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Tour Summary 
 

We began our tour of eastern South Africa with some pre-breakfast birding at our hotel in 

Johannesburg, picking up a handful of endemics and other interesting species, most notably Karoo 

Thrush and Red-headed Finch. A good start, but things only really began to heat up after our arrival 

in the Zaagkuildrift area. There, under a scorching African sun, we found our first Natal Spurfowls, 

Amur Falcons, Grey Go-away-birds, Jacobin and Black Cuckoos, Woodland Kingfishers, Blue-

cheeked and European Bee-eaters, Magpie Shrikes, Desert Cisticola, Arrow-marked Babblers, Red-

chested Swallows, White-winged Widowbird, Marico Flycatcher, Yellow-crowned Bishop, 

Harlequin Quail and Scaly-feathered Finches. 

 

Making our way to our lodge after a brief lunch in the bush, we found ourselves birding around the 

entrance gate, albeit due to uncontrollable circumstances! There, at least, we picked up a very 

obliging African Cuckoo, while the reserve and lodge grounds provided us with our first Southern 

Pied Babblers, Swainson's Spurfowl, Chinspot Batis, Chestnut-vented Warbler, African Wattled 

Lapwing, Green Wood Hoopoe, Long-billed Crombec, Crested Barbet, Marico Sunbird and African 

Paradise Flycatcher.   

 

Another pre-breakfast stroll saw the new day in and we had already bagged a few new species by 

the time we sat down to eat, including Golden-tailed Woodpecker, Levaillant's Cuckoo, Burnt-

necked Eremomela, Brown-crowned Tchagra and Lesser Honeyguide. We also took our time to 

examine our second of the common yellow weaver species, Lesser Masked Weaver. 

 

Following Breakfast, we began the long journey to Kruger National Park, stopping briefly for 

Northern Black Korhaan and a bonus Cuckoo-finch!  

 

Arriving at the gate to the park with a little time to spare, we were able to make a few birding stops 

on our journey to camp. This proved productive and we enjoyed sightings of numerous wild game 

and birds. Highlights included Hooded and White-backed Vultures, Brown Snake and Tawny 

Eagles, Red-crested Korhaan, Black-winged Lapwing, European Roller and Long-tailed Paradise 

Whydah. We spent dinner that evening in the company of African Scops Owls in Satara Camp. 

 

Taking advantage of the long summer day, we set out on a drive before breakfast, once again seeing 

a great selection of birds and mammals, this time including an incredible 3 Cheetah! The restaurant 

area itself in no way gave us a break and we were fending off Greater Blue-eared Starlings while 

also enjoying great views of Bennet's Woodpecker and a group of Epaulated Fruit Bats.  

 

 



 

 

The rest of our day consisted of a very productive and enjoyable drive to Olifants Camp, where we 

ate lunch, and returned to Satara. Special sightings abounded and we came away with a day list that 

included a magnificent Leopard in a tree, a White Rhino from a spectacular viewpoint, many 

Elephants, Brown-headed Parrots, three species of stork (including Saddle-billed), Goliath Heron, 

White-headed Vulture, Bateleur, Martial Eagle, Booted Eagle, Pallid and Montagu's Harriers, Kori 

Bustard, three species of roller, two species of bee-eater, an obliging Black-crowned Tchagra and 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver.   

 

A new day saw us transfer to Skukuza camp and, although the distance between both camps is very 

short, we took all day to make our journey. This was, naturally, a result of all the great things seen 

along the way. Following a short detour to the Orpen area, we then travelled south, past Tshokwane, 

to Lower Sabi Camp for lunch. We couldn't have hoped for more, or better, sightings and we ended 

up with 113 species of birds on our day list. A group of terribly good-looking Marabou Storks was 

perhaps our first great sighting and was followed by Bearded Woodpecker, more White-backed 

Vultures, a European Honey Buzzard, Knob-billed Duck, Spotted Thickknee, White-crowned 

Lapwing, Woodland and Malachite Kingfishers, Southern Ground Hornbill, Grey-rumped and 

Wire-tailed Swallows, a vocal Croaking Cisticola and Green-winged Pytilia. The Nkuhlu picnic 

spot was especially productive and we wandered among giant Nile Monitor Lizards to obtain great 

views of Purple-crested Turaco and Collared Sunbird, among other species. Check-in time at 

Skukuza produced our first White-browed Robin-Chat. 

 

The day was not over by then, however. We ate dinner, overlooking the river, in the company of 

quite a few Greater Galagos; perhaps a prelude to the great evening drive that proceeded. Night 

drives are, for many of us, a great opportunity to search for smaller, seldom-seen creatures and birds 

of the night. We did exceptionally well on this front and we not only scored numerous Spotted 

Eagle-Owls and a couple of Verreaux's Eagle-Owls, but we also had White Rhino, South African 

Lesser Galago, Small-spotted Genet, White-tailed Mongoose, African Wild Cat, Elephant and 

Spotted Hyena, all captured in the beam of our spotlight. 

 

Opting to eat breakfast at Pretoriuskop Camp, we afforded ourselves the opportunity to cover some 

ground in a new area of the park, again before breakfast. Along the way we found our final member 

of the big five, Lion, along with a mother Leopard walking her two teenage cubs, Grey-headed 

Bushshrike and an African Green Pigeon. 

 

It seemed like coffee at breakfast was followed immediately by lunch as we drove almost directly to 

the small town of Carolina. Nevertheless, it wasn't long before we were birding again as we stopped 

by some roadside wetlands for Maccoa and White-back Ducks and Black Heron, among other 

goodies. This brought us not far from our destination for the next two nights, Wakkerstroom, and 

the superb accommodation we availed of there!  

 



 

 

A rather cool morning breeze greeted us at the break of the highveld dawn and we were well 

wrapped up by the time we reached the Yellow-breasted Pipit site. Fortunately, a splendid adult 

showed well and we had time to pick up our first Banded Martins, Southern Anteater Chats and 

Pied Starlings while returning for breakfast. A hearty South African breakfast it was, fuelling us for 

a full day of birding in the wide open areas around Wakkerstroom. Our long but thoroughly 

productive day brought with it sightings of Rudd's and Botha's Larks, Meerkats, Southern Bald Ibis 

and Yellow Mongoose, to name just a few of the highlights. 

 

The town wetland was no less productive the next morning and we all enjoyed a selection of 

warbler species (all of which showed exceptionally well), African Spoonbill, South African 

Shelduck and Whiskered Tern. Leaving town we then had a short drive to another patch of 

grassland where we rapidly located our main quarry: a pair of White-bellied Korhaans, 

accompanied by a Black-bellied Bustard for good measure. 

  

Swiftly thereafter, we drove east and south, skirting close to Swaziland, and we soon found 

ourselves in the more humid lowlands known as Zululand. Eating lunch at our superbly well-

appointed lodge, some of us found it hard to focus with all the new bird sounds around us, but we 

were soon off to see what we could find. Luck again was on our side and we managed a few local 

specials including Rosy-throated Longclaw (alongside the other two longclaw species), Senegal 

Lapwing, Great Reed Warbler and Red-faced Cisticola. 

 

Mkhuze has always held special appeal among South African birders, drawn by the allure of a 

massive bird list and many accessible localised species within the country.  Visiting birders, of 

course, also come here to enjoy this feast of great birds and it was no surprise that our time there 

was filled with such great additions to our list. Starting at the fig forest at the eastern entrance to the 

park, we scoped our first Trumpeter Hornbills and Black-bellied Starlings. Then, as if welcoming us 

to the park, a Southern Banded Snake Eagle perched conspicuously on top of a tree, a hundred 

meters past the gate, inside the park! We ate breakfast on the windy shores of Nsumo Pan whilst a 

Western Osprey, Pink-backed Pelicans and a Forest Cobra caused intermittent excitement. 

 

From the parking area, we called in a few additions to our list, namely Purple-banded Sunbird, 

Rudd's Apalis, Red-fronted Tinkerbird, Green-backed Cameroptera and Sombre Greenbul. 

Following that excitement, we went to the ever-popular Kumasinga hide, seeing Pink-throated 

Twinspot, Nyala, Warthog, Yellow-throated Petronia, Green-winged Pytilia, Blue Waxbill, 

European Bee-eater, Black Flycatcher and Golden-breasted Bunting at the hide itself and also along 

the way. Finally, we ate lunch at the main camp (Ostrich pita for most!) before one last trip to the 

hide and our return to base. 

 



 

 

The next morning we birded the grounds of our lodge, successfully tracking down an Eastern 

Nicator, some Yellow-bellied Greenbuls, three Square-tailed Drongos and a few Cardinal 

Woodpeckers. This saw us departing to False Bay where the office was closed and we had an 

interesting interaction with the gate guard. Brief views of Neergard's Sunbird were all that was on 

offer so we proceeded to Bonamanzi where we had rather poor views of Lemon-breasted Canary.  

 

On our way into St. Lucia town we did a spot of birding, picking up African Pygmy Goose and 

Brown-throated Weaver, before a delicious seafood lunch and an excursion to the river mouth. 

There, amidst Hippos, fishermen and large crocodiles, we had better looks at Pink-backed Pelican, 

our first White-fronted Plovers, Curlew Sandpiper and Common Ringed Plover. 

 

The following day, we walked around a local campsite for the better part of our morning, 

successfully finding what we came for and more. Black-throated Wattle-eye, Livingstone's Turaco, 

Brown Scrub Robin, Red-capped Robin-Chat, Grey and Olive Sunbirds, Banded Mongoose and 

Red Duiker all falling into this category. We even had fun watching a group of very active Vervet 

Monkeys, clearly equally enjoying themselves. We drove to Cape Vidal next, spotting White Rhino, 

Buffalo and Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters. Our afternoon was quieter but we enjoyed second looks at 

many of the birds around the river mouth.  

 

St. Lucia town lies beside an extensive stand of Phragmites reeds, dissected by the main road into 

town. Given our departure along this road, we left our attempt for Rufous-winged Cisticola until the 

final morning. Successful in that attempt, we were well on our way when we had to make an 

unexpected return. Personal goods recovered, we weren't any bird species the richer but at least we 

had means to buy future drinks and were not in any way behind time. 

 

A short while later, we found ourselves watching a Palmnut Vulture during a brief respite from the 

rain, while heading to Dhlinza Boardwalk, where we weren't to have as much luck with the weather. 

Indeed, our time there produced much in the way of wet clothes and little on the bird front. 

Nonetheless, African Wood Owl, Chorister Robin-Chat and Cape Batis were much appreciated.  

We had a Thai dinner in Hilton that evening, where the group met a bird of my own! 

 

Nearby, the following morning, we birded Cedara wetland, watching groups of very active Red-

headed Queleas and rather showy Fan-tailed Grassbirds. Less conspicuous was a calling Orange 

Thrush at some private gardens in the Karkloof a short drive later, though Buff-streaked Chats and 

an Olive Woodpecker provided consolation. 

 



 

 

We spent lunch at Howick Falls, admiring the plunging water and a magnificent Crowned Eagle. 

The day was far from over and we still had the drive to Richmond where we would rapidly find 

Blue Swallow, thanks to some expert spotting, allowing us to be in Bulwer in time for a final show 

that included an African Firefinch, hopping Knysna Turacos, Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, 

displaying African Olive Pigeons and a group of endangered Cape Parrots as a finale.  

