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The tiny, landlocked nation of Rwanda has a very chequered recent past, a fact that seems to deter 

many potential travellers from visiting this magical land. The 1994 Genocide wrecked havoc, and in 

100 days the country was quite literally torn to pieces. Bearing this in mind, it is nothing short of 

miraculous nowadays to see the condition of the land and the attitude of the people – Kigali is a clean, 

safe city with a viby atmosphere and friendly people. In terms of organisation and cleanliness, it puts to 

shame every other large city in East Africa, and on the whole there are not many places anywhere that 

can compete with Kigali with regards to cleanliness – the streets are spotless! On the down side, 

however, Rwanda’s rich soils and position near the equator make it a very productive agricultural land, 

with the human populace having taken advantage of this fact and sadly removing virtually every piece 

of native habitat, aside from that found within the three national parks.  

The flight from Nairobi to Kigali routed us via Bujumbura, the capital of Burundi. What a 

scenic flight! Of particular interest were the northern tip of Lake Tanganyika and Rusizi National Park, 

both of which were clearly visible from the aeroplane. The Rusizi River is the home of what is thought 

to be Africa’s largest crocodile, a monstrous 

creature named Gustave who is supposed to 

measure around 6 metres in length! Our first 

morning in Rwanda dawned, and after some time 

spent at the Kigali Genocide Memorial, where we 

were treated to an in depth presentation about the 

horrors of the genocide (during which around a 

million people were shockingly slaughtered in 100 

days), we made our way to Akagera National Park, 

the only piece of savanna protected in Rwanda. 

 Having just come from the Tanzania – 

Kenya section of the tour, our focus was on the species we had not yet encountered. Birding in Akagera 

is easy and rewarding, and in our allotted time in the area we recorded a fantastic cross-section of birds 

that call this park their home. Criss-crossing the hilly savanna and lush vegetation alongside Lakes 

Ihema and Birengero, some of the top species we recorded included Hildebrandt’s, Shelley’s and 

Handsome Francolin, Palmnut Vulture, Little Bittern, Brown Snake Eagle, African Goshawk, African 

Harrier-Hawk, Martial and Long-crested Eagle, Meyer’s Parrot, Ross’s Turaco, Eastern Plantain-eater, 

Bare-faced Go-away-bird, Red-chested and Levaillant’s Cuckoo, Spotted Eagle-Owl, Freckled 

Nightjar, Grey-headed Kingfisher, Spot-flanked, Crested and Red-faced Barbets, Scaly-throated 

Honeyguide, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, Orange-breasted Bushshrike, Black Cuckooshrike, White-

winged Black Tit, Grey Penduline Tit, Flappet Lark, Yellow-throated Leaflove, Grey-rumped Swallow, 

Moustached Grass Warbler, Long-tailed Cisticola, Green-capped Eremomela, Sooty and the newly 

described Ruaha Chat, Mocking Cliff Chat, Southern Black Flycatcher, Red-chested Sunbird, Northern 

Brown-throated and Red-headed Weaver, Crimson-rumped and Fawn-breasted Waxbills and Marsh 

Tchagra. The pick of the mammals we recorded in the park was a herd of Roan Antelope, as well as a 

few “Silver” Monkeys alongside their more widespread Vervet Monkey brethren.  

 

Departing Akagera early, we partook in a spot of wetland birding on Kigali’s outskirts. This netted us 

some quality species including the scarce Papyrus Canary, Carruthers’s Cisticola and White-winged 

Warbler, before dining in a delightful African restaurant in Kigali. Ruhengeri (alternatively known as 

Musanze) was our next port of call, this town playing host to the large majority of tourists coming to 

track the awe inspiring Mountain Gorilla. A short drive from Ruhengeri lies Volcanoes National Park, 

which in conjunction with Mgahinga Gorilla National Park in Uganda and Virunga National Park in 

The Democratic Republic of Congo protects a vital piece of habitat for the endangered Mountain 

Gorilla. With an estimated total of only 680 individuals left in the wild (spread between the 
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aforementioned parks and Bwindi Impenetrable National Park in Uganda), these immense beasts are of 

prime conservation importance, and also double as one of the most iconic world mammals to see! The 

gorilla tracking was superb, with around six gorillas seen, including a newborn baby, much to 

everyone’s delight! Thereafter we drove back to the capital where we spent the night at our comfortable 

hotel before striking out for Nyungwe the following day. 

 

Rwanda’s wetlands are under a lot of pressure, and certain ones, for example Nyabarongo, have been 

heavily disturbed, with large portions 

converted into sugarcane fields. Despite this 

we continued to accrue quality species, with 

the gorgeous Papyrus Gonalek putting in a 

great show in a stand of good papyrus. 

Thereafter a visit to the very informative 

national museum in Butare acted as a prelude 

to our second “African” style lunch of the 

tour, where after we continued through to our 

guesthouse on the western side of Nyungwe 

Forest.   

 

Nyungwe Forest offers some of the best 

montane forest birding in Africa, and in 

addition to this it is probably the best site for 

Albertine Rift Endemic birds that is currently 

safely accessible. We focussed on a few key 

areas of the forest, netting a very respectable total of 23 ARE’s, quite good going indeed! The vistas 

over the rolling, forested hills are stunning, and travelling into Nyungwe from our base outside the 

western edge of the forest allowed us to access a good selection of habitats. The specials came in thick 

and fast, and sometimes we were a little overwhelmed by the number of amazing birds in front of us! 

