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Top Ten Birds seen on the tour as voted by participants: 
1. Drakensberg Rockjumper 

2. Orange-breasted Sunbird 

3. Purple-crested Turaco 

4. Cape Rockjumper 

5. Blue Crane 
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6. African Paradise Flycatcher 

7. Long-crested Eagle 

8. Klaas’s Cuckoo 

9. Black Harrier 

10. Malachite Sunbird. 

 
Eastern South Africa, with its diverse habitats and amazing landscapes, 

holds some truly breath-taking birds and game-rich reserves, and this 

was to be the main focus of our tour, with a short yet endemic-filled 

extension to the Western Cape.  

 

Commencing in busy Johannesburg, it was not long after we set off 

before we began ticking our first common birds for the tour, with an 

attractive pair of Red-headed Finches being a nice early bonus. Arriving 

at a productive small pan a while later, we found good numbers of water 

birds including Great Crested Grebe, African Swamphen, Cape 

Shoveler, Yellow-billed Duck, Greater Flamingo, Black-crowned Night 

Heron and Black-winged Stilt. We then made our way to the arid 

“thornveld” woodlands to the northeast of Pretoria and this certainly 

produced a good number of the more arid species right on their eastern 

limits of distribution. Some of the better birds seen in this habitat were 

the gaudy Crimson-breasted Shrike, Southern Pied Babbler, Black-faced 

Waxbill, Kalahari Scrub Robin, Chestnut-vented Warbler (Tit-babbler) 

and Greater Kestrel. A 

small dam then added 

Spur-winged Goose, 

Knob-billed Duck, African Darter and Reed Cormorant, while 

the distinctive call of the diurnal Pearl-spotted Owlet drew in a 

small group of unhappy and inquisitive birds, including the 

lovely little Blue Waxbill, Green-winged Pytilia, Chinspot 

Batis and the almost tail-less Long-billed Crombec. With a 

good number of birds already in the bag we finally headed for 

our overnight accommodation, picking up Northern Black 

Korhaan en route.  

 

Early the following morning we managed to add Black-headed 

Oriole, Golden-breasted Bunting, Golden-tailed Woodpecker 

and Southern Boubou to our 

growing total, all before 

breakfast. After our morning meal we then tackled the long route to the 

Kruger National Park. Along the way we added some additional good 

birds including Coqui Francolin, Greater Honeyguide, Black-chested 

Prinia, Namaqua Dove, Scaly Weaver, Southern White-crowned Shrike, 

African Hawk Eagle, Mocking Cliff Chat, Wailing Cisticola, Jackal 

Buzzard and Cape Longclaw, before arriving at our lodge. 

 

After a long day’s drive the day before, we opted for an early morning 

walk around the lodge gardens, which produced some interesting birds: 

Bearded Scrub Robin, an out-of-season Spotted Flycatcher, Yellow-

breasted Apalis, Yellow-fronted and Yellow-rumped Tinkerbirds, 

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler and Brown-hooded Kingfisher. We then 

departed for the great Kruger National Park, where, upon arrival at the 

Orpen gate, we picked up Ashy Flycatcher, Southern Red-billed Hornbill, 

Kurrichane Thrush, and Marico and White-bellied Sunbirds feeding on 

the flowering aloes. From the gate we made our way to our overnight 

Crimson-breasted Shrike by 

Andrew Stainthorpe 

Yellow-breasted Apalis by Andrew 

Stainthorpe 

Southern Yellow-billed 

Hornbill by Andrew 

Stainthorpe 
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camp and immediately began adding a few more birds to our ever-growing list, including Common Ostrich, 

Natal and Swainson’s Spurfowls, Lizard Buzzard, Tawny Eagle, Brown Snake Eagle, Red-crested Korhaan, 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill, Magpie Shrike 

and Burchell’s Starling. The mammals were not to 

be outdone by their feathered friends and we had 

great sightings of Giraffe, Hippopotamus, African 

Elephant and Burchell’s Zebra as well. The 

highlight of the day, however, was our night drive, 

which produced excellent sightings of Lion, 

Spotted Hyena, Porcupine, African Civet and 

Leopard – a very impressive tally indeed! 

 

The following day saw us exploring more of the 

park and the list of birds and mammals just kept 

growing and growing, with sightings of the 

magnificent Saddle-billed and Yellow-billed 

Storks, a stately striding Secretarybird, bizarre 

Hamerkop, Martial Eagle, Hooded Vulture, 

scavenging White-backed and Lappet-faced Vultures, huge Kori Bustard, Southern Ground Hornbill, 

beautiful Lilac-breasted and Purple Rollers, African Green Pigeon and Brown-headed Parrot. The day also 

saw us obtaining additional sightings of Lion, Leopard, Elephant and a variety of antelope, with White Rhino 

and African Buffalo also putting in an appearance – thus giving us the legendary “Big 5” all in a single day! 

The highlight of the day though must go to a Black Rhino that gave some of the guests the fright of their 

lives, before snorting loudly, turning tail and crashing off through the dense bush.  

 

Leaving the wooded “lowveld” of the fabulous 

Kruger area we next made our way to some pristine 

highland grasslands with their associated wetlands 

and special birds. Stopping at a few pans en route we 

added African Snipe, Purple Heron, Cape and Red-

billed Teals, Cape Shoveler, Lesser and Greater 

Flamingos, South African Shelduck, Southern 

Pochard and Maccoa Duck, before finally arriving at 

our comfortable guest house in the quaint town of 

Wakkerstroom. 

 

The surrounding grasslands and wetlands the next 

day and the following morning added several 

exciting birds to our list, with excellent views of 

Yellow-breasted Pipit, Ground Woodpecker, Eastern 

Long-billed Lark, Mountain Wheatear, Buff-streaked Chat, coveys of Red- and Grey-winged Francolins, 

Blue Korhaan, and all three of Southern Africa’s Crane species – Wattled, Grey Crowned and Blue! Good 

sightings were also enjoyed of the now-famous Suricate (or Meerkat as it is popularly known), Yellow 

Mongoose and Mountain Reedbuck, while the wetlands added Hottentot Teal, African Rail, African 

Spoonbill, Little Rush Warbler, Giant Kingfisher, African Marsh Harrier and a bonus Cape Clawless Otter. 

 

Northern KwaZulu-Natal was then calling and we left the grasslands and made our way down to the sand 

forests and wooded savanna of this area, picking up Greater Double-collard Sunbird, Cape Grassbird, 

Cinnamon-breasted and Cape Buntings, Lanner Falcon, Black-winged Lapwing and soaring Marabou, Long-

crested Eagle and Black-chested Snake Eagle before arriving at our lovely lodge. 

 

African Elephant by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Greater Flamingos by Andrew Stainthorpe 
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The following day saw us visiting the birding mecca of Mkhuze Game Reserve and its surrounding pans. 

The new birds literally came flying in with Black Heron, Pink-backed and Great White Pelicans, African 

Openbill, Four-coloured and Grey-headed Bushshrikes, Purple-crested Turaco, Striped Kingfisher, Little 

Bee-eater, Grey Tit-Flycatcher, Purple-banded Sunbird, and both Black-collard and Acacia Pied Barbets 

being added. Lunch was had at a very busy waterhole, where we were joined by many thirsty Burchell’s 

Zebra, Nyala, Warthog, Chacma Baboon and Impala. 

After lunch we then added the tricky Eastern (Yellow-

spotted) Nicator, which necessitated looking past a 

crash of 4 White Rhino – a wonderful way to end a 

great day in the African bush! 

 

Stretching our legs the following morning around the 

lodge saw us adding a number of good birds, with great 

sightings of White-throated Robin-Chat, Red-fronted 

Tinkerbird, Grey Penduline Tit, Pink-throated Twinspot, 

Rudd’s Apalis, Grey Waxbill and Blue-mantled Crested 

Flycatcher, all before a hearty breakfast. We then 

departed for the short drive to the eastern shores of St. 

Lucia, which saw us 

bagging Neergaard’s 

Sunbird, Caspian 

Tern, Pied Avocet, Dark-backed Weaver, Green Wood Hoopoe, Yellow 

White-eye and Trumpeter Hornbill. The afternoon’s birding added 

Eastern Olive Sunbird, Crowned Hornbill, Holub’s Golden Weaver and 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike. 