 

A trip up Sani Pass is always a highlight of a birding tour to South Africa. Not only does the area 

hold a very special set of birds, but all the action takes place amid the spectacular scenery and raw 

peacefulness that this part of the world boasts. We climbed the pass, all the way to the top, and 

travelled a little way into the open skies of the Kingdom of Lesotho, feasting our eyes on such 

specials as Greater Double-collared Sunbird, Half-collared Kingfisher, Bush Blackcap, Bearded 

Vulture, Cape Vulture, Drakensberg Siskin, Drakensberg Rockjumper, Mountain Pipit, Yellow 

Canary, Fairy Flycatcher, Cape Rock Thrush, Layard's Warbler, Slogget's Ice Rat, White-necked 

Raven and Southern Bald Ibis along the way. That evening was, for the second time, spent under 

the lovely evening skies of the Drakensberg foothills, in Himeville. 

 

A sumptuous sit-down breakfast prepared us for our travel home, or to Cape Town for those joining 

us on the second leg of the tour. Our drive to the airport took us via some open fields where we 

finally caught up with our third and final crane species, Wattled Crane. 

 

After touching ground in Cape Town, we collected two more fresh and enthusiastic team members 

and met a further two at the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. The gardens have been described in 

literature countless times and no superlative I use would be new, nor would it suffice. Let’s just say 

that the gardens were a perfect stage from which to start our Cape birding adventures. Colourful 

endemics found in this arena included the delightful Orange-breasted Sunbird and Cape Sugarbird, 

while an African Goshawk was seen as close quarters. 

 

We awoke to a rare opportunity on this tour - to eat breakfast before any birding excursions! Our 

accommodation, set in the quite surrounds of Noordhoek, is within spitting distance of the 

Simonstown Harbour, from where we were to depart for our day's pelagic birding expedition. 

Weather was favorable (somewhat of a rarity in itself!) and our day at sea was a huge success. In 

the end, we managed to bag Cory's, Manx and Great Shearwaters, Great-winged Petrel, Long-tailed 

and Parasitic Jaegers, an enormous Sperm Whale and four Albatross species, still with enough time 

to visit the penguins at Boulders Beach. Needless to say, these comical characters, donned for their 

permanent black-tie event, were much admired and photographed. A fitting way to end the day 

along the Cape coast! 

 

We visited a handful of different sites the next day, all within a short distance of the Mother City. 

For starters, the dramatic cliffs at Rooiels gave us Cape Rock Thrush, very close Cape 

Rockjumpers, a soaring Verreaux's Eagle and Cape Bunting. Harold Porter Botanical Gardens saw 



 

 

us running around and finally finding Swee Waxbill, while Black Saw-wing, Cape Spurfowl and 

Southern Boubou formed the supporting cast. We then ate lunch at these lovely gardens before 

heading to Strandfontein Sewerage Works for a look at Maccoa Duck, African Black 

Oystercatchers and a host of waders, ending the day at Kommetjie where we collected our final 

cormorant (Crowned) and some of us caught up on several Spotted Thickknees roosting in a nearby 

yard.  

 

With two more nights and a lot of ground to cover, we wasted no time in travelling north to West 

Coast National Park. There, surrounded by large expanses of Strandveld vegetation, we came across 

large numbers of Ostrich, as well as Eland, tortoises, numerous wader species and many firsts for 

the list - White-backed Mousebird, Grey-winged Francolin, Black Harrier, Pearl-breasted Swallow 

and Southern Black Korhaan. We also had our first encounter, later that day, with Victorin's 

Warbler, even if we were unable to catch a mere glimpse of a single singing bird! We spent that 

evening in the small Karoo town of Ceres. 

 

We subsequently travelled to the Tankwa Karoo from Ceres, returning to Ceres in the late 

afternoon. While there, we found a fine selection of specials, including two small parties of Karoo 

Eremomela, Rufous-eared Warbler, very vocal Namaqua Warblers, Klipspringer, Cinnamon-

chested Warbler, Cape Penduline Tit, Pririt Batis, Karoo Lark, Large-billed Lark, Black-eared 

Sparrow-Lark, Karoo Korhaan, Grey Tit and Namaqua Dove. A successful day indeed and a 

brilliant conclusion to a highly successful and thoroughly enjoyable tour. 

 

Well, almost... We woke up for the journey back to the airport but had a little time to spare. We 

used this time to visit a nearby pass, where we were elated to finally track down a Protea Canary, 

and to visit the Paarl Bird Sanctuary, where a host of waterfowl included a group of Fulvous 

Whistling and African Black Ducks, ending our tour on a very high note. Bidding farewell to one 

another, many of us went on to further our explorations of South Africa and her many delights, 

while others began the journey home, certainly to return!  

 
Photo Credits: All photos taken on the tour by Rich Lindie. 

 

 



 

 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). 2014. IOC World Bird List (v 4.2).  

 

Total species recorded: 515 (12 heard) 
 

E = South African Endemic, RE = Regional Endemic to Southern Africa, RNE = Regional Near 

Endemic, BE = Breeding Endemic, 

  

Common Ostrich  Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich      Struthio camelus 

These iconic African birds were seen in Kruger NP, West Coast NP and in the Karoo. 
NOTE: some authorities regard the subspecies S. c. molybdophanes of dry East Africa as a distinct species: Somali 

Ostrich. The form we observed would remain with the nominate Common Ostrich S. camelus. Clements does not as yet 

recognise this split. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl    Numida meleagris 

Recorded on many occasions during the tour. 

Crested Guineafowl     Guttera pucherani 

Small numbers were seen almost daily in the Mkhuze and St. Lucia areas. 

 

Pheasants & Partridges  Phasianidae 
Grey-winged Francolin (E)    Scleroptila afra 

Seen at a number sites, including Wakkerstroom, Sani Pass and West Coast NP. 

Crested Francolin     Dendroperdix sephaena 

We recorded this species regularly in Kruger NP. 

Cape Spurfowl (RE)     Pternistis capensis 

Common at a number of sites in the Cape, including West Coast NP. 

Natal Spurfowl (RNE)    Pternistis natalensis 

This species was common and often quite tame in Kruger NP. 

Red-necked Spurfowl     Pternistis afer 

One very raucous individual was seen on the outskirts of Wakkerstroom town. 

Swainson’s Spurfowl (RNE)   Pternistis swainsonii 

Also regularly encountered in Kruger NP, often standing in the road. 

(H) Common Quail      Coturnix coturnix 

We unfortunately only heard this species at Wakkerstroom. 

Harlequin Quail      Coturnix delegorguei 



 

 

Recent heavy rains in the area were no doubt the reason we encountered some of these birds in the 

Zaagkuildrift area. A great bonus! 

 

Swans, Geese & Ducks  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

Seen almost daily during the eastern portion of the tour and once again at the Paarl Bird Sanctuary. 

Fulvous Whistling Duck    Dendrocygna bicolor 

This species was a rather unexpected find during our stop at Paarl Bird Santuary. 

White-backed Duck     Thalassornis leuconotus 

Small groups and individuals of this species were seen during the journey to Wakkerstroom and 

around St. Lucia.  

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

Recorded at numerous wetlands during the tour. 

Knob-billed Duck     Sarkidiornis melanotos 

Not commonly encountered on our route, we were pleased to see a few in Kruger NP. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiaca 

The most common anatid in South Africa, and frequently seen during the tour. 

South African Shelduck (RE)   Tadorna cana 

Seen at wetlands and lakes around Wakkerstroom and in the Western Cape. 

African Pygmy Goose    Nettapus auritus 

This beautiful species was frustratingly (and surprisingly) first seen flying speedily over the fig 

forest at Mkhuze. Fortunately, we went on to see more in the St. Lucia area. 

Cape Teal      Anas capensis 

Good numbers of these were seen at Strandfontein, on the Cape Peninsula. 

African Black Duck     Anas sparsa 

Some of us saw this species near our accommodation at Wakkerstroom, others caught up with it at 

the Paarl Bird Sanctuary. 

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulata 

Commonly recorded at various wetlands during the tour. 

Cape Shoveler (RE)     Anas smithii 

Seen at a few wetland sites, with peak numbers at Strandfontein. 

Red-billed Teal     Anas erythrorhyncha 

We saw this species at large wetlands around Wakkerstroom and in the Western Cape. 

Hottentot Teal     Anas hottentota 

Also seen around Wakkerstroom and at the Paarl Bird Sanctuary. 

Southern Pochard     Netta erythrophthalma 

Only recorded in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Maccoa Duck      Oxyura maccoa 

We picked this smart species up during our drive to Wakkerstroom and again at Strandfontein. 

 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 
African (Jackass) Penguin (RE)   Spheniscus demersus 

This endearing avian was seen at the Boulders Beach colony and briefly during our pelagic. 

 

Albatrosses  Diomedeidae 
Black-browed Albatross     Thalassarche melanophrys 

Relatively common during our pelagic trip off Simonstown. 

Shy Albatross       Thalassarche cauta 

A handful of these elegant birds were seen during the pelagic. 

Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche chlororhynchos 



 

 

The most commonly encountered 'yellow-nose' of the pelagic. 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche carteri 

At least one of these birds were seen during our pelagic. 

 

Petrels & Shearwaters  Procellariidae 
Southern Giant Petrel    Macronectes giganteus 

Surprisingly few of these birds were seen during our pelagic. 

Great-winged Petrel     Pterodroma macroptera 

We had great views of this species on several occasions. 

White-chinned Petrel    Pterodroma aequinoctialis 

As always, one of the most common species off the Cape Peninsula. 

Cory's Shearwater     Calonectris borealis 

Small groups of these birds were seen on many occasions during our pelagic. 

Sooty Shearwater     Puffinus griseus 

Also very regular during our boat trip. 

Great Shearwater     Puffinus gravis 

A few individuals were seen at close quarters during our pelagic 

Manx Shearwater     Puffinus puffinus 

We had a brief but good sighting of this species, soon after we left Simonstown. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe (Dabchick)    Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Most commonly encountered in the Western Cape but also seen at Wakkerstroom and at scattered 

wetlands in KwaZulu-Natal. 

Great Crested Grebe    Podiceps cristatus 

Only encountered around the Cape Peninsula during our tour. 

Black-necked (Eared) Grebe   Podiceps nigricollis 

We recorded this species around Wakkerstroom and at Strandfontein. 

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

We found small groups of these birds around Wakkerstroom, at Mkuze and at numerous sites in the 

Western Cape. 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoenicopterus minor 

We caught up with this species in the Western Cape. 

 

Storks  Ciconidae 
Yellow-billed Stork     Mycteria ibis 

First encountered in Kruger NP, seen later in the Mkhuze area. 

Woolly-necked Stork    Ciconia episcopus 

We had great looks at this species in Kruger NP and in Zululand. 

Saddle-billed Stork     Epippiorhynchus senegalensis 

We had luck with this sought-after species during our full day in the Satara region of Kruger NP. 

Marabou Stork     Leptoptilos crumenifer 

A group of these handsome birds were seen at the roadside between Satara and Orpen. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 

A commonly encountered wetland bird during the tour, especially in the Western Cape. 



 

 

Southern Bald Ibis (E)      Geronticus calvus 

This unique endemic was seen well around Wakkerstroom and in Lesotho. 