The list of specials we saw included Handsome Francolin, Red-chested Flufftail, Great Blue, Black-

billed and Ruwenzori Turacos, Blue Malkoha, Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo, Ruwenzori Nightjar, Scarce 

Swift, Narina and Bar-tailed Trogons, White-

headed Wood Hoopoe, Black-and-white-casqued 

Hornbill, Western Tinkerbird, Ruwenzori Batis, 

Lagden’s Bushshrike, Mountain Oriole, White-

bellied Crested Flycatcher, Stripe-breasted and 

Dusky Tits, Neumann’s and Grauer’s Warbler, 

Red-faced and Brown Woodland Warblers, 

Mountain Yellow, Grauer’s Swamp, Evergreen 

Forest and Cinnamon Bracken Warblers, Black-

faced Prinia, Ruwenzori, Mountain Masked, 

Black-throated, Chestnut-throated and Kungwe 

Apalises, Mountain Illadopsis, Red-collared, 

Ruwenzori Hill and Grey-chested Babblers, 

Slender-billed, Waller’s, Stuhlmann’s and 

Sharpe’s Starlings, White-tailed Rufous Thrush, 

Red-throated Alethe, White-starred Robin, 

Archer’s Ground Robin, Yellow-eyed Black Flycatcher, Blue-headed, Purple-breasted, Ruwenzori 

Double-collared and Regal Sunbirds, Strange Weaver, Dusky Crimsonwing, Yellow-bellied Waxbill 
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and Pink-footed Puffback. Although we did not encounter a lot of reptiles in Rwanda, a smart Great 

Lakes Bush Viper certainly spiced things up on a quiet footpath in eastern Nyungwe! Our going away 

present was a delightful male Red-chested Flufftail that scampered between a gap in the sedges, after 

which we travelled back to Kigali where we said our goodbyes following a fantastic time in East 

Africa! 

 

Rwanda is definitely one of the most underrated birding destinations on the African continent – it offers 

Mountain Gorillas, brilliant Albertine Rift birding that is further augmented by the speciose savannas 

of Akagera and a great list of Papyrus endemics, all in a small country with a decent road network and 

friendly people. It is therefore unfortunate that more global birders do not consider a visit to this 

fantastic land! 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC List of Please cite:  Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2006. Birds of the World: 

Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. 

 

Total species recorded (including heard): 297 
 

* ARE indicates an Albertine Rift endemic species 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

This widespread savanna inhabitant was seen on a few occasions in Akagera. 

 

Pheasants, Fowl and Allies  Phasianidae 
Shelley’s Francolin Scleroptila shelleyi 

A pair provided excellent views in Akagera NP. 

Hildebrandt’s Francolin Pternistis hilderbrandti 

Seen well in Akagera. 

Handsome Francolin * ARE Pternistis nobilis 

We enjoyed great views of a single bird in Nyungwe Forest. 

Red-necked Spurfowl (Francolin) Pternistis afer 

This bird was seen on a number of occasions in Akagera. 

 

Ducks,  Geese and Swans  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

A flock of these birds were seen at the Kigali Park. 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

We recorded this large bird in Akagera. 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 

This widespread waterbird was recorded in Akagera. 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 

A few birds were recorded at the Kigali Park. 

Red-billed Teal  Anas erythrorhyncha 

This species was recorded on a small pond in an area of savanna in Akagera NP. 
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Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

We saw this species at the Kigali Park. 

 

Storks  Ciconiidae 
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

Seen at a breeding colony at Rugende as well as in Akagera NP. 

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 

We saw this species at Rugende and in Akagera.  

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus 

A few birds were seen soaring above Kigali. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Recorded at scattered sites in the former half of the tour. 

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

A widespread bird, seen quite commonly on the tour. 

 

Herons & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 

A single male showed well in Akagera NP. 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

Seen at small wetlands outside of as well as in Akagera NP. 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

A few scattered birds were seen. 
NOTE: This group is split into 2 species by the IOC, the nominate Western Cattle Egret B. ibis and the Asian/Australasian 

Eastern Cattle Egret E. coromanda.  This split is as yet not recognised by Clements. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Seen along the Akagera River near Kigali. 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

Quite widespread and seen on a number of occasions. A terrestrial version of the previous species. 

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

A single bird was seen along Lake Birengero in Akagera NP. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

Seen on a section of Nyabarongo wetland on the edge of Kigali. 
NOTE: The Cape Verde Islands A. p. bournei is sometimes split off as Cape Verde Purple Heron or Bourne’s Heron. 

Great Egret Ardea alba 

Seen at scattered wetland sites. 
NOTE: Although IOC recently recognised the Great Egret as 2 separate species, namely Western Great Egret A. alba and 

Eastern Great Egret as A. modesta, they have recently lumped these two species once again. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Seen at Akagera, where we watched an individual hunting in flooded grass alongside Lake Ihema. 
NOTE: Clements lumps Little and Madagascar’s Dimorphic Egret E. dimorpha into a single species. This treatment is not 

widely accepted. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 
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Belonging to a monotypic family, we saw this species on a few occasions in wetland situations. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 

Seen at Rugende near a breeding colony. 

  

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 

Seen at a wetland on the first day of the tour. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Long-tailed Cormorant. 

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Recorded in Akagera NP. 

 

Anhingas, Darters  Anhangidae 
African Darter Anhinga rufa 

Recorded in Akagera NP. 
NOTE: The IOC splits Darter A. melanogaster into 3 separate species, namely African Darter A. rufa, Oriental Darter A. 

melanogaster and Australasian Darter A. novaehollandiae. Clements does not yet recognise these splits. 
 

Kites Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 

Quite commonly seen over urban areas, with birds here belonging to the resident yellow-billed form. 
NOTE: Many authorities treat the resident African form of this raptor as a separate species, Yellow-billed Kite, and this 

split from the Palaearctic migrant Black Kite M. migrans is now accepted by IOC. 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

Seen in Akagera NP. 

Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis 

A single was seen en route from Kigali to Akagera NP. 

Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 

We saw this species on a few occasions over Kigali. 

Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

One bird was seen in Akagera. 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

A widespread, charismatic African savanna raptor, we recorded it daily in Akagera NP. 