 

The following day saw us exploring the iSimangaliso Wetland Park, 

which is made up of a variety of habitats ranging from coastal dune forest 

to grasslands with scattered pans, to the largest freshwater estuary in 

Africa and the shoreline of the Indian Ocean. Good birds were had here 

and we managed great sightings of Southern Banded Snake Eagle, 

Cuckoo Hawk, African Goshawk, Brown-backed Honeybird, 

Livingstone’s Turaco, Green Twinspot, Brown Scrub Robin, the 

attractive African Paradise Flycatcher, Rufous-bellied Heron, African 

Pygmy Goose and White-backed Duck. A visit to the estuary also 

produced Grey-headed and Kelp Gulls, Greater Crested Tern, early-

arriving Curlew Sandpiper and Rufous-winged Cisticola, while the ocean 

delivered a very unexpected Shy Albatross offshore – another amazing 

day in this incredible country of South Africa! 

 

The mid-altitude forests in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands 

were next on our agenda, though before heading off we 

first birded the dune forests and added the stunning Black-

throated Wattle-eye and Green Malkoha to our list. The 

higher altitude forest of Dlinza then gave us a few 

important additional birds with Spotted Ground Thrush, 

Cape Batis, Chorister Robin-Chat, Narina Trogon, Lemon 

Dove and Scaly-throated Honeyguide all being located, 

before moving down to the coastal forest and mangroves 

of the Umlalazi Nature Reserve, where we had good 

sightings of Black-bellied Starling, Dark-capped Yellow 

Warbler and Woolly-necked Stork. 

 

Pink-throated Twinspot by Adam Riley 

Narina Trogon by Adam 

Riley 

Striped Kingfisher by Andrew Stainthorpe 
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The following day saw us exploring the Midland’s Karkloof area and its associated mist forests and 

cultivated lands and forestry. Species we were looking for 

here included the attractive Orange Ground Thrush, 

gorgeous Knysna Turaco, skulking Barrett’s Warbler and 

the beautiful Bush Blackcap, all of which we were 

fortunate to locate, as well adding Forest Buzzard, Forest 

Canary, Mountain Wagtail and obtaining further good 

views of Wattled Crane, Southern Double-collard 

Sunbird, Scaly-throated Honeyguide and Amethyst 

Sunbird. A quick stop at the impressive Howick Falls then 

produced distant views of African Black Duck on the 

Umgeni River, after which we departed towards the 

majestic Drakensberg Mountains and the famous Sani 

Pass.  

 

A misty morning greeted us the next day as we prepared to drive up into the majestic Drakensberg, which 

was merely a blue haze in the distance after we left the low laying mist behind us. While travelling up the 

famous Sani Pass to reach the mountain Kingdom of Lesotho we encountered a few good birds, with Ground 

Woodpecker, Cape Rock Thrush, Gurney’s Sugarbird, and Grey-winged Francolin keeping us entertained 

while we negotiated the tricky road. Once on top we were then treated to good sightings of Drakensberg 

Rockjumper, Grey Tit, Drakensberg Siskin, Large-billed Lark, Cape Vulture, Verreaux’s Eagle, White-

necked Raven and even a Black Stork flying over the grassland. Then further into Lesotho we managed 

excellent looks at Sentinel Rock Thrush and Sloggett’s 

Ice Rat before adding Lanner Falcon and the super-

impressive Bearded Vulture (Lammergeyer) to our list. 

Thereafter it was back down the pass with further good 

views of the birds seen on the way up as well as adding 

a few mammals in the form of Eland (our largest 

antelope), the shy Grey Rhebok and Mountain 

Reedbuck.  

 

The following morning saw us driving down to Durban 

and thereby ending the main tour and commencing the 

Western Cape extension with our flight down to Cape 

Town. Arriving at the “Mother City” we headed off to 

our comfortable hotel for the next three evenings. 

 

Off Cape Point on a boat looking for pelagic birds was on the itinerary for the following day and this took 

place where two of the world’s major oceans meet (the cold Atlantic and the warm Indian). A day out at sea 

is also always exciting as one never knows what will be seen. Whilst searching for some fishing vessels and 

their associated avian followers, we started picking up 

some good pelagic birds and were soon entertained by 

Sooty Shearwater, Cape Gannet and White-chinned Petrel 

before the first call of “albatross!” was heard, with a Shy 

Albatross coming in for a closer view. Soon more birds 

were being recorded and we added Soft-plumaged Petrel, 

Wilson’s Storm Petrel, Antarctic Prion, Manx’s 

Shearwater, Northern and Southern Giant Petrels, Cape 

Petrel and Black-browed Albatross. Then an excited call 

of ‘white-backed’ came and it turned out to be a graceful 

Southern Royal Albatross. With a host of awesome birds 

in the bag we headed back to the harbour of Simson’s 

Town; but, as it turned out, the best by far was yet to 

come, and on the return journey we were treated to views 

of one of the rarest albatrosses in the world – the first ever 

Grey Tit by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Amsterdam Albatross by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Drakensberg Siskin by Andrew Stainthorpe 
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record of Amsterdam Albatross for Southern Africa waters, an absolutely magical and breath-taking 

experience! What a high and awesome way to end an amazing pelagic trip and the start of our Cape 

extension. En route back to the hotel we also added the beautiful Cape Sugarbird and stunning Orange-

breasted Sunbird to our list; a day certainly never to be forgotten! 

 

Our good luck, however, was about to run out as a driving southeaster wind started to blow the next day, 

making the birding difficult as everything was just getting blown away, including a guest or two! We 

persevered nevertheless and managed to locate a few new 

birds including Grey-backed Cisticola, Cape Rock Thrush, 

Cape Grassbird and a pair of Verreaux’s Eagles bomb-

diving a Leopard, which frustratingly remained out of 

sight. Wind-beaten we carried on to the Harold Porter 

National Botanical Garden where we managed to locate 

Cape Siskin, Cape Bulbul, Familiar Chat, Swee Waxbill, 

Cape Spurfowl, and Cape and Brimstone Canaries. A 

quick stop at the Stoney Point Penguin colony produced 

excellent sightings of African Penguin and their young, as 

well as some Rock Hyrax and a few Cape Cormorants, 

before heading off again to try and locate Cape 

Rockjumper. Conditions were not ideal though and we 

ended up missing the one bird we really wanted before 

leaving for the West coast the following day.    

 

The next morning saw a drop in the wind, but it had been replaced with cold overcast conditions with 

isolated patches of rain. We pushed forward however to the West Coast National Park with its beautiful 

lagoon, picking up new birds along the way including Glossy Ibis, Black-necked Grebe, Karoo Scrub Robin, 

White-throated Canary, the striking Black Harrier and White-backed Mousebird. We then had lunch with 

some Cape Weavers for entertainment, before doing a little wader bashing at the lagoon where Eurasian 

Curlew, Common Greenshank, Caspian Tern, Grey, Kittlitz’s and White-fronted Plovers, Whimbrel and 

African Oystercatcher were added. We still had a fair distance to drive though so we soon pushed on and, en 

route, we picked up a smart Capped Wheatear and an attractive pair of Blue Cranes, before eventually 

arriving at our guest house cold and wet. 

 

The predication for the next day’s weather was not far from the mark, 

with the dawn revealing low grey clouds and drizzle – but this was 

certainly not going to stop us as we headed for the arid Karoo with its 

host of endemic birds. It wasn’t long before we started connecting 

with the reed-loving Namaqua Warbler, lovely Rufous-eared 

Warbler, Yellow-bellied and Karoo Eremomelas, Karoo, Tractrac and 

Sickle-winged Chats, Karoo, Large-billed and Spike-heeled Larks, 

and the ever-present Pale Chanting Goshawk. Eventually leaving the 

arid plains behind us, we then ventured into the surrounding 

mountains and valleys where we added Layard’s and Chestnut-

vented Warblers (Tit-babblers), the dainty Fairy Flycatcher, powerful 

and magnificent Martial Eagle, Pale-winged Starling, the good-

looking Mountain Wheatear and Karoo Thrush, before heading home 

via a beautiful valley. 

 

Our last day saw us making a mad rush to see if we could locate a 

Cape Rockjumper before the tour ended. The weather was on our side 

at last as we strode down a road looking for our target, picking up 

excellent sightings of Ground Woodpeckers sunning themselves, 

Cape Rock Thrush, more dazzling Orange-breasted Sunbirds and 

Pale Chanting Goshawk by Andrew Stainthorpe 

Cape Rockjumper by Adam Riley 
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then the celebrations started as a wonderful male Cape Rockjumper presented itself on a rock and continued 

to jump from rock to rock as only rockjumpers can do – great relief and joy all round!! With excellent views 

in the bag, we finally headed to the airport for the end of our tour.  

 

An absolutely amazing trip we had, even with the inclement Cape weather, with stunning landscapes, 

awesome birds and mammals, not to mention the new friends that were made and the sharing of some 

unforgettable sightings – what a privilege to have led this tour! 

 

 

BIRD LIST (433 Species, including 6 birds heard & not seen) 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2013. IOC World Bird List (v 3.4) Birds of the 

World: Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press.  