Hadada Ibis (Hadeda)    Bostrychia hagedash 

We saw this noisy species on all but one day of the tour. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

We recorded this species in all regions, other than Zululand. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

Seen at scattered wetland sites during the last three weeks of the tour. 

 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 
Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutus 

One of these birds was seen in Wakkerstroom, while another was seen in the Western Cape. 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nyctocorax nyctocorax 

Seen in Kruger NP, Wakkerstroom and around Mkhuze. 

Striated Heron     Butorides striata 

We had great views of this species in Kruger NP, along the Zaagkuildrift Road and in the Mkhuze 

area. 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

Seen well at a few wetlands, including Wakkerstroom, Mkhuze and the Paarl Bird Sanctuary. 

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

Regularly recorded on the trip. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

Seen on numerous occasions during the tour. 

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

As with the previous species, seen quite regularly during the tour, though typically in drier habitats. 

Goliath Heron     Ardea goliath 

This, the largest of all the world's herons, was encountered on two days, during our time in Kruger 

NP. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

Regularly seen around Zululand and at Strandfontein. 

Great Egret       Ardea alba 

This species was recorded at various wetlands in KwaZulu-Natal and at Strandfontein. 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

We had good views of this species in Kruger National Park and at wetlands near Cape Town. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Fairly common around Wakkerstroom, Mkhuze and on the Cape Peninsula. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 

This distinctive species was a regular site in Kruger NP, around Wakkerstroom and at Mkhuze. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

This huge species was seen on the Cape Peninsula. 

Pink-backed Pelican     Pelecanus rufescens 

We had good views of this species in and around Mkhuze and at St. Lucia. 

 

Gannets  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet (BE)     Morus capensis 



 

 

Small groups and individuals of these birds were seen flying around our bird, close to shore in the 

Simonstown area. 

 

Cormorants & Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax africanus 

A common wetland bird, seen on most days of the tour. 

Crowned Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax coronatus 

We made our way to Kommetjie specifically to see this species. 

Bank Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax neglectus 

We sailed up to see this species on a large rock in False Bay, toward the end of our pelagic. More 

were seen at Kommetjie the following day. 

White-breasted Cormorant    Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Widespread, and seen in both freshwater and marine situations. 

Cape Cormorant (BE)    Leucocarbo capensis 

This was the common salt water cormorant around the Cape. 

 

Anhingas & Darters  Anhingidae 
African Darter     Anhinga rufa 

Sighted along the Zaagkuildrift road on day one, at Mkhuze and in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

 

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird      Sagittarius serpentarius 

Unfortunately, our only sighting of this species was a brief one – in grasslands by the side of the 

highway, during our drive to Kruger NP.  

 

Ospreys  Pandionidae 
Western Osprey     Pandion heliatus 

We first scoped this species at Nsumo Pan in Mkhuze. Thereafter, we went on to see it a handful 

more times in other parts of KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 

This little raptor was seen in the Wakkerstroom area and on numerous occasions in the Western 

Cape. 

African Harrier-Hawk    Polyboroides typus 

Singles were seen in Mpumalanga and in the Mkhuze area. 

Palm-nut Vulture     Gypohierax angolensis 

Quite range-restricted in South Africa, we were pleased to find one of these birds in the Mtunzini 

area. 

Bearded Vulture (Lammergeier)   Gypaetus barbatus 

Seen soaring during our day trip to Lesotho. 

European Honey Buzzard    Pernis apivorus 

We chanced upon one of these uncommon migrants during our drive from Satara to Skukuza. 

Hooded Vulture     Necrosyrtes monachus 

This species is rather uncommon outside of protected areas and so it was no surprise that our only 

encounters came from Kruger NP. 

White-backed Vulture    Gyps africanus 

Good numbers were seen in Kruger NP, while further sightings came from Mkhuze. 

Cape Vulture (E)     Gyps coprotheres 



 

 

This threatened endemic was seen at Abel Erasmus, Sani Pass and Lesotho. 

White-headed Vulture    Trigonoceps occipitalis 

Seen well on two separate days, in Kruger NP. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle    Circaetus pectoralis 

Surprisingly scarce during our tour, being seen only once in Kruger NP. 

Brown Snake Eagle     Circaetus cinereus 

Encountered daily in Kruger NP and often seen perched. 

Southern Banded (Fasciated) Snake Eagle  Circaetus fasciolatus 

At least one bird flew over our accommodation in the Mkhuze area, on the day we arrived, while 

another adult was seen very well at the entrance to Mkhuze Game Reseve. 

Bateleur      Terathopius ecaudatus 

This very distinctive raptor was seen well in Mkhuze and in Kruger NP. 

Crowned Hawk-Eagle    Stephanoaetus coronatus 

We saw two of these magnificent raptors near Howick Falls, one of which we were able to scope.  

Martial Eagle      Polemaetus bellicosus 

This, Africa’s largest eagle, was seen on three occasions during our time in Kruger National Park 

and once in the St. Lucia area. 

Long-crested Eagle     Lophaetus occipitalis 

A very distinctive raptor with a habit of regularly perching on roadside poles, this species is often 

easy to spot. Our tour was no exception as we saw the species during our drives to and from Kruger 

NP and during out time in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Lesser Spotted Eagle     Aquila pomarina 

At least one individual was seen well in Kruger NP. 

Wahlberg's Eagle     Aquila wahlbergi 

An intra-African Migrant and a distinctive bird in flight, we saw this species fairly regularly while 

in Kruger NP. 

Booted Eagle      Hieraaetus pennatus 

We saw this species during our time in the Satara area. 

Tawny Eagle      Aquila rapax 

We saw a couple of these birds upon our arrival at Kruger NP, and more over the following day. 

Verreaux’s Eagle     Aquila verreauxii 

One of these magnificent birds was seen flying below the cliffs at Rooiels in the Western Cape. 

African Hawk-Eagle     Aquila spilogaster 

Often a scarce species on our route, we were very pleased to see a few individuals while in Kruger 

NP. 

Lizard Buzzard     Kaupifalco monogrammicus 

Not long after we left Kruger NP, we spotted one of these good-looking little birds on a pole by the 

side of the road. 

Gabar Goshawk     Micronisus gabar 

After a very brief sighting on day one, we were pleased to get further views in Kruger NP on a 

couple of occasions. 

Dark Chanting Goshawk     Melierax metabates 

Unusually, we only had one sighting of this species. This was during our drive to the Zaagkuildrift 

area. 

Pale Chanting Goshawk (RNE)   Melierax canorus 

With its striking wing flashes and long legs, this raptor is distinctive from quite a distance. We saw 

numerous individuals during our drive through the Karoo. 

African Goshawk     Accipiter tachiro 



 

 

While gathering my flock at the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, one of these birds was spotted 

low down in a tree, perched upon its prey item. Fortunately it stayed there until we were all 

together. 

Black Sparrowhawk     Accipiter melanoleucus 

One young bird was seen in flight, and then perched, near Wakkerstroom. Another was seen near 

Cape Town. 

Western Marsh Harrier    Circus aeruginosus 

A very unexpected find at the wetland in Wakkerstroom town! 

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 

We saw this species flying over the wetlands at Cedara. 

Black Harrier (RE)     Circus maurus 

We saw good numbers of adults and juveniles of this species in West Coast NP. 

Pallid Harrier      Circus macrourus 

Seen flying over grasslands, one evening near Satara. 

Montagu's Harrier      Circus pygargus 

One individual was seen very near to the previous species and shortly after. 

Yellow-billed Kite      Milvus aegyptius 

Distinctive and common, this species was seen almost daily, throughout the tour. 

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

Always a popular bird and one of my favorites, this magnificent raptor was seen at a handful of 

locations during our tour, including Kruger NP and Mkhuze. 

Common (Steppe) Buzzard    Buteo buteo 

Another common raptor seen almost daily at almost all sites. 

Forest Buzzard     Buteo trizonatus 

A single bird was seen over the forest in the Constantia area of Cape Town. 

Jackal Buzzard (RE)     Buteo rufofuscus 

This handsome species was seen in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands and throughout the Western Cape. 

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 
Rock (Eurasian/Common) Kestrel   Falco rupicolus 

Seen only once during the eastern leg of our tour (in Kruger NP), though common in western South 

Africa. 

Greater Kestrel     Falco rupicoloides 

This species was seen in the Karoo, during our day's excursion from Ceres. 

Amur Falcon      Falco amurensis 

Barring our time in Zululand, we saw this species daily in the east. 

Eurasian Hobby     Falco subbuteo 

A single adult was seen at the St. Lucia estuary. 

Lanner Falcon     Falco biarmicus 

Our sole sighting came during our day in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Taita Falcon      Falco fasciinucha 

Unfortunately, our only sighting of this tiny, rare and very sought-after raptor was a very poor one 

to say the least. This was, of course, at Abel Erasmus Pass. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 
Kori Bustard       Ardeotis kori 

This grand species was seen on a few occasions in the Satara area. 

Denham’s (Stanley’s) Bustard   Neotis denhami 

Seen only around Wakkerstroom. 

White-bellied Bustard (E)    Eupodotis barrowii 



 

 

We had an unusually easy time finding this species, locating a pair just a few moments after 

arriving at our site, just outside Wakkerstroom. 

Blue Korhaan (E)     Eupodotis caerulescens 

A handsome little bird that we saw well in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Karoo Korhaan (RE)    Eupodotis vigorsii 

We had excellent views of this species, near Ceres. 

Red-crested Korhaan (RNE)   Lophotis ruficrista 

Another one of the species seen very well during our first hour in Kruger NP. 

Southern Black Korhaan (E)   Afrotis afra 

This endemic was recorded seen only in West Coast NP. 

Northern Black Korhaan (NE)   Afrotis afraoides 

We stopped along the Zaagkuildrift road to call this species out on our way to Kruger NP, on the 

second day of the tour. 

Black-bellied Bustard (Korhaan)   Lissotis melanogaster 

One was seen in Kruger NP while another was found in the same area as the White-bellied Bustard 

in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Flufftails  Sarothruridae 
(H) Red-chested Flufftail     Sarothrura rufa 

We stopped in the Katbakkies area to search for Cinnamon-breasted Warbler, hearing this species in 

the process. We tried to lay eyes on the culprit but, despite the seemingly very small wetland, we 

weren't able to. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra 

Seen well at a handful of sites, including Kruger NP. 

African Swamphen     Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Commonly encountered at wetlands in and around Wakkerstroom and at Strandfontein. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

Also seen around Wakkerstroom and at Strandfontein. 

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Frequently recorded at wetlands throughout the country, particularly in the Western Cape. 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 
Grey Crowned Crane    Balearica regulorum 

Small numbers were seen in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands and around Wakkerstroom. 

Blue Crane (RE)     Grus paradisea 

Peak numbers of this very elegant crane were seen in the Western Cape, though we did have 

sightings near Wakkerstroom. 

Wattled Crane      Grus carunculata 

We took a small detour on our way to Durban airport from Himeville, seeing a small group of these 

sought-after birds in the process. 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee (Dikkop)    Burhinus vermiculatus 

We had a handful of encounters with this species, two of which came from the St. Lucia estuary. 

Spotted Thick-knee (Dikkop)   Burhinus capensis 

We had sightings of this large-eyed, cryptic species during our night drive in Kruger NP, near 

Wakkerstroom and in Kommetjie, among other sites. 

