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Pink-throated Twinspot by Markus Lilje 

 

Trip report compiled by tour leader: Markus Lilje 

 
Top 10 birds as voted for by participants: 

1. Blue Crane 

2. Pink-throated Twinspot 

3. Drakensberg Rockjumper 

4. Rosy-faced Lovebird 

5. Cape Sugarbird 

6. Green Twinspot 

7. Knysna Turaco 

8. Southern Bald Ibis  

9. Four-coloured Bushshrike 

10. Crimson-breasted Shrike 

 

Top 5 mammals: 

1. Aardvark  

2. Aardwolf 

3. South African Porcupine 

4. South African Hedgehog 

5. White Rhino and Black-footed Cat 

 



 

Tour summary 
 

Rockjumper’s Mega tours aim to find as many of any country’s endemic or special species as we 

can, and this tour of South Africa is the classic example of this as we attempt to see almost all of 

these birds in the shortest possible period. The extensive 3 ½ week tour covered almost 10 000 

kilometers and most of the great variety of biomes that this very biodiverse country offers. With the 

required effort we managed to record 500 bird species, including most of the endemics as well as 65 

species of mammals. To add to all this we had a great time enjoying beautiful surroundings in a 

country that also boasts excellent food and lodges throughout the tour! 

 

We began our adventure right in the garden of our lodge in Johannesburg, where we all met up on 

the first morning, starting off with Red-headed Finch and Karoo Thrush along with a number of 

more widespread birds before we headed north. Our initial stop 

along the highway got us a few species including a surprising 

flock of Orange-breasted Waxbill and our first Lesser Masked 

Weaver and African Palm Swift. The main target for the morning 

though was further north along the Zaagkuilsdrift road, where we 

encountered our first big target birds, including Scaly Weaver, 

stunning Crimson-breasted Shrike, Black-chested Prinia, 

Kalahari Scrub Robin, Burchell’s and Wattled Starlings, Spotted 

Thick-knee, Southern Red-billed Hornbill, Marico Flycatcher, 

Crested Barbet, Swainson's Spurfowl, Cape Penduline Tit, 

Magpie Shrike, Burnt-necked Eremomela, Arrow-marked and 

the much-desired Southern Pied Babblers, Blue Waxbill, Red-

billed and Jameson’s Firefinches, Grey Go-away-bird, African 

Wattled Lapwing, African Jacana and the first of many vocal 

Rattling Cisticolas – a wonderful introduction to some of the bird 

families we would encounter frequently on the tour. Heading further north we picked up stunning 

Cut-throated Finch, Verreauxs’ Eagle and Cape and White-backed Vultures before we got to 

Polokwane. Here we still had a little time in the late afternoon in some good habitat, where we 

added Streaky-headed Seedeater, Red-throated Wryneck, African Firefinch, Yellow-bellied 

Greenbul and Golden-tailed Woodpecker to a good list for the first day. 

 

The Polokwane Game Reserve (GR) then played host to us for 

the next morning, during which we managed to find a few really 

good birds and boost our tour total substantially. We spent a fair 

amount of time around a waterhole in the mid-morning, waiting 

for birds to come in to drink from the very dry surroundings, 

where some of the highlights included Black-faced, Violet-eared 

and Blue Waxbills, Green-winged Pytilia, Great Sparrow and 

Golden-breasted Bunting. The biggest target for the area, Short-

clawed Lark, also eventually showed well and we enjoyed scope 

views of this localised endemic in open woodland. Other birds in 

the park included Crested Francolin and Natal Spurfowl, scarce 

Barred Wren-Warbler, Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill, 

Common Ostrich, Chinspot Batis, Acacia Pied Barbet, Grey 

Penduline Tit, Long-billed Crombec, Lesser Honeyguide, Black-

crowned Tchagra, Ashy Tit, Rufous-naped and Sabota Larks, 

Bronze Mannikin, African Hoopoe, Kurrichane and Ground-

scraped Thrushes and numerous Fiscal Flycatcher. 

 

Cape Weaver by Markus Lilje 

Black-fronted Bushshrike  
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Next up on the trip was heading east to our first forest site of the tour, in Magoebaskloof, which was 

very productive indeed. After lunch at our hotel we headed into the forest with a lot of potential 

species awaiting us there. We enjoyed a great session here, finding one of the toughest tour birds 

soon after arriving as a pair of Black-fronted Bushshrike 

spent time in the canopy overhead. Over the next few 

hours we then added numerous other top birds, including 

the critically endangered Cape Parrot, endemic Olive 

Bushshrike and Cape Batis, colourful Knysna Turaco, 

Chorister Robin-Chat, Yellow-streaked Greenbul, shy 

White-starred Robin, a brief Green Twinspot, Grey 

Cuckooshrike, Bar-throated Apalis, Yellow-throated 

Woodland Warbler and Olive Woodpecker. The hotel 

grounds were very productive too as we had numerous 

Greater Double-collared and Amethyst Sunbirds, Brown-

backed Honeybird and very relaxed Swee Waxbill! 

 

The long drive to the famous Wakkerstroom grasslands loomed next, so we headed off fairly early 

after breakfast. We did stop a number of times along the way, adding odds and ends as we went. At 

our first stop we found our only Mountain Wagtail and soon added Brown-hooded Kingfisher, 

White-fronted Bee-eater and then a pair of the very sought-after and rare Bat Hawk near their nest. 

Just before we climbed the escarpment we managed to find beautiful Red-headed Weaver, and 

White-throated and White-browed Robin-Chats along the roadside. The drive through the northern 

Drakensberg unfortunately did not get us views of the 

unpredictable Taita Falcon that we had hoped for, but 

we did enjoy the stunning scenery and the lichen-

covered cliffs of the area. Heading further south we 

found a very active wetland before we got to our 

destination – here we found a large number of White-

backed Duck, Hottentot Teal and Cape Shoveler, as 

well as Squacco and Purple Herons, Whiskered Tern, 

Brown-throated Martin and White-throated Swallow. 

The grasslands here were also very good to us, getting 

us both Red-winged Francolin and Southern Bald Ibis – 

specials for the region and sometimes hard to see well. 

 

The grasslands and wetlands around Wakkerstroom are justly 

famous for harbouring many of the region’s endemic species as well 

as numerous other specialities. We had a full day to explore the 

rolling emerald-green hillsides of the area and certainly made the 

most of it. Early on in the day we headed up to a higher-lying area 

where we found the prized Yellow-breasted Pipit just getting into 

full plumage, as well as African Rock Pipit, White-bellied Bustard, 

Eastern Long-billed Lark and Buff-streaked Chat. From a wonderful 

breakfast buffet we also enjoyed numerous Cape and Village 

Weavers, Crested Barbet and Red-eyed Dove. Heading out for 

another longer session, we were again successful with most of our 

targets as we gradually added new birds; larks especially occur in 

great diversity in this area, with Rudd’s and Botha’s being hard to 

find anywhere else, and Pink-billed, Eastern Clapper and Spike-

heeled also being specialities for the region. Other interesting 

species here included Blue Korhaan, the elegant and ever-popular 

Yellow-breasted Pipit by Markus Lilje 

Botha’s Lark by Markus Lilje 

Martial Eagle  
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Blue Crane, Grey Crowned Crane, Grey-winged Francolin, Sentinel Rock Thrush, Southern Ant-

eating Chat, Mountain Wheatear, African Pied Starling, Ground Woodpecker and South African 

Cliff Swallow. The big local wetland also gave us numerous species including Red-billed Teal, 

Southern Pochard, South African Shelduck, relaxed African Snipe, Black-crowned Night Heron, 

Little Rush, African Reed and Lesser Swamp Warblers, fleeting African Rail and African Marsh 

Harrier quartering over the reedbeds. 

 

Dropping down to lower altitudes again during a drive to the 

coastal plain of the Zululand region, we looked forward to 

some of the most productive birding areas of the tour. Near the 

Swaziland border we spent a little time to search for a few birds 

that can otherwise be hard to see elsewhere on our route and we 

added Marabou Stork, Bateleur, Martial Eagle, Village 

Indigobird and Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill. Enjoying a 

good lunch in the Hluhluwe area, we added a few birds in the 

garden, including Scarlet-chested Sunbird, Common 

Scimitarbill and African Pygmy Kingfisher. In the late 

afternoon we had sufficient time to explore a local pan in the 

uMkuze area, which turned out to be very productive as we 

added some very tough birds for the tour. Highlights here during our quick visit included Grey-

rumped Swallow, Great White Pelican, Lemon-breasted Canary, Common Ringed and Kittlitz’s 

Plovers, Brown Snake Eagle and Brimstone Canary. 

 

The day around the uMkuze Game Reserve could always be considered as one of the best birding 

days of the whole route, with our visit being no exception despite having overcast and wet 

conditions to deal with. The variety of habitats and generally ideal 

conditions lend themselves perfectly for an enjoyable and high-bird-

numbers day. Here are just a few of the top species we had in this 

area: Pink-throated Twinspot (voted one of the top birds of the tour), 

Crowned Eagle, Grey Waxbill, Purple-crested Turaco, Crested 

Guineafowl, Rudd's and Yellow-breasted Apalises, African Yellow 

White-eye, Red-billed Oxpecker, Bearded Scrub Robin, Grey Tit-

Flycatcher, Brown Snake Eagle, Grey-headed Bushshrike, Purple-

banded and Neergard’s Sunbirds, White-crested Helmetshrike, Violet-

backed and Black-bellied Starlings, Black Cuckooshrike, Red-fronted 

Tinkerbird, Southern Black Tit, Dark-backed Weaver and a majestic 

Martial Eagle as we were about to leave 

the park. A highlight when the region is 

dry is always a visit to the Kumasinga 

hide, which again provided the goods with very close views of drinking 

White Rhino and Warthog as well as other mammals and numerous 

birds coming to drink. The area also produced a few other good 

mammals including the tiny Suni antelope, while Nyala was common 

and we had our first Hippopotamus in the large Nsumo Pan. 

 

The area directly around our accommodations here, as well as in False 

Bay, is covered by sandforest, a very thick but potentially productive 

biome. On walks in these areas we also added many of the specialties 

that we were hoping for, including the incredible Four-coloured 

Bushshrike, Eastern Nicator, unobtrusive African Broadbill, Broad-

billed Roller, Square-tailed Drongo, Tambourine Dove, Sombre and 

Lemon-breasted Canary 

by Markus Lilje 

African Broadbill  

by Markus Lilje 

Woodward’s Batis  

by Markus Lilje 
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Yellow-bellied Greenbuls, Terrestrial Brownbul and Grey Sunbird. Some of these species proved 

very hard to find and only gave us some good views after we spent a lot of time looking for them!  

 

The next stop was the St. Lucia area, where a new set of big targets 

awaited. This is again a very productive region that provides a good 

variety of habitats with their associated species. Southern Brown-

throated and Yellow Weavers were seen very well in a large 

reedbed, which also produced Rufous-winged Cisticola. In St. Lucia 

itself, we visited one of the campsites as well as good forest and 

forest-edge nearby, where we had wonderful looks at Livingstone's 

Turaco, Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Brown Scrub Robin, the shy 

Woodward's Batis, Red-capped Robin-Chat, Blue-mantled Crested 

Flycatcher, Crowned and Trumpeter Hornbills, spectacular Four-

coloured Bushshrike, White-eared Barbet, feeding Thick-billed 

Weaver, many more Crested Guineafowl, plus an African Wood 

Owl on its day roost. Water Thick-knee, White-fronted Plover and a 

number of other species were also seen near the estuary mouth.  

 

The area around Eshowe and Mtunzini was unusually dry, though 

not a problem at all in Mtunzini where we enjoyed amazing views 

of a close Narina Trogon and a scoped Palmnut Vulture perched on 

a large Raffia Palm. The dry conditions did seem to kill most 

activity in the Ongoye forest however, where we worked very hard in the drizzle, without managing 

to find our main target unfortunately. Driving an 

interesting back route to Eshowe we enjoyed 

beautiful rolling hills with traditional Zulu 

homesteads and what seemed to be numerous 

traditionally-clad wedding parties! The following 

morning in the Dlinza forest was very productive, 

with fantastic views of Spotted Ground Thrush in 

the forest, while Lemon Dove and an amazing 

Green Twinspot were also seen. From the Dlinza 

boardwalk we did not get to see very much, but 

we did enjoy 2 Little Sparrowhawks sailing over 

the canopy. An amazing experience during a walk 

in this gloomy forest was watching a few of the diminutive Blue Duiker, which paid no attention to 

us as they went about their business, just meters away. 

 

We next headed further south to Durban and then into the 

interior of the Kwazulu-Natal province for the remainder of 

the eastern portion of the tour, where we divided our time 

between the midlands and the foothills and mountains of the 

Drakensberg range. Our first stop was a very important one 

and, in the light of recent news, we thought it wise to allow 

as much time as possible there. The number of Blue 

Swallows seems to be plummeting constantly and they 

inhabit areas that are perpetually plagued by fog, so we took 

our opportunity and eventually managed to get good views 

of 3 or 4 of these elegant iridescent birds as they fed over 

short grasslands in this area, which is now mainly covered in 

exotic tree plantations. Other good birds included Red-

Narina Trogon  

by Markus Lilje 
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necked Spurfowl, Familiar Chat, Black-winged lapwing with very 

young chicks, and Plain-backed Pipit. 

 

Sani Pass is another very important area on this route and a good 

day here can contribute significantly to the success of any tour in 

South Africa! For this reason, and for its notoriously treacherous 

switchbacks, we always enlist the help of one of the best local 

guides in the vicinity. Jumping into his four-wheel-drive vehicles 

early in the morning, we made our way slowly up the pass, making 

regular stops to admire the scenery, birds and other fascinating 

features of this interesting and beautifully rugged part of the world. 