African Harrier-Hawk (Gymnogene) Polyboroides typus 

Recorded in Akagera NP and near Ruhengeri. 

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 

We saw this species in Akagera NP, as well as a single bird on the last afternoon in Kigali. 

African Goshawk  Accipiter tachiro 

One bird was seen doing an early morning flight, uttering its characteristic “tick” call over dense 

woodland in Akagera NP. 
NOTE: The West African forms are sometimes separated as Red-chested Goshawk A. toussenelii. IOC and Clements accept 

this controversial split. 

Mountain Buzzard Buteo oreophilus 

We only heard this species over Nyungwe Forest. 

Augur Buzzard Buteo augur 

Seen on a number of occasions in highland areas of Rwanda. 

African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster 
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One bird was recorded in Akagera NP. 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

A single was seen in Akagera NP. 

Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 

Seen on a few occasions alongside roads, with our first sighting in Akagera NP. 

Crowned Eagle Stephanoaetus coronatus 

Heard displaying over Akagera Lodge, and seen in Nyungwe Forest (guide only). 

 

Falcons  Falconidae 
Common (Eurasian) Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

Seen on a few scattered occasions, with the majority of our sightings being over urban environments, 

i.e. Kigali and Ruhengeri. 

Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus 

A single was seen in Akagera NP. 

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 

One bird showed well on our drive from Ruhengeri to Kigali. 

 

Flufftails  Sarothruridae 
Red-chested Flufftail Sarothrura rufa 

After initially hearing this skulky avian, we were treated to views of a beautiful male in a wetland in 

Nyungwe Forest! 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 

This widespread and noisy rallid was seen in Akagera NP. 

African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 

One was seen on a dam near Akagera NP. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

We saw one bird on a dam near Akagera, with a couple more birds seen at the Kigali Park.  

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee (Dikkop) Burhinus vermiculatus 

Seen in Akagera NP. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus 

A few were seen in Akagera NP. 

Senegal Lapwing (Lesser Black-winged Plover) Vanellus lugubris 

We enjoyed great views of this species alongside Lake Birengero in Akagera NP. 

African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus 

First seen at Rugende, we had later sightings in Akagera NP. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 

A widespread African wetland bird, we saw it daily in Akagera NP. 
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Pigeons and Doves  Columbidae 
Common Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia 

Seen on the outskirts of Kigali. 

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 

We saw it on buildings in urban centres, i.e. Kigali, Ruhengeri etc. 

African Olive (Rameron) Pigeon Columba arquatrix 

Fairly common over Nyungwe Forest. 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 

Widespread and seen virtually daily. 

Ring-necked (Cape Turtle) Dove Streptopelia capicola 

An inhabitant of dryer areas, we saw it around Akagera NP. 

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

Seen on our first day in as we left Kigali. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

A few birds were seen in more heavily wooded areas of Akagera NP. 

Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 

We had good views in dense lakeside vegetation in Lake Mburo NP. 

African Green Pigeon Treron calva 

Initially seen in Akagera NP, we enjoyed further views in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Parrots and Allies  Psittacidae 
Meyer's (Brown) Parrot Poicephalus meyeri 

Seen on a few occasions in Akagera NP. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 
Great Blue Turaco Corythaeola cristata 

Certainly one of the world’s great blue birds, we enjoyed some superb views of them in Nyungwe 

Forest. 

Black-billed Turaco Tauraco schuettii 

We saw this species in Nyungwe Forest. 

Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Unfortunately we only heard this species while at Akagera NP. 

Ruwenzori Turaco * ARE Tauraco johnstoni 

We enjoyed exceptional views of this species in Nyungwe Forest. 

Ross's Turaco Musophaga rossae 

We saw this beautiful species in Akagera NP. 

Bare-faced Go-away-bird Corythaixoides personatus 

A few birds were seen in Akagera NP, where this species is not uncommon. 

Eastern (Grey) Plantain-eater Crinifer zonurus 

A pair put on a great show for us in Akagera NP. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Blue-headed Coucal Centropus monachus 

This huge wetland inhabitant was seen at Nyabarongo wetland on the outskirts of Kigali. 

White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus 

Seen on a few occasions in Akagera NP. 
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NOTE: Clements does not recognise the widely accepted split of the southern dark-browed Burchell’s Coucal C. burchelli 

from the northerly White-browed Coucal C. superciliosus which we recorded in Uganda. 

Blue Malkoha (Yellowbill) Ceuthmochares aereus 

Excellent views were had of this skulky species in Nyungwe Forest. 
Note: The IOC splits the complex into Green Malkoha, C. australis that occurs in East and Southern Africa and Blue 

Malkoha, C. aereus that we observed and occurs in East, West and Central Africa. Clements does not as yet accept this 

split. 

Levaillant’s Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii 

This species showed well in Akagera NP, where we saw a few birds. 

Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas 

A single male was seen in Akagera NP. 

Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo Cercococcyx montanus 

We were treated to amazing views of an individual sunning itself after a rainshower, eventually 

walking away from the sighting! Almost unheard of behaviour from this notorious skulker. 

Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius 

This bird was seen in Akagera NP. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 

Two birds were seen just after sunset in Akagera NP. 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

Heard in Akagera NP. 

 

Nightjars & Allies  Caprimulgidae 
Black-shoulderd Nightjar  Caprimulgus nigriscapularis 

Heard (guide only) at Akagera NP. 

Ruwenzori Nightjar * ARE Caprimulgus ruwenzorii 

We enjoyed great views of this ARE in Nyungwe Forest. 

Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma 

A total of three birds were seen in Akagera NP, affording us some superb views. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Scarce Swift Schoutedenapus myoptilus 

We recorded a single bird flying over Nyungwe Forest. 

Little Swift Apus affinis 

Seen at scattered locales during the tour. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 

Recorded on a number of occasions in suburban and woodland situations during the tour. 