 



 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopididae 
African (Black) Oystercatcher (E)  Haematopus moquini 

A handsome endemic and very common at Strandfontein. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

We saw numerous groups of these birds in the Western Cape. 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

Also seen throughout the Western Cape. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing     Vanellus armatus 

A commonly encountered wetland inhabitant, throughout both legs of the tour. 

White-crowned Lapwing    Vanellus albiceps 

First seen from the bridge near Lower Sabie camp in Kruger NP.  

Senegal Lapwing     Vanellus lugubris 

We were able to examine this species, side-by-side with the next, at a wetland near Mkhuze. 

Black-winged Lapwing    Vanellus melanopterus 

First seen soon after our arrival at Kruger NP but, as noted, also seen with the previous species near 

Mkhuze. 

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 

Recorded daily at scattered open-country sites throughout the first week of the tour. 

African Wattled Lapwing    Vanellus senegallus 

Our only sighting of this species was on day one, along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

Grey (Black-bellied) Plover    Pluvialis squatarola 

Seen at the St. Lucia estuary and in West Coast NP. 

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula 

Also seen at the St. Lucia estuary and in West Coast NP, among other sites. 

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

Seen first at the wetland near Mkhuze and later in the Western Cape – in West Coast NP and at 

Strandfontein. 

Three-banded Plover    Charadrius tricollaris 

Seen at scattered wetlands during the first week of the tour and in the Western Cape, including 

some in Kruger and at Strandfontein. 

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus 

We walked down to the shore of the St. Lucia estuary to get closer views of this species and we 

scoped others in West Coast NP. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
African Jacana     Actophilornis africanus 

The famous “lily-trotter” was seen on a number of occasions during our time in Zululand, following 

our first sighting along the Zaagkuildrift road. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 
African (Ethiopian) Snipe    Gallinago nigripennis 

Seen well at the wetland within Wakkerstroom town. 

Bar-tailed Godwit     Limosa lapponica 

First seen in Durban, followed by sightings in the Cape peninsula area and in West Coast NP. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 



 

 

Seen at St. Lucia and in West Coast NP. 

Marsh Sandpiper     Tringa stagnatilis 

Seen at St. Lucia, Strandfontein and in West Coast NP 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

We encountered this species near Wakkerstroom, at St. Lucia, at Strandfontein and in West Coast 

NP. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

Recorded on four separate days, all at different sites, including Wakkerstroom. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

A few were recorded in the Mkhuze area and in Kruger NP. 

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

A small number of these were seen in West Coast NP. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

Also only seen in West Coast NP. 

Little Stint      Calidris minuta 

This bird was seen at the St. Lucia estuary, at Strandfontein, in the West Coast NP and at the Paarl 

Bird Sanctuary. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

Seen at the St. Lucia Estuary and in West Coast NP. 

Ruff       Philomachus pugnax 

We recorded small numbers at Strandfontein. 

 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 
Collared (Red-winged) Pratincole   Glareola pratincola 

Seen briefly at the Kgomo Kgome wetlands and in the Mkhuze area. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Sabine's Gull      Xema sabini 

A pelagic gull, seen only during our boat trip out from Simonstown. 

Grey-hooded Gull     Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

Seen around Johannesburg, in Zululand, and near Simonstown. 

Hartlaub’s Gull (RE)    Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

Common around the Cape Peninsula. 

Kelp Gull (NE)     Larus dominicanus 

Large numbers were seen around the Cape Peninsula. 

Caspian Tern      Sterna caspia 

A few of this, the world’s largest tern, were seen around St Lucia and in the Cape. 

Greater Crested Tern    Sterna bergii 

Also seen at St Lucia and in the Cape. 

Sandwich Tern     Sterna sandvicensis 

Commonly encountered around the Cape Peninsula and at St. Lucia. 

Little Tern      Sterna hirundo 

Seen at St. Lucia only. 

Common Tern     Sterna hirundo 

Seen at St. Lucia and in the Cape. 

Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias hybrida 

Seen around Wakkerstroom and Mkhuze. 

 

Skuas  Stercorariidae 
Brown Skua      Stercorarius antarcticus 



 

 

Seen from the shore near Cape Town. 

Parasitic Jaeger     Stercorarius parasiticus 

As with the above species. 

Long-tailed Jaeger     Stercorarius longicaudus 

Also seen on the pelagic. 

 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclididae 
Namaqua Sandgrouse (RNE)   Pterocles namaqua 

We scoped a pair of these birds during our drive the Karoo near Ceres. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Pigeon      Columba livia 

A common bird seen in the vicinity of human settlements throughout South Africa. 

Speckled (Rock) Pigeon    Columba guinea 

Seen on a number of occasions in the Highveld, in the Midlands and in the Cape. 

African Olive Pigeon     Columba arquatrix 

This forest-associated species was seen at Marutswa and at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

 (H) Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon   Columba delegorguei 

Very localized in our region, we were at least lucky enough to hear this species at Dhlinza. 

Lemon Dove      Columba larvata 

One of these birds went whizzing past the vehicle during a drive in the Dhlinza area. 

Mourning Collared Dove    Streptopelia decipiens 

This is another very localized dove in South Africa. This one, however, we did manage to see well 

– in Satara camp.  

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

Commonly recorded on the tour. 

Ring-necked Dove (Cape Turtle-Dove)  Streptopelia capicola 

Seen on most days during the first half of the tour and around Cape Town. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

Another commonly encountered dove, though only seen in the east. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove   Turtur chalcospilos 

Several birds were seen by the roadside in Kruger NP, while others were seen drinking at Mkhuze. 

(H) Tambourine Dove    Turtur tympanistria 

Sadly, we only heard this species at St. Lucia. 

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

We had great views of this dainty species in Kruger NP and in the drier parts of the Western Cape. 

African Green Pigeon    Treron calvus 

We were enjoying great close-ups of this species near Pretoriuskop when were distracted by a 

female Leopard and her cubs in the road! 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Cape Parrot      Poicephalus robustus 

This endangered species showed very well at Marutswa Forest, in Bulwer. 

Brown-headed Parrot    Poicephalus crytpoxanthus 

We had good views of this species near to, and in, Satara camp in Kruger NP. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 
Livingstone’s Turaco    Tauraco livingstonii 

We had good views of this beautiful species at St Lucia. 

Knysna Turaco (E)     Tauraco corythaix 



 

 

A stunning and noisy species that we saw in montane forest at Marutswa. 

Purple-crested Turaco    Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Our first and best views of this species were at the Nkuhlu picnic site in Kruger NP. 

Grey Go-away-bird     Corythaixoides concolor 

Common in Kruger NP. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
White-browed (Burchell’s) Coucal   Centropus superciliosus 

We saw this species on a number of days while birding in Kruger and in the Zululand area. 

Green Malkoha (Yellowbill)   Ceuthmochares australis 

It took a couple of tries, but we eventually managed to get good looks at a calling bird in forest near 

St. Lucia. 

Levaillant's Cuckoo     Clamator levaillantii 

We called in one of these great birds while birding around our lodge at Rust-de-Winter, on our final 

morning there. 

Jacobin Cuckoo     Clamator jacobinus 

We had pretty good luck with this species, seeing one along the Zaagkuildrift road and a couple in 

Kruger NP. 

Dideric Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx caprius 

We also saw this species along the Zaagkuildrift road on day one, going on to see more in Kruger 

and around Wakkerstroom.  

Klaas's Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx klaas 

Seen at St. Lucia and Mkhuze. 

African Emerald Cuckoo    Chrysococcyx cupreus 

We sadly only heard this species at Dhlinza and in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Red-chested Cuckoo     Cuculus solitarius 

We called in a very responsive bird while birding along the Zaagkuildrift road.  

African Cuckoo     Cuculus gularis 

Whilst waiting for somebody to open the gates to our accommodation at Rust-de-Winter, we had 

great looks at this species. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
African Scops Owl     Otus senegalensis 

These very endearing little birds were a nightly feature at Satara camp.  

Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

At one point during our night drive in Kruger we had seen so many of these birds that we just drove 

by! 

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl    Bubo lacteus 

This species, by contrast to the above, made for a very worthy and uncommon stop during our night 

drive in Kruger.  

African Wood Owl     Strix woodfordii 

Despite the rain and generally poor birding at Dhlinza, we managed to pull a roosting pair of these 

bird out the hat! 

(H) Pearl-spotted Owlet    Glaucidium perlatum 

Somehow, we were unable to locate a calling bird in Pretoriuskop camp in Kruger NP. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 

Fairly commonly sighted in Kruger NP and in the Mkhuze area. 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 



 

 

Some of us had views of this species around Abel Erasmus Pass, while most of us saw it during our 

day up Sani Pass. 

Common Swift     Apus apus 

We were able to briefly examine this species, along with the next, on the Gydo Pass, near Ceres. 

African Black Swift     Apus barbatus 

Seen at a handful of locations, including Sani Pass and around Cape Town. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

Regularly recorded throughout the tour. 

Horus Swift      Apus horus 

We encountered one group, in Mkuze Game Reserve. 

White-rumped Swift     Apus caffer 

We recorded this breeding migrant at scattered sites throughout the tour. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

Commonly encountered in wooded areas, including our hotel gardens, in Wakkerstroom. 

White-backed Mousebird (RNE)   Colius colius 

Small groups of these birds were seen in West Coast NP. 

Red-faced Mousebird    Urocolius indicus 

Seen at a few locations in the north of the country and once near Cape Town. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon     Apaloderma narina 

Not a great tour for this species, unfortunately going unseen, despite numerous calling birds at 

Dhlinza and elsewhere. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Purple Roller      Coracias naevius 

Less gaudy than the following species but a good-looking bird nonetheless, and one that we saw 

flashing its bright wings one more than one occasion in Kruger NP. 

Lilac-breasted Roller    Coracias caudatus 

This stunner was regularly seen in Kruger NP and in Zululand. 

European Roller     Coracias garrulus 

Also regular in Kruger but less commonly encountered during our time in Zululand. 

Broad-billed Roller     Eurystomus glaucurus 

Seen in the same Fever Tree grove as the Southern Banded Snake-Eagle, near the entrance to 

Mkhuze Game Reserve, just as we were about to leave. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris 

Recorded regularly in the east of the country. 

Striped Kingfisher     Halcyon chelicuti 

We jumped out of the vehicle at Mkhuze to scope one of these birds. 

Woodland Kingfisher    Halcyon senegalensis 

This species, with its call so characteristic of Summer in Kruger, was a common sight in the north 

of the country and not one we ever grew tired of. 

African Pygmy Kingfisher    Ispidina picta 

We had exceptional luck with this species, seeing a few in the Mkhuze area, including one on the 

perimeter fence during a morning walk around our accommodation. 

Malachite Kingfisher    Corythornis cristatus 



 

 

Aside from our first sightings in Kruger, we had birds in the Mkhuze and St. Lucia areas. 

Half-collared Kingfisher    Alcedo semitorquata 

Never an easy find but we had one, right on cue, during the early morning hours at the base of Sani 

Pass. 

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

This species was present at the lake in front of our Wakkerstroom accommodation, where some of 

us saw it. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

Seen on almost half the days of the tour. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater    Merops persicus 

Seen on the first day of the tour and in the Zululand area. 

European Bee-eater     Merops apiaster 

Common around Satara and in the Mkhuze area.  

