area of Mantadia. Along the way
there, as we were passing a small forested swamp, we decided to stop and try for Madagascar Rail and
Madagascar Swamp Warbler. Once again we were rewarded for our efforts, eventually managing a few
good glimpses of the rail when two birds rushed over a small opening in the marshy vegetation, as well
as a cooperative swamp warbler that perched up in the vegetation, giving great scope views.
Eventually reaching our destination, the heart of the pristine Mantadia forest, we immediately headed
out on one of the forest trails. Here we were privy to a plethora of new species including the beautiful
Blue Coua, stunning Pitta-like Ground Roller, Red-tailed and White-headed Vangas, Dark Newtonia,
Ward’s Flycatcher, Madagascar Cuckooshrike, Long-billed Bernieria, Spectacled Tetraka, Rand’s
Warbler, Green Jery and Nelicourvi Weaver.
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Breaking later on for a picnic lunch, we
opted to walk slightly uphill to a small
forest pond in search of two other
endemics, namely Madagascar Grebe and
Meller’s Duck. Reaching the edge of the
pond, we found Madagascar Spinetails
feeding low overhead and it wasn’t long
before we spotted an adult and a juvenile
grebe at the far end of the water,
managing excellent views through the
scope. However, despite a thorough scan
we couldn’t see any ducks, so our local
guide decided to walk along the edge of
the pond to see if there were any birds
Blue Coua by David Erterius

hiding from us. Sure enough, suddenly a
duck came swimming graciously right

into view – a great relief all round!
On the way back to our lodgings, we then tried for a very vocal male Madagascar Flufftail on a trailside
slope. Our local guide promptly made a small clearing in the scrub and within a short time the bird
came straight into view and we were all able to enjoy excellent looks on a couple of occasions.
The following days were spent alternating between Perinét and Mantadia, and some additional and
memorable highlights of our time here included
a very confiding Red-breasted Coua in the open
a mere 5m away, brilliant views of the gorgeous
Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher, excellent closeup views of day-roosting Madagascar Longeared Owl and the related Rainforest Scops Owl,
the peculiar Madagascar Wood Rail, striking
White-throated Rail, lovely Madagascar Blue
Pigeon, Red-fronted Coua, the bizarre Cuckoo
Roller, Velvet Asity, Common Sunbird-Asity,
singing Hook-billed Vanga as well as Blue,
Tylas and the peculiar Nuthatch Vanga, Whitethroated Oxylabes, Wedge-tailed Jery and the
uncommon Forest Fody. Some of us were also
fortunate to obtain second glimpses of a male
Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher by David Erterius
Madagascar Partridge in the Perinét Reserve,
where it was seen suddenly running on the trail ahead of us before scurrying into the dense vegetation
and disappearing from sight.
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Two other highlights worthy of mentioning during our stay in this area were our chase for the shy and
peculiar Madagascar Crested Ibis and eventually finding the aberrant Crossley’s Vanga (formerly
known as Crossley’s Babbler). The ibis was seen just before dusk when, after sneaking around a muddy
trail for a while, we eventually
managed short but decent views of a
pair running away ahead of us,
before disappearing around a bend.
As for the vanga, after several
attempts, during which time we
only heard the species, our hard
working local
guide finally
managed to locate two birds, which
the whole group was able to watch
while they fed on the leaf litter.
Another tricky endemic in the bag!
Very satisfied with our time in the
Perinét-Mantadia area, we returned
to Tana where we spent another
night at our now familiar hotel. The
next morning we caught an early flight to Fort Dauphin on the southeast coast, from where we
commenced the long drive to the famous Berenty Lemur Reserve, located a little inland from the coast
next to the Mandrare River. Although the landscape en route was very scenic, we didn’t see many
birds, though we did add Namaqua Dove, African Palm Swift, Pied Crow and Sakalava Weaver to the
list.
Crossley’s Vanga by David Erterius

Arriving late in the afternoon and after settling into our accommodations, we then added a few more
species while walking in the surrounding riverine
woodland and adjacent gallery forest. However, it
was the following day that produced the most
memorable sightings, including an unobtrusive
Madagascar Cuckoo-Hawk just next to the river,
Madagascar Sandgrouse seen well (both on the
ground and in flight), the lovely Grey-headed
Lovebird, two new species of coua in form of
Crested (in the gallery forest) and Giant Coua (in
the riverine woodland), an unobtrusive Western
Barn Owl on its day roost, Torotoroka Scops Owl
(heard calling around the lodge and seen at
extremely close range in the nearby Spiny Forest),
the striking White-browed Hawk-Owl, excellent
close-up views of Madagascar Nightjar on its day
roost in the Spiny Forest, the peculiar Madagascar
Hoopoe, and our first Madagascar Larks and
Running Coua by David Erterius
Madagascar Mannikins.
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We also went for a nightwalk in the
nearby Spiny Forest, which produced
excellent views of several Greybrown Mouse Lemurs as well as
White-footed Sportive Lemurs. Aside
from our lemur sightings, we
thoroughly enjoyed walking through
the Spiny Forest at night, gazing
upon the tolkienesque landscape and
the glorious night sky with its
unusually distinguishable Milky Way
stretching all across the vast expanse
of the heavens.
Our next destination was the Spiny
Forest at Ifaty on the southwest coast.
After the short flight from Fort
Dauphin to Tulear, we promptly
transferred to our awaiting 4x4 vehicles for the journey up north along what can only be described as a
very bad road! On the way, we stopped at a wetland site where we found several new species including
Little Grebe, Lesser Flamingo, Red-knobbed Coot, Black-winged Stilt, Kittlitz’s Plover, Common and
Curlew Sandpipers, and Mascarene Martin. We then proceeded to our final destination for this
tantalising tour – the spectacular Spiny Forest in the vicinity of Ifaty, which would form the basis of
our explorations for the next three days. While birding in the Spiny Forest we managed to find a
number of great new species and, in fact, some of our primary tour targets, including Madagascar
Harrier-Hawk, the strange Subdesert Mesite, Madagascar Buttonquail, Red-capped and Running
Couas, Long-tailed Ground Roller,
Lafresnaye’s
Vanga,
Archbold’s
Newtonia, Thamnornis and Stripethroated Jery. We were also lucky to
find the rare and endemic Madagascar
Plover at some saltpans in the Ifaty area,
having missed it at Tulear.
White-footed Sportive Lemur by David Erterius

