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Top 10 birds of the trip as voted by tour participants: 
 

1. Siberian Crane     6.   Taiwan Partridge 

2. Swinhoe’s Pheasant    7.   Mikado Pheasant 

3. Fairy Pitta     8.   Taiwan Barbet 

4. Mountain Scops Owl    9.   Golden Parrotbill 

5. Black-faced Spoonbill    10. Malayan Night Heron 

 

Tour Summary 
 

The beautiful island of Taiwan, or Formosa as it is 

often called, offers so much for birders and nature 

enthusiasts alike. The island harbours 25 officially 

recognised endemic bird species and a further 9 

species that are very likely to be elevated to 

Taiwanese endemic status when split in the near 

future. This gives a grand total of 34 endemic birds 

and, given the island’s small size, excellent 

infrastructure, wonderful food and accommodation 

and spectacular scenery dominated by rugged, forest-

draped mountains, Taiwan makes for the perfect 

birding holiday.  

 

Our inaugural 2015 comprehensive birding tour of 

Taiwan was an immense success. We are proud to 

have seen 24 of the 25 currently recognised endemics 

as well as 8 of the 9 likely future endemics. Endemic 

highlights included such famous and eye-catching 

Taiwanese specialities as the superb Swinhoe’s and 

Mikado Pheasants, shy and elusive Taiwan Partridge, 

spectacular Taiwan Blue Magpie, rare and localized 

Chestnut-bellied (Taiwan Varied) and Yellow Tits, 

skulking Taiwan Wren-babbler (Cup-wing), Black-

necklaced and Taiwan Scimitar Babblers, Rusty and 

White-whiskered Laughingthrushes, very smart 

looking Flamecrest, attractive Collared 

Bush Robin, Taiwan Whistling Thrush 

and Taiwan Rosefinch, to mention just a 

few! A good number of other sought-after 

species that are very difficult to find in 

the rest of their range were also 

encountered during the tour including 

confiding Malayan Night Herons, Chinese 

(Swinhoe’s) Egret in full breeding 

plumage, Black-faced Spoonbill, 

exquisite Fairy Pitta, Japanese Paradise 

Flycatcher, Golden Parrotbill, Collared 

Finchbill, White-bellied and Whistling 

(Taiwan) Green Pigeons, Ryukyu (Lanyu) 
Malayan Night Heron by Tom Heatley 

Black-faced Spoonbill by Glen 

Valentine 
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and Mountain Scops Owls, Bulwer’s 

Petrel, Streaked Shearwater and a 

completely unexpected bonus in the 

form of a vagrant Siberian Crane. 

Sensational! 

 

This was our adventure… 

 

Arriving in the bustling, thriving, lush 

and humid city of Taipei we were keen 

to get stuck into some Taiwanese 

birding, and so with most of the group 

having already arrived we made our 

way into central Taipei, where the 

National Botanical Gardens protects a 

small tract of native habitat within a 

sea of urbanisation. Almost the first bird we saw was a stunning adult Malayan Night Heron 

standing in the open on the lawn at the entrance gate! We watched and photographed this 

highly prized species, which is almost never encountered anywhere else in its fairly extensive 

range. Soon afterwards we were admiring beautiful Taiwan Barbets, abundant Light-vented 

(Chinese) and Black Bulbuls, Japanese White-eye, White-breasted Waterhen and Red Turtle 

Dove. We continued through the beautiful gardens enjoying the abundant birdlife and also 

managed to find an active group of Taiwan Scimitar Babbler, a male Black-naped Monarch, 

singing Oriental Magpie-Robin and White-rumped Shama, Grey Treepie, Scaly-breasted 

Munia and several more Malayan Night Herons.   

 

In the afternoon we visited an area of flooded rice paddies and ponds on the north-west coast. 

Scouring this habitat gave us notable species such as Greater Painted-snipe, Little Ringed and 

Kentish Plovers, Common Redshank, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Yellow-bellied and Plain 

Prinias, Brown Shrike and Black-collared Starling. A nearby estuary was our final birding 

locality for the day and here we were thrilled to encounter many migrant species that were 

still hanging around before heading north to breed. Noteworthy encounters included Eastern 

Yellow and Grey Wagtails, Grey-tailed Tattler, Terek Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint and 

Pacific Golden Plover, as well as 

both Lesser and Greater Sand 

Plovers in spectacular full breeding 

plumage. The absolute highlight here 

however were the four Chinese 

(Swinhoe’s) Egrets in full nuptials – 

a tremendous way to start the trip! 

 

After a great first day’s introductory 

birding we struck out to the forest-

cloaked hills south of Taipei to begin 

our endemic birding extravaganza in 

earnest. Walking along a forest-lined 

road we managed to pick up the 

splendid Taiwan Blue Magpie, 

scarce and rather secretive Black-

Taiwan Scimitar Babbler by Glen Valentine 

Taiwan Blue Magpie by Glen Valentine 
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necklaced Scimitar Babbler, vivid-blue Taiwan 

Whistling Thrush, Taiwan Barbet, Grey-

cheeked and Dusky Fulvettas, Grey-streaked 

Flycatcher, White-bellied Erpornis, Rufous-

capped Babbler and Rufous-faced Warbler, all 

of which showed fantastically well.  

 

One of the most exciting moments of the trip 

occurred the following day when we found out 

about a vagrant Siberian Crane that had been 

hanging out at a small wetland on Taiwan’s 

north coast since December! What an 

unexpected surprise, and it was with no 

hesitation whatsoever that we started out on our 

mini-twitch for this globally critically 

endangered, rarely-seen and elegant crane. We 

arrived at the site in the late morning and the 

regal, tall white crane stuck out above the 

surrounding egrets like a sore thumb. Fantastic! 

On an all-time high we watched and 

photographed this mega-rarity for an extended 

period and also embarked on a short walk along 

a track through some fields and flooded ditches, which yielded Golden-headed Cisticola, a 

gorgeous female Red-necked Phalarope coming into breeding plumage, several Eastern 

(Chinese) Spot-billed Ducks and a wonderful pair of Vinous-throated Parrotbill. 

 

Leaving the “crane site” at Jinshan we continued our journey south to the famous bird-rich 

reserve of Dasyueshan. We arrived at our accommodation in the late afternoon and quickly 

made our way a little further up the road to an area that regularly yields sightings of the 

handsome and endemic Swinhoe’s Pheasant. We 

were not disappointed as a regal male walked out 

into the road and then fed for a short while at the 

forest edge before retreating into the dense forest 

undergrowth. Fantastic indeed and what a superb 

way to end a brilliant first full day in Taiwan! 

 

We were scheduled to spend two full days in the 

Dasyueshan area but due to inclement weather on 

our second day were restricted to just the one day in 

this endemic-rich region. Our full day birding the 

beautiful and mystical forest along the Dasyueshan 

Road proved to be one of the most rewarding day’s 

birding of the trip as we racked up a mouth-watering 

selection of Taiwanese endemics, as well as many 

more widespread but no less desirable specialities. 

Working the lower section of the road we were 

rewarded with superb sightings of Collared 

Finchbill, White-bellied Green Pigeon, White-tailed 

Robin, Oriental Cuckoo and endemic Steere’s 

Siberian Crane by Glen Valentine 

Taiwan Yuhina by Tom Heatley 
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Liocichla. A little further 

up the road we added 

further crippling views of 

Swinhoe’s Pheasant, our 

first of many encounters 

with the pleasantly 

common but very attractive 

Taiwan Yuhina and White-

eared Sibia, as well as a 

fly-by Large Hawk-

Cuckoo,  soaring Black 

Eagles, a pair of stunning 

and rather scarce Yellow 

Tit, a small group of 

Taiwan Barwing, several 

pairs of striking Grey-

chinned Minivet, the endemic subspecies of Vivid (Taiwan) Niltava, the creeping Taiwan 

Wren-babbler (Cup-wing), with its almost impossibly loud call (for such a tiny bird!), a large 

flock of Asian House Martins, a female Plumbeous Water Redstart, a juvenile Brown Dipper 

and several flocks of the ultra-confiding White-whiskered Laughingthrush. Higher up around 

the furthest most point of the road we were entertained between intermittent rain by the 

delicately beautiful Grey-headed (Owston’s) Bullfinch, wine-red Taiwan Rosefinch, Taiwan 

Fulvetta, a pair of the brilliant Flamecrest, Collared Bush Robin, the distinctive endemic 

subspecies of Coal Tit, Eurasian Nuthatch and (Taiwan) Yellow-bellied Bush Warbler, as 

well as the show-stopper, a splendid male Mikado Pheasant that paraded around completely 

unperturbed for an extended period. Absolutely superb! In the late afternoon we added a pair 

of the scarce and rather secretive Rusty Laughingthrush to the ever-growing list. We also 

added a few mammals including Perny’s Long-nosed (Red-cheeked) and Red-bellied 

(Pallas’s) Squirrels, as well as the miniscule Maritime (Formosan) Striped Squirrel and the 

large, nocturnal Indian (Formosan) Giant Flying Squirrel while searching for the ghost-like 

Mountain Scops Owl.  

