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Tour Summary 
 

Most of us had already begun our tour of Papua New Guinea on 

the nearby island of New Britain, hence our day started with an 

early transfer and flight back to Port Moresby. Having arrived at 

our hotel for lunch, we met up with the new arrivals and headed 

out for a soft-core introduction to New Guinean birding. What 

was supposed to have been a short drive to the Pacific Adventist 

University (PAU) ended up being much delayed due to road 

construction. A handful of Straw-necked Ibis were given short 

shrift en route. With a somewhat delayed start, we set about 

finding as many of the locally relevant species as time permitted. 

As it happened, we successfully found practically every species 

required. Nankeen Night Heron dozing in the parking lot trees, 

Pacific Black Duck, Plumed Whistling Ducks, Australasian 

Grebe, Masked Lapwing, both Little Pied and Little Black 

Cormorants and Comb-crested Jacana. A walk in surrounding 

woodland gave us Black-backed Butcherbird, both Peaceful and 

Bar-shouldered Doves, particularly attractive Orange-fronted Fruit Dove, Torresian Imperial Pigeon, 

Coconut Lorikeet, Sacred Kingfisher, Fawn-breasted Bowerbird, New Guinea Friarbird, Rufous-banded and 

Yellow-tinted Honeyeaters, Australasian Figbird, Singing Starling and Yellow-faced Myna. A concerted 

search for the monstrous Papuan Frogmouth proved successful with no less than two pairs observed at close 

quarters. One more traffic infused drive had us back at the hotel just in time for dinner. Welcome to PNG, 

but this had been a very easy welcome - 16 days of hard birding was to start in the morning. 

 

Our second day was to see some proper New Guinean birding at 

the nearby Varirata National Park. Straddling a number of 

elevations and habitat types, Varirata is without doubt the best all 

round birding site on the island. Birding began shortly after dawn 

at the edge of a clearing surrounded by berry laden trees. While 

we nibbled our breakfast offerings with a level of excited 

anticipation, the birdlife was a little slow to get going. The lure of 

ripe berries was eventually too much though and the frugivores 

started to show themselves; Boyer’s Cuckooshrike, Hooded 

Pitohui, Red-cheeked Parrot, Black Berrypecker and Pink-

spotted Fruit Dove coming in to feast. A nearby Yellow-billed 

Kingfisher grabbed our attention and we soon had stunning views 

of this typically tricky woodland species. With the dawn feeding 

frenzy abating, we took to the forest interior. After much effort 

we succeeded in finding one of only a few true Papua New 

Guinean endemics in the form of a perched Brown-headed 

Paradise Kingfisher. What we really desired was a mixed flock, 

but that could wait a little longer. While some had views of 

Black-billed Brush Turkey, most of us had stonking views of a 

very special bird - the Pheasant Pigeon! The desired flock arrived 

shortly afterwards delivering a litany of new species, some much 
Raggiana Bird-of-paradise 

Orange-fronted Fruit Dove 
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easier to get onto than others: Yellow-breasted Boatbill (not easy), Dwarf Longbill shifting about at typical 

bullet speed, Frilled Monarch, Chestnut-bellied Fantail, Pygmy Drongo, Rusty Mouse Warbler, Pale-billed 

Scrubwren and Fairy Gerygone. Goldenface was seen by a lone participant, a tricky flock participant that 

never sticks around long to get anyone onto. 

 

Having eventually lost the flock, we set off for a nearby viewpoint to have lunch, with a distant view of Port 

Moresby on the horizon. Scoped views of Barred Owlet-nightjar on a day roost were interrupted by even 

better scoped views of Buff-breasted Paradise Kingfisher. Some intrepid footwork was required of the group 

to see a relaxed Variable Dwarf Kingfisher perched near a riverbank. Despite hearing calling males all over 

the forest, our first bird-of-paradise remained frustrating elusive. Changing tack we headed to an apparently 

abandoned lek in the mid-afternoon. It certainly wasn't abandoned fortunately as we found two stunning 

male Raggiana Bird-of-paradise displaying. A mixture of ecstasy and relief led to a number of participants 

attempting their own BOP jig. Heading further into the afternoon, we descended from the lush foothill forest 

into the rather hotter Eucalyptus woodland. A host of new species were added to the list including White-

throated Honeyeater, small flocks of Rainbow Bee-eater, Black-backed and Hooded Butcherbirds, White-

bellied Cuckooshrike, some distant Black-capped Lorys and an Oriental Dollarbird for good measure. A 

quick-fire search of the river elicited both Rufous-bellied and the gigantic Blue-winged Kookaburra, as well 

as the minute Azure Kingfisher. With time running out, we departed the park and started to make our way 

back towards Port Moresby. We were pleasantly interrupted by a perched Forest Kingfisher, our 9th 

Kingfisher species of the day! The last dregs of daylight were spent at a nearby grassland site where we 

connected with a large flock of Grey-headed Mannikin. 

 

Our last full day in the Port Moresby area was spent along the banks of the Brown River and the Hisui 

Mangroves. The morning started with a vocal Large-tailed Nightjar, some distant Pinon Imperial Pigeons, a 

small flock of Orange-bellied Fruit Doves, fly-by Collared Sparrowhawk, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos and 

Yellowish-streaked Lorys. As would become patently clear the further into the tour we went, all remaining 

kingfisher species on the island required us to step off the dry, clean path and into a mosquito infested mud 

bath. So, off the road and into the swampy verge forest it would be for round one. Of course, Common 

Papuan Frogmouth 
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Paradise Kingfisher was one of the easier targets, not to take away from the fantastic visuals of no less than 

four of these long-tailed beauties. Another trail, another stunner - nothing stops a bunch of noisy birders in 

their tracks quite like a flock of Emperor Fairywrens at arm’s length. Rusty Pitohui provided an unexpected 

addition while the targeted Black-faced Monarch effectively put an end to muddy trail requirements. 

 

We continued onwards to the nearby palm plantation 

and mangroves swamps where we persuaded a 

Mangrove Gerygone to show briefly before taking a 

short walk to the beach. The estuary provided little of 

interest so we headed off for a nearby private residence 

that provided access to a lily-covered lake. A short stop 

en route gave us a number of Chestnut-breasted 

Mannikins and, after much effort, a small flock of Dusky 

Lorikeets. Arriving at the lake mid-afternoon, we were 

able to add Brown-backed and Silver-eared 

Honeyeaters, Green Pygmy Goose, all three species of 

Whistling Duck and an Australasian Darter in short 

succession. With little happening under an oppressively 

hot sky, we retreated to the rather cooler confines of our 

hotel, another successful day completed. 

 

Next up were the highlands of Tari and the rather upmarket Ambua Lodge. Another flight that departed and 

arrived on schedule saw us in Tari to witness the first sun that the village had experienced over the last 18 

days of solid rain. Formalities completed, we enjoyed a quick bite to eat before the not unexpected drizzle 

began. Unfazed, we headed onto the soggy lawn to see what the fruiting trees held. Much to everyone’s 

surprise, the very first bird that most of us laid eyes on was a male Blue Bird-of-paradise! Far from being in 

a displaying mood, the bird was simply feeding quietly in some fairly open fruiting tree. Abundant Yellow-

browed Melidectes and Common Smoky Honeyeaters added a fraction more colour, but it was a pair of the 

miniature Tit Berrypecker that gave us our second major bird of our short birding effort. Females of both 

Superb Bird-of-paradise and Lawe's Parotia were also found, but they almost don't count in the greater 

scheme of BOPs. Having gorged ourselves on our second proper BOP and another new bird family, we 

headed up the mountain towards Tari Gap.  

 

We made good use of the momentary rain break collecting fly-

by Papuan and Yellow-billed Lorikeets, a shy Mid-mountain 

Berrypecker, Regent Whistler, White-winged Robin and the 

common Friendly Fantail. Our exploits were bought to a halt 

when we were called up the road for another major tick, the 

extraordinarily long-named King of Saxony Bird-of-paradise, 

or KOS BOP. Perched on an exposed tree stump, we were 

able to take all the time we wanted to enjoy the elaborately 

plumed male (with plumes practically as long as its suggestive 

name). Returning to the road, we added another new family in 

the form of Blue-capped Ifrit (at least it will be a new family, 

currently in limbo) and a number of Ribbon-tailed Astrapia, 

though none with the extensive tail streamer we desired. A 

rather dull Canary Flyrobin preceded a trio of even duller 

Ribbon-tailed Astrapia 

Black-breasted Boatbill 
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Scrubwrens with Papuan, Large and Buff-faced forming cooperative 

flocks. That was the afternoon's birding before proper rain set in and 

we returned to the lodge just before dusk. 

 

The morning looked to hold some promise with the rain having 

lifted. We were not about to take the brief lull in weather lightly, so 

we set off for the higher environs of Tari Gap. A short stop was 

made for Princess Stephanie's Astrapia before continuing upwards. 

While scanning the dead tree stumps for Papuan Eagle, we came 

across the rather common Papuan Grassbird, Island Thrush, 

Dimorphic Fantail and the bird of the morning; Crested 

Berrypecker. Both Rufous-backed and Grey-streaked Honeyeaters 

made an appearance, while the much desired Black-throated did not. 

Not having had much luck with the eagle, we headed back down the 

road only to have our birding ambitions done in by further wet 

weather. We settled for hot coffee and an early lunch instead. Some 

of us managed views of a bold as brass Buff-banded Rail that stood 

smack bang in the middle of the lawn. Unfortunately, the rain 

intensified causing us a massive loss in birding time. We did what 

we could though, with most of the afternoon spent standing in our 

sheltered doorways watching the fruiting trees. While slow, the odd bird did show up with Rufous-throated 

Bronze Cuckoo, a female Macgregor's Bowerbird, a rather wet male Loria's Satinbird and an equally wet but 

far cuter Black-breasted Boatbill.  