After a very successful and interesting
time in this fascinating and totally
unique part of the world, we then
returned to the Tulear area, where we
visited another interesting habitat called
Coral
Rag
Scrub,
near
the
characteristically named La Tabla
Mountain. Here our two big targets were
Verreaux’s Coua and the fairly recently

Long-tailed Ground Roller by David Erterius
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discovered Red-shouldered Vanga. The latter was located quite easily due to its characteristic little
jingle call; and yet again, thanks to our hard-working local guides, it wasn’t long before we enjoyed a
smart male just within focussing distance of our bins. In high spirits, we then moved on in an attempt to
find the coua. It was a bit windy, which certainly made it more challenging to locate the bird, coupled
with its unwillingness to perch visibly in the scrubs and our inability to hear their calls due to the wind,
and it wasn’t until our third attempt in the morning, two days later, that we finally managed to spot an
individual at close range in the scrub – with much consequent joy and relief!
While in Tulear, we also boarded a speed boat for Nosy Ve, a small and very scenic islet a few
kilometres off the sleepy seaside resort of Anakao. En route we passed some spectacular sea-cliffs
where we found another Malagasy
endemic, Humblot’s Heron, of which
several were sitting on the precipitous
cliffs, before speeding onward to Nosy Ve.
Here we were welcomed by the island’s
famous Red-tailed Tropicbirds, which
breed here unmolested due to a local “fady”
or superstition that protects them, and we
enjoyed some amazing views of the flying
birds just overhead as well as on their nests
a mere few feet away. What a beautiful and
majestic species!
Unfortunately, however, due to strong
onshore wind and dangerous underwater
currents around the island, we couldn’t
undertake our planned snorkelling session,
so we therefore made our way back to the
mainland opposite the island for a
scrumptious seafood lunch at a cosy little
restaurant in Anakao. Our short, mid-day
stay here yielded yet another of our wanted targets, namely the localised and beautiful Littoral Rock
Thrush, which we actually managed to spot from our lunch tables! Subsequently we enjoyed fantastic
close-up views of both a male and female while they fed in the shadows just outside the salon. We then
headed back to Tulear where we spent our last night in the south-west of the island.
Hook-billed Vanga by David Erterius

The next day we flew back to Tana for our final evening together in the country, where we enjoyed a
lovely last supper, exchanging and sharing stories of our many adventures before a well-deserved rest
prior to our international flights home the following day.
Even though this two-week Madagascar Highlights tour ran in the quieter winter season, everyone in
the group agreed that our journey to this evolutionary marvel was indeed a great success. In fact, we
managed to see a fantastic selection of the island’s inhabitants! It must be said and emphasised that the
weather was most pleasant on the whole, without the blistering heat that characterises large portions of
the island from October onwards. With 134 bird species (including members of every endemic family)
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and 15 mammal species recorded, this tour offered almost all of the potential birds and top mammals
along with very temperate weather, a major plus for those who don’t enjoy high temperatures!

Annotated List of Birds
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC List of Birds of the World Recommended English
Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. Please cite the authors: Gill, F. and Wright, M. 2006
when you use their publication.
Key to abbreviations:
E: an endemic species
NE: a near-endemic species (i.e. occurring in the Malagasy region only)
BE: a breeding endemic species
I: an introduced species
e: an endemic subspecies
ne: a near-endemic subspecies
be: a breeding endemic subspecies
CONSERVATION STATUS
C: critical En: endangered V: vulnerable NT: near-threatened

Total species recorded 134 (all of which were seen):
Guineafowl Numididae
Helmeted Guineafowl (I)
Numida meleagris
This species, which is widespread and common on the African mainland, was recorded at Berenty,
where we had a total of 30 individuals.
NOTE: This African species was probably introduced to Madagascar by early colonists.

Pheasants, Fowl and allies Phasianidae
Madagascar Partridge (En)
Margaroperdix madagascariensis
A few of us were very lucky to get a short view of a male in the Analamazoatra Reserve, walking on
the trail a bit ahead of us, before it headed into the vegetation and disappeared.

Ducks & Geese Anatidae
White-faced Whistling Duck
Dendrocygna viduata
We had great views of some 300 at Lake Alarobia, and of some 50 at a wetland between Tulear and
Ifaty.
Knob-billed (Comb) Duck
Sarkidiornis melanotos
About 10 were seen at Lake Alarobia around the start of the tour.
Meller’s Duck (E) (En)
Anas melleri
We enjoyed great scope views of one individual at a small forest pond in Mantadia National Park.
Red-billed Teal (Duck)
Anas erythrorhyncha
Masses, about 700, were seen at Lake Alarobia around the start of the tour, but aside from this, we only
recorded a pair at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty.
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Hottentot Teal
Anas hottentota
We had one encounter with this species, namely at Lake Alarobia, where we enjoyed excellent scope
views of a pair out on the open water.