Southern Carmine Bee-eater   Merops nubicoides 

We were delighted to catch up with this species in Kruger NP. 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African (Eurasian) Hoopoe    Upupa africana 

This very unusual bird was recorded in Kruger NP, Wakkerstroom and Mkhuze.  
 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
Green (Red-billed) Wood Hoopoe   Phoeniculus purpureus  

Pairs and small flocks were seen around our accommodation in Rust-de-Winter and in Mkhuze. 

Common Scimitarbill    Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

We saw this species during our drive to Pretoriuskop on our last day in Kruger. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Crowned Hornbill     Tockus alboterminatus 

Seen in Mkhuze and at St. Lucia. 

African Grey Hornbill     Tockus nasutus 

We eventually tracked this species down near Satara camp. 

Southern Red-billed Hornbill    Tockus rufirostris 

Commonly encountered in Kruger NP. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (RNE)  Tockus leucomelas 

Especially common in Kruger NP, often seen at restaurant tables even! 

Trumpeter Hornbill     Bycanistes bucinator 

We saw this noisy species on a few occasions in the Mkhuze/St Lucia area. 

 

Ground Hornbills  Bucorvidae 
Southern Ground Hornbill    Bucorvis leadbeateri 

We were elated to finally see this species, striding through the grasslands, south of Satara in Kruger 

NP.   

 

Barbets  Ramphastidae 
White-eared Barbet     Stactolaema leucotis 

Pretty common in the St. Lucia area, where we had great views. 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus bilineatus 



 

 

We called in some of these great little birds in Mkhuze Game Reserve and near St. Lucia. 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus pusillus 

We called in one of these fantastic little barbets, before our final breakfast at Umkhumbi Lodge in 

Mkhuze. 

(H) Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird   Pogoniulus chrysoconus 

We heard this species near our accommodation at Rust-de-Winter. 

Black-collared Barbet    Lybius torquatus 

Encountered and seen well at a handful of sites, including our accommodation gardens at 

Wakkerstroom. 

Crested Barbet     Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This colorful species was seen on most days during the first week of the tour. 

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Lesser Honeyguide     Indicator minor 

I played a recording of Pearl-spotted Owlet on our final morning in Rust-de-Winter and this was 

one of the species that came in. 

(H) Scaly-throated Honeyguide    Indicator variegatus 

Unable to track down or call in a vocalizing bird at Dhlinza, we had to settle for just hearing this 

species. 

 

Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 
Red-throated Wryneck    Jynx ruficollis 

Seen well in the village of Wakkerstroom, where it perched atop a telephone wire pole. 

Bennett's Woodpecker    Campethera bennettii 

We can thank one lovely couple that we met in Satara camp for our sighting of this species – right 

next to the restaurant itself and in the company of roosting bats! 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker    Campethera abingoni 

We saw this species just before breakfast on our final day in the Rust-de-Winter area. 

Ground Woodpecker (E)    Geocolaptes olivaceus 

We went on to have great looks at this species in the Sani Pass area. 

Cardinal Woodpecker    Dendropicos fuscescens 

We had one close adult in Satara camp and another in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Bearded Woodpecker    Dendropicos namaquus 

On our last morning at Satara, we did a pre-breakfast drive to the Orpen area. Shortly before we got 

back to camp, we saw a pair of these large woodpeckers. 

Olive Woodpecker     Dendropicos griseocephalus 

Our visit to the Karkloof didn't prove very productive though we did call in one of these birds for a 

closer look. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (RE)     Batis capensis 

First seen at Dhlinza but subsequently fairly common in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Woodward’s Batis (RNE)    Batis fratrum 

It required patience and a bit of a hunt but we did get to grips with this species in St Lucia. 

Chinspot Batis     Batis molitor 

Not all of us opted for the afternoon walk at our accommodation in Rust-de-Winter, when we first 

saw a group of three of these birds, so we were pleased to see more in Kruger. 

Pririt Batis (RNE)     Batis pririt 

We stopped at a dry river bed in the Karoo where we called in one of these little birds. 

Black-throated Wattle-eye     Platysteira peltata 



 

 

We lucked upon one of these great little birds during our morning walk in St. Lucia. 

 

Helmetshrikes  Prionopidae 
White-crested Helmetshrike   Prionops plumatus 

We had a very fast-moving flock of these birds in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Bushshrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 
Grey-headed Bushshrike    Melaconotus blanchoti 

We had great views of this colorful bird, moments before seeing a mother Leopard with two cubs, 

in Kruger NP. 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike   Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

Seen on a couple of occasions in Kruger NP and in Mkhuze. 

(H) Four-colored (Gorgeous) Bushshrike   Chlorophoneus quadricolor 

Unfortunately, all the individuals we encountered remained true to their reputation as a very shy, 

albeit very vocal birds. 

Bokmakierie (RNE)     Telophorus zeylonus 

Initially seen during our lunch stop at Wakkerstroom, others were sighted around our 

accommodation there and in the Western Cape. Numerous others were, of course, heard in both 

areas. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra australis 

This skulking shrike was seen exceptionally well, and in display, during our morning walk in the 

Rust-de-Winter area. 

Black-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra senegalus 

Much to my surprise, this species showed particularly well during our time in Kruger NP. 

Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla 

First seen around our accommodation in Rust-de-Winter but much more numerous around St. 

Lucia. 

Southern Boubou (RE)    Laniarius ferrugineus 

More often heard than seen, as is typical, but seen well at St. Lucia, in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands 

and around Cape Town. 

Brubru      Nilaus afer 

We had at least one pair of these small, bushveld shrikes during our final morning in Kruger NP. 
 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Grey Cuckooshrike     Coracina caesia 

A handful of us saw this species while waiting for the Cape Parrots to show at Marutswa. 

Black Cuckooshrike     Campephaga flava 

A female of this species was seen during our drive to Pretoriuskop camp in Kruger NP. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Magpie (Long-tailed) Shrike   Urolestes melanoleucus 

We saw numerous small flocks in the Zaagkuildrift area and in Kruger NP. 

Red-backed Shrike     Lanius collurio 

Commonly encountered during the first week of the eastern leg of the tour. 

Lesser Grey Shrike     Lanius minor 

We bumped into this species around Satara, in Kruger NP. 

Common Fiscal (Shrike)    Lanius collaris 

Seen on almost every day of the tour, after our departure from Kruger. 
 



 

 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
Eurasian Golden Oriole    Oriolus oriolus 

One of these migrants was seen flying over the road, near to Tshokwane in Kruger NP. 

(African) Black-headed Oriole   Oriolus larvatus 

Individuals were seen well in and around Satara camp. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Square-tailed Drongo    Dicrurus ludwigii 

This forest species was seen well in St. Lucia and Mkhuze. 

Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

A widespread woodland and savanna species, seen at scattered sites throughout the eastern part of 

country. 
 

Monarch Flycatchers  Monarchidae 
Blue-mantled (African) Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 

A pair of these birds were seen flitting about the car park at our accommodation in the Mkhuze 

area. 

African Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone viridis 

Both males and females were seen in forest in the east of the country and on the Cape Peninsula, on 

at least seven occasions. 

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
House Crow      Corvus splendens 

This exotic was seen around the Cape Town International Airport and the city itself. 

Cape (Black) Crow     Corvus capensis 

Fairly common at higher elevation grassland sites, including Wakkerstroom and Lesotho. 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

A common and frequently encountered species during the tour, particularly in the west. 

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

Recorded around Sani Pass and at most sites in the Western Cape. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Cape Rockjumper (E)    Chaetops frenatus 

We had decent looks at these great birds during our walk into the Rooiels area, only to have a 

cracking male perch a few meters away from us upon our return.  

Drakensberg Rockjumper (E)   Chaetops aurantius 

Our Sani Pass adventure yielded lovely sightings of this beauty. Certainly easier to see than its Cape 

counterpart! 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (RE)   Stenostira scita 

This tiny avian (supposedly South Africa’s lightest bird!) was seen on our day trip to Lesotho. 

 

Tits  Paridae 
Southern Black Tit     Parus niger 

We attracted a couple of these birds during our walk around our Rust-de-Winter accommodation. 

Grey Tit (RE)     Parus afer 

This species was seen during our day trip into the Karoo from Ceres. 

 



 

 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 
Cape Penduline Tit (RNE)    Anthoscopus minutus 

As with the above species, this was only seen in the Karoo. 

 

Nicators  Nicatoridae 
Eastern Nicator     Nicator gularis 

After hearing numerous birds around Mkhuze, we were pleased to successfully track one down for 

excellent views near Umkhumbi Lodge. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Rufous-naped Lark     Mirafra africana 

Particularly common along the Zaagkuildrift road and in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Eastern Clapper Lark (RNE)   Mirafra fasciolata 

A few of these birds were seen displaying, and on the ground, in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Rudd's Lark (E)     Heteromirafra ruddi 

We successfully tracked down this endangered species in Wakkerstroom. 

Sabota Lark (RNE)     Mirafra sabota 

Recorded in Kruger NP on three of the days that we were there. 

Karoo Lark (E)     Certhilauda albescens 

Not long after we began our search, we discovered a small group of these birds by the roadside in 

the Karoo. 

Eastern Long-billed Lark (E)   Certhilauda semitorquata 

We briefly saw this species in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Spike-heeled Lark (RNE)    Chersomanes albofasciata 

Another distinctive lark, seen at Wakkerstroom and in the Western Cape. 

Red-capped Lark     Calandrella cinerea 

We enjoyed sightings in Wakkerstroom and in the Karoo. 

Pink-billed Lark (RNE)    Spizocorys conirostris 

Some of these tiny birds were seen at one site in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Botha’s Lark (E)     Spizocorys fringillaris 

Sometimes a tricky bird to see but we enjoyed very close views of this species in Wakkerstroom. 

Large-billed Lark (E)    Galerida magnirostris 

Seen at two locations, namely Lesotho and the Tankwa Karoo. 

Black-eared Sparrow-Lark (RE)   Eremopterix verticalis 

We hit the jackpot with this nomadic species, seeing a small flock during the final part of our 

outward drive from Ceres. 

Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark    Eremopterix verticalis 

This attractive little lark was eventually picked out in some grassland near Satara camp. 

Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark (RNE)  Eremopterix verticalis 

A couple of these birds were seen associating with the flock of Black-eared Sparrow-Larks that we 

saw in the Karoo. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Cape Bulbul (E)     Pycnonotus capensis 

Seen daily in the Western Cape. 

Dark-capped Bulbul     Pycnonotus tricolor 

Seen daily during the eastern portion of the tour. 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

One of us caught up with this species in Skukuza camp, while the rest of us caught up in Mkhuze 

(at the Nsumo Pan parking picnic area) or in the Western Cape (Kirstenbosch for example). 



 

 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul    Chlorocichla flaviventris 

We saw this on a few occasions in moist woodland and forest in Zululand – at Mkhuze and St. 

Lucia. 

Terrestrial Brownbul     Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Seen around St. Lucia and at Dhlinza. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

Small numbers were seen flying over forest in St. Lucia and at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Grey-rumped Swallow    Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

A couple of these birds were seen flying around a waterhole in Kruger and more were seen at a 

wetland near Mkhuze. 

Brown-throated (Plain) Martin   Riparia paludicola 

Seen at scattered sites (usually in association with water), including Wakkerstroom and 

Strandfontein. 