We had already seen many of our targets by breakfast time, but they 

never really stopped coming and we ended the day with a fantastic 

sweep of endemics and other birds, including Barratt’s Warbler, 

African Black Duck at a small private lake, Cape and Bearded 

Vultures, plenty of Ground Woodpecker, Cape Grassbird, Fairy 

Flycatcher, Layard's Warbler, Grey Tit, Sentinel Rock Thrush, 

Sickle-winged Chat, Drakensberg Siskin and Yellow Canary. There are generally not many 

mammals in the area, but we did see the endemic 

Sloggett's Ice Rat, a group of 3 Cape Clawless 

Otter and Grey Rhebuck. One bird, of course, 

deserves special mention and a day to Sani Pass 

without seeing it would be a great disappointment 

indeed. The beautiful Drakensberg Rockjumper is 

our namesake but it is also a very special endemic 

and a truly wonderful little bird in its own right. 

We enjoyed an encounter with this species as 2 

birds were watched as they disappeared a few 

times nearby, feeding young chicks in the grass 

tufts; we will all remember it as one of the best 

birds of the entire tour! Near our 

accommodations in the area, we also recorded a large flock of Grey Crowned Crane as well as the 

tricky Half-collared and Giant Kingfishers. 

 

A fairly brief stop at Marutswa Forest produced fantastic views of Orange Ground Thrush and the 

uncommon endemic Bush Blackcap among a few others, including a group of 4 flying Cape 

Parrots, before we headed into the midlands area. This region’s mosaic of forest and grassland 

habitats provide chances for a number of good birds and we 

managed to find many of those that we were still hoping for. 

There were Peregrine and Lanner Falcons around the Howick 

waterfall, while Forest Canary, Banded Martin and Yellow-

throated Woodland Warbler all showed at close quarters. On the 

final morning of our time here in the east of the country we were 

very happy with a productive session in the grass and wetlands in 

the Cedara area. Here we had fantastic views of Fan-tailed 

Grassbird, Burchell’s Coucal, Fan-tailed Widowbirds, Little 

Rush Warbler and African Marsh Harrier, though we didn’t 

manage a glimpse of any of the calling Red-chested Flufftails 

hiding around our feet! We then headed back down to the coast 

to catch a flight to Cape Town to begin the next exciting leg of 

our journey. 

Red-necked Spurfowl  

by Markus Lilje 

Ground Woodpecker by Markus Lilje 

Crested Guineafowl  
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First up after arriving in Cape Town was a 

drive heading east into the De Hoop area, 

fairly close to Africa’s southern-most point. 

Again this region is rich with endemic 

specialities, although many of the more 

widespread birds were new too, as we slowly 

got used to another totally new biome. Some 

of the major targets that we found here 

included Agulhas Long-billed Lark, Southern 

Tchagra and Capped Wheatear. These were 

not the only birds about though and just 

around our accommodations we saw Cape Spurfowl, Cape 

Sugarbird, Karoo Prinia, Fiscal Flycatcher, Cape Bulbul, Bar-

throated Apalis and White-throated Canary, as well as other 

good birds including Water Thick-knee and Grey-winged 

Francolin. In De Hoop Nature Reserve we struggled a bit, 

although we still managed to get numerous Cape Batis, as 

well as Olive Woodpecker and had great mammals in the 

form of Bontebok and Cape Fox being chased by a few 

crows. The open wheat fields have become the stronghold of 

the elegant Blue Crane, of which we saw great numbers, 

including a flock of over 150 birds, while we also managed to 

find Denham’s Bustard and Karoo Korhaan, as well as Red-

capped and Large-billed Larks and the distinctive cape race 

of Cloud Cisticola. 

 

Unfortunately the wind picked up as we headed back towards Cape Town, making our time around 

the eastern edge of False Bay quite unpleasant. This did not stop us from adding a good number of 

new birds though, including breeding Cape, Bank 

and Crowned Cormorants and African 

Oystercatcher. This was all at Betty’s Bay, where 

the main target was the African Penguin, which 

was around in huge numbers, with thousands of 

birds being seen on rocks and in the waves just 

beyond at very close range. We enjoyed lunch at 

the Harold Porter National Botanical Gardens, 

were we also had a bit of birding before we headed 

to the Rooi Els area. Despite finding some good 

birds that included Cape Rock Thrush, Yellow 

Bishop and Orange-breasted Sunbird, we could not 

find Cape Rockjumper, despite a huge amount of effort, even after returning a few days later for 

another attempt!  

 

A big highlight in this region is always getting out onto the Atlantic Ocean off Cape Point on a 

pelagic trip – if the weather conditions allow it, which is very often not the case. We were however 

fortunate on this tour and did enjoy a very pleasant day out on the water. After heading south from 

Simon’s Town, where we saw cormorants, penguins and a few terns, we headed past Cape Point 

and gradually saw our first Cape Gannet before Sooty Shearwater and White-chinned Petrel were 

added to the list. We were fortunate to find a trawler way out near the continental shelf, which is 

really what one hopes for on these trips. The spectacle of hundreds of birds fighting for the spoils 

Cape Batis by Markus Lilje 

Blue Crane by Markus Lilje 

Agulhas Long-billed Lark by Markus Lilje 
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was truly fantastic to watch as we tried sorting out Southern and Northern Giant Petrels, as well as 

getting to know the differences between Atlantic 

and Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses and Shy 

and Black-browed Albatross. Other species we 

found during this trip included huge numbers of 

Greater Shearwater, Wilson’s and a few 

migrating Black-bellied Storm Petrels, Cape 

Petrel, Sabine’s Gull and Brown Skua. We also 

had many Cape Fur Seal joining in the feast, 

while 2 Hump-backed Whales also showed well. 

Back on shore we took time to visit the famous 

Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens with all its 

wonderful proteas and other plants and we 

enjoyed very close views of Spotted Eagle-Owl 

and a few other relaxed species. We also spent a 

bit of time in the winelands for lunch, where the 

birding highlight was fantastic views of Victorin’s Warbler nearby on the beautiful Bain’s Kloof 

Pass.  

 

Heading out of Cape Town, our next birding area was around West Coast National Park (NP), 

where we birded for much of the day. Just before arriving at the 

park we had Cape Clapper Lark that was seen and scoped doing its 

display flight. In the park itself we found the day’s biggest target – 

Black Harrier, when 2 were seen interacting with each other over 

their favoured Strandveld habitat. There are a lot of birds that 

favour the thickets of this area, including White-backed 

Mousebird, Karoo Scrub Robin and Pearl-breasted Swallow, while 

we also had fantastic views of the tiny Cape Penduline Tit. Of 

course, we also enjoyed seeing a good selection of waders 

including Curlew Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, a single Red Knot, 

Kittlitz's Plover, White-fronted, Common Ringed and Grey 

Plovers, Whimbrel, Sanderling, Little Stint and Ruff, as well as 

Hartlaub’s Gull and Caspian, Great Crested, Common and 

Sandwich Terns. Non-avian highlights were few but it was great to 

see so many Angulate Tortoises, some magnificent Eland and 

also Steenbok. In the afternoon we spent some time in the 

Velddrift area and the wheat field nearby, hoping to add to our 

list. During the time here we enjoyed great Southern Black 

Korhaan, Jackal Buzzard, Maccoa Duck, Namaqua Dove, Lesser 

Flamingo, Pied Avocet, Black-winged Stilt, Black-necked Grebe 

and Banded Martin, while we appreciated watching a large group 

of interacting Pied Kingfisher. 

 

We headed north early from Langebaan the next day to leave the 

Western Cape behind and try to catch up with the tricky Protea 

Canary. This often scarce species showed incredibly well after 

very little time walking around while enjoying our roadside 

breakfast. Other birds we found in the same area included more 

scarce endemics such as Cape Siskin, Grey Tit and Fairy 

Flycatcher. After fighting our way through a lot of roadworks on 

the highway, we made our way into the increasingly drier 

Black Harrier by Markus Lilje 

Protea Canary by Markus Lilje 

African Penguin by Markus Lilje 
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vegetation as we left the coast behind, to enter the Karoo of South Africa’s interior. 

 

We spent a fair amount of time in the region around the town of Calvinia, set in the western part of 

the Karoo, well situated for exploring the surrounding area 

as well as the Bushmanland to the north. This region sports 

a lot of good habitat-specific birds and is especially notable 

for its high percentage of endemics. One of the most 

amazing sightings we had was in the grasslands around the 

town of Nieuwoudville, where a large number of the 

scarce, but nomadic, Ludwig’s Bustard were seen 

wandering around within just a few minutes of each other. 

This area also produced a few of the species that we would 

come to know well over the next couple days. Specials 

around the town itself included Namaqua Warbler, the sole 

member of its genus, as well as fantastic Layard’s and 

Rufous-eared Warblers and Lark-like Bunting. 

 

The dry, open areas and river courses around Brandvlei are home to a few very special birds. It took 

us the better part of the day to explore the area, spending a lot of time near the often productive 

waterholes in this very dry region. Red Lark was seen very well early on while Karoo Long-billed, 

Spike-heeled and Large-billed Larks were seen more frequently. Other birds in the area included 

Namaqua Sandgrouse, Chat Flycatcher, Karoo Korhaan, Martial Eagle, Pale Chanting Goshawk, 

abundant Lark-like Bunting and Yellow-bellied 

Eremomelas, and Karoo and Tractrac Chats. As we 

headed north towards Springbok, we also managed 

to get some good views of Karoo Lark, Black-

headed Canary, Double-banded Courser, 

Bokmakierie and then, on an unplanned detour, 

managed to catch up with some great Sclater’s 

Lark and nomadic Black-eared and Grey-backed 

Sparrow-Larks – all highly-sought and difficult to 

find! This area also produced further views of 

Ludwig’s and Karoo Bustards, while providing us 

with a few more great views of Northern Black 

Korhaan in display flight. 

 

The town of Springbok was our next base for 2 nights and is set in some truly beautiful 

surroundings, with some good birding areas right on the edge of the town. Venturing out around our 

garden and similar habitat in the nearby vicinity we encountered many of the birds and a few 

mammals typical of the area. These including a number of Pale-winged Starling, Dusky Sunbird, 

Acacia Pied Barbet, White-backed Mousebird, Red-eyed 

Bulbul, Fairy Warbler, Mountain Wheatear as well as Rock 

Hyrax and Smith’s Red Rock Hare! The undoubted highlights 

here though were Cinnamon-breasted Warbler and Karoo 

Eremomela, both very tricky endemics that can easily be 

missed and were both seen very well and at very close range.  

 

Our day trip out of Springbok was to the north-western-most 

coastline in the country, starting with a drive to Port Nolloth, 

interrupted only by the odd Jackal Buzzard and Greater 

Kestrel, as well as a trio of young Lanner Falcon. The 

Cinnamon-breasted Warbler by Markus Lilje 

Rufous-eared Warbler by Markus 

Lilje 

Karoo Eremomela  

by Markus Lilje 



Trip Report – RBT South Africa Mega I 2014 

 

 

 

10 

interesting low vegetation of the area tried hard to hide its inhabitants and we really had to put in an 

effort to get the special Cape Long-billed and Barlow’s Larks as well as a number of very pale 

Tractrac Chat, all near Port Nolloth. Brant's Whistling Rat was also seen in the area, while the 

rugged coastline had very large numbers of Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling feeding in the tidal 

zone along with Little Stint and Curlew Sandpiper, while there was also a variety of cormorants on 

the rocks with endemic Hartlaub’s Gull. 

 

We started our very long drive east towards the impressive 

Augrabies Falls NP, passing through Pofadder and some great arid 

scenery with large numbers of Sociable Weaver around their often 

pole-hugging nests. We detoured to the small town of Onseepkans 

on the Orange River to see if any Rosy-faced Lovebirds were there, 

and managed to find 2 relaxed birds, getting out of the sun on a very 

hot day. The many flowering trees in the area produced numerous 

Orange River White-eye and Dusky Sunbird, while we also had very 

good views of Little Bittern and Swallow-tailed bee-eater. We were 

hoping for Bradfield’s Swift here, but sadly found none among the 

flock of Little, Alpine and White-rumped Swifts overhead. On the 

drive we also recorded large flocks of larks and enjoyed large forests 

of the stunning Quiver Tree, a huge aloe species special to the 

western part of southern Africa. 

 

The Augrabies Falls NP is scenically stunning and our 

accommodations were just a few minutes’ walk away from 

the main waterfall. We spent our time in the area enjoying 

the spectacular viewpoints as well as Giraffe, Hartmann’s 

Mountain Zebra, Klipspringer, Springbok, Rock Hyrax and 

the wonderfully marked Augrabies Flat Lizard. Birds in the 

park included Pale-winged Starling, Pririt Batis, Acacia Pied 

Barbet and Grey Tit-Flycatcher. After an afternoon and 

morning here we spent the rest of the day on the drive 

towards Kimberley, picking up Pygmy Falcon, Short-toed 

Rock Thrush, Fawn-coloured Lark and the huge Kori Bustard 

on the way! 

 

The final location of the tour had arrived and we now had the 

task of finding those few remaining possible endemics and reaching a trip total of 500 species seen. 

We spent our time in this area around our accommodations 

and in the fairly newly proclaimed Mokala National Park. We 

managed to find numerous good species here that included 

Double-banded Courser, Orange River Francolin, Black-faced 

Waxbill, stunning Northern Black Korhaan and Scaly-

feathered Weaver. The game animals included Tsessebe, Red 

hartebeest and the wonderful Sable and Roan as well as 2 huge 

White Rhino. The highlight of the Kimberley area was almost 

undoubtedly our nightdrive though, where we were blown 

away by the number of special mammals that we managed to 

record. This included no less than Aardvark, Aardwolf, 

Porcupine, South African Hedgehog, Black-footed and 

African Wild Cats, Bat-eared Fox, Cape Hare and innumerable 

Springhare, as well as great views of Western Barn Owl! 