Grebes Podicipedidae
Little Grebe (Dabchick)
Tachybaptus ruficollis
About 15 individuals were seen at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty.
Madagascar Grebe (E) (V)
Tachybaptus pelzelnii
An adult and an immature of this delicate endemic were seen very well at a small forest pond in
Mantadia National Park, where they were breeding.
NOTE: Globally threatened and declining due to habitat loss, introduction of exotic fish, and competition (and possibly
hybridization) with Little Grebe.

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae
Lesser Flamingo
Phoeniconaias minor
An adult and an immature were seen in a pond just next to the road, at a wetland between Tulear and
Ifaty.

Tropicbirds Phaethontidae
Red-tailed Tropicbird
Phaethon rubricauda
On Nosy Ve we observed good numbers (roughly about a hundred) of this elegant species flying
overhead at very close quarters. Fortunately, it is a local fady (taboo) to disturb the species and as such
they are protected on the island.

Ibises & Spoonbills Threskiornithidae
Madagascar (Crested) Ibis
Lophotibis cristata
Unfortunately, this striking species wasn’t seen by the whole group, even though most of us had good
but short views of a pair in the vicinity of Analamazoatra Reserve.

Herons Ardeidae
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Nycticorax nycticorax
We had good numbers of this striking heron at Lake Alarobia.
Striated Heron
Butorides striatus
Single individuals were seen at a number of occasions, with our best views at Lake Alarobia.
NOTE: Represented in Madagascar by the race B. s. rutenbergi, which tends to be darker than its African counterpart, with
a reddish neck reminiscent of the American B. s. virens (Green Heron).

Squacco Heron
Ardeola ralloides
We just had a few sightings of this species at rice paddies along the road.
[Western] Cattle Egret
Bubulcus ibis
Quite common and seen at a number of occasions, with at most 50 individuals on two days
respectively.
Grey Heron
Ardea cinerea
We found this species breeding alongside the following one on the cliffs near San Augustin, on the way
to Nosy Ve, where we enjoyed good views from our speed boat.
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Humblot’s Heron (E) (V)
Ardea humbloti
As with the above species, we found this endemic heron breeding on the cliffs near San Augustin, on
the way to Nosy Ve, where we had good views from our speed boat.
NOTE: A globally threatened species, essentially restricted to Madagascar but with vagrant records elsewhere.

Purple Heron
Ardea purpurea
We saw this attractive heron on only one occasion, an individual perched in a tree at some rice paddies
along the road from Tana to Perinét.
Great Egret
Ardea alba
Commonly seen in rice paddies and wetlands throughout the island.
Black Heron
Egretta ardesiaca
About a hundred were seen at Lake Alarobia around the start of the tour.
Dimorphic (Western Reef) Egret
Egretta dimorpha
This elegant egret was seen on a number of days at a variety of water associated habitats from rice
paddies to coastal mudflats. Highest count was about 300 at Lake Alarobia.
NOTE: This species is sometimes lumped by authorities as a distinct subspecies of the widespread Little Egret, Egretta
garzetta. Clements treats it as a subspecies of Little Egret.

Hamerkop Scopidae
Hamerkop
Scopus umbretta
We had a few individuals on several occasions; best views were had at rice paddies en route from Fort
Dauphin to Berenty.

Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae
Madagascar Harrier-Hawk (E)
Polyboroides radiatus
Seen twice, the first being a distant flying bird just at the entrance to Mantadia National Park, and then
we had much better views of a perched individual in the Spiny Forest of Ifaty.
Madagascar Cuckoo-Hawk (E)
Aviceda madagascariensis
All of a sudden, this quite unexpected and unobtrusive bird came into view while we walked in the
riverine woodland of Berenty. We watched it (partly hidden by the foliage) through the scope for some
minutes, before it took off.
Frances's Sparrowhawk (Goshawk) (NE)
Accipiter francesii
We had very brief views of one flying by in the Analamazaotra reserve, and much better views of a
perched male in one of the palms at our hotel in Tana at the end of the tour.
Henst's Goshawk (E) (NT)
Accipiter henstii
Unfortunately, just a few of us had brief views from the vehicle, of one flying by while entering the
Mantadia National Park.
NOTE: A scarce endemic that occurs at low densities; usually detected by its far-carrying and distinctive calls.
[Yellow-billed Kite]
Milvus aegyptius
A fairly common species according to the literature, but we had only a few certain sightings. See the
next species as well.
NOTE: Considered as a separate species by IOC but this is currently not recognized by Clements.

Black Kite
Milvus migrans
A few birds were seen during the tour in the arid southern part of the island.
NOTE: This species is split into two by IOC, Yellow-billed M. aegyptius and Black Kite M. migrans. This split is currently
not recognized by Clements.
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Madagascar Buzzard (E)
Buteo brachypterus
Seen on several occasions, most often in forest habitats. Best views were had in Mantadia.

Falcons Falconidae
Malagasy Kestrel (Ne)
Falco newtoni
We had numerous sightings throughout the island, often in connection to urban environments.

Mesites Mesitornithidae
Subdesert Mesite (E) (V)
Monias benschi
Observed on two occasions on the same day in Spiny Forest at Ifaty. Whilst birding there in the day,
our local guides tracked down a perched male bird. The individual exhibited its bizarre behaviour of
remaining motionless on its perch, despite us moving around at fairly close quarters. Then, while doing
a nightwalk in the same area just after dusk, once again the local guides showed us the species, but this
time no less than 6 (!) individuals (3 males and 3 females), sitting on a night roost.