Sand Martin      Riparia riparia 

A few of these birds were sighted between Kruger and Wakkerstroom. 

Banded Martin     Riparia cincta 

Common in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica 

Seen on most days of the tour, throughout the country. 

White-throated Swallow    Hirundo albigularis 

Recorded at many locations throughout the tour, starting with our first encounter along the 

Zaagkuildrift road. 

Wire-tailed Swallow     Hirundo smithii 

Following a close examination of some perched birds, on a bridge between Satara and Skukuza, we 

only had sightings in Zululand. 

Blue Swallow      Hirundo atrocaerulea 

Mere moments after we stepped out of the car at our site in the Richmod area, a group of swallows 

was spotted in the distance. Driving up to the flock, we found some fine Blue Swallows for all to 

see! 

Pearl-breasted Swallow    Hirundo dimidiata 

After a few initial 'maybes', we did eventually see this swallow well in West Coast NP. 

Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Seen particularly well around Sani Pass and Cape Town. 

Common House Martin    Delichon urbicum 

A fairly high-flying flock was seen on the first day of the tour. 

Greater Striped Swallow (BE)   Cecropis cucullata 

This species was recorded at all higher elevation sites in the east and in the Western Cape. 

Lesser Striped Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

Recorded on the first day, in Kruger NP and in KwaZulu-Natal. 

Red-breasted Swallow    Cecropis semirufa 

We had great looks at this species in Kruger NP, often as they perched in nearby trees. 

South African Cliff Swallow (BE)   Petrochelidon spilodera 

This special species was seen around Wakkerstroom. 

 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird (RE)    Sphenoeacus afer 

Our morning at Cedara gave most of us our first views, while others saw this species for the first 

time around Cape Town. 



 

 

Long-billed (Cape) Crombec   Sylvietta rufescens 

Initially seen in the private reserve around our accommodation in Rust-de-Winter, it wasn't until our 

visit to the Karoo that this species was seen again. 

(H) Victorin’s Warbler (E)    Cryptillas victorini 

We tried hard to glimpse this skulker in areas around Cape Town but failed. Then we thought we 

had finally been given a break on Gydo Pass when a bird responded very strongly, only to find that 

nothing would draw it out – not even my attempts at beating through the bush! 

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 
Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler  Phylloscopus ruficapilla 

Our brief time at Marutswa bagged us a few new species, including this little guy. 

Willow Warbler     Phylloscopus trochilus 

Amazingly, we only bumped into this species on the first day of the tour. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler    Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

Despite hearing numerous birds, we made no real attempt to see this species until our final morning 

in Wakkerstroom, where more than one bird showed very well. 

Great Reed Warbler     Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

One was seen singing and in flight over a small reed bed near Mkhuze, on our first afternoon there. 

African Reed Warbler    Acrocephalus baeticatus 

As with the above species, seen well on our final morning in Wakkerstroom. 

African Yellow Warbler    Chloropeta natalensis 

Those that took the time to try, found this species near our accommodation in Wakkerstroom. 

Icterine Warbler     Hippolais icterina 

We had a very unsatisfactory encounter with this species during our afternoon walk in the reserve 

around our accommodation at Rust-de-Winter. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 
Little Rush Warbler     Bradypterus baboecala 

This skulking inhabitant of dense reeds was only seen in Wakkerstroom. 

Barratt’s Warbler (RNE)    Bradypterus barratti 

We ended up with good views of this species during our drive up Sani Pass. 

Fan-tailed Grassbird     Schoenicola brevirostris 

This was one of the species we successfully targeted at Cedara, getting great views in the process! 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola     Cisticola erythrops 

We managed to pick this species up during our afternoon visit to a local wetland, on the day we 

arrived in the Mkhuze area. 

Lazy Cisticola     Cisticola chiniana 

Most of us got to grips with this species in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chiniana 

A common thornveld inhabitant in Kruger and Mkhuze. 

Grey-backed Cisticola (RNE)   Cisticola subruficapilla 

Encountered virtually daily in the Western Cape. 

Wailing Cisticola     Cisticola lais 

Seen a couple of times during the course of our day in Wakkerstroom. 

Rufous-winged Cisticola    Cisticola galactotes 



 

 

One very cooperative bird was seen in a wetland just outside the town of St. Lucia. 

Levaillant’s Cisticola    Cisticola tinniens 

We had good views of this species at Wakkerstroom and at Strandfontein. 

Croaking Cisticola     Cisticola natalensis 

This large cisticola was seen particularly well during our drive from Satara to Skukuza. 

(H) Neddicky (Piping Cisticola)   Cisticola fulvicapilla 

This tiny species was only heard around the Cape Peninsula. 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

A handful of these birds were seen near Rust-de-Winter. 

Desert Cisticola     Cisticola aridulus 

Another tiny cisticola, seen along the Zaagkuildrift road and near Rust-de-Winter. 

Cloud Cisticola     Cisticola textrix 

We saw these birds displaying on many occasions during our time in Wakkerstroom. 

Pale-crowned Cisticola    Cisticola cinnamomeus 

We had great close up views of this species during our time in Wakkerstroom. 

Wing-snapping Cisticola (RE)   Cisticola ayresii 

Seen well in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia    Prinia subflava 

We examined one at close range at Nkuhlu picnic site in Kruger and went on to see more around 

Mkhuze. 

Black-chested Prinia (RNE)    Prinia flavicans 

We saw this species on the first morning of the tour. 

Karoo Prinia (RE)     Prinia maculosa 

Commonly recorded in the Western Cape. 

Drakensberg Prinia (E)    Prinia hypoxantha 

Seen on our Sani Pass trip and elsewhere in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Namaqua Warbler (Prinia) (RE)   Phragmacia substriata 

Seen very well in tall reeds at the start of our drive through the Karoo. 

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 

Our best sighting of this species on the eastern leg of our tour came from the Karkloof. It was fairly 

common in the Western Cape. 

Rudd’s Apalis (RE)     Apalis ruddi 

We called in a couple of different birds during our time in Zululand. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis    Apalis flavida 

We bumped into this species in Mkhuze Game Reserve and this was the species nesting near the 

Umkhumbi Lodge offices. 

Rufous-eared Warbler    Malcorus pectoralis 

We enticed a few birds into view during our drive through the Karoo. 

Green-backed Camaroptera    Camaroptera brachyura 

Everyone was pleased to see this species so well in Mkhuze. 

Cinnamon-breasted Warbler (RE)   Euryptila subcinnamomea 

A very sought-after endemic and one that we had to work very little for. I jumped out of the car 

along the road through the Katbakkies cliffs to try for this species, only to call everyone out very 

shortly thereafter. We watched it clamber around the cliffs until we were distracted by a calling 

flufftail. 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela    Eremomela icteropygialis 

Another of the smaller birds only seen during our day trip to the Karoo. 

Karoo (Yellow-rumped) Eremomela (RE)  Eremomela gregalis 

This tricky species showed exceptionally well on two separate occasions during our drive through 

the Karoo near Ceres.  



 

 

Burnt-neck Eremomela    Eremomela usticollis 

At least a couple of these birds came rushing in to investigate my recording of Pearl-spotted Owlet 

on the morning of our departure from Rust-de-Winter. 

 

Babblers & Parrotbills  Timaliidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler    Turdoides jardineii 

This noisy species was seen near along the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger NP. 

Southern Pied Babbler    Turdoides bicolor 

We took a short walk around the reserve in Rust-de-Winter where our accommodation was situated, 

with a main aim to find this species. Find it we did and with no small help from sharp eyes within 

the group!  

 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylviidae 
Bush Blackcap (E)     Lioptilus nigricapillus 

Sani Pass is certainly one of the best spots for this species and it didn't let us down this time! 

Chestnut-vented Warbler (RNE)   Sylvia subcaerulea 

A fairly common dry-country species that we saw around Rust-de-Winter and along the 

Zaagkuildrift road. 

Layard’s Warbler (RE)    Sylvia layardi 

First seen on our trip to Lesotho, and again in the Karoo. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (RE)    Zosterops capensis 

Recorded at scattered locales throughout the tour. 

African Yellow White-eye      Zosterops senegalensis 

As was to be expected, our only sightings came from the Mkhuze area. 

 

Sugarbirds & Allies  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)     Promerops cafer 

This lovely endemic was seen on regular occasion in the Western Cape. 

Gurney's Sugarbird (RE)    Promerops gurneyi 

A highlight of our day up the Sani Pass was seeing this species so well. Always a popular endemic! 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

This invasive exotic was seen on a number of occasions in urban and semi-urban settings during the 

eastern portion of our tour. 

Common (European) Starling   Sturnus vulgaris 

This, also an alien, was seen in large numbers in the Western Cape and around Wakkerstroom. 

Wattled Starling     Creatophora cinerea 

This nomadic species was seen on three days out of four in Kruger NP. 

Black-bellied (Glossy-) Starling   Lamprotornis corruscus 

Found in coastal forest and moist woodland in Zululand, where we first scoped a flock at the 

entrance to Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Cape (Glossy-) Starling (RNE)   Lamprotornis nitens 

Seen regularly over the first three days of the tour only. 

Greater Blue-eared Starling    Lamprotornis chalybaeus 



 

 

An almost consistent companion at daytime meals in Kruger NP, these birds have become very 

accustomed to people (and thieving scraps) and are therefore very easy to examine closely, as we 

did! 

Burchell’s Starling     Lamprotornis australis 

This huge starling was a regular site at both northern sites on our route. 

Pied Starling (E)     Spreo bicolor 

We saw this species at Wakkerstroom and in the Western Cape. 

Violet-backed Starling    Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Some missed this species in Kruger NP but were able to catch up on numerous occasions thereafter. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

Quite widespread and seen at a number of scattered sites throughout South Africa. 

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 
Red-billed Oxpecker     Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Seen in association with large game (and domestic livestock) in Kruger NP and Mkhuze. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Orange Ground Thrush    Zoothera gurneyi 

A calling bird at Benvie in the Karkloof proved too well-hidden and elusive for all of us to see. 

Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus libonyanus 

A couple of individuals of this species were seen in Satara camp. 

Olive Thrush (RE)     Turdus olivaceus 

Seen around Wakkerstroom and, more commonly, the Western Cape. 

Karoo Thrush (RE)     Turdus smithii 

Yet again, Sunrock Guesthouse proved the easiest place to pick up this species on this route! 

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Cape Robin-Chat     Cossypha caffra 

The only places we didn't encounter this species on a regular basis were Kruger NP and Zululand. 

White-browed Robin-Chat     Cossypha heuglini 

My ever-eager team managed well to find this species whilst I was checking is in at Skukuza camp.  

Red-capped Robin-Chat    Cossypha natalensis 

Several of these striking birds were seen hopping around the campsite at St Lucia. 

Chorister Robin-Chat (E)    Cossypha dichroa 

We saw this bird well in Dhlinza, even though we had to get wet to do so! 

Bearded Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 

We saw this unobtrusive species around the car park at Umkhumbi Lodge, where it had recently 

been nesting. 

Brown Scrub Robin (RE)    Cercotrichas signata 

Excellent views were had of this species at St Lucia. 

White-browed Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas leucophrys 

A bushveld inhabitant that we saw well around Rust-de-Winter and in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Karoo Scrub Robin (E)    Cercotrichas coryphaeus 

Our trips to both West Coast NP and the Karoo produced sightings of this distinctive little songster. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

Seen in open country around Wakkerstroom and in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands.  

