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This was Rockjumper’s second birding tour to Spain and the 20th such tour for me and my Spanish 

co-leader, Alberto Bueno. We both love the area and after such a long time of working together and 

our experience of birding in Spain, we are convinced that this is the best, most comprehensive 

birding itinerary in existence for this vey rich region of Western Europe! This year proved to be 

another great tour with all the special target species recorded, a total of 221 species seen and a new 

species (Lesser Spotted Woodepcker) seen for the first time ever, bringing the total list of species 

encountered on this tour over the years to a very impressive 267. The weather was consistently dry, 

warm and sunny – even up in the high Pyrenees. Breeding birds were in full swing and there were still 

good numbers of northerly spring migrants passing through along the coast. It was a delightful tour in 
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many ways, over and above the birding successes. We had a pleasant and compatible group of people 

on board with all sorts of interest levels, which all seemed to fit in well together. It is always fun 

working with Alberto as his personal knowledge of the birds, and secret places he takes us to, makes 

the tour very special for everyone.  

 

The tour started in Madrid and the first day was a leisurely journey to the Monfrague National Park 

area, finding many of the special birds before we even arrived at our pleasant hotel for the next 

three nights. The Monfrague region with its wild scrubby hillsides and dramatic cliffs, plus the huge 

areas of steppes and plains – a mix of natural, glorious vast fields of purple, yellow, red and white 

flowers in flower-rich pastures and agricultural land – produced an initial big rush of very special 

birds. Species seen very well here and which we’d not encounter again further north included the 

only truly Iberian endemics – Iberian Magpie (recently split from Azure-winged) and the 

impressive Spanish Eagle. These, along with other special birds of this area – Cinereous Vulture, 

Black-shouldered Kite, Black Stork, Great and Little Bustards, European Roller, Red-rumped 

Swallow and Spanish Sparrow, all gave 

excellent views. The first wonderful 

close-up looks at breeding Eurasian 

Griffons were had here too – this is one 

of the symbols of Iberia where the 

species has its world stronghold. We 

also had time to stop and wander 

through the wonderful historic walled 

and fortified hilltop town of Trujillo – 

a Spanish architectural classic where 

Pizzaro and Orellana were born and set 

out to explore S. America. While 

enjoying this historical diversion we 

were able to watch close-up, rooftop 

nesting Lesser Kestrels, White Storks 

and even 1 or 2 Pallid Swifts. 

 

From here we had our longest drive towards Valencia. The stop-over produced our only views of 

European Scops Owl, seen after dark right on the doorstep of our lovely accommodation in a first-

class vineyard. We made this addition and diversion to the itinerary a few years back to include 

chances of several very rare and localised species. Some species such as Marbled Teal and Red-

knobbed Coot have been re-introduced here, but are not doing well and seem to be on their way out 

again. However we did manage some fine views of the very localised White-headed Ducks and 

close-up nesting Mediterranean Gulls, with our usual staked-out Moustached Warblers to finish a 

busy day. Our network of contacts here was invaluable, gaining us access to restricted areas of the 

extensive wetland reserves around Valencia’s Albufera. 

 

The World-class Ebro Delta is a far more productive, accessible and easily-watched wetland than 

the more famous Coto Donana in the far south of Spain. We coincided this year with a very good 

migration of birds making landfall from their northerly journey from Africa. The coastal bushes 

were alive with warblers, flycatchers and chats. The Ebro wetlands produced their usual wide range 

of waterbirds, ranging from grebes, bright Red-crested Pochards, secretive Water Rails, a whole 

array of herons and egrets, passage and breeding shorebirds (many in full breeding plumage), 

flamboyant Greater Flamingos, down to the many special warblers including Savi’s, Eurasian Reed 

and Great Reed. This is also an important site for wonderfully close looks at two very smart, 

White-headed Duck by Ignacio Yufera 
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distinctive and elegant gulls – Slender-billed and Audouin’s – both locally very common but both 

globally restricted. Hand-feeding the Audouin’s Gulls in the harbour was just too easy and offered 

the ultimate close photo opportunities! 

