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Tour Summary 
 

The island of New Britain, situated in the warm 

Bismarck Sea just to the north-east of mainland New 

Guinea, forms part of a string of volcanic islands 

known as the Bismarck Archipelago. Famous amongst 

birders for its wealth of sought-after endemics, it 

makes for a very fine extension to our popular Papua 

New Guinea birding adventure. After an exciting 

landing at Hoskins, we collected our gear and set off 

for our luxurious accommodation in Kimbe Bay.  

 

Our first morning on the island saw us heading off to 

the lowland forest reserve of Garu, home of many of 

the island’s trickier lowland species. We picked up our 

first birds while passing through the interminable palm plantations. Close up Black Bittern gave way to 

a pair of White-browed Crake, a covey of Pacific Black Duck and a number of Common Kingfisher. 

With the commoner stuff out of the way, we arrived at Garu ready for a pile of rather more special 

species.  

 

This extensive patch of primary and secondary forest produced the expected excellence and we enjoyed 

good sightings of a number of specialities including Pacific Baza, numerous Stephan's Emerald Dove, 

Knob-billed Fruit Dove, Red-knobbed Imperial Pigeon, the scarce Finsch's Imperial Pigeon, stark 

Yellowish Imperial Pigeon, shy White-necked Coucal, huge Blyth's Hornbill, raucous Blue-eyed 

Cockatoo and a number of Purple-bellied Lorys. Having seen a decent number of the more widespread 

species, we concentrated on two difficult kingfishers; the endemic Black-capped Paradise and White-

mantled. To stand a chance of finding the former, we had to leave the comfortable walking conditions of 

the road and trudge into the rather muddier forest interior. With a little persuasion, this long tailed stunner 

eventually posed for prolonged, if somewhat slightly obscured views. Before the heat intensified, we 

focused on the equally difficult White-mantled Kingfisher. Upon hearing an individual calling from a 

typically high perch, we split up to 'glass the area'. We were successful again, finding an individual high 

up on its exposed perch. Scope views were the order of the day, but even from a distance this is yet 

another stunning member of the kingfisher family. 

 

With the hard work done, we then concentrated on 

finding more of the typical denizens of this forest: small 

flocks of Red-flanked Parakeet obliged by perching in 

any fruiting tree we looked at, the rather drab Ashy 

Myzomela put in repeat appearances, Long-tailed Myna 

showed up occasionally amongst the more numerous 

Metallic Starling, while Spangled Drongo did its 

determined best to remain obscure. Then there were 

those species that were quite simply prolific: New Britain 

Friarbird, Bismarck Crow, Red-banded Flowerpecker, 

Olive-backed Sunbird, Black Sunbird, Coconut Lorikeet, 

Eclectus Parrot, Uniform Swiftlet, Sacred Kingfisher and 

Willie Wagtail. As lunch time approached we headed 

back into the forest to find an odd looking ‘chicken’. 

Blyth’s Hornbill by Markus Lilje 

Melanesian Megapode by Jonathan Rossouw 
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Despite the mosquito infestation, we ploughed through the soft mud and passed a number of 'mounds' 

until we had the target of our ambition, a Melanesian Megapode perched up a tree. Seemingly 

unperturbed, we were able to take our time observing this individual. Whether we had had our fill of the 

megapode or the mosquitos was a moot point, but we left soon after for well-deserved bush lunch.  

 

As the day heated up, we left Garu Forest for our lodge. 

Some managed distant scoped views of Black Noddy from 

the deck before we retired for a short rest. Post rest we made 

the hike up Kilu Ridge where we were fortunate to have 

brilliant views of New Britain Boobook on the day roost. 

Upon reaching the ridge-line we were greeted by more 

hordes of Eclectus Parrots and dozens of Blyth’s Hornbills 

performing their 'steam train' wing beat. A Varied Triller was 

added to the list while some very distant Song Parrots could 

only be heard. Three Pacific Baza displayed in the distance 

while additional large flocks of Blue-eyed Cockatoo, Knob-

billed Fruit Dove and Purple-bellied Lory passed overhead. 

With the afternoon fading we headed back down the hill for 

dinner. 