Augrabies Flat Lizard  

by Markus Lilje 

Orange River White-eye  

by Markus Lilje 

Red-crested Korhaan  

by Markus Lilje 
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Aardvark by Markus Lilje 

 

All that remained for us was the drive back to 

Johannesburg and the airport. On the way we 

still managed to find a few uncooperative 

Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Larks, before we 

bid farewell to some of the group after sharing 

so much over the last weeks. Half of the group 

was then joined by 2 others to explore the 

Kruger National Park for a few days. It was 

great to share this remarkable tour and so 

many incredible sightings and experiences 

with all the participants, and it would be 

wonderful to see all of you again on future 

tours! 

 
 

 Annotated List of Birds recorded 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 4.4 List of: Gill, F. and Wright, M. August 2012. 

Birds of the World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. 

Special notes are included where the taxonomy varies between IOC and Clements lists. 

 

Total species recorded: 500 (496 seen and 4 heard)  

 
E = South African Endemic, RE = Regional Endemic to Southern Africa, RNE = Regional Near 

Endemic, BE = Breeding Endemic, 

  

Ostrich  Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich      Struthio camelus 

Seen at various locations throughout the tour, including Polokwane GR and West Coast NP. 
NOTE: some authorities regard the subspecies S. c. molybdophanes of dry East Africa as a distinct species: Somali 

Ostrich. The form we observed would remain with the nominate Common Ostrich S. camelus. Clements does not as yet 

recognise this split. 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

Seen first and in highest numbers in the uMkuze area, with a few other sightings in the region. 

White-backed Duck     Thalassornis leuconotus 

Around 18 of these fairly scarce ducks were seen well at a small wetland to the north of Ermelo, 

during our drive to the Wakkerstroom area.  

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

Recorded at numerous wetlands during the tour, seen on half the days of the tour. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiaca 

The most common waterbird in South Africa, and seen frequently on the tour. 

South African Shelduck (RE)   Tadorna cana 

Seen in good numbers at a Wakkerstroom wetlands and again at West Coast NP and near Calvinia. 

African Pygmy Goose    Nettapus auritus 

We enjoyed a sighting of 4 birds on a small lily-covered pan in the St Lucia area. 

Cape Teal      Anas capensis 

Around a dozen birds were seen in the Veldrift area, where we enjoyed good views. 

African Black Duck     Anas sparsa 
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Great views of 2 birds near the base of the Sani Pass. 

Mallard      Anas platyrhynchos 

1 seen just north of Cape Town. 

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulata 

Commonly recorded at various wetlands during the tour. 

Cape Shoveler (RE)     Anas smithii 

Seen at a few wetland sites, with first birds on the drive to Wakkerstroom. 

Red-billed Teal     Anas erythrorhyncha 

Seen at a few wetland sites during the first week, highest numbers around the Wakkerstroom area. 

Hottentot Teal     Anas hottentota 

This tiny duck was seen at the Wakkerstroom area. 

Southern Pochard     Netta erythrophthalma 

As most some of the above species, highest numbers in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Maccoa Duck      Oxyura maccoa 

After much searching we finally found one male near Langebaan. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl    Numida meleagris 

Recorded on many occasions during the tour. 
NOTE: The nominate N. m. meleagris Helmeted Guineafowl, is sometimes regarded as distinct from the western (N. m. 

galeata) West African Guineafowl and the southern, which we recorded, (N. m. mitrata) Tufted Guineafowl. Clements 

does not as yet recognise these splits. 

Crested Guineafowl     Guttera pucherani 

Amazingly this bird was incredibly common in the uMkhuze and St Lucia area, where we had many 

sightings, usually of small flocks and pairs. 

 

Pheasants & Partridges  Phasianidae 
Grey-winged Francolin (E)    Scleroptila afra 

Often a fairly hard bird to find – we managed to get great views in the Wakkerstroom area, above 

3000m in Lesotho and in West Coast NP. 

Red-winged Francolin    Scleroptila levaillantii 

We had close views of this bird on 2 occasions before we got to the Wakkerstroom area. 

Orange River Francolin (RNE)   Scleroptila levaillantoides 

After much time and effort we enjoyed good views of 2 birds in open grasslands in the Mokala NP. 

Crested Francolin     Dendroperdix sephaena 

We recorded this species in the Polokwane area and a single bird in uMkuze GR. 

Cape Spurfowl (Francolin) (RE)   Pternistis capensis 

Seen on 4 days in the Cape, where it can be quite common; first seen on the first full day we had in 

the Cape. 

Natal Spurfowl (RNE)    Pternistis natalensis 

We had good views of this species on Zaagkuilsdrift road and in Polokwane Game Reserve – a 

tough bird on this route. 

Red-necked Spurfowl     Pternistis afer 

A hard bird to find in South Africa – we enjoyed great views on 3 separate occasions in the KZN 

midlands and near Underberg. 

Swainson’s Spurfowl (RNE)   Pternistis swainsonii 

Fairly commonly encountered in the Polokwane area. 

 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 
African (Jackass) Penguin (RE)   Spheniscus demersus 
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This endearing species was seen at the Betty’s Bay colony in big numbers, we could enjoy some 

interaction between different birds and also watch some birds coming in from the ocean. 

 

Albatrosses  Diomedeidae 
Black-browed Albatross    Thalassarche melanophrys 

At least 4 birds were seen well during our pelagic trip from Simon’s Town. 

Shy Albatross      Thalassarche cauta 

Easily the most common of the albatrosses, where we enjoyed maybe 50 birds. 

Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche chlororhynchos 

A beautiful bird, showing a grey head, a few were seen well from the boat on our pelagic trip. 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche carteri 

Unlike the above species, this has an all-white head; 3 were seen well during the pelagic trip. 

 

Petrels, Shearwater  Procellariidae 
Southern Giant Petrel    Macronectes giganteus 

At least 2 birds were seen during our pelagic trip off Cape Point. 

Northern Giant Petrel    Macronectes halli 

Similar to the previous species, around 5 birds were seen well. 

Cape Petrel      Daption capense 

At least 4 birds were seen – we were lucky to find them this late in the season. 

White-chinned Petrel    Procellaria aequinoctailis 

One of the most common deep-sea species during our pelagic trip. 

Sooty Shearwater     Puffinus griseus 

At least 10 birds were seen well during the pelagic – showing their distinctive fast wing beats. 

Greater Shearwater     Puffinus gravis 

Another abundant species – maybe 60 birds were seen. 

 

Storm Petrels  Hydrobatidae 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel    Oceanites oceanicus 

Roughly 20 of these tiny pelagic birds were seen, some very well, during our pelagic excursion. 

Black-bellied Storm Petrel    Fregatta tropica 

A very good bird for South Africa, where it just shows a few weeks a year; we enjoyed views of 3 

birds during our pelagic tour. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe (Dabchick)    Tachybaptus ruficollis 

This species was recorded at scattered wetlands throughout the tour. 

Great Crested Grebe    Podiceps cristatus 

A single bird was seen briefly near our viewpoint of the Table Mountain. 

Black-necked(eared) Grebe    Podiceps nigricollis 

Velddrift produced at least 25 birds where they were seen on 2 days. 

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

Seen on 3 days, with greatest numbers in West Coast NP and Velddrift. 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoenicopterus minor 

The very salty water at Velddrift is ideal for the large numbers of this species that we recorded here. 

 

Storks  Ciconidae 
Yellow-billed Stork     Mycteria ibis 
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This species was seen along the Zaagkuilsdrift road and at St Lucia. 

African Openbill     Anastomus lamelligerus 

We enjoyed good views of this bizarre stork mainly around the large Nsumo Pan in uMkuze GR. 

Woolly-necked Stork    Ciconia episcopus 

Small numbers were seen a few locations, including one bird on the road near Mtunzini. 

Marabou Stork     Leptoptilos crumenifer 

2 birds were seen during our short side trip we did to Pongola GR, where we scoped a perched bird 

near the road and had another flying overhead. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 

A commonly encountered wetland bird during the tour. 

Southern Bald Ibis (E)      Geronticus calvus 

This colourful endemic showed well around Wakkerstroom, where we had views during all three 

days in the area, similarly we again enjoyed views on 3 consecutive days in the Underberg/midlands 

area – a highly sought-after and often uncommon species. 

Hadada Ibis (Hadeda)    Bostrychia hagedash 

We saw this noisy species on almost every day. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

Recorded at numerous sites, including most days in the first week. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

Seen at scattered wetland sites during the tour, including in the Agulhas region in the Western Cape. 

 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 
Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutus 

A few participants had a brief view in Wakkerstroom, another was seen well in flight along the 

Orange River, near Onseepkans. 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nyctocorax nyctocorax 

Seen well in the Wakkerstroom wetland. 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

Seen well at a few separate wetlands in Wakkerstroom and the Zululand area. 

[Western] Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

Regularly recorded on the trip. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

Seen on many occasions on the tour around wetlands. 

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

As with the previous species, seen quite regularly during the tour, though typically in drier habitats. 

Goliath Heron     Ardea goliath 

A single bird was seen in the uMkuze GR, where we scoped a bird along the edge of Nsumo Pan. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

Seen well near Ermelo and then a few times in the uMkuze area as well as at False Bay. 

Great Egret       Ardea alba 

Single birds were seen on 2 days, first near uMkuze GR. 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

Generally prefers flooded grassland – seen well near Ermelo and again around Wakkerstroom area 

and uMkuze. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

A fast-moving feeder that was seen at scattered wetlands around the uMkuze area. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
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Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 

This species was seen a few times on the first 4 days, with best views of a bird on the road in the 

Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

This huge species was seen near Cape Town after we had good views on consecutive days in the 

uMkuze area. 

Pink-backed Pelican     Pelecanus rufescens 

An often scarce species that was seen in uMkuze, where we had 6 birds. 

 

Gannets  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet (BE)     Morus capensis 

Very large numbers were seen during our pelagic trip out of Simon’s Town. 

 

Cormorants & Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax africanus 

A common wetland bird, seen on many days of the tour, mainly during the first half of the tour. 

Crowned Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax coronatus 

A single bird was seen well in Betty’s Bay, before we had 3 more at Port Nolloth. 

Bank Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax neglectus 

Another endemic Cormorant, seen at Betty’s Bay and on the pelagic – a large, distinctive species. 

White-breasted (Great) Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Widespread, and seen in both freshwater and marine situations. 

Cape Cormorant (BE)    Leucocarbo capensis 

Easily the most common of the marine cormorants – seen well at Betty’s Bay and all around the 

Cape peninsula. 

 

Anhingas & Darters  Anhingidae 
African Darter     Anhinga rufa 

Seen well on a number of occasions – records on 7 days, including over the Augrabies Falls. 

 

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird      Sagittarius serpentarius 

This iconic species was seen on the final morning, when it was spotted walking in the tall grass near 

Kimberley – a bird that has seen numbers plummeting over the last two decades or so in the 

country.  

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 

This was a commonly recorded raptor, and often seen alongside the roads in rural areas. 

African Harrier-Hawk    Polyboroides typus 

A single was first seen over St. Lucia, before we had 3 separate sightings in the KZN midlands a 

few days later. 

Palm-nut Vulture     Gypohierax angolensis 

A single bird was seen and scoped on a Raffia Palm just outside Mtunzini. 

Bearded Vulture (Lammergeier)   Gypaetus barbatus 

A total of 3 birds were seen very well on our day trip into Lesotho. 

White-backed Vulture    Gyps africanus 
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Seen on 5 days, with most seen along the drive to Hluhluwe, while possibly the best view was a 

single bird seen with the following species on the first day near Polokwane. 

Cape Vulture (E)     Gyps coprotheres 

This endemic was seen well and the first day and again on 3 other days later on. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle    Circaetus pectoralis 

Seen on 3 days during the tour, first views in the Polokwane area. 

Brown Snake Eagle     Circaetus cinereus 

We had some great views of this species – including 3 in the False Bay area. 

Bateleur      Terathopius ecaudatus 

This very distinctive raptor was seen well in the uMkuze GR. 

Bat Hawk      Elanus caeruleus 

We had a great look at 2 of these birds, after some searching in the Magoebaskloof area. 

Crowned Eagle     Stephanoaetus coronatus 

A magnificent raptor indeed. We had fantastic views of a single huge bird, probably a female, 

perched in uMkuze GR. 

Martial Eagle      Polemaetus bellicosus 

Africa’s largest eagle, we had views on 5 days – including amazing close perched views in uMkuze 

GR. 

Long-crested Eagle     Lophaetus occipitalis 

Seen well on 4 consecutive days, around Underberg and the Kwazulu-Natal Midlands. 

Wahlberg's Eagle     Aquila wahlbergi 

An Intra-African Migrant, and a distinctive bird in flight, we saw this species very well a number of 

times during the first week of the tour. 

Booted Eagle      Hieraaetus pennatus 

We did very well with this species – getting 5 birds on 4 days in the Northern Cape. 

Verreaux’s Eagle     Aquila verreauxii 

2 birds were seen well on the first day in along the N1 road to the south of Polokwane. 

Gabar Goshawk     Micronisus gabar 

A single bird was seen fairly briefly very close to our accommodations in the Kimberly area. 

Pale Chanting Goshawk (RNE)   Melierax canorus 

With its striking wing flashes and long legs, this raptor is distinctive from quite a distance. We saw 

many individuals over 5 days in the Northern Cape. 