 

Another complete change of scenery after the Ebro entailed venturing for a few days into the 

interior dry, stony steppes around Belchite and Zaragoza. Here the focus was on larks and 

sandgrouse. We quickly got to grips with the slightly bewildering array of 6 lark species subtly 

dividing up this seemingly sparse, herb-rich limestone steppe. Dupont’s Lark is always a tricky bird 

to find, but our itinerary allows plenty of time to keep going back and trying again in new areas if 

the first attempts don’t succeed. This year we got lucky with our first early morning session, after a 

nail-biting hour or so with barely a call heard. We gained very good perched views of this skulking 

species, confined only to Iberia and small areas of adjacent N. Africa – always a relief for the tour 

leaders get this species on the list and have it seen well!. Both sandgrouse species showed up, with 

Pin-tailed especially obliging and Black-bellied a bit more reluctant to give itself up. In this odd 

semi-arid environment of dry steppe mixed with irrigated agricultural land we found the day-time 

roost of Long-eared Owl and saw other 

good steppe birds, including Eurasian 

Thick-knee, Red-legged Partridge, Great 

Spotted Cuckoo (just!), Spectacled 

Warbler and Black and Black-eared 

Wheatears, most of which popped up 

where we expected them to be. We had 

time here for further historical interests 

as the group explored one of the eerie 

Spanish Civil War memorials of the 

bombed out town of old Belchite, and 

also to check out a second staked-out 

Bonelli’s Eagle site that produced better 

looks than the one seen in Monfrague. 

Our journey from the steppes to the high 

Pyrenees for a 3-night stay is always a 

flexible day to allow for catching up on missing species or adding in a few different birding spots 

along the way. This year we had time to find Bearded Reedlings en route – a species now in its own 

family, so high on the “want list” for many birders. We also had a second Eurasian Eagle-Owl nest 

staked out for us – another with at least two chicks at home with their parent bird. 

 

The high Pyrenees is the most scenic area we visit and another very strong contrast in habitats and 

birds. Here, and during the following three days in the pre-Pyrenean ranges of the gorgeous Sierra 

De Guara, raptors were high on the agenda again and both Red and Black Kites, Golden, Booted 

and Short-toed Eagles and Egyptian Vultures popped up regularly. “The big one” here, however, is 

Wallcreeper. Our first pre-breakfast attempts to see the bird (in one of the many stunning deep 

limestone gorges cut through the mountains by fast-flowing rivers) didn’t produce the goods so we 

had to hike a little further for a pleasant half-hour to find this little gem. All of the group helped in 

craning their necks upwards to scan the vast areas of craggy red and grey limestone cliffs for this 

amazing bird, and eventually some reasonable intermeiitent views were had by all of at least two 

birds, possibly more. This is an amazing species with flashing crimson wing patches edged with 

white spots on a subtly black and grey body – like a huge butterfly with its large rounded wings. 

There is always a rich supporting cast in this area of coniferous and beech forests, alpine meadows 

and enormously tall rocky mountainsides, the whole area studded with pretty medieval stone 

Stunning Pyrenean scenery by Peter Roberts 
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villages in picturesque valleys. High up into the snowline were large and obligingly tame flocks of 

Yellow-billed and Red-billed Choughs, along with other high altitude species – Citril Finch, Ring 

Ousel and Alpine Accentor included, and everything giving good, long and very close views. 

Interesting mammals such as Chamois and Alpine Marmot were also easily found up on the steep 

grassy alpine slopes. The forests produced various typical European woodland birds from Coal, 

Great, Blue and Marsh Tits, Firecrests and Goldcrests, to Black Woodpecker, Eurasian Jays and 

White-throated Dippers, as well as dapper Grey Wagtails on the fast-flowing meltwater streams. It 

was good to be able to “compare and contrast” such species pairs as Firecrest and Goldcrest , called 

in for extraordinarily close looks in the same area, as with Short-toed and the much rarer European 

Treecreeper. 

 

Our transfer day from the high Pyrenees to the lower Sierras is another flexible day filling in gaps if 

necessary, giving options for different scenery, history, additional birds or whatever the group 

wishes. This year we first went (via stake-outs for the subtly pastel-coloured Ortolan Bunting) to 

visit the remarkable old monastery at 

San Juan De La Pena, carved deep into 

the rock face of a sheer red conglomerate 

sandstone cliff. Then, with continuing 

glorious sunny weather, we nipped up 

one of the many new smooth roads to the 

high Pyrenees, again to the Ordesa 

National Park. This was another tip-off 

about a Lammergeier feeding site worthy 

of a visit. We did well for this species 

this year and, after winding up some 

amazing hairpin bends high into 

mountains, we were at eye-level with 

this mythical and mysterious bird, seeing 

possibly a many as 10 on this afternoon 

alone (though I’m sure many got as 

much pleasure from watching the pair of perched Eurasian Hobbys below us!).  