 

Notes are provided where Clements differs; alternatively Clements names are in parenthesis. 

 

Key: E: regional endemic, RNE: regional near-endemic. 

 

Ostriches  Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

A few groups of these large flightless birds were seen in the Kruger National Park and later in the West 

Coast National Park. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Somali Ostrich Struthio molybdophanes as Ostrich Struthio camelus. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

Numerous sightings were had of this common game bird during the entire tour. 

Crested Guineafowl Guttera pucherani 

Good numbers of these comical looking birds were seen well in the Mkhuzi and St. Lucia area. 

 

Pheasants & Allies  Phasianidae 
Coqui Francolin Peliperdix coqui 
A small group of this uncommon francolin was seen well along a road at the start of the tour.  
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus. 

Grey-winged Francolin E Scleroptila afra 

A covey of this attractive francolin was seen on the dirt roads around Wakkerstroom. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus. 

Red-winged Francolin         Scleroptila levaillantii 
Excellent sightings were had of a covey of 5 birds in the Wakkerstroom hills. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus. 
Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena 

Good sightings were had in the Kruger and later in Mkhuze. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus. 

Cape Spurfowl RE Pternistis capensis 
This large endemic Spurfowl was seen well in the latter part of the tour. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus. 

Natal Spurfowl RNE Pternistis natalensis 

This charismatic game bird was seen in good numbers in the Kruger National Park. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus and gives it the common name Natal 

Francolin. 

Swainson's Spurfowl RNE Pternistis swainsonii 

This brown Spurfowl with a red-neck was seen in good numbers in the central Kruger National Park. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus and gives it the common name Swainson’s Francolin. 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
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White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

This lovely white-faced duck was seen in good numbers in Kruger and later around Mkhuzi Game Reserve. 

White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus 

We had a lovely sighting of this smart duck in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

Good numbers of this large goose were had throughout the tour. 

Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 

This attractive duck was only seen perched in some dead trees at the start of the tour and later at Musi pan.  
NOTE: Clements does not accept the split between Knob-billed Duck [Sarkidiornis melanotos] and Comb Duck [Sarkidiornis 

sylvicola] but lumps it with Comb Duck [Sarkidiornis melanotos]. 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 

The most numerous gooses to be recorded on the tour, occurring on almost any water body. 

South African Shelduck RE Tadorna cana 

These eye-catching birds were recorded on some of the water bodies around Wakkerstroom. 

African Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus 

We had excellent sightings of this gorgeous goose on a pan in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Cape Teal Anas capensis 

This delightful teal was seen on some of the pans around Wakkerstroom and later in the West Coast National 

Park. 

African Black Duck Anas sparsa 

A pair of these handsome ducks was seen below the Howick Falls. 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 

This smart duck was seen on numerous water bodies throughout the tour, mainly in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Cape Shoveler RNE Anas smithii 

Good sightings were had of these delightful ducks on some of the water bodies around Wakkerstroom. 

Red-billed Teal  Anas erythrorhyncha 

These charming teals were seen on some of the larger pans during the tour. 
NOTE: Clements names these as Red-billed Duck, but still share the same scientific name. 

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 

Good numbers were seen on the wetland around Wakkerstroom. 

Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 

These lovely ducks were seen well, and in good numbers, around Wakkerstroom and also later in the tour. 

Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa 

This stiff-tailed duck was seen on a pan in the Wakkerstroom area and then later at Strandfontein. 

 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 
African Penguin         Spheniscus demersus 

Africa’s only resident penguin was seen well at the breeding colony at Betty’s Bay and also on the pelagic. 

 

Albatrosses  Diomedeidae 
Amsterdam Albatross          Diomedea amsterdamensis 

We were extremely lucky to record this bird (a first sighting of this rare and endangered Albatross for South 

Africa)! 

NOTE: Clements does not recognises this split and lumps it with Wandering Albatross [Diomedea exulans] 

Southern Royal Albatross        Diomedea epomophora 

We had good views of this large white-backed albatross on the pelagic trip. 

NOTE: Clements does not recognises this split and lumps it with Royal Albatross [Diomedea epomophora] 

Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophrys 

This good-looking albatross was seen well and close to the boat. 

Shy Albatross Thalassarche cauta 

Our first and most commonly seen albatross on the pelagic trip. 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross Thalassarche carteri 

A few of these yellow-nosed birds were seen on the pelagic trip. 

NOTE: Clements does not recognises this split and lumps it with Yellow-nosed Albatross [Thalassarche chlororhynchos] 
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Petrels & Shearwaters  Procellariidae 
Southern Giant Petrel     Macronectes giganteus 

A single sighting of this large petrel was had on the pelagic trip. 

Northern Giant Petrel     Macronectes halli 

A couple of these birds were seen passing the boat whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Cape Petrel      Daption capense 

Excellent sightings of this pied petrel were had during the pelagic trip. 

Antarctic Prion     Pachyptila desolata 

Good sightings were had of this attractive prion. 

Great-winged Petrel     Pterodroma macroptera 

An unseasonal sighting of this petrel was had.  

Soft-plumaged Petrel     Pterodroma mollis 

Good sightings were had of these petrels passing the boat. 

White-chinned Petrel     Procellaria aequinoctialis 

By far the most numerous species seen on the pelagic trip. 

Sooty Shearwater     Puffinus griseus 

Good numbers were had on the way out and in. 

Manx Shearwater     Puffinus puffinus 

Brief views were had of this little shearwater. 

 

Storm Petrels  Hydrobatidae 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel     Oceanites oceanicus 

Good sightings of these dainty birds were had during the pelagic trip. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Small numbers of this rather common bird were seen at several dams and pans throughout the tour.  

Great Crested Grebe     Podiceps cristatus 

A good sighting was had on a small pan at the start of the tour. 

Black-necked Grebe     Podiceps nigricollis 

Large numbers were seen in their non-breeding plumage at the Strandfontein sewage works.  

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 

Various sightings of this larger flamingo were had during the tour. 

Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor 

This more colourful flamingo was seen in smaller numbers on some of the pans during the tour. 

 

Storks  Ciconiidae 
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

An excellent sighting was had at a small dam in the Kruger National Park. 

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 

Various sightings of this fascinating bird were had in the Kruger and Mkhuzi Parks. 

Black Stork Ciconia nigra 

A single bird was seen flying over the grassland area at the top of Sani. 

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 

Good sightings were had in the Mkhuze Game Reserve and iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis  

An excellent sighting of this striking stork was had in the Kruger National Park. 

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer 

We saw a bird soaring with some vultures en route to Mkhuze. 

 

Ibises, Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
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African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Good sightings were had at various sites across the tour. 
NOTE: Clements calls it Sacred Ibis 

Southern Bald Ibis E Geronticus calvus 

Most of the sightings of these endemic ibises were had around the Wakkerstroom and Karkloof areas. 
NOTE: Clements calls it Bald Ibis 

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

One of the more numerous species recorded during the tour. 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 

We had a sighting of this slender ibis at the Strandfontein sewage works.  

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 

This charming bird was recorded at various water bodies in the beginning of the tour. 

 

Herons & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

A sighting of adult birds was had at a small pan at the start of the tour and later at Wakkerstroom. 

Striated Heron Butorides striata 

We had good sightings at various water bodies in the Kruger National Park. 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

Numerous sightings were had around the Wakkerstroom area. 

Rufous-bellied Heron         Ardeola rufiventris 

Excellent sighting of this rare heron in South Africa were had at a small pan in iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

The most numerous egrets seen on during the tour. 
NOTE: Clements does not accept the split between Eastern and Western Cattle Egret and calls it Cattle Egret. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Seen in good numbers throughout the tour. 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

More commonly seen in the moister grasslands than around water bodies during the tour.  

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

A single sighting was had of this huge heron at the St. Lucia estuary. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

This reed loving species was seen around the wetlands of Wakkerstroom. 

Great Egret Ardea alba 

We had good sighting in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia 

A few sightings were had in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 

A single bird flew over us whilst we were at the Musi pan. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Good views were had of this smart egret at various water bodies during the tour. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 

We had several encounters with this bizarre species, with our best sighting in the Kruger National Park. 
 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

Excellent sighting were had at Musi pan and later at Strandfontein. 

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 

We had various sightings of this smaller pelican, with the best being at St. Lucia. 

 

Gannets  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet (BE)     Morus capensis 

These attractive birds were seen on the pelagic trip and along the coast line. 
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Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Microcarbo africanus 

A few birds were seen on various water bodies during the tour. 

Crowned Cormorant (RE)    Microcarbo coronatus 

Some of these coastal cormorants were seen at Simon’s Town harbour post the pelagic trip. 