 

Alas, with the rainy weather that had rolled in overnight, we bid farewell to the Dasyueshan 

area and retreated to the lowlands, but not before visiting a nearby river that produced 

sightings of Plumbeous 

Water Redstart, Brown 

Dipper, Striated Prinia, 

Collared Finchbill and 

another Malayan Night 

Heron! Leaving the 

mountains for the time being 

we dropped down into the 

foothills, locating a flock of 

Taiwan Hwamei and a 

perched Crested Goshawk 

along the way. We arrived in 

the Huben area in the late 

morning where a Collared 

Scops Owl was waiting for 

Mikado Pheasant by Glen Valentine 

White-whiskered Laughingthrush by Glen Valentine 
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us on its day roost at a nearby elaborate and 

beautifully-adorned Taoist temple. 

Unfortunately the heavy rain had also enveloped 

the Huben area, which gave us almost zero 

chance of seeing Fairy Pitta today, so after a 

picnic lunch inside the shelter of a nearby 

temple we continued to the south-western coast 

and spent the remainder of the afternoon birding 

the extensive wetlands to the north of Tainan.  

 

Yellow and Cinnamon Bitterns were particularly 

common in the rank, waterside vegetation here 

and we also encountered many Little Grebes in 

stunning full breeding plumage, heaps of Black-

crowned Night Herons and egrets, a few Black-

winged Kites, small numbers of Pied Avocet, 

Eurasian Curlew, Grey-tailed Tattler and Terek 

Sandpiper, an Oriental Pratincole on the deck 

close-by, Caspian, Little, Whiskered and White-

winged Terns, Grey-throated Martin, Striated 

and Pacific Swallows, White-rumped and Scaly-

breasted Munias, several tiny but attractive 

Common Kingfishers and a few Long-tailed Shrikes. 

 

The following day saw us birding the outskirts of Tainan, which gave us Chestnut-tailed 

Starling and Azure-winged Magpie soon after breakfast. We then spent the remainder of the 

morning traversing the extensive Aogu Wetlands in one last attempt to find the endangered 

Black-faced Spoonbill that winters in large numbers along Taiwan’s south-western coastline. 

Most of the birds had already left for their nesting grounds further north but we were in luck 

as we managed to find two remaining spoonbills after a lengthy search. The wetlands also 

turned up many Yellow Bitterns and a lovely Ruddy-breasted Crake, while the nearby Jacana 

Reserve produced the goods in the form of several exquisite Pheasant-tailed Jacanas sporting 

their immaculate breeding plumage. After success at the wetlands we continued our journey 

east towards the Pintung area, which 

gave us views of Chinese (Taiwan) 

Bamboo Partridge, Black-winged 

Cuckooshrike, Grey-capped Pygmy 

Woodpecker, Lesser Coucal, a 

female Japanese Sparrowhawk, yet 

more Malayan Night Herons and the 

main target species: several 

particularly showy Maroon (Red) 

Orioles, a very rarely-seen species 

anywhere else in Taiwan.  

 

From Pintung we continued to the 

south-eastern coastline and the town 

of Kenting, where a stop in at the 

Long Luan Wetland Reserve yielded 

Formosan Rock Macaque by Tom Heatley 

Styan’s Bulbul by Glen Valentine 
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good numbers of the attractive and 

endemic Styan’s Bulbul as well as 

more Eastern Spot-billed Ducks, a 

single Grey Heron and a Western 

Osprey. After lunch we boarded our 

ferry destined for Lanyu (Orchid) 

Island, which lies just off the south-

eastern coast of Taiwan. Our trip out 

proved most productive as we enjoyed 

repeat views of Bulwer’s Petrels (a 

total of 16 birds!), as well as a single 

Streaked Shearwater and several 

handsome, adult Brown Boobies. 

Arriving on the sub-tropical island in 

the mid-afternoon we boarded our 

mini-buses and traversed the small 

villages and narrow streets to our seaside accommodation. Brilliant and inviting turquoise 

blue waters glistened in front of us and looked awfully inviting, but there were some very 

special birds to find so we drove the short distance to where the forested hills reach the road 

encircling the island and began our assault on the island’s sought-after species. They came 

thick and fast and within seconds of arriving at our birding site we were admiring Brown-

eared Bulbul, Lowland White-eye, Whistling (Taiwan) Green Pigeon and Blue Rock Thrush, 

while Common Emerald Dove and Philippine Cuckoo-Dove flashed past us a few times and 

Pacific Swifts were admired in flight close overhead. In the late afternoon we ventured down 

a trail into a forested ravine and this produced the remaining targets on the island: a Northern 

Boobook (Ryukyu Hawk-Owl) on the day roost and a marvellous pair of Japanese Paradise 

Flycatcher, while the calls of a pair of Ryukyu (Lanyu) Scops Owl made them easy to locate 

before darkness set in. We enjoyed another hearty and delicious meal that evening with 

prawns, flying fish and a number of other tasty dishes along with ample bottles of cold, 

Taiwanese beer in the tropical, salty air. Paradise indeed! 

 

We awoke to a gorgeous morning the next day and after a few cups of tea and coffee we 

made our way back to the same 

area that we birded the previous 

afternoon. Here we were treated to 

further views of many of the same 

species seen the previous day along 

with much better sightings of 

Philippine Cuckoo-Dove. The 

journey from our accommodation 

to the harbour also rewarded us 

with two more good quality 

species, namely Pacific Reef Heron 

(both dark and light morph) and a 

flock of clean-cut Black-naped 

Terns, while the ferry trip back to 

the mainland was not quite as 

productive as the trip out but still 

produced several sightings of 

Ryukyu (Lanyu) Scops Owl by Kerry Fairley 

Whistling (Taiwan) Green Pigeon by Glen Valentine 
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Bulwer’s Petrel and a school of 

Common Dolphins.   

 

Next up was the area around the 

small town of Huben, most famous 

for harbouring several breeding pairs 

of Fairy Pitta in the surrounding 

mixed broad-leaved and bamboo 

forest. We spent the final hour of the 

afternoon with “Mr. Fairy Pitta” and 

he was able to show us a nest within 

no time. We struggled to believe him 

at first but there definitely was a 

pitta on the nest. Unfortunately 

however, despite obtaining walk-

away scope views of this rarity, the 

views were a little disappointing as 

we could only see the crown, right eye and bill of the bird. This was better than no sighting at 

all, but we were very keen to get back to the forest as early as possible the next morning to 

obtain good views of this beautiful and much-desired species.  

 

We worked a different patch of forest all the following morning but there was still no sign of 

any pittas until late in the morning, when we drove to another part of the forest. Almost 

immediately upon arriving we could hear the distinctive, repeated, double-note call of a Fairy 

Pitta. Excitement levels mounted as we realized that it was very close. Quietly we stood and 

listened to the continuous calls of the bird, which sounded like they were emanating from the 

mid-canopy straight ahead of us. We tried to pin-point the exact position of the calling bird 

but it was tricky as is always the case with pittas. The bird definitely moved positions a few 

times too and I was just beginning to move onto plan B when Kerry softly announced that she 

had the bird. Her directions were spot-on and within seconds of her finding the bird, which 

was strangely calling away in the highest branches of one of the tallest trees, we were all 

watching a Fairy Pitta in the scope. Excellent views ensued before the bird dropped down off 

its perch back onto the forest floor to feed. What an amazing experience with a truly mega 

bird! During our time in the forests 

surrounding Huben we were also 

entertained with numerous sightings of 

Collared Finchbill, Taiwan Scimitar 

Babbler and Grey-cheeked Fulvetta, as 

well as several White Wagtails. 