Blue-naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus 

We saw this avian in savanna habitat in Akagera NP. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina 

A male showed really well on the pink trail in Nyungwe Forest. 

Bar-tailed Trogon Apaloderma vittatum 
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After initially hearing this bird on a few occasions, we tracked a bird down which showed beautifully 

for us! 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudata 

A few birds were seen in Akagera NP. 
 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Grey-headed (-hooded) Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala 

A single was seen in Akagera NP, with a further bird recorded at the Kigali park. 

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 

Recorded in Akagera NP. 

Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata 

Seen on a few occasions in Akagera NP and at Nyabarongo wetland. 

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 

One bird provided us with excellent views at Nyabarongo wetland. 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

Common on the lakes in Akagera NP. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

This dainty bird was seen in on a few occasions in Akagera NP and later at the park in Kigali. 

Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater Merops oreobates 

Common over montane forest at Nyungwe. 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

We recorded this species at Akagera NP. 

 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
White-headed Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus bollei 

Excellent views were had in Nyungwe Forest. 

Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

This noisy bird was seen in Akagera NP. 

Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

Also recorded in Akagera NP. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 

Recorded on a few occasions in Akagera NP. 

Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill Bycanistes subcylindricus 

This noisy forest inhabitant was seen from the canopy walkway in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

African Barbets  Lybiidae 
Western Tinkerbird Pogoniulus coryphaeus 

We enjoyed excellent views of this dainty species in Nyungwe Forest. 
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Yellow (Golden)-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus 

Seen on a number of occasions in Nyungwe Forest. 

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus 

A savanna species, we recorded it in Akagera NP. 

Spot-flanked Barbet Tricholaema lacrymosa 

This species was seen in Akagera NP on a few occasions.  

Red-faced Barbet Lybius rubrifacies 

A sought after species with a small range (wholly restricted to East Africa, and found only in south-

western Uganda, northern Tanzania and in the east of Rwanda), we enjoyed excellent views in Akagera 

NP. 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

Good views were had of this species in Akagera NP, here near the northern limit of its range. 

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 

Heard in Akagera NP. 

Scaly-throated Honeyguide Indicator variegatus 

One birds showed well in Akagera NP. 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 

A single of this species, here near the northern limit of its range, was seen in Akagera NP. 

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

We recorded this species in Akagera NP. 

Bearded Woodpecker Dendropicos namaquus 

One was seen in Akagera NP. 

Olive Woodpecker Dendropicos goertae 

We heard this species in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Broadbills  Eurylaimidae 
African Broadbill Smithornis capensis 

We unfortunately only heard this species in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Wattle-eyes & Batises  Platysteiridae 
Ruwenzori Batis * ARE Batis diops 

This avian was recorded in Nyungwe Forest. 

Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 

Initially seen in Akagera, we later saw this species in montane forest in Nyungwe. 

Brown-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea 

We saw this species near the western edge of Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Bushshrikes  Malaconotidae 
Lagden’s Bushshrike Malaconotus lagdeni 

A sought after and very range restricted species was seen in Nyungwe Forest. 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

Recorded on a few occasions in Akagera NP. 

Doherty's Bushshrike Chlorophoneus dohertyi 
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Heard on a number of occasions in Nyungwe Forest.  

Marsh Tchagra Tchagra minuta 

One bird showed well in Akagera NP. 
NOTE: The more southerly forms of this species are often separated as Anchieta’s Tchagra T. anchietae with the Central 

African form retained in the nominate group. IOC does not accept this split. 

Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 

Heard while in Akagera NP. 

Pink-footed Puffback Dryoscopus angolensis 

Good views of this species were had below Uwinka in Nyungwe Forest. 

Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis 

We saw this species on a few occasions in and around Nyungwe. 

Mountain Sooty Boubou Laniarius poensis 

This skulker was heard around Uwinka in Nyungwe Forest.  

Willard’s Sooty Boubou * ARE Laniarius willardi 

We saw a total of three “Sooty” Boubous that sported distinctive grey irises while birding in forest 

alongside Kamiranzovu Marsh in Nyungwe Forest, and the only bird that this corresponds with is the 

newly described ARE known as Willard’s Sooty Boubou. The birds responded very well to playback of 

their calls, allowing great views of their irises as they came within a few metres of us. 

Tropical Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus 

Heard on a number of occasions, and seen (guide only). 

Papyrus Gonolek Laniarius mufumbiri 

This stunning papyrus specialist showed well at Nyabarongo Wetland. 

Black-headed Gonolek Laniarius erythrogaster 

Heard on a few occasions in Akagera NP. 

Brubru Nilaus afer 

Recorded in Akagera NP. 

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Grey Cuckooshrike Coracina caesia 

This species was seen a few times in Nyungwe Forest. 

Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 

A few birds were seen in Akagera NP. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Mackinnon's Shrike (Fiscal) Lanius mackinnoni 

Recorded on a plantation edge near Ruhengeri. 

Grey-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitoroides 

A few were seen in the moist savannas at Akagera. 

Common Fiscal Lanius collaris 

We saw this species en route from Kigali to Akagera in agricultural land. 

 

Orioles  Oriolidae 
Mountain (Black-tailed) Oriole Oriolus percivali 

Seen well in Nyungwe Forest. 

(African) Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

This woodland species was seen in Akagera NP. 
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Drongos  Dicruridae 
Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

Quite common in Akagera NP. 

 

Monarch  Monarchidae 
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 

We saw it at a few scattered sites during the tour. 

 

Crows  Corvidae 
Pied Crow Corvus albus 

This species was seen at scattered open country sites during the tour. 

White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 

We had some good views of this species in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
White-tailed Blue Flycatcher Elminia albicauda 

A very dainty bird that is constantly moving about and fanning its tail, we enjoyed some superb views 

of it near Ruhengeri. 