Flufftails Sarothruridae
Madagascar Flufftail (E)
Sarothrura insularis
Seen and heard on a few occasions in Mantadia National Park, most notably cracking views of a
displaying male coming into view in an opening in a dense thicket, a mere twenty feet away.

Rails & Gallinules Rallidae
Madagascar Wood Rail (E)
Canirallus kioloides
We had good but brief views of four individuals, running by in the forest of Analamazaotra.
Madagascar Rail (E)
Rallus madagascariensis
Two individuals were seen well but quite briefly in the early morning at a wetland on our way to
Mantadia, where they crossed small openings on the edge of the vegetation a few times.
White-throated Rail (E)
Dryolimnas cuvieri
Three individuals showed beautifully and for an extended period at the edge of a stream in the
Analamazaotra reserve.
NOTE: Some authorities consider the nominate Madagascar race of this bird as distinctive from the near-flightless Aldabra
Island race, making this another endemic rallid to Madagascar. This is accepted by the IOC.

Common Moorhen
Gallinula chloropus
Four individuals were found at Lake Alarobia, and then we had one at a small forest pond in Mantadia
National Park.
Red-knobbed Coot
Fulica cristata
We had a total of five birds at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty.

Buttonquails Turnicidae
Madagascar Buttonquail (E)
Turnix nigricollis
Seen on two occasions in the Spiny Forest of Ifaty. The first one was unfortunately seen by just a few
of us as we spotted our first Green-capped Coua simultaneously, but fortunately it didn’t take long
before the whole group was rewarded with three individuals, which were tracked down by the local
guides.

Avocets & Stilts Recurvirostridae
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Black-winged Stilt
Himantopus himantopus
We had good views of about twenty at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty.

Plovers Charadriidae
Madagascar Plover (E) (NT)
Charadrius thoracicus
We had a single sighting of this attractive endemic; 2 males allowed for close scope views in the Ifaty
area.
Kittlitz's Plover
Charadrius pecuarius
Seen on a few occasions; highest counts being of 70 individuals at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty
and 40 at saltpans in the Ifaty area.
Three-banded Plover
Charadrius tricollaris
Seen a few times; best views were had just next to the road in the Ifaty area, where 5 individuals
allowed for close scope views.
White-fronted Plover
Charadrius marginatus
Seen at saltpans in the Ifaty area, where we had particularly good scope views of both males and
females, as well as on Nosy Ve.

Sandpipers & Allies Scolopacidae
Whimbrel
Numenius phaeopus
30 very distant individuals were watched through the scope from our lunch restaurant in Tulear.
Common Greenshank
Tringa nebularia
From our lunch restaurant in Tulear, we watched 40 individuals feeding out on the coastal mudflats.
Common Sandpiper
Tringa hypoleucos
We had good but brief views of two individuals at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty.
Curlew Sandpiper
Calidris ferruginea
25 over-summering individuals were seen at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty.

Gulls & Terns Laridae
Great Crested Tern
Thalasseus bergii
An immature gave good views when flying by on the island of Nosy Ve.
Lesser Crested Tern
Sterna bengalensis
A few quite distant birds were seen as we entered Nosy Ve, and fortunately on our way back, we
spotted a flock of 10 individuals fishing just off the island, which gave good views.

Sandgrouse Pteroclididae
Madagascar Sandgrouse (E)
Pterocles personatus
We had good views, particularly in flight, of a total of seven of this large sandgrouse in the vicinity of
Berenty Lemur Reserve.

Pigeons & Doves Columbidae
Common Pigeon (I)
Columba livia
Widespread and fairly common in urban/settlement areas throughout the island. Seen on several days.
Malagasy (Madagascar) Turtle Dove (NE)
Columba picturata
These birds were seen on several days throughout the island in various types of forest habitats. Best
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views were had in the Analamazaotra Reserve, where we watched our first individual perched on the
trail just ahead of us.
Namaqua Dove
Oena capensis
Good numbers of this attractive little dove were seen as we entered the dry south of the island, typically
sitting on the road and flying off just in front of the vehicle.
Madagascar Blue Pigeon (E)
Alectroenas madagascariensis
Seen on most days in the Perinét-Mantadia area, with up to 40 in one day. Most memorable was one
individual which was seen perched just next to the entrance of the Analamazaotra Reserve.

Parrots Psittacidae
Grey-headed Lovebird (E)
Agapornis canus
We had this species at several occasions as we entered the dry south of the island, most notably a flock
of 17 individuals seen well through the scope.
[Greater] Vasa Parrot (NE)
Coracopsis vasa
Unfortunately, we just had quite distant fly-by views of this species on a few occasions, in the
Analamazaotra Reserve (Perinét) and in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty.
[Lesser] Vasa (Black) Parrot (NE)
Coracopsis nigra
Far more common than the previous species, this was seen on about half of our days on the island. Best
views were had in the Analamazaotra Reserve (Perinét), where we watched a flock through the scope,
feeding on pine cones.