Savanna Nightjars were also watched 

in the evening as they hunted over the 

tallest, lit-up buildings near our 

accommodation. 

 

Leaving Huben, we climbed back up 

into the mountains for some welcome 

montane forest birding and some 

respite from the draining heat and 

humidity of the lowlands. Our drive 

White-tailed Robin by Glen Valentine 

Collared Bush Robin by Tom Heatley 
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took us up into the lower Alishan area 

where our wonderful accommodation 

is based on a private tea plantation, 

overlooking the surrounding valleys 

and hills and surrounded by lush, 

verdant evergreen forest. Picking up 

another superb male Maroon Oriole 

and several more Malayan Night 

Herons along the way we arrived at 

our accommodation in the mid-

afternoon, quickly checked in and 

made a hasty retreat to a nearby 

hide/blind where we spent the 

remainder of the afternoon. Our 

patient waiting in the hides paid off 

and we were all rewarded with 

unbeatable views of some of Taiwan’s most beautiful and difficult-to-see species. These 

included a pair of White-tailed Robin, the outlandish Swinhoe’s Pheasant, of which a male 

and female were in almost constant attendance and eventually even brought along their three 

chicks to feed in the open! Then, in the late afternoon, almost as it became too dark to see, we 

were treated to the absolute cherry on top, a family group of four Taiwan Hill Partridge that 

scurried around, called and fed unperturbed right in front of us for several minutes before 

heading off back into the dense, dark forest. Absolutely fantastic! After a delicious, home-

cooked dinner we set out in search of the rarely-seen Mountain Scops Owl but without any 

luck. Following a night-cap of some more local green tea we called it a night with the hope 

that we’d find the owl at our final destination of the trip. 

 

The awe-inspiring vistas and extensive forests of the upper Alishan area beckoned and we 

were to enjoy a full day’s birding in this wonderfully birdy habitat and pleasant climate. A 

party of Eurasian Jay popped up next to the road during the drive up and our first few stops 

along the roadside yielded a good number of quality birds, many of which were Taiwanese 

endemics. Taiwan Fulvetta, Steere’s Liocichla, Taiwan Barwing, White-browed (Taiwan) 

Shortwing, Collared Bush Robin and Taiwan Bush Warbler crept around in the undergrowth, 

while mixed feeding flocks contained familiar but attractive species such as Green-backed 

Tit, Black-throated Bushtit, White-eared 

Sibia and Taiwan Yuhina. Later in the 

morning we managed to obtain scope 

views of a juvenile Mountain Hawk-

Eagle, while the often difficult-to-find 

Golden Parrotbill and rather skulking 

White-browed (Taiwan) Bush Robin were 

located in an area of dense bamboo just 

before lunch. The good birds kept coming 

though as a pair of White-bellied Green 

Pigeon, several noisy and inquisitive 

Spotted Nutcrackers and unafraid White-

whiskered Laughingthrushes were 

admired during our lunch break. Several 

roadside stops in the afternoon produced Maroon (Red) Oriole by Glen Valentine 

Taiwan Partridge by Glen Valentine 
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many of the same species seen in the morning and, 

after a fairly lengthy late afternoon drive, we finally 

arrived at our accommodation in Wushe near the 

fantastically scenic and bird-rich Taroko National Park, 

our destination for the next day. This evening we easily 

located a vocal Collared Scops Owl but the elusive 

Mountain Scops Owl kept evading us. 

 

Our day in the Taroko National Park in Hehuan district 

did not disappoint and rewarded us with a vast array of 

mouth-watering species! Leaving our hotel early we 

drove up the winding and scenic road to the head of 

Hehuan Pass where the vistas were indeed breath-

taking and where Collared Bush Robin, White-

whiskered Laughingthrush and Eurasian Wren hopped 

around our feet. An ultra-showy Taiwan Bush Warbler 

sat up in a bush singing away for ages and several 

Taiwan Rosefinches were also admired. A little further 

on we came up trumps with a confiding Alpine 

Accentor that fed in a parking lot and on the adjacent rocky scree, while (Taiwan) Yellow-

bellied Bush Warbler, Oriental Cuckoo, a party of Flamecrest and a pair of Grey-headed 

(Owston’s) Bullfinch were seen around our mid-morning tea spot. Later in the morning a 

Lesser Cuckoo was heard calling from the road much to our surprise and was quickly found 

perched in the relative open and performed well for scope views. A walk through the forest 

around the Blue Gate Track yielded a pair of Yellow Tit, hordes of Steere’s Liocichla, several 

Taiwan Barwing, extremely vocal White-eared Sibia, abundant Taiwan Yuhina, the aptly-

named Vivid (Taiwan) Niltava, a handsome male Snowy-browed Flycatcher, a female Fire-

breasted Flowerpecker and, after some work, a singing and extremely responsive White-

browed (Taiwan) Shortwing and Taiwan Wren-babbler (Cup-wing) both revealed themselves 

on several occasions. Our final highlight species of the afternoon came in the form of a low-

flying flock of Silver-backed Needletail that cruised past us back and forth, again and again 

for superb views of this often elusive swift.  

 

After one last scrumptious Taiwanese 

dinner we struck out for a final attempt 

at the ghost-bird, the ultra-elusive 

Mountain Scops Owl. This would be 

the night though when this devilishly 

difficult and uncooperative owl would 

go down! We arrived at a good area of 

forest on the outskirts of town and 

within seconds heard the distinctive 

two-note hooting call of this species 

deep down in the valley below. It 

seemed too far away but our local 

guide did not appear to be perturbed 

by the distance of the calling birds and 

he began playing the very familiar call 

of the owl, a call we’d all heard tens, if 
Taiwan Rosefinch by Glen Valentine 

Taiwan Barbet by Tom Heatley 
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not hundreds of times. Several minutes 

went by and we were no closer to 

seeing these little terrors. Richard kept 

playing and after several more minutes 

we noticed that the responses from 

both owls were significantly closer. 

Hmmm, maybe this was it, the moment 

we’d been waiting for during the whole 

trip. Soon the calls were resonating out 

from the tall, densely foliaged trees 

directly ahead of us. Yes, this was it! 

We were going to finally nail the 

sucker after spending so many hours 

trying to see this species. Suddenly a 

blur of wings darted through the subtle, 

wide beam of Richard’s flash-light; it 

was one of the calling owls. Then another flash of wings burst through the beam of light and 

called extremely close. We scurried over to where we thought the bird had landed and from 

where it sounded like the calls were being emitted – and suddenly there it was, in full view in 

our flashlights, tiny, mouse-brown with glowing yellow eyes, Mountain Scops Owl was 

finally in the bag!  

 

Our final day saw us leaving the mountains for the last time and returning to the lowlands and 

the bustling capital of Taipei, where our fabulous Taiwanese birding adventure would 

conclude. We did however have one more scheduled birding stop and this was in a forested 

valley below Wushe, which would be our only reasonable shot at the rare and extremely 

localized Chestnut-bellied (Taiwan Varied) Tit. Almost immediately after arriving and 

exiting the vehicles a small, tit-like bird was seen feeding in the canopy right next to the road. 

There it was, the quarry, Chestnut-bellied Tit, our penultimate endemic! We watched it for 

several minutes and one bird soon turned into two birds and we were able to enjoy excellent 

views of these stunning, endemic birds before they moved on. We spent the next hour 

patrolling the track for the few species that we still needed, however it was already extremely 

humid and the birding was very quiet so we called it a morning and continued the drive to 

Taipei. After our farewell lunch we still 

had some time to kill before our evening 

flights so we made our way to the same 

productive estuary that we visited on the 

afternoon of day one. There was still a 

single Chinese (Swinhoe’s) Egret in full 

nuptials hanging about with a flock of 

Little Egrets, as well as several Red-

necked Stints and Lesser Sand, Greater 

Sand and Kentish Plovers sporting their 

brilliant breeding uniforms. A fitting 

way to end a most enjoyable and 

memorable birding tour of Taiwan! 