White-bellied Crested Flycatcher Elminia albiventris 

We recorded a few birds while in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Tits  Paridae 
White-winged Black Tit Melaniparus leucomelas 

Good views of this bird were had in Akagera NP. 

Dusky Tit Melaniparus funereus 

A small flock showed well near Kamiranzovu Marsh in Nyungwe Forest. 

Stripe-breasted Tit *ARE Melaniparus fasciiventer 

This handsome bird was seen on a few occasions in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 
Grey (African) Penduline Tit Anthoscopus caroli 

A tiny bird, we saw it in Akagera NP. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 

Good views of this widespread lark were had in Akagera NP. 

Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea 

Possessing a noisy, wing-clipping display, we saw this one in Akagera NP. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor 

This widespread and common species was seen daily. 
Note: A confusing genus, the birds we observed have been split by the IOC from Common Bulbul P. barbatus which is found 

further north in Africa. Clements does not yet recognise this split. 

Olive-breasted (Mountain) Greenbul  Andropadus nigriceps  

Quite common and seen a number of times in Nyungwe Forest. 
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Note: The Mountain Greenbuls have recently been split into a number of species scattered in higher altitude forest patches 

across Africa. The birds we saw are endemic to the Albertine Rift and central Kenya. 

Yellow-whiskered Greenbul Andropadus latirostris 

Recorded on a number of occasions in Nyungwe Forest, this species is often vocal intermittently 

throughout the day.  

Yellow-streaked Greenbul Phyllastrephus flavostriatus 

A wing-flicking greenbul, we enjoyed some good views of this species in Nyungwe. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae   
White-headed Saw-wing Psalidoprocne albiceps 

This bird was seen over a small dam outside of Akagera NP. 

Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne holomelas 

Common over Nyungwe Forest. 
NOTE: The Black Saw-wing complex is sometimes split into eight full species with the Ugandan form being retained in P. 

holomelas. 
Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

Good views of this species were had in Akagera NP. Nests in burrows in the ground. 

Brown-throated (Plain) Martin Riparia paludicola 

Seen over the Nyungwe Forest Park HQ on the eastern edge of the forest. 

Angola Swallow Hirundo angolensis 

Common in open country sites, where it was seen daily. 

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

We recorded this species at a wetland outside of Ruhengeri. 

Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Quite common over Kigali, and also seen in Ruhengeri. 
NOTE: This confusing polytypic complex is being reviewed for multi-species splitting. Within the African populations, three 

potential species exist. The southern African nominate form H. f. fuligula would remain as Rock Martin and the more 

northern populations would become Red-throated Rock Martin H. pusilla which is resident in Rwanda. Palaearctic birds 

would become Pale Crag Martin H. obsolete. IOC and Clements do not as yet recognise any of these splits. 

Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 

Recorded on a few occasions in the former half of the tour. 

Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis 

We saw this large swallow in Akagera NP. 

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 

Not uncommon over our lodge in Akagera, where we had a number of good views. 

 

Crombecs, African Warblers  Macrospenidae 
Moustached Grass Warbler Melocichla mentalis 

A single bird was seen in Akagera NP. 

Red-faced Crombec Sylvietta whytii 

We saw a few while in Akagera NP. 

White-browed Crombec Sylvietta leucophrys 

Heard while in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Cettia Bush Warblers & Allies  Cettidae 
Neumann's (Short-tailed) Warbler * ARE Hemitesia neumanni 

Often a very difficult species to see, we enjoyed excellent views of this fast-moving and sought-after 

ARE while in Nyungwe Forest. 
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Grauer's Warbler * ARE Graueria vittata 

Also a skulky bird, we achieved some great views during our time in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 
Red-faced Woodland Warbler * ARE Phylloscopus laetus 

Seen on a few occasions within Nyungwe Forest, where this vocal species showed well. 

Brown Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus umbrovirens 

This species showed well in low scrub in the eastern side of Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Greater Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus rufescens 

One was recorded in Nyabarongo Wetland near Kigali after being heard in Akagera NP. 

Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

We heard this species in Nyabarongo Wetland. 

Mountain Yellow Warbler Chloropeta similis 

One bird showed superbly in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 
Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala centralis 

A single showed very well in a wetland near Ruhengeri. The race we saw was the centralis race, which 

has a much more high pitched call than the Little Rush Warblers found further south.  

Grauer’s Swamp Warbler * ARE Bradypterus graueri 

We saw this ARE while in Nyungwe Forest. 

White-winged Swamp Warbler Bradypterus carpalis 

This species is a papyrus specialist, and we had a bird that showed very well in Nyabarongo Wetland. 

Evergreen Forest Warbler Bradypterus lopezi barakae 

We had excellent views of this skulker while in Nyungwe Forest.  

Cinnamon Bracken Warbler Bradypterus cinnamomeus 

Seen on a few occasions in Nyungwe Forest. Prefers bracken and thickets in slightly more open 

situations than the previous species, which is usually found in thickets under closed canopy forest. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops 

Its “squeezy toy” call was heard in a rank area en route to Akagera NP. 

Trilling Cisticola Cisticola woosnami 

Common and regularly encountered in Akagera NP. 

Chubb's Cisticola Cisticola chubbi 

This is a common highland inhabitant, and we recorded it a number of times in Nyungwe Forest. 

Winding Cisticola Cisticola marginatus 

Common over reedbed and rank vegetation, we saw it a number of times in Akagera NP. 
NOTE: Some authorities split this widespread African species into five species; Winding Cisticola C. marginatus, which 

occurs in East, Central and West Africa (which we recorded). The other four species are Coastal Cisticola C. 

haematocephalus that occurs in coastal East Africa, Luapula Cisticola C. luapula occurring largely in Zambia, Rufous-

winged Cisticola C. galactotes of coastal Southern Africa and Ethiopian Cisticola C. lugubris endemic to Ethiopia. IOC 

ratifies this split (however Clements does not as yet recognise these splits). 