 

What better place to finish this tour than the delightful accommodation at Lecina? It seemed the 

high point of the trip for many... Lecina is idyllically set on a quiet dead-end mountain road – a tiny 

quiet village surrounded by glorious mixes of olive groves, tiny terraced fields, stunted oak 

woodland and box scrub. The small hotel itself is a family-run treasure of a beautifully converted 

ancient stone farmhouse producing delicious food washed down, as always, with plentiful good 

wine. Best of all though, so much wonderful birding is within walking distance from here. It was a 

true pleasure to take in a whole morning with a very gentle amble along the quiet track, reinforcing 

all those sightings of classic Mediterranean birds, calling many in for final great looks and adding 

even more – all those tricky warblers including Subalpine, Western Bonelli’s and Western Orphean, 

Nightingales, tits, buntings, Woodlarks and raptors overhead, like those European Honey Buzzards 

winging their way to the far north. The resident Tawny Owl is an easy after-dinner jaunt just to the 

front door of the hotel opposite the old church where the bird nests 

 

By the last full day of the tour we were in the lucky (and planned!) position of being able to say 

“we’ve virtually done it all and seen all the hoped-for species”. Alberto steered us down to his home 

haunts around Huesca to finally catch up with the cute Eurasian Penduline Tit, and later back up 

into the box scrub and gorse-covered hills to finally nail the Dartford Warbler, all with time enough 

Lammergeier by Adam Riley 
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for an afternoon visit to the extraordinarily picturesque setting of Alquezar, with its hilltop 

monastery and fortified church and pleasant cafes on terraces overlooking the jumble of ancient 

houses.  

 

On our travel day to Barcelona we finished with a serendipitous find of Melodious Warbler while 

stopping for photos of a beautiful 12th century stone bridge, plus last great looks at European 

Rollers, European Bee-eaters, one or two final additions to the list and Green Woodpecker. 

 

Great birds, fine and varied scenery, historical asides and often delightful food and accommodations 

made the tour a real treat as always, covering a lot of very 

beautiful and rural Spain. A further bonus for many is that 

there are no early mornings required (except sometimes for 

the Dupon’ts Lark) for seeing all this wonderful array of 

birds, and only 2-3 short after-supper nocturnal excursions – 

very civilized indeed! I hope you will remember for a long 

time to come the fragrant aroma of thyme and artemesia; the 

seafood extravaganza in our smart Ebro Delta hotel; good 

wine (and my own celebratory Islay single malt whisky!); 

the images of snowy mountains, steep, deep red and yellow 

rocky gorges and bright red poppies bordering the country 

roads; jewel-like Wallcreepers; the larger-than-life colonies 

of confiding White Storks nesting on old churches; the 

challenge of seeing Dupont’s Larks and being eyeball-to-

eyeball with Eurasian Griffons, Spanish Eagles and 

Lammergeiers; 22 species of raptors (!!) ; the excitement of 

all the rare and unexpected birds, and the pleasure of 

becoming familiar with a good selection of common 

southern European species. Thanks to you all for a wonderful 

tour! 
 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC list of: Gill, F. and Wright, M. Birds of the World: 

Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. This list is very close to 

Clements’ current nomenclature: any differences are given in ( ). The number in ( ) at the start of 

each species account indicates numbers of days on the tour that the species was recorded. 

 

Total species recorded: 221 
Note: Number in ( ) below indicate number of days on the tour the species was seen. 

 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa 

(7) – all areas except High Pyrenees and Ebro Delta. Max 8 

Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix 

(1) Heard only on 6th – this species is rarely ever seen 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Greylag Goose  Anser anser 

(1) A pair of this feral specieson an irrigation lagoon near Fraga 9th 

Tawny Owl by David Shackelford 
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Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 

(1) 4 on Ebro/Cinca River confluence, Mequinenza 9th 

Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 

(4) Common on Ebro Delta 

Gadwall  Anas strepera 

(2) Common on Ebro Delta 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 

(10) Common throughout except Pyrenees 

Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina  

(5) Common on Ebro Delta and a few on other wetlands 

Common Pochard  Aythya ferina 

(4) A few on Ebro Delta and a few on other wetlands 

White-headed Duck   Oxyura leucocephala 

(1) 12 on a wetland near Alcazar De San Juan species on 28th 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