African Goshawk     Accipiter tachiro 

One bird was very well as we entered uMkuze GR, where we enjoyed great scope views. 

Little Sparrowhawk     Accipiter minullus 

An often tricky species; we had 2 birds showed well as they flew over the Dlinza forest. 

Black Sparrowhawk     Accipiter melanoleucus 

A single bird was seen well as it flew along a small river in Wakkerstroom and went over our heads 

at high speed to avoid getting too close to us. 

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 

We recorded this species on several days and sites, including great views in the Cedara area. 

Black Harrier (RE)     Circus maurus 

We recorded a total of 4 birds, including a pair that showed well – all in West Coast NP. One of the 

highly-sought endemics of the region. 

Yellow-billed Kite     Milvus migrans 

Peak numbers of this Intra-African migrant were seen in KwaZulu-Natal; common. 

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

Always a popular bird, this magnificent raptor was seen at a handful of locations during our tour. 

Common (Steppe) Buzzard    Buteo buteo 

A few of this species were seen; early in the season for this Palearctic migrant. 

Jackal Buzzard (RE)     Buteo rufofuscus 
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This handsome species was first encountered near Magoebaskloof, with regular sightings in 

Kwazulu-Natal, the Western and Northern Cape thereafter. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 
Kori Bustard       Ardeotis kori 

A tough species on our route, but we did manage to find 3 birds during the drive to Kimberley, 

where they were walking in open dry woodland. 

Ludwig’s Bustard (RNE)    Neotis ludwigii 

A tough and sought-after large bustard that was seen well first in the open grasslands near 

Nieuwoudville, where we had around 20 individuals. The very nomadic nature of this species 

allowed for this high density after good rains in the area! We had 10 more birds over the next few 

days. 

Denham’s (Stanley’s) Bustard   Neotis denhami 

A single bird was seen fairly well during our drive to the De Hoop area – on our first Cape 

afternoon. 

White-bellied Bustard (E)    Eupodotis barrowii 

2 birds were seen very well in very short grassland near Wakkerstroom. 

Blue Korhaan (E)     Eupodotis caerulescens 

4 birds were seen in the Wakkerstroom area, where this is a very sought-after grassland endemic. 

Karoo Korhaan (RE)    Eupodotis vigorsii 

We had excellent views of this species near on 4 days – with numerous sightings at scattered 

locations in the Northern Cape, with the Brandvlei and Springbok areas providing most sightings. 

Red-crested Korhaan (RNE)   Lophotis ruficrista 

We enjoyed fantastic views of 4 birds in the Acacia woodlands in Mokala NP. 

Southern Black Korhaan (E)   Afrotis afra 

This endemic was recorded during an afternoon drive in West Coast NP. 

Northern Black Korhaan (NE)   Afrotis afraoides 

Commonly seen around Kimberly, particularly in the new Mokala NP and on the drive to 

Johannesburg on the final day. 

Black-bellied Bustard (Korhaan)   Lissotis melanogaster 

3 birds were seen very well in tall grass in the open woodlands in uMkuze. 

 

Flufftails  Sarothruridae 
Red-chested Flufftail     Sarothrura rufa 

Unfortunately this species treated us no differently than normal, as we got very vocal birds that 

came closer but would not show themselves to us near Pietermaritzburg. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail      Rallus caerulescens 

2 birds were seen well along the edge of a wetland in Wakkerstroom. 

Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra 

Good numbers were seen well at the Wakkerstroom wetland, a few others later too. 

African Swamphen     Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Seen wondering around in the open in Wakkerstroom, as well as at a small wetland to the north. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

A very widespread bird that was seen particularly well around Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Frequently recorded at wetlands throughout the country. 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 
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Grey Crowned Crane    Balearica regulorum 

We had very good views of a large flock of these birds around our Himeville accommodations. 

Blue Crane (RE)     Grus paradisea 

Seen on 8 days of the tour, with a huge flock of over 150 birds in the De Hoop area being 

particularly memorable.  

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee (Dikkop)    Burhinus vermiculatus 

Best views were enjoyed at close range in the infant area – near our fist Cape accommodations. 

Spotted Thick-knee (Dikkop)   Burhinus capensis 

Single birds were seen on 3 days, before we had 3 more birds in Mokala NP near Kimberly. 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopididae 
African (Black) Oystercatcher (E)   Haematopus moquini 

Seen in very good numbers in West Coast NP after we had small numbers along the shoreline in the 

False Bay area in the Western Cape. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

We recorded small numbers on scattered wetlands throughout the country, mainly in Zululand and 

the Western Cape. 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

We had first views at some Zululand wetlands near uMkuze, big numbers later at Velddrift. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing     Vanellus armatus 

A commonly encountered wetland edge inhabitant. 

Senegal Lapwing     Vanellus lugubris 

A single bird was seen in flight in the uMkuze area. 

Black-winged Lapwing    Vanellus melanopterus 

Seen very well and in good numbers near uMkuze and Richmond – the latter site producing great 

views of birds with very young chicks. 

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 

Recorded at scattered open-country sites throughout South Africa. 

African Wattled Lapwing    Vanellus senegallus 

A first bird was seen well on the first day on the Zaagkuilsdrift road, 2 were seen near uMkuze GR. 

Grey (Black-bellied) Plover    Pluvialis squatarola 

A single bird was seen at St Lucia, many were seen later at West Coast NP. 

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula 

Around 15 birds were seen at a small pan in the uMkuze area, more later in West Coast NP. 

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

As above, seen near uMkuze on open grassland and then later in the West Coast NP area. 

Three-banded Plover    Charadrius tricollaris 

Fairly widespread, and seen at a number of fresh water wetland sites throughout the country. 

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus 

Recorded at St. Lucia and in good numbers in West Coast NP. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
African Jacana     Actophilornis africanus 
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The famous “lily-trotter” was seen on a few occasions including huge numbers near uMkuze, 

following our first sighting at Zaagkuilsdrift. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 
African Snipe      Gallinago nigripennis 

Around 10 birds were seen over 2 days in the Wakkerstroom wetland area, where bird were 

showing incredibly well! 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

Best views were had in West Coast NP after we enjoyed a single bird along the St Lucia estuary. 

Marsh Sandpiper     Tringa stagnatilis 

We only recorded 2 single birds – one near uMkuze and another in West Coast NP. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

We encountered this species in St. Lucia area and in good numbers in west Coast NP. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

Seen at a few wetlands around the Wakkerstroom area. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

2 birds were seen at Muzi pans, outside the uMkuze GR. 

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

3 birds were seen in West Coast NP, before we enjoyed great numbers in the Port Nolloth area. 

Red Knot      Calidris canutus 

A single bird was seen well from the Seeberg hide in West Coast NP. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

Around 30 birds were seen on open mudflats at West Coast NP, we watched even more running 

along the shoreline in the Port Nolloth area. 

Little Stint      Calidris minuta 

Fairly frequently seen in the Zululand area and then in West Coast NP and at Port Nolloth. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

Seen at scattered wetlands, big numbers in West Coast NP. 

Ruff       Philomachus pugnax 

2 birds were seen in the Wakkerstroom area, 3 near St Lucia and a single bird later in West Coast 

NP – unfortunately we don’t get to see them in their bizarre breeding plumage. 

 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 
Double-banded Courser    Rhinoptilus africanus 

A very open area near our accommodation near Kimberley gave us views of 5 of these birds after 

we had a few others in the Brandvlei/Springbok areas. 

Collared Pratincole     Glareola pratincola 

A single bird was just glimpse outside Hluhluwe. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Sabine’s Gull      Xema sabini 

2 birds were seen briefly on the pelagic – very early in the season for this bird. 

Grey-hooded Gull     Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

Seen around Johannesburg in good numbers in the St Lucia area. 

Hartlaub’s Gull (RE)    Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

Common around the Cape Peninsula and further north along the coast. 

Kelp Gull (NE)     Larus dominicanus 

A large and very widespread species that was seen frequently in the Cape. 

Caspian Tern      Sterna caspia 

A single bird was seen over the Langebaan Lagoon, West Coast NP. 
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Greater Crested Tern    Sterna bergii 

3 were seen in St Lucia, others later in the Cape, where they were abundant in the False Bay area. 

Sandwich Tern     Sterna sandvicensis 

2 birds were seen during the pelagic, more a few days later in West Coast NP. 

Common Tern     Sterna hirundo 

Seen on three days in the Cape, with sightings during the pelagic and in the West Coast NP and 

Velddrift. 

Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias hybrida 

Seen around Wakkerstroom and Mkuze wetlands. 

 

Skuas  Stercorariidae 
Brown Skua      Stercorarius antarcticus 

We came across this species a few times during our pelagic trip. 

 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclididae 
Namaqua Sandgrouse (RNE)   Pterocles namaqua 

We came across this great species on a number of occasions during the last week of the tour with 

some of the best views in Augrabies Falls NP. 

Double-banded Sandgrouse    Pterocles bicinctus 

A pair of these bird was seen just south of the Orange River, where they are fairly uncommon – 

seen very well in the shade of a small bush. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Pigeon      Columba livia 

A common bird seen in the vicinity of human settlements throughout South Africa. 

Speckled (Rock) Pigeon    Columba guinea 

A very large and well-marked pigeon that was seen very well and very often during the tour. 

Lemon Dove      Columba larvata 

Impossible to beat the views we had of this species coming to a hide at Dlinza forest. 

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

Commonly recorded on the tour. 

Ring-necked Dove (Cape Turtle-Dove)  Streptopelia capicola 

Seen on a number of days on the tour, its “work harder” call was often a background noise in lightly 

wooded areas. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

Another commonly encountered dove, seen on many days, highest numbers in the west. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove   Turtur chalcospilos 

We had great views of this dainty species in good numbers in and near the uMkuze GR. 

Tambourine Dove     Turtur tympanistria 

Seen well, including a scoped sighting near False Bay and one in uMkuze GR. 

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

Peak numbers were seen in the Northern Cape, these tiny doves prefer dry habitat. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 
Livingstone’s Turaco    Tauraco livingstonii 

A beautiful bird, we had good views of 3 birds in the St Lucia area. 

Knysna Turaco (E)     Tauraco corythaix 

4 birds were seen in Magoebaskloof, we heard another later in the Maroutswa forest. 

Purple-crested Turaco    Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Seen on 3 days in the Zululand area, some included views of their brilliant crimson wings. 
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Grey Go-away-bird     Corythaixoides concolor 

Seen in good numbers around the dry woodland in the first 2 days of the tour and near uMkuze GR. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Burchell’s (White-browed) Coucal   Centropus superciliosus 

Unusually hard to find on this tour – frequently heard before we had a young bird in the Cedara 

grassland early one morning. 

Green Malkoha (Yellowbill)   Ceuthmochares australis 

We enjoyed very good views of a single bird in a forest patch in St Lucia. 

Diederik Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx caprius 

We enjoyed about 4 birds in the area near uMkuze GR.  

Klaas's Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx klaas 

A single bird was seen well but distantly just outside False Bay Park. 

African Emerald Cuckoo    Chrysococcyx cupreus 

Unfortunately this was heard only in the Dlinza forest. 

Red-chested Cuckoo     Cuculus solitarius 

Seen very well on 2 days, with incredible views around the Kumasinga hide in uMkuze GR. 

 

Barn Owls  Tytonidae 
[Western] Barn Owl     Tyto alba 

We enjoyed amazing views of this elegant owl during our night drive just outside Kimberley. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

We had amazing views of this beautiful owl including 2 tiny chicks in the Kirstenbosch Botanical 

Gardens, then we had very nice views of a few more birds in the Northern Cape. 

African Wood Owl     Strix woodfordii 

We were fortunate to get very close views of a well-hidden bird on a day roost in the St. Lucia area. 

 

Nightjars & Allies  Caprimulgidae 
Rufous-cheeked Nightjar    Caprimulgus rufigena 

Heard only near Kimberley in the early evening. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 

Seen in small numbers at scattered sites throughout South Africa, first birds flying around palms 

just north of Pretoria. 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

Recorded at widespread sites throughout the country, best views around the Augrabies Falls. 

African Black Swift     Apus barbatus 

Seen over the Abel Erasmus Pass and the KZN midlands as well as near De Hoop. 

Bradfield’s Swift (RNE)    Apus bradfieldi 

We had almost given up on this near-endemic, when we found a few birds that showed very well on 

the final morning over Kimberley. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

Regularly recorded throughout most of the tour, often in large flocks. 

White-rumped Swift     Apus caffer 

We recorded this breeding migrant at scattered sites throughout the tour. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
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Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

A commonly encountered bird in the eastern half of South Africa and the Western Cape. 

White-backed Mousebird (RNE)   Colius colius 

Replaces the previous species in the western parts of the tour, where it was recorded almost daily 

during the final 9 days. 

Red-faced Mousebird    Urocolius indicus 

Seen well in numerous areas in Acacia woodland, including Polokwane and uMkuze GRs. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon     Apaloderma narina 

We had fairly good views on 3 occasions: the first view being the best, in a Mtunzini forest. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Lilac-breasted Roller    Coracias caudatus 

This stunner was seen on our drive during the first day and again in the uMkuze area. 

Broad-billed Roller     Eurystomus glaucurus 

We had wonderful views of this special bird, when we had a pair perched on power cables outside 

False Bay Park. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris 

We had a great look at a pair near Magoebaskloof and a few more in the Zululand area. 

African Pygmy Kingfisher    Ispidina picta 

A single bird was seen and scoped at our lunch site near Hluhluwe, before we had another on the 

following day in the uMkuze GR. 

Malachite Kingfisher    Corythornis cristatus 

This stunning little bird was only seen distantly on the first day; Zaagkuilsdrift Road. 