Carruthers's Cisticola Cisticola carruthersi 

This species, an East African endemic, is a found in fairly high altitude wetlands, and we had some 

excellent views at Nyabarongo wetland. 
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Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis 

A large savanna cisticola, we heard it while in Akagera NP. 

Long-tailed (Tabora) Cisticola Cisticola angusticaudus 

Some great views were had while in Akagera NP.  

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 

Seen in scrubby vegetation at the Kigali Park. 

Black-faced (Banded) Prinia Prinia melanops 

Our first day in Nyungwe produced a great view of this species. 

Ruwenzori (Collared) Apalis * ARE Apalis ruwenzorii 

This smart ARE was seen on a number of occasions in Nyungwe Forest. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes lumped into Black-collared Apalis A. pulchra. 

Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella 

A small, Acacia-loving warbler, it was seen in Akagera NP. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida 

Heard while in Akagera NP. 

Mountain Masked Apalis * ARE Apalis personata 

A common apalis in Nyungwe Forest, we saw it on quite a number of occasions. 

Black-throated Apalis Apalis jacksoni 

Seen well in Nyungwe Forest in forest edge habitat. 

Chestnut-throated Apalis Apalis porphyrolaema 

Its “ringing-telephone” call was heard quite frequently, and a few were seen during our time in the 

forest. 

Kungwe Apalis * ARE Apalis argentea eidos 

Two birds showed exceptionally well in Nyungwe Forest. This forest is probably the most accessible 

site in the world for this species. 

Grey-capped Warbler Eminia lepida 

Heard at a number of sites in the former half of the tour. 

Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata  

Heard in forest edge habitat in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Fulvettas, Ground Babblers Pellorneidae 
Mountain Illadopsis Illadopsis pyrrhoptera 

Seen on our last morning in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Laughingthrushes  Leiothrichidae 
Red-collared (Mountain) Babbler * ARE  Kupeornis rufocinctus 

This highly sought-after ARE is currently only viewable in Nyungwe Forest in Rwanda. We initially 

enjoyed excellent views of a pair, before finding a flock of between 10 and 12 birds further down the 

trail. 

Black-lored Babbler Turdoides sharpei 

Not uncommon in Akagera NP, where we recorded this species. 

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

Heard while in Akagera NP. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylviidae 
Ruwenzori Hill Babbler Pseudoalcippe atriceps 

We saw this species well in Nyungwe Forest. 
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NOTE: The black-headed Rwenzori Hill Babbler that we saw in Rwanda, P. atriceps is sometimes split off from African Hill 

Babbler P. abyssinica. Although IOC accepts this split, Clements do not. This species has a very disjunct population, 

occurring in the Albertine Rift and in south-west Cameroon and north-eastern Nigeria. African Hill Babbler is distributed 

in East Africa from Zambia/Malawi to Eritrea. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
African Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis 

This bright yellow avian was seen on few occasions in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Sugarbirds and Allies  Promeropidae 
Grey-chested Babbler Kakamega poliothorax 

A very shy bird, we saw a single bird while in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Starlings, Rhabdornis  Sturnidae 
Greater Blue-eared (Glossy-) Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Good numbers of this dazzling species were seen in Akagera NP. 

Splendid (Glossy-) Starling Lamprotornis splendidus 

A few birds were recorded in Akagera NP. 

Rüppell's (Glossy-) Starling Lamprotornis purpuroptera 

A common moist savanna starling, with good numbers seen in Akagera NP. 

Violet-backed (Plum-coloured) Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Another stunning starling, we saw good numbers (often in small flocks) while in Akagera NP. 

Slender-billed Starling Onychognathus tenuirostris 

An inhabitant of montane forest, we saw this species on our last morning while leaving Nyungwe. 

Waller’s Starling Onychognathus walleri 

Not uncommon in Nyungwe, with a really good view of a pair nesting next to the canopy walkway. 

Stuhlmann's Starling Poeoptera stuhlmanni 

One was seen in Nyungwe Forest. 

Sharpe's Starling Pholia sharpii 

We had great scope views of this bird in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 

A few were seen on game (such as African Buffalo) while in Akagera NP. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
White-tailed Rufous (Ant-) Thrush Neocossyphus poensis 

One bird was seen as it sat on a path while in Nyungwe Forest. 

African Thrush Turdus pelios 

A few were seen near in gardens i.e. in Kigali and Ruhengeri. 

Abyssinian Thrush Turdus abyssinicus 

Seen daily in Nyungwe Forest. 
NOTE: This species, found in montane forest from northern Tanzania to northern Somalia, is a split from Olive Thrush 

Turdus olivaceus, which is endemic to southern Africa. 

Red-throated Alethe * ARE Pseudalethe poliophrys 

This smart ARE showed really well while in Nyungwe Forest. 
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Chats and Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata 

Common in Nyungwe Forest, with a number of views of this beautiful montane forest dweller. 

Equatorial Akalat Sheppardia aequatorialis 

Unfortunately only heard while in Nyungwe Forest. 

Archer's Ground Robin (-Chat) * ARE Cossypha archeri 

A smart bird, a single showed excellently in Nyungwe Forest. 

White-browed (Heuglin's) Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 

Heard on a number of occasions; seen by guide only. 

White-browed (Red-backed) Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 

A few were seen in Akagera NP. This is a widespread and characteristic African savanna species. 

African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

Quite commonly seen in highland areas (i.e. around Ruhengeri and the edges of Nyungwe Forest). 
NOTE: Many authorities (including Clements and the IOC) recognise the split of African S. torquatus and Common S. 

rubicola Stonechats (the latter a Palaearctic species), which is not followed by all authorities. Further splitting may occur 

in both groups including the highland Ethiopian form S. t. albofasciata that may become Ethiopian Stonechat. 