 

Thank you to everyone for a fun and 

extremely successful trip! I greatly look 
White-browed (Taiwan) Bush Robin by Glen 

Valentine 

Grey-headed (Owston’s) Bullfinch by Tom Heatley 



Trip Report – RBT Best of Taiwan May / June 2015 12 

 

 

 

forward to sharing many for exciting Rockjumper birding adventures with all of you in the 

near future. 

 
BIRDS (183 species recorded (182 seen and 1 heard (H) only)) 

 

(H) = Heard Only; (E) = Endemic to Taiwan; (E if split) = A distinctive endemic subspecies 

that is likely to be split and given full species status in the near future and will then become 

endemic to Taiwan; CR = Critically Endangered; EN = Endangered; VU = Vulnerable; NT = 

Near Threatened; I = Introduced; NP = National Park 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 

 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). 2015. IOC World Bird List 

(v 5.2). Names in round brackets refer to the alternative name for the species. Names in 

square brackets refer to the IOC name and is often omitted by other authorities. Notes are 

included where the taxonomy may vary between IOC, Clements or Birds of East Asia or 

where future splits are likely. 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Gadwall      Anas strepera 

Two seen at the Aogu Wetlands. 

Eastern (Chinese) Spot-billed Duck   Anas zonorhyncha 

6 at a river in the Jinshan area and a further 8 at the Long Luan Reservoir. 
NOTE: This species has been split from Indian Spot-billed Duck for quite some time. 

Eurasian (Green-winged) Teal   Anas crecca 

One male seen amongst Spot-billed Ducks in the Jinshan area. 
NOTE: IOC recognises Eurasian (Common) Teal and Green-winged Teal as two separate species whereas 

Clements only recognises one species, Green-winged Teal. 

 

Pheasants & Allies  Phasianidae 
Taiwan Partridge - E NT    Arborophila crudigularis 

Superb views of at least 4 birds from the hides above our accommodation in the lower 

Alishan area. 
NOTE: This species is often called Taiwan Hill Partridge. 

Chinese (Taiwan) Bamboo Partridge - E if split Bambusicola thoracicus 

Heard on a few occasions and a male was seen briefly as it crossed the track near our 

accommodation in the Pintung area. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies sonorivox on Taiwan will likely be recognised as a separate endemic species 

(Taiwan Bamboo Partridge) very soon. This split is not yet recognised by either IOC or Clements. 

Swinhoe’s Pheasant – E NT  Lophura swinhoii 

Excellent views were had on consecutive days along the lower Dasyueshan Road as well as 

in the lower Alishan area. 

Mikado Pheasant – E NT  Syrmaticus Mikado 

Fabulous, prolonged views were had of a male at the top of the Dasyueshan Road. 

 

Petrels, Sherawaters  Procellariidae 
Streaked Shearwater  Calonectris leucomelas 

One seen briefly during the ferry trip from Kenting to Lanyu Island. 
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Bulwer’s Petrel  Bulweria bulwerii 

A total of 24 of these summer visitors were seen during the ferry trips to and from Lanyu 

Island.  

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe (Dabchick)  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Small numbers seen at wetlands north of Tainan.  

 

Ibises, Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis - I  Threskiornis aethiopicus 

These introduced ibis were seen around Taipei and again at various wetlands thereafter. 

Black-faced Spoonbill – EN  Platalea minor 

We found two of these much sought-after birds at the Aogu Wetlands. 

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Yellow Bittern     Ixobrychus sinensis 

Good numbers were seen perched and in flight at wetlands north of Tainan. First seen in the 

Jinshan area. 

Cinnamon Bittern     Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 

At least ten were encountered at the Budai Wetlands. 

Malayan Night Heron    Gorsachius melanolophus 

We were thrilled to have such excellent views on so many occasions of this very rarely seen 

species throughout the rest of its range. A total of 13 birds (both adults and juveniles) were 

seen on 7 separate dates. 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

Good numbers seen at water-bodies throughout the trip. 

[Eastern] Cattle Egret    Bubulcus coromandus 

Seen on most days. 
NOTE: IOC recognises two species: Western Cattle Egret B. ibis, and Eastern Cattle Egret B. coromandus, 

whereas Clements only recognises one species: Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

A handful seen at wetlands north of Tainan and another individual at the Long Luan 

Reservoir. 

(Eastern) Great Egret    Ardea alba 

Seen on 5 separate dates. 
NOTE: Great Egret is sometimes split into two species: Western Great Egret and Eastern Great Egret. 

However, neither IOC nor Clements recognise this split. 

Intermediate (Yellow-billed) Egret   Egretta intermedia 

Small numbers seen during the first 4 days of the tour. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Seen on most days. 

Pacific (Eastern) Reef Heron (Egret)  Egretta sacra 

A dark and light morph bird were spotted along the coast on Lanyu Island. 

Chinese (Swinhoe’s) Egret - EN   Egretta eulophotes 

Undoubtedly one of the top birds of the trip! We were delighted to find four of these rare and 

endangered egrets in full breeding plumage hanging out amongst Little Egrets at an estuary 

on the north-west coast of the island. 

     

Gannets, Boobies  Sulidae 
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Brown Booby      Sula leucogaster 

Three of these tropical ocean birds were seen during the ferry trip to Lanyu Island. 

 

Osprey   Pandionidae 
[Western] Osprey     Pandion haliaetus 

A total of three seen at scattered water-bodies. 
NOTE: IOC splits Osprey into two species: Western Osprey P. haliaetus and Eastern Osprey P. cristatus. 

Clements does not recognize this split.  

 

Hawks, Kites, Eagles & Vultures  Accipitridae 
Black-winged (shouldered) Kite   Elanus caeruleus 

Ones and twos seen on four separate dates. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split into Black-winged Kite, E. caeruleus of Africa and Asia, White-tailed Kite, E. 

leucurus of the Americas and Black-shouldered Kite, E. axillaris of Australasia. Both Clements and the IOC accept 

these splits. 
Crested Serpent Eagle    Spilornis cheela 

This handsome raptor was seen on five separate dates. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies hoya on Taiwan. 

Mountain Hawk-Eagle    Nisaetus nipalensis 

A juvenile was scoped in the distance in Yushan NP. 

Black Eagle      Ictinaetus malaiensis 

Good, close flight views were had along the Dasyueshan Road and also seen twice thereafter. 

Crested Goshawk     Accipiter trivirgatus 

Singletons were seen on four dates. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies formosae on Taiwan. 

Japanese Sparrowhawk    Accipiter gularis 

One female was identified in flight en route to Kenting. 

Besra       Accipiter virgatus 

A juvenile was seen well overhead in the Huben area. 
Endemic subspecies fuscipectus on Taiwan. 

Black (Black-eared) Kite    Milvus migrans  

Small numbers were found on four dates. 
NOTE: Some authorities, such as the IOC, treat the resident African subspecies of this raptor as a separate species, 

Yellow-billed Kite M. aegyptius. This is not accepted by Clements. Occasionally an Asian race of Black Kite 

M.lineatus is split as a separate species, Black-eared Kite. This is seldom accepted. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
White-breasted Waterhen    Amaurornis phoenicurus 

First seen in the Taipei Botanical Gardens and then later on Lanyu Island. 

Ruddy-breasted Crake    Porzana fusca 

Fabulous looks at two birds at a small pond in the Aogu area. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

Common during the first week. 

     

Cranes  Gruidae 
Siberian Crane - EN     Grus leucogeranus 

A major highlight and completely unexpected! A juvenile that had been hanging around the 

Jinshan area for several months was admired and photographed at length. This constitutes 

Taiwan’s first record of this species. Marvellous! 
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Stilts, Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

Seen on four dates. 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

These handsome waders were found at the Budai and Aogu Wetlands. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Pacific Golden Plover    Pluvialis fulva 

A single bird acquiring its breeding plumage was seen on the north-west coast.   

Grey (Black-bellied) Plover    Pluvialis squatarola 

A single bird was observed at an estuary north of Tainan. 

Little Ringed Plover     Charadrius dubius 

One bird was seen at ponds on the north-west coast. 

Kentish Plover     Charadrius alexandrinus 

Good numbers at most wetlands. 

Lesser Sand Plover     Charadrius mongolus 

Fair numbers were seen along with the next species at an estuary on the north-west coast. 

Many of the birds seen were in full breeding plumage. Stunning! 