Half-collared Kingfisher    Alcedo semitorquata 

This stunning little bird was seen well by one participant, before the rest had a few inflight views – 

in the near Himeville. 

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

2 birds were seen along a small river in the Himeville area – a huge species. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

Seen on almost half the days of the tour; common and widespread. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater    Merops hirundineus 

4 birds were seen over 2 days, near Onseepkans and again very well in Mokala NP near Kimberley. 

Little Bee-eater     Merops pusillus 

Seen very well in the uMkuze GR, and then over a small dune in the St Lucia area. 

White-fronted Bee-eater    Merops bullockoides 

Seen on 3 days: near Polokwane, Tzaneen and uMkuze GR. 

European Bee-eater     Merops apiaster 

A few birds were seen in the uMkuze GR before we commonly found them in the Northern Cape.  

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African (Eurasian) Hoopoe    Upupa africana 

This very unusual bird was recorded at many scattered sites throughout the tour.  
 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
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Green (Red-billed) Wood Hoopoe   Phoeniculus purpureus 

Seen on the first day north of Pretoria, with best views enjoyed just outside False Bay. 

Common Scimitarbill    Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

Seen very well just outside Hluhluwe during our lunch break and again in the Kimberley area. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Crowned Hornbill     Tockus alboterminatus 

4 birds were seen very well in the St. Lucia town forest. 

Southern Red-billed Hornbill (RNE)  Tockus rufirostris 

A total of around 8 birds were seen between Johannesburg and Polokwane on the first day. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (RNE)  Tockus leucomelas 

A number of birds were seen well in the Pongola GR, where we made a short side trip, 2 more were 

seen in Mokala GR. 

Trumpeter Hornbill     Bycanistes bucinator 

This bird was seen on a number of days between the uMkuze and Eshowe areas, with biggest 

numbers around the Dlinza forest.  

 

African Barbets  Ramphastidae 
White-eared Barbet     Stactolaema leucotis 

This bird was seen on 3 consecutive days in forests around Zululand including in St Lucia. 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus bilineatus 

A few birds were recorded in the St Lucia area, where we had particularly good views of this tiny 

bird. 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus pusillus 

A single bird was seen very well at close quarters, where it kept calling continuously in uMkuze 

GR. 

Acacia Pied Barbet (RNE)    Tricholaema leucomelas 

Seen on 4 days of the tour, with best views of a number of birds in the Augrabies Falls NP. 

Black-collared Barbet    Lybius torquatus 

Recorded on 3 days around the Hluhluwe, uMkuze and St Lucia area. 

Crested Barbet     Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This very colourful species was first seen along the Zaagkuilsdrift Road and in Wakkerstroom and 

Augrabies Falls NP. 

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Brown-backed Honeybird(Wahlberg’s Honeyguide)Prodotiscus regulus 

This scarce bird showed very well early morning in the Magoebaskloof area. 

Lesser Honeyguide     Indicator minor 

We had a few of these brood parasites, including good views in Polokwane GR. 

Scaly-throated Honeyguide    Indicator variegatus 

A single bird was seen fairly well in forest edge habitat in the St Lucia town. 

 

Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 
Red-throated Wryneck    Jynx ruficollis 

We had great views of one on the lower portion of the Sani Pass road, on the first afternoon we also 

had one bird sticking its head out of a pipe in the Polokwane area. 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker    Campethera abingoni 

Recorded on 7 days, with numerous sightings around Zululand forests and woodland. 

Ground Woodpecker (E)    Geocolaptes olivaceus 

This bird showed really well on numerous occasions during our day in the Sani Pass. 
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Cardinal Woodpecker    Dendropicos fuscescens 

The smallest woodpecker of the region, seen mainly in the uMkuze GR. 

Bearded Woodpecker    Dendropicos namaquus 

The biggest woodpecker of the region, seen well in uMkuze, from the Kumasinga hide. 

Olive Woodpecker     Dendropicos griseocephalus 

We saw this smart bird in Magoebaskloof and again in the De Hoop forest. 

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 
Pygmy Falcon     Polihierax semitorquatus 

This minute falcon was seen very well in the area west of Kimberly, where we had 2 birds on wires 

near Sociable Weaver colonies, in which they also occupy a nest. 

Rock (Eurasian/Common) Kestrel   Falco rupicolus 

Seen only once in the eastern portion, though common in western South Africa. 

Greater Kestrel     Falco rupicoloides 

This species was relatively common in areas around Springbok and Calvinia, most seen on the drive 

to Port Nolloth. 

Lanner Falcon     Falco biarmicus 

The first bird was seen while we were waiting for Taita Falcon, later we enjoyed better views near 

Howick and on the drive to Port Nolloth, where 3 birds gave close views. 

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

A single bird was seen and scoped at the waterfall in Howick. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Cape Parrot      Poicephalus robustus 

This endangered species was seen incredibly well in Magoebaskloof forest at its nest and then 

another 4 flying over Maroutswa forest. 

Rosy-faced Lovebird (RNE)    Agapornis roseicollis 

A very uncommon species in South Africa – seen very well at Onseepkans. Namibia is this species’ 

stronghold. 

 

Broadbills  Eurylaimidae 
African Broadbill     Smithornis capensis 

A pair of these scarce, unobtrusive and sought-after birds were seen and scoped very well in the 

sand forest in the False Bay area. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (RE)     Batis capensis 

We had numerous great views of these lovely forest birds around Magoebaskloof and later in the 

Maroutswa and De Hoop forests. 

Woodward’s Batis (RNE)    Batis fratrum 

3 birds seen very well in St. Lucia forest over 2 days – a very unobtrusive species! 

Chinspot Batis     Batis molitor 

Most sightings were in the Acacia woodland around the Polokwane and uMkuze areas. 

Pririt Batis (RNE)     Batis pririt 

After our initial sightings of unresponsive birds in the Augrabies campsite, we enjoyed very good 

views of 3 birds near Kimberley. 

 

Helmetshrikes  Prionopidae 
White-crested Helmetshrike   Prionops plumatus 

A very striking species, seen in a small flock of 3 birds during our drive to to uMkuze GR. 
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Bushshrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 
Grey-headed Bushshrike    Melaconotus blanchoti 

This bird was seen fairly well by most participants in uMkuze GR woodland. 

Black-fronted Bushshrike    Chlorophoneus nigrifrons 

After a fairly brief search, we came up with some wonderful views of a pair of these beautiful 

bushshrikes in Magoebaskloof forest. 

Olive Bushshrike (RNE)    Chlorophoneus olivaceus 

A single bird was also seen very well in Magoebaskloof, before it was heard in the Marutswa forest. 

Orange(Sulphur)-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

We had some good views of these birds on the first few days, most sightings around uMkuze GR. 

Four-coloured (Gorgeous) Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus quadricolor 

A frequently heard species in the Zululand area. Seen very well in St Lucia after rief looks in 

uMkuze and False bay areas. 

Bokmakierie (RNE)     Telophorus zeylonus 

First views in the Sani Pass area, with numerous other sightings later, mainly in the Cape region. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra australis 

3 birds were seen very well on the day we enjoyed in uMkuze GR. 

Southern Tchagra (E)    Tchagra tchagra 

A scarce and sought-after species that we saw very well in the De Hoop area along the Breede 

River, including a young bird getting fed. 

Black-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra senegalus 

A single bird was seen well in Polokwane GR. 

Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla 

Seen almost daily during the first half of the tour, including a displaying bird in St. Lucia. 

Southern Boubou (RE)    Laniarius ferrugineus 

A shy but vocal species, it was seen at many locations during the tour, mainly in the moister 

portions on the eastern segment of the tour. 

Crimson-breasted Shrike (RNE)   Laniarius atrococcineus 

Around 10 birds were seen in dry Acacia woodland during the first 2 days and again around 

Kimberley at the end of the tour – always a favourite on these trips!  

Brubru      Nilaus afer 

A bushveld inhabitant, it was seen in the Polokwane GR, uMkuze and the Augrabies Falls campsite. 
 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Grey Cuckooshrike     Coracina caesia 

A very elegant looking bird that was first seen in the dense forest at Magoebaskloof, and later at the 

Ongoye forest. 

Black Cuckooshrike     Campephaga flava 

Often a fairly scarce species – we had a few great views in uMkuze GR and again in False Bay. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Magpie (Long-tailed) Shrike   Urolestes melanoleucus 

We saw numerous small flocks in the Zaagkuilsdrift area and in Polokwane. 

Common Fiscal (Shrike)    Lanius collaris 

Seen on almost every day of the tour. 
 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
(African) Black-headed Oriole   Oriolus larvatus 

Seen well on a few occasions during the first half of the tour in woodland and forest habitats. 
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Drongos  Dicruridae 
Square-tailed Drongo    Dicrurus ludwigii 

Recorded in Magoebaskloof, before we enjoyed very good views around the Zululand area. 

Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

A widespread woodland and savanna species, seen at scattered sites throughout the country, mainly 

in the eastern portion. 
 

Monarch Flycatchers  Monarchidae 
Blue-mantled (African) Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 

After a single bird was seen in the Magoebaskloof forest, we had a few more sightings in the St. 

Lucia area, where they showed well. 

African Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone viridis 

Good numbers were seen well in the Zululand area and again at Betty’s Bay. 

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
Cape (Black) Crow     Corvus capensis 

First seen at Wakkerstroom, with sightings on most days thereafter. 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

A common and frequently encountered species during the tour – seen daily. 

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

After first views near the Taita Falcon site, we enjoyed numerous sightings of this species in the 

Drakensberg and the Western Cape. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Drakensberg Rockjumper (E)   Chaetops aurantius 

3 birds were seen very well, including birds clearly returning to feed chicks on the steep 

switchbacks during our day on the Sani Pass. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (RE)    Stenostira scita 

We had a single birds during our drive up Sani Pass, with further sightings later on 4 days in the 

Cape, including views near De Hoop and along the Paleisheuwel Road.  

 

Tits  Paridae 
Southern Black Tit     Parus niger 

This species was most commonly seen in the uMkuze area as well as in False Bay Park. 

Ashy Tit (RNE)     Parus cinerascens 

3 birds were seen very well in Polokwane GR. 

Grey Tit (RE)     Parus afer 

Single birds were seen first on the Sani trip, with further sightings along the Paleisheuwel Road and 

in the Springbok area. 

 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 
Grey Penduline Tit (RNE)    Anthoscopus caroli 

A total of 2 birds were seen, with a single in each of Polokwane and uMkuze GRs. 

Cape Penduline Tit (RNE)    Anthoscopus minutus 

We were really surprised by a single bird along the Zaagkuilsdrift road and later in West Coast NP, 

where we had great views of a flock of around 6 birds. 
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Nicators  Nicatoridae 
Eastern Nicator     Nicator gularis 

We managed very good and close views at Umkhumbi Lodge, with birds commonly heard in this 

area and in forest at St. Lucia village. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Rufous-naped Lark     Mirafra africana 

3 birds were seen and heard in the Polokwane GR, heard at a few other sites. 

Cape Clapper Lark (E)    Mirafra apiata 

3 distant birds were seen fairly well, while they were calling and displaying to the south of West 

Coast NP. 

Eastern Clapper Lark (RNE)   Mirafra fasciolata 

A single bird was seen in the Wakkerstroom grassland, before we had really good numbers around 

Kimberley and Mokala NP. 

Rudd's Lark (E)     Heteromirafra ruddi 

2 birds were seen well in short grasslands in the Wakkerstroom area; critically endangered. 

Fawn-coloured Lark     Mirafra africanoides 

A few of these richly-coloured birds were seen on very reddish sand in the Northern Cape. 

Sabota Lark (RNE)     Mirafra sabota 

Recorded at a few scattered woodland locations that included the Polokwane GR, the Brandvlei 

area and Mokala NP. 

Karoo Lark (E)     Certhilauda albescens 

At least 4 birds were finally found to the south of Springbok. 

Barlow’s Lark (RE)     Certhilauda barlowi 

A few birds were seen near Port Nolloth. 

Red (Ferruginous) Lark (E)    Certhilauda burra 

3 birds were seen very well to the south of Brandvlei, where we had some wonderful views of these 

smart range-restricted birds. 

Karoo Long-billed Lark (RE)   Certhilauda subcoronata 

Fairly common in the dry areas around Brandvlei. 

Eastern Long-billed Lark (E)   Certhilauda semitorquata 

We had a few birds in rocky grasslands in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Cape Long-billed Lark (E)    Certhilauda curvirostris 

A single bird was seen briefly in the Port Nolloth area, sporting an incredibly long bill. 

Agulhas Long-billed Lark (E)   Certhilauda brevirostris 

4 birds were seen very well near wheat fields in the De Hoop area. 

Short-clawed Lark (RE)    Certhilauda chuana 

We had views of around 6 birds after we heard them calling in Polokwane GR. 

Spike-heeled Lark (RNE)    Chersomanes albofasciata 

Another distinctive lark that was fairly common in the cape region after they were first seen in the 

Wakkerstroom grasslands. 

Red-capped Lark     Calandrella cinerea 

Seen on 7 days of the tour, including big numbers on a few days in the Cape and in Wakkerstroom. 

Pink-billed Lark (RNE)    Spizocorys conirostris 

At least 3 birds were seen very well in recently burnt Wakkerstroom grasslands and later in very dry 

Kimberley area. 

Botha’s Lark (E)     Spizocorys fringillaris 

Sometimes a tricky bird to see, we enjoyed close views of around 5 of this species, in short grass 

near Wakkerstroom. 

Sclater’s Lark (RE)     Spizocorys sclateri 
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We managed to find 8 of these scarce birds coming to waterholes in very dry habitat in the Northern 

Cape, south of Springbok. 

