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Tour Summary 
 

 

Our first of many comprehensive birding tours around South Africa for 2015 was a huge success. We 

racked up an impressive 486 bird species and 54 mammals while soaking in our fascinating country, 

delicious food and spectacular scenery! Highlights were many and included an array of Africa’s most 

desirable and iconic species such as Southern Bald Ibis, Black Harrier, Southern Black and Blue 

Korhaans, Denham’s Bustard, Grey-winged Francolin, nesting Bank Cormorant, Bearded Vulture, 

Grey Crowned, Blue and Wattled Cranes, outlandish Livingstone’s Turaco, regal Southern Ground 

Hornbill, Ground Woodpecker, endangered Cape Parrot, both Drakensberg and Cape Rockjumpers and 

Gurney’s and Cape Sugarbirds, Amur and Red-footed Falcons, Woodward’s Batis, Black-throated 

Wattle-eye, sensational Four-colored Bushshrike, Black-winged and Collared Pratincoles, Fairy 

Flycatcher, a multitude of larks including Rudd’s and Botha’s, elusive Karoo Eremomela, Rufous-

eared Warbler, striking and unique Bush Blackcap, Orange Ground Thrush, White-throated and 

Chorister Robin-Chats, Sentinel and Cape Rock Thrushes, secretive Victorin’s Warbler, dazzling 

Orange-breasted Sunbird, Green and Pink-throated Twinspots, Southern Brown-throated Weaver, 

Violet-eared and Black-faced Waxbills, Yellow-breasted and Mountain Pipits, Lemon-breasted, Forest 

and rare Protea Canaries and Drakensberg Siskin. Mammals are also a major feature of any trip to 

Cape Sugarbird in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens by Glen Valentine 
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Africa and the density and diversity of 

mammals in South Africa is rivalled by 

few other countries. This tour, however, 

proved to be a particularly lucky 

mammal trip with our final tally being 

most impressive and including such 

megas as Lion, Leopard, Cheetah, Wild 

Dog, Aardvark, Caracal, Spotted-

necked Otter, Spotted Hyaena, African 

Elephant, White Rhinoceros, African 

Buffalo, Southern Giraffe, Burchell’s 

Zebra, the massive Eland and a host of 

other antelope and mammal species! 

This was our adventure… 

 

The tour kicked off from our guest 

house close to OR Tambo International 

Airport in Johannesburg and, before 

long, we were heading out north along 

the freeway past Pretoria and on towards our birding site for the day near the village of Kgomo. En 

route we added the ever-present Hadada Ibis, which would become a feature of the trip and was to be 

seen on every single day along with Barn Swallow. We arrived to witness huge, wielding flocks of 

Red-billed Quelea that were joined by good numbers of other seedeaters including Southern Red and 

Yellow-crowned Bishops, Pin-tailed Whydah and White-winged Widowbird, all of which were in full 

breeding plumage and provided some serious eye-candy! Here we also enjoyed scope views of a 

vocalizing male Northern Black Korhaan, singing Rufous-naped Lark and the first of many cisticola 

species. A little further on a small dam produced African Darter, Black Heron, African Fish Eagle, Pied 

Kingfisher and Whiskered Tern. We then 

entered the bird-rich Acacia savannah 

that dominates much of this area and 

picked up many exciting new species 

including White-browed Sparrow-

Weaver, sensational Crimson-breasted 

Shrike, Red-billed and scarce Jameson’s 

Firefinches, Levaillant’s and Diederik 

Cuckoos, Brown-hooded and Woodland 

Kingfishers, Green Wood Hoopoe, 

African Grey, Southern Red-billed and 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills, 

Chinspot Batis, Brubru, Red-backed, 

Lesser Grey, Southern White-crowned 

and Magpie Shrikes, Neddicky, Black-

chested Prinia, White-throated Robin-

Chat, Great Sparrow, Scaly-feathered 

Weaver, beautiful Green-winged Pytilia, 

Cut-throat Finch,  Violet-eared and Black-faced Waxbills, Village and Purple Indigobirds and our first 

of several thousand Amur Falcons! A small pond near Kgomo village yielded a few waterfowl species 

Crimson-breasted Shrike near Kgomo Kgomo by Glen Valentine 

Scaly-feathered Weaver near Kgomo Kgomo by Glen Valentine 
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in the form of Southern 

Pochard, Red-billed Teal, 

Spur-winged Goose and 

White-faced Whistling Duck, 

while the surrounding 

grasslands gave us flight 

views of migratory Black-

winged Pratincole. We also 

had a quick look at the 

floodplain and, although this 

was during the midday heat, 

we still managed to find a few 

Lesser Moorhen as well as 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters 

hawking insects from the 

power lines.  

 

Leaving the bustling 

metropolis of Johannesburg the next morning we struck out east on the fairly long drive to the 

spectacular Kruger National Park, where we enjoyed a most rewarding and fulfilling three days! 

Kruger produced many wonderful avian highlights as always but it was the mammal sightings that 

really blew us away! We arrived at Orpen Gate in the centre of the park in the mid-afternoon and upon 

entering this massive conservation area were immediately greeted by herds of African Elephant, Blue 

Wildebeest, Impala, Burchell’s Zebra, Common Waterbuck and troops of playful and cheeky Vervet 

Monkeys, as well as two male Lions, which were all encountered before arriving at Satara Restcamp in 

the late afternoon.  

 

Up early the next morning we ventured 

out into the crisp, fresh African savannah 

and soon encountered Crested, 

Swainson’s and Natal Francolins, 

gorgeous Southern Carmine and 

European Bee-eaters, Saddle-billed 

Stork, Burnt-necked Eremomela, 

Bateleur, colourful Lilac-breasted and 

European Rollers, Red-faced and 

Speckled Mousebirds, Giant Kingfisher, 

Southern Ground Hornbill, Brown-

crowned Tchagra, Wire-tailed, Lesser 

Striped, Red-breasted and Mosque 

Swallows, Marico and White-bellied 

Sunbirds, Red-billed Buffalo Weaver, 

Blue Waxbill, Yellow-fronted Canary 

and many more all before breakfast! 

Some folks were also fortunate to have 

seen a Leopard cross the road very briefly soon after dawn, but we were to catch up with this beauty 

later on. After a hearty breakfast we embarked on a short birding walk around the camp before carrying 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater in Kruger by Glen Valentine 

African Wild Dog in Kruger by Glen Valentine 
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on south to Skukuza and this gave us good views of Kurrichane Thrush, brilliant Violet-backed 

Starling, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, 

African Scops Owl on the day roost, 

Greater Blue-eared, Burchell’s and Cape 

Starlings and Cinnamon-breasted 

Bunting, as well as a brief sighting of 

Marsh Warbler.  

We then began making our way 

down to the south of the park in the late 

morning and picked up Black Crake, 

Great Spotted, Jacobin, Red-chested and 

African Cuckoos, Wahlberg’s and 

Martial Eagles, Common Scimitarbill, 

Black-crowned Tchagra, Red-faced 

Cisticola and Wattled Starling. On the 

mammal front, an encounter with a 

handsome male Cheetah basking in the 

sun in an open, sandy riverbed, as well as 

several Southern Giraffe, a pack of the 

rarely-seen and endangered African Wild Dog, a large pride of Lion, herds of African Buffalo and 

many of the already mentioned mammals all before arriving at Skukuza in the early evening made for a 

sensational day indeed! We checked into our rooms and had a quick dinner in preparation for our 

scheduled night drive, which did not disappoint and produced some good nocturnal birds in the form of 

Verreaux’s and Spotted Eagle-Owls, Fiery-necked Nightjar and Water Thick-knee, as well as White-

tailed Mongoose and the absolute cherry on top, an Aardvark that ambled down the road and then off 

into the bush, posing long enough in the open for all to admire and gawk at! This was an incredibly 

fortunate find indeed of one of the world’s most sought-after, unusual and rarely-seen mammals! 

 

Other birding highlights during our time 

in Kruger included close sightings of 

Yellow-billed Stork, Goliath Heron, 

Lappet-faced, White-headed and 

Hooded Vultures, Tawny and Lesser 

Spotted Eagles, male and female 

Montagu’s Harriers, bizarre Hamerkop, 

Black-collared and Crested Barbets, 

Bearded and Cardinal Woodpeckers, a 

flock of Lesser Kestrel, displaying 

Black-bellied Bustard, African Green 

Pigeon, Namaqua Dove, Purple Roller, 

Little Bee-eater, African Hoopoe, gaudy 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike, stunning 

African Paradise Flycatcher, Southern 

Black Tit, Sabota Lark, Spotted and 

Ashy Flycatchers, Spectacled Weaver, 

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler and Arrow-

marked Babbler, while additional mammal highlights were many and included more sightings of Lion, 

Cheetah in Kruger by Glen Valentine 

White Rhinoceros in Kruger by Glen Valentine 
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African Elephant, African Buffalo, Giraffe, Hippopotamus, as well as new species in the form of 

Banded and Dwarf Mongooses, Spotted Hyaena, White-Rhinoceros (two sightings of mothers with 

calves), Bushbuck, Klipspringer, Steenbok and Grey Duiker, plus a beautiful Leopard that crossed the 

road in front of us in the late afternoon on our last full day in the park. Awesome! 

 

From Kruger we continued our epic 

journey south towards the tiny, quaint 

town of Wakkerstroom in the east-central 

grasslands at the southern edge of 

Mpumalanga. A short stop at a roadside 

pan broke the journey and yielded 

waterbirds including White-backed and 

Yellow-billed Ducks, Cape Shoveler and 

African Swamphen. The avian and 

endemic rich birding hotspot of 

Wakkerstroom and surrounding areas was 

our focus for a full day, and traversing the 

network of gravel roads with our local 

guide added an impressive tally of new 

birds to the ever-growing list. Noteworthy 

specialties were numerous and included 

the stately Secretarybird, Denham’s and 

White-bellied Bustards, Blue Korhaan, 

Grey Crowned and Blue Cranes, a single Horus Swift, our first of many Bokmakierie,  an array of 

localized larks such as Rudd’s, Botha’s, Eastern Clapper and Eastern Long-billed, Banded Martin, 

South African Cliff and Greater Striped Swallows, a spread of cisticolas that included Cloud, Pale-

crowned and Wing-snapping, Drakensberg Prinia, Pied Starling, Sentinel Rock Thrush, Buff-streaked 

Chat, Mountain Wheatear, bright Cape Longclaw, scarce Yellow-breasted Pipit in full summer nuptials 

and Cape Canary. Scouring the many hundred Amur Falcons finally produced the quarry, an attractive 

female Red-footed Falcon, while waterbirds 

were also numerous and included Maccoa 

Duck, Great Crested and Black-eared 

Grebes, South African Shelduck, Little 

Bittern, African Marsh Harrier, African 

Snipe, Lesser Swamp, African Reed, African 

Yellow and Little Rush Warblers, Cape and 

Village Weavers, Long-tailed and Fan-tailed 

Widowbirds. Mammal highlights during the 

day were few but included Blesbok, a single 

Yellow Mongoose and inquisitive groups of 

Meerkats.  

 

Reluctantly we departed our delightful guest 

house at the edge of Wakkerstroom and 

struck out for the north-eastern KwaZulu-

Natal coastal plain. The rich coastal dune 

Buff-streaked Chat at Wakkerstroom by Glen Valentine 

Sentinel Rock Thrush at Wakkerstroom by Glen Valentine 
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and sand forests, woodlands, grasslands and wetlands here harboured plenty of new birds for us and we 

were keen to get stuck into this excellent birding and mammal-viewing region.  

The afternoon was spent along a minor gravel 

road in search of one of the area’s very special birds: the 

localized and scarce Lemon-breasted Canary that was 

only described in 1960! We managed to locate the 

canary without too much difficulty between intermittent 

rain and also found noteworthy species such as 

Burchell’s Coucal, Woolly-necked Stork, Brown-backed 

Honeybird, Croaking Cisticola, White-browed Scrub 

Robin, Southern Black Flycatcher, Scarlet-chested and 

Purple-banded Sunbirds, African Firefinch and Yellow-

throated Longclaw. 

 

The superb Mkhuze Game Reserve was the focal point 

of our next full day. Birding here was unfortunately 

rather challenging due to the windy conditions but we 

still managed to find many of the area’s specialties. A 

walk around Mantuma Camp turned up Grey Tit-

Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, Terrestrial 

Brownbul, Long-billed Crombec, Willow Warbler, 

Yellow-breasted Apalis, Black-bellied Starling, Green-

backed Camaroptera and Bearded Scrub Robin, while 

the sand forest and woodlands throughout the rest of the 

reserve 

yielded a 

covey of Crested Guineafowl, an impressive Crowned 

Eagle in the late afternoon, a pair of vibrant Purple-

crested Turaco, Broad-billed Roller, noisy and flashy 

White-crested Helmetshrike, a female Black 

Cuckooshrike, Square-tailed Drongo, localized Rudd’s 

Apalis, retiring Pink-throated Twinspot, Red-capped 

Robin-Chat and Golden-breasted Bunting. The fabulous 

hide at the kuMasinga waterhole did not disappoint and 

proved once again to be one of the highlights of the trip. 

Here we watched in awe as staggering numbers of 

mammals and birds streamed continuously to and from 

the waterhole, providing unbeatable views and 

photographic opportunities of White Rhinoceros, Nyala, 

Impala, Common Warthog, Burchell’s Zebra, Blue 

Wildebeest, Red-billed Oxpecker, Emerald-spotted 

Wood Dove and Grey Waxbill, to mention just the 

major highlights. Nsumo Pan and its surrounding 

wetlands produced Knob-billed Duck, Hottentot Teal, 

Great White and nesting Pink-backed Pelicans, Western 

Osprey, African Openbill, African Spoonbill and 

Intermediate Egret among many other more common Southern Brown-throated Weaver at St. Lucia 

by Glen Valentine 

Nyala in Mkhuze Game Reserve by Glen 

Valentine 
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species. Despite the wind, we thoroughly enjoyed our time in Mkhuze and from there made our way 

further south along the coast to the small town of St. Lucia. 

However, we first did some pre-breakfast birding around 

our lodge, which added a vociferous Eastern Nicator, and en 

route we popped into False Bay where the verdant sand 

forest here gave us some wonderful birds including Narina 

Trogon, Green Malkoha, Woodward’s Batis, Yellow White-

eye, Tambourine Dove, Red-fronted Tinkerbird, spectacular 

but skulking Four-colored Bushshrike, and Collared, Grey 

and Purple-banded Sunbirds. 

 

Our time in the St. Lucia area was spent around the river 

estuary where we encountered noteworthy species such as 

Greater Sand, White-fronted and Three-banded Plovers, 

Grey-headed Gull, Caspian Tern and a host of other 

shorebirds on the mudflats, and Livingstone’s Turaco, 

Black-throated Wattle-eye, Brown Scrub Robin, Dark-

backed and Thick-billed Weavers, displaying Black-backed 

Puffback, Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, White-eared Barbet, 

Crowned and Trumpeter Hornbills, Lesser Honeyguide, 

Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher and Olive Sunbird in the 

surrounding coastal forest. Reedbeds at the edge of town 

buzzed with nesting weavers and after scouring the hordes 

of Eastern Golden Weavers we were finally rewarded with a 

single male Southern Brown-throated Weaver in breeding 

plumage as well as a few Lesser Masked Weavers. We also 

explored the Cape Vidal section of the vast 

Isimangaliso Wetland Park from our base at 

St. Lucia where a large flock of Collared 

Pratincole and many Blue-cheeked Bee-

eaters were found, while we also managed to 

locate a singing Klaas’s Cuckoo and a 

stunning pair of the elusive and tricky-to-find 

Green Twinspot. Mammals were also a 

feature of the reserve and we enjoyed further 

sightings of old friends like Burchell’s Zebra, 

Blue Wildebeest, White-Rhinoceros, 

Common Waterbuck, Common Reedbuck, 

African Buffalo, Greater Kudu, Red Duiker 

and several endearing and confiding 

Bushbuck.  

 
Orange Ground Thrush in the Karkloof by Glen Valentine 

Purple-crested Turacos in Mkhuze Game 

Reserve by Glen Valentine 
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From St. Lucia we continued the journey towards the Drakensberg, which would be our final 

destination for the eastern leg of our South African birding adventure. We did, however, have a few 

scheduled birding sites to stop 

at along the way and these 

included the lush mistbelt 

forest of Dlinza and the 

expansive colonial gardens and 

remnant grasslands in the 

Karkloof. At Dlinza we found 

abnormally large numbers of 

stunning Purple-crested 

Turacos and Trumpeter 

Hornbills, a very tame young 

female Narina Trogon, several 

perched Eastern Bronze-naped 

Pigeons, a fleeting Scaly-

throated Honeyguide, scoped 

Black Cuckoo and boldly-

patterned Cape Batis, while 

our explorations of the Karkloof gave us the regal Long-crested Eagle, a magnificent pair of Crowned 

Eagle perched up for ages at point blank range, the first of many handsome Jackal Buzzards, a pair of 

locally endangered Wattled Crane, singing and displaying Fan-tailed Grassbird, African Olive Pigeon, 

retiring Lemon Dove, immaculate 

African Emerald Cuckoo, Narina 

Trogon, Olive Woodpecker, commonly 

heard but seldom seen Southern 

Boubou, Black-headed Oriole, 

amazingly showy Orange Ground 

Thrush, Chorister Robin-Chat, Red-

backed Mannikin, Red-collared 

Widowbird and Brimstone Canary. 

Before arriving at our base in the 

foothills of the towering Drakensberg 

mountain range we ducked into the 

small patch of mid-altitude forest at 

Marutswa, which yielded the goods in 

the form of our main target species, the 

critically endangered and endemic 

Cape Parrot, along with several other 

quality birds including White-starred 

Robin, Greater Double-collared 

Sunbird, Forest Canary and Black 

Saw-wing. 

 

Our last full day in eastern South Africa would prove as usual to be one of the most thrilling and 

memorable days of the tour for reasons over-and-above the cracking birds that were seen. The awe-

inspiring scenery and hair-raising road also added immensely to the experience and this day will 

African Emerald Cuckoo in the Karkloof by Glen Valentine 

Ground Woodpecker on Sani Pass by Glen Valentine 
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definitely not be forgotten in a long time! Starting early from our guest house in Himeville we began 

the ascent up Sani Pass. The initial stretch of road has recently been paved and is in impeccable 

condition and we broke this 

stretch of the drive with a very 

surprise find in the form of a 

Booted Eagle. A little further on 

we then encountered a Giant 

Kingfisher, several White Stork 

as well as Bokmakierie, 

Drakensberg Prinia, African 

Yellow Warbler and Cape 

Grassbird. Soon the tar came to 

an end and the gravel started 

and before long this road turned 

into a track, which soon became 

extremely rutted and slow-going 

as we wound our way through 

the initial stages of the pass. The 

birding here was excellent 

though and we were soon picking up our targets; namely Ground Woodpecker, Gurney’s Sugarbird, 

exquisite Malachite Sunbird, Cape Rock Thrush, Red-throated Wryneck, Long-billed Pipit, Yellow 

Bishop, small flocks of Streaky-headed Seedeater and large, fast-flying flocks of African and Alpine 

Swifts, as well as a single Common House Martin and 

Horus Swift. After a picnic breakfast at a particularly 

scenic spot we climbed higher and our second attempt 

at the secretive Barratt’s Warbler yielded unbeatable 

views of this often very difficult to see species. We 

also enjoyed excellent views of the endemic and 

sought-after Bush Blackcap near the South African 

border post. The last few switchbacks of the pass were 

particularly treacherous due to the recent heavy rains 

but our able drivers negotiated these tricky stretches 

impeccably and soon we had breached the top and 

were in Lesotho. Stopping to admire the incredible 

scenery on the last few corners of the pass also gave 

us our first of several Drakensberg Rockjumpers 

bounding around over boulders and scurrying through 

grass tussocks in typical fashion, pairs of Drakensberg 

Siskin and huge and impressive Cape Vulture soaring 

overhead. The remainder of the morning and early 

afternoon was spent in Lesotho and here we added 

specialties such as Fairy Flycatcher, Layard’s 

Warbler, Large-billed Lark, Karoo Prinia, Sickle-

winged Chat, Sentinel Rock Thrush, Mountain Pipit, 

Yellow Canary and Cape Bunting. We also ended up 

with an almost unprecedented six Bearded Vultures 

during the course of the day and the return journey yielded more rockjumpers, a lovely male Buff-

Bush Blackcap on Sani Pass by Glen Valentine 

Bearded Vulture in Lesotho by Glen Valentine 
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streaked Chat, better views of Red-throated Wryneck, a pair of Grey Rhebok (an endemic antelope), as 

well as many of the species seen on the ascending drive. All in all a fabulous trip once again up Sani 

Pass and into the tiny, land-locked 

highland country of Lesotho – and with 

that it was time to bid farewell to eastern 

South Africa and begin our post-tour 

extension of the Western Cape.  

 

Flying from Durban to Cape Town, we 

arrived in the south-western corner of 

the country on a sublime mid-summer’s 

day. Upon collecting our vehicle, we 

began the short drive towards the world-

famous and truly spectacular 

Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens at the 

base of Table Mountain. We enjoyed a 

leisurely afternoon here meandering 

through the vibrant gardens that teamed 

with Cape Sugarbirds and Orange-

breasted and Southern Double-collared 

Sunbirds, Karoo Prinia and Cape White-

eye. We also added a nice bonus bird in 

the form of a soaring European Honey Buzzard as well as more regular target species including Swee 

Waxbill and Cape Francolin. A Booted Eagle also soared overhead and several sightings were had of 

Cape Robin-Chat, Olive Thrush and Cape and Forest Canaries. In the late afternoon we departed the 

gardens and carried on our drive down the peninsula to the coastal town of Simon’s Town, situated at 

the edge of False Bay near the southern tip of the Cape Peninsula and our base for the next three nights. 

 

Our first full day in the Cape saw us 

boarding a boat headed out to sea and 

this gave us a chance of many pelagic 

species. Although the number of pelagic 

species and densities in summer are not 

nearly what they are like in winter, the 

chances of getting out to sea are vastly 

improved and several species are only 

found off the Western Cape coast in 

summer, which therefore still makes 

summer trips out to sea both extremely 

worthwhile and enjoyable. The 

outrageously strong south-easterly wind 

that picked up the previous evening and 

blew all night had died down immensely 

by the morning and we got the go ahead 

for the pelagic outing. The trip out 

through False Bay towards Cape Point 

was a little rougher than usual and the 

Orange-breasted Sunbird in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens 

by Glen Valentine 

Black-browed Albatross off the Cape of Good Hope by Glen 

Valentine 
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sea became particularly choppy around the Point and Bellow’s Rock, but thankfully soon eased out 

with the remainder of the trip being rather gentle and comfortable. The trip through the bay afforded 

incredible views of the Cape 

Peninsula, Cape Point and the 

Cape of Good Hope and we 

were treated to our first of 

many Cape Gannets during 

this stretch, as well as distant 

African Penguins and large 

rafts of cormorants. Great 

Crested, Sandwich and Arctic 

Terns were also spotted and, 

soon after passing the Point, 

we were watching our first of 

several Sabine’s Gulls, White-

chinned Petrels and Sooty and 

Cory’s Shearwaters. Further 

out we managed to locate a 

trawler surrounded by swarms 

of seabirds and here we were 

afforded the unique chance to admire many classic pelagic species including Shy and Black-browed 

Albatrosses, Wilson’s and European Storm Petrels, 

Great Shearwater and Brown Skua at close range. Other 

species seen during the trip included singletons of both 

Parasitic and Pomarine Jaegers, and Indian Yellow-

nosed Albatross on the return journey. Returning from 

our tiring but rewarding seabird outing in the late 

afternoon, we had a short rest before heading out to the 

nearby African Penguin colony at Boulders Beach, 

where we spent the remainder of the afternoon admiring 

these endearing creatures and also enjoyed views of 

Crowned Cormorant and African Oystercatcher. 

 

The next day we drove around to the eastern side of 

False Bay to search for one particularly localized and 

sought-after species, the endemic Cape Rockjumper. 

We were treated to simply superb weather and the 

scenery during the drive was spectacular to say the 

least. We also managed to find a small group of 

rockjumpers without much difficulty and other species 

seen in this boulder-strewn fynbos habitat included 

Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird and Karoo 

Prinia. Thereafter we visited the African Penguin 

colony at Stony Point where, besides numerous 

penguins, we also enjoyed excellent scope views of 

nesting Cape, White-breasted and the highly threatened 

and declining Bank Cormorant. A lunch stop and short walk around the well-presented Harold Porter 

African Penguins at Boulders by Glen Valentine 

Greater Flamingo at Strandfontein Water 

Works by Glen Valentine 
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Botanical Gardens coincided with the midday heat of a hot and clear mid-summer day and the birding 

was challenging with little new except 

for a brief fly-over Peregrine Falcon, 

while good flight views of a pale 

morph Booted Eagle after lunch was a 

great way to finish off our time in the 

Betty’s Bay area. Heading back across 

the Bay we ducked into Strandfontein 

Sewerage Works to witness the 

spectacle of hundreds of Greater 

Flamingo decked out across the settling 

ponds. Other waterbirds were also 

numerous and included good numbers 

of Cape Teal, Cape Shoveler, Southern 

Pochard, Yellow-billed Duck, Pied 

Avocet and Little Grebe, as well as a 

few Maccoa Duck, Glossy Ibis and 

Great White Pelican. Our final 

destination of this very full day was the 

Cape of Good Hope Nature Reserve 

that protects the mountains, coastline and fynbos at the southern tip of the rugged Cape Peninsula. Here 

we added Grey-backed Cisticola and marvelled at two very special mammals, the grand Eland and 

boldly-marked and endemic Bontebok, before returning to our comfortable and now familiar guest 

house where we enjoyed yet another fabulous meal.  

 

It was time to leave Cape Town and Table Mountain behind and make our way up north along the West 

Coast. Our focal point for the day was 

the West Coast National Park that 

protects the RAMSAR wetland site of 

Langebaan Lagoon, which attracts 

thousands of wintering shorebirds 

during the austral summer. West Coast 

always produces some epic birds and a 

few good mammals and today was no 

exception as we admired soaring Black 

Harriers, coveys of Grey-winged 

Francolin, Southern Black Korhaan, 

Common Ostrich, White-backed 

Mousebird, Rock Kestrel, Yellow and 

White-throated Canaries, Bar-throated 

Apalis and Karoo Scrub Robin. The 

lagoon also gave us many new birds in 

the form of four Lesser Flamingos in 

amongst the much more numerous 

Greater Flamingos, Little and Common 

Terns, Bar-tailed Godwit, Ruddy Turnstone, Eurasian Curlew and Red Knot along with species already 

seen so far such as Whimbrel, Common Greenshank, Sanderling, Little Stint and Curlew Sandpiper. 

Blue Crane near Ceres by Glen Valentine 

Caracal in West Coast National Park by Glen Valentine 
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Other wetland species included Cape Shoveler, Yellow-billed Duck, South African Shelduck, African 

Spoonbill, brilliant Malachite Kingfisher and Black Crake. However, the probable highlight of the day 

came in the late afternoon in the form of a Caracal that appeared in a gap in the vegetation near the 

edge of the road. We ground to a halt and backed up as quickly as possible, but this very rare and shy 

cat had already slunk away into the dense strandveld cover. However, we stuck around hoping it would 

reappear – and that it did! After a few minutes a little brown head with elongated ear tufts poked out 

from beneath the dense undergrowth to reveal itself again, providing excellent views of this extremely 

rarely seen feline. Absolutely fantastic! On an all-time high we departed West Coast and made our way 

east towards the town of Ceres, situated at the edge of the Cape Fold Mountains and the Karoo in a 

beautiful valley with sensationally scenic back-drops! This would be our base for the final two nights 

of the tour, from where we would make our way into the Karoo for our last full day’s birding. 

 

Heading out early the next morning, we arrived in 

Karoopoort soon after dawn and began our quest for the 

array of localized Karoo endemics. Namaqua Warbler 

proved unusually secretive and difficult to track down but 

we did eventually manage to obtain views of this habitat-

specific endemic. Further on we tracked down Karoo 

Eremomela (an incredible three separate groups being 

found during the day!), attractive Rufous-eared Warbler, 

Acacia Pied Barbet, Karoo and Large-billed Larks, Fairy 

Flycatcher, Pririt Batis, Pale Chanting Goshawk, 

Namaqua Sandgrouse, Karoo and Tractrac Chats, Spike-

heeled Lark and Chestnut-vented Warbler. Our return 

journey was punctuated by a stately pair of elegant Blue 

Crane, a fitting way to end another extremely memorable 

day in South Africa.  

 

Our final morning saw us heading up the nearby Gydo 

Pass for a last bit of birding. This outing proved most 

successful as we added four new birds to our mammoth 

bird list: a pair of Verreaux’s Eagle that soared close 

overhead, a vocal and responsive Victorin’s Warbler that 

can often be devilishly difficult to see, Fiscal Flycatcher 

and the rare and elusive Protea Canary. And with that our 

journey had come to an end and it was time to return to 

Cape Town International Airport and connect with our 

flights home. Thank you to everyone for making this yet 

another extremely enjoyable and memorable Rockjumper 

birding adventure around our home country of South 

Africa! 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 

 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). 2015. IOC World Bird List (v 5.1). 

Names in square brackets refer to the name given by the IOC, while names in round brackets refer to 

the alternative name for the species.  

Rufous-eared Warbler in the Tanqua Karoo 

by Glen Valentine 
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Total species recorded: 486 (475 seen and 11 heard only) 

 

E = South African Endemic, RE = Regional Endemic to Southern Africa, RNE = Regional Near- 

Endemic, BE = Breeding Endemic, (H) = Heard Only, (NP) = National Park, (GR) = Game Reserve 

 

 

Common Ostrich  Struthionidae 

[Common] Ostrich      Struthio camelus 

These iconic African birds were seen in Kruger NP, West Coast NP and in the Karoo. 

 

Swans, Geese & Ducks  Anatidae 

White-faced Whistling-Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

Seen almost daily during the eastern portion of the tour. 

White-backed Duck     Thalassornis leuconotus 

Small groups and individuals of this species were seen during the journey to Wakkerstroom and at 

Fickland Pan. 

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

Recorded at numerous wetlands during the tour. 

[Knob-billed] (Comb) Duck    Sarkidiornis melanotos 

Not commonly encountered on our route, we were pleased to see a few near Kgomo Kgomo, in Kruger 

NP and in Mkhuze GR. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiaca 

The most common anatid in South Africa, and frequently seen during the tour. 

South African Shelduck (RE)   Tadorna cana 

Seen at wetlands and lakes around Wakkerstroom and at West Coast NP. 

Cape Teal      Anas capensis 

Good numbers of these were seen at Strandfontein, on the Cape Peninsula. 

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulata 

Commonly recorded at various wetlands during the tour. 

Cape Shoveler (RE)     Anas smithii 

Seen at a few wetland sites, with peak numbers at Strandfontein. 

Red-billed Teal     Anas erythrorhyncha 

We saw this species at large wetlands around Wakkerstroom and in the Western Cape. 

Hottentot Teal     Anas hottentota 

Three birds seen in Mkhuze GR. 

Southern Pochard     Netta erythrophthalma 

Seen near Kgomo Kgomo, in the Wakkerstroom area and at Strandfontein. 

Maccoa Duck      Oxyura maccoa 

One male at Fickland Pan and another pair at Strandfontein. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl    Numida meleagris 

Recorded on many occasions during the tour. 

Crested Guineafowl     Guttera pucherani 

Small numbers were seen daily in the Mkhuze and St. Lucia areas. 
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Pheasants & Partridges  Phasianidae 

Grey-winged Francolin (E)    Scleroptila afra 

Excellent views of two coveys in West Coast NP. 

Red-winged Francolin    Scleroptila levaillantii 

Only heard in the distance near Wakkerstroom. 

Crested Francolin     Dendroperdix sephaena 

Seen near Kgomo Kgomo and again in Kruger and at False Bay. 

Cape Spurfowl (RE)     Pternistis capensis 

Common at a number of sites in the Cape, including West Coast NP. 

Natal Spurfowl (RNE)    Pternistis natalensis 

Seen commonly during the first five days of the tour. 

Swainson’s Spurfowl (RNE)   Pternistis swainsonii 

Also seen commonly during the first five days of the tour. 

(H) Common Quail      Coturnix coturnix 

We unfortunately only heard this species at Wakkerstroom. 

(H) Harlequin Quail      Coturnix delegorguei 

Heard on one occasion along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 

[African] (Jackass) Penguin (RE)   Spheniscus demersus 

Seen at Boulders and Stony Point colonies. 

 

Albatrosses  Diomedeidae 

Black-browed Albatross     Thalassarche melanophrys 

Relatively common during our pelagic trip. 

Shy Albatross       Thalassarche cauta 

Commonly seen during the pelagic. 

[Indian] Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche carteri 

One bird seen during our pelagic. 

 

Petrels & Shearwaters  Procellariidae 

White-chinned Petrel    Pterodroma aequinoctialis 

As always, one of the most common species on the pelagic trip. 

Cory's Shearwater     Calonectris borealis 

Fair numbers were seen on the pelagic. 

Sooty Shearwater     Puffinus griseus 

Several seen on the pelagic trip. 

Great Shearwater     Puffinus gravis 

A few individuals were seen at close quarters during our pelagic. 

 

Storm Petrels  Hydrobatidae 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel    Oceanites oceanicus 

Good numbers seen around the trawler that we encountered on our pelagic trip. 

European Storm Petrel    Hydrobates pelagicus 

Seeveral seen amongst Wilson’s around the trawler on the pelagic trip. 
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Grebes  Podicipedidae 

[Little Grebe] (Dabchick)    Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Encountered on several occasions 

Great Crested Grebe    Podiceps cristatus 

Only found at Fickland Pan near Wakkerstroom. 

[Black-necked] (Eared) Grebe   Podiceps nigricollis 

We recorded this species around Wakkerstroom and at Strandfontein. 

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 

Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

Large numbers were seen at Strandfontein and West Coast NP. A trip favourite! 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoenicopterus minor 

Four were seen amongst the previous species at Langebaan Lagoon. 

 

Storks  Ciconidae 

Yellow-billed Stork     Mycteria ibis 

Seen at Sunset Dam in Kruger and again at False Bay and at the St. Lucia Estuary. 

African Openbill     Anastomus lamelligerus 

One individual was found at Nsumo Pan in Mkhuze GR. 

Woolly-necked Stork    Ciconia episcopus 

We had great looks at this species in Kruger NP and in Zululand. 

White Stork      Ciconia ciconia 

Seen in Kruger, around Wakkerstroom and again in the Natal Midlands. 

Saddle-billed Stork     Epippiorhynchus senegalensis 

We had luck with this sought-after species during our time in Kruger with sightings on both of our full 

days there. 

Marabou Stork     Leptoptilos crumenifer 

A few were seen in Kruger. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 

[African] Sacred Ibis    Threskiornis aethiopicus 

A commonly encountered wetland bird during the tour, especially in the Western Cape. 

Southern Bald Ibis (E)      Geronticus calvus 

This unique endemic was seen well around Wakkerstroom and in Lesotho. 

Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

Another tour favourite! We encountered this species on every day of the tour. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

Seen en route to Kruger, in Zululand and again in the south-western Cape. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

Seen in Kruger and, at Mkhuze GR and in West Coast NP. 

 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 

Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutus 

We were thrilled to see three of these seldom-seen herons at Wakkerstroom. 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nyctocorax nyctocorax 

Two seen at a pan along the Zaagkuildrift Road. 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 
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Seen en route to Kruger, in Kruger and at Mkhuze GR. 

[Western] Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

Regularly recorded on the trip. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

Seen on numerous occasions during the tour. 

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

As with the previous species, seen quite regularly during the tour, though typically in drier habitats. 

Goliath Heron     Ardea goliath 

This, the largest of all the world's herons, was encountered on two occasions in Kruger and again in the 

Cape Vidal section of the Isimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

Regularly encountered throughout. 

Great Egret       Ardea alba 

Seen at various wetlands. 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

One seen at Mkhuze GR. 

Black Heron      Egretta ardesiaca 

One seen along the Zaagkuildrift Road. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Singletons were found at scattered localities. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 

Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 

This distinctive species was a regular sight in Kruger NP, around Wakkerstroom and at Mkhuze.  

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

This huge species was seen at Mkhuze, False Bay and at Strandfontein. 

Pink-backed Pelican     Pelecanus rufescens 

Good views of nesting birds in Mkhuze and seen again at False Bay. 

 

Gannets  Sulidae 

Cape Gannet (BE)     Morus capensis 

Good sightings were had during our Cape pelagic trip. 

 

Cormorants & Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 

[Reed] (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax africanus 

A common wetland bird, seen on most days of the tour. 

Crowned Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax coronatus 

One bird was seen well at Boulders penguin colony. 

Bank Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax neglectus 

Fabulous views were had of several nesting birds at Stony Point penguin colony. 

[White-breasted] (Great) Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Widespread, and seen in both freshwater and marine situations. 

Cape Cormorant (BE)    Leucocarbo capensis 

This was the common salt water cormorant around the Cape. 
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Anhingas & Darters  Anhingidae 

African Darter     Anhinga rufa 

Seen on seven separate dates. 

 

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae 

Secretarybird      Sagittarius serpentarius 

We were very fortunate to have seen this species striding through the grasslands near Wakkerstroom 

and to have had one on a nest in the same general area. 

 

Ospreys  Pandionidae 

[Western] Osprey     Pandion heliatus 

One seen in Kruger with further sightings in Maputaland. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 

Black-[winged] (shouldered) Kite   Elanus caeruleus 

This striking raptor was seen on many occasions from the roadside. 

[Bearded Vulture] (Lammergeier)   Gypaetus barbatus 

An ancredible six birds that included adults and juveniles were seen during our Sani Pass trip. 

European Honey Buzzard    Pernis apivorus 

A lucky sighting! One was seen soaring over Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Hooded Vulture     Necrosyrtes monachus 

One seen in Kruger. 

White-backed Vulture    Gyps africanus 

Good numbers were seen in Kruger NP, while further sightings came from Mkhuze. 

Cape Vulture (E)     Gyps coprotheres 

This threatened endemic was seen during our Sani Pass trip. 

White-headed Vulture    Trigonoceps occipitalis 

An uncommon vulture, we saw one in Kruger. 

Lappet-faced Vulture    Torgos tracheliotos 

One of these large vultures was seen in Kruger. 

Brown Snake Eagle     Circaetus cinereus 

Encountered daily in Kruger NP. 

Bateleur      Terathopius ecaudatus 

This very distinctive raptor was seen well in Mkhuze and in Kruger NP. 

Crowned (Hawk-) Eagle    Stephanoaetus coronatus 

One of these magnificent eagles was seen perched in Mkhuze GR and another pair was seen perched at 

close range for an extended period in the Karkloof.  

Martial Eagle      Polemaetus bellicosus 

This, Africa’s largest eagle, was seen on two occasions in Kruger. 

Long-crested Eagle     Lophaetus occipitalis 

A very distinctive raptor, which was seen on a few occasions in Kwa-zulu Natal.  

Lesser Spotted Eagle     Aquila pomarina 

Three birds were encountered during our time in Kruger. 

Wahlberg's Eagle     Aquila wahlbergi 

One of these eagles was seen in Kruger. 

Booted Eagle      Hieraaetus pennatus 
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Our first sighting was in the Natal Midlands and thereafter we enjoyed good and regular sightings in 

the Cape. 

Tawny Eagle      Aquila rapax 

Seen daily in Kruger and again in Mkhuze GR. 

Verreaux’s Eagle     Aquila verreauxii 

We were fortunate to have seen a pair of these regal eagles in flight over Gydo Pass near Ceres. 

Pale Chanting Goshawk (RNE)   Melierax canorus 

With it's striking wing flashes and long legs, this raptor is distinctive from quite a distance. We saw 

numerous individuals during our drive through the Karoo. 

African Goshawk     Accipiter tachiro 

A singleton was seen briefly in flight through Skukuza camp in Kruger. 

Shikra       Accipiter badius 

One seen biefly in flight along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 

Two seen at Wakkerstroom and another sighted in West Coast NP. 

Black Harrier (RE)     Circus maurus 

This striking and rare raptor was seen well perched and in flight on a few occasions during our day in 

West Coast NP. 

Montagu's Harrier      Circus pygargus 

A pair was seen well in flight north of Lower Sabie in Kruger. 

[Yellow-billed] (Black) Kite    Milvus aegyptius 

Seen almost every day. 

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

A handsome eagle that was seen on most days in the east of the country. 

[Common] (Steppe) Buzzard   Buteo buteo 

Seen on many occasions, often at the roadside in both the east and west of the country. 

Jackal Buzzard (RE)     Buteo rufofuscus 

This very handsome endemic was seen in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands and throughout the Western 

Cape. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 

[Denham’s] (Stanley’s) Bustard   Neotis denhami 

One of these large bustards was seen in the distance at Wakkerstroom. 

White-bellied Bustard (Barrow’s Korhaan) (E if split) Eupodotis barrowii 

First seen in the distance near Wakkerstroom and then again near Dirkiesdorp en route to Hluhluwe. 

Blue Korhaan (E)     Eupodotis caerulescens 

A handsome endemic bustard that was seen well on two occasions at Wakkerstroom. 

[Southern Black Korhaan] (Black Bustard) (E) Afrotis afra 

This endemic was seen well in West Coast NP. 

[Northern Black Korhaan] (White-quilled Bustard) (NE)Afrotis afraoides 

One bird showed well in the scope as it stood up and called on top of a termite mound at the start of the 

Zaagkuildrift road. 

Black-bellied [Bustard] (Korhaan)   Lissotis melanogaster 

Two gorgeous males were seen doing their strange calls at close range in Kruger. 

 

Flufftails  Sarothruridae 

(H) Red-chested Flufftail     Sarothrura rufa 
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An ultra-secretive species that was only heard from dense reedbeds at Wakkerstroom. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 

Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra 

Two of these striking crakes were seen in Kruger and another was seen in West Coast NP. 

[African] (Purple) Swamphen   Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Commonly encountered at wetlands in and around Wakkerstroom. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

Seen at most waterbodies. 

Lesser Moorhen     Gallinula angulata 

A nice bonus bird! We had three birds in flight at the Kgomo Kgomo floodplain. 

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Abundant throughout! 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 

Grey Crowned Crane    Balearica regulorum 

Small numbers were seen around Wakkerstroom and singletons were encountered in the Natal 

Midlands. 

Blue Crane (RE)     Grus paradisea 

A few of these elegant birds were encountered around Wakkerstroom with higher numbers found near 

Ceres in the Cape. 

Wattled Crane      Grus carunculata 

A pair of these locally endangered cranes was found in the Karkloof. Fantastic! 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 

Water [Thick-knee] (Dikkop)   Burhinus vermiculatus 

We had a handful of encounters with this species with our first being in Kruger. 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopididae 
[African] (Black) Oystercatcher (E)  Haematopus moquini 

Fair numbers seen in the Cape. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

Seen at Mkhuze and in the Cape. 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

Seen distantly at Mkhuze and then much closer at Strandfontein. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 

Blacksmith Lapwing     Vanellus armatus 

A commonly encountered wetland inhabitant, throughout both legs of the tour. 

White-crowned Lapwing    Vanellus albiceps 

One bird was seen on the Sabie River in Kruger. 

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 

Recorded daily at scattered open-country sites throughout the first week of the tour. 

African Wattled Lapwing    Vanellus senegallus 
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Good views were had along the Zaagkuildrift road and at Wakkerstroom. 

[Grey] (Black-bellied) Plover   Pluvialis squatarola 

Two seen at St. Lucia with large numbers later on at West Coast NP. 

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula 

Seen around St. Lucia and again at West Coast NP. 

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

First seen at Kgomo Kgomo and then again at West Coast NP. 

Three-banded Plover    Charadrius tricollaris 

Seen at Kgomo Kgomo, in Kruger and around Wakkerstroom. A smart wader! 

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus 

Small numbers seen at St. Lucia and in West Coast NP. 

Greater Sand Plover     Charadrius leschenaultii 

One bird was scoped at the St. Lucia Estuary. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 

African Jacana     Actophilornis africanus 

The famous “lily-trotter” was first seen at Kgomo Kgomo and then on a number of occasions in Kruger 

and during our time in Zululand. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 

[African] (Ethiopian) Snipe    Gallinago nigripennis 

One bird seen in flight near the Wakkerstroom wetland. 

Bar-tailed Godwit     Limosa lapponica 

Good views were had of several birds in West Coast NP. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

Seen at St. Lucia and again at West Coast NP. 

Eurasian Curlew     Numenius arquata 

A few birds were found at West Coast NP. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

Seen in Kruger, at St. Lucia and again at West Coast NP. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

Seen on the first five days of the trip and then again at St. Lucia. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

A few were recorded in Kruger and at St. Lucia. 

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

A small number of these were seen in West Coast NP. 

Red Knot      Caladris canutus 

A few were found at West Coast NP. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

Several seen at St. Lucia with more at West Coast NP. 

Little Stint      Calidris minuta 

This bird was seen at the St. Lucia estuary and in the West Coast NP. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

A few around St. Lucia and heaps at West Coast NP. 

Ruff       Philomachus pugnax 

One seen in the distance at Mkhuze. 
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Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 

[Collared] (Red-winged) Pratincole  Glareola pratincola 

Excellent views were had of a large flock in the Cape Vidal section of the Isimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Black-winged Pratincole    Glareola nordmanni 

Good views of several in flight at Kgomo Kgomo with another singleton in flight near Wakkerstroom. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 

Sabine's Gull      Xema sabini 

A pelagic gull, seen only during our boat trip out from Simonstown. 

Grey-hooded Gull     Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

Seen at a pan en route to Wakkerstroom and again at St. Lucia. 

Hartlaub’s Gull (RE)    Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

Common around the Cape Peninsula. 

Kelp Gull (NE)     Larus dominicanus 

Large numbers were seen around the Cape Peninsula. 

Caspian Tern      Sterna caspia 

A few of this, the world’s largest tern, were seen around St Lucia and in the Cape. 

Greater Crested Tern    Sterna bergii 

Seen in the Cape. 

Sandwich Tern     Sterna sandvicensis 

Commonly encountered around the Cape Peninsula. 

Little Tern      Sterna hirundo 

Three seen well at West Coast NP. 

Common Tern     Sterna hirundo 

Large numbers seen at West Coast NP. 

Arctic Tern      Sterna paradisaea 

Several seen on the pelagic trip. 

Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias hybrida 

Seen almost daily during the first week of the trip. 

White-winged Tern     Chlidonias leucopterus 

Two seen in flight en route to Kruger. 

 

Skuas  Stercorariidae 

Brown Skua      Stercorarius antarcticus 

A few encountered on the pelagic trip. 

Pomarine [Skua] (Jaeger)    Stercorarius pomarinus 

One sighted on our pelagic trip. 

[Parasitic Jaeger] (Arctic Skua)   Stercorarius parasiticus 

One seen harassing terns during our pelagic outing. 

 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclididae 

Namaqua Sandgrouse (RNE)   Pterocles namaqua 

Good views were had of this species on the ground in the Karoo. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 

Rock [Dove] (Pigeon)    Columba livia 

A common bird seen in the vicinity of human settlements throughout South Africa. 
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[Speckled] (Rock) Pigeon    Columba guinea 

Seen on a number of occasions throughout. 

[African Olive] (Rameron) Pigeon   Columba arquatrix 

One was seen in the road in the Karkloof. 

[Eastern Bronze-naped] (Delegorgue’s) Pigeon Columba delegorguei 

At least five of these scarce and seldom-seen forest pigeons were found at Dlinza. 

[Lemon] (Cinnamon) Dove    Columba larvata 

Good views of this secretive ground dove were had in the Karkloof. 

(African) Mourning [Collared] Dove  Streptopelia decipiens 

Seen in the Satara area of Kruger. 

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

Commonly recorded on the tour. 

[Ring-necked] (Cape Turtle) Dove    Streptopelia capicola 

Seen on most days during the first half of the tour and around Cape Town. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

Another commonly encountered dove, though only seen in the east. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove   Turtur chalcospilos 

Several birds were seen by the roadside in Kruger NP, while good numbers were seen drinking at the 

kuMasinga waterhole at Mkhuze. 

Tambourine Dove     Turtur tympanistria 

Brief flight views were had of an adult in False Bay, while good perched were achieved of a juvenile at 

the same sight. 

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

First seen briefly along the Zaagkuilsdrift road and later we enjoyed excellent close views in Kruger. 

African Green Pigeon    Treron calvus 

Excellent views were had of these beauties in Kruger with another sighting in Mkhuze GR. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 

Livingstone’s Turaco    Tauraco livingstonii 

Several of these stunners were seen in the St. Lucia area. 

(H) Knysna Turaco (E)    Tauraco corythaix 

Unfortunately and rather strangely just heard this trip in the Karkloof and at Marutswa. 

Purple-crested Turaco    Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Superb views were enjoyed in Mkhuze, at St. Lucia and at Dlinza. 

Grey Go-away-bird     Corythaixoides concolor 

Common in Kruger NP and also seen along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 

[Burchell’s] (White-browed) Coucal  Centropus superciliosus 

First seen along the Zaagkuildrift road and then near Hluhluwe and in the Isimangaliso Wetland Park. 

[Green Malkoha] (Yellowbill)   Ceuthmochares australis 

A pair showed reasonably well at False Bay. 

Great Spotted Cuckoo    Clamator glandarius 

Brief views were had of two separate birds in Kruger. A rather scarce cuckoo! 

[Levaillant's] (Striped) Cuckoo   Clamator levaillantii 

Good views of two along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

[Jacobin] (Pied) Cuckoo    Clamator jacobinus 
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Seen on two days in Kruger. 

[Diederik] (Dideric) Cuckoo   Chrysococcyx caprius 

Heard almost daily in the east and also seen well on a few occasions. 

Klaas's Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx klaas 

Heard on a few occasions and seen well in the Isimangaliso Park. 

African Emerald Cuckoo    Chrysococcyx cupreus 

Superb views were had in the Karkloof. 

Black Cuckoo      Cuculus clamosus 

Good perched views were had of a single bird at Dlinza. 

Red-chested Cuckoo     Cuculus solitarius 

Heard on many occasions and seen perched in Kruger. 

African Cuckoo     Cuculus gularis 

At least one bird identified in Kruger with many more suspects. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 

African Scops Owl     Otus senegalensis 

These very endearing little birds were seen on the day roost in Satara camp in Kruger.  

Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

Excellent views of one on our Kruger night drive. 

[Verreaux's] (Giant) Eagle-Owl   Bubo lacteus 

Also seen brilliantly on our Kruger night drive. 

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Fiery-necked Nightjar    Caprimulgus pectoralis 

This species was seen perched on one occasion during our Kruger night drive. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 

African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 

Fairly commonly sighted throughout the east of the country. 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

Seen in Kruger and at Wakkerstroom and then again in large numbers during our Sani Pass trip.  

Common Swift     Apus apus 

One bird was seen well on our first day along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

African [Black] Swift    Apus barbatus 

A flock was seen in Kruger and then many more were seen very well on our way up Sani Pass. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

Seen almost daily in the east. 

Horus Swift      Apus horus 

One seen well at Wakkerstroom and another seen briefly on our way up Sani Pass. 

White-rumped Swift     Apus caffer 

Large numbers seen throughout. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 

Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

Commonly seen throughout. 

White-backed Mousebird (RNE)   Colius colius 
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Small groups of these birds were seen in West Coast NP with another sighting in the Karoo. 

Red-faced Mousebird    Urocolius indicus 

Seen almost daily in the east. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 

Narina Trogon     Apaloderma narina 

Good but rather brief views were initially had at False Bay and then a juvenile female perched in the 

open and at close range for ages in Dlinza forest. Another male was later seen in the Karkloof. Many 

more heard. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 

Purple Roller      Coracias naevius 

Two seen along the Zaagkuildrift road and another one was seen in Kruger. 

Lilac-breasted Roller    Coracias caudatus 

This stunner was regularly seen in Kruger NP. 

European Roller     Coracias garrulus 

Commonly seen throughout Kruger and a few were also found in Zululand. 

Broad-billed Roller     Eurystomus glaucurus 

Small numbers were found at the edge of Nsumo Pan in Mkhuze GR. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris  

Recorded on three dates in the east. 

Woodland Kingfisher    Halcyon senegalensis 

This species, with its call so characteristic of Summer in Kruger, was a common sight and sound 

throughout the moist savannah of the north and east of the country. 

African Pygmy Kingfisher    Ispidina picta 

Brief flight views were had of a single bird in the Isimangaliso Park. 

Malachite Kingfisher    Corythornis cristatus 

Excellent close views were had of this species in West Coast NP. 

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

This massive kingfisher was sighted on four occasions in the east. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

Seen on almost every day in the east. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 

Little Bee-eater     Merops pusillus 

Seen in Kruger and again near Hluhluwe. 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater    Merops persicus 

First seen at Kgomo Kgomo and again on many occasions in the St. Lucia area. 

European Bee-eater     Merops apiaster 

Commonly seen in Kruger and also sighted in Mkhuze GR. 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater   Merops nubicoides 

Sensational, close views were had of around a dozen of these beauties in Kruger. What an incredible 

bird! 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
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[African] (Eurasian) Hoopoe   Upupa africana 

Seen once in Kruger and again in Zululand. 
 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae 

[Green] (Red-billed) Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus  

Small, noisy groups were seen along the Zaagkuildrift road, in Kruger and at Mkhuze. 

Common Scimitarbill    Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

Singletons and pairs were seen on a few occasions in Kruger and at Mkhuze. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 

Crowned Hornbill     Tockus alboterminatus 

Two seen briefly in flight from the restaurant at Skukuza with further regular sightings along the east 

coast. 

African Grey Hornbill     Tockus nasutus 

Seen regularly along the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger. 

[Southern] Red-billed Hornbill    Tockus rufirostris 

Seen regularly along the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (RNE)  Tockus leucomelas 

Seen regularly along the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger. 

Trumpeter Hornbill     Bycanistes bucinator 

One seen in Kruger and then seen daily in Maputaland. 

 

Ground Hornbills  Bucorvidae 

Southern Ground Hornbill    Bucorvis leadbeateri 

Two separate sightings of these outrageous birds were had in Kruger. 

 

Barbets  Ramphastidae 

White-eared Barbet     Stactolaema leucotis 

Fairly commonly encountered in the St. Lucia area. 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus bilineatus 

Good views were had of several birds in the St. Lucia area. 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus pusillus 

One was seen nicely at the entrance to False Bay. 

[Acacia] Pied Barbet (RNE)    Tricholaema leucomelas 

After brief views in West Coast NP we all caught up with this species in the Karoo.  

   

Black-collared Barbet    Lybius torquatus 

Seen on most days in the east. 

Crested Barbet     Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This colorful species was seen well in Kruger. 

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 

[Brown-backed Honeybird] (Wahlberg’s Honeyguide) Prodotiscus regulus 

One bird was seen briefly in flight near Hluhluwe. 

Lesser Honeyguide     Indicator minor 

Good views of one at St. Lucia. 

Scaly-throated Honeyguide     Indicator variegatus 
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This rather elusive species was seen briefly perched and in flight in Dlinza Forest. 

 

Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 

Red-throated Wryneck    Jynx ruficollis 

Seen on two occasions during our Sani Pass trip. 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker    Campethera abingoni 

Seen in Kruger, Mkhuze and at St. Lucia. 

Ground Woodpecker (E)    Geocolaptes olivaceus 

Superb views were had of this species on several occasions during our Sani Pass adventure. 

Cardinal Woodpecker    Dendropicos fuscescens 

Sightings were had in Kruger and Mkhuze. 

Bearded Woodpecker    Dendropicos namaquus 

This impressive woodpecker was seen in Kruger and in Mkhuze GR. 

Olive Woodpecker     Dendropicos griseocephalus 

A pair of these forest woodpeckers was seen in the Karkloof. 

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 

Lesser Kestrel     Falco naumanni 

A small flock of six birds was seen north of Lower Sabie in Kruger. 

[Rock] (Eurasian/Common) Kestrel  Falco rupicolus 

One seen in Lesotho and then commonly found in the Cape. 

[Red-footed Falcon] (Western Red-footed KestrelFalco vespertinus 

After scouring through the hordes of Amur Falcons we finally picked out a smart female Red-footed, 

which perched up nicely on a fence next to the road for us to admire. A very good species for this trip! 

[Amur Falcon] (Eastern Red-footed Kestrel) Falco amurensis 

Huge numbers of this Palearctic migrant were encountered throughout most of the east of the country. 

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

One bird was seen briefly in flight in Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 

[Cape] (Brown-necked) Parrot   Poicephalus robustus 

This endangered species showed very well at Marutswa Forest. 

Brown-headed Parrot    Poicephalus crytpoxanthus 

Two birds flew overhead calling and then perched up for us in Kruger. 

 

Broadbills  African Broadbill 
African Broadbill     Smithornis capensis 

Unfortunately this seldom-seen species was only heard in the distance in the False Bay section of the 

Isimangaliso Wetland Park. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 

Cape Batis (RE)     Batis capensis 

This attractive species was seen well at Dlinza and in the Karkloof.  

Woodward’s Batis (RNE)    Batis fratrum 

Good views were had at False Bay and at St. Lucia. 

Chinspot Batis     Batis molitor 
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Pairs were seen on 5 dates in the east. 

Pririt Batis (RNE)     Batis pririt 

This smart Karoo endemic was seen well in the Tanqua Karoo. 

Black-throated Wattle-eye     Platysteira peltata 

After quite a bit of trying we finally found a showy pair at St. Lucia. 

 

Helmetshrikes  Prionopidae 

White[-crested] Helmetshrike   Prionops plumatus 

A nervous flock was seen in Kruger and then a more cooperative group was encountered at Mkhuze. 

 

Bushshrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 

(H) Olive Bushshrike    Chlorophoneus olivaceus 

Only heard on one occasion at St. Lucia. 

[Orange] (Sulphur)-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

A pair of these colourful birds was seen in Kruger and another one popped up near Hluhluwe.  

[Four-colored] (Gorgeous) Bushshrike   Chlorophoneus quadricolor 

After only obtaining brief views of this skulker in Mkhuze we were rewarded with much better views 

of one at False Bay. 

Bokmakierie (RNE)     Telophorus zeylonus 

First seen at Wakkerstroom we enjoyed many sightings thereafter up Sani Pass and in the Cape.  

Brown-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra australis 

This skulking shrike was seen well in Kruger. 

Black-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra senegalus 

One sighting was had of this songster in Kruger. 

Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla 

Seen almost every day in the east with several displaying males on show. 

Southern Boubou (RE)    Laniarius ferrugineus 

After hearing this species almost daily we finally obtained views of one in the Karkloof.  

Crimson-breasted [Shrike] (Gonolek) (RNE) Laniarius atrococcineus 

This stunner was seen on a few occasions along the Zaagkuildrift road.    

Brubru      Nilaus afer 

Pairs were seen along the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger. 
 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 

Black Cuckooshirke     Campephaga flava 

A female of this species was seen at Mkhuze GR. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 

[Magpie] (Long-tailed) Shrike   Urolestes melanoleucus 

Seen in large numbers in the north South African bushveld. 

Southern White-crowned Shrike   Eurocephalus anguitimens 

A flock was encountered along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

Red-backed Shrike     Lanius collurio 

Commonly encountered during the first week of the eastern leg of the tour. 

Lesser Grey Shrike     Lanius minor 

We bumped into this species along the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger. 

[Southern] (Common) Fiscal   Lanius collaris 
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Seen on many days of the tour. 
 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 

(African) Black-headed Oriole   Oriolus larvatus 

Two birds were seen in Kruger and then better views were had in the Karkloof. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 

Square-tailed Drongo    Dicrurus ludwigii 

This forest species was seen well in St. Lucia and Mkhuze. 

Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

A widespread woodland and savanna species, seen at scattered sites throughout the eastern part of 

country. 
 

Monarch Flycatchers  Monarchidae 

[Blue-mantled] (African) Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 

A pair of these birds was seen flitting about in the undergrowth at St. Lucia. 

African Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone viridis 

Both males and females were seen in forest and savannah in the east of the country. 

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 

[Cape] (Black) Crow     Corvus capensis 

Fairly common at higher elevation grassland sites, including Wakkerstroom and Lesotho. 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

A common and frequently encountered species during the tour, particularly in the west. 

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

Recorded around Sani Pass and at most sites in the Western Cape. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 

Cape Rockjumper (E)    Chaetops frenatus 

Good scope views were obtained of a family group in the Rooiels area of the SW Cape.  

[Drakensberg] (Orange-breasted) Rockjumper (E)Chaetops aurantius 

Our Sani Pass adventure yielded lovely sightings of this beauty. Certainly easier to see than its Cape 

counterpart! 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 

Fairy Flycatcher (RE)    Stenostira scita 

This tiny avian (supposedly South Africa’s lightest bird!) was seen on our day trip to Lesotho and again 

in the Karoo. 

 

Tits  Paridae 

Southern Black Tit     Parus niger 

Seen daily in Kruger and Maputaland. 

 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 

Cape Penduline Tit (RNE)    Anthoscopus minutus 

Flight views were had of four birds in the Karoo. 
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Nicators  Nicatoridae 

[Eastern] (Yellow-spotted) Nicator   Nicator gularis 

Good views were had of a particularly vociferous individual at our lodge near Mkhuze. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 

Rufous-naped Lark     Mirafra africana 

Seen well at the start of the Zaagkuildrift road and heard a few times thereafter. 

Flappet Lark      Mirafra rufocinnamomea 

Unfortunately just heard high up in the sky north of Lower Sabie in Kruger. 

[Eastern] Clapper Lark (RNE)   Mirafra fasciolata 

Flight views were had of this distinctive lark at Wakkerstroom. 

Rudd's Lark (E)     Heteromirafra ruddi 

We successfully tracked down this endangered species in Wakkerstroom where we enjoyed good, close 

views of two separate birds. 

Sabota Lark (RNE)     Mirafra sabota 

Seen on three occasions in savannah in the north and east of the country. 

Karoo Lark (E)     Certhilauda albescens 

Brief views of one in West Coast NP and good views of two birds in the Karoo. 

Eastern Long-billed Lark (E)   Certhilauda semitorquata 

Excellent scope views of this localized species at Wakkerstroom. 

Spike-heeled Lark (RNE)    Chersomanes albofasciata 

Another distinctive lark, seen at Wakkerstroom and in the Karoo. 

Red-capped Lark     Calandrella cinerea 

Good views of several birds at Wakkerstroom and in the Karoo. 

Botha’s Lark (E)     Spizocorys fringillaris 

Sometimes a tricky bird to find and see but we enjoyed close and prolonged views of this ultra-

localized species at Wakkerstroom. 

Large-billed Lark (E)    Galerida magnirostris 

Brief views of two in Lesotho with better views of another in the Karoo. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 

Cape Bulbul (E)     Pycnonotus capensis 

Seen daily in the Western Cape. 

[Dark-capped] (Common) Bulbul   Pycnonotus tricolor 

Seen daily during the eastern portion of the tour. 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

Commonly heard and seen in Zululand and the Cape. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul    Chlorocichla flaviventris 

This species showed itself a few times in Mkhuze and around St. Lucia. 

Terrestrial Brownbul     Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Good views of one in Mantuma Camp, Mkhuze. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

Surprisingly we only saw this species for the first time at Marutswa Forest. Also seen again in the 

Cape. 
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[Brown-throated] (Plain) Martin   Riparia paludicola 

Seen around Wakkerstroom and through most of Natal. 

Banded Martin     Riparia cincta 

Good views at Wakkerstroom and again on our way up Sani Pass. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica 

Seen on every single day of the tour! 

White-throated Swallow    Hirundo albigularis 

This attractive species was seen occasionally throughout. 

Wire-tailed Swallow     Hirundo smithii 

Good views in Kruger. 

Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Seen on our Sani Pass trip and in the Cape. 

Common House Martin    Delichon urbicum 

A surprising find when we encountered one on our drive up Sani Pass. 

Greater Striped Swallow (BE)   Cecropis cucullata 

Seen on many occasions through the tour, mostly over higher altitude grasslands. 

Lesser Striped Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

This lowland savannah species showed well throughout the eastern lowlands and proved to be a real 

favourite. 

Red-breasted Swallow    Cecropis semirufa 

Several sightings were had in Kruger and Maputaland. 

Mosque Swallow     Cecropis senegalensis 

Three birds were found near Satara in Kruger. 

South African Cliff Swallow (BE)   Petrochelidon spilodera 

This range-restricted species was seen around Wakkerstroom. 

 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 

Cape Grassbird (RE)    Sphenoeacus afer 

An attractive species that was seen at Wakkerstroom, up Sani Pass and in the Cape. 

[Long-billed] (Cape) Crombec   Sylvietta rufescens 

Initially seen in Kruger, we also had sightings in Mkhuze, West Coast NP and on Gydo Pass. 

Victorin’s Warbler (E)    Cryptillas victorini 

This arch-skulker was finally heard and then seen briefly on a few occasions near Ceres. 

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 

Willow Warbler     Phylloscopus trochilus 

Amazingly only seen in Kruger and Mkhuze. This season appeared to be particularly poor for migrant 

warblers! 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 

[Lesser Swamp] (Cape Reed) Warbler  Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

Seen on a few occasions in reedbeds in the east and west. 

African [Reed] (Marsh) Warbler   Acrocephalus baeticatus 

Good views of this species at Wakkerstroom. Another popped up briefly in the Karoo. 

(European) Marsh Warbler    Acrocephalus palustris 

Brief views of one in Satara Camp in Kruger. 

[African] (Dark-capped) Yellow Warbler  Chloropeta natalensis 
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Excellent views of this attractive warbler at Wakkerstroom and near Himeville. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 

[Little Rush] (African Sedge) Warbler  Bradypterus baboecala 

This skulking inhabitant of dense reeds was only seen in Wakkerstroom. 

Barratt’s Warbler (RNE)    Bradypterus barratti 

Incredibly good views were enjoyed of this often tough-to-see species on our way up Sani Pass. 

[Fan-tailed Grassbird] (Broad-tailed Warbler) Schoenicola brevirostris 

Fabulous views were had of a singing and displaying bird on our way up the Karkloof. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 

Red-faced Cisticola     Cisticola erythrops 

One was seen in Kruger. 

Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chiniana 

One of the most common species in eastern SA. 

Grey-backed Cisticola (RNE)   Cisticola subruficapilla 

Encountered virtually daily in the Western Cape. 

Wailing Cisticola     Cisticola lais 

One seen at Wakkerstroom with many more on our Sani Pass trip. 

Levaillant’s Cisticola    Cisticola tinniens 

Seen at Wakkerstroom and in the Natal Midlands. 

Croaking Cisticola     Cisticola natalensis 

This large cisticola was seen near Hluhluwe and in the Isimangaliso Wetland Park. 

[Neddicky] (Piping Cisticola)   Cisticola fulvicapilla 

Only seen once on our first day along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

[Zitting] (Fan-tailed) Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis 

Seen and heard commonly in grasslands in the east. 

Desert Cisticola     Cisticola aridulus 

Another tiny cisticola, seen at the start of the Zaagkuildrift road. 

Cloud Cisticola     Cisticola textrix 

Heard on many occasions way up in the sky at Wakkerstroom and seen on one occasion.  

Pale-crowned Cisticola    Cisticola cinnamomeus 

Good views were had of this species on a fence near Wakkerstroom and also heard throughout the area. 

[Wing-snapping] (Ayre’s) Cisticola (RE)  Cisticola ayresii 

Heard commonly around Wakkers and also seen on one occasion displaying way up in the sky in a 

similar fashion to Cloud Cisticola. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia    Prinia subflava 

Several seen in Kruger and near Hluhluwe. 

Black-chested Prinia (RNE)    Prinia flavicans 

We found this species along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

Karoo Prinia (RE)     Prinia maculosa 

First seen in Lesotho and thereafter abundant in the Cape. 

Drakensberg Prinia (E)    Prinia hypoxantha 

First seen at Wakkerstroom and then again on our way up Sani Pass. 

Namaqua [Warbler] (Prinia) (RE)   Phragmacia substriata 

Surprisingly challenging to see this trip but we did eventually manage to lay eyes on this endemic.  

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 
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Good views had in the Karkloof and then again in West Coast NP. 

Rudd’s Apalis (RE)     Apalis ruddi 

Excellent views were had on a few occasions in Zululand. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis    Apalis flavida 

These tiny beauties were seen at Mkhuze and again in the St. Lucia area. 

Rufous-eared Warbler    Malcorus pectoralis 

We were treated to wonderful views of this striking species in the Karoo. 

Green-backed Camaroptera    Camaroptera brachyura 

Heard commonly and seen on a few occasions with particularly good views at Mkhuze. 

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler    Calamonastes stierlingi 

A scarce species that we managed to see well south of Skukuza in Kruger. 

(H) Cinnamon-breasted Warbler (RE)  Euryptila subcinnamomea 

Unfortunately this tricky species was only heard at Skitterykloof in the Tanqua Karoo. 

[Karoo] (Yellow-rumped) Eremomela (RE) Eremomela gregalis 

We had amazing luck with this often-tricky species with three separate sightings in the Tanqua Karoo. 

Burnt-neck[ed] Eremomela    Eremomela usticollis 

A singleton flitted around us near Satara in Kruger. 

 

Babblers & Parrotbills  Timaliidae 

Arrow-marked Babbler    Turdoides jardineii 

This noisy species was seen every day for the first five days. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylviidae 

Bush Blackcap (E)     Lioptilus nigricapillus 

Sani Pass produced a wonderful individual that showed well for all! 

Chestnut-vented [Warbler] (Tit-Babbler) (RNE) Sylvia subcaerulea 

First seen along the Zaagkuildrift road and then again in West Coast NP. 

Layard’s [Warbler] (Tit-Babbler) (RE)  Sylvia layardi 

This sneaky species finally showed well in Lesotho. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Cape White-eye (RE)    Zosterops capensis 

Recorded at scattered locales throughout the tour. 

African Yellow White-eye      Zosterops senegalensis 

Two birds popped up rather briefly at False Bay. 

 

Sugarbirds & Allies  Promeropidae 

Cape Sugarbird (E)     Promerops cafer 

This lovely endemic was seen on regular occasions in the Western Cape. 

Gurney's Sugarbird (RE)    Promerops gurneyi 

A highlight of our day up the Sani Pass was seeing this species so well. Always a popular endemic! 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 

Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

This invasive exotic was unfortunately seen on a number of occasions in urban and semi-urban settings 

during the eastern portion of our tour. 

[Common] (European) Starling   Sturnus vulgaris 
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This, also an alien, was seen in large numbers in the Western Cape and around Wakkerstroom.  

Wattled Starling     Creatophora cinerea 

This nomadic species was seen daily in Kruger NP and again near Himeville. 

Black-bellied (Glossy-) Starling   Lamprotornis corruscus 

Found in coastal forest and moist woodland in Zululand. 

Cape (Glossy-) Starling (RNE)   Lamprotornis nitens 

Seen regularly during the first week of the tour. 

Greater Blue-eared Starling    Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

An almost consistent companion at daytime meals in Kruger NP, these birds have become very 

accustomed to people (and thieving scraps) and are therefore very easy to examine closely, as we did! 

Burchell’s Starling     Lamprotornis australis 

Seen daily over the first five days. 

Pied Starling (E)     Spreo bicolor 

We saw this species at Wakkerstroom, in the Natal Midlands and in the Western Cape. 

Violet-backed Starling    Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

These stunners were sighted regularly in Kruger and in Zululand. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

Commonly seen in the Natal Midlands and in the Cape. 

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 

Red-billed Oxpecker     Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Seen in association with large game in Kruger NP and Mkhuze. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 

Orange Ground Thrush    Zoothera gurneyi 

Superb views enjoyed of this often-tricky species in the Karkloof and again at Marutswa. 

Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus libonyanus 

First seen in Satara camp and then again in Mantuma Camp, Mkhuze. 

Olive Thrush (RE)     Turdus olivaceus 

Seen at Dlinza and then in the Cape. 

Karoo Thrush (RE)     Turdus smithii 

Our Guest House in Johannesburg provided good sightings of this endemic. 

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 

Karoo Scrub Robin (E)    Cercotrichas coryphaeus 

Our trips to both West Coast NP and the Karoo produced sightings of this distinctive little songster. 

Bearded Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 

We saw this unobtrusive species around the car park at our lodge near Mkhuze and again in Mkhuze 

GR. 

Kalahari Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas paena 

Unfortunately only heard on one occasion along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

White-browed Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas leucophrys 

A bushveld inhabitant that we saw along the Zaagkuildrift road and near Hluhluwe. 

Brown Scrub Robin (RE)    Cercotrichas signata 

A singing bird was seen incredibly well at St. Lucia. 

[Grey Tit-] (Fan-tailed) Flycatcher   Myioparus plumbeus 

One seen in Skukuza camp in Kruger and another found in Mantuma camp, Mkhuze GR. 
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Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelaina 

Seen in Kruger and Mkhuze. 

Marico Flycatcher (RNE)    Bradornis mariquensis 

Commonly seen along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

Fiscal Flycatcher (RE)    Sigelus silens 

Surprisingly scarce during our tour but we finally found one on the last morning of the tour near Ceres. 

Spotted Flycatcher     Muscicapa striata 

Seen almost daily during the first week of the tour. 

Ashy Flycatcher     Muscicapa caerulescens 

This non-descript flycatcher was only seen in Skukuza camp in Kruger. 

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

First seen in the Karkloof and again in the Cape. 

Cape Robin-Chat     Cossypha caffra 

Seen around Wakkerstroom, the Natal Midlands and throughout the Cape. 

White-throated Robin-Chat  (RE)   Cossypha humelaris 

This specialty was only seen on one occasion along the Zaagkuildrift road.   

White-browed Robin-Chat     Cossypha heuglini 

Fabulous views were enjoyed in Skukuza camp in Kruger. 

Red-capped Robin-Chat    Cossypha natalensis 

Seen almost daily in Maputaland. 

Chorister Robin-Chat (E)    Cossypha dichroa 

After a lengthy search this species was finally seen in the Karkloof thanks to Betsy’s keen eyes. 

White-starred Robin     Pogonocichla stellate 

Good, prolonged views were had of a singleton witting up in the mid-canopy in Marutswa Forest. 

Cape Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola rupestris 

Good views on the way up Sani Pass. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola explorator 

First seen at Wakkerstroom and then again in Lesotho. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

Seen in open country around Wakkerstroom and in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands.  

Buff-streaked Chat (E)    Saxicola bifasciata 

A smart endemic and one that we found at Wakkerstroom and on our way down Sani Pass. 

Sickle-winged Chat (RE)    Cercomela sinuata 

Abundant in Lesotho. 

Karoo Chat (RNE)     Cercomela schlegelii 

Seen well during our drive through the Karoo. 

Tractrac Chat (RNE)    Cercomela tractrac 

Another dry-country chat and also seen during our trip to the Karoo. 

(Southern) Ant-eating Chat (RNE)   Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Recorded around Wakkerstroom and in the Karoo. 

Mountain Wheatear (RNE)    Oenanthe monticola 

Seen at Wakkerstroom and in the Karoo. 

Capped Wheatear     Oenanthe pileata 

Surprisingly only one juvenile bird was seen near Kgomo Kgomo on our first day. 

Familiar Chat     Cercomela familiaris 

First seen at our lunch-time restaurant in Howick and thereafter seen in the Cape. 
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Sunbirds & Spiderhunters  Nectariniidae 

Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna collaris 

Seen in Kruger and then daily in Zululand. 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)   Anthobaphes violacea 

This beauty was seen on a number of occasions around the Cape Peninsula, beginning with our first 

sightings at Kirstenbosch. 

(Eastern) Olive Sunbird    Cyanomitra olivacea 

Only seen at Dlinza and in the Karkloof. 

[Grey] (Mouse-colored) Sunbird   Cyanomitra veroxii 

A few sightings were had in Zululand. 

[Amethyst] (Black) Sunbird    Chalcomitra amethystina 

A scarce species on the route, we only saw this sunbird at our guest house in Wakkerstroom. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird    Chalcomitra senegalensis 

This stunner was admired near Hluhluwe. 

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

Seen very well on our trip up Sani Pass with further views on the Cape Peninsula. 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybeus 

Very common in the Western Cape but also seen in the Natal Midlands. 

Greater Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris afer 

Wonderful looks at males at Marutswa and on the way up Sani Pass. 

Marico Sunbird     Cinnyris mariquensis 

Seen well in Kruger and at Mkhuze. 

Purple-banded Sunbird    Cinnyris bifasciatus 

Superb views were had of males and females during our time in Zululand. 

White-bellied Sunbird    Cinnyris talatala 

We saw this sunbird on a few occasions in Kruger. Another beauty! 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver   Plocepasser mahali 

Only seen on our first day along the Zaagkuildrift road.  

House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

A widespread species, seen in association with human habitation, across the country. 

Great Sparrow (RNE)    Passer motitensis 

A good find! We had several birds near Kgomo Kgomo.  

Cape Sparrow (RNE)    Passer melanurus 

Quite common, and seen at sites throughout the country. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer diffusus 

This species was seen regularly during the eastern leg of the tour. 

Yellow-throated [Petronia] (Sparrow)   Gymnoris superciliaris 

Only two seen in Mkhuze GR. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver     Bubalornis niger 

Seen daily in Kruger. 

Scaly-feathered [Weaver] (Finch) (RNE)  Sporopipes squamifrons 

Seen right at the eastern edge of their range along the Zaagkuildrift road. 
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[Thick-billed] (Grosbeak) Weaver   Amblyospiza albifrons 

Seen once in Kruger and then again in Zululand. 

Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis 

A relatively scarce species that was seen in Kruger. 

Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

Seen around Wakkerstroom, in the Natal Midlands and in the Cape. 

[Eastern] (African) Golden Weaver  Ploceus subaureus 

The bright yellow, red-eyed males of this species were seen with fair regularity in the St Lucia area. 

Southern Brown-throated Weaver   Ploceus xanthopterus 

A splendid male was finally picked out amongst the latter species near St. Lucia. 

Lesser Masked Weaver    Ploceus intermedius 

Good views in reedbeds around St. Lucia. 

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

Seen daily during the first week and then again on a few occasions thereafter. 

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

We saw these large-billed weavers around Wakkerstroom and again in the Karkloof. 

[Dark-backed] (Forest) Weaver   Ploceus bicolor 

Seen on a number of occasions in the northern parts of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Red-billed Quelea     Quelea quelea 

Seen in their thousands along the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger. 

Yellow-crowned Bishop    Euplectes afer 

These spectacular birds were seen commonly along the Zaagkuildrift road and around Wakkerstroom. 

Southern Red Bishop    Euplectes orix 

Recorded at various wetlands during the eastern leg of the tour. Another cracker! 

[Yellow Bishop] (Yellow-rumped Widow)  Euplectes capensis 

Only seen on our way up Sani Pass. 

[Fan-tailed] (Red-shouldered) Widowbird  Euplectes axillaris 

This species was conspicuous and common in the Wakkerstroom area and the Natal Midlands. 

White-winged Widowbird    Euplectes albonotatus 

Exceptional numbers of this species were seen during our time north of Pretoria and in Kruger and 

Mkhuze GR’s. 

Red-collared Widowbird    Euplectes ardens 

Seen well at the road edge in the Natal Midlands.  

Long-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes progne 

We thoroughly enjoyed watching this species displaying over grasslands throughout the Highveld. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 

[Green-winged Pytilia] (Melba Finch)  Pytilia melba 

A fantastic little bird and one that we were lucky enough to see on several occasions along the 

Zaagkuildrift road and in Mkhuze GR. 

Red-headed Finch (RNE)    Amadina erythrocephala 

Only seen at the feeders at our guest house in Johannesburg. 

Cut-throat [Finch]     Amadina fasciata 

A fortunate find at Kgomo Kgomo where a pair showed well. 

Green (-backed) Twinspot    Mandingoa nitidula 

We scoured Cape Vidal for this tricky and beautiful finch and finally came up trumps with a fabulous 

pair that showed well for all. 
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Pink-throated Twinspot (RE)   Hypargos margaritatus 

This species proved particularly tricky this trip as intensive searching throughout the Mkhuze and False 

Bay areas only produced a brief view of a pair for some of the group in Mkhuze GR.  

Red-billed Firefinch     Lagonosticta senegala 

Fabulous views of this gorgeous bird along the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger and Mkhuze GR’s. 

African Firefinch     Lagonosticta rubricata 

One male showed well near Hluhluwe village. 

Jameson’s Firefinch     Lagonosticta rhodopareia 

A scarce finch that was only seen on one occasion along the Kgomo Kgomo road. 

[Blue Waxbill] (Blue-breasted Cordonbleu) Uraeginthus angolensis 

Another superb finch that performed well on many occaions during the first week of the tour. 

Violet-eared Waxbill (RNE)    Uraeginthus granatinus 

A male was seen briefly along the Zaagkuildrift road.    

Swee Waxbill (E)     Estrilda melanotis 

Excellent spotting by Betsy produced two females in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. A pair was later 

seen in flight at the same site. 

[Grey] (Black-tailed) Waxbill   Estrilda perreini 

Superb views of several birds coming in to drink at kuMasinga Hide in Mkhuze GR. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

The most frequently recorded waxbill with sightings on 7 dates. 

Black-[faced] (cheeked) Waxbill   Estrilda erythronotos 

Another dry western specialty that was seen, although only briefly, along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

(African) Quailfinch     Ortygospiza atricollis 

Unfortunately only heard in flight at Wakkerstroom.  

Bronze [Mannikin] (Munia)    Lonchura cucullata 

Small flocks were seen in Kruger and around St. Lucia. 

Red-backed [Mannikin] (Munia)   Lonchura nigriceps 

Several birds, including a nesting pair, showed for us in the Karkloof. 

 

Indigobirds  Viduidae 

[Village Indigobird] (Steel-blue Widowfinch) Vidua chalybeata 

One male seen along the Zaagkuildrift road with further sightings in Kruger. 

Purple [Indigobird] (Widowfinch)   Vidua purpurascens 

This scarce indigobird was seen well along the Zaagkuildrift road and again in Kruger. 

Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

Seen regularly during the eastern part of the tour. 

[Long-tailed] (Eastern) Paradise Whydah  Vidua paradisaea 

One brief flight view was had of male in Kruger. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 

Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

Seen regularly at scattered localities throughout the country. 

African Pied Wagtail    Motacilla aguimp 

This species was seen in Kruger NP and in Zululand. 

[Cape] (Orange-throated) Longclaw (RE)  Macronyx capensis 

We spotted this species around Wakkerstroom, in the Natal Midlands and in West Coast NP.  

Yellow-throated Longclaw    Macronyx croceus 
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First seen in Kruger and found later near Hluhluwe and in the Isimangaliso Wetland Park. 

[African] (Grassveld) Pipit    Anthus cinnamomeus 

Seen fairly regularly throughout the trip. 

Mountain Pipit (BE)     Anthus hoeschi 

We saw this localized pipit in Lesotho. 

Long-billed Pipit     Anthus similis 

One bird was encountered during our trip up Sani Pass. 

Plain-backed Pipit     Anthus leucophrys 

A singleton was seen in Kruger. 

Yellow-breasted Pipit (E)    Anthus chloris 

Excellent spotting by Theresa produced fabulous views of this highly sought-after endemic at 

Wakkerstroom. 

 

Finches & Allies  Fringillidae 

Forest Canary (E)     Crithagra scotops 

After initially seeing this species very well in the Karkloof, we went on to see more at Marutswa and in 

Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Lemon-breasted Canary    Crithagra citrinipecta 

A pair of this localized and fairly recently described species was seen in palm savannah near Hluhluwe. 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica 

Regularly seen throughout the eastern leg of the tour. 

Drakensberg Siskin (E)    Crithagra symonsi 

Good views were had of this species on our Sani Pass day trip. 

Yellow Canary (RNE)    Crithagra flaviventris 

Initially seen on our trip to Lesotho and later recorded in West Coast NP and the Succulent Karoo. 

Brimstone Canary      Crithagra sulphurata 

This large canary was seen on our way up to the Karkloof. 

Streaky-headed [Seedeater] (Canary) (RNE) Crithagra gularis 

We had good looks at this bird at two separate sites – Sani Pass and near Ceres in the Cape. 

White-throated Canary (RNE)   Crithagra albogularis 

Commonly seen in West Coast NP and the Karoo. 

Protea [Canary] (Seedeater) (E)   Crithagra leucoptera 

Brief but good views were had of this species on our final morning near Ceres. 

Cape Canary (RE)     Crithagra canicollis 

Flocks were encountered at Wakkerstroom, up Sani Pass and in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting   Emberiza tahapisi 

A single bird was found in Satara Camp in Kruger. 

Cape Bunting (RNE)     Emberiza capensis 

First seen on our Sani Pass day trip, with numerous further sightings in the Western Cape.  

Golden-breasted Bunting    Emberiza flaviventris 

A total of four of these striking little birds were seen during our day trip to Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

 

Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded 
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Nomenclature and taxonomy follows The Field Guide to the Mammals of Southern Africa by Chris & 

Tilde Stuart (2007). 

 

Total species recorded: 55 (1 heard only) 

 

Bats  Pteropodidae 

Epauletted Fruit Bat sp.    Epomophorus crypturus 

Bats belonging to this group were seen around Satara in the evening. 

 

Baboons & Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 

Chacma Baboon     Papio ursinus 

This noisy, communal species was seen in Kruger, Mkhuze, up Sani Pass and in the Western Cape. 

Vervet Monkey     Cercopithecus aethiops 

A commonly encountered primate throughout the east of the country. 

Samango (Blue/Sykes’s) Monkey   Cercopithecus mitis 

Only seen near Cape Vidal. 

 

Bushbabies  Galagonidae 

(H) Greater Galago (Thick-tailed Bushbaby) Otolemur crassicaudatus 

We heard this species from the restaurant at Skukuza before setting out on our night drive. 

 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 

Scrub Hare      Lepus saxatilis 

Seen on consecutive early morning drives in Kruger. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 

Red Forest Squirrel     Paraxerus palliatus 

Recorded in coastal forest around St Lucia. 

Tree Squirrel      Paraxerus cepapi 

Fairly common in Kruger NP. 

 

Rats & Mice  Cricetidae & Muridea 

Striped Mouse     Rhabdomys pumilio 

Seen scurrying through the undergrowth in the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Sloggett’s Ice Rat     Otomys sloggetti 

This endearing rodent was seen at the top of Sani Pass and in Lesotho. 

 

Dogs & Allies  Canidae 

African Wild (Painted/Cape Hunting) Dog Canis mesomelas 

We were extremely fortunate to have encountered a pack of these rare mammals lounging about at the 

side of the road in Kruger. 

 

Mustelids  Mustelidae 
Spot(ed)-necked Otter    Lutra maculicollis 

Two were seen in the early morning at the wetland at Wakkerstroom. 
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Mongooses  Herpestridae 

Slender Mongoose     Galerella sanguinea 

One seen at the side of the road en route to Kruger and another seen crossing the road in Kruger. 

Dwarf Mongoose     Helogale parvula 

Several of these gregarious mongooses were seen in Kruger. 

Small Grey Mongoose (RE)    Galerella pulverulenta 

One was encountered in West Coast NP.     

Banded Mongoose     Mungos mungo 

A huge group was seen in Skukuza camp with another sighting at Cape Vidal. 

White-tailed Mongoose    Ichneumia albicauda 

We had one sighting of this large nocturnal species during our Kruger night drive. 

Yellow Mongoose     Cynictis penicillata 

We saw this widespread mongoose on surprisingly only one occasion in the Wakkerstroom area.  

Suricate (Meerkat)     Suricata suricatta 

This endearing creature was seen well near Wakkerstroom. 

 

Hyaenas  Hyaenidae 

Spotted Hyena     Crocuta crocuta 

Only one sighting was had of this species in Kruger where it was seen nibbling at a dead Boomslang at 

the side of the road. 
 

Genets & Civets  Viveridae 

Small-spotted (Common) Genet   Genetta genetta 

One of these nocturnal cat-like mammals was seen after our Kruger night drive when we were driving 

through Skukuza camp to our accommodation. 

 

Cats Felidae 

Caracal      Felis caracal 

We were mind-blowingly lucky to see this beautiful and very rarely seen cat in the late afternoon in 

West Coast NP. 

Cheetah      Acinonyx jubatus 

We were extremely fortunate to see a gorgeous male lying in a sandy river bed south of Satara in 

Kruger. 

Lion       Panthera leo 

We enjoyed five separate sightings (males and females) of this large, iconic African cat during our time 

in Kruger.  

Leopard      Panthera pardus 

We finally caught up with this scarce and retiring cat during our final afternoon in Kruger when one 

was spotted crossing the road right in front of us near Skukuza.  

 

Aardvark  Orycteropodidae 
Aardvark      Orycteropus afer 

Another unbelievably lucky encounter! We saw one of these very rarely seen and ultra prized mammals 

walking down the road near Skukuza during our Kruger night drive. Incredible!  

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
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Rock Hyrax (Dassie)     Procavia capensis 

Seen sporadically around the Cape. 

 

Elephants  Elephantidae 

African Elephant     Loxondonta africana 

We had numerous encounters with these awesome creatures in Kruger NP. 

 

Zebras  Equidae 

Common (Burchell's/Plains) Zebra   Equus quagga burchelli 

Common in Kruger NP and in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Rhinoceroses  Rhinocerotidae 

Square-lipped (White) Rhinoceros   Ceratotherium simum 

This huge beast was seen on several occasions with two sightings in Kruger, which included a mother 

and calf and another 4 in Mkhuze and 3 in the Isimangaliso Park. Awesome! 

 

Hippopotami  Hippopotamidae 

Hippopotamus     Hippopotamus amphibius 

Good numbers were seen in Kruger NP, Mkhuze and at St Lucia. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 

Common Warthog     Phacochoerus africanus 

Family groups and singletons were seen regularly in Kruger and in Zululand, with especially good and 

close views at Mkhuze. 

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 

(Southern) Giraffe     Giraffa camelopardalis 

Another favourite mammal on the tour! We saw our first ones in Kruger with further sightings in 

Mkhuze GR. 

 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 

African (Cape) Buffalo     Syncerus caffer 

Encountered on a few occasions in Kruger NP and near Cape Vidal. 

Eland       Taurotragus oryx 

This, the world’s largest antelope, was seen at extremely close quarters on two occasions in the Cape of 

Good Hope NR.  

Greater Kudu     Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

Another regal antelope that was common in Kruger and also seen in the Isimangaliso Park. 

Nyala       Tragelaphus angasii 

We had plenty of encounters with these elegant antelopes in Mkhuze Game Reserve and surrounding 

areas.  

(Cape) Bushbuck     Tragelaphus scriptus 

Generally quite shy but we saw this skulker well in Kruger and in the St. Lucia area where they are 

extremely confiding and used to people. 

Common Waterbuck    Kobus ellipsiprymnus ellipsiprymnus 

Fair numbers were encountered in Kruger and near Cape Vidal. 
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Mountain Reedbuck     Redunca fulvorufula 

Superb spotting by Aldo produced two of these graceful antelope during our drive up Sani Pass. 

Southern (Common) Reedbuck   Redunca arundinum  

We saw this antelope on one occasion in Kruger and again along the road to Cape Vidal. 

Grey Rhebok (E)     Pelea capreolus 

We were fortunate to see this endemic species during our Sani Pass day trip. 

Blue Wildebeest (Brindled Gnu)   Connochaetes taurinus 

This extremely tough and successful species was seen regularly throughout Kruger and in Zululand. 

Blesbok (E)      Damaliscus pygargus phillipsi 

Recorded in the Wakkerstroom area and during our drive to Kruger NP. 

Bontebok (E)      Damaliscus pygargus Dorcas 

This very attractive antelope was encountered in Cape of Good Hope and West Coast NP’s. 

Impala      Aepyceros melampus 

A common antelope in Kruger and Mkhuze. 

Springbok      Antidorcas marsupialis 

A few of these dry-country antelope were seen in the Karoo. 

Suni       Neotragus moschatus 

This tiny, extremely cute and seldom-seen antelope was encountered on two occasions in the Zululand 

sand forests. 

Klipspringer      Oreotragus oreotragus 

Two separate sightings were had of this unique species in Kruger. 

Steenbok      Raphicerus campestris 

These large-eared, swift little creatures were sighted on a few occasions in Kruger NP and in the 

Succulent Karoo. 

Blue Duiker      Cephalophus monticola 

We had wonderful views of this minute species in Dlinza Forest. 

Red Duiker      Cephalophus natalensis 

This richly-coloured mammal was seen often in the Mkhuze and St. Lucia areas. 

Common (Grey/Bush) Duiker   Sylvicapra grimmia 

Only one sighting was had of this species and that was near Skukuza in Kruger. 

 

Dolphins  Delphinidae 
Common Dolphin     Delphinus delphis 

Lovely views of a large school on the eastern side of False Bay during our drive to Rooiels. 

 

Fur Seals  Otariidae 

Cape Fur Seal     Arctocephalus pusillus 

We had some good views of this species off the Cape coast, with especially good views at the Cape of Good 

Hope. 

 

Annotated List of Reptiles 

 

Leopard Tortoise     Geochelone pardalis 

We found a few wonderful specimens in Kruger NP. 

Angulate Tortoise     Chersina angulata 

This species was recorded in West Coast NP. 
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Marsh/Helmeted Terrapin    Pelomedusa subrufa 

Seen well in Mkhuze and in Kruger NP.   

Rainbow Skink     Mabuya quinquetaeniata 

This brightly-colored creature was seen in Kruger. 

Striped Skink      Mabuya striata 

Also seen in Kruger NP. 

Drakensberg Crag Lizard (E)   Pseudocordylus melanotus 

Striking males and their less colorful females were seen in Lesotho. 

Cape Crag Lizard (E)    Pseudocordylus microlepidotus 

Several were found basking on the rocks at Stony Point. 

Nile Monitor      Varanus niloticus 

Two of these massive reptiles were found in Mkhuze GR. 

Southern Rock Agama (RE)   Agama atra 

Seen on many occasions in the Karoo. 

Southern Tree Agama    Agama atricollis 

A beautiful species, seen well in Kruger. 

Nile Crocodile     Crocodylus niloticus 

Recorded in Kruger and in Zululand. 

Raucous Toad (RE)                                                  Bufo rangeri 

Seen at our lodge near Mkhuze GR.    
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