 

Dawn provided an unexpected bonus when a Papuan Boobook called nearby whilst we made our way to the 

dining room – a quick and easy tick was had by all before breakfast! Part of the morning was spent birding 

the nearby road edge. Despite the misty and cloudy conditions we added some good quality species that 

included Black-throated and Slaty Robins, White-eared Bronze Cuckoo, a female Macgregor's Bowerbird 

feeding a fledgling, Marbled Honeyeater, Hooded Cuckooshrike finally showed its face, a solitary Sclater's 

Whistler and the particularly colourful Blue-faced Parrotfinch. The 

remainder of the morning was spent higher up the mountain hunting 

down some of the tougher skulkers. We had little success in seeing any 

of the truly difficult species, only one of us having a view of Lesser 

Ground Robin. However we did manage good views of Papuan 

Harrier and found a proper male Ribbon-tailed Astrapia sporting a 3-4 

foot long white streamer cross the road! A quick drop in altitude to 

Tari was made in search of more BOPs. While few males would play 

ball, we were able to get onto small flocks of White-shouldered 

Fairywren and Hooded Mannikin. Some managed a quick sighting of 

Slaty-headed Longbill before lunch.  

 

A quick bite to eat was followed by a little culture in the form of the 

Huli Wigmen before getting back to the serious business of birds. 

Marbled Frogmouth was easily found on a day roost while a male 

Superb Bird-of-paradise flew about the canopy, creating much 

consternation each time it began to display. It took a while for 

everyone to get a good view of the flaring male before the weather 

Crested Berrypecker 

Huli Wigman 
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again threatened. A Capped White-eyes provided the parting shot of the day before the weather turned yet 

again. Much happier with most of the target birds found, 

we spent the remainder of the afternoon birding around the 

lodge under sodden skies.  

 

With our time at Ambua now over, we embarked on a day-

long drive through the highlands to reach our next 

destination of Kumul Lodge near Mount Hagen. While 

much of the day was spent doing very little except count 

kilometres, a memorable 'facilities' break did provide us 

with stunning views of Mountain Kingfisher - a species we 

had spent many hours searching for without much success 

around Ambua. Having completed the mind-numbing drive 

to Kumul, there was no time to be wasted - straight out to 

the fruit feeder for a bunch of typically difficult species that 

show rather well here. Having grabbed a mug of hot coffee 

on the way, this was as easy as birding gets. The famous 

feeder did not disappoint, providing frame filling visuals of Brehm’s Tiger Parrot, female Brown Sicklebill, 

Belford’s Melidectes, female Crested Satinbird, Common Smoky Honeyeater, Ribbon-tailed Astrapia, 

White-winged Robin, the occasional appearance of a female Archbold’s Bowerbird and the clear winner in 

the rarities department, no less than three Bronze Ground Doves cavorting under the feeder! 

 

A late afternoon walk focussed on the nearby trails elicited another tricky customer, the skulking Lesser 

Melampitta. After much effort and repositioning we were fortunate to obtain unencumbered views of one 

individual in front of us, while a few of us saw a second crossing the trail behind us. Other species seen from 

the trails included Mountain Mouse Warbler, Black-headed Whistler and Papuan White-eye. A short owling 

session failed to provide any results before we fell asleep to the pitter patter of more rain.  

  

The following morning we ventured downhill towards Mount Hagen. Our primary target of the early 

morning were the sought-after Lesser Bird-of-paradise. A number of hours were spent scanning from an 

exposed ridge with only a few participants able to get 

distant sightings. Despite embarking on an arduous, muddy 

hike up and down the opposing valley, I was unable to 

entice the nearby males into more open habitat. A little 

disappointed, we cut our losses and went in search of other 

targets. A village stop exposed a tree brimming with 

Goldie's Lorikeets as well as an un-cooperative Ornate 

Melidectes. Journeying up the valley produced excellent 

views of Yellow-breasted Bowerbird and an obliging trio 

of Ornate Melidectes before we retreated to the raging 

river below for easy scope views of Torrent Flyrobin and 

Mottled-breasted Honeyeater. A number of female 

Magnificent Bird-of-paradise were found munching their 

way through the Trema lined banks, but a recently seen 

male was not to be found. We made one further stop on the 

way back to Kumul for a solitary Black-headed Whistler 

that showed well at some road side houses.  

Brehm's Tiger Parrot 

Common Smoky Honeyeater 
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A post lunch rest was happily interrupted as two Pygmy Eagles circled over the lodge. Back onto the trail 

network we went for some remaining target species. The dark interior produced no new species, but the 

forest edge did give us good views of a Dimorphic Fantail and a pair of Mountain Firetail that had 

successfully eluded us around Tari. A cleared section of peat bog offered us a realistic shot at Sooty 

Melidectes, a bird normally found only at much higher altitudes. Although an individual was found, some 

lethargic leg movement meant that the bird was long gone by the time everyone arrived. We did manage our 

best views of Fantail Berrypecker however, as it hawked insects from a wire fence surrounding a cabbage 

patch of all things! With dusk falling, we headed back into the forest for a shot at New Guinea Woodcock. 

While we perched on a typically muddy path, a roding bird sat obscured by the surrounding foliage. The 

individual made sure to depart in haste upon discovery, meaning that only a few of us were able to grab a 

few seconds of visual. Despite further efforts, no night birds were in a responsive mood. Some of us took 

one last look at the Black-tailed Giant Rat, the resident nocturnal fruit feeder glutton hoovering up what the 

birds had not. 

 

Our time in the cool, but rather wet highlands had now come to an end; the streamy, humid lowlands 

beckoned. However, we would be heading back to Port Moresby before catching our onward flights to 

Kiunga. An early morning flight (with hand written boarding passes...) saw us landing in Port Moresby in 

time for a spot of lunch before heading off to Varirata for the afternoon. Despite the heat, a few extra hours 

at Varirata always holds the possibility of new species. A concerted effort finally led to decent views of 

White-faced Robin. However our best efforts were no good for the by now, very frustrating Painted Quail-

thrush. Leaving the forest behind, we caught up with two Moustached Treeswifts perched obligingly above 

us before descending into the Eucalyptus woodland again. A vicious wind had made birding unlikely, but we 

were able to scrape together good views of Barred Cuckooshrike before calling it quits and returning to the 

luxurious environs of our hotel. 

 

Female Brown Sicklebill 
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With our flight to Kiunga scheduled for mid-morning, we were all able to do something rather unusual on a 

bird tour - take a lie in. Breakfast done, we headed off to Port 

Moresby's now familiar departure terminal hoping for another 

scheduled departure. Much to our surprise, the flights ran 

perfectly again, delivering us to Kiunga in time for lunch. We still 

had a long drive through the mountains ahead of us to reach the 

small mining town of Tabubil. Situated in the foothills to the 

north of Kiunga, Tabubil sits snuggly against the border of West 

Papua, Indonesia. One of the wettest places on the planet, 

Tabubil receives an average of 8metres of rainfall a year! 

 

An early morning breakfast was followed by a trip up the Dablin 

Creek Road, situated on the northern edge of town near the Ok 

Tedi gold and copper mine. Recent landslides had thankfully 

been cleared, but there was no way of getting around the steep 

ascent to reach our desired birding area. We slogged up the hill, 

the rather speculative estimation of 'only 200metres' ended up 

being a little closer to 600metres. A little exercise would have no 

long lasting effects, and we would barely move from our perch while scanning the forest below at leisure. 

The road was as productive as always: male and female Queen Carola’s Parotia, Mountain Peltops, eye-

catching Golden Cuckooshrike, Spotted, Mottle-breasted and Tawny-breasted Honeyeaters, elusive White-

rumped Robin, Long-tailed Honey Buzzard and the rather unexpected, but no less appreciated, Magnificent 

Riflebird. 

 

Our afternoon quarry was rather more specific, so we headed to the Ok Menga Hydro Plant for the evasive 

Salvadori's Teal. Hours of concentrated river watching made little difference to our success though. We 

slunk off our river bank vantage point and had a punt instead for the bizarre, near mythical Shovel-billed 

Kookaburra. An expeditionary walk down the incredibly muddy pipeline trail had positive results, so we 

offloaded en masse for the short, but rather steep descent. Despite a number of calling birds, we were unable 

to grab even a glance over the remaining daylight hours. Although views of this species are never to be 

expected, we were a little disappointed given the early signs of success. We would be back! 

 

Having tasted the possibility of success late the previous evening, we decided to spend the crepuscular hours 

back down the muddy pipeline trail for a second crack at 

Shovel-billed Kookaburra. A long and frustrating hour 

provided a few near misses before some of us managed 

rather poor 'in flight' views (to be read as - flying 

bullet). Small numbers of Long-billed Honeyeater 

provided entertainment in the otherwise birdless forest. 

Some view was better than no view though and we 

departed rather happier after another wet and muddy 

effort. A short drive had us back the Ok Menga Hydro 

Plant for a second shot at Salvadori's Teal. Success was 

immediate, in fact so quick that half of the participants 

had yet to exit the bus before the bird departed post 

haste up river. General derision of our slow vehicle exit 

procedure had now proved unfortunately well founded. 

Archbold's Bowerbird 

Great Woodswallow 
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As another hour ticked by, there was to be no further sighting of the duck. With that we turned around and 

revisited Dablin Creek Road. Very little happened over the next few hours, quite possibly due to a general 

lack of rain!  

 

Post lunch it was back to Ok Menga for the duck... which failed 

us again. A short walk along the road added a few new species to 

the list, most notably some distant Blyth's Hornbills and a few 

Papuan Mountain Pigeon that seemed unusually scarce in the 

mountains. Another muddy trudge down the pipeline trail for the 

Kookaburra. It was a trying and failing type of afternoon.  

 

Anyone who thought birding in Papua New Guinea was easy 

would certainly have changed their opinion dramatically by this 

point, as we headed back to Ok Menga for another crack at the 

Kookaburra and that darn duck. We tried a different site for the 

Kookaburra this morning, but despite hearing the bird call, we 

were not to improve on our visuals. Moving up to our river 

vantage point again, we stood solemnly in the crisp morning air 

hoping for another sighting. Perseverance is often the name of the 

game here and we were to be well rewarded for our efforts. 

Heavy overnight rain had changed the river level dramatically, reducing suitable cover for the ducks to only 

a few obvious boulders. It took no more than a few of minutes before our quarry was found, allowing 

everyone extended scope time. Targets finally found, we started the drive back to Kiunga making only a 

short stop to pick off Little Ringed Plover. 

 

A short drive from Kiunga is the famous Km 17, no better name exits for this stretch of forest unfortunately. 