(7) Small numbers daily on Ebro Delta and a few other wetlands 

Great Crested Grebe    Podiceps cristatus 

(5) Small numbers daily on Ebro Delta and a few other wetlands 

Eared Grebe      Podiceps nigricollis 

(2) 2 on a wetland near Alcazar De San Juan species on 28th and 6 at Candasnos on 3rd  

  

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

(4) Very common on Ebro Delta  

 

Storks  Ciconidae 

Black Stork       Ciconia nigra 

(2) 2-3 birds daily including close birds on nests at Monfrague 26th & 28th 

White Stork      Ciconia ciconia 

(10) Common nesting bird in all areas except High Pyrenees and Ebro Delta 

 

Herons, Bitterns  Ardeidae 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax   

(4) Common on Ebro Delta and at breeding colony in Cinca/Ebro Rivers on 9th 

Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutus   

(2) Singles seen in the Valencia wetlands on 29th and at Flix on 1st  

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

(4) Small numbers on Ebro Delta, Sarinena and at breeding colony in Cinca/Ebro Rivers on 9th 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

(7) Small numbers throughout on rivers and wetlands 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea     

(7) Up to 10 daily in Ebro and a few other wetlands 

Great Egret      Ardea alba     

(3) Up to 10 daily in Ebro Delta 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta  

(5) Common daily in Ebro and a few other wetlands 
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Cattle Egret      Bubulcus ibis 

(7) Common daily in Ebro and a few other wetlands 

 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 

Great Cormorant     Phalacrocorax carbo 

(7) Up to 10 daily in Ebro and smaller numbers Monfrague and Cinca/Ebro rivers 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

(3) Up to 30 daily on Ebro Delta  

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus 

(2) 1 on 4th then a flock of 21 at Lecina on 7th actively migrating northwards 

Black-shouldered Kite  Elanus caeruleus 

(2) A pair near Saucedilla of this localized species on 25th and 1 there on 28th 

Red Kite  Milvus milvus 

(9) Small numbers in various locations except Ebro Delta – most common in Sierra De Guara 

Black Kite  Milvus migrans 

(13) Almost daily in small numbers except on Ebro Delta 

Lammergeier  Gypaetus barbatus 

(5) A good showing in the Pyrenenes daily from 4th – 8th; max 10 on 6th inm Ordesa 

Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus   

(9) 1-6 daily in all areas except Ebro Delta 

Eurasian Griffon  Gyps fulvus  

(13) Common throughout except none on Ebro Delta. Superb close views of flying birds from 

above and below and close scope views on nests 

Cinereous Vulture   Aegypius monachus  

(4) Monfrague area only – good scope views of perched and flying birds 

Short-toed Eagle  Circaetus gallicus  

(9) 1-2 in a wide number of locations except Ebro Delta 

Eurasian Marsh-Harrier  Circus aeruginosus  

(9) 1-5 in widely located wetlands, most on Ebro Delta 

Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus  

(5) Up to 55 birds on steppes south of Trujillo 25th – 227th and in Monegros 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 

(1) A single bird seen briefly as a fly-by on 3rd  

Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis 

(2) Singles seen well as fly-bys in the steppes on 2nd and Pyrenees on 6th   

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo  

(9) A few almost daily in all areas except Ebro Delta 

Spanish Eagle   Aquila adalberti 

(2) A pair showed very well at a nest in Monfrague Natural Park on 26th and 27th 

Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos 

(2) A single in the Monegros steppe on 2nd and 3 in total in the Pyrenees 6th 

Bonelli's Eagle  Aquila fasciata 

(2) A distant flight view in Monfrague Natural Park on 26th and better views at a nest territory in the 

steppes on 2nd 
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Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennata 

(9) Up to 4 daily in a wide range of locations except Ebro Delta – all pale phase birds 

  

Falcons  Falconidae 
Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni  

(4) Common in steppe areas south of Monfrague and in Monegros/Belchite area 

Eurasian Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 

(13) 1-4 almost daily in all areas 

Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo 

(1) A pair watched closely mating and eating a swallow in Ordesa on 6th  

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrines 

(2) Singles seen well at Monfrague and Belagua in the High Pyrenees 

 

Bustards  Otididae 
Great Bustard     Otis tarda 

(2) A single on 26th and a total of 10 next day in the steppes south of Trujillo  

Little Bustard     Tetrax tetrax 

(2) Just 2 singles in the steppes south of Trujillo on 26th & 27th  

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Water Rail      Rallus aquaticus 