Bank Cormorant (RE)     Phalacrocorax neglectus 

A couple of these larger black cormorants were seen roosting on some rocks whilst out on the pelagic. 

White-breasted (Great) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax lucidus 

A few birds were seen in scattered locations throughout the tour. 
Note: Clements treats this sub-Saharan bird as a race of the Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

Cape Cormorant (BE)     Phalacrocorax capensis 

Good numbers were seen at scattered locations along the coast and on the pelagic.  

 

Anhingas, Darters  Anhingidae 
African Darter Anhinga rufa 

We had several sightings of this rather common water bird during the tour. 

 

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 

We had two sightings of these charismatic birds in the Kruger and later in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 

This widespread raptor was seen at various localities throughout the tour. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Black-shouldered Kite. 

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 

A few sightings of this interesting raptor were had during the tour. 

African Cuckoo-Hawk Aviceda cuculoides 

Excellent sighting of 4 birds en route to Cape Vidal. 

Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus 

We saw this unique bird at Sani Pass. 

Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 

A sighting of 5 of these small vultures was had in the Kruger. 

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

A widespread and common vulture that was seen on numerous occasions in Kruger and later in Mkhuze. 

Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres 

13 of these endangered vultures were seen soaring around the cliff faces at the top of Sani Pass. 

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos 

This large vulture was seen on most days in the Kruger National Park. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 

We had a single sighting of this attractive raptor. 

Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

We saw these plain brown eagles during our stay in the Kruger Park and later in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Southern Banded Snake Eagle Circaetus fasciolatus 

Excellent sightings were had of these handsome eagles en route to Cape Vidal. 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

The most numerous raptor observed in the Kruger National Park. 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

Good sightings were had of these powerful eagles in the Kruger. 

Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 

Good numbers of these forest eagles were seen in the right habitat during the tour. 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

We had a couple of sightings of these lovely eagles whilst in the Kruger National Park. 
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Verreauxs’ Eagle         Aquila verreauxii 

Good sightings of these majestic eagles were had in the latter part of the tour. 

African Hawk Eagle         Aquila spilogaster 

A single bird was seen soaring over the road en route to Kruger. 

Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus 

A few sightings were had of these smart accipiters during the tour. 

African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 

We recorded these fast flying raptors at various places during the tour, mainly around St.Lucia. 

Shikra Accipiter badius 

We had a single sighting of this attractive accipiter in the Kruger.  

African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 

Various birds were recorded quartering wetlands during the tour. 

Black Harrier Circus maurus 

An excellent sighting of this endangered and endemic raptor was had in the West Coast National Park. 

Pale Chanting Goshawk (RNE) Melierax canorus 

A good sighting of this long-legged raptor was had in the Karoo. 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

This striking eagle was seen at various localities throughout the tour. 

Forest (Mountain) Buzzard (E) Buteo trizonatus 

A single bird was seen in the Karkloof Mountains. 
NOTE: IOC splits this species from Mountain Buzzard [Buteo oreophilus], of East Africa. Clements does not recognise this 

split. 

Jackal Buzzard (RE) Buteo rufofuscus 

We had good sightings of both adult and juvenile birds in the latter part of the tour. 

 

Caracaras, Falcons  Falconidae 
Rock Kestrel Falco rupicolus 

We had a couple of sightings of this small raptor during the tour. 
NOTE: IOC splits this species from Common Kestrel [Falco tinnunculus]. Clements does not recognise this split and uses Eurasian 

Kestrel as the common name. 

Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 

A single bird was seen on the first day of the tour. 

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 

A singleton was seen perched on a termite mound in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

A brief view of a bird was seen on the last day, unfortunately not by all. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 
Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 

We had three of the world’s heaviest flying birds drinking at a waterhole in the Kruger. 

Blue Korhaan E Eupodotis caerulescens 

We had various sightings of these attractive korhaans in the Wakkerstroom area. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Blue Bustard and uses the scientific name Eupodotis caerulescens. 

Red-crested Korhaan RNE Lophotis ruficrista 

Whilst in the Kruger National Park we had a few sightings close to the road. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Red-crested Bustard and uses the scientific name Eupodotis ruficrista. 

Northern Black Korhaan Afrotis afraoides 

A displaying male bird was seen on the first day of the tour in the late afternoon. 

Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster 

We saw a female bird in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Finfoots  Heliornithidae 
African Finfoot Podica senegalensis 

We were fortunate to see two of these uncommon birds along the Mtunzini River. 
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Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail Rallus caerulescens 

We had brief but good glimpses of these rails in the wetland at Wakkerstroom. 

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 

Good sightings were had at various water bodies. 

African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Excellent sightings were had of these attractive water birds. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Numerous sightings were had around the Wakkerstroom area. 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 

A common water bird in the right habitat. 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 
Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum 

Good sighting were had of this striking crane in the Wakkerstroom and Karkloof areas. 

Blue Crane RE Grus paradisea 

Our national bird, we had good views of them in the Wakkerstroom and Karkloof areas. 

Wattled Crane Grus carunculata 

We were fortunate to see these endangered cranes in both the Wakkerstroom and Karkloof areas. 

 

Stone-curlews, Thick-knees  Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

We had a few sightings of these nocturnal birds at their daytime roost around various dams in the Kruger. 

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 

We saw a few on our night drive in the Kruger National Park. 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopoidae 
African Oystercatcher (E)        Haematopus moquini 

Sightings of these endangered birds were had at various locations along the Cape coastline. 

 

Stilts, Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Excellent views of these long legged water birds were had at various small pans throughout the tour. 

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

We had great views at various pans during the tour. 

  

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 

This common species was recorded on many days. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Blacksmith Plover. 

White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 

A few of these attractive birds were seen at a dam in the Kruger National Park. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is White-headed Lapwing. 

Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus  

A couple of these smart lapwings were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

This common species was recorded on many days. 

African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 

Good sightings were had at the start of the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Wattled Lapwing 

Grey Plover          Pluvialis squatarola 

A few birds were recorded at Langebaan estuary, towards the end of the tour. 

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 

We recorded this smart little plover at various pans during the tour. 
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Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

Good numbers were had at many of the water bodies throughout the tour. 

White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus 

We had excellent sightings at St. Lucia and later at Langebaan. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 

The lovely long-toed lily-trotter was seen in good numbers on the Muzi pan and in Kruger National Park. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis 

We had good sightings at two pans en route to Wakkerstroom. 

Whimbrel           Numenius phaeopus 

A few were seen in Langebaan. 

Eurasian Curlew          Numenius arquata 

This long-billed shore bird was seen in Langebaan. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Good sightings in the St. Lucia area. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

We had a good views of three early returning birds at the St. Lucia estuary mouth. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

Large numbers of these grey-headed gulls were seen close to the Johannesburg airport with chicks, and later 

at St. Lucia. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Gray-hooded Gull. 

Hartlaub’s Gull (RE)         Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

This was the most common gull on the latter part of the tour. 

Kelp Gull          Larus dominicanus 

Good numbers were seen during the latter part of the tour. 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 

Excellent views were had of these large terns at St. Lucia. 

Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 

Good numbers were seen roosting and bathing at St. Lucia.  
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Great Crested Tern. 

Arctic Tern          Sterna paradisaea 

A single bird was seen flying past the boat whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Antarctic Tern Sterna vittata 

A few birds were also seen flying by the boat whilst on the pelagic trip. 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 

A couple of these inland terns were seen at Nsumo and Musi pans. 

 

Skuas  Stercorariidae 
Brown Skua Stercorarius antarcticus 

We had a good sighting of this large scavenging bird whilst on the pelagic. 

 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove Columba livia 

This very successful city coloniser was recorded at various towns throughout the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Rock Pigeon. 

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 

This large species was commonly seen everywhere outside the low-lying savannah areas. 

African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix 

A few of these large yellow-billed forest pigeons were seen in the Karkloof area. 
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NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Rameron Pigeon. 

Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon Columba delegorguei 

Unfortunately this bird was only heard and not seen whilst in Dlinza forest. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Delegorgue's Pigeon. 
Lemon Dove Columba larvata 

Unfortunately not seen by all as two birds were disturbed from the undergrowth in Dlinza forest. 

Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens 

This attractive dove was recorded in the various camps in the Kruger National Park. 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 

Recorded regularly throughout. 

Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 

This common dove was recorded throughout the tour.  

Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 

Another of the more widespread doves was encountered during most of the tour. 
NOTE: Clements uses a different genus from IOC and uses Streptopelia. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

Good sightings in Kruger and Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Namaqua Dove         Oena capensis 

This attractive long tailed dove was seen on a single occasion at the start of the tour. 