Cuckoos, Couas & Coucals

Cuculidae

Malagasy (Madagascar) Coucal (NE)
Centropus toulou
Common and widespread, single birds were recorded on several days. We were particularly entertained
by our first encounter just next to the park entrance at Mantadia, where we watched two individuals
through the scope and also heard their distinctive song.
Crested Coua (E)
Coua cristata
Seen well on several occasions; in the gallery forest at Berenty, as well as in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty.
Verreaux's Coua (E) (NT)
Coua verreauxi
For three days (mornings and late afternoons), we had to work hard for this attractive little coua, which
is confined to the coral rag scrub at La Tabla not far from Tulear. After having glimpsed one flying by,
we eventually managed perfect views of one sitting on top of a shrub in the early morning, just before
we headed for our return flight.
Blue Coua (E)
Coua caerulea
We had about 10 visual encounters and a few heard only, most notably a few seen well at close range
in Mantadia National Park.
Red-capped Coua (E)
Coua ruficeps
Seen on two days in the spiny forest at Ifaty, where one perched up in a tree at close range was the
most memorable sighting.
NOTE: The southern, khaki-capped form of Red-capped Coua (“Green-capped Coua”) is considered to be a full species in
Sinclair I. and Langrande O. Birds of the Indian Ocean Islands. However many other authorities, including IOC and
Clements, consider this form to be a subspecies of Red-capped Coua.

Red-fronted Coua (E)
Coua reynaudii
We had excellent views of this shy and skulky rainforest species in the Analamazaotra Reserve
(Perinét), where a responsive individual gave good views while sitting in a thicket. Also seen in the
Mantadia National Park.
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Running Coua (E)
Coua cursor
This beautiful species was quite elusive but was eventually seen very well in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty,
perched up in a tree.
Giant Coua (E)
Coua gigas
A total of 4 of these birds, the largest of the couas, were seen well in the riverine woodland at Berenty.
Red-breasted Coua (E)
Coua serriana
Probably the most difficult of the coua species to find! We managed to get cracking views of one
individual that walked right to us in the open a mere 20 feet away at Analamazaotra Reserve (Perinét).

Barn Owls Tytonidae
[Western] Barn Owl
Tyto alba
A single bird was seen on its day roost in the riverine woodland at Berenty.

Typical Owls Strigidae
Torotoroka Scops Owl (E)
Otus madagascariensis
We had several excellent close-up views of this species in the Berenty area, where we watched birds
sitting on their day roost. It was also heard several times during night in this area.
Rainforest (Malagasy) Scops Owl (NE)
Otus rutilus
After hearing it at several occasions in the Andasibe/Perinét area after dark, our local bird guide finally
managed to spot one on its day roost, giving excellent close-up views.
NOTE: These Scops Owls have recently been split, based on morphological and vocal differences and habitat preferences.

White-browed Hawk-Owl (E)
Ninox superciliaris
This attractive owl was frequently seen and heard just next to our accommodation in Berenty.
Madagascar (Long-eared) Owl
Asio madagascariensis
One of the most sought-after species in Madagascar! We first heard it at several occasions in the
Andasibe/Perinét area, and eventually our local guide located one individual on its day roost, high up in
some pines. Upon leaving this area, one of the participants spotted a juvenile, sitting much lower and
giving even better views.

Nightjars Caprimulgidae
Collared Nightjar (E)
Caprimulgus enarratus
Thanks to our local guide in the Andasibe/Perinét area, we had superb views of two very confiding
birds together at a day roost, giving superb close-up views. Later on, we also found a single perched
individual while out on one of our night walks in the same area.
Madagascar Nightjar (NE)
Caprimulgus madagascariensis
Common and widespread on Madagascar, we had numerous sightings during the tour; the most
memorable being a responsive individual giving excellent views in the beam of our flashlight.

Swifts Apodidae
Madagascar (Malagasy) Spinetail (NE)
Zoonavena grandidieri
Recorded on several occasions, with the highest numbers in the Perinét/Mantadia area. The closest
encounters were had in Mantadia, where a few birds were flying around low just over head while we
walked on a forest road.
African Palm Swift
Cypsiurus parvus gracilis
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This slender swift was recorded at a few occasions, and most of them were seen en route from Fort
Dauphin to Berenty.

Cuckoo-Rollers Leptosomidae
Cuckoo Roller (NE)
Leptosomus discolor
This very vocal species just gave brief views initially, while displaying high over the forest in
Analamazaotra Reserve, before we had good perched views in the Mantadia NP of a male and female
together, sitting just next to the trail.
NOTE: some authorities such as Sinclair I. and Langrande O. consider the Comoros form of this bird to be a separate
species from that occurring in Madagascar.

Ground Rollers Brachypteraciidae
Pitta-like Ground Roller (E)
Atelornis pittoides
This stunning species, one of the most colourful in the ground roller family, was found just next to the
trail in Mantadia NP. We enjoyed excellent close-up views for a while, before the bird vanished into
the forest.
Long-tailed Ground Roller (E) (V)
Uratelornis chimaera
This species showed very well in the Spiny Forest near Ifaty, where we tracked down one individual in
the day, which gave us excellent close-up views in some thickets. We also had great views of one
perched on a night roost while out on a night walk.

Kingfishers Alcedinidae
Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher (E)
Ispidina madagascariensis
We had excellent views of a single bird in the Perinét/Mantadia area.
Malagasy Kingfisher (NE)
Alcedo vintsioides
This little gem was seen at several occasions at various freshwater sites. We enjoyed particularly good
scope views at Lake Alarobia around the start of the tour.

Bee-eaters

Meropidae

Olive (Madagascar) Bee-eater
Merops superciliosus
Commonly seen throughout the tour with up to 20 individuals in one day. Particularly good views were
had at the entrance to Analamazaotra Reserve and at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty.