Sooty Chat Myrmecocichla nigra 

Not uncommon in Akagera, where we enjoyed a number of views. 

Ruaha (Arnot’s) Chat Pentholaea collaris 

A recent split form Arnot’s Chat, this East African endemic showed well just outside of Akagera NP, 

with a sighting of a pair in the park as well. 

Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

We saw a male of this vocal species Akagera NP. 

White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher Dioptrornis fischeri 

Recorded near Ruhengeri and around Nyungwe Forest. 

Yellow-eyed Black Flycatcher * ARE Malaenornis ardesiacus 

Small numbers were seen in Nyungwe Forest in clearings. 

Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 

We saw a couple birds in Akagera NP. 

Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus 

This largish, drab woodland flycatcher was seen well in Akagera NP. 

Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens 

We heard a single in dense woodland fringing Lake Ihema in Akagera NP. 

Swamp Flycatcher Muscicapa aquatica 

Small numbers were seen in wetlands near Kigali, as well as in Akagera NP. 

African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta pumila 

Recorded in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 

Good views of this forest warbler were had in Nyungwe Forest. 

Blue-headed Sunbird * ARE Cyanomitra alinae 

We had some great views of this ARE in Nyungwe Forest. 

Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 

Heard while in Nyunge Forest. 
NOTE: The Olive Sunbird species complex has been split into two full species by Clements and some other authorities, 

namely the nominate Eastern Olive Sunbird C. olivacea and the form which we recorded in Rwanda, Western Olive 

Sunbird. There has been a review of this split and several authorities are in doubt of the validity, which is based upon the 
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presence, or lack there-of, of pectoral tufts in the females of the various forms within the complex. The IOC does not 

recognise this split. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 

Brilliant views were had in a flowering Erythrina tree in Akagera NP. 

Bronzy Sunbird Nectarinia kilimensis 

A common, highland sunbird, of which we enjoyed some great views. 

Ruwenzori Double-collared Sunbird * ARE Cinnyris stuhlmanni 

One bird was seen near Uwinka. This sunbird is larger and longer billed than the following species, and 

far less common. 

Northern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris reichenowi 

Regularly recorded in Nyungwe Forest. 

Regal Sunbird * ARE Cinnyris regius 

This stunning sunbird was seen on a number of occasions in Nyungwe Forest. 

Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 

This species showed well while in Akagera NP. 

Red-chested Sunbird Cinnyris erythrocercus 

Found in the vicinity of large Papyrus wetlands, we recorded a few while in Akagera NP. 

Purple-banded Sunbird Cinnyris bifasciatus 

One female was seen in moist woodland in Akagera NP. 

Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus 

We enjoyed scattered views of this species during our tour of Rwanda. 

Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus 

A pair was seen on the final afternoon at the Kigali Park. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus 

Seen almost daily and usually in the vicinity of human habitation. 

 

Weavers & Widowbirds  Ploceidae 
Thick-billed (Grosbeak) Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 

A few birds were seen in wetland situations around Kigali and Ruhengeri. 

Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht 

Quite common in highland areas. 

Slender-billed Weaver Ploceus pelzelni 

A small weaver with a delicate bill, it is associated with wetlands. We recorded it around wetlands near 

Kigali and Akagera. 

Little Weaver Ploceus luteolus 

Superficially similar to the previous species, we recorded a male in Akagera NP while foraging in 

Acacia woodland. 

Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 

Heard on a few occasions in the former half of the tour. 

Strange Weaver * ARE Ploceus alienus 

Seen very well in Nyungwe Forest. 

Holub's Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops 

This large weaver was seen in Akagera NP. 

Northern Brown-throated Weaver Ploceus castanops 

We saw this wetland-associated bird in Akagera NP. 

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 
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Recorded on a number of occasions in the former half of the tour. 

Black-headed (Yellow-backed) Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus 

This species was seen daily in the first half of the tour. 

Dark-backed Weaver Ploceus bicolor 

Seen well in Nyungwe Forest. 

Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 

We had some superb views of this species in Akagera NP. 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

Seen in agricultural land alongside the Akagera River. 

Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 

Another species that was seen in agricultural land alongside the Akagera River. 

Fan-tailed (Red-shouldered) Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 

We saw this species in Akagera NP, as well as in cultivation nearby. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Grey-headed Nigrita (Negrofinch) Nigrita canicapillus 

We saw this species in Nyungwe Forest. 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 

A colourful species, it was seen in Akagera NP. 

Dusky Crimsonwing * ARE Cryptospiza jacksoni 

This stunning bird was seen very well on a quiet trail in Nyungwe Forest. 

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 

Quite common in Akagera NP. 

Red-cheeked Cordonbleu Uraeginthus bengalus 

Another species that was quite common in Akagera NP. 

Yellow-bellied Waxbill  Estrilda quartinia 

A delightful montane forest inhabitant, we saw this species in the western side of Nyungwe. 

Fawn-breasted Waxbill Estrilda paludicola 

Initially seen alongside Lake Birengero in Akagera NP, we later also saw this avian at a wetland area 

near Ruhengeri. 
NOTE: The Ethiopian near-endemic E. ochrogaster is sometimes recognized as a distinct species, Abyssinian Waxbill. This 

split is recognised by the IOC. 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

A widespread species seen at scattered open country sites on the tour. 

Black-crowned Waxbill Estrilda nonnula 

We saw these near Akagera NP in a small drainage line, and later near Nyungwe Forest. 

Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata 

A small seedeater, it was seen on a few occasions on the tour. 

Black-and-white Mannikin Lonchura bicolor 

Recorded between Kigali and Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Indigobirds, Whydahs  Viduidae 
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata 

Seen near human settlements (hence the name!) in the vicinity of Akagera NP. 