Greater Sand Plover     Charadrius leschenaultii 

Also seen in fair numbers and in breeding dress at the same site as the previous species. A 

few birds also seen north of Tainan. 

 

Painted Snipes  Rostratulidae 
Greater Painted-snipe  Rostratula benghalensis 

A gorgeous male was found at a small pond on the north-west coast. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
Pheasant-tailed Jacana  Hydrophasianus chirurgus 

Small numbers were found in sensational full breeding plumage at the Jacana Reserve north 

of Tainan. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Eurasian Curlew - NT    Numenius arquata 

One seen north of Tainan and another at an estuary on the north-west coast. 

Common Redshank     Tringa tetanus 

One seen at some ponds on the north-west coast. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

Seen at the same site as the previous species and at the Budai and Aogu Wetlands. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

One bird seen at ponds on the north-west coast. 

Grey-tailed Tattler     Tringa brevipes 

A handful seen on both visits to an estuary on the north-west coast. Another one seen north of 

Tainan. 

Terek Sandpiper     Xenus cinereus 

Small numbers seen on the north-west and south-west coastlines. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 
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A few birds were seen on the first two days of the trip. 

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

Two seen at an estuary on the north-west coast. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

Small numbers seen on the north-west and south-west coastlines. 

Red-necked Stint     Calidris ruficollis 

A few of these tiny waders were seen at an estuary on the north-west coast, many of which 

were in stunning breeding plumage. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper    Calidris acuminate 

Several birds, many of which were in very attractive breeding plumage were seen in the north 

of the island. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

A single bird in immaculate, full breeding plumage was seen at an estuary on the north-west 

coast. Superb! 

Red-necked Phalarope    Phalaropus lobatus 

A female coming into breeding dress was seen in the Jinshan area. 

 

Coursers, Pratincoles  Glareolidae 
Oriental Pratincole  Glareola maldivarum 

Singletons were seen on consecutive days in the wetlands north of Tainan. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia 

Small numbers were found at the Budai and Aogu Wetlands. 

Little Tern  Sternula albifrons 

Good numbers seen at water-bodies on four dates. 

Black-naped Tern  Sterna sumatrana 

A great find! We enjoyed scope views of around a dozen of these elegant terns on Lanyu 

Island. 

Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida 

Seen in good numbers throughout. 

White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus 

Fair numbers were seen on five dates, often with the previous species. 

 

Doves, Pigeons  Columbidae 
Rock Dove (Pigeon) - I    Columba livia 

Commonly seen around towns and cities. 

Ashy Wood Pigeon (H)    Columba pulchricollis 

A single bird was heard along the Blue Gate Track. 

Oriental Turtle Dove    Streptopelia orientalis 

Small numbers seen on six dates. 
Endemic subspecies orii on Taiwan. 

Red Turtle Dove     Streptopelia tranquebarica 

Commonly seen on most days. 

Spotted Dove      Streptopelia chinensis 

Common and seen on almost every day. 

Philippine Cuckoo-Dove    Macropygia tenuirostris 

Singletons were seen on both days on Lanyu Island. 
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Common Emerald Dove    Chalcophaps indica 

Brief flight views were had on Lanyu Island and in the Huben area. 
NOTE: The IOC has recently split the race C. longirostris of Australasia as a separate species Pacific Emerald Dove. 

We recorded the nominate C. indica on our tour. This split is not currently recognized by Clements. 
White-bellied Green Pigeon    Treron sieboldii 

First seen below our accommodation on the lower Dasyueshan Road and thereafter in the 

Alishan and Hehuan areas. 

Whistling (Taiwan) Green Pigeon – NT  Treron formosae 

Excellent views were had on consecutive days on Lanyu Island. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies formosae on Lanyu Island & Taiwan and filippinus in northern Philippines are 

sometimes regarded as a full species named Taiwan Green Pigeon. They are smaller than the Whistling Green 

Pigeons further north on the Ryukyu Islands and sport a golden crown. This split is not recognised by either 

IOC or Clements. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Lesser Coucal     Centropus bengalensis 

First seen briefly at the Jacana Reserve and thereafter good views were had in the Pintung 

area and on Lanyu Island. 

Large Hawk-Cuckoo     Hierococcyx (Cuculus) sparverioides 

Heard calling and seen briefly in flight along the lower Dasyueshan Road. 

Lesser Cuckoo     Cuculus poliocephalus 

A real surprise! One bird was heard calling and then scoped near the head of the Blue Gate 

Track. A very rarely recorded species in Taiwan! 

Oriental Cuckoo     Cuculus optatus 

Two extremely vocal but flighty birds were seen quite well along the lower Dasyueshan Road 

and another bird was scoped near the top of Hehuan Pass. 
NOTE: There is some debate as to whether the “Oriental Cuckoos” on Taiwan refer to Oriental Cuckoo C. 

optatus or Himalayan Cuckoo C. saturates or both species. The Oriental Cuckoo complex has recently been split 

up but little is known of their calls, separating characteristics or exact ranges.  

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Mountain Scops Owl     Otus spilocephalus 

After many hours and nights of searching for this very difficult-to-see but rather common owl 

we finally managed to obtain good views of one near Wushe. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies hambroecki on Taiwan. 

Collared Scops Owl     Otus lettia 

Seen on its day roost in a temple near Huben and a second bird was heard calling and then 

seen at our accommodation in Wushe. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies glabripes on Taiwan. 

Ryukyu (Elegant/Lanyu) Scops Owl - E if split NTOtus elegans 

Fabulous, close views were enjoyed of a pair on Lanyu Island. 
NOTE: The Ryukyu (Elegant) Scops Owl subspecies botelensis on Lanyu Island may very well be awarded full 

species status (Lanyu Scops Owl) in the next few years and would then become and Lanyu and Taiwan endemic. 

This split is not yet recognised by either IOC or Clements. 

Northern Bookook (Ryukyu Hawk-Owl)  Ninox japonica 

Good scope views were had of a singleton on the day roost on Lanyu Island. 
NOTE: The Northern Boobook on Lanyu Island and the Ryukyu Islands to the north is resident and often split as 

Ryukyu Hawk-Owl, which would be endemic to Lanyu and the Ryukyu Islands. This split is not yet recognised by 

either IOC or Clements. 

 

Nightjars & Allies  Caprimulgidae 
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Savanna Nightjar     Caprimulgus affinis 

Flight views were had of around three birds in Douliou. 
NOTE: Endemics subspecies strictomus on Taiwan. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Silver-backed Needletail    Hirundapus cochinchinensis 

Two distant birds were seen over Hehuan Pass and later on we were rewarded with excellent,. 

Close views of a flock of around 40 birds just above Wushe. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies formosanus  on Taiwan. 

Pacific Swift      Apus pacificus 

Small numbers were seen daily on Lanyu Island and then again in Taroko NP.  
NOTE: Pacific Swift has recently been split into four species: Blyth’s Swift, Cook’s Swift, Salim Ali’s Swift and 

Pacific Swift. The birds in Taiwan and throughout East Asia refer to Pacific Swift A. pacificus. 

House Swift      Apus nipalensis 

Seen on most days. 
This species has been split from Little Swift for several years. Endemic subspecies kuntzi on Taiwan. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Common Kingfisher     Alcedo atthis 

Several sightings were had at wetlands during the first few days of the trip. 

 

Barbets  Capitonidae 
Taiwan Barbet - E     Psilopogon nuchalis 

Seen or recorded on every single day of the trip. A very handsome endemic! 
NOTE: Taiwan Barbet has been recently split from Black-browed Barbet of SE Asia. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Grey-capped [Pygmy] Woodpecker  Dendrocopos canicapillus 

A tiny woodpecker that was seen in the Pintung area and again around Huben and in the Puli 

Valley. 

 

Pittas  Pittidae 
Fairy Pitta - VU     Pitta nympha 

After just seeing one eye, the crown and the bill of this sought-after and very attractive 

species on its nest we finally managed to obtain good scope views of a calling bird high up in 

the canopy in the Huben area. 

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Black-winged Cuckooshrike   Coracina melaschistos 

One male was encountered in a bird party in the Pintung area. 

Grey-chinned Minivet    Pericrocotus solaris 

Pairs were encountered on four dates. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Brown Shrike      Lanius cristatus 

One seen on the NW coast and another found around the Aogu area. 
NOTE: The subspecies that we saw refers to the grey-capped lucionensis. 