African Green Pigeon Treron calvus 

We had excellent views of this striking pigeon in the Kruger National Park. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Brown-headed Parrot Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 

Excellent views in the Kruger National Park. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 
Livingstone’s Turaco         Tauraco livingstonii 

We had great sightings of these stunningly coloured birds in forests around St. Lucia. 

Knysna Turaco E Tauraco corythaix 

About 20 of these eye-catching birds were seen in the Karkloof area. 

Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Stunning views were had whilst in Mkhuze. 

Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor 

We had good views in the Kruger. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Burchell's Coucal Centropus burchellii 

We had excellent views of these birds sunning themselves in the Kruger. 
NOTE: IOC has spilt White-browed Coucal from Burchell’s Coucal; Clements lumps this species with White-browed 

Coucal as Centropus superciliosus. 

Green Malkoha (Yellowbill)        Ceuthmochares aereus 

This extremely tricky forest bird was first heard calling and then located at St. Lucia. 

Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas 

We had a singleton towards the end of the tour. 

 

Barn Owls  Tytonidae 
Barn Owl          Tyto alba 

A single bird was heard calling at our lodge on the first evening of the tour, but refused to show itself. 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis 

We enjoyed excellent views of this tiny owl calling in one of the camps in Kruger. 

Spotted Eagle-Owl         Bubo africanus 
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A single bird was located roosting in the gardens of our guest house in Wakkerstroom. 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

Excellent sightings of this diurnal owlet were had in the Kruger National Park. 

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 
Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis 

Unfortunately this bird was only heard calling and not seen. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

This delicate, long-tailed swift was recorded at several localities. 

African Swift         Apus barbatus 

A few individuals were seen at the Strandfontein sewage works. 
Little Swift Apus affinis 

The most common swift of the region was seen regularly during the tour. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 

This common mousebird was recorded at several localities. 

White-backed Mousebird (RNE)       Colius colius 

This attractive, arid-loving mousebird was recorded during the latter part of the tour. 

Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 

Seen at a few localities during the tour and heard more often than seen. 
 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina 

Excellent views of a male and female bird were had in Dlinza forests. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Purple Roller Coracias naevius 

A few of these large purple rollers were seen in Kruger National Park. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Rufous-crowned Roller. 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 

This strikingly beautiful roller was seen at several localities during the tour. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 

A woodland kingfisher, it was fairly common with good sightings being had throughout the tour. 

Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 

A sighting of this small woodland kingfisher was had in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 

We encountered this little gem at various water-bodies. 

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 

This huge kingfisher was seen fishing over the Sabie River in the Kruger and later again in the 

Wakkerstroom area. 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

The world’s most widespread kingfisher was found at many water bodies during the tour.  
 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

We had good sightings of this smart bee-eater in the Kruger and later in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 

Good sightings of this colourful bee-eater were had in the Kruger. 
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Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

This charismatic species was seen well in Kruger and later again during the tour. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Eurasian Hoopoe as Upupa epops 

 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

This appealing bird was seen at several places during the tour. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Crowned Hornbill Tockus alboterminatus 

Seen in the forests at St. Lucia.  

African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 

Good sightings were had in the Kruger National Park. 

Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris 

These charming hornbills were mainly seen in Kruger. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill RNE Tockus leucomelas 

Good numbers in Kruger and in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Trumpeter Hornbill Bycanistes bucinator 

These large raucous birds were seen well around St.Lucia. 
Note: Clements places this species under the genus Ceratogymna 
 

Ground Hornbills  Bucorvidae 
Southern Ground Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri 

A family group of these interesting and charismatic birds was seen in the Kruger National Park. 

 

African Barbets  Lybiidae 
White-eared Barbet Stactolaema leucotis 

Good numbers were seen in the St. Lucia area. 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus 

Good sightings in the St. Lucia area. 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus 

A good sighting was had in the sand forest close to our lodge in Mkhuze. 

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus 

We saw one of these rather shy barbets in the Kruger. 

Acacia Pied Barbet RNE Tricholaema leucomelas 

A pair of these lovely birds was seen by only a few at Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Pied Barbet. 

Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 

We had good sightings of these duetting birds in Kruger and St. Lucia. 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This brightly patterned barbet was seen in Mkhuzi and in the Kruger National Park. 
 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Brown-backed Honeybird Prodotiscus regulus 

A pair of these uncommon honeybirds was seen well in iSimangaliso Wetland Park.  

Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 

A brief view of a bird flying past us was had at a waterhole in Kruger, unfortunately not seen by all. 

Scaly-throated Honeyguide Indicator variegatus 

After much searching we found this bird in the Karkloof area after brief glimpses the day before. 

Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator 

Two birds, an adult and juvenilem were seen en route to the Kruger National Park 
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Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Red-throated Wryneck Jynx ruficollis 

A bird was seen perched on top of a tree in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 

Good views in the Kruger. 

Ground Woodpecker Geocolaptes olivaceus 

Excellent sightings of these ground nesting woodpeckers were had up Sani Pass.  

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

We had several good views of this small woodpecker during the tour. 

Olive Woodpecker Dendropicos griseocephalus 

Unfortunately only heard calling and not seen. 

 

Wattle-eyes, Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (NE)     Batis capensis 

Good views of these smart forest birds were enjoyed in the Dlinza forest. 
Woodward’s Batis (E)     Batis fratrum 

We had a good sighting in St. Lucia. 

Chinspot Batis      Batis molitor 

Mainly seen in the Kruger National Park, we also had other sightings in Mkhuze and False Bay. 
Black-throated Wattle-eye    Platysteira peltata 

We managed great views of these magnificent little birds in St. Lucia. 

  

Helemetshrikes  Prionopidae 
White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus 

A group was seen in the Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
Note: Clements just calls this bird White Helmetshrike 

 

Bushshrikes  Malaconotidae 
Grey-headed Bushshrike        Malaconotus olivaceus 

Good views of a single bird in Mkhuze. 

Olive Bushshrike RNE Chlorophoneus olivaceus 

This forest bushshrike was seen around St. Lucia. 
NOTE: Clements places this species under the genus Telophorus 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

We had a good sighting in the Kruger National Park and later around our lodge at Hluhluwe. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike and places this species under the genus Telophorus. 

Four-colored Bushshrike Telophorus quadricolor 

This stunning bird was seen well in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Bokmakierie RNE Telophorus zeylonus 

We enjoyed a good sighting of a pair of these charismatic birds in the Wakkerstroom area and then again in 

the latter part of the tour.  

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 

This charming bird was seen well in the Kruger National Park. 

Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 

A few birds were seen in the Kruger National Park. 

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 

Good views were had throughout the tour. 

Southern Boubou RE Laniarius ferrugineus 

We had good sightings of this endemic boubou during the latter part of the tour. 

Crimson-breasted Shrike (RNE) Laniarius atrococcineus 

This gaudy shrike was seen well on the first two days of the tour in the more arid woodlands. 

Brubru Nilaus afer 

This striking bird was only seen once during the tour. 
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Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 

We had a good sighting of this smart bird whilst walking around St. Lucia. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus 

This striking species was seen in good numbers in the woodlands of the Kruger National Park. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Corvinella 
Southern White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus anguitimens 

We managed to record two of these wonderful shrikes in the Kruger National Park. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is White-crowned Shrike. 

Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 

This is a common bird throughout South Africa and was seen on most days. 

 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

Excellent views of this stunning bird were had in the Kruger National Park. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is African Black-headed Oriole 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus ludwigii 

Most views were had around the forests of St. Lucia and surrounding areas. 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

This charismatic species was recorded on most days during the tour. 

 

Monarches  Monarchidae 
Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 

After a bit of searching we final got good views of this charming flycatcher. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is African Crested Flycatcher. 

African Paradise Flycatcher        Terpsiphone viridis 

A single male bird was seen well at Cape Vidal. 

 

Crows  Corvidae 
House Crow Corvus splendens 

This introduced species was seen whilst travelling around Cape Town. 

Cape Crow Corvus capensis 

We had sightings in higher-lying areas around Wakkerstroom and the latter part of the tour in the Karoo. 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

Good numbers of these birds we seen on the tour, mainly around urban areas. 

White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 

We recorded this species up Sani pass and later in the mountain areas towards the end of the tour. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Cape Rockjumper (E)     Chaetops frenatus 

We finally caught up with this charismatic and handsome endemic on our last day of the tour! 

Drakensberg Rockjumper (E)    Chaetops aurantius 

Excellent views were had of this attractive endemic whilst at Sani. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (RE)     Stenostira scita 

We had good views of this little flycatcher towards the end of the tour. 

 

Tits, Chickadees  Paridae 
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Southern Black Tit Parus niger 

A bird we encountered on a few occasions, especially in bushveld habitats. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Melaniparus 
Grey Tit (RE) Parus afer 

We had a good sighting whilst at the top of Sani pass. 