Stark’s Lark (RNE)     Spizocorys starki 

This bird was unfortunately only seen in flight, east of Springbok, in mixed flocks with Sparrow-

Larks. 

Large-billed Lark (E)    Galerida magnirostris 

Initially seen in Lesotho, we enjoyed numerous other encounters in various parts of the Cape. 

Black-eared Sparrow-Lark (RE)   Eremopterix verticalis 

After much searching around the Brandvlei region, we eventually hit the jackpot with this nomadic 

species to the south of Springbok, where a few of the birds in the large flock were seen well. 

Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark   Eremopterix leucotis 

4 birds were seen in flight on the final morning, to the east of Kimberley. 

Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark (RNE)  Eremopterix verticalis 

We admired some of these nomadic birds in large flocks to the south and east of Springbok. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
African Red-eyed Bulbul (RNE)   Pycnonotus nigricans 

This dry country bulbul was first seen in Springbok, with good numbers on the following 2 days. 

Cape Bulbul (E)     Pycnonotus capensis 

Seen daily in the Western Cape. 

Dark-capped Bulbul     Pycnonotus tricolor 

This abundant bird was one of the most common birds in the eastern portion of the tour. 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

Recorded at a few forest sites including St. Lucia and uMkuze. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul    Chlorocichla flaviventris 

We saw it on a number of occasions in moist woodland and forest in Zululand. 

Terrestrial Brownbul     Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Seen in similar area as the previous species – as the name suggests it often feeds at ground level. 

Yellow-streaked Greenbul    Phyllastrephus flavostriatus 

At least 8 birds were seen well and at close range in mixed flocks at Magoebaskloof. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

7 days of the tour produced sightings of this bird on forest edges in the eastern portion. 

Grey-rumped Swallow    Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

2 birdswere seen well near a wetland to the east of uMkuze GR. 

Brown-throated (Plain) Martin   Riparia paludicola 

A very small, water-associated species that showed at numerous sites at various points on the tour. 

Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)   Riparia riparia 

This is a scarce migrant in South Africa, which was seen well in a small flock over the big 

Wakkerstroom wetland. 

Banded Martin     Riparia cincta 

This very large swallow was seen well in the KZN midlands and again in open areas near Velddrift. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica 

Seen on many days of the tour, throughout the country. 

White-throated Swallow    Hirundo albigularis 

Seen frequently, with first views around the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

Wire-tailed Swallow     Hirundo smithii 

Seen well on 2 consecutive days in the uMkuze area. 

Blue Swallow      Hirundo atrocaerulea 



Trip Report – RBT South Africa Mega I 2014 

 

 

 

29 

4 of these now very endangered birds were seen well but distantly, feeding over grassland near the 

Richmond area. A beautiful and elegant bird with long tail streamers. 

Pearl-breasted Swallow    Hirundo dimidiata 

3 days produced sightings of this bird, in the De Hoop area, near Langebaan and close to Calvinia. 

Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Common particularly on the western section of the tour. 

Greater Striped Swallow (BE)   Cecropis cucullata 

This breeding endemic was seen well, mainly at higher altitudes and in the west – recorded on 16 

days! 

Lesser Striped Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

Most common on this tour in the Zululand area. 

Red-breasted Swallow    Cecropis semirufa 

This large bird was seen in the moist savannah area around the uMkuze area, on the first 2 days and 

near Mokala NP. 

South African Cliff Swallow (BE)   Petrochelidon spilodera 

Typically seen in good numbers around breeding sites, like near Wakkerstroom and Himeville. On 

the final day we saw many huge colonies breeding under highway bridges. 

 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird (RE)    Sphenoeacus afer 

This species was recorded on the Sani Pass, and in the Western Cape on the drive to De Hoop and 

at very close quarters near our Noordhoek accommodations. 

Long-billed (Cape) Crombec   Sylvietta rufescens 

There were a few birds that were seen during the tour, including in Polokwane GR, around uMkuze 

GR and Mokala NP. 

Victorin’s Warbler (E)    Cryptillas victorini 

A single bird was seen well at very close range along the Bainskloof Pass, where it came out of its 

typical very dense vegetation. 

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 
Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler  Phylloscopus ruficapilla 

A really smart little bird, which we saw in Magoebaskloof and again in the Maroutswa forest. 

Willow Warbler     Phylloscopus trochilus 

Early in the season for this species, which was seen in the Zaagkuilsdrift area and again near 

uMkuze GR in typical woodland habitat. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler    Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

Seen very well in the reedbeds in the Wakkerstroom area and later at Onseepkans. 

African Reed Warbler    Acrocephalus baeticatus 

Single birds were seen quite well in wetland areas at Wakkerstroom, near Himeville and Augrabies 

Falls NP. 

African Yellow Warbler    Chloropeta natalensis 

We enjoyed fantastic close views of 3 birds near Wakkerstroom and again later near the bottom of 

the Sani Pass. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 
Little Rush (African Bush) Warbler  Bradypterus baboecala 

At least 4 birds were seen well at close range in the reeds in the Cedara area. 

Barratt’s (African Scrub-)Warbler (RNE)  Bradypterus barratti 
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One seen briefly in Magoebaskloof, before we had good views of this normally very skulking 

species on the Sani Pass, where one came very close to us along the roadside. 

Fan-tailed Grassbird     Schoenicola brevirostris 

Another super skulker; we were lucky to find 2 birds in grassy thickets close to Pietermaritzburg. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chiniana 

A common thornveld inhabitant that was seen in the Polokwane GR and the uMkuze area. 

Grey-backed(Red-headed) Cisticola (RNE) Cisticola subruficapilla 

Seen on 8 days in fynbos habitats and sub-desert thickets. 

Wailing Cisticola     Cisticola lais 

Seen in the Richmond area and along the Sani Pass road. 

Rufous-winged(Winding) Cisticola   Cisticola galactotes 

One very cooperative bird was seen in wetland just outside the town of St. Lucia. 

Levaillant’s(Tinkling) Cisticola   Cisticola tinniens 

Seen on 5 days around wetland edges including in the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

Neddicky (Piping Cisticola)    Cisticola fulvicapilla 

A very small and plain cisticola, sightings on 8 days of the tour, first views along the Zaagkuilsdrift 

road. 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

2 birds seen in the Cedara area near Pietermaritzburg. 

Desert Cisticola     Cisticola aridulus 

After we had a first record in Polokwane GR, we had a few more around the Kimberley area. 

Cloud Cisticola     Cisticola textrix 

At least 6 birds were seen and others heard during our drive to De Hoop in the Western Cape. 

Wing-snapping Cisticola (RE)   Cisticola ayresii 

3 were seen in the Wakkerstroom grasslands. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia    Prinia subflava 

Recorded on 5 days in the east, including good sightings in the uMkuze area. 

Black-chested Prinia (RNE)    Prinia flavicans 

A fairly common species of dried woodland, seen at Polokwane GR, the Calvinia area and around 

Kimberley. 

Karoo Prinia (RE)     Prinia maculosa 

Commonly recorded in the Western and Northern Cape’s fynbos and dry thickets. 

Drakensberg Prinia (E)    Prinia hypoxantha 

A single bird was seen near Magoebaskloof and others near Wakkerstroom, while largest numbers 

were seen in the KZN midlands and around the Sani Pass area. 

Namaqua Warbler (Prinia) (RE)   Phragmacia substriata 

2 birds showed very well along a dry riverbed just outside Calvinia. 

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 

3 birds were seen near our Magoebaskloof hotel, others later in the De Hoop area. 

Rudd’s Apalis (RE)     Apalis ruddi 

We had good views of this species in the uMkuze and St. Lucia areas. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis    Apalis flavida 

We had a first bird near Magoebaskloof, while it was quite common in moist woodland and forest 

in the uMkuze/St Lucia area. 

Rufous-eared Warbler (RE)   Malcorus pectoralis 

3 birds were seen very well near Calvinia in the Northern Cape. 

Green-backed Camaroptera    Camaroptera brachyura 

This vocal but skulky forest species was seen on a few occasions in the uMkuze/St Lucia area. 

Grey-backed Camaroptera     Camaroptera brevicaudata 
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Unfortunately this tiny species was only heard on the first day along the Zaagkuilsdrift road. 

Barred Wren-Warbler (RNE)   Calamonastes fasciolatus 

A very sought-after small species that was seen well in Polokwane GR.  

Cinnamon-breasted Warbler (RE)   Euryptila subcinnamomea 

A very sought-after and tricky endemic that was seen incredibly well on a small rocky hill near the 

Northern Cape town of Springbok.  

Yellow-bellied Eremomela    Eremomela icteropygialis 

A pair was seen in the Brandvlei area, a single bird later showed well in Mokala NP. 

Karoo (Yellow-rumped) Eremomela (RE)  Eremomela gregalis 

This tricky species showed incredibly well near Springbok, where we had our last chance for it.  

Burnt-neck Eremomela    Eremomela usticollis 

We were surprised by 3 separate sightings of this species, including good views in the Acacia 

savanna, along the Zaagkuilsdrift road and near Polokwane. 

 

Babblers & Parrotbills  Timaliidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler    Turdoides jardineii 

This noisy species was seen in a few small flocks near Polokwane and on the Zaagkuilsdrift road as 

well as outside uMkuze GR. 

Southern Pied Babbler (RE)   Turdoides bicolor 

8 birds were seen in 2 flocks in the dry woodlands on the Zaagkuilsdrift road – a scarce species! 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylviidae 
Bush Blackcap (E)     Lioptilus nigricapillus 

3 birds were seen very well in the Maroutswa forest. 

Chestnut-vented Warbler (RNE)   Sylvia subcaerulea 

Our first views of this species were on the Zaagkuilsdrift Road and near Polokwane, with later 

views in the Kimberly area. 

Layard’s Warbler (RE)    Sylvia layardi 

A few birds were seen well on our Sani Pass trip, others later near Calvinia and near Port Nolloth. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (RE)    Zosterops pallidus 

Recorded at scattered locations throughout much of the tour, including many views of the 

distinctive capensis race in the Western Cape. 

Orange River White-eye (RE)   Zosterops capensis 

A recently split species that we saw very well, particularly around Springbok, in flowering trees in 

Onseepkans and Augrabies Falls NP. 

African Yellow White-eye    Zosterops capensis 

This species was common in forest in the Isimangaliso Wetland Park around St. Lucia. 

 

Sugarbirds & Allies  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)     Promerops cafer 

This lovely endemic was first seen in the gardens of our accommodation in De Hoop, followed by 

multiple sightings in the Western Cape. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

An exotic, it was seen on most days in the east. 

Common (European) Starling   Sturnus vulgaris 

This alien was seen in large numbers in the Western Cape and scattered locations elsewhere. 
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Wattled Starling     Creatophora cinerea 

Around the Zaagkuilsdrift road we saw our first birds, others showed up later around uMkuze and 

Augrabies areas. 

Black-bellied (Glossy-) Starling   Lamprotornis corruscus 

Found in coastal forest and moist woodland in Zululand including near the entrance to uMkuze GR. 

Cape (Glossy-) Starling (RNE)   Lamprotornis nitens 

Seen at most sites in the east, plus the woodland near Springbok and Kimberley. 

Burchell’s (Glossy-) Starling   Lamprotornis australis 

A good bird to get on our route, seen on the Zaagkuilsdrift road and in Pongola GR. 

(African) Pied Starling (E)    Spreo bicolor 

We saw this species at scattered highveld sites and in the Cape – recorded on 11 days. 

Violet-backed Starling    Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

A spectacular bird: with a single sighting near the edge of uMkuze GR. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

Quite widespread and seen at a number of scattered sites throughout South Africa. 

Pale-winged Starling (RNE)    Onychognathus nabouroup 

A dry country, western species, much more restricted than the previous species, seen on a few 

occasions in the Northern Cape, mainly around Augrabies Falls NP. 

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 
Red-billed Oxpecker     Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

A total of 5 birds were seen over 2 days in and near uMkuze Game Reserve. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Orange Ground Thrush    Zoothera gurneyi 

A single one of these very shy birds was seen very well while calling in Maroutswa forest. 

Spotted Ground Thrush    Zoothera guttata 

After a bit of searching we managed to get 2 separate sightings of feeding birds in the leaf litter of 

the Dlinza forest. 

Groundscraper Thrush    Psophosichla litsitsirupa 

After we had a single bird on the first day, we enjoyed great views of 2 near the entrance to 

Polokwane GR on the second morning. 

Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus libonyanus 

Polokwane GR had 2 birds for us, a further 3 were seen later near the town of Hluhluwe. 

Olive Thrush (RE)     Turdus olivaceus 

Best views of this bird were had in the KwaZulu-Natal midlands and around Kirstenbosch. 

Karoo Thrush (RE)     Turdus smithii 

The western version of the previous species, seen in our garden in Johannesburg and later in the 

Northern Cape. 

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
White-starred Robin     Pogonocichla stellata 

Around 6 birds were seen in the montane forest at Magoebaskloof. 

Cape Robin-Chat     Cossypha caffra 

Seen on a number of occasions at scattered sites throughout much of the tour. 

White-throated Robin-Chat (E)   Cossypha humeralis 

A single bird showed very well near the base of the Abel Erasmus Pass as we drove through the 

lowveld on day 3. 

White-browed Robin-Chat    Cossypha heuglini 

Seen first at the same site as the above species, with a second sighting in uMkuze GR. 
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Red-capped Robin-Chat    Cossypha natalensis 

Several of these stunning birds were seen near St Lucia and False Bay. 

Chorister Robin-Chat (E)    Cossypha dichroa 

2 skittish birds showed in the Magoebaskloof forest, before we had better views in Dlinza forest. 