Long-tailed Shrike     Lanius schach 

Small numbers were found around Tainan area and surrounding wetlands. 
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NOTE: The subspecies we saw refers to formosae, which is sometimes split as Rufous-backed Shrike. This split 

is not recognised by either Clements or IOC. 

 

Vireos, Greenlets  Vireonidae 
White-bellied Erpornis (Yuhina)    Erpornis zantholeuca 

A few birds were found around the Shimen Reservoir, along the lower Dasyueshan Road and 

in the Huben area. 
NOTE: Recently changed from White-bellied Yuhina to White-bellied Erpornis and placed with the vireos. 

 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
Black-naped Oriole     Oriolus chinensis 

A leaders only sighting at our accommodation in the Pintung area. 

Maroon (Red) Oriole     Oriolus traillii 

Excellent views were had of this gorgeous species in the Pintung  area and again on the drive 

up to lower Alishan. 
NOTE: The subspecies ardens of Taiwan and parts of Indochina is often split as Red Oriole. This split is not 

recognised by either Clements or IOC. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Black Drongo      Dicrurus macrocercus 

Seen almost every day. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies harterti on Taiwan. 

Bronzed Drongo     Dicrurus aeneus 

Two birds were seen in the Huben area. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies braunianus on Taiwan. 

 

Monarchs  Monarchidae 
Black-naped Monarch    Hypothymis azurea 

A good-looking flycatcher that was seen on five separate dates. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies oberholseri on Taiwan. 

Japanese Paradise Flycatcher - NT   Terpsiphone atrocaudata 

Excellent views were had of a pair in the forest on Lanyu Island. 
NOTE: The subspecies on Lanyu, periophthalmica, is resident and visually distinct from the migratory 

populations and may be split as Lanyu Paradise Flycatcher, which would become endemic to Lanyu and 

Taiwan. This split is not recognised by IOC or Clements. 

 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 
Eurasian Jay      Garrulus glandarius 

Two were seen during the drive up to Yushan NP. 
NOTE: Subspecies taivanus on Taiwan. 

Azure-winged Magpie – I    Cyanopica cyanus 

This species was found on the outskirts of Tainan. 

Taiwan Blue Magpie – E    Urocissa caerulea 

This stunning endemic was seen extremely well on several occasions around the Shimen 

Reservoir. 

Grey Treepie      Dendrocitta formosae 

Good numbers were seen on most days. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies formosae on Taiwan. 

Eurasian Magpie     Pica pica 

A few birds were encountered in the western lowlands. 
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Spotted (Eurasian) Nutcracker   Nucifraga caryocatactes 

One seen on the upper Dasyueshan Road and several more seen at point-blank range in 

Yushan NP. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies owstoni on Taiwan. 

Large-billed Crow      Corvus macrorhynchos 

Small numbers seen on four dates. 
NOTE: IOC splits Large-billed Crow into three species: Large-billed Crow C. macrorhynchos, Eastern Jungle 

Crow C. levaillanti, and Indian Jungle Crow C. culminatus. Clements does not recognize these splits. 

 

Chickadees, Tits  Paridae 
Coal Tit      Periparus ater 

Two birds were seen in a mixed flock in the upper reaches of the Dasyueshan Road. 
NOTE: The endemic subspecies on Taiwan, ptilosus is visually distinct from other races and may become a 

Taiwanese endemic in the near future. 

Chestnut-bellied (Taiwan Varied) Tit – E  Sittiparus castaneoventris 

We were very fortunate to have found a pair of these scarce, attractive and endemic tits so 

quickly after arriving in the Puli Valley. 
NOTE: This is a recent split from Varied Tit S. varius and is recognised by both Clements and IOC. 

Green-backed Tit     Parus monticolus 
Small numbers were seen on three dates. 

Yellow Tit - E      Machlolophus holsti 

Three birds were seen along the middle Dasyueshan Road and another pair was encountered 

on the Blue Gate Track. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Collared Finchbill     Spizixos semitorques 

Excellent views were had on many occasions in hill forest throughout the west of the country. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies cinereicapillus on Taiwan. 

Light-vented (Chinese) Bulbul   Pycnonotus sinensis 

Abundant throughout the lowlands. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies formosae on Taiwan. 

Styan’s Bulbul – E VU    Pycnonotus taivanus 

Pleasantly common and seen extremely well in the Kenting area. 

Black Bulbul      Hypsipetes leucocephalus 

Flocks were seen on almost every day. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies nigerrimus visually distinct from other races. 

Brown-eared Bulbul     Hypsipetes amaurotis 

Commonly seen on Lanyu Island. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies harterti on Lanyu Island is visually distinct and may be split in future. Neither IOC 

nor Clements recognise this split. 

 

Swallows  Hirundinidae 
Grey-throated Martin    Riparia chinensis 

A dozen or so seen in the Jinshan area and small numbers were also encountered around the 

Budai and Aogu Wetlands. 
NOTE: Recently split from Brown-throated (Plain) Martin and recognised by all authorities. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica 

Seen on several days. 

Pacific (Welcome) Swallow    Hirundo tahitica 

Abundant and seen every day of the tour. 
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Asian House Martin     Delichon dasypus 

Flocks were seen along the middle Dasyueshan Road and in the Yushan and Taroko NPs. 

Striated Swallow     Cecropis striolata 

Commonly seen throughout the lowlands. 

 

Wren-Babblers  Pnoepygidae 
Taiwan Wren-babbler (Cup-wing) – E  Pnoepyga formosana 

A tricky bird to see! We managed to obtain fairly good views of this skulking endemic on 

two occasions: once on the middle Dasyueshan Road and another along the Blue Gate Track. 
NOTE: Five species of wren-babbler have now been placed in their own unique family known as “true” wren-

babblers or cup-wings. 

 

Cettia bush Warblers & allies  Cettidae 
Rufous-faced Warbler    Abroscopus albogularis 

Fairly commonly heard and seen in lower and mid altitude broad-leaved forest. 

Brown(ish)-flanked (Strong-footed) Bush Warbler – E if split Horornis fortipes 

Very brief views were first had below our accommodation along the lower Dasyueshan Road 

and much better views were later had on the drive up to Yushan NP.  
NOTE: The endemic subspecies robustipes is sometimes considered a full species, Strong-footed Bush Warbler 

and would become a Taiwanese endemic. This split is not yet recognised by Clements or IOC. 

(Taiwan) Yellow-bellied Bush Warbler – E if splitHorornis acanthizoides 

First seen near the top of the Dasyueshan Road and then seen in both Yushan and Taroko 

NPs. 
NOTE: The endemic subspecies concolor is likely to be elevated to full species status and would be called 

Taiwan Yellow-bellied Bush Warbler, a Taiwanese endemic. This split is not yet recognised by IOC or 

Clements. 

 

Bushtits  Aegithalidae 
Black-throated Bushtit (Tit)    Aegithalos concinnus 

Several flocks were seen in montane forests throughout. 
NOTE: IOC places bushtits in their own unique family. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 
Taiwan Bush Warbler - E    Locustella alishanensis 

One sighting was had in the upper Alishan area and another showed very well as it sang away 

on Hehuan Pass. 
NOTE: Recently split from Russet Bush Warbler and recognised by all authorities. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

One seen on the NW coast. 

Golden-headed Cisticola    Cisticola exilis 

Good views were had in the Jinshan area. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies volitans on Taiwan. 

Striated Prinia     Prinia crinigera 

One seen well on the lower Dasyueshan Road. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies striata on Taiwan. 

Yellow-bellied Prinia    Prinia flaviventris 

Seen on several occasions during the first few days of the tour. 

Plain Prinia      Prinia inornata 
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Commonly seen during the first week. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies flavirostris on Taiwan. 

 

Babblers, Parrotbills  Timaliidae 
Black-necklaced Scimitar Babbler – E  Pomatorhinus erythrocnemis 

Excellent views were had of this sneaky endemic in the hills south of Taipei. Heard again in 

the Huben and lower Dasyueshan areas. 
NOTE: This endemic has been split from Spot-breasted Scimitar Babbler for quite some time and is recognised 

by all authorities. 