The forest patch was made famous by the exploits of David Attenborough and his television crew in the 

acclaimed BBC production Attenborough in Paradise. It is here that their incredible footage of displaying 

Greater Bird-of-paradise was filmed and naturally we'd come for the very same reason. Not that Greater 

BOPs are the only attraction here, as we found the forest full of new species. Mixed flocks produced Papuan 

Babbler, Southern Variable Pitohui, impossibly mobile Obscure Honeyeater, Golden Monarch and a 

secluded male King Bird-of-paradise. Having enjoyed our starters, it was time for the main course of 

displaying Greater Bird-of-paradise. We arrived just in time to see the result of a female landing at the lek 

site. Cue absolute pandemonium as numbers of male 

Greater BOP's pranced, called, fluffed and shook their 

plumed bodies. Having soaked up the show, we headed 

off to find another kingfisher, Hook-billed - as everyone 

by this time had come to realise, this meant a trudge into 

the muddy undergrowth! A typically good effort was put 

in by most, but we were unable to get anything much 

more than a stubbornly hidden, calling individual. Never 

mind, there were still a number of days left to find one. 

Perseverance we possessed in bounds. 

 

The next day started with a trip to another fabled birding 

location, Boystown Road. Perched on a high vantage 

point, we could scan up and down the forest edge for the 

Belford's Melidectes 

White-winged Robin 
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prime target here, Flame Bowerbird. We were reliably informed that the Bowerbirds operate with efficiency 

and accuracy more typical of the Swiss train network, we'd spend the rest of the early morning hours racking 

up some commoner species while waiting for the appointed time slot to arrive. A host of new species were 

soon being ticked off, Orange-breasted and Double-eyed Fig Parrots, Lowland Peltops, Yellow-eyed 

Starling, a host of Columbids including Wompoo, Pink-spotted, Beautiful, Orange-breasted and Ornate Fruit 

Doves, and the rare and elusive Long-billed Cuckoo. Trumpet and Glossy-mantled Manucodes put in 

perched appearances, but the appointed hour had long since ticked by, it appeared that the Flame 

Bowerbirds were on strike and we'd have to try again another day. After lunch and a short rest we returned 

to Km 17 where some of us headed back to the Greater Bird-of-paradise lek while the rest of us made 

another concerted effort for Hook-billed Kingfisher. Cutting a long story short, we dipped again... We did 

however get one last special for the day while travelling back to town. Some alert spotting from the moving 

bus had us onto a flock of the rarely recorded White-spotted Mannikin. That was the end of our time in 

Kiunga, at least for now - tomorrow we would head down the Fly and Elevala Rivers for some easy boat 

based birding.  

 

One of the many reasons for visiting Kiunga is to explore the extensive lowland forests along the Fly and 

Elevala Rivers. It is in these humid, tropical lowland forests that some of New Guinea's and the world’s 

most wonderful and unusual birds are to be found. A pre-dawn arrival at Kiunga's 'waterfront' saw us 

boarded onto two motorised boats for the ride up stream. Birding activity heated up soon after we started 

our slow cruise up the extensive Fly River. Numerous Columbids including a suite of Mountain Pigeons: 

Pinon's, Zoe's, Collared and Papuan (it was here that the vast flocks of Papuan Mountain Pigeon, normally 

to be found in Tabubil had evidently moved to), and White-bellied Sea Eagles perched high in the early 

morning sun. With some surprise (for we were still very close to Kiunga) we stumbled across a glorious 

male Twelve-wired Bird-of-paradise perched up and calling atop his open display post. Perhaps the best 

Southern Crowned Pigeon 
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description of this bird is bizarre, cockroach like even. We spent several minutes ogling what was in effect 

the last target species on our BOP list before continuing up river. 

 

The river narrowed appreciably as we changed from the Fly to the Elevala River, allowing for much better 

opportunities for some of the scarcer targets. Gaudy Golden Mynas were shortly followed by two gigantic 

Palm Cockatoos and a pair of monstrous Southern Crowned Pigeon; fortune favoured us with a protracted 

and exposed sighting. We soon arrived at the rather rustic Kwatu Lodge ('lodge' in this context is surely an 

aberration of the OED definition). A short afternoon walk along the good forest trail produced sightings of 

more Papuan Babbler, Southern Variable and White-bellied Pitohuis, Spot-winged, Golden and Frilled 

Monarchs and a few Yellow-bellied Longbills. The late afternoon saw some of us board the boat for a mere 

50m ride up the river and onto a different patch of forest. Kingfishers were on the menu again, which meant 

that the rubber boots were back in fashion. Sloshing about 

through various mud consistencies we attempted to track 

down Little Paradise Kingfisher. The effort almost proved 

fruitless, with only one of us managing a good view before 

the bird scarpered. Keeping us entertained in the interim 

was a stunning and cooperative Hooded Pitta. As so often 

happens, we were just about to call it a day when a nearby 

Hook-billed Kingfisher made his presence known. Dashing 

back down the trail an eagle-eyed participant found the bird 

sitting on an unusually exposed branch for all to see. Take 

advantage we certainly did, with a most relaxed bird 

allowing for multiple repeat views and even time for 

cameras to be mounted and un-mounted on tripods for 

some cracking shots. They say you make your own luck 

and we definitely felt that hours of fruitless perseverance 

was starting to pay off! 

 

The day’s birding was not over though; after dinner we decided to try something radically different and jump 

in the boats for a night cruise. Plying the inky black water under cover of darkness was exciting enough, 

submerged logs and New Guinea Crocodiles to boot. Activity was expectedly low until a distant heron was 

spotted escaping down river. The throttles opened up for a 

hair raising sprint, speculation mounted at the possibility of 

the very cryptic Forest Bittern before all activity ended rather 

limply when the bird was found to be nothing more than a 

Nankeen Night Heron. Attempts were made for various 

nightbirds without luck, but we did get fantastic views of 

Southern Crowned Pigeons taking a snooze just above the 

river. Back to the lodge we went for a spot of night walking 

instead, though only a roosting Golden Whistler to show for 

our efforts. 

 

An early morning bite to eat was followed by the same short 

boat ride up river to have another look for Little Paradise 

Kingfisher. After much back and forth, we finally found a 

settled and cooperative individual allowing everyone to get 

very good views. While the kingfisher may have been one of 

Orange-breasted Fig Parrot 

Regent Whistler 
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the more attractive species of the morning, little could compare to the rarity of seeing a perched and calling 

New Guinea Bronzewing. Admittedly it took a fair amount of maneuvering until the correct window for a 

scope could be found. With the forest quietening down, we then spent a few minutes tracking down a Large-

billed Gerygone before heading back to the lodge to try a different forest patch. Some hours spent on the 

trails finally got us onto some of the missing doves including Dwarf Fruit Dove and Purple-tailed Imperial 

Pigeon. The day’s birding came to an end just after lunch and we started the boat journey back to Kiunga. 

The riverside birding was kind to us again, with another two Southern Crowned Pigeons and more Golden 

Myna for good measure. The remainder of the afternoon was an opportunity to clean and pack our bags 

before our midday departure. 

 

A final morning along Boystown Road would be our last hope 

for the very desirable Flame Bowerbird. The morning 

proceeded much the same as our previous outing until a group 

of local men were spotted walking up the road, dead bird in 

hand. Upon closer inspection, it turned out that they had 

managed to kill one part of a Papuan Frogmouth pair using a 

catapult. Distressing enough, but they were then to rub salt 

into our birdwatching wounds when they set a fire and cooked 

the bird for breakfast barely 100yards away! All that was 

quickly forgotten though when the first burst of red and yellow 

cruised across the forest canopy, and then another, and 

another. In total we saw about 6 Flame Bowerbirds in a matter 

of minutes - stunning views of an indescribably attractive bird! 

With the good work for the day completed, we attempted to 

coax out one last endemic. Not known for their playback 

response, we were rather fortunate to have an overly curious 

White-eared Catbird swing by for a decent in-flight view. Then 

it was off to the airport, happy to be heading back to the sanctity of our hotel in Port Moresby after 7 

gruelling days in the humid lowlands. There was time for one last birding attempt at the airport though. In 

stark contrast to the rules and regulations that most of us are acquainted with, we were able to march out 

onto the runway apron and search for a bird! Ultimately we were unable to find the targeted Buttonquail, 

and had to settle for a Buff-banded Rail instead. 

  

The short flight back to Port Moresby completed without delay, we climbed straight into our comfortable 

MPV's and set off for some final birding at PAU. While we had been particularly successful on our first trip, 

we still managed to add two new species to the list - the rather drab Grey Shrikethrush and the rather more 

attractive Raja Shelduck. The recently burnt lake margins meant that this starkly white duck stood no chance 

of seclusion, a pair having realised the obvious had practically given up any such attempts and sat exposed 

on a dead tree limb for all to admire. We ended the day with a successful game of spot the Papuan 

Frogmouth before heading back to our by-now much admired luxury hotel to start putting our gear away. 

 

With great appreciation to all our birding guests, we had completed a surprisingly smooth tour - absolutely 

no logistical hiccups to write home about. The weather had behaved itself for the most part, and 

consequently we had managed a very good array of extravagant, difficult, stunningly beautiful and mostly 

endemic species. Make no mistake about it, birding in Papua New Guinea is not easy - but the payoff is 

fabulous. With much thanks to our group who kept trooping through the mud and rain, endured our necrotic 

sense of humour and helped make this one of the more enjoyable tours to Papua New Guinea! 

Forest Kingfisher 
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Annotated Checklist of Birds Recorded 
 

325 species recorded (*12 heard only) 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy: IOC World Bird List version 4.3, Gill, F. & Donsker. D. (Eds). 2014.  

 

Key to endemic/near endemic abbreviations 

(PNG) = Endemic to Papua New Guinea 

(NG) = Endemic to New Guinea 

(I) = Introduced 

 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Spotted Whistling Duck    Dendrocygna guttata 

Hisui. Small numbers seen at a private lake amongst the more numerous Plumed and Wandering 

Whistling Ducks. 

Plumed Whistling Duck    Dendrocygna eytoni 

PAU & Hisui. Common at both locations. 

Wandering Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna arcuata 

Hisui. Common at the private lake only. 

Raja Shelduck      Tadorna radjah 

PAU. Recent burning meant that the ponds were more easily observable leading to excellent views of 

these starkly white ducks. 