Buff-streaked Chat (E)    Saxicola bifasciata 

A smart endemic and one that we only got to enjoy seeing in the Karkloof. 

Mountain Wheatear (RNE)    Oenanthe monticola 



 

 

For those that only participated in the eastern leg of our tour, we saw this species near 

Wakkerstroom. For those who joined me in the Cape, we found a few birds in the Karoo. 

Familiar Chat     Cercomela familiaris 

We saw this species at a handful of sites, including the Karoo and the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Sickle-winged Chat (RE)    Cercomela sinuata 

Seen well in Lesotho. 

Karoo Chat (RNE)     Cercomela schlegelii 

Seen well during our drive through the Karoo. 

Tractrac Chat (RNE)    Cercomela tractrac 

Another dry-country chat and also seen during our trip to the Karoo. 

(Southern) Ant-eating Chat (RNE)   Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Recorded around Wakkerstroom and in the Karoo. 

Mocking Cliff Chat     Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

A pair of these pretty songsters were seen by the roadside along the Abel Erasmus Pass. 

Cape Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola rupestris 

Seen during the drive up Sani Pass and in the Western Cape (at Rooiels for example). 

Sentinel Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola explorator 

Also seen along Sani Pass, as well as in Lesotho and at Wakkerstroom. 

Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelaina 

This species was seen in Pretoriuskop camp and around Mkhuze. 

Pale Flycatcher      Bradornis pallidus 

Also seen in the Pretoriuskop area. 

Marico Flycatcher (RNE)    Bradornis mariquensis 

Quite common in the Rust-de-Winter area during our stay.  

Fiscal Flycatcher (RE)    Sigelus silens 

Surprisingly scarce during our tour but we did at least catch up with one at the Harold Porter 

Botanical Gardens. 

Spotted Flycatcher     Muscicapa striata 

We had a few more sightings than perhaps expected but this was appreciated as it took some of us a 

bit of time to catch up. Sightings came from scattered locations, including Skukuza camp and 

Mkhuze. 

Ashy Flycatcher     Muscicapa caerulescens 

This non-descript flycatcher was only seen on the second day of our tour. 

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

Seen at Kirstenbosch and other sites around Cape Town. 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher     Myioparus plumbeus 

Yet another species that we only found in the Mkhuze area. 

 

Sunbirds & Spiderhunters  Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna collaris 

We took our first good looks at this species at Nkuhlu picnic site in Kruger and went on to see a few 

more in Zululand. 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)   Anthobaphes violacea 

This beauty was seen on a number of occasions around the Cape Peninsula, beginning with our first 

sightings at Kirstenbosch. 

Olive Sunbird     Cyanomitra olivacea 

Our walk around the campsite in St. Lucia proved productive in finding this species. 

Grey (Mouse-colored) Sunbird   Cyanomitra veroxii 

Also seen in the forest around the St. Lucia campsite. 

Amethyst (Black) Sunbird    Chalcomitra amethystina 



 

 

A few of us saw this species in the gardens of our hotel in Wakkerstroom. Further sightings came 

from the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird    Chalcomitra senegalensis 

This stunner was admired by all during our stop at the entrance gate to Bonamanzi Game Reserve. 

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

Not that our sightings around Wakkerstroom are to be scoffed at, but the views we had around the 

Sani Top Chalets were unbeatable! 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybeus 

Very common in the Western Cape but also seen in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Neergaard’s Sunbird (RE)    Cinnyris neergaardi 

A lot of perseverance didn't pay off in Mkhuze so we had to make our way to False Bay for this 

species.   

Greater Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris afer 

We had no trouble finding this gem in a flowering garden at the base of Sani Pass. 

Marico Sunbird     Cinnyris mariquensis 

This species was seen well around our accommodation in Rust-de-Winter and in the Mkhuze area. 

Purple-banded Sunbird    Cinnyris bifasciatus 

A female was seen attending her nest at Nsumo Pan while the male moved busily above our heads 

nearby. 

White-bellied Sunbird    Cinnyris talatala 

We saw this species around Satara and Olifants in Kruger NP. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver   Plocepasser mahali 

Being that the only dry savanna sites we visited were in the greater Rust-de-Winter/Zaagkuildrift 

area, it was no surprise that we only saw this species during the first two days of the tour.  

House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

A widespread species, seen in association with human habitation, across the country. 

Cape Sparrow (RNE)    Passer melanurus 

Quite common, and seen at sites throughout the country. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer diffusus 

This species was seen regularly during the first week of the tour. 

Yellow-throated Petronia     Gymnoris superciliaris 

Just a few of these birds were seen in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver     Bubalornis niger 

A short walk around Satara afforded us the opportunity to watch as these large birds gathered 

material and built their rather messy nests. 

Scaly-feathered Weaver (RNE)   Sporopipes squamifrons 

As with the other species seen on this tour that are inhabitants of dry savanna, this species was only 

seen during our time in the Rust-de-Winter/Zaagkuildrift area. 

Thick-billed (Grosbeak) Weaver   Amblyospiza albifrons 

Surprisingly difficult to pick up sometimes, we were glad to get views while in Kruger NP. 

Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis 

Also a scarce species on our tour, with only the one encounter – a few males seen attending their 

nests over a small stream in Kruger NP. 

Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

Seen at a number of sites, including Wakkerstroom and West Coast NP. 

Yellow (African Golden) Weaver   Ploceus subaureus 



 

 

The bright yellow, red-eyed males of this species were seen with fair regularity in the Mkhuze and 

St Lucia areas. 

Southern Brown-throated Weaver   Ploceus xanthopterus 

At least one of these birds was seen attending its nest, in a mixed colony of weavers, near the St. 

Lucia bridge. 

Lesser Masked Weaver    Ploceus intermedius 

Commonly encountered but only during the first half of the tour  

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

Also common and recorded regularly during the first half of the tour. One sighting, however, did 

come from the Cape Town area. 

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

We saw these large-billed weavers at numerous sites, sometimes in association with one of the 

previous two species. 

Dark-backed (Forest) Weaver   Ploceus bicolor 

Seen on a number of occasions in the northern parts of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Red-headed Quelea     Quelea erythrops 

Well worth the addition of another site to our tour (Cedara)! We watched as a number of brightly-

colored adults flew in and out of a large reed bed, also filled with other bishops, weavers and 

widowbirds. 

Red-billed Quelea     Quelea quelea 

Seen along the Zaagkuildrift road, in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands and at the entrance to 

Bonamanzi Game Reserve. 

Yellow-crowned Bishop    Euplectes afer 

We saw this species by the roadside on our first day (near Kgomo Kgomo) and in the 

Wakkerstroom area. 

Southern Red Bishop    Euplectes orix 

Recorded at various wetlands during the eastern leg of the tour but seldom ignored. 

Yellow Bishop (Yellow-rumped Widow)  Euplectes capensis 

Seen at various sites throughout the Cape Peninsula, including Rooiels, in the KwaZulu-Natal 

Midlands and on Sani Pass. 

Fan-tailed (Red-shouldered) Widowbird  Euplectes axillaris 

This species was conspicuous and common in the Wakkerstroom area and throughout KwaZulu-

Natal. 

White-winged Widowbird    Euplectes albonotatus 

Exceptional numbers of this species were seen during our time in areas north of Pretoria. 

Red-collared Widowbird    Euplectes ardens 

Seen well In Kruger NP, Wakkerstroom and in the Midlands. 

Long-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes progne 

We thoroughly enjoyed watching this species displaying over grasslands around Wakkerstroom and 

elsewhere. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Green-winged Pytilia    Pytilia melba 

A fantastic little bird and one that we were lucky enough to see on two occasions – in Kruger NP 

and in Mkhuze Game Reserve – certainly a favorite for at least one of us! 

Red-headed Finch (RNE)    Amadina erythrocephala 

This was one of the first birds to make its way on to the trip list, with a handful seen feeding at the 

Sunrock Guesthouse bird feeder, on the first morning! 

Pink-throated Twinspot (RE)   Hypargos margaritatus 



 

 

Neither Mkhuze Game Reserve nor the grounds around Umkhumbi came up trumps during our time 

there so we had to work hard at False Bay to get a view of this little bird. 

African Firefinch     Lagonosticta rubricata 

Birds of this species were seen on the edge of Marutswa Forest and at the base of Sani Pass. 

Blue Waxbill (Blue-breasted Cordonbleu)  Uraeginthus angolensis 

We had a particularly good day with this species in the Satara area of Kruger, followed by another 

in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Swee Waxbill (E)     Estrilda melanotis 

We finally broke our string of bad luck with this species in the Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. 

Very much worth the effort! 

Grey Waxbill      Estrilda perreini 

Most of us were able to get on to this species during our drive to Cape Vidal in the St. Lucia area. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

This species was recorded at scattered sites throughout the country. 

Bronze Mannikin (Munia)    Lonchura cucullata 

Small flocks were seen around Satara, in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands and at the bird feeder at our 

accommodation in St. Lucia. 

Red-backed Mannikin (Munia)   Lonchura nigriceps 

Also seen at the feeder at our accommodation in St. Lucia town. 

 

Indigobirds  Viduidae 
Village Indigobird     Vidua chalybeata 

This jet-black little bird was seen on more than one occasion during the first day of the tour.  

Dusky Indigobird     Vidua funerea 

Seen coming to drink and in wooded areas around Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

Seen regularly during the eastern part of the tour but only once in the Western Cape. 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah   Vidua paradisaea 

We witnessed just how strange this bird looks in display flight on a few occasions, while perched 

birds allowed us to examine their finer features at sites like Kruger and Mkhuze. 

Cuckoo-finch     Anomalospiza imberbis 

We completely lucked upon this species while searching for Northern Black Korhaan along the 

Zaagkuildrift road. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Western Yellow Wagtail    Motacilla flava 

A couple of these migrants were seen at a wetland in the Mkhuze area. 

Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

Seen regularly at scattered localities, throughout the country. 

Mountain Wagtail     Motacilla clara 

On our way to Durban airport we went via a local shopping mall in Pietermaritzburg to see this 

species. Unfortunately, not all of us managed to do so. 

African Pied Wagtail    Motacilla aguimp 

This species was seen in Kruger NP and in Zululand. 

Cape (Orange-throated) Longclaw (RE)  Macronyx capensis 

We spotted this species around Wakkerstroom and in the Mkhuze area. 

Yellow-throated Longclaw    Macronyx croceus 

Also spotted in the Mkhuze area, as well as other parts of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Rosy-throated Longclaw    Macronyx ameliae 



 

 

Some of us were forced to, or chose to, trudge through swamps to get a view of this bird but it was 

all worth it in the end! This was during our first afternoon in the Mkhuze area. 

African (Grassveld) Pipit    Anthus cinnamomeus 

Common in grasslands around Wakkerstroom but also seen in around near Cape Town and in 

Kruger NP. 

Mountain Pipit (BE)     Anthus hoeschi 

We saw this species in Lesotho. 

Bushveld Pipit     Anthus caffer 

We found this species in very typical habitat near Pretoriuskop camp in Kruger NP. 

Yellow-breasted Pipit (E)    Anthus chloris 

I'm not sure this species has ever been so easy on one of my previous tours to Wakkerstroom but we 

were very pleased to see it – especially given that breakfast was waiting! 