Bearded Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 

8 birds were seen over 2 days in uMkuze GR and False Bay, often very unobtrusive. 

Brown Scrub Robin (RE)    Cercotrichas signata 

After some effort we managed to get good views of around 4 of these in forests at St. Lucia. 

White-browed(Red-backed) Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas leucophrys 

A bushveld inhabitant, we had first views at Zaagkuilsdrift, with other in Polokwane GR and in the 

uMkuze area. 

Kalahari Scrub Robin (RNE)   Cercotrichas paena 

A few birds were seen north of Pretoria, before we had huge numbers in the Kimberley area. 

Karoo Scrub Robin (E)    Cercotrichas coryphaeus 

This bird was common during the second half of the tour in the Cape region. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

Seen at scattered open country sites throughout the tour, common particularly during the first half.  

Buff-streaked (Bush)Chat (E)   Saxicola bifasciata 

A smart endemic, we saw it a few times in the Wakkerstroom area and on our Sani Pass trip. 

Capped Wheatear     Oenanthe pileata 

Seen first on our drive to De Hoop, with many other sightings in the Northern Cape. 

Mountain Wheatear (RNE)    Oenanthe monticola 

After first views were enjoyed around rocks in Wakkerstroom, we had other good views around 

Springbok and Augrabies Falls NP. 

Familiar Chat     Cercomela familiaris 

This bird was quite common and widespread during the latter half of the tour after our first birds 

were seen during the drive between Richmond and Himeville. 

Sickle-winged Chat (RE)    Cercomela sinuata 

Many birds were seen well in Lesotho and then some were seen in the Northern Cape. 

Karoo Chat (RNE)     Cercomela schlegelii 

Seen well near Calvinia and other parts of the north-western Cape. 

Tractrac Chat (RNE)    Cercomela tractrac 

Another dry-country chat, it was seen around the Brandvlei and Springbok regions. 

[Southern] Ant-eating Chat (RNE)   Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Recorded around Wakkerstroom and then commonly in the Northern Cape, always on sandy soils. 

Cape Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola rupestris 

Seen on 3 days, with highest numbers in the Sani Pass area, where we had about 8 birds. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola explorator 

3 birds were seen near Wakkerstroom, before we had a number of very good views in Lesotho. 

Short-toed Rock Thrush (RNE)   Monticola explorator 

A single bird was seen well on the drive to Kimberley, a female in Mokala National Park. 

Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelaina 

The uMkuze area provided views of this fairly small species on 2 days. 

Chat Flycatcher (RNE)    Bradornis infuscatus 

Seen on 5 consecutive days in the north-western Cape region where they prefer generally dry and 

very open country. 

Marico Flycatcher (RNE)    Bradornis mariquensis 

Quite common in the Polokwane area during our stay, also recorded along the Zaagkuilsdrift road 

and again in Mokala NP.  

Fiscal Flycatcher (RE)    Sigelus silens 

First seen well around Polokwane, with numerous further sightings in the De Hoop area. 
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Ashy Flycatcher     Muscicapa caerulescens 

Recorded in uMkuze GR and again near St Lucia and Eshowe. 

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

Seen well on a handful of occasions, including in Magoebaskloof and the Maroutswa forest. 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher     Myioparus plumbeus 

We saw this uncommon species in the uMkuze GR, later a sighting in Augrabies Falls NP was quite 

surprising. 

 

Sunbirds & Spiderhunters  Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna collaris 

Seen almost daily in KwaZulu-Natal’s forests. 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)   Anthobaphes violacea 

This beauty was seen on a number of occasions during 3 days around the South-western Cape. 

(Eastern) Olive Sunbird    Cyanomitra olivacea 

Although quite vocal, this species is quite shy. We did however manage to see it well a few times in 

the St Lucia and Eshowe forests. 

Grey (Mouse-colored) Sunbird   Cyanomitra veroxii 

Seen very well in uMkuze GR and in False Bay Park. 

Amethyst Sunbird     Chalcomitra amethystina 

6 birds were seen around our accommodations in the Magoebaskloof area. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird    Chalcomitra senegalensis 

Seen on 6 days during the start of the tour, with most sightings in Zululand around uMkuze. 

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

Another iridescent beauty, most sightings were enjoyed on flowering plants on the Sani Pass and 

later in the Western and Northern Cape. 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybeus 

A small sunbird that is very common in the Western Cape, most males were in eclipse plumage. 

Neergaard’s Sunbird (RE)    Cinnyris neergaardi 

Pleasantly easy to find on this tour, where we had views in the uMkuze and False Bay. 

Greater Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris afer 

A few great males were seen in Magoebaskloof before we had in the KZN midlands. 

Marico Sunbird     Cinnyris mariquensis 

A total of around 12 birds were seen over the first 2 days, in the northern woodlands. 

Purple-banded Sunbird    Cinnyris bifasciatus 

Good numbers of this coastal species were seen over 2 days in uMkuze GR and False Bay. 

White-bellied Sunbird    Cinnyris talatala 

Recorded in the Polokwane and uMkuze areas, often feeding on flowers. 

Dusky Sunbird (RNE)    Cinnyris fuscus 

A dry country inhabitant of the western areas of South Africa, we recorded first near Brandvlei and 

later in big numbers around Springbok and Augrabies Falls NP areas. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver   Plocepasser mahali 

Seen in the Polokwane and Kimberley areas.  

Sociable (Social) Weaver (RE)   Philetairus socius 

Seen on 3 days of the tour in the Northern Cape near their enormous communal grass nests, best 

views of many colonies between Upington and Kimberley. 

House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

A widespread species, seen in association with human habitation, across the country. 

Great (Rufous) Sparrow (RNE)   Passer motitensis 

A scarce species that we ambushed, waiting for it to come to drink at a waterhole in Polokwane GR. 
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Cape Sparrow (RNE)    Passer melanurus 

Very common, and seen at widespread sites throughout the South Africa, not at lower elevations in 

the east. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow (RNE)  Passer diffusus 

This species was seen on a few occasions at different woodland sites on the tour, including good 

numbers in Polokwane GR. 

Yellow-throated Petronia     Gymnoris superciliaris 

Recorded only in the uMkuze GR. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Scaly-feathered Weaver (RNE)   Sporopipes squamifrons 

We had good views of this species first near the Zaagkuilsdrift road and later Augrabies and 

Kimberley areas. 

Thick-billed (Grosbeak) Weaver   Amblyospiza albifrons 

The very different male and female birds were recorded in the uMkuze and very well later on the 

edge of St. Lucia forests. 

Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis 

This was surprisingly hard to find, with only 1 being seen in uMkuze GR. 

Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

Seen on 10 days, including in very good numbers near Wakkerstroom, the Sani Pass, the KZN 

midlands and the De Hoop area as well as around reedbeds in the Northern Cape. 

Yellow (African Golden) Weaver   Ploceus subaureus 

Seen in the St. Lucia and uMkuze areas, where they breed in large colonies in the reedbeds. 

Southern Brown-throated Weaver   Ploceus xanthopterus 

3 birds were seen very well in the reeds in the St Lucia area; often a very tough species to find. 

Lesser Masked Weaver    Ploceus intermedius 

A slightly smaller weaver that was seen a number of times during the first week of the tour, 

including to the north of Pretoria – sports a distinctive pale eye. 

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

This bird was seen daily during the first and last thirds of the tour. 

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

We saw these birds in fairly good numbers around the uMkuze area, including a colony at the Muzi 

Pans. 

Dark-backed (Forest) Weaver   Ploceus bicolor 

A forest species that was seen well in the forests at uMkuze and St. Lucia. 

Red-headed Weaver     Anaplectes melanotis 

Around 8 birds were seen very well near their nests on the wires on the lowveld as we drove 

through this area – a beautiful species.  

Red-billed Quelea     Quelea quelea 

An irruptive species that was seen in good numbers on the first 2 days of the tour. 

Southern Red Bishop    Euplectes orix 

Recorded at various wetland-associated sites during the tour, mostly in the Cape. 

Yellow Bishop     Euplectes capensis 

Common in fynbos habitat with a few other sightings around the midlands and Sani Pass areas. 

Fan-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes axillaris 

Seen on 6 days during the tour, with probably best views in tall grass and reeds in the Cedara area. 

Red-collared Widowbird    Euplectes ardens 

A single bird was seen during our drive south to Wakkerstroom. 

Long-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes progne 

A spectacular bird in breeding plumage – we had sightings of huge numbers around Wakkerstroom, 

with more views in the KZN midlands grasslands. 
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Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Green-winged Pytilia    Pytilia melba 

We had great views of males and females drinking in the Pongola GR. 

Red-headed Finch (RNE)    Amadina erythrocephala 

6 birds were seen in the hotel garden on the first morning of the tour, 1 later in the Northern Cape. 

Cut-throat Finch      Amadina fasciata 

2 birds were seen well, when we stopped for a lunch stop to the north of Pretoria on the first day. 

Green(-backed) Twinspot    Mandingoa nitidula 

A single bird was seen very briefly in the Magoebaskloof forest, before we had incredible views of 

a bird at the small bird hide in the Dlinza forest. 

Pink-throated Twinspot (RE)   Hypargos margaritatus 

This was voted the second most favourite bird of the tour after the absolutely amazing views we had 

in uMkuze GR, where they let us approach to just a few meters; usually they will fly away if you 

approach, but we could enjoy amazing views and get great photos! 

Red-billed Firefinch     Lagonosticta senegala 

10 birds were seen well on the first day on the Zaagkuilsdrift Road. 

African Firefinch     Lagonosticta rubricata 

About 3 birds were seen well but briefly in very dense vegetation in the Polokwane area. 

Jameson’s Firefinch     Lagonosticta rhodopareia 

A single bird was just seen very briefly along the Zaagkuilsdrift road. 

Blue Waxbill (Blue-breasted Cordonbleu)  Uraeginthus angolensis 

Commonly encountered in thornveld around Polokwane and uMkuze GR. 

Violet-eared Waxbill (RNE)    Uraeginthus granatinus 

Around 10 of these stunning birds were seen well in Polokwane GR. 

Swee Waxbill (E)     Estrilda melanotis 

After first good views in Magoebaskloof on the second afternoon, the following morning gave us 

great views near our hotel. 

Grey (Black-tailed) Waxbill    Estrilda perreini 

A tough bird to find – seen well in uMkuze GR and again in St. Lucia. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

Fairly commonly encountered, generally seen in small flocks near wetland areas. 

Black-faced(cheeked) Waxbill   Estrilda erythronotos 

A beautiful dry-country bird, seen in thornveld near the entrance to Polokwane GR. 

Orange-breasted (Zebra) Waxbill   Amandava subflava 

We were surprised by a flock of around 8 birds north of Pretoria; unfortunately only seen distantly 

and then flying overhead. 

African Quailfinch     Ortygospiza fuscocrissa 

Around 7 birds were seen very well in wet grassland in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Bronze Mannikin     Lonchura cucullata 

We had a flock of around 15 birds near the entrance of Polokwane GR and later around St. Lucia. 

 

Indigobirds  Viduidae 
Village Indigobird     Vidua chalybeata 

A single non-breeding bird was seen in the Pongola area, during a short side-trip. 

Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

Seen on almost half of the days of the trip. 

Long-tailed (Eastern) Paradise Whydah  Vidua paradisaea 

5 birds were seen in the Pongola GR, during a short side trip there. 2 birds were just showing a little 

breeding plumage. 
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Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

Seen regularly at scattered localities throughout the country. 

Mountain Wagtail     Motacilla clara 

3 birds were seen well as we headed out of the Magoebaskloof area. 

African Pied Wagtail    Motacilla aguimp 

Seen well in the Zululand area and again near the Augrabies Falls. 

Cape (Orange-throated) Longclaw (RE)  Macronyx capensis 

Seen on 6 days, with very large numbers on the day in the Wakkerstroom grasslands. 

African (Grassveld) Pipit    Anthus cinnamomeus 

Seen in pretty good numbers at a number of grassland sites throughout the country. 

Mountain Pipit (BE)     Anthus hoeschi 

2 birds were seen well in karroid vegetation in Lesotho – a breeding endemic to the region. 

Long-billed Pipit      Anthus similis 

2 birds were seen well on the Sani Pass. 

Buffy Pipit      Anthus vaalensis 

3 birds were seen well on the last full day in the Mokala NP, including birds feeding chicks. 

Plain-backed Pipit     Anthus leucophrys 

2 birds showed well in rocky grasslands in the Richmond area. 

African Rock (Yellow-tufted) Pipit   Anthus crenatus 

After hearing a number of these birds in Wakkerstroom, we finally managed to see 2 birds fairly 

close to the road. 

Yellow-breasted Pipit (E)    Anthus chloris 

A sought-after endemic that showed unusually well in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Finches & Allies  Fringillidae 
Common Chaffinch     Fringilla coelebs 

A single bird was seen briefly at our Noordhoek accommodations, more were heard. 

Forest Canary (E)     Crithagra scotops 

At least 8 birds were seen well around the Maroutswa forest. 

Black-throated Canary    Crithagra atrogularis 

A few birds were seen well on the first day before many were seen well in the Mokala NP. 

Lemon-breasted Canary (RNE)   Crithagra citrinipecta 

We had 2 birds that showed very well near uMkuze. 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica 

Frequently encountered during the first half of the tour in different types of woodland habitats. 

Cape Siskin (E)     Crithagra totta 

A distant bird was seen near Noordhoek, before we enjoyed great views along the Paleisheuwel 

road, although the birds did not stay around for very long. 

Drakensberg Siskin (E)    Crithagra symonsi 

10 birds were seen on the upper section of the Sani Pass and in Lesotho. 