Taiwan Scimitar Babbler – E   Pomatorhinus musicus 

Commonly seen and heard throughout low and mid elevation forests. 
NOTE: This endemic has been split from Streak-breasted Scimitar Babbler for quite some time and is 

recognised by all authorities. 

Rufous-capped Babbler    Stachyridopsis ruficeps 

Heard or seen on most days. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies praecognita on Taiwan. 

 

Fulvettas, Ground Babblers  Pellorneidae 
Dusky Fulvetta     Alcippe brunnea 

This scarce fulvetta was only seen on one occasion in forest around the Shimen Reservoir. 

Heard later in the Huben area. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies brunnea on Taiwan. 

Grey-cheeked (Morrison’s) Fulvetta – E if split Alcippe morrisonia 

In contrast to the previous species this fulvetta was seen regularly in large flocks. 
NOTE: The endemic subspecies morrisonia is likely to be elevated to full species status and will become a 

Taiwan endemic. This split is not yet recognised by IOC or Clements.      
 

Laughingthrushes Leiothrichidae 
Taiwan Hwamei – E NT    Garrulax taewanus 

Around 5 birds were seen well along the lower Dasyueshan Road and another three were seen 

briefly near our accommodation in the Pintung area. 
NOTE: Recently split from Chinese Hwamei and recognised by all authorities. 

Rusty Laughingthrush – E    Garrulax poecilorhynchus 

Two birds were seen well in dense undergrowth along the middle Dasyueshan Road. 
NOTE: Split from Buffy Laughingthrush for several years and recognised by all authorities. 

White-whiskered Laughingthrush – E  Trochalopteron morrisonianum 

Commonly seen throughout the highlands where often very confiding. 

Steere’s Liocichla – E    Liocichla steerii 

Good numbers were seen daily in all montane forest area. 

Taiwan Barwing – E     Actinodura morrisoniana 

Three seen along the middle Dasyueshan Road and more sightings were had in Yushan NP 

and along the Blue Gate Track. 

White-eared (Taiwan) Sibia – E   Heterophasia auricularis 

Abundant and seen very well on many occasions throughout hill and montane forests. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylviidae 
Taiwan Fulvetta – E     Fulvetta formosana 

A high altitude specialist that was seen on three occasions: once on the upper Dasyueshan 

Road and then in Yushan and Taroko NPs. 
NOTE: Split from Streeak-throated Fulvetta and recognised by all authorities. 
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Vinous-throated Parrotbill    Sinothusora webbiana 

A pair was found in dense, tall grass in the Jinshan area. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies bulomachus on Taiwan. 

Golden Parrotbill     Suthora verreauxi 

A small flock of these scarce babblers was seen in dense, dwarf bamboo in Yushan NP. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies morrisonianus endemic to Taiwan and visually distinct. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Taiwan Yuhina – E     Yuhina brunneiceps 

Another pleasantly common endemic that was seen daily in good numbers in the right 

habitat. 

Japanese White-eye     Zosterops japonicus 

Seen on most days. 

Lowland White-eye     Zosterops meyeni 

Commonly seen on both days on Lanyu Island. 

 

Goldcrests, Kinglets  Regulidae 
Flamecrest – E     Regulus goodfellowi 

A major target species! We had wonderful views of these striking little kinglets at the top of 

the Dasyueshan Road and in Taroko NP. 

 

Wrens  Troglodytidae 
Eurasian Wren     Troglodytes troglodytes 

Excellent, close views were had of several birds on Hehuan Pass. 
NOTE: Recently split from Winter Wren and recognised by all authorities. Endemic subspecies taivanus on 

Taiwan. 

 

Nuthatches  Sittidae 
Eurasian Nuthatch     Sitta europaea 

Small numbers were found along the Dasyueshan Road and again in Yushan and Taroko 

NPs. 
NOTE: Subspecies sinensis restricted to East China and Taiwan is not split by either IOC or Clements. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Asian Glossy Starling - I    Aplonis panayensis 

One bird was seen in flight over the Taipei National Botanical Gardens. 

Javan Myna – I     Acridotheres javanicus 

Commonly seen throughout the lowlands. 

Common Myna - I     Acridotheres tristis 

Also seen on most days in the lowlands. 

Black-collared Starling - I    Sturnus nigricollis 

This handsome but introduced starling was seen on the first two days in the lowlands. 

Chestnut-tailed Starling - I    Sturnia malabarica 

A few birds were found on the outskirts of Tainan and in the Pintung area. 

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Sylviidae 
Oriental Magpie-Robin    Copsychus saularis 
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Seen well in the Taipei National Botanical Gardens and another sighting was had around the 

Aogu Wetlands. 

White-rumped Shama    Copsychus malabaricus 
Four birds were seen in the Taipei National Botanical Gardens and another one was later seen 

in the Huben area. 

Grey-streaked Flycatcher    Muscicapa griseisticta 

One individual was scoped near the edge of the Shimen Reservoir. 

Vivid (Taiwan) Niltava – E if split   Niltava vivida 

Small numbers of these beauties were seen along the middle Dasyueshan Road and again in 

Yushan and Taroko NPs. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies vivida will probably be elevated to full species status soon and will become a 

Taiwan endemic. 

White-browed (Taiwan) Shortwing – E if split Brachypteryx montana 

Many heard and a few were seen well but briefly in Yushan NP and along the Blue Gate 

Track. 
NOTE: Probably deserves full species status as Taiwan Shortwing B. goodfellowi. This split is not yet 

recognised by either IOC or Clements. 

White-tailed Robin     Myiomela leucura 

Excellent views were had of this shy robin along the Dasyueshan Road, in the Alishan area 

and in Yushan and Taroko NPs. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies montium on Taiwan. 

White-browed (Sombre/Taiwan) Bush Robin – E if split Tarsiger indicus 

Superb views were had of a male in Yushan NP. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies formosana probably deserves full species status as Sombre or Taiwan Bush Robin. 

This split is not yet recognized by either IOC or Clements. 

Collared Bush (Johnstone’s) Robin – E  Tarsiger johnstoniae 

Much more regularly seen than the previous species, we enjoyed many good views of this 

species in montane forest throughout. 

Taiwan Whistling Thrush – E   Myophonus insularis 

Excellent views in the hills to the south of Taipei and again at scattered sites thereafter. 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher    Ficedula hyperythra 

A stunning male showed well in forest understory along the Blue Gate Track. 

Plumbeous Water Redstart    Phoenicurus fuliginosus 

A total of four birds seen along the Dasyueshan Road. 

Blue Rock Thrush     Monticola solitarius 

Several good views were had on Lanyu Island. 
NOTE: The subspecies seen refers to philippensis and is sometimes regarded as a full species called Red-bellied 

Rock Thrush. This split is not recognised by Clements or IOC. 

 

Dippers  Cinclidae 
Brown Dipper     Cinclus pallasii 

A juvenile and adult were found along the lower and middle stretches of the Dasyueshan 

Road. 

 

Flowerpeckers  Dicaeidae 
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker    Dicaeum ignipectus 

Two females were seen along the Blue Gate Track. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies formosum on Taiwan. 

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches  Passeridae 
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Eurasian Tree Sparrow    Passer montanus 

Seen every day. 

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies  Estrildidae 
White-rumped Munia    Lonchura striata 

Small flocks were seen on three separate days. 

Scaly-breasted Munia (Nutmeg Mannikin) Lonchura punctulata 

Small flocks were seen on three separate days. 

 

Accentors  Prunellidae 
Alpine Accentor     Prunella collaris 

Excellent, close views were had of a single bird in Taroko NP. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies fennelli is visually distinct from mainland races. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Eastern Yellow Wagtail    Motacilla tschutschensis 

A total of four birds were seen rather briefly during the first 2 days of the trip. 
NOTE: The subspecies we saw refers to taivana and is sometimes split as Green-headed Wagtail. 

Grey Wagtail      Motacilla cinerea 

One was seen at an estuary on the NW coast on day one.  

White Wagtail     Motacilla alba 

Two seen in the Huben area. 
NOTE: The subspecies we saw refers to Leucopsis which is sometimes regarded as a separate species called 

Amur Wagtail. 

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Brown Bullfinch     Pyrrhula nipalensis 

Two separate pairs were seen overhead in flight in Yushan NP. 
NOTE: Endemic subspecies Uchidae on Taiwan. 