 

We started our second day in much the same way as the first, heading back to Garu Forest to target some 

of the tougher endemics. We got off to an excellent start with a flushed Nankeen Night Heron, a fairly 

scarce inhabitant of New Britain. A little drizzle in the air did not curtail our efforts and we soon added 

another unusual find, a single Channel-billed Cuckoo. A co-operative pair of Shining Bronze Cuckoo 

showed well, while Brush Cuckoo had rather less interest in us. We finally obtained decent views 

Violaceous Coucal before locking onto the endemic Black-tailed Monarch feeding within a small mixed 

flock. Both Shining and the endemic Velvet Flycatcher fell in quick succession before it was time to head 

back to our lodge for lunch. Small numbers of Lesser Frigatebird greeted us before we hustled into the 

now popular air-conditioned dining hall for our midday meal. With many of the targeted species already 

seen, we decided to try an alternative site in the afternoon. Song Parrot again made a swift exit before 

any of the participants could see one, while a Northern Fantail disappeared into the canopy with slightly 

less haste. The remainder of the afternoon was an exercise in noise abatement as thousands of Eclectus 

Parrots attempted to talk over each other. Two full days in the muggy lowlands had taken their toll and 

we were most happy to return to the air-conditioned environs of the lodge. Tomorrow would be one of 

the undoubted highlights of the tour, a boat trip around two offshore islets.  

 

Having claimed our flippers and masks, we climbed aboard 

and made off into the dawn-lit ocean. A number of 

commoner seabirds were seen en route to Malu Island 

including a distant Brown Booby, a handful of Brown 

Noddy amongst thousands of Black Noddy, the odd 

Common and Gull-billed Tern and a rather large pod of 

Indo-pacific Bottlenose Dolphins. Proper excitement 

started just off the small beach on Malu Island as a number 

of Island Imperial Pigeon made short sallies over the ocean, 

as if attempting to reach the main land before changing their 

mind as soon as the saw the turquoise ocean below them. 

An Eastern Osprey slunk its way around the island while 

Finsch’s Imperial Pigeon by Markus Lilje 

Beach Kingfisher by Glen Valentine 
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we waited patiently for our primary target, Nicobar Pigeon. Success duly arrived, though the dark blobs 

perched high above the boat were far from satisfying. Persevering, we were to encounter a number of 

individuals providing rather better views of themselves. Finally 

satisfied with our sightings of Nicobar Pigeon, we attempted to 

make the short ride towards Restorf Island, but were swiftly diverted 

in order to take advantage of some nearby, perched Black-naped 

Terns and a few hundred Black Noddy.  

 

The remaining endemics and near endemics needed to be found 

before we contemplated a leisurely snorkel off the beach-side reef. 

We made a few passes around the island adding White-bellied Sea 

Eagle, Collared Kingfisher, Sclater's Myzomela, Island Monarch, 

Mangrove Golden Whistler and a few more Nicobar Pigeons before 

beaching ourselves for an island breakfast. MacKinlay's Cuckoo-

Dove made a swift exit from the forest and an even swifter return, 

denying us a view unfortunately. With breakfast complete, some of 

us put our snorkelling gear on and proceeded to sample the 

incredible coral (half the world's coral species occur here) and fish 

life just a few metres offshore. Below the turquoise waters, we 

managed close encounters with various marine fish while some 

excitement permeated as a rather small and harmless Black-tipped 

Reef Shark glided below us. Snorkelling over, we made a few more 

passes of the island in order to find one last target, Beach Kingfisher. 

Having found a pair perched up a dead tree, we called time on a very successful outing and headed back 

to the dock. We did however change course one last time for some distant shorebirds, scoping Grey-

tailed Tattler, Whimbrel, Little Egret and Pacific Reef Heron from the deck. 

 

Upon landing, a quick fire stomp around the gardens for the rumoured Buff-faced Pygmy Parrots was 

made (actually, we had been having a 'quick' look for a few days now) and our perseverance paid off 

with a trunk full of these thumb-sized parrots. Post lunch we headed back out for some final lowland 

Black Noddy feeding frenzy by Rich Lindie 

Island Imperial Pigeon 

by Rich Lindie 
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forest birding. We chose to bird the Kulu River on this occasion, stopping en route to search for one last 

endemic, Buff-bellied Mannikin. A little agricultural crashing through the grasslands flushed a Purple 

Swamphen and a number of Clamorous Reed Warblers before a small flock of Mannikins was found. 

The Kulu River gave us a short shower before giving up a surprising number of new species. A fruiting 

tree held both White-bellied Cuckooshrike and the scarce endemic Grey-capped Cicadabird, before we 

noticed a rather large flock of Red-chinned Lorikeet feeding quietly across the river. Black-bellied 

Myzomela put in a short appearance after which we wound the day down with a flock of migratory 

Rainbow Bee-eater.  