Salvadori's Teal   (NG)    Salvadorina waigiuensis 

Tabubil. It took us the best part of two days to get good views of this tricky duck. Poor 'bus exit 

technique' lead to only half the group having a good view on our first attempt. With overnight rains 

having flooded the river, we were able to get good scope views of a perched pair on our last morning. 

Green Pygmy Goose     Nettapus pulchellus 

Hisui. Small numbers at the private lake only. 

Pacific Black Duck     Anas superciliosa 

PAU & Hisui. Common at both locations. 

 

Megapodes  Megapodiidae 
Black-billed Brushturkey   (NG)  Talegalla fuscirostris 

Varirata. Some of us managed views of an individual. Others were heard calling only. 

 

Pheasants and allies  Phasianidae 
Brown Quail      Coturnix ypsilophora 

Varirata & Mount Hagen. In flight views of flushed birds only. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Australasian Grebe     Tachybaptus novaehollandiae 

PAU. Only recorded at the small campus lakes. 

 

Ibises, Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
Australian White Ibis     Threskiornis moluccus 
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Hisui & PAU. Small numbers recorded at both locations. 

Straw-necked Ibis     Threskiornis spinicollis 

PAU. Two to three individuals seen on both our trips to the campus. 

 

Herons, Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Nankeen Night Heron    Nycticorax caledonicus 

PAU & Kwatu. At least two birds seen on a day roost at PAU. Another individual seen while 

conducting a night boat ride from Kwatu led to pandemonium, euphoria at the possibility of being a 

Forest Bittern, a white knuckle slalom ride along the inky black river and much cursing as the bird 

turned out to be the pesky Night Heron. 

Striated Heron      Butorides striata 

Fly & Elevala Rivers. Small numbers seen on our boat ride. 

Eastern Cattle Egret     Bubulcus coromandus 

Widespread. 

Great-billed Heron     Ardea sumatrana 

Kiunga. We spotted two individuals flying over the road while driving back to town. Despite our best 

efforts, we were unable to exit the vehicle for better views. 

Great Egret      Ardea alba 

Widespread. 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

Widespread. 

Pied Heron      Egretta picata 

PAU & Hisui. Small numbers seen at both locations. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Varirata. Only a few birds seen en route. 

Pacific Reef Heron     Egretta sacra 

Hisui. A single bird seen along the sand bars.  

 

Frigatebirds  Fregatidae 
Lesser Frigatebird     Fregata ariel 

Hisui. A handful of individuals flew over the river mouth. 

 

Cormorants, Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
Little Pied Cormorant    Microcarbo melanoleucos 

Widespread. 

Little Black Cormorant    Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 

Widespread. 

Great Cormorant     Phalacrocorax carbo 

Mount Hagen & Tabubil. Recorded only on the larger rivers. 

 

Anhingas, Darters  Anhingidae 
Australasian Darter     Anhinga novaehollandiae 

Hisui. Small numbers at the private lake only. 

 

Kites, Hawks and Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 
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Tari. A solitary bird seen courting over the farmlands. 

 

Pacific Baza      Aviceda subcristata 

Brown River & Kiunga. Seen initially near the Brown River, they became increasingly common in the 

lowland forests surrounding Kiunga. 

Long-tailed Honey Buzzard   Henicopernis longicauda 

Tabubil. Individuals were seen from Dablin Creek Road and en route to Kiunga. 

Pygmy Eagle  (NG)     Hieraaetus weiskei 

Mount Hagen. Two birds seen soaring over the lodge just after lunch. 

Variable Goshawk     Accipiter hiogaster 

Varirata & Tabubil. Fairly common in foothill forests. A number of individuals seen well, especially a 

scoped bird at Dablin Creek Road. 

Grey-headed Goshawk  (NG)   Accipiter poliocephalus 

Kiunga. Good views were obtained of an individual along Boystown Road. 

Collared Sparrowhawk    Accipiter cirrocephalus 

Brown River & Tabubil. A fly over along the Brown River was followed by rather better views from 

Dablin Creek Road.  

Papuan Harrier  (NG)    Circus spilothorax 

Tari. Single bird courting the higher elevation grasslands. 

Black Kite       Milvus migrans 

Varirata & Mount Hagen. Mostly seen at higher elevations and near human habitation.  

Whistling Kite      Haliastur sphenurus 

PAU & Brown River. Common lowland species. 

Brahminy Kite      Haliastur indus 

Widespread and abundant 

White-bellied Sea Eagle    Haliaeetus leucogaster 

Brown Fly Rivers. A number of individuals seen while traversing the various rivers to reach Kwatu. 

 

Rails, Crakes and Coots  Rallidae 
*Chestnut Forest Rail  (NG)   Rallicula rubra 

Tari. Heard only in the highland forests. 

Buff-banded Rail     Gallirallus philippensis 

Tari & Kiunga. Single individual seen snooping about on the lawn at Ambua followed by a flushed bird 

at the Kiunga airstrip. 

Purple Swamphen     Porphyrio porphyrio 

Common and widespread. 

Dusky Moorhen      Gallinula tenebrosa 

Common and widespread. 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Masked Lapwing     Vanellus miles 

Common and widespread. 

Little Ringed Plover     Charadrius dubius 

Tabubil. Up to 10 individuals amongst the gravel pits en route to Kiunga.  

Greater Sand Plover     Charadrius leschenaultii 

Hisui. Solitary bird on the mud flats. 
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Jacanas  Jacanidae 
Comb-crested Jacana     Irediparra gallinacea 

PAU & Hisui. Common on the lily covered ponds at both locations.  

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
New Guinea Woodcock  (NG)   Scolopax rosenbergii 

Mount Hagen. Heard on both evenings, but showed rather disappointingly only for a few. 

Whimbrel       Numenius phaeopus 

Hisui. Solitary bird on the mud flats. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

Tabubil. There wasn't anything better to do while waiting for Salvadori's Teal. 

 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove   (I)      Columba livia 

Mount Hagen. We tried our level best to avoid seeing this species, plentiful at the airport. 

Slender-billed Cuckoo-Dove   Macropygia amboinensis 

Widespread. First recorded at Kumul Lodge. 

Bar-tailed Cuckoo-Dove  (NG)   Macropygia nigrirostris 

Tari & Kiunga. Much less common the former. Good sightings had at Boystown Road.  

Great Cuckoo-Dove     Reinwardtoena reinwardti 

Widespread. Best sightings came from Dablin Creek and Boystown Road. 

Pacific Emerald Dove     Chalcophaps longirostris 

Brown River. A number of flushed sightings only. 

Stephan's Emerald Dove    Chalcophaps stephani 

Kiunga. Small numbers seen along the dirt road at Boystown Road. 

New Guinea Bronzewing  (NG)   Henicophaps albifrons 

Kwatu. A staggering and exceptionally rare sighting of a perched and calling bird.  

*Thick-billed Ground Pigeon  (NG)  Trugon terrestris 

Kiunga. Heard only at the KM17 forest. 

Peaceful Dove      Geopelia placida 

Port Moresby. Common around PAU and Varirata. 

Bar-shouldered Dove     Geopelia humeralis 

Port Moresby. Uncommon around PAU and Varirata. 

Bronze Ground Dove     Gallicolumba beccarii 

Mount Hagen. At least three of these typically shy birds were seen cavorting under the feeder. 

Pheasant Pigeon  (NG)    Otidiphaps nobilis 

Varirata. A huge and incredibly shy terrestrial pigeon. We managed to get particularly lucky as a bird 

walked unknowingly towards us providing exceptional views for most. 

Southern Crowned Pigeon  (NG)   Goura scheepmakeri 

Kiunga. What a pigeon! Not in the rarity bracket of the former species, but much bigger. We had a 

number of sightings along the Elevala River and around Kwatu Lodge including two birds on a night 

roost. 

Wompoo Fruit Dove     Ptilinopus magnificus 

Widespread and vocal. One of a litany of attractive Fruit Doves. Seen only at Boystown Road and near 

Kwatu Lodge. 
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Pink-spotted Fruit Dove  (NG)   Ptilinopus perlatus 

Varirata & KM17. One of the commoner Fruit Doves, pink shoulder spots show well when scope in 

decent light. 

Ornate Fruit Dove  (NG)    Ptilinopus ornatus 

Kiunga. Seen on our last morning at Boystown Road. 

Orange-fronted Fruit Dove  (NG)  Ptilinopus aurantiifrons 

PAU. Only known from the PAU campus, it was one of our major target species on the first afternoon.  

Superb Fruit Dove     Ptilinopus superbus 

Kwatu. A widespread species that was heard regularly, visuals on the other hand were very tricky. Some 

managed partial views near Kwatu Lodge.  

Beautiful Fruit Dove  (NG)    Ptilinopus pulchellus 

Kiunga. Best seen at Boystown Road where small numbers perched up for us. 

Orange-bellied Fruit Dove  (NG)   Ptilinopus iozonus 

Widespread. Seen well at Varirata, KM17 and Boystown Road. 

Dwarf Fruit Dove  (NG)    Ptilinopus nainus 

Kwatu. A small, but dingy Fruit Dove. Seen fairly well around Kwatu Lodge. 

Purple-tailed Imperial Pigeon   Ducula rufigaster 

Widespread and vocal. Seen only at KM17 and Kwatu. 

Pinon's Imperial Pigeon  (NG)   Ducula pinon 

Brown River & Kiunga. Abundant in lowland humid forest. 

Collared Imperial Pigeon  (NG)   Ducula mullerii 

Fly & Elevala Rivers. Seen only while traversing these rivers. 

Zoe's Imperial Pigeon  (NG)   Ducula zoeae 

Widespread, but only seen well around Kiunga. 

Torresian Imperial Pigeon    Ducula spilorrhoa 

Port Moresby. Common around PAU and Varirata. 

Papuan Mountain Pigeon    Gymnophaps albertisii 

Tabubil & Kiunga. Small numbers were seen around Tabubil, but became especially common around 

Kiunga and along the Fly and Elevala Rivers. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Ivory-billed Coucal  (NG)    Centropus menbeki 

Kwatu. Some of us managed views of a poorly backlit individual.  

Black-billed Coucal  (NG)    Centropus bernsteini 

Tabubil. Good views were finally obtained of this bird when driving from Tabubil to Kiunga. 

Pheasant Coucal     Centropus phasianinus 

Varirata. We flushed one bird from a grassy Eucalyptus stand. 