Grey-headed (Beavan’s/Taiwan/Owston’s) Bullfinch – E if split Pyrrhula erythaca 

Extremely close views were had of these handsome finches in Taroko NP and at the upper 

reach of the Dasyueshan Road. 
NOTE: The endemic subspecies owstoni is often split as Taiwan (Owston’s) Bullfinch, which is endemic to 

Taiwan. 

Taiwan Rosefinch – E     Carpodacus formosanus 

We enjoyed very close and prolonged views of these stunning rosefinches on the upper 

Dasyueshan Road and in Yushan and Taroko NPs. 
NOTE: Recently split from Vinaceous Rosefinch and recognised by all authorities. 

 

Buntings, New World Sparrows & Allies  Emberizidae 
Little Bunting     Emberiza pusilla 

One male was seen very briefly in the Jinshan area. 

 

MAMMALS (8 species seen) 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the iGoTerra website world mammal list 2015. 

 

Deer  Cervidae 
Reeve’s Muntjac     Muntiacus reevesi 
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One seen briefly on the way down from Yushan NP. 

 

Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Formosan Rock Macaque - E   Macaca cyclopis 

Several of these primates were seen in the Huben area and in Yushan NP. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Pallas’s (Rede-bellied) Squirrel   Calliosciurus erythraeus 

Commonly seen at most sites. 

Perny’s Long-nosed (Red-cheeked) Squirrel Dremomys pernyi 

Two seen along the middle Dasyueshan Road. 

Indian (Formosan) Giant Flying Squirrel  Petaurista philippensis 

Two seen on a night walk above Dongshi and another three on a night birding outing near 

Wushe. 

Maritime (Formosan) Striped Squirrel  Tamiops rodolphii   

Two seen on the middle Dasyueshan Road.  

 

Goats  Bovidae 
Domestic Goat – I     Capra hircus 

Several of these introduced mammals were seen on Lanyu Island. 

 

Dolphins  Delphinidae 
Common Dolphin     Delphinus delphis 

A school was seen during the ferry trip from Lanyu to Kenting. 

 

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS (10 species seen)  
(Courtesy of Mark Beevers & Tom Heatley) 

 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows a book in which the text was solely in Chinese except 

for the species English Name and Scientific names. The ISBN is 986-820453-4. All the 

amphibians were identified from photographs. 

 

Gekkonidae 
Tropical House Gekko    Hemidactylus frenatus 

 

Agamidae 
Swinhoe’s Japalura      Japalura swinhonis 

 

Bataguridae 
Chinese Three keeled Turtle   Mauremys (formerly Chinemys) reevesii                                           

aka Reeve’s Turtle 

Yellow Margined Box Turtle Cuora (formerly Cistoddemmys )flavomarganata 

                                         

Scincidae 
Elegant Five Striped Skink    Plesiodon (formerly Eumeces) elegans                                   

aka Elegant Skink 

Buffonidae 
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Central Formosan Toad    Bufo bankorensis 

Spectacled Toad    Duttaphrynus (formerly Bufo) melanostictus 

 

Ranidae 
Gunther’s Brown Frog    Hylarana (formerly Rana) guentheri  

 

Rhacophoridae 
Brown Tree Frog     Buergeria robusta  

Taiwan Tree Frog     Rhacophorus taipeianus 

 

DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES 
(Courtesy of Mark Beevers & Tom Heatley) 

 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows a book in which the text was solely in Chinese except 

for the species English Name and Scientific names. The ISBN is 957-987516. All the insects 

were identified from photographs apart from Lesser Emperor. 

 

Calopterygidae 
Formosan Jewelwing  Matrona cyanoptera 

 

Coenagrionidae 
Common Bluetail   Ischnura senegalensis 

Red Sprite    Pseudagrion pilidorsum pilidorsum 

 

Aeshnidae 
Lesser Emperor   Anax parthenope julius 

 

Libellulidae 
Golden Chaser   Lyriothemis flava 

Common Pruinose Skimmer Orthetrum glaucum 

Red-bellied Skimmer  Orthetrum pruinosum clelia 

White-tipped Skimmer  Orthetrum albistyla speciosum 

Green Skimmer   Orthetrum sabina sabina 

Red Percher    Neurothemis ramburii ramburii 

Blue Percher    Diplacodes trivialis 

Pied Skimmer   Pseudothemis zonata 

Crimson Darter   Crocothemis servilia servilia 

Crimson Dropwing   Trithemis aurora 

Varigated Flutterer   Rhyothemis variegate arria 

Ocean Glider    Tramea transmarina euryale 

Wandering Glider   Pantala flavescens 

Evening Skimmer   Tholymis tillarga 

Scarlet Basker   Urothemis signata yiei 

 

BUTTERFLIES 
(Courtesy of Mark Beevers & Tom Heatley) 
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Nomenclature and taxonomy follows The Photographic Book of all the Butterflies of Taiwan 

ISBN 978-986-81950-0-8. Although the text is in Chinese the book gives both English and 

scientic names as well as a small distribution map. Below is a list of the butterflies recorded 

during the tour. Almost all were identified from photographs but a couple of obvious ones 

were identified in the field, these are marked as such. 

 

Papilionidae 
Golden Birdwing   Troides aeacus formosanus (No photograph) 

Magellan Birdwing   Troides magellanus sonani (No photograph) 

Highland Redbelly Swallowtail Atrophaneura horishana matsumura 

Six Bar Swordtail   Pazala eurous asakurae 

Common Blue Bottle   Graphium sarpenan nagasawae 

Lime Butterfly   Papilio demolens 

Hill Peacock     Papilio chialis tatsuta 

Hoppo Peacock    Papilio hoppo matsumura 

Paris Peacock     Papilio paris nakaharai 

Common Rose    Pachliopta aristolechiae interpositus 

 

Pieridae 
Broad-wing Jezebel   Deliias lativitta formosana 

Indian Cabbage White  Pieris canidia 

Psyche      Leptosia nina niobe 

Yellow Orangetip    Ixias pyrene insignis 

Great Orangetip    Hebomoia glaucippe formosana (no photograph) 

Mottles Emigrant   Catopsilia pyranthe 

Spotless Grass Yellow   Eurema laeta punctissima 

Common Grass Yellow   Eurema hecabe 

Three-spot Grass Yellow   Eurema blanda arsakia 

 

Danaidae 
Ceylon Blue Tiger    Ideopsis similes 

Double-banded Black Crow  Euploea sylvester swinhoei 

Striped Blue Crow    Euploea mulciber barsine 

Paper Kite aka Tree Nymph Idea leuconae clara 

 

Satyridae 
Common Five Ring    Yptima baldus zodina  

White banded Three Ring  Yptima akragus  

Formosan Lilacfork    Zophoessa niitakana 

Straight banded Tree Brown Lethe verma cintamani 

Common Forester   Lethe insane formosana 

Chinese Labyrinth    Neope armandii lacticolora  

Muirhead’s Labyrinth   Neope muirheadi nagasawae 

No English name found)  Zophoessa dura neoclides 

 

 

Nyphalidae  
Common Palmfly    Elymnias hypermnestra hainana 
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Rustic      Cupha erymanthis 

Australian Lurcher    Yoma Sabina podium 

Indian Red Admiral    Vanessa Indica (No photograph)  

Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell  Nymphalis xanthomelas formosana 

Common Sailor    Neptis hylas luculenta 

Sullied Brown Glider                       Neptis nata lutatia 

Orange Staff Sergeant                     Athyma cama zoroustes             

Common Mapwing                          Cyrestris thyodamas formosana  

 

Lycaenidae 
Angled Sunbeam                               Curetis acuta formosana  

Silver Forgetmenot               Catochrysops panormus exiguus 

Pale Grass Blue                                 Zizeeria maha okinawana 

Restricted Purple Sapphire             Heliophorusila matsumurae  

Common Flash   Rapola nissa hirayamana 

Tailless Line Blue   Prostatus dubiosa absolodes  

Dark Cereluean     Jamides bochus formosanus 

Malayan                                             Megisba malaya sikkima  

Eastern Large Hedge Blue  Celastrina oreas arisana 

  

Hesperiidae 
Taiwan Darter                                  Ochlodes niitakanus  
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