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 

A few were seen in Akagera NP.  
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Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

We first encountered this species near Kigali. 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

Common and seen virtually daily in the former half of the tour. 

Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 

Seen in Akagera NP in moist grassland and savanna. 

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 

This widespread African species was seen in Akagera NP. 
NOTE: African pipit taxonomy is in rather a disarray and much further research is required in the phylogeny of this 

grouping. Several forms which are considered subspecies are likely to become full species in their own rights and several 

new forms are surely still to be described. The identification of two new species of pipits from an urban hockey field in 

Kimberley, South Africa, provides an excellent illustration regarding how little is know about African pipits and how little 

attention has been paid to them.  

Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys 

We saw a few birds in Akagera NP. 

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Yellow-crowned Canary Serinus flavivertex 

Possessing a musical call, we saw this bird at the entrance to Nyungwe NP. 
NOTE: This species complex has been split into two, the nominate southern group would remain as Cape Canary Serinus 

canicollis and the form which we recorded in Rwanda becomes Yellow-crowned Canary S. flavivertex. IOC and Clements 

both recognize this split. 

Western Citril Crithagra frontalis 

We had good views of this species near Kigali and Ruhengeri. 
NOTE: This complex is now split into three distinct species, the eastern Southern Citril C. hyposticta, the western Western 

Citril C. frontalis (which is the form occurring in Rwanda) and the nominate African Citril C. citrinelloides. IOC and 

Clements recognize these splits. 

Papyrus Canary Crithagra koliensis                                 

A very scarce inhabitant of papyrus wetlands, we were most fortunate to find three at a wetland near 

Kigali. 

Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 

Seen on a number of occasions in the former half of the tour. 

Brimstone (Bully) Canary Crithagra sulphurata 

Small numbers were seen in scattered areas of moist, low scrub and farmbush in the former half of the 

tour. 

Streaky Seedeater Crithagra striolata 

This bird is quite common in highland areas, where we saw many. 

Thick-billed Seedeater Crithagra burtoni 

We saw this avian in and around Nyungwe Forest. 
NOTE: The Tanzanian endemic S. melanochrous is sometimes split off a Kipengere Seedeater; this is accepted by the IOC. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 

Recorded in Akagera NP. 

Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 

Seen on a number of occasions, including a point blank sighting in an open area in Nyungwe Forest. 
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Annotated List of Mammals recorded 
 

Taxonomy and nomenclature follows “The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals” by Jonathan 

Kingdon, Academic Press, 1997. 

 

Total species recorded: 20 (18 seen and 2 heard only) 
 

Apes  Hominidae 
Chimpanzee  Pan troglodytes schweinfurthii      

The blood curdling shrieking of a few chimps was unfortunately only heard while in Nyungwe Forest. 

Eastern (Mountain) Gorilla Gorilla gorilla beringei 

Seeing a gorilla ranks as one of the highlights of global wildlife viewing, with this occasion proving no 

different. Indeed the experience was made even more significant by the birth (the evening before) of a 

gorilla baby, and the way in which the other gorillas in the troop admired the new arrival! This is 

certainly a once in a lifetime experience! 

 

Cheek-Pouch Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Olive (Anubis) Baboon Papio anubis 

Good numbers were seen in Akagera NP. 

Vervet Monkey  Cercopithecus pygerythrus     

Also common in Akagera NP. 

L'Hoest's Monkey Cercopithecus lhoesti       

A very terrestrial primate, we enjoyed a number of views of this handsome monkey in Nyungwe 

Forest. 

Blue (Silver) Monkey  Cercopithecus mitis doggetti   

This monkey was seen in Akagera and Nyungwe Forest, with the subspecies known locally as “Silver 

Monkey”. 

 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 
Uganda Grass-Hare (Bunyoro Rabbit) Poelagus marjorita       

We saw a few in Akagera NP. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae  
Boehm's Squirrel Paraxerus boehmi       

A few of this tiny forest squirrel were seen in Nyungwe Forest. 

Red-legged Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus rufobrachium 

One was seen in Nyungwe Forest. 

 

Cats  Felidae 
Leopard Panthera pardus 

Heard (guide only) in Akagera. 

 

Horses  Equidae 
Plains Zebra  Equus quagga       

We saw a few good herds in Akagera NP. 
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Hippopotamuses  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius     

A few of these amphibious monsters were seen in Akagera NP. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog  Phacochoerus africanus  

This species was recorded in Akagera NP. 

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 
Giraffe  Giraffa camelopardalis     

We saw a few while driving through the lightly wooded hills of Akagera NP. 

 

Bovids & Horned  Ungulates 
African Buffalo  Syncerus caffer        

A decent sized herd was encountered in an area of grassland on a ridge in Akagera NP. 

Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus       

Although typically fairly shy, we recorded a few in Akagera NP. 

Defassa Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus  defassa    

The “Defassa” subspecies, which lacks the white “toilet seat” rump of the Common Waterbuck, was 

seen in Akagera NP. 

Impala  Aepyceros melampus 

Common in Akagera NP. 

Topi (Tsessebe) Damaliscus lunatus 

A swift runner, we saw them in Akagera NP. 

Roan Antelope     Hippotragus equinus 

A good herd of this scarce antelope was seen in Akagera NP. 

 

Annotated List of Reptiles recorded 
 

Total species recorded: 2 
 

Great Lakes Bush Viper              Atheris nitschei 

An interesting green viper speckled with black, we saw one on a path in Nyungwe Forest. 

Moreau’s Tropical House Gecko             Hemidactylus mabouia 

Seen in the vicinity of accommodations at a few places on the tour, beginning with at Masindi.   

 
Photo credits: Mountain Gorilla by Alison Stanes; Freckled Nightjar, Ruwenzori Turaco and Purple-breasted Sunbird by 

Rainer Summers 
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