Pacific Koel      Eudynamys orientalis 

Kiunga. We had good views of this widespread species when perched along Boystown Road. 

Channel-billed Cuckoo    Scythrops novaehollandiae 

Brown River. A few early-morning fly-overs were the only specimens we managed of this normally 

prominent Australasian migrant. 

Long-billed Cuckoo  (NG)    Chrysococcyx megarhynchus 

Kiunga. A rare and tricky species, we considered ourselves incredibly lucky to have had one bird land 

and perch in an easily scopable dead tree along Boystown Road. 

Rufous-throated Bronze Cuckoo  (NG) Chrysococcyx ruficollis 

Tari. Two individuals made an appearance while we were taking shelter from the pouring rain.  
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White-eared Bronze Cuckoo  (NG)  Chrysococcyx meyerii 

Tari. An unusual record at this altitude, a youngish bird was found outside the main Ambua gate. 

Little Bronze Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx minutillus 

PAU. Having struggled to find this species all tour, we finally caught up with it at PAU.  

*White-crowned Cuckoo  (NG)   Cacomantis leucolophus 

Kiunga. We were not to have quite the same luck with this bird as we had had with Long-billed. 

Although the bird called from closer, it was taking no interest in us. 

Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo    Cacomantis castaneiventris 

Tabubil. Poor views of a bird that had seemed responsive, but ultimately gave us just a single flyover. 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo     Cacomantis flabelliformis 

Tari. Another of the various Cuckoo species that we concentrated on at Ambua Lodge while the rain 

came pouring down.  

Brush Cuckoo      Cacomantis variolosus 

Common and widespread.  

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Papuan Boobook  (NG)    Ninox theomacha 

Tari. We didn't have to put much effort into this species as it began calling while we traipsed from our 

rooms to the dining hall early one morning at Ambua. Everybody has spotlit views before breakfast! 

 

Frogmouths  Podargidae 
Marbled Frogmouth     Podargus ocellatus 

Tari. We visited a known day roost for this rather smaller Frogmouth near to the village of Tari. 

Papuan Frogmouth     Podargus papuensis 

PAU. Two pairs were found on our first visit and a single pair was found again on our last trip to the 

campus. One recently deceased individual was being carried down Boystown Road by a group of locals 

who proceeded to set a fire, cook and eat the bird in site of our vantage point!  

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Large-tailed Nightjar     Caprimulgus macrurus 

Tabubil. Something to keep us occupied while attempting to pull out a Shovel-billed Kookaburra early 

on our last morning. 

 

Owlet-nightjars  Aegothelidae 
Barred Owlet-nightjar  (NG)   Aegotheles bennettii 

Varirata. We scoped a perched individual on its 'usual' day roost after having inadvertently flushed it 

from an unknown location.  

 

Treeswifts  Hemiprocnidae 
Moustached Treeswift    Hemiprocne mystacea 

Varirata. Two perched individuals were seen very well from the clearing edge on our second trip to the 

park. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Glossy Swiftlet      Collocalia esculenta 

Common and widespread. 



Trip Report – RBT Papua New Guinea V 2014  

 

 

 

19 

Mountain Swiftlet  (NG)    Aerodramus hirundinaceus 

Common and widespread in the highlands. 

Uniform Swiftlet     Aerodramus vanikorensis 

Common and widespread in the lowlands.  

Papuan Spine-tailed Swift  (NG)   Mearnsia novaeguineae 

Kiunga to Tabubil. We stopped en route to Tabubil for a few individuals. While an uncommon species, 

we never did see any more. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Oriental Dollarbird     Eurystomus orientalis 

Abundant along the Fly and Elevala Rivers. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Hook-billed Kingfisher  (NG)   Melidora macrorrhina 

Kwatu. Finally seen close to Kwatu, much effort had gone into this sighting. 

Common Paradise Kingfisher   Tanysiptera galatea 

Brown River & Kwatu. Easily found along the Brown River, a few more were seen around Kwatu. 

Little Paradise Kingfisher    Tanysiptera hydrocharis 

Kwatu. Another species that required some hard work. We eventually had good visuals on our last 

morning at Kwatu. 

Buff-breasted Paradise Kingfisher  Tanysiptera sylvia 

Varirata. A great find after lunch. There were no calls or movements to give the bird away, Rich simply 

spotted this at near enough 30yards away.  

Brown-headed Paradise Kingfisher  (PNG) Tanysiptera danae 

Varirata. One of the very first target species at Varirata. We had fantastic views of one individual. 

Shovel-billed Kookaburra  (NG)   Clytoceyx rex 

Tabubil. The long saga involved in trying to see this species has been recorded above.  

Blue-winged Kookaburra    Dacelo leachii 

Port Moresby. The monster was quite common at both locaitons. 

Rufous-bellied Kookaburra  (NG)  Dacelo gaudichaud 

Common at all lowland and foothill forest sites.  

Forest Kingfisher     Todiramphus macleayii 

Varirata. Normally moderately difficult species. We were fortunate to see one perched up on a set of 

power cables while heading back to Port Moresby. 

Collared Kingfisher     Todiramphus chloris 

Brown River. One individual was seen amongst the roadside forest. 

Sacred Kingfisher     Todiramphus sanctus 

Common and widespread. 

Yellow-billed Kingfisher    Syma torotoro 

Varirata. We heard the bird early and got onto it just as quickly. Heard a number of times afterwards, 

but no effort was made to find it again.  

Mountain Kingfisher  (NG)   Syma megarhyncha 

Tari to Mount Hagen. Having spent hours cranking for this bird around Ambua Lodge, we lucked out 

on the drive to Mount Hagen during an apparent 'bathroom break'. 

Variable Dwarf Kingfisher    Ceyx lepidus 

Varirata & Kiunga. Good visual at Varirata after everyone managed nifty footwork to get in position. 
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Azure Kingfisher     Ceyx azureus 

Varirata. At least one individual made a few upstream passes over a broad river.  

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Rainbow Bee-eater     Merops ornatus 

Varirata & Brown River. Not as common as expected, but seen easily enough at both locations.  

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Blyth's Hornbill      Rhyticeros plicatus 

Common in the lowland forests. First recorded in Varirata.  

Caracaras, Falcons  Falconidae 
Nankeen Kestrel     Falco cenchroides 

Port Moresby. Seen by some on arrival at the airport. 

Brown Falcon      Falco berigora 

Tari & Mount Hagen. Perched individuals seen at both highland locations. 

 

Cockatoos  Cacatuidae 
Palm Cockatoo      Probosciger aterrimus 

Kwatu Lodge. Small numbers of these absolutely huge Cockatoos were seen well from the river. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo    Cacatua galerita 

Brown River & Kiunga. Widespread and common at most lowland forests sites. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Pesquet's Parrot  (NG)    Psittrichas fulgidus 

Tabubil. In flight views from Dablin Creek road.  

Yellow-capped Pygmy Parrot  (NG)  Micropsitta keiensis 

Kiunga. Small flocks were seen along Boystown Road. 

Buff-faced Pygmy Parrot  (NG)   Micropsitta pusio 

Tabubil. One flock was seen from Dablin Creek Road. 

Red-breasted Pygmy Parrot  (NG)  Micropsitta bruijnii 

Tabubil. Small flocks were seen over the course of our two mornings on Dablin Creek Road. 

Yellowish-streaked Lory  (NG)   Chalcopsitta scintillata 

Widespread in lowland forest sites. First see along the Brown River, more numerous around Kiunga. 

Dusky Lory  (NG)     Pseudeos fuscata 

Hisui. Only recorded feeding in the tall palm trees around the Hisui Mangroves. 

Coconut Lorikeet     Trichoglossus haematodus 

Widespread and abundant. 

Goldie's Lorikeet  (NG)    Psitteuteles goldiei 

Mount Hagen area. We bumped into a tree full of these Lorikeets while near to Mount Hagen.  

Black-capped Lory  (NG)    Lorius lory 

Common and widespread in the lowlands. First recorded at Varirata.  

Red-flanked Lorikeet     Charmosyna placentis 

Kiunga. Only a handful of these birds were seen along Boystown Road. 

Papuan Lorikeet  (NG)    Charmosyna papou 

Tari. Small flocks were seen regularly between Tari Gap and Ambua. 

Yellow-billed Lorikeet  (NG)   Neopsittacus musschenbroekii 
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Tari. Small flocks were seen regularly around Tari Gap and Ambua. 

Brehm's Tiger Parrot  (NG)   Psittacella brehmii 

Mount Hagen. A staggeringly attractive parrot, we had ample views of a number of individuals as they 

came in for fruit scraps at Kumul's fruit feeder. 

Red-cheeked Parrot     Geoffroyus geoffroyi 

Widespread and common in the lowlands. 

*Blue-collared Parrot   (NG)   Geoffroyus simplex 

Tabubil. Only heard. A high-flying species that never lands. Mist and low cloud precluded us from 

seeing anything much more than some fast moving shadows. 

Eclectus Parrot      Eclectus roratus 

Widespread and abundant. 

Papuan King Parrot  (NG)    Alisterus chloropterus 

Kiunga. A very quick flyover recorded along Boystown Road. 

Orange-breasted Fig Parrot  (NG)  Cyclopsitta gulielmitertii 

Widespread and common in the lowlands. Seen well at Boystown Road and especially well at Kwatu. 

Double-eyed Fig Parrot    Cyclopsitta diophthalma 

Kiunga. Fairly common along Boystown Road. 

Large Fig Parrot  (NG)    Psittaculirostris desmarestii 

Kiunga. One of the very last additions to the list, a small flock was found along Boystown Road. 

 

Pittas  Pittidae 
Red-bellied Pitta     Erythropitta erythrogaster 

Varirata. A single bird flew off the track being seen only by some.  

Hooded Pitta      Pitta sordida 

Kwatu Lodge. A degree of cunning was required to see this skulker. Those that ventured in for a 

potential sighting were rewarded with staggering views. 

 

Bowerbirds  Ptilonorhynchidae 
White-eared Catbird  (NG)   Ailuroedus buccoides 

Kiunga area. A bird that is apparently disdainful to imitation, we were fortunate to have an individual 

that responded to our efforts allowing us all a brief flyover along Boystown Road. 