Hoopoes Upupidae
Madagascar Hoopoe (E)
Upupa marginata
A few sightings, the best views being in the gallery forest and riverine woodland at Berenty, where we
had good scope views of perched birds and we also heard the distinct call several times.
NOTE: This form is usually considered distinct from the African Hoopoe, based on vocal and morphological differences.

Asities

Philepittidae

Velvet Asity (E)
Philepitta castanea
We had one good sighting of a male in its distinctive scaly non-breeding plumage, spotted just next to
the road while driving into the Mantadia NP.
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[Common] Sunbird-Asity (E)
Neodrepanis coruscans
More often heard than seen, the best views were of one perched in a thicket just next to a stream in the
Analamazaotra Reserve.

Vangas

Vangidae

Red-tailed Vanga (E)
Calicalicus madagascariensis
One of the smaller vangas but no less attractive, we found it in the Perinét/Analamazaotra area and in
the Mantadia NP. Most often females were seen, but we also had a few males, and we were particularly
entertained by one seen in a mixed flock in the Analamazaotra Reserve.
Red-shouldered Vanga (E) (V)
Calicalicus rufocarpalis
This species was first described to science only in 1997, and is highly localized and confined to the
coral scrub habitat near La Tabla, not far from Tulear in the southwest. Thanks to our local guides, who
worked hard in the dense thorn scrubs, all of us were finally treated to good close-up views of a male
bird.
Hook-billed Vanga (E)
Vanga curvirostris
Seen on three occasions and heard on several others. We were particularly entertained by a responsive
individual, which came into view when the RBT leader whistled to it, and subsequently gave perfect
scope views perched on a dead branch.
Lafresnaye's Vanga (E)
Xenopirostris xenopirostris
In the Spiny Forest at Ifaty, we found this species remarkably easily, when it just flew into view on two
consecutive days, giving great if somewhat brief views.
White-headed Vanga (E)
Artamella viridis
We had good though brief views of a singing male in Mantadia NP, and another two were seen in a
mixed flock in the Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve.
Chabert’s Vanga (E)
Leptopterus chabert
The most common and widespread of the vangas, recorded on most days of the tour. The highest
numbers were seen in the Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve and in Mantadia NP, but we also had a few
down south in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty.
Blue Vanga (NE)
Cyanolanius madagascarensis
Another lovely vanga – we had half a dozen of this beautiful species, seen well in the
Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve.
NOTE: Sinclair I. and Langrande O., consider the Comoros race of this species to be distinct, resulting in the Madagascar
Blue Vanga being another Madagascar endemic. This stance is not widely accepted.

Tylas Vanga (E)
Tylas eduardi
Another of the canopy and mid-level species. We had good views of one just next to the trail in the
Analamazaotra Reserve, and a few of us found one near where we watched the Indris on the last
morning.
NOTE: Recent DNA evidence suggests that this “vanga” is more closely related to the cuckoo-shrikes.

Nuthatch Vanga (E)
Hypositta corallirostris
This distinctive species was seen twice: the first one was spotted quite high up in a mixed flock just
next to the road while we were driving out from Mantadia NP, and then we had much better views of
another, also in a mixed flock, in the Analamazaotra Reserve.
Dark Newtonia (E)
Newtonia amphichroa
This deep forest species was seen in Mantadia NP, where we had good if somewhat brief views of
about half a dozen in total.
Common Newtonia (E)
Newtonia brunneicauda
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Commonly seen throughout the tour, especially in the rainforest of Analamazaotra/Perinét and
Mantadia NP. Often heard singing or seen associating with other species in mixed flocks.
Archbold's Newtonia (E)
Newtonia archboldi
This is one of the specials for the arid southern region of the island. We observed a total of three
individuals (of which one was colour-banded by a Japanese researcher!) in the Spiny Forest near Ifaty.
Ward's Flycatcher (E)
Pseudobias wardi
Seen and heard in the rainforest of Analamazaotra/Perinét and Mantadia NP. Best views were had in
the latter area, where we had good views of a few birds catching insects in a mixed flock, just overhead
at a sun-exposed glade.
Crossley's Vanga (E)
Mystacornis crossleyi
We initially only heard this species, formerly considered a babbler but now added to the vanga family
through taxonomic adjustment, in the Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve. After searching incessantly for
days, and just hearing the bird, we were finally rewarded with visual contact of two individuals, and
most of the group managed good if brief views while they were feeding on the leaf litter.

Cuckooshrikes Campephagedae
Madagascar (Ashy) Cuckooshrike (NE)
Coracina cinerea
We had a number of sightings in the Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve as well as in Mantadia NP,
typically mid-level in the forest and in mixed flocks.

Drongos Dicruridae
Crested Drongo (NE)
Dicrurus forficatus
This spectacular bird was commonly recorded on every day of the tour, in a wide variety of habitats.

Monarchs Monarchidae
Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher (NE)
Terpsiphone mutata
A very attractive species, it was seen in all its various colour morphs in the forests of
Analamazaotra/Perinét – Mantadia NP as well as in the riverine woodland at Berenty Lemur Reserve.

Crows & Jays Corvidae
Pied Crow
Corvus albus
Not seen until we entered the arid areas in the south of the island, where it was common and seen in
good numbers.

Larks

Alaudidae

Madagascar Lark (E)
Mirafra hova
Commonly seen in the drier areas down south. First seen on the outskirts of Berenty and later on we
had dozens in the Tulear and Ifaty areas, typically sitting on the road just in front of our vehicles.

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae
Malagasy (Madagascar) Bulbul (NE)
Recorded almost daily in most habitat types.