(4) Heard birds at Ebro Delta & Sarinen on 3rd: one seen well Ebro Delta 30th  

Purple Swamphen     Porphyrio porphyrio 

(4) 3 at a wetland near Saucedilla on 28th, common on Ebro Delta – formerly a scarce bird in 

northern Spain 

Common (Eurasian) Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus 

(7) Common in most wetlands visited – recently split from the New World birds 

Eurasian Coot     Fulica atra 

(5) Common - abundant in most wetlands visited 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 
Eurasian Thick-knee     Burhinus oedicnemus 

(1) A total of 6 in Belchite/Monegros steppes 3rd  

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopodidae 

Eurasian Oystercatcher    Haematopus ostralegus 

(1) 1 lone bird on the Ebro Delta on 1st  

 

Stilts, Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

(6) Common in most wetlands visited – especially Ebro Delta 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

(4) Common on Ebro Delta and lakes near Pedro Munoz 24th – 28th 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 

(1) 3 at Pedro Munoz 28th – late wintering birds 
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Grey (Black-bellied) Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 

(3) Up to 5 daily on Ebro Delta 29th – 1st  

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 

(3) Common on Ebro Delta daily 29th – 1st 

Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius 

(5) Pairs in widely distributed wetland locations 

Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrines 

(2) Common on Ebro Delta 30th and 1st – recently split from Snowy Plover of the New World 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica 

(3) 1- 10 on the Valecia wetlands and Ebro Delta from 29th – 1st  

Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata 

(1) 2 birds Singles on the Ebro Delta on 1st  

Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus 

(2) Singles on the Valencia wetlands and Ebro Delta from 29th – 1st – both in dark breeding 

plumage 

Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 

(5) Common daily on the Ebro Delta & Sarinena 

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 

(4) Up to 4 daily on Ebro Delta 

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 

(4) Up to 5 daily on Ebro Delta & Sarinena 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 

(4) Up to 6 daily on Ebro Delta and 1-2 other wetlands 

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres 

(2) Singles in breeding plumage on Ebro Delta 

Red Knot  Calidris canutus 

(2) Singles in breeding plumage on Ebro Delta & Valecia wetlands 

Sanderling  Calidris alba      

(3) Up to 4 on daily on Ebro Delta 

Little Stint  Calidris minuta  

(4) Common on Ebro Delta & Valecia wetlands 

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea 

(3) Up to 50 daily on Ebro Delta and near Valencia included birds in good summer plumage 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina 

(3) Up to 30 daily on Ebro Delta and near Valencia included birds in good summer plumage 

Ruff  Philomachus pugnax 

(1) Just 4 on Valencia wetlands on 29th 

 

Pratincoles  Glareolidae 

Collared Pratincole     Glareola pratincola 

(3) Up to 10 on 3 days at Valencia wetlands and Ebro Delta 

 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers  Laridae 
Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

(5) Common breeding birds on Ebro Delta and 1-2 other wetlands 

Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei   
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(3) This elegant gull is a ommon breeding bird on Ebro Delta  

Audouin's Gull  Ichthyaetus audouinii     

(2) Very localized, but a common breeding bird on Ebro Delta  

Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus melancopehalus 

(1) A lovely nesting colony in the Valencia wetlands on 29th   

Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis  

(7) Common breeding bird on Ebro Delta and 1-2 on other wetlands 

Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica 

(4) Common breeding bird on Ebro Delta & wetlands near Valencia 

Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia 

(1) A single on Ebro Delta 30th 

Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis 

(2) Common breeding bird on Ebro Delta & wetlands near Valencia 

Little Tern  Sternula albifrons 

(2) Up to 45 nesting birds on Ebro Delta30th & 1st  

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 

(3) Common breeding bird on Ebro Delta & wetlands near Valencia 

Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida 

(4) Common breeding bird on Ebro Delta & wetlands near Valencia 

Black Tern  Chlidonias niger 

(2) 2 birds on a lake near Alcaniz on 27th and 1 on Valencia wetlands on 29th  

 

Sandgrouse   Pteroclidae 
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse    Pterocles alchata 

(2) Up to 10 in steppes near Belchite & Monegros on 2nd & 3rd included good views of feeding birds 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse    Pterocles orientalis 

(1) In stepeps near Ontinena – a total of 15 on 3rd  

 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
Common (Rock) Pigeon  Columba livia 

(15) Feral birds abundant in all areas – seen daily 

Stock Dove  Columba oenas 

(1) A single bird of this scarce and declining,, but rather dull birds on steppes of Ontinena on 3