Archbold's Bowerbird  (NG)   Archboldia papuensis 

Mount Hagen. Normally a very tricky customer, we were lucky to find that a single bird had been 

visiting the Kumul fruit feeder with some regularity. An individual made a few appearances during our 

time at the feeder.  

Macgregor's Bowerbird  (NG)   Amblyornis macgregoriae 

Tari. Another tricky species that showed well and in numbers this year. While some did see a male, most 

of us had repeated views of a female feeding young. 

Flame Bowerbird  (NG)    Sericulus ardens 

Kiunga area. Such an incredibly coloured species, it surely demotes many BOP's down the order of 

appearance. Having tried and failed, we were under significant pressure to deliver on our last visit to 

Boystown Road. Thankfully the birds felt our pain, no less that 6 of these incandescent birds flew high 

over the forest allowing for brief but very good views from our vantage point.  

Yellow-breasted Bowerbird  (NG)  Chlamydera lauterbachi 

Mount Hagen area. We had a specific site for this species near to Mount Hagen. We all obtained very 

good views of a co-operative individual. 
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Fawn-breasted Bowerbird    Chlamydera cerviniventris 

PAU & Varirata. Fairly common, even within the built up neighborhoods of Port Moresby. An 

unattended bower was found at PAU. 

 

Australasian Wrens  Maluridae 
Wallace's Fairywren  (NG)    Sipodotus wallacii 

Kiunga area. Unlike the following two species, Wallace's Fairywren does not live at head height or 

below, favouring the higher canopy instead. A frustrating species that rarely sat still for very long, it was 

seen only by some. 

Emperor Fairywren  (NG)    Malurus cyanocephalus 

Brown River area. What would surely rank as one of the top 5 most attractive species (non-BOP) on the 

tour. We found a number of individuals at close quarters while searching the road side verges of the 

Brown River. 

White-shouldered Fairywren  (NG)  Malurus alboscapulatus 

Widespread and common. First recorded in grasslands between Tari and Ambua Lodge. 

 

Honeyeaters  Meliphagidae 
Red Myzomela  (NG)     Myzomela cruentata 

Tabubil. One of the participants managed a view of this amazingly rare species from Dablin Creek. 

Papuan Black Myzomela  (NG)   Myzomela nigrita 

Varirata. Common at Varirata, not recorded again. 

Mountain Myzomela  (NG)    Myzomela adolphinae 

Mount Hagen. Uncommon, seen around the various car parks of Kumul.  

Red-collared Myzomela  (NG)   Myzomela rosenbergii 

Tari. A cracking little bird that offered intermittent views to some of us. 

Rufous-backed Honeyeater   (PNG)  Ptiloprora guisei 

Widespread and common in the Highlands of Tari and Mount Hagen. 

Grey-streaked Honeyeater  (NG)  Ptiloprora perstriata 

Widespread, but uncommon in the Highlands of Tari and Mount Hagen. 

Plain Honeyeater  (NG)    Pycnopygius ixoides 

Varirata & Kiunga. Common in lowland forests. 

Marbled Honeyeater  (NG)    Pycnopygius cinereus 

Tari & Mount Hagen. The odd individual was seen at both locations.  

Streak-headed Honeyeater  (NG)  Pycnopygius stictocephalus 

Kiunga & PAU. Initially tricky, we ended up with a couple of good sightings. 

Silver-eared Honeyeater  (NG)   Lichmera alboauricularis 

Hisui. We specifically visited a private residence and dam near Hisui for this species.  

Spotted Honeyeater  (NG)    Xanthotis polygrammus 

Tabubil. Solitary individual seen from Dablin Creek Road allegedly visiting the very same tree that it has 

done for years. 

Tawny-breasted Honeyeater   Xanthotis flaviventer 

Mount Hagen. We did just enough to find an individual near Mount Hagen. After that, calls were 

ignored.  

Meyer's Friarbird  (NG)    Philemon meyeri 

Tabubil. Oddly scarce, with only a single flock seen at Ok Menga while waiting for Salvadori's Teal. 

New Guinea Friarbird  (NG)   Philemon novaeguineae 
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Common and widespread. 

White-throated Honeyeater   Melithreptus albogularis 

Varirata. One of the more attractive Honeyeaters, we had good sighting in the Eucalyptus patches.  

Long-billed Honeyeater  (NG)   Melilestes megarhynchus 

Tabubil. A large, cryptic species that likes to move about in small, social groups. Provided some 

entertainment during the interminable hours on Kookaburra watch. 

Common Smoky Honeyeater  (NG)  Melipotes fumigatus 

Tari & Mount Hagen. Common this bird certainly is, rather abundant at both high altitude locations. A 

number of individuals got rather agitated around the fruit feeder at Kumul causing their normally yellow 

orbital patches to turn bright red. 

Rufous-banded Honeyeater   Conopophila albogularis 

PAU & Varirata. Very common in Eucalyptus woodland, otherwise absent. 

Brown-backed Honeyeater    Ramsayornis modestus 

Hisui. We specifically visited a private residence and dam near Hisui for this species.  

*Black-throated Honeyeater  (NG)  Caligavis subfrenata 

Tari. Disappointingly we only managed to hear this bird on one occasion. 

Obscure Honeyeater  (NG)    Caligavis obscura 

Kiunga. Much fun and frustration was had trying to see this species at Km17 and Boystown Road. 

Yellow-browed Melidectes  (NG)   Melidectes rufocrissalis 

Common and widespread in the Highlands. 

Belford's Melidectes  (NG)    Melidectes belfordi 

As per Yellow-browed, common and widespread in the Highlands. Slight variance in altitude preference, 

typically found at higher elevations. 

Ornate Melidectes  (NG)    Melidectes torquatus 

Mount Hagen. We saw small numbers of this colourful member of the Melidectes genus at various 

locations near to town. 

Yellow-tinted Honeyeater    Ptilotula flavescens 

PAU. One of the more colourful Honeyeaters, we had good views on our first afternoon at PAU. 

Mottle-breasted Honeyeater  (NG)  Meliphaga mimikae 

Tabubil. The guides got slightly excited at seeing this, so it must have been decent. Generally rare, it 

perched up in the Spotted Honeyeater tree. 

Mountain Honeyeater  (NG)   Meliphaga orientalis 

Tari & Mount Hagen. Common Highland species. 

Scrub Honeyeater  (NG)    Meliphaga albonotata 

Mount Hagen & Tabubil. Common Highland species. 

Mimic Honeyeater  (NG)    Meliphaga analoga 

Varirata & Kiunga. Common lowland species. 

Graceful Honeyeater  (NG)    Meliphaga gracilis 

Brown River. A few individuals were found on our day out north of Port Moresby. 

Puff-backed Honeyeater    Meliphaga aruensis 

Tabubil & Kiunga. Another of those species that remained off the list for longer than it should have. We 

apparently caught up at Dablin Creek, but certainly did Boystown Road. 

 

Australasian Warblers  Acanthizidae 
Goldenface  (NG)     Pachycare flavogriseum 

Varirata. Showing just how difficult a mid-story flock can be, this species was seen for only a few 

seconds by one participant. 
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Rusty Mouse-warbler   (NG)   Crateroscelis murina 

Varirata. Drab, but common skulker.  

Mountain Mouse-warbler  (NG)   Crateroscelis robusta 

Mount Hagen. Drab, common skulker. 

Pale-billed Scrubwren  (NG)   Sericornis spilodera 

Varirata. . 

Papuan Scrubwren  (NG)    Sericornis papuensis 

Tari. Drab, common and boldly exposed. Often found with Large & Buff-faced.  

Large Scrubwren  (NG)    Sericornis nouhuysi 

Tari. Drab, common and boldly exposed. Often found with Papuan & Buff-faced.  

Buff-faced Scrubwren  (NG)   Sericornis perspicillatus 

Tari. Drab, common and boldly exposed. Often found with Papuan & Large.  

Brown-breasted Gerygone  (NG)   Gerygone ruficollis 

Mount Hagen. A lot of work went in to finding yet another drab bird.  

Mangrove Gerygone     Gerygone levigaster 

Hisui Mangroves. Responded to playback eventually. 

Large-billed Gerygone    Gerygone magnirostris 

Kwatu. The only dull, brown bird knocking about a few inches over the rivers around Kwatu. 

Yellow-bellied Gerygone  (NG)   Gerygone chrysogaster 

Kiunga. Common in the lowlands. Unlike most Gerygones, often attends mid-canopy mixed flocks.  

Green-backed Gerygone    Gerygone chloronota 

Tabubil. We scoped a calling bird at Dablin Creek just in case audio alone didn't cut it.  

White-throated Gerygone    Gerygone olivacea 

Brown River. Another run about looking for a drab spot at the top of a tree during the heat of the day. 

Fairy Gerygone      Gerygone palpebrosa 

Varirata. Perhaps the most attractive of the entire Gerygone family, which isn't saying much. A few 

sightings at Varirata amongst mixed flocks. 

 

Australasian Babblers  Pomatostomidae 
Papuan Babbler  (NG)    Garritornis isidorei 

Kiunga & Kwatu. A quick moving flock passed us while we were focused on the Greater Bird-of-

paradise lek at KM17. Better sightings were had the following day and at Kwatu.  

 

Logrunners  Orthonychidae 
*Papuan Logrunner  (NG)    Orthonyx novaeguineae 

Tari. Despite a number of hours creeping along the high altitude trails above Ambua, we were not 

fortunate enough to even get a glimpse of this bird. 

 

Satinbirds  Cnemophilidae 
Loria's Satinbird  (NG)    Cnemophilus loriae 

Tari. A number of females were seen around the lodge gardens, while a very wet male eventually made 

his way over in the later afternoon. 

Crested Satinbird  (NG)    Cnemophilus macgregorii 

Mount Hagen. A number of females visited the fruit feeder at Kumul or were otherwise visible in the 

surrounding forest. No male was forthcoming unfortunately despite hearing a raucous individual nearby. 
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Berrypeckers, Longbills  Melanocharitidae 
Obscure Berrypecker  (NG)   Melanocharis arfakiana 

Tari. A few managed views of a single bird on the Dablin Creek Road while a few more saw the 

individual visiting our lodge gardens. 

Black Berrypecker  (NG)    Melanocharis nigra 

Varirata. One of the first frugivores to expose themselves post dawn. 