 

As always, our New Britain Extension provided us with a great deal of fantastic birding, some highly 

localised and endemic species, amazing snorkelling and very comfortable accommodation. As was the 

case on this tour, an excellent way to begin our tour of Papua New Guinea! 

 

Annotated Checklist of Birds Recorded 
 

87 species recorded (*4 heard only) 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy: IOC World Bird List version 4.2, Gill, F. & Donsker. D. (Eds). 2014.  

 

Key to endemic abbreviations 

NB – endemic to New Britain 

BA – endemic to the Bismarck Archipelago 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Pacific Black Duck     Anas superciliosa 

Small numbers were seen each time we passed through palm plantations en route to Garu. 

 

Megapodes  Megapodiidae 
Melanesian Megapode           Megapodius eremita                   

We flushed a few of these forest understory birds while walking through a small portion of a nesting 

colony at Garu. We eventually had great views of a single bird sitting on a horizontal branch. 

Unfortunately we also saw the effects of rampant egg collecting when two locals exited the forest with 4 

fresh eggs. 

 

Herons, Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Black Bittern      Dupetor flavicollis 

A number of individuals were observed hunting amongst the palm plantations en route to Garu. 

Nankeen Night Heron     Nycticorax caledonicus 

A single bird was flushed amongst the palm plantations and another along the Kulu River. 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 

An uncommon species on the island, small numbers were found feeding amongst the more numerous 

cattle on our first day.  

Great Egret Ardea alba 

Seen near our lodge both from shore as well as during our boat.  

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

A single bird was scoped from the boat when returning from the islands. 

Pacific Reef Heron                                        Egretta sacra 
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Two individuals scoped from the boat when returning from the islands. 

 

Frigatebirds  Fregatidae 
Lesser Frigatebird                                         Fregata ariel 

Good views were had of a number of individuals from shore as well as from the boat. 

 

Gannets, Boobies  Sulidae 
Brown Booby                                         Sula leucogaster 

We saw a distant individual from the boat while travelling to Restorf Island. 

 

Ospreys  Pandionidae 
Eastern Osprey      Pandion cristatus 

One bird was seen near Malu Malu Island during our boat trip. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Pacific Baza      Aviceda subcristata 

A total of three of these generally scarce raptors were seen during our afternoon on Kilu Ridge. 

Variable Goshawk     Accipiter hiogaster 

Commonly recorded during our time at Garu Forest. 

Brahminy Kite      Haliastur indus 

Abundant on the island. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle     Haliaeetus leucogaster 

A single bird was seen perched near a nest on Restorf Island. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
White-browed Crake    Porzana cinerea 

Two birds were seen on consecutive days while passing small streams within the palm plantations. 

Purple Swamphen     Porphyrio porphyrio 

We flushed one individual while searching for Buff-bellied Mannikin amongst tall grass. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

Two of these waders were seen from distance during the boat trip back from Restorf Island. 

Grey-tailed Tattler      Tringa brevipes 

A singleton was scoped from distance on the boat ride back from Restorf Island. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Brown Noddy Anous stolidus 

A few distant birds were scoped from land while a single individual was seen amongst the more numerous 

Black Noddys. 

Black Noddy Anous minutus 

Excellent views were had many hundreds of individuals, nesting on Restorf as well as perched on 

exposed sand banks. Distant individuals were also scoped from the lodge balcony. 

Gull-billed Tern                          Geochelidon nilotica 

Small numbers seen early on during our morning boat departure. 

Greater Crested Tern                          Sterna bergii 

Small numbers scoped from. 
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Black-naped Tern Sterna sumatrana 

A most elegant tern seen on a few occasions at close range during our boat trip out to Malu Malu Island. 

Common Tern                                              Sterna hirundo 

Only a handful seen on the boat trip. 

 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
*Slender-billed Cuckoo-Dove   Macropygia amboinensis 

Only heard during our time at Garu Forest. 

Stephan's Emerald Dove     Chalcophaps stephani 

An abundant species amongst the oil palm plantation understory that dominates much of the lowlands. 

Nicobar Pigeon      Caloenas nicobarica 

One of the most highly desired species on the tour. Our initial views were satisfactory, but we were 

able to get extended perched views on both Malu Malu and Restorf Islands. 

Knob-billed Fruit Dove  (BA)                       Ptilinopus insolitus                 

Commonly encountered in all the lowland forests. 