 

Finches & Allies  Fringillidae 
Common Chaffinch     Fringilla coelebs 

A few birds were seen and heard around our accommodation on the Cape Peninsula. 

Cape Canary (RE)     Serinus canicollis 

First seen in Magoebaskloof, we later recorded this species in KwaZulu-Natal and the Western 

Cape. 

Forest Canary (E)     Crithagra scotops 

After initially seeing this species very well in the Karkloof, we went on to see more at Marutswa. 

Black-throated Canary    Crithagra atrogularis 

A few of these birds were seen around Rust-de-Winter and Wakkerstroom. 

Lemon-breasted Canary    Crithagra citrinipecta 

The group had rather unsatisfactory views of this species at the entrance to Bonamanzi Game 

Reserve. 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica 

Not at all common during our tour but nonetheless seen well in Kruger NP and in the Mkhuze area. 

Cape Siskin (E)     Crithagra totta 

This species was seen feeding, right beside the bus, during a trip out to the eastern side of False 

Bay. 

Drakensberg Siskin (E)    Crithagra symonsi 

Good views were had of this species on our Sani Pass day trip. 

Yellow Canary (RNE)    Crithagra flaviventris 

Initially seen on our trip to Lesotho and later recorded in West Coast NP and the Succulent Karoo. 

Brimstone Canary      Crithagra sulphurata 

This large canary was seen at Cedara, not far from the colony of Red-headed Quelea colony. 

White-throated Canary (RNE)   Crithagra albogularis 

Commonly encountered during the time between Langebaan and Kimberly. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater (RNE)   Crithagra gularis 

We had good looks at this bird at three separate sites – Sani Pass, the Karoo and the Abel Erasmus 

Pass. 

White-throated Canary (RNE)   Crithagra albogularis 

Soon after our arrival in the Succulent Karoo near Ceres, we found a pair of these birds singing 

close to the road. Others were seen during the remainder of the day. 

Protea Canary (E)     Crithagra leucoptera 

After a couple of previous attempts on Gydo Pass we were finally rewarded with great views of this 

tricky endemic on our last morning there. 



 

 

Cape Canary (RE)     Crithagra canicollis 

Only seen in Wakkerstroom and at Sani Pass in the east, much more regular in the Western Cape. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Lark-like Bunting (RNE)    Emberiza impetuani 

Small numbers of these drab buntings were seen during our day in the Succulent Karoo. 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting   Emberiza tahapisi 

A handful of these birds was seen in Kruger NP, often sitting in the road. 

Cape Bunting (RNE)     Emberiza capensis 

First seen on our Sani Pass day trip, with numerous further sightings in the Western Cape. 

Golden-breasted Bunting    Emberiza flaviventris 

We were able to examine some of these striking little birds at a waterhole in Mkhuze Game 

Reserve. 

 

 

Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded 
 

Bats  Pteropodidae 
Peter's Epauletted Fruit Bat   Epomophorus crypturus 

A small group of these endearing creatures were seen roosting in a tree near the Satara restaurant. 

 

Cheek-Pouch Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Chacma Baboon     Papio ursinus 

This noisy, communal species was seen in Kruger NP and in the Western Cape. 

Vervet Monkey     Cercopithecus aethiops 

A commonly encountered primate until we reached the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. 

Samango (Blue) Monkey    Cercopithecus mitis 

Seen only in the St. Lucia area. 

 

Bushbabies  Galagonidae 
Greater Galago (Thick-tailed Bushbaby)  Otolemur crassicaudatus 

We were alerted to the presence of some of these great mammals during our dinner at Skukuza and 

it didn't take long to find the screaming culprits in a nearby fig tree. 

South African Galago     Galago moholi 

We spotted one of these tiny mammals during our night drive in Kruger. 

 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 
Scrub Hare      Lepus saxatilis 

Also seen during our night drive in Kruger NP. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Red Forest Squirrel     Paraxerus palliatus 

Recorded in dune forest around St Lucia. 

Tree Squirrel      Paraxerus cepapi 

Fairly common in Kruger NP. 

 

Springhares  Pedetidae 
South African Springhare    Pedetes capensis 

We saw this bizarre creature during our short night drive in the Wakkerstroom area. 



 

 

 

Porcupines  Hystricidae 
Cape Porcupine      Hystrix africaeaustralis 

One of the first mammals spotted on our long night drive near Skukuza. 

 

Rat-like Rodents  Muridea 
Striped Mouse     Rhabdomys pumilio 

Seen at close range in the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Sloggett’s Ice Rat     Otomys sloggetti 

This endearing rodent was seen at the top of Sani Pass and in Lesotho. 

 

Dogs & Allies  Canidae 
(H) Black-backed Jackal    Canis mesomelas 

Heard around our accommodation in Himeville (Underberg). 

 

Mongooses  Herpestridae 
Slender Mongoose     Galerella sanguinea 

Spotted, usually dashing across the road, in Kruger NP and in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Dwarf Mongoose     Helogale parvula 

Using our knowledge that this species is often found near termite mounds, we successfully tracked 

down some in Kruger NP. 

Banded Mongoose     Mungos mungo 

One of the regular campsite bands was seen at Sugarloaf in St. Lucia. 

White-tailed Mongoose    Ichneumia albicauda 

We had two sightings of this large nocturnal species during our Kruger night drive. 

Yellow Mongoose     Cynictis penicillata 

We saw this widespread mongoose in the Wakkerstroom area.  

Suricate (Meerkat)     Suricata suricatta 

This endearing creature was also seen near Wakkerstroom..  

 

Hyaenas  Hyaenidae 
Spotted Hyena     Crocuta crocuta 

Among the many great species seen on our night drive in Kruger NP. 

 

Genets & Civets  Viveridae 
Small-spotted Genet     Genetta genetta 

We were actually quite lucky to see this species in Kruger NP (during the night drive). 

 

Cats Felidae 
African Wild Cat     Felis sylvestris 

Brief but fairly good views during our night drive in Kruger NP. 

Cheetah      Acinonyx jubatus 

We were extremely fortunate to see a group of three of these endangered predators during a pre-

breakfast drive in the Satara area. 

Lion       Panthera leo 

We finally caught up with this sought-after cat during our last morning in Kruger. 

Leopard      Panthera pardus 

We had great luck with these amazing cats, seeing one in a tree near Olifants and a mother with 

cubs near Pretoriuskop. 



 

 

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax (Dassie)     Procavia capensis 

Seen around Cape Town and in Simonstown. 

 

Elephants  Elephantidae 
African Elephant     Loxondonta africana 

We had numerous encounters with these leviathans in Kruger NP. 

 

Zebras  Equidae 
Common (Burchell's/Plains) Zebra   Equus quagga burchelli 

Common in Kruger NP and in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Rhinoceroses  Rhinocerotidae 
Square-lipped (White) Rhinoceros   Ceratotherium simum 

This huge beast was seen during our night drive in Kruger NP and along the road to Cape Vidal. 

 

Hippopotami  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus     Hippopotamus amphibius 

Good numbers were seen in Kruger NP and at St Lucia. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog     Phacochoerus africanus 

Our best views of these little guys were naturally in Kruger NP. 

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 
Giraffe      Giraffa camelopardalis 

Common in both major reserves visited. 

 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
African Buffalo      Syncerus caffer 

Encountered on a few occasions in Kruger NP and in Cape Vidal. 

Eland       Taurotragus oryx 

This huge antelope was seen well in the Drakensberg and in West Coast NP. 

Greater Kudu     Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

Another great antelope that was common in Kruger. 

Nyala       Tragelaphus angasii 

We had plenty of encounters with these elegant antelopes in Mkhuze Game Reserve.  

Bushbuck      Tragelaphus scriptus 

Generally quite shy but we saw this skulker well in Kruger and in the St. Lucia area. 

Common Waterbuck    Kobus ellipsiprymnus ellipsiprymnus 

We saw this unusual species in Kruger NP and at Cape Vidal. 

Southern (Common) Reedbuck   Redunca arundinum  

We saw this antelope along the road to Cape Vidal. 

Grey Rhebok      Pelea capreolus 

We were fortunate to see this species during our time in Wakkerstroom. 

Black Wildebeest (White-tailed Gnu)  Connochaetes gnou 

We had great views of this species near Wakkerstroom. 

Blue Wildebeest (Brindled Gnu)   Connochaetes taurinus 



 

 

Much more widespread than the previous species and quite common in Kruger NP. 

Red Hartebeest     Alcelaphus buselaphus 

This smart animal was seen near Wakkerstroom though this was most likely an introduced herd. 

Blesbok      Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi 

Recorded in the Wakkerstroom area and during our drive to Kruger NP. 

Impala      Aepyceros melampus 

A common antelope in Kruger and Mkhuze. 

Springbok      Antidorcas marsupialis 

A few of these special antelope were seen in the Karoo. 

Klipspringer      Oreotragus oreotragus 

One of my favorites and a lovely surprise during our day in the Karoo. 

Steenbok      Raphicerus campestris 

These large-eared, swift little creatures were commonly sighted in Kruger NP and in the Succulent 

Karoo. 

Oribi       Ourebia ourebi 

We saw this declining species near Richmond. 

Blue Duiker      Cephalophus monticola 

We had wonderful views of this minute species in Dhlinza Forest. 

Red Duiker      Cephalophus natalensis 

This richly-coloured mammal was seen often in the Mkhuze and St. Lucia areas. 

Bush (Common/Grey) Duiker   Sylvicapra grimmia 

Seen well on three days – two during the eastern leg of the tour, one in the Western Cape. 

 

Fur Seals  Otariidae 
Cape Fur Seal     Arctocephalus pusillus 

We had some good views of this species off the Cape coast. 

 

Sperm Whales  Physeteroidae 
Sperm Whale      Physeter macrocephalus 

What a fantastic sighting! One of these giants was seen at very close quarters during our  

pelagic off Simonstown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annotated List of Reptiles 
 

Leopard Tortoise     Geochelone pardalis 

We found a few wonderful specimens in Kruger NP. 

Angulate Tortoise     Chersina angulata 

This species was recorded in West Coast NP. 

Marsh/Helmeted Terrapin    Pelomedusa subrufa 

Seen well in Mkhuze and in Kruger NP. 

Forest Cobra      Naja melanoleuca 

A fairly large specimen briefly joined us for breakfast in Mkhuze Game Reserve!    

Rainbow Skink     Mabuya quinquetaeniata 

This brightly-colored creature was seen in Kruger. 

Striped Skink      Mabuya striata 

Also seen in Kruger NP. 

Drakensberg Crag Lizard    Pseudocordylus melanotus 

Striking males and their less colorful females were seen in Lesotho. 

Nile Monitor      Varanus niloticus 

We found ourselves dodging a few large individuals of this species in Nkuhlu picnic site. 

Southern Tree Agama    Agama atricollis 

A beautiful species, seen well in Kruger. 

Flap-neck Chameleon    Chamaeleo dilepis 

To the appreciation of at least some on board, I stopped the night drive vehicle for one of the little 

creatures. 

Nile Crocodile     Crocodylus niloticus 

Recorded in Kruger and in Zululand. 

Painted Reed Frog     Hyperolius marmoratus 

Some really great spotting provided us with views of this very intricately-patterned frog near our 

Pygmy Goose site in St. Lucia. 
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