Hypsipetes madagascariensis

Swallows & Martins

Hirundinidae
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Mascarene Martin (BE)
Phedina borbonica
A few were seen just overhead at the airport in Tana, and then we had excellent flight views of about
30 feeding individuals at a wetland between Tulear and Ifaty.
Brown-throated (Plain) Martin
Riparia paludicola
Considerably smaller than Mascarene Martin and lacking the heavy streaking on the breast, this species
was regularly seen over rice paddies and other wetlands; most of them along the road on our way back
from Perinét to Tana, with best views at some rice paddies just next to a petrol station (!).

Reed Warblers & Allies Acrocephalidae
Malagasy Brush Warbler (NE)
Nesillas typica
This elusive species was heard in the Ankarafantsika NP as well as in Ranomafana, where we also had
short glimpses of two individuals.
Madagascar Swamp Warbler (E)
Acrocephalus newtoni
Heard at a small undisturbed wetland at Upper Vohiparara.

Malagasy Warblers Bernieridae
White-throated Oxylabes (E)
Oxylabes madagascariensis
We had 2 responsive individuals in Mantadia NP, but unfortunately, despite our best efforts, we only
managed short glimpses.
Long-billed Bernieria (Greenbul) (E)
Bernieria madagascariensis
A fairly common species, seen on several occasions and usually associated with mixed flocks, in the
rainforest at Analamazaotra/Perinét and Mantadia NP.
Wedge-tailed Jery (E) (NT)
Hartertula flavoviridis
We had good if somewhat brief views of 5 birds in a mixed flock next to a stream in the Mantadia
rainforest.
Thamnornis (Warbler) (E)
Thamnornis chloropetoides
We had good close-up views of 2 birds just next to the trail in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty, and also heard
the species in the coral rag scrub at La Tabla a few times.
Spectacled Tetraka (Greenbul) (E)
Xanthomixis zosterops
This rainforest specialist was seen associated with mixed flocks in the rainforests of
Analamazaotra/Perinét and Mantadia NP.
Rand's Warbler (E)
Randia pseudozosterops
Seen twice in the forest at Mantadia NP, even though we only had quite brief views high up in the
canopy. However, it didn’t take long before we were treated to better views of a bird in the
Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve. At every occasion, they were seen in mixed flocks, associating with
other species.

Cisticolas & Allies Cisticolidae
Common Jery (E)
Neomixis tenella
Widespread and common throughout at various types of forest and woodland habitats. We were
particularly entertained by close-up views of very responsive individuals at the lodge in Berenty and in
the Spiny Forest at Ifaty.
Green Jery (E)
Neomixis viridis
We had a total of 9 birds seen on three occasions, most of them high overhead in the canopy of
Mantadia NP, but a few in the Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve as well.
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Stripe-throated Jery (E)
Neomixis striatigula
This species was seen in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty, where we had good views of 10 individuals in the
thickets just next to the trail.
Madagascar Cisticola (NE)
Cisticola cherinus
Regularly encountered in various types of open habitat such as grasslands and the edges of wetlands,
especially in the dry south.

White-eyes Zosteropidae
Madagascar White-eye (NE)
Zosterops maderaspatanus
Quite common in the forests at Analamazaotra/Perinét and Mantadia, and also a few at Berenty. Best
views were had in mixed flocks in Mantadia NP.

Starlings Sturnidae
Common Myna (I)
Acridotheres tristis tristis
This introduced species was common and widespread in disturbed, open habitats throughout the island,
though not seen on the forested eastern localities.
Madagascar Starling (E)
Hartlaubius aurata
Unfortunately, we had only quite distant views of one flying overhead in Mantadia NP.

Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae
Madagascar Magpie-Robin (E)
Copsychus albospecularis
This striking and very confiding species was seen throughout the tour on most days in various types of
forest habitats.
[Madagascar] Stonechat (E)
Saxicola sibilla
A few were seen in the higher-lying areas of the tour. We had good scope views of both a male and a
female in the Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve.
Littoral Rock Thrush (E)
Monticola (Pseudocossyphus) imerina
We were treated to some cracking views of both a male and a female just next to our lunch restaurant at
Anakao, just after we had left the island of Nosy Ve.

Sunbirds Nectariniidae
Souimanga Sunbird (NE)
Cinnyris (Nectarinia) sovimanga
This pretty little species was seen on nearly every day of the tour. We had particularly good views in
the Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve, where we watched feeding on flowers in good light.
Malagasy Green (Madagascar) Sunbird (NE)
Cinnyris (Nectarinia) notatus
Seen a few times in the Analamazaotra/Perinét Reserve, with the most memorable sighting being closeup views of a shiny male feeding on flowers.

Weavers Ploceidae
Nelicourvi Weaver (E)
Ploceus nelicourvi
We had a total of seven on four different days in the Analamazaotra Reserve and in Mantadia NP.
Typically encountered in association with mixed flocks and most of them giving good if somewhat
brief views.
Sakalava Weaver (E)
Ploceus sakalava
Common in the arid southern parts of the island, where it was seen almost every day.
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(Madagascar) Red Fody (E)
Foudia madagascariensis
20 individuals were seen at our hotel in Tana and an additional five en route to Perinét/Mantadia. We
had great views of 70 birds at saltpans in the Ifaty area.
Forest Fody (E)
Foudia omissa
We managed to spot two stunning males in their breeding plumage together with a female, which were
associating with a mixed flock deep inside the forest of Mantadia NP. We also had a handful of
putative Forest Fodys on two different occasions in the Analamazaotra Reserve, but since there is some
known hybridization between this species and (Madagascar) Red Fody in that area, these should be left
as unidentified.