Yellow Canary (RNE)    Crithagra flaviventris 

Brandvlei was the area we had most sightings of this species, while we had first views in Lesotho 

and numerous other views in western South Africa. 

Brimstone Canary      Crithagra sulphurata 

2 birds were seen well feeding on very short grass near uMkuze, where it was seen very well, a 

second sighting was in the De Hoop area. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater (RNE)   Crithagra gularis 

Best views were had in the De Hoop area after we had views around Polokwane and Sani Pass. 
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White-throated Canary (RNE)   Crithagra albogularis 

Commonly encountered during the second half of the tour, biggest numbers waterholes around the 

Brandvlei area. 

Protea Canary (E)     Crithagra leucoptera 

Around 6 birds were seen very well at Paleisheuwel, including some perched just meters away. 

Cape Canary (RE)     Serinus canicollis 

First seen in the Wakkerstroom area; a number of other sightings were enjoyed in the midlands as 

well as the Western Cape area. 

Black-headed Canary (RE)    Crithagra alario 

We had great views of a few birds in the Springbok area. 

(Damara Canary) (RE)    Crithagra leucolaema 

This is sometimes split from the above species – we all had good views of females and some 

participants enjoyed seeing a few males. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Lark-like Bunting (RNE)    Emberiza impetuani 

Very commonly encountered between Calvinia and Augrabies – often in large numbers. 

Cape Bunting (RNE)     Emberiza capensis 

First seen near Wakkerstroom and then well during our Sani Pass day trip, it was later common 

throughout much of the Cape region. 

Golden-breasted Bunting    Emberiza flaviventris 

A few birds were seen in Polokwane GR and then in the uMkuze woodland. 

 

 

Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded 
 

Cheek-Pouch Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Chacma Baboon     Papio ursinus 

This noisy, communal species was seen in Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal and in the Western Cape 

as well as around Augrabies Falls NP. 

Vervet Monkey     Cercopithecus aethiops 

Seen on 8 days of the tour, including daily in good numbers in the Zululand area. 

Samango (Blue) Monkey    Cercopithecus mitis 

A fairly scarce animal in South Africa’s forests, seen well in Magoebaskloof and near Eshowe. 

 

Bushbabies  Galagonidae 
Greater Galago (Thick-tailed Bushbaby)  Otolemur crassicaudatus 

Heard only from our accommodation near uMkuze. 

 

Hedgehogs  Erinaceidae 
South African Hedgehog    Atelerix frontalis 

On our amazing night drive in Kimberley we had great looks at a single one of these small and 

scarce mammals! 

 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 

Scrub Hare      Lepus saxatilis 

A common and widespread species, seen singly near Springbok and Kimberley. 

Cape Hare      Lepus capensis 

An inhabitant of drier, more open habitats than the previous species, common near Kimberley. 

Smith’s Red Rock Hare    Pronolagus rupestris 
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A species that gets easily overlooked due to its habits, with us finding very relaxed animals near our 

Springbok accommodations and at the end of our Kimberley night drive. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
South African Ground Squirrel   Geosciurus inauris 

Seen at a handful of sites towards the end of the tour in the west. 

Red Forest Squirrel     Paraxerus palliatus 

Recorded in forest in the St Lucia area. 

Grey Squirrel      Sciurus carolinensis 

An introduced species that was seen in the Western Cape. 

 

Springhares  Pedetidae 
Springhare      Pedetes capensis 

Many of these kangaroo-like mammals were seen on a night drive near Kimberley – another bizarre 

and wonderful mammal to catch up with. 

 

Porcupines Hystricidae 
South African Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis 

This unusual creature was seen during our night drive near Kimberley. 

 

Rat-like Rodents  Muridea 
Large-eared Mouse     Malacothrix typica 

A small distinctive rodent showed well during the Kimberley night drive, where we had 2 sightings. 

Brant's Whistling Rat    Parotomys brantsii 

3 were seen well in the Port Nolloth area. 

Striped Mouse     Rhabdomys pumilio 

Seen at various sites in the Cape, with first views near De Hoop and in Kirstenbosch. 

Sloggett’s Ice Rat     Otomys sloggetti 

This endearing rodent was seen at the top of the Sani Pass; around 4 individuals were seen. 

 

Dogs & Allies  Canidae 
Cape Fox      Vulpes chama 

Great views of a single animal near De Hoop Nature Reserve, where it was bombed by some crows. 

Bat-eared Fox     Otocyon megalotis  

2 of these endearing animals were seen well on our drive between Calvinia and Springbok; 2 more 

were seen on our night drive in the Kimberley area. 

 

Mustelids  Mustelidae 
Cape Clawless Otter     Aonyx capensis 

Great views of 3 animals near the base of the Sani Pass, where they were interacting in a small dam. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestridae 
Slender Mongoose     Galerella sanguinea 

Seen twice on the tour: on the Zaagkuilsdrift Road and near Kimberley. 

Small Grey Mongoose    Herpestes pulverulenta 

We had good views of this species on the first afternoon in the Cape, a few others later. 

Banded Mongoose     Mungos mungo 

We had great views of these large colonial mongooses in St. Lucia. 

Yellow Mongoose     Cynictis penicillata 

Common around Wakkerstroom and seen in small numbers later in the Cape.  
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Suricate (Meerkat)     Suricata suricatta 

Around 30 of these now famous animals were seen during a few sightings in the Wakkerstroom 

area, another family group was seen in the Springbok area.  

 

Aardwolves  Protelinae 
Aardwolf      Proteles cristata 

We were very fortunate to see 3 of these animals on a night drive near Kimberley. 

 

Cats  Felidae 
African Wild Cat     Felis sylvestris 

We first had a single small cat cross the road in the Bushmanland area, before we had great views of 

2 animals in the Kimberley area during our night drive. 

Black-footed Cat     Felis nigripes 

A single one of these, one of the regions most wanted mammals was seen as it ran away distantly 

during our night drive near Kimberley. 

 

Aardvark  Orycteropodidae 
Aardvark      Orycterpus afer 

Another of the most-wanted mammals around. Kimberley must be one of the best places to find this 

species and we eventually got one as we headed home at the end of the night drive and had it come 

really close to just meters away from our vehicle!.  

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax (Dassie)     Procavia capensis 

Abundant around the Northern Cape and especially the Augrabies Falls area after first views on the 

Sani Pass. 

 

Zebras  Equidae 
Common (Burchell's/Plains) Zebra   Equus quagga burchelli 

Seen at a few sites, with good views of this species in uMkuze and Polokwane GRs. 

Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra   Equus zebra hartmanni 

We were surprised to get great views of 4 of these large animals during a drive in Augrabies Falls 

NP. 

 

Rhinoceroses  Rhinocerotidae 
White Rhinoceros     Ceratotherium simum 

This huge beast was seen twice: first at very close range at the hide in uMkuze and later in open 

areas in Mokala NP. 

 

Hippopotamuses  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus     Hippopotamus amphibius 

Good numbers were seen in Nsumo Pan at uMkuze GR and at St. Lucia. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog     Phacochoerus africanus 

Our best views of these little guys were had in the uMkuze area and around Kimberley. 

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 
Giraffe      Giraffa camelopardalis 
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We saw a number of these great creatures at a few sites, including Polokwane and uMkuze GRs and 

Augrabies Falls and Mokala NPs. 

 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
African Buffalo      Syncerus caffer 

A fair-sized herd of this species was seen in Mokala NP. 

Eland       Taurotragus oryx 

This huge antelope was seen on 5 days, with a great and surprising sighting being of around 16 

animals on the road as we drove to our lodge near De Hoop. 

Sable       Martes Sibellina 

A stunning antelope that was seen well in Polokwane GR and later in good numbers in Mokala NP. 

Roan Antelope     Hippotragus equinus 

Always a popular find, this regal antelope was seen in Mokala NP. 

Greater Kudu     Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

A few were seen over the first few days, in uMkuze GR and later in good numbers in Mokala NP. 

Nyala       Tragelaphus angasii 

This beautiful antelope was seen in the uMkuze/Hluhluwe area, where it was common.  

Bushbuck      Tragelaphus scriptus 

Small numbers were seen in a few different areas in thickets, like around St Lucia’s forest. 

Common Waterbuck    Kobus ellipsiprymnus ellipsiprymnus 

2 animals were seen in Polokwane GR and again later near St Lucia. 

Mountain Reedbuck     Redunca fulvorufula 

Seen fairly well, if somewhat distantly in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Southern (Common) Reedbuck   Redunca arundinum  

We saw this antelope near Himeville, the KZN midlands and in Mokala NP. 

Grey Rhebok      Pelea capreolus 

Seen on the Sani Pass and then a few days later in the De Hoop area. 

Springbok      Antidorcas marsupialis 

The national mammal of the country, seen well in the Northern Cape: Augrabies and near 

Kimberley. 

Black Wildebeest (White-tailed Gnu)  Connochaetes gnou 

We had great views of this species in Wakkerstroom and later in the Kimberley area. 

Blue Wildebeest (Brindled Gnu)   Connochaetes taurinus 

Biggest numbers in Mokala NP after first views in Polokwane and uMkuze GRs. 

Red Hartebeest     Alcelaphus buselaphus 

Around 50 of these smart animals were seen in Mokala NP, a dry woodland specialist. 

Gemsbok (Southern Oryx)    Oryx gazella 

Another dry-zone species that we first saw south of Springbok; great views in Mokala NP. 

Bontebok      Damaliscus dorcas dorcas 

This well-marked species/race was seen in De Hoop NR. 
NOTE: The Bontebok is restricted to Western Cape, while the Blesbok sub-species is found in Highveld grassland 

areas. 

Blesbok      Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi 

Recorded in the Wakkerstroom area and then near Kimberley. 

Tsessebe      Damaliscus lunatus 

This, Africa's swiftest long-distance antelope, was seen in Mokala NP. 

Impala      Aepyceros melampus 

A common antelope seen on 6 days, with views around Polokwane, in uMkuze GR and Mokala NP. 

Suni       Neotragus moschatus 

This is a very scarce species that was seen very well in the Sand Forest in uMkuze GR. 

Klipspringer      Oreotragus oreotragus 
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A very distinctive animal that was seen in its very typical rocky habitat on 4 days, including great 

views around some rocky outcrops south of Springbok and in Augrabies Falls NP. 

Steenbok      Raphicerus campestris 

A common small antelope, mainly during the second half of the tour, prefers open areas. 

Oribi       Ourebia ourebia 

A now very scarce species that was seen well on recently burnt grassland in the Karkloof area. 

Blue Duiker      Cephalophus monticola 

A single animal was seen well, when we had around 8 animals, some at unbelievably close range in 

the Dlinza Forest. 

Red Duiker      Cephalophus natalensis 

This richly-coloured mammal was seen very well in the uMkuze/Hluhluwe area and in St Lucia. 

Bush (Common/Grey) Duiker   Sylvicapra grimmia 

Seen well on a few occasions, including animals in uMkuze GR and near De Hoop. 

 

Fur Seals  Otariidae 
Cape Fur Seal     Arctocephalus pusillus 

Seen in very good numbers during the pelagic excursion, with a few later at Port Nolloth. 

 

Pleated Whales  Balaenopteridae 
Hump-backed Whale    Megaptera novaeangliae 

2 were seen well during our pelagic trip near Cape Point. 

Bryde’s Whale     Balaenoptera edeni 

A single distant animal was seen by some participants during the Pelagic tour. 

 

Dolphins  Delphinidae 
Common Dolphin     Delphinus delphis 

At least 3 of these well-marked animals were seen off Cape Point during our pelagic trip. 

 

 

Annotated List of Reptiles 
 

Leopard Tortoise     Geochelone pardalis 

Seen twice on the tour, in uMkuze GR and then we had 4 in Mokala NP. 

Kalahari Tent Tortoise    Psammobates tentorius 

A stunning little tortoise, seen well in the middle of nowhere to the south of Springbok. 

Bell’s Hinged Tortoise    Kinixys belliana 

Usually a very scarce species that was out in good numbers after rain in uMkuze GR, where we had 3. 

Angulate Tortoise     Chersina angulata 

This species was recorded in huge numbers in West Coast NP. 

Serrated Hinged Terrapin    Pelusios sinuatus 

Seen well in uMkuze GR, where they are common around the Kumasinga hide. 

Drakensberg Crag Lizard    Pseudocordylus melanotus 

At least 3 were seen very well in the Lesotho area. 

Rock (White-throated) Monitor   Varanus exanthematicus 

A single animal was seen well near our accommodations in the Kimberley area by some 

participants. 

Southern Rock Agama    Agama atra 

Mostly seen on 2 days in the Western Cape after first views in the Sani Pass. 

Ground Agama     Agama aculeata 

Seen well in Kimberley’s sandy woodland in Mokala NP. 
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Karoo Girdled Lizard (E)    Cordylus polyzonus 

Many were seen on large rocky surfaces around West Coast NP in the Western Cape. 

Broadley’s Flat Lizard (E)    Platysaurus broadleyi 

A stunningly colourful lizard, we obtained excellent views of them along the Orange River in 

Augrabies Falls NP. 

Moreau’s Tropical House Gecko    Hemidactylus mabouia 

Seen on walls in the St. Lucia area. 

Cape Dwarf Gecko      Lygodactylus capensis 

A single animal was seen well in the garden in St. Lucia. 

Boomslang       Dispholidus typus 

The only snake of the tour was seen well in West Coast NP, where it crossed the road. 

 

 
Rockjumper Birding Tours 

Worldwide Birding Adventures 

PO Box 13972, Cascades, 3202, South Africa 
Registration number 2001/059480/23 

Tel:  +27 33 394 0225 

Fax: +27 88 033 394 0225 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