 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 
Grey Penduline Tit         Anthoscopus caroli 

A group of these diminutive tits was seen in a feeding party at our lodge in Hluhluwe. 

 

Nicators  Nicatoridae 
Eastern Nicator Nicator gularis 

A good sighting was had in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 

We saw a bird on the first day of the tour and later in iSimangaliso. 

Eastern Clapper (RNE) Mirafra fasciolata 

We had a singleton in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Sabota Lark (RNE)         Calendulauda sabota 

A few sightings of this common and widespread species in Kruger. 

Karoo Lark (E)         Calendulauda albescens 

Good sightings of this endemic lark were had in the West Coast National Park 

Eastern Long-billed Lark E Certhilauda semitorquata 

Good views above Wakkerstroom. 

Spike-heeled Lark RNE Chersomanes albofasciata 

This unusual lark was first seen around Wakkerstroom. 

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 

Large numbers of these gregarious larks were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Large-billed Lark (E)        Galerida magnirostris 

Our first sighting was on the barren grasslands of Lesotho and then later in the West Coast National Park. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Cape Bulbul (E)         Pycnonotus capensis 

This common bulbul was recorded often during the latter part of the tour in the right habitat. 

Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor 

This common bird was seen throughout the tour. 
Note: Clements lumps this bird with Common, Somali and Dodson’s Bulbul as Common Bulbul P. barbatus 

Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 

A species that is far more often heard than seen, good sightings were had in St. Lucia. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 

We enjoyed good numbers, particularly around Mkhuze and St. Lucia. 

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Again, good numbers of these gregarious birds were seen in and around St. Lucia. 

 

Swallows, Martins  Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

This smart bird was seen well in the right habitats. 

Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

Good sightings at a golf course in Hazyview. 

Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola 

A few of these small aerial feeders were seen around some small streams in the Wakkerstroom area. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Plain Martin. 

White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 
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A number of these smart swallows were recorded in the Kruger National Park. 

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

First seen in the Kruger National Park and later at Musi pan. 

Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

A few birds were seen well towards the end of the tour. 

Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata 

We saw these attractive swallows in Kruger. 

 

Crombecs, African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird (RE)     Sphenoeacus afer 

Excellent sightings of this striking bird were enjoyed in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Long-billed (Cape) Crombec    Sylvietta rufescens 

We found this almost tail-less species around the more arid areas. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Cape Crombec. 
Victorin’s Warbler (E)     Cryptillas victorini 

Unfortunately this smart and tricky endemic was only heard and not seen. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

A small group was seen at a pan in the Middleburg area and at the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

Dark-capped Yellow Warbler Iduna natalensis 

This attractive yellow warbler was seen in rank grass in the Umlalazi Nature Reserve. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Locustellidae 
Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 

This skulking inhabitant of dense reedbeds gave us brief views in Kruger. 

Barratt’s Warbler (RNE)        Bradypterus barratti 

A skulking inhabitant of dense forest undergrowth, we managed brief views in the Karkloof. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola        Cisticola erythrops 

This reed-loving little cisticola was seen along the Sabie River in the Kruger. 

Lazy Cisticola Cisticola aberrans 

We had good sightings on an early morning walk at our lodge outside of Kruger. 

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 

This noisy and conspicuous species was recorded almost daily at bushveld locations during the tour. 

Grey-backed Cisticola (RNE)        Cisticola subruficapilla 

We had good sightings on the latter part of the tour. 

Wailing Cisticola Cisticola lais 

We recorded this species in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Rufous-winged Cisticola RNE Cisticola galactotes 

This range-restricted species of tall reeds was seen at St. Lucia estuary. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with 4 others under the name Winding Cisticola C. galactotes 
Levaillant’s Cisticola Cisticola tinniens 

Good sightings at Wakkerstroom. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Tinkling Cisticola. 

Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis 

We had good views of this large cisticola in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Neddicky Cisticola fulvicapilla 

This plain little bird was recorded on our first day of the tour. 

Zitting Cisticola         Cisticola juncidis 

Seen on the road to Cape Vidal. 

Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 

We found this little cisticola in the Kruger National Park. 
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Wing-snapping Cisticola Cisticola ayresii 

This tiny little bird was seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava 

We had many sightings of this charismatic species in the beginning of the tour. 

Black-chested Prinia           Prinia flavicans 

A pair of these birds was recorded on our second day of the tour en route to Kruger. 

Karoo Prinia (RE)          Prinia maculosa 

Good numbers during the latter part of the tour. 

Drakensberg Prinia  Prinia hypoxantha 

These charming little birds were seen in the Wakkerstroom area and later on Sani Pass. 

Namaqua Warbler (RE)         Phragmacia substriata 

Brief views in a drainage line in the Karoo. 

Bar-throated Apalis   Apalis thoracica 

We saw these lovely little birds in the West Coast National Park. 

Rudd's Apalis RE  Apalis ruddi 

Excellent sightings in the sand forest near Hluhluwe. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida 

Good numbers were had during the tour. 
Rufous-eared Warbler (RE)        Malcorus pectoralis 

We had good views of these very attractive warblers in the Karoo. 

Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 

Good sightings of this tiny species were enjoyed at a number of sites in KwaZulu-Natal. 
Note: Clements lumps the two Camaroptera species as Greenbacked Camaroptera [Camaroptera brachyura]. 
Stierling’s Wren-Warbler Calamonastes stierlingi 

An excellent sighting of this barred warbler was had in the gardens of our lodge outside Kruger. 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela        Eremomela icteropygialis 

Two birds were seen briefly in the Karoo. 

Karoo Eremomela (RE)        Eremomela gregalis 

We managed good views of a small group of these lovely little birds in the Karoo. 

Burnt-necked Eremomela Eremomela usticollis 

We saw a small group on our second day en route to Kruger. 

 

Laughingthrushes  Leiothrichidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

A number of sightings, mainly in Kruger National Park. 

Southern Pied Babbler Turdoides bicolor 

We enjoyed good views of these more arid-loving species on our first two days of our tour. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Syliidae 
Bush Blackcap          Lioptilus nigricapillus 

Good views in a patch of forest in the Karkloof. 

Chestnut-vented Warbler (RNE)       Sylvia subcaeruleum 

A number of sightings were had, mainly during the first two days of the tour. 

Layard’s Warbler (RE)       Sylvia layardi 

We managed good views of this plain but cheerful warbler towards the end of the tour. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye RE Zosterops capensis 

Good sightings of this common species were had throughout the tour. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with the Orange River White-eye Zosterops pallidus as Cape White-eye Zosterops 

pallidus. 

African Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis 

We had a large group of these attractive little birds in St. Lucia. 
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Sugarbirds  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)         Promerops cafer 

We enjoyed excellent views of these beautiful long-tailed sugarbirds in the Cape fynbos areas. 

Gurney's Sugarbird (RE)        Promerops gurneyi 

We had excellent sightings of these endemics feeding on proteas en route to Sani pass. 

  

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 

A species that was introduced to Durban in 1900 that is very common around urban centres. 

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

This introduced species were seen around the seaside town of Langebaan. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is European Starling. 
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 

A small group was seen in the West Coast National Park. 

Black-bellied Starling Notopholia corrusca 

This dark forest species was seen very well around St. Lucia. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Black-bellied Glossy-Starling and places the genus under Lamprotornis. 
Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 

We had daily sightings of these iridescent birds in the Kruger National Park and later in Mkhuze. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Cape Glossy Starling. 
Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Good sightings in the Kruger National Park. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Greater Blue-eared Glossy-Starling. 
Burchell's Starling RNE Lamprotornis australis 

We observed this large iridescent starling in Kruger.  
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Burchell’s Glossy Starling.  

Pied Starling E Lamprotornis bicolor 

Good numbers of this endemic were seen in the Wakkerstroom grasslands and then later in the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is African Pied Starling. 
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

This large starling was seen at various spots throughout. 

Pale-winged Starling (RNE) Onychognathus nabouroup 

A brief sighting was had of a small group in the Karoo. 

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 
Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

These birds were seen well in the Mkhuze Game Reserve descending on animals at the waterhole and also in 

the Kruger National Park. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Orange Ground Thrush Geokichla gurneyi 

We had excellent sightings of this uncommon thrush in the Karkloof area. 

Spotted Ground Thrush Geokichla guttata 

Good views of a pair of these range-restricted birds in Dlinza forest. 

Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsitsirupa 

Excellent sightings of a few birds en route to Kruger. 

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana 

We had an excellent view on an afternoon walk in a camp whilst in Kruger. 

Olive Thrush RE Turdus olivaceus 

Whilst birding in the Karkloof we managed exceptional views of this shy forest-loving species. 

Karoo Thrush RE Turdus smithi 

Seen whist driving some back roads near Ceres. 

  

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 
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Good sightings during the latter part of the tour. 

White-throated Robin-Chat RE Cossypha humeralis 

We had good views in the sand forest near our lodge at Hluhluwe. 

White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 

An excellent sighting of a single bird was had in Lower Sabie camp in the Kruger National Park. 

Red-capped Robin-Chat Cossypha natalensis 

We had a few good sightings of this lovely little robin in the forests around St.Lucia. 

Chorister Robin-Chat E Cossypha dichroa 

This often difficult bird was fortunately seen well in the Karkloof area. 

Bearded Scrub Robin Erythropygia quadrivirgata 

Seen very well whilst birding in the sand forests around Hluhluwe. 

Brown Scrub Robin (E)        Cercotrichas signata 

Fantastic views were enjoyed at Cape Vidal. 

White-browed Scrub Robin Erythropygia leucophrys 

Good sightings in the Kruger National Park. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Red-backed Scrub Robin and places the genus in Cercotrichas. 
Kalahari Scrub Robin         Erythropygia paena 

We saw one on the first day of the tour. 

Karoo Scrub-Robin (RE)        Erythropygia coryphoeus 

Excellent views were had during the latter part of the tour. 

African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

A common bird in South Africa, we had good sightings in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Buff-streaked Chat E Campicoloides bifasciatus 

We enjoyed views of this smart endemic on rocky slopes in the Wakkerstroom area. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Buff-streaked Bushchat. 

Capped Wheatear         Oenanthe pileata 

A single male bird was seen en route to Ceres. 

Mountain Wheatear RNE Oenanthe monticola 

A few were seen in the Karoo. 

Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris 

We found of this easily overlooked bird in the Karoo. 

Sickle-winged Chat         Emarginata sinuata 

Good sightings alongside a road in the Karoo. 

Karoo Chat (RNE)         Emarginata sinuate 

Regular views were had during the latter part of the tour. 

Tractrac Chat (RNE)         Emarginata tractrac  

A pair of this small, pale chat was seen well along the road in the Karoo. 

Ant-eating Chat RNE Myrmecocichla formicivora 

We had highest numbers of these delightful birds in the Wakkerstroom district.  
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Southern Anteater-Chat. 

Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

A pair of these rock loving birds was seen en route to the Kruger National Park. 

Cape Rock Thrush (E)         Monticola rupestris 

We had good sightings of these smart birds towards the latter part of the tour. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush E Monticola explorator 

A few birds were seen exceptionally well in Lesotho. 

Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 

We had them at a number of locations, especially in the Kruger National Park. 

Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus 

A pair was seen in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Marico Flycatcher RNE Bradornis mariquensis 

Seen well during the first two days of the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Mariqua Flycatcher. 

Fiscal Flycatcher RE Sigelus silens 

Seen well in Kruger and later in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Spotted Flycatcher         Muscicapa striata 
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An unseasonal bird was seen in the lodge gardens outside of Kruger. 

Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens 

Singletons were seen in the Kruger and later in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 

Largest numbers of these small flycatchers were had around St. Lucia and Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher Myioparus plumbeus 

A sighting of a single bird was had in the beginning of the tour and then later in Mkhuze. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 

This little gem was seen a scattered localities throughout. 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)        Anthobaphes violacea 

Excellent sightings of this dazzling endemic were had in the Cape. 

Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 

Good numbers were seen around St. Lucia and later in Dlinza. 
NOTE: Clements splits the Olive Sunbird into Eastern [Cyanomitra olivacea] and Western [Cyanomitra obscura] Olive Sunbird, IOC 

does not recognise this split. 

Grey Sunbird Cyanomitra veroxii 

We had excellent views of a male bird in the sand forest near Hluhluwe. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Mouse-colored Sunbird. 
Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina 

Good views of this beautiful sunbird were had at a forest patch in the Karkloof. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 

We had various sightings of this stunning species during the tour. 

Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 

We had good sightings of a bird feeding on an aloe in Langerbaan.  

Southern Double-collared Sunbird E Cinnyris chalybeus 

We enjoyed good views of this dazzling little sunbird during the latter part of the tour. 

Neergaard’s Sunbird Cinnyris neergaardi 

We had good views in False Bay Park. 

Greater Double-collared Sunbird E Cinnyris afer 

Great views were had in a flowering tree in the Karkloof area. 

Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 

We enjoyed excellent sightings of this gorgeous bird feeding on flowering aloes in the Kruger. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Mariqua Sunbird. 

Purple-banded Sunbird Cinnyris bifasciatus 

Good sightings in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 

A very small iridescent species, recorded well around Kruger. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is White-breasted Sunbird. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
White-browed Sparrow-weaver       Plocepasser mahali 

Some nesting birds were seen during our first two days of the tour. 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

This introduced species was commonly seen in most urban areas. 

Cape Sparrow RNE Passer melanurus 

We recorded this species in the Wakkerstroom area and again later in the Karoo. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 

Good numbers were seen at a waterhole in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Yellow-throated Petronia Gymnoris superciliaris 

We had good views of a few birds in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Petronia 

 

Weavers, Widowbirds  Ploceidae 
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Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 

Seen in Kruger National Park. 

Scaly Weaver (RNE) Sporopipes squamifrons 

We had a brief sighting of this small arid weaver on our second day of the tour. 

Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 

Good views in the St. Lucia area. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Grosbeak Weaver. 

Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 

Good views were had of these smart weavers in the Karkloof area. 

Cape Weaver E Ploceus capensis 

Birds sporting their non-breeding plumage were seen around Wakkerstroom and later again in the West 

Coast National Park. 

Eastern Golden Weaver Ploceus subaureus 

Good numbers were seen around St. Lucia. 

Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius 

These pale-eyed weavers were seen in the Kruger National Park. 

Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 

The most commonly seen weaver during the tour. 

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 

Good sightings in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Dark-backed Weaver Ploceus bicolor 

We managed good views around St. Lucia. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Forest Weaver. 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

A few small flocks of these largely gregarious birds were seen in the Kruger National Park. 

Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 

These birds were in non-breeding plumage and were seen well around Wakkerstroom. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Red Bishop. 

Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 

Non-breeding birds were seen at the base of Sani Pass. 

Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 

Birds sporting orange wing patches in their non-breeding plumage were seen in the Mkhuze area. 
White-winged Widowbird Euplectes albonotatus 

A group in their non-breeding plumage, with their distinctive yellow and white wing bars, was seen in 

Kruger. 

Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne 

We had many non-breeding birds in the higher altitude grasslands around Wakkerstroom.  

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies  Estrildidae 
Green-winged Pytilia  Pytilia melba 

A great view of a pair was had in Kruger and later in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Red-headed Finch          Amadina erythrocephala 

A few were seen on the side walk after leaving our hotel in Johannesburg. 

Green Twinspot         Mandingoa nitidula 

A brief sighting of a pair was had at Cape Vidal. 

Pink-throated Twinspot RE Hypargos margaritatus 

Good views of this much sought-after bird were enjoyed in the Hluhluwe area. 

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 

Good views in the Kruger. 

African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata 

We saw a pair of these attractive birds on the first day of the tour. 

Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 

This species was commonly recorded around Mkhuze and Kruger, with large flocks at the hide in Mkhuze. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Blue-breasted Cordonbleu. 

Swee Waxbill (RE)         Coccopygia melanotis 

Good sightings of a flock feeding on the lawns in Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. 
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Grey Waxbill Estrilda perreini 

We managed brief views in the sand forest at our lodge near Hluhluwe. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Black-tailed Waxbill. 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

Small flocks were seen at a number of scattered locations throughout. 

Black-faced Waxbill         Estrilda erythronotos 
A small flock was seen on the first day of the tour. 

African Quailfinch Ortygospiza fuscocrissa 

After a very brief sighting of birds flying off in the Kruger, we managed some excellent views in the 

Wakkerstroom area. 

Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata 

Small flocks were seen around Wakkerstroom and later in the Karkloof. 

Red-backed (Black&white) Mannikin       Lonchura nigriceps 

A brief sighting of a small flock was had in the Karkloof area. 
Note: Clements places both these above birds in the genus Spermestes 

 

Indigobirds, Whydahs  Viduidae 
Pin-tailed Whydah         Vidua macroura 

Non-breeding birds were seen in Wakkerstroom area. 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah        Vidua paradisaea 
Birds in their non-breeding plumage were seen at a small waterhole in the Kruger National Park. 

 

Wagtails, Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

This charismatic species was recorded regularly throughout. 

Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara 

We were fortunate to locate a few of these forest wagtails along a river in the Karkloof. 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

Excellent sightings in the Kruger and at various other sites along the tour. 

Cape Longclaw RE Macronyx capensis 

Good numbers were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 

We had a couple of sightings at various localities. 

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 

This widespread pipit was seen at various localities throughout the tour. 
Yellow-breasted Pipit         Anthus chloris 
A pair of birds sporting their non-breeding plumage was seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Forest Canary E Crithagra scotops 

Excellent sightings were enjoyed of a small group in the Karkloof. 

Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 

We saw these attractive little canaries at various sites. 

Cape Siskin (E)         Crithagra totta 

A small group of these lovely endemics was seen in the Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. 

Drakensberg Siskin (E)        Crithagra symonsi 
Good numbers were enjoyed at the top of Sani Pass. 

Yellow Canary (RNE)         Crithagra flaviventris 

This good-looking and common canary was seen on most days on the latter part of the tour. 

Brimstone Canary         Crithagra sulphurata 

A pair was seen feeding in a park in the Cape Town area. 
Note: Clements places the above birds in the genus Serinus. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater        Crithagra gularis 

A few were seen en route to Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
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White-throated Canary (RNE)        Crithagra albigularis 

Good sightings during the latter part of the tour. 

Cape Canary (E)         Serinus canicollis 

We had good views of small flocks at several localities. 

 

Buntings & Allies  Emberizidae 
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting RNE       Emberiza tahapisi 
A pair of these dark buntings was seen en route to Mkhuze along a mountain pass. 

Cape Bunting RNE Emberiza capensis 

A pair was seen in the Wakkerstroom area and later on in the tour. 

Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 

Numerous sightings of this really beautiful bunting were had in the Kruger National Park. 

   

  

MAMMAL SPECIES LIST (47 Species, including 1 heard & not seen) 
 

Note: Names and taxanomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdon Field Guide to African 

Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field guides. 

   

Baboons and Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 

Good sightings of these large primates were had in the Kruger National Park. 

Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops 

Troops of these small grey monkeys were seen across the tour in various habitats. 

Samango (Blue) Monkey Cercopithecus mitis 

We had good sightings of this monkey at Cape Vidal. 

 

Bushbabies  Loridae 
Thick-tailed Bush Baby (Greater Galago) Galago crassicaudatus 

We were unfortunate not to see this bush baby although often heard calling during the tour. 

 

Hares and Rabbits  Leporidae 
Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis 

We had sightings of this hare mainly on the night drives done during the tour. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi 

We had numerous in the Kruger National Park. 

Eastern Grey Squirrel    Sciurus carolinensis 

This introduced squirrel has known become a resident of the Cape Town area and we saw a few whilst 

driving around Cape Town. 

 

Porcupines  Hystricidae 
Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis 

We had a good sighting of this large rodent on our night drive in Kruger. 

 

Rats and Mice  Cricetidae and Muridae 
Striped Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio 

We had a sighting of one of these mice in the West Coast National Park. 

Sloggett’s Ice Rat Otomys sloggetti 

Great sightings of this interesting endemic were had on the top of Sani Pass and in Lesotho. 

 

Dogs and Allies  Canidae 
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Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 

These small canids were unfortunately only heard and not seen whilst staying in the Kruger. 

 

Mustelids  Mustelidae 
Cape Clawless Otter Aonyx capensis 

Four of these lovely creatures entertained us at Wakkerstroom wetland. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestridae 
Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguinea 

A couple of sightings were had of these black-tail-tip mongoose during the tour. 

Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula 

Good sightings of this small social mongoose were had in the Kruger. 

Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 

A small group of this larger social mongoose were seen in St. Lucia. 

Yellow Mongoose (RNE) Cynictis penicillata 

Good numbers of this yellow mongoose were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Suricate (Meerkat) (RNE) Suricata suricatta 

We had good sightings of this now-famous little creature in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Hyaenas  Hyaenidae 
Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta 

Sightings were had of this large and powerful creature in the Kruger National Park. 

 

Genets and Civets  Viverridae 
African Civet Civettictis civetta 

A brief sighting on a night drive is Kruger was had. 

 

Cats  Felidae 
Lion Panthera leo 

Good sightings of numerous lion prides were had during our stay in the Kruger. 

Leopard Panthera pardus 

We were fortunate to have two separate leopard sightings during our stay in the Kruger National Park. 

  

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis 

A brief sighting of this strange mammal was had in the Wakkerstroom area and later in the Cape. 

 

Elephants  Elephantidae 
African Elephant  Loxodonta africana 

We had some stunning sightings of the world’s largest land mammal whilst in the Kruger National Park. 

 

Horses  Equidae 
Common (Plains/Burchell's) Zebra Equus burchelli 

Good sightings were had in the Kruger National Park and later in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Rhinoceroses  Rhinocerotidae 
Black (Hooked-lipped) Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis 

We had a brief but exciting sighting of one in the Kruger NP. 

White (Square-lipped) Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum 

An excellent sighting of a cow and calf was had in the Kruger National Park and later in Mkhuze Game 

Reserve. 
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Hippopotamuses  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius 

Numerous sightings of these large water-loving animals were had in various spots along the tour. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 

Good sightings were had both inside and outside various reserves during the tour.  

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 
Giraffe  Giraffa camelopardalis 

The tallest land mammal was seen on numerous occasions in the Kruger and Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Bovids and Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
African Buffalo Syncerus caffer 

We had numerous sightings of this powerful bovid in Kruger. 

Eland Taurotragus oryx 

We had a distant sighting of these large antelope in the foothills of the Drakensberg Mountains. 

Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

Excellent sightings of these spiral horned antelope were had in Kruger and Mkhuze. 

Nyala Tragelaphus angasii 

These eye-catching antelope were seen in good numbers whilst in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 

We had good sightings of these shy antelope whilst in the Kruger National Park. 

Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus 

Good sightings were had in Kruger. 

Mountain Reedbuck Redunca fulvorufula 

A small group of these antelope was seen on the Sani Pass. 

Common Reedbuck Redunca arundinum 

We were fortunate to have a couple of good sightings around the Karkloof. 

Grey Rhebok (E) Pelea capreolus 

A fortunate sighting of these uncommon antelope was had on Sani Pass. 

Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus 

One of the more numerous species we encountered in the Kruger National Park and in Mkhuze Game 

Reserve. 

Blesbok (Bontebok) E Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi 

A small group of these endemic antelope was seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Impala Aepyceros melampus 

By far the most numerous antelope species we encountered during our tour. 

Springbok          Antidorcas marsupialis 

A few of these well adapted arid specialists were seen in the Karoo. 

Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 

A small group of these rock-loving antelope was seen at Rooiels. 

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 

This small antelope was encountered a few times during our tour. 

Blue Duiker Cephalophus monticola 

Only brief glimpses were had of these small antelope disappearing into the forests. 

Red Duiker Cephalophus natalensis 

A few of these aptly named antelope were seen in Mkhuze and St.Lucia. 

Common (Grey) Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 

These interesting little antelope were seen on a few occasions throughout the tour. 

 

Pleated Whales  Balaenopteridae 
Hump-backed Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 
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Some of these oceangoing mammals were seen on the pelagic trip off the Western Cape. 

 

Dolphins  Delphinidae 
Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis 

A pod of about 500 dolphins escorted us back to False Bay, a truly amazing sight! 

 

Fur Seals  Otariidae 
Cape Fur Seal Arctocephalus pusillus 

A few seals were seen resting on the open water and later on some were seen resting on the mainland. 

 

REPTILE and AMPHIBIAN SPECIES LIST (11 species) 
Angulate Tortoise (RE) Chersina angulata 

A singleton was seen in the West Coast National Park. 

Marsh (Helmeted) Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa 

We had numerous sightings in the various water bodies in the Kruger National Park. 

Giant Legless Skink Acontias plumbeus 

One was seen crossing the road in Umlalazi Nature Reserve. 

Striped Skink Mabuya striata 

A singleton was seen in the Mkhuze area. 

Variable Skink Mabuya varia 

A few were seen the Kruger National Park. 

Drakensberg Crag Lizard Pseudocordylus melanotus 

We had great sightings of both male and female lizards at the top of Sani Pass. 

Nile (Water) Monitor Varanus niloticus 

We had a few sightings of this water monitor in the Kruger National Park. 

Southern Tree Agama Agama atricollis 

Good sightings of this agama were had in the Kruger National Park.  

Moreau's Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia 

Seen at our guest house in St. Lucia. 

Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 

Good sightings of these ancient reptiles were had in the Kruger and later at St. Lucia. 

Common Platanna        Xenopus laevis 

Our only sighting was unfortunately of one being eaten by a Grey Heron in the Kruger!   
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