Waxbills, Munias & Allies Estrildidae
Madagascar Mannikin (Munia) (E)
Lemuresthes (Lonchura) nana
Seen on a couple of occasions, with our best views just next to our lodge in Berenty, where a few
individuals were seen perched through the scope.

Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae
Madagascar Wagtail (E)
Motacilla flaviventris
Regularly seen at the entrance to the Analamazaotra Reserve, where we had excellent views of up to
four birds at a time.

Annotated list of Mammals
Garbutt, N. (2007) Mammals of Madagascar, A Complete Guide.

Old World Fruit Bats Pteropodidae
Madagascar Flying Fox
Pteropus rufus
We had great scope views of these bizarre creatures at their day roost in the riparian forest of Berenty
Lemur Reserve.

Tenrecs & Otter Shrews
Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec
Echinops telfairi
One was seen during a night walk in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty.
Lowland Streaked Tenrec
Hemicentetes semispinosus
This species is normally hibernating at this time of the year, so we were very fortunate to find one just
at our lunch site in Mantadia National Park.

Mouse & Dwarf Lemurs Cheirogaleidae
Grey-Brown Mouse Lemur
Microcebus griseorufus
This is the common species in the south, and we found 6 individuals altogether on our night walks in
the spiny forest habitat of Berenty and Ifaty.
Goodman’s Mouse Lemur
Microcebus lehilahytsara
We managed to spot two different individuals of this highly localized species, which is confined to the
forests around the Analamazaotra Reserve. This species was described as new to science as late as
2005!
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Sportive Lemurs Megaladapidae
White-footed Sportive Lemur
Lepilemur leucopus
A total of 8 individuals were seen of this species, all of them in the Spiny Forest of Berenty and Ifaty.
We had great views of animals on day-roost as well as on our night walks.
Petter’s Sportive Lemur
Lepilemur petteri
This lemur was encountered in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty, where we had prolonged views of one
individual, which was seen perched just next to the trail during a night walk.

“True” Lemurs Lemuridae
Eastern Gray Bamboo Lemur
Hapalemur griseus griseus
We were fortunate to have several prolonged and good views of this quite unobtrusive species, in the
Analamazaotra Reserve as well as Mantadia National Park.
Ring-tailed Lemur
Lemur catta
This striking species, which is probably the most widely recognized of all lemurs, were seen daily just
next to our bungalows, and even at our dinner tables in the outdoor restaurant (!) at Berenty Lemur
Reserve, where we enjoyed numerous extremely close encounters of these very confiding individuals.
Red-bellied Lemur
Eulemur rubiventer
We had good views of two animals on their roost in a big tree.
Brown Lemur
Eulemur fulvus fulvus
The nominate race ssp. Fulvus (a. k. a. “Common Brown Lemur), was seen frequently in the
Analamazaotra Reserve and in Mantadia National Park, while it was replaced by the ssp. Rufus (a. k. a.
“Red-fronted Brown Lemur”) in the dry south, where it was seen daily at Berenty Lemur Reserve.

Avahis, Sifakas and Indri Indriidae
Eastern Avahi (Woolly Lemur)
Avahi laniger
Two individuals were seen in the Analamazaotra Reserve.
Diademed Sifaka
Propithecus diadema diadema
We had a fabulous encounter in Mantadia National Park, where a group of 10 individuals gave
prolonged views at close range just above our heads. This species is often considered one of the best
looking lemur species.
Verreaux's Sifaka
Propithecus verreaux verreauxi
The common southern Sifaka, these amusing creatures are famous for their comical, bipedal ‘dance’ as
they cross open ground. They were recorded at Berenty Lemur Reserve and Zombitse forest.
Indri
Indri indri
We first heard this species at our lodgings in Anjozorobe and Andasibe. After searching for them we
then had superb close-up views of these, the largest of the lemurs, in Analamazaotra. Hearing the
family group vocalize nearby is certainly a memory that will be fondly cherished!

Annotated list of Amphibians and Reptiles
Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition
(2007). Insect names were derived from various sources.
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Chameleons Chamaeleonidae
Short-horned Chameleon
Calumma brevicornis
We recorded this species during a night walk around Andasibe.
Nose-horned Chameleon
Calumma nasuta
A small species and the most commonly seen. We had a total of seven individuals during several night
walks in the Andasibe area.
Band-bellied Chameleon
Calumma gastrotaenia
One was seen at Andasibe on of the night walks in the area.
Parson’s Chameleon
Calumma parsonii
We had good looks at a total of 4 of this superb chameleon during night walks in the Andasibe area.
Warty Chameleon
Furcifer verrucosus
A total of 3 individuals were seen in the Spiny Forest at Berenty and another one was seen in the Spiny
Forest at Ifaty.
Side-striped Chameleon
Furcifer lateralis
Seen at one occasion during one of our night walks in the Andasibe area.

Geckos Gekkonidae
Painted Big-headed Gecko
Paroedura pictus
We found one in the Spiny Forest at Ifaty in connection to a night walk there, just when we came back
to our vehicles.
Lineated Day Gecko
Phelsuma lineata
These beautiful day geckos were seen at several occasions in the Andasibe area.

Boas Boidae
Madagascar Tree Boa
Sanzinia madagascarensis
One seen in the Analamazaotra Reserve, where our local guide took it out from its day-roost in a
cavity.
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