Mid-mountain Berrypecker  (NG)  Melanocharis longicauda 

Tari. Commonly seen just above Ambua Lodge.  

Fan-tailed Berrypecker  (NG)   Melanocharis versteri 

Mount Hagen. A very bold individual showed well next to our local guides cabbage patch.  

Dwarf Longbill  (NG)     Oedistoma iliolophus 

Varirata. While commonly encountered at mixed bird parties, this is a bullet of a bird that rarely perches 

for visuals.  

Yellow-bellied Longbill  (NG)   Toxorhamphus novaeguineae 

Kiunga & Kwatu. More bullet behavior around Km17 before one of us found a pair nest building.  

Slaty-headed Longbill  (NG)   Toxorhamphus poliopterus 

Tari & Tabubil. Only a few managed sighting of this bird at Ambua before a few more had views in the 

lodge gardens at Tabubil. 

 

Painted Berrypeckers  Paramythiidae 
Tit Berrypecker   (NG)    Oreocharis arfaki 

Tari. Very much resembling a European Parus, this 'tit' daubed with yellow highlighter was a very 

colourful standout on a grey and rainy day at Ambua.   

Crested Berrypecker  (NG)    Paramythia montium 

Tari. Seen on various occasions, most notably close to Tari Gap. Recalling a South America Tangara, 

this is another species that looks rather out of place on New Guinea. 

 

Whipbirds, Jewel-babblers and Quail-thrushes  Psophodidae 
*Blue Jewel-babbler  (NG)    Ptilorrhoa caerulescens 

Kiunga area. Heard on both our visits to Boystown Road, alas we were unable to get visuals. 

*Chestnut-backed Jewel-babbler  (NG) Ptilorrhoa castanonota 

Tabubil area. Much like the former species, we heard birds calling on successive days without visual. 

Painted Quail-thrush     Cinclosoma ajax 

Varirata. Skulker extraordinaire! We put a lot of effort into drawing this stunning species out, 

unfortunately it was seen by some only briefly. 

 

Boatbills  Machaerirhynchidae 
Yellow-breasted Boatbill    Machaerirhynchus flaviventer 

Varirata. Most of us got onto this quick moving (despite the heavy bill!) species while wading through 

busy bird flocks. 

Black-breasted Boatbill  (NG)   Machaerirhynchus nigripectus 

Tari. A tricky, massive billed customer. We were lucky to have fantastic sightings of this species while 

we sheltered from the rain. 

 

Woodswallows, Butcherbirds and Allies  Artamidae 
White-breasted Woodswallow   Artamus leucorynchus 
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Common in the lowland forests.  

Great Woodswallow  (NG)    Artamus maximus 

Common in the highlands and foothills. 

Lowland Peltops  (NG)    Peltops blainvillii 

Kiunga area. Fantastic scoped views were had at Boystown Road while waiting for Flame Bowerbird to 

make an appearance. 

Mountain Peltops  (NG)    Peltops montanus 

Tabubil area. A number of individuals were scoped from Dablin Creek Road. 

Black Butcherbird     Cracticus quoyi 

Tari & Tabubil. Unusually seen around Ambua, the bird become common and conspicuous on Dablin 

Creek Road. 

Black-backed Butcherbird    Cracticus mentalis 

PAU & Varirata. Common only around Eucaplyptus forest. 

Hooded Butcherbird  (NG)    Cracticus cassicus 

Widespread in lowland forests. 

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Black-faced Cuckooshrike    Coracina novaehollandiae 

PAU & Brown River. Fairly common around Port Moresby. 

Stout-billed Cuckooshrike  (NG)   Coracina caeruleogrisea 

Widespread. Seen best near the entrance to Ambua Lodge but also present at Varirata and Kwatu area. 

Barred Cuckooshrike     Coracina lineata 

Varirata. Took a while to find one of these well marked birds. A pair were found despite the heavy wind 

on our afternoon trip to Varirata. 

Boyer's Cuckooshrike  (NG)   Coracina boyeri 

Varirata & Kwatu. Common around the fruiting trees of Varirata, further sightings around Kwatu. 

White-bellied Cuckooshrike   Coracina papuensis 

Widespread and common. 

Hooded Cuckooshrike  (NG)   Coracina longicauda 

Tari. One flock observed while birding the farming communities around Tari.  

Common Cicadabird     Coracina tenuirostris 

Brown River & Mount Hagen. Males and females seen well, especially along Lae River, Mount Hagen. 

Grey-headed Cuckooshrike  (NG)  Coracina schisticeps 

Tabubil. Good scope views from Dablin Creek Road. 

Black Cicadabird  (NG)    Coracina melas 

Kiunga. One individual found as part of a mixed flock at KM17. 

Golden Cuckooshrike   (NG)   Campochaera sloetii 

Tabubil & Kiunga. Excellent and prolonged scope views at Dablin Creek Road and Boystown Road.  

White-winged Triller     Lalage tricolor 

Hisui Mangroves. Only recorded on 1 previous tour, we managed decent sightings of this species en 

route to the mangroves.  

Varied Triller      Lalage leucomela 

Kwatu. Small numbers seen from the lodge gardens. 

 

Australo-Papuan Bellbirds  Oreoicidae 
Rufous-naped Whistler  (NG)   Aleadryas rufinucha 
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Mount Hagen. Good views of an individual around the lodge gardens. 

 

Whistlers and allies  Pachycephalidae 
Grey Whistler      Pachycephala simplex 

Varirata. Common participant of mixed species flocks. 

Sclater's Whistler  (NG)    Pachycephala soror 

Tari. Handful of sightings near to Ambua Lodge. 

Regent Whistler  (NG)    Pachycephala schlegelii 

Tari & Mount Hagen. Much commoner that Sclater's, seen well at both locations. 

Black-headed Whistler  (NG)   Pachycephala monacha 

Mount Hagen. Short views of an individual at Kumul Lodge. 

White-bellied Whistler  (NG)   Pachycephala leucogastra 

Tari. Seen well from the road, near to Tari Gap.  

White-bellied Pitohui  (NG)   Pseudorectes incertus 

Kwatu. Flock of busy individuals seen while searching for Kingfishers. 

Rusty Pitohui  (NG)     Pseudorectes ferrugineus 

Brown River. Excellent views obtained while searching for Emperor Fairywren. 

Grey Shrikethrush     Colluricincla harmonica 

PAU. Heard on our first afternoon we had to wait until the last afternoon to get good visuals. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Long-tailed Shrike     Lanius schach 

Mount Hagen. Globally common species, though we only saw one while searching for Yellow-breasted 

Bowerbird.  

 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
Australasian Figbird     Sphecotheres vieilloti 

PAU. Common around PAU, not recorded at any other location. 

Southern Variable Pitohui  (NG)   Pitohui uropygialis 

Kiunga & Kwatu. Relatively common at both KM17 and around Kwatu Lodge. Rarely sat long enough 

for good views. 

Hooded Pitohui  (NG)    Pitohui dichrous 

Varirata & Tabubil. Common both at Varirata and along Dablin Creek Road. Bold bird that often sits on 

the periphery of a fruiting bush. 

Brown Oriole  (NG)     Oriolus szalayi 

Widespread in the lowlands. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Spangled Drongo     Dicrurus bracteatus 

Common and widespread.  

 

Fantails  Rhipiduridae 
Willie Wagtail      Rhipidura leucophrys 

Abundant throughout the tour.  

Sooty Thicket Fantail  (NG)   Rhipidura threnothorax 

Kiunga. One individual seen at KM17. 
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White-bellied Thicket Fantail  (NG)  Rhipidura leucothorax 

Brown River. We managed excellent views of a pair feeding on the forest periphery. 

Chestnut-bellied Fantail  (NG)   Rhipidura hyperythra 

Varirata. Mixed flock leader, commonly seen and heard. 

Friendly Fantail   (NG)    Rhipidura albolimbata 

Common in the highlands.  

Dimorphic Fantail  (NG)    Rhipidura brachyrhyncha 

Tari & Mount Hagen. Seen well at both locations. Note: Light phase form with all grey tail seen at Tari. Dark 

phase form with bi-coloured tail seen at Kumul Lodge. 

Rufous-backed Fantail  (NG)   Rhipidura rufidorsa 

Kwatu. Another mixed flock leader, but despite calling incessantly this bird was very difficult to see. 

Pygmy Drongo  (NG)     Chaetorhynchus papuensis 

Varirata. An elusive species, seen only by some during our first visit. 

 

Monarchs  Monarchidae 
Spot-winged Monarch  (NG)   Symposiachrus guttula 

Kwatu. A few got onto this species in amongst a flock that contained Hooded, Golden and Frilled too! 

*Hooded Monarch  (NG)    Symposiachrus manadensis 

Kwatu. A difficult bird to get onto, we had many opportunities, but never managed. 

Black-faced Monarch     Monarcha melanopsis 

Brown River and Kwatu. Most of us were looking at this species near the Brown River when the 

Emperor Fiarywrens made their eyeball to eyeball appearance. 

Golden Monarch  (NG)    Carterornis chrysomela 

Kiunga & Kwatu. A cracking little bird, first seen at KM17, but seen best on a night roost at Kwatu. 

Frilled Monarch     Arses telescopthalmus 

Widespread in lowland forests. First recorded at Varirata. 

Leaden Flycatcher     Myiagra rubecula 

Hisui Mangroves. A nesting pair were observed in the mangroves. 

Shining Flycatcher     Myiagra alecto 

Elevala River. A pair was found in scrubby vegetation, low over the river. 

 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 
Grey Crow  (NG)     Corvus tristis 

Widespread, but not common. First encountered at Varirata, but best sightings from Elevala River. 

Torresian Crow      Corvus orru 

Widespread and abundant. 

 

Melampittas  Melampittidae 
Lesser Melampitta  (NG)    Melampitta lugubris 

Mount Hagen. After much effort, we managed to coax out two individuals along the muddy paths of 

Kumul. 

 

Ifrita  Ifritidae 
Blue-capped Ifrit  (NG)    Ifrita kowaldi 

Tari & Mount Hagen. We obtained fantastic views of a small flock of these poisonous birds near to Tari 

Gap. 
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Birds-of-paradise  Paradisaeidae 
Glossy-mantled Manucode  (NG)  Manucodia ater 

Kiunga. Seen particularly well from Boystown Road. A widespread species that was heard many times. 

Crinkle-collared Manucode  (NG)  Manucodia chalybatus 

Tabubil. Seen on our first morning at Dablin Creek Road. Surprisingly, this was our only record. 

Trumpet Manucode     Phonygammus keraudrenii 

Kiunga. Commonly encountered along Boystown Road and around Kwatu. 

Ribbon-tailed Astrapia  (PNG)   Astrapia mayeri 

Tari & Mount Hagen. There were no shortage of females, juveniles and short-tailed males during our 

stay at both lodges, but the highlight was definitely a flyby male with a 3-4foot white ribbon tail above 

Ambua. 

Princess Stephanie's Astrapia  (PNG)  Astrapia stephaniae 

Tari. Seen on a handful of occasions near Tari Gap. Two birds were seen well from our lodges at 

Ambua too. 

Queen Carola's Parotia  (PNG)   Parotia carolae 

Tabubil. A number of male and female birds were observed at leisure from our birding perch at 

Boystown Road. 

Lawes's Parotia  (PNG)    Parotia lawesii 

Tari. Seen only around the Ambua Lodge itself. We saw a number of females and one male. 

King of Saxony Bird-of-paradise  (NG) Pteridophora alberti 

Tari. No sooner had we seen Blue BOP and we were straight up the road towards Tari Gap for the KOS 

BOP. We didn't have to wait long before an incredible male was seen on an exposed woody perch. 

Superb Bird-of-paradise  (NG)   Lophorina superba 

Tari. While females had already been seen in and around the gardens of Ambua, we spent a few hours 

dedicated to finding the male on one afternoon with very good results. 

Magnificent Riflebird     Ptiloris magnificus 

Tabubil area. We had a rather unexpected and stunning sighting of this species late in the morning on 

our first visit to Dablin Creek Road. 

*Growling Riflebird  (NG)    Ptiloris intercedens 

Varirata. The distinctive call of this species was heard on both visits to Varirata, but we were unable to 

get close enough for visuals. 

Brown Sicklebill  (NG)    Epimachus meyeri 

Mount Hagen. A number of females and juveniles were seen at the fruit feeders, but no males were 

noted. 

Magnificent Bird-of-paradise  (NG)  Diphyllodes magnificus 

Mount Hagen. A number of females were seen from the Lae River bridge. We were unable to convince a 

male to come out and show himself.  

King Bird-of-paradise  (NG)   Cicinnurus regius 

Kiunga area. Seen very close to the Greater BOP lek, we obtained decent views of a single male on two 

consecutive days. 

Twelve-wired Bird-of-paradise  (NG)  Seleucidis melanoleucus 

Fly River. A displaying male was seen incredibly close to the Kiunga 'waterfront'. Disappointingly, 

further display sites had disappeared or recently been abandoned. 

Greater Bird-of-paradise  (NG)   Paradisaea apoda 

Kiunga area. Visiting the lek made famous by David Attenborough, we were entertained by a large 

number of displaying males. 
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Raggiana Bird-of-paradise  (PNG)  Paradisaea raggiana 

Varirata. Although we played hide and seek for much of the first morning at Varirata, we ended up 

getting stunning views of at least two males displaying. 

Lesser Bird-of-paradise  (NG)   Paradisaea minor 

Mount Hagen area. Disappointingly, only some of us managed some very distant views of this species. 

Blue Bird-of-paradise   (PNG)   Paradisaea rudolphi 

Tari. Practically the first bird we saw after arrival at the lodge. A glorious male spent upwards of 30 

minutes feeding quietly in a fruiting tree seemingly oblivious to our excitement. 

 

Australasian Robins  Petroicidae 
*Black-sided Robin  (NG)    Poecilodryas hypoleuca 

Kiunga. Heard at Boystown Road only. 

Black-throated Robin  (NG)   Poecilodryas albonotata 

Tari. Seen along the road very close to the Ambua Lodge gate. 

White-winged Robin  (NG)    Peneothello sigillata 

Tari. A number of birds were observed in the montane forests above Ambua. 

Slaty Robin  (NG)     Peneothello cyanus 

Tari. Seen along the road very close to the Ambua Lodge gate 

White-rumped Robin  (NG)   Peneothello bimaculata 

Tabubil. We had heard this species a number of times before getting decent views late in the morning. 

White-faced Robin     Tregellasia leucops 

Varirata. Most of us managed excellent views of a pair on our second trip to Varirata.  

Torrent Flyrobin  (NG)    Monachella muelleriana 

Mount Hagen & Tabubil. Common along the larger, rocky rivers.  

Canary Flyrobin  (NG)    Microeca papuana 

Tari. One of the easier Flyrobin species, this bright little yellow bird was seen amongst a mixed flock. 

Lesser Ground Robin  (NG)   Amalocichla incerta 

Tari. A very difficult ground skulker seen only by some above Ambua. 

 

Swallows, Martins  Hirundinidae 
Pacific Swallow      Hirundo tahitica 

Widespread, abundant. 

Tree Martin      Petrochelidon nigricans 

Brown River. Small flocks seen hawking over grasslands.  

 

Leaf Warblers and allies  Phylloscopidae 
Island Leaf Warbler     Phylloscopus maforensis 

Kiunga area. Another typically drab Phylloscopus, we bumped into small numbers feeding amongst bird 

parties on Dablin Creek Road. 

 

Reed Warblers and allies  Acrocephalidae 
Clamorous Reed Warbler    Acrocephalus stentoreus 

Brown River. Commonly heard in the grassland thickets. Made only as much effort as was required to 

see one individual. 

 

Grassbirds and allies  Locustellidae 
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Papuan Grassbird  (NG)    Megalurus macrurus 

Tari. Rather common amongst the high latitude grasslands above Ambua. 

 

Cisticolas and allies  Cisticolidae 
Golden-headed Cisticola    Cisticola exilis 

Hisui Mangroves. We spent just enough time to get views of this widespread and rather drab Cisticola. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Black-fronted White-eye  (NG)   Zosterops minor 

Tabubil. Seen on both our trips to Dablin Creek. 

Capped White-eye  (NG)    Zosterops fuscicapilla 

Tari & Tabubil. A large flock was seen late on our last afternoon around Tari. Further individuals were 

seen mixed within Black-fronted White-eye flocks on Dablin Creek Road. 

Papuan White-eye  (NG)    Zosterops novaeguineae 

Tari to Mount Hagen. Seen at one of the stops between Ambua and Kumul. 

 

Starlings, Rhabdornis  Sturnidae 
Metallic Starling     Aplonis metallica 

Widespread and abundant. First recorded along the Brown River. 

Yellow-eyed Starling  (NG)    Aplonis mystacea 

Kiunga. A tough customer that often takes much effort to separate from the much commoner Metallic 

Starlings. We lucked out one morning when 3-4 birds sat on an exposed perch allowing for good views 

of their bright yellow eyes. 

Singing Starling      Aplonis cantoroides 

Widespread and common. First recorded at PAU. 

Yellow-faced Myna  (NG)    Mino dumontii 

Common and widespread in the lowland forests. First seen at PAU. 

Golden Myna  (NG)     Mino anais 

Brown & Elevala Rivers. One of the many stupendous species of Sturnidae, it is generally tough to 

come by. Short sightings along the Brown River were much improved with longer, more exposed 

sightings on the Elevala.  

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Island Thrush      Turdus poliocephalus 

Tari and Mount Hagen. Common at both locations, especially around montane grassland patches. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Pied Bush Chat      Saxicola caprata 

Tari and Mount Hagen. Common around any human habitation in the highlands. 

 

Flowerpeckers  Dicaeidae 
Red-capped Flowerpecker  (NG)   Dicaeum geelvinkianum 

Widespread and common. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Black Sunbird      Leptocoma sericea 
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Common and widespread. 

Olive-backed Sunbird    Cinnyris jugularis 

Common and widespread. 

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches  Passeridae 
House Sparrow  (I)     Passer domesticus 

Fairly common near human habitation, but nowhere near as ubiquitous as the next species. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow  (I)    Passer montanus 

Abundant near human habitation. 

 

Waxbills, Munias and allies  Estrildidae 
Mountain Firetail  (NG)    Oreostruthus fuliginosus 

Mount Hagen. Some of the group were fortunate to see a pair of these stunning, high altitude birds 

quietly feeding along a trail at Kumul. 

Blue-faced Parrotfinch    Erythrura trichroa 

Tari. We found only a pair of these overly colourful birds near the Ambua gate.  

White-spotted Mannikin  (NG)   Lonchura leucosticta 

Kiunga. A much sought after species, we were able to find a number of flocks very close to Kiunga. 

Grey-headed Mannikin  (PNG)   Lonchura caniceps 

Varirata. We made a specific stop near Varirata where a large flock of these birds were found. 

Hooded Mannikin  (NG)    Lonchura spectabilis 

Tari. Potentially tricky species that turned out to be particularly common around town. 

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin   Lonchura castaneothorax 

Brown River. Large flocks were eventually found of this tricky species. 

 

Wagtails, Pipits  Motacillidae 
Australian Pipit      Anthus australis 

Tari to Mount Hagen. We found a few individuals feeding on the lawns of a police station while driving 

from Tari to Mount Hagen.  

 

  

Annotated Checklist of Mammals, Reptiles & Amphibians Recorded 
 

6 species recorded 

 
Speckled Dasyure  (NG)     Neophascogale lorentzii 

Tari. A number of these marsupials were seen working their way through the thick, moss entangled 

highland trees. 

Agile Wallaby     Macropus agilis 

Varirata. One individual was seen scampering away from us during the mid day heat. 

Great Flying Fix     Pteropus neohibernicus 

Kwatu. Large flocks of these bats were occasionally disturbed and put to flight while we travelled up 

and down the Elevala River. 

Black-tailed Giant Rat  (NG)   Uromys anak 

Mount Hagen. Frequently seen in the evenings when it came to the fruit table to polish off scraps that 
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the birds had left. 

 

New Guinea Crocodile  (NG)   Crocodylus novaegunieae 

Elevala River. A number of specimens were seen, most on the smaller side of 2ft. One large individual of 

over 6ft was seen on our cruise back to Kiunga. 

 

Cane Toad  (I)     Bufo marinus 

Unfortunately a common and widespread invasive alien.  
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