Red-knobbed Imperial Pigeon  (BA)  Ducula rubricera                     

Abundant in the lowland forests. 

Finsch’s Imperial Pigeon  (BA)  Ducula finschii 

Heard frequently, we managed to get superb scope views of a single bird at Garu. 

Island Imperial Pigeon  (BA) Ducula pistrinaria 

Common on both Malu Malu and Restorf Islands. 

Yellowish Imperial Pigeon  (BA)   Ducula subflavescens 

Common throughout the island. 

 

Cuckoos and Coucals  Cuculidae 
White-necked Coucal  (BA) Centropus ateralbus                  

We eventually managed excellent views of this skulking species during our time at Garu. 

Violaceous Coucal  (BA) Centropus violaceus                  

A rather duller version of the former species, good views were also had at Garu. 

*Pacific Koel Eudynamys orientalis                  

Heard regularly in the lowlands, we were unable to get a visual of this otherwise widespread species. 

Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae                  

A single bird was seen in flight at Garu. 

Shining Bronze Cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus 

Individuals were seen on consecutive days at Garu. 

Brush Cuckoo     Cacomantis variolosus 

Heard on most days of the tour, we called in two un-cooperative individuals at Garu. 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
New Britain Boobook  (BA) Ninox varigata 

We were very fortunate to see this scarce species on the day roost on our way up Kilu Ridge. 

 

Treeswifts  Hemiprocnidae 
Moustached Treeswift    Hemiprocne mystacea 

A few individuals flew over us on our first morning at Garu. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
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White-rumped Swiftlet                                Aerodramus spodiopygius              

Small numbers were sifted out of the larger Uniform Swiftlet flocks at Garu. 

Uniform Swiftlet      Aerodramus vanikorensis 

Large numbers were seen throughout the island. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Oriental Dollarbird      Eurystomus orientalis 

Singletons and pairs were seen at most forest sites on the island. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Black-capped Paradise Kingfisher  (NB) Tanysiptera sylvia 

This attractive, long-tailed kingfisher was seen well and commonly heard at Garu Forest.  

White-mantled Kingfisher  (NB)  Todirhamphus albonotatus 

Often a difficult species, we enjoyed great scope views of a pair in Garu Forest. 

Collared Kingfisher                                       Todirhamphus chloris 

One bird was seen on Restorf Island while searching for the next species.  

Beach Kingfisher Todirhamphus saurophaga               

After circumventing Malu Malu Island a few times, we eventually found a pair sitting on an exposed 

perch. 

Sacred Kingfisher     Todiramphus sanctus 

This common wintering bird from Australia was seen on many occasions. 

Common Kingfisher      Alcedo atthis 

Commonly encountered along small streams in the palm plantations and around our lodge. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Rainbow Bee-eater      Merops ornatus 

Small numbers of this Australian migrant were seen at the Kulu River. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Blyth's Hornbill     Aceros plicatus 

Commonly seen and heard, we had especially good flight views on Kilu Ridge. 

 

Cockatoos  Cacatuidae 
Blue-eyed Cockatoo  (NB)                              Cacatua ophthalmica   

Commonly seen and heard throughout the lowland and foothill forests. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Buff-faced Pygmy Parrot Micropsitta pusio 

Having searched the lodge gardens for days, we finally made contact after completing our boat ride. 

Very up close and personal views were obtained of these thumb-sized birds. 

Coconut Lorikeet     Trichoglossus haematodus 

Common and widespread throughout. 

Purple-bellied Lory Lorius hypoinochrous 

Excellent views were obtained of this gorgeous parrot on several occasions with especially good numbers 

in Garu. 

Red-chinned Lorikeet  (BA)    Charmosyna rubrigularis 

A shy and tricky endemic, we managed good views of a flock along the Kulu River. 
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Red-flanked Lorikeet     Charmosyna placentis 

Abundant at Garu, where practically every fruiting or flowering tree brimmed with birds. 

*Song Parrot  (BA)      Geoffroyus heteroclitus 

Heard at Kilu Ridge and Boku, no-one was able to see these parrots dashing off at high speed. 

Eclectus Parrot      Eclectus roratus 

Abundant throughout, the raucous cacophony at Boku forest practically ended our ability to bird! 

 

Honeyeaters  Meliphagidae 
 

Ashy Myzomela  (NB)                                    Myzomela cineracea                   

Regularly encountered at all the lowland forest sites. 

Sclater's Myzomela  (NB)  Myzomela sclateri                    

We managed excellent views of a number of these attractive, small island endemics on both Malu Malu 

and Restorf Islands. 

New Britain Friarbird  (NB)   Philemon cockerelli 

Commonly heard and seen throughout. 

 

Cuckoo-shrikes  Campephagidae 
White-bellied Cuckooshrike    Coracina papuensis 

A small flock was seen at Kulu River. 

Grey-capped Cicadabird  (BA)    Coracina remota 

A tricky endemic, we managed good views of a male and female along the Kulu River. 

Varied Triller      Lalage leucomela 

A single bird was seen while standing on Kilu Ridge. 

 

Whistlers  Pachycephalidae 
Mangrove Golden Whistler  Pachycephala melanura 

Having seen a few individuals in flight around Malu Malu Island, some found a stunning male on Restorf 

Island while the rest of us were snorkeling. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Spangled Drongo      Dicrurus bracteatus 

Fairly common, we saw good numbers at Garu.    

 

Fantails  Rhipiduridae 
Willie Wagtail      Rhipidura leucophrys 

Abundant throughout the island! 

Northern Fantail      Rhipidura rufiventris 

A single bird was seen scarpering into the canopy at Boku. 

 

Monarchs  Monarchidae 
Black-tailed Monarch  (BA)    Symposiachrus verticalis 

Some effort was required to pin this bird down before it gave excellent views at Garu. 

Island Monarch  (BA)                                             Monarcha cinerascens 

A few 'in flight' individuals were seen on Malu Malu Island, while we had much better views of two 

individuals on Restorf Island.  
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Shining Flycatcher      Myiagra alecto 

Seen at a few localities, though none better than a nesting pair near the marina of our lodge. 

Velvet Flycatcher  (BA)    Myiagra hebetior 

Another endemic that made us work a little, good views were had on our second morning at Garu. 

 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 
Bismarck Crow  (BA)    Corvus insularis 

Abundant throughout the island. 

 

Swallows, Martins  Hirundinidae 
Pacific Swallow      Hirundo tahitica 

Commonly found perched on the various boats around our lodge. 

Tree Martin       Petrochelidon nigricans 

Regularly seen around the lodge. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Clamorous Reed Warbler    Acrocephalus stentoreus 

A few birds were seen in the grassland habitat near our resort. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
*Golden-headed Cisticola    Cisticola exilis 

A singleton of this widespread and common species was heard in the grassland habitat near our resort. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Metallic Starling      Aplonis metallica 

Another abundant species seen in large numbers at all lowland forest sites.   

Singing Starling Aplonis cantoroides 

Small numbers seen on our arrival at the airport. 

Long-tailed Myna  (BA)                                Mino kreffti 

Good views were seen of a number of individuals at Garu. 

 

Flowerpeckers  Dicaeidae 
Red-banded Flowerpecker  (BA)  Dicaeum eximium                      

While common, these tiny birds rarely perched for long. Good views were had at Garu. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Black Sunbird      Leptocoma sericea 

Regularly seen in secondary forest at all locations on the island. 

Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis 

Commonly encountered at most locations, especially around our lodge. 

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches  Passeridae 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow     Passer montanus 

Common near human habitation only. 
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Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Buff-bellied Mannikin (Munia)  (BA)  Lonchura melaena                     

Initially we struggled to find this species, but determination paid off with excellent views of a flock not 

far from our lodge.   

 

Annotated Checklist of Mammals Recorded 
 

Old World Fruit Bats  Pteropodidae 
Great Flying Fox  Pteropus neohibernicus 

Variable numbers were seen at most lowland forest sites. 

 

Oceanic Dolphins  Delphinidae 
Indo-pacific Bottlenose Dolphin  Tursiops aduncus 

We were fortunate to across a large pod of these dolphins en route to Malu Malu Island. 
Note: The genus Tursiops was monospecific until the late 1990's. The Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphin was split from the 

more wide-spread Common Bottle-nose Dolphin T. truncatus (Rice 1998). The taxonomic status of several subpopulations 

of Tursiops (i.e. South Africa and western Australia) is questionable, and the genus may be split further. 

 

 

Rockjumper Birding Tours CC 

Worldwide Birding Adventures 
Registration number 2001/059480/23 

PO Box 13972, Cascades, 3202, South Africa 

Tel:  +27 33 394 0225 

Fax: +27 88 033 394 0225 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com  

 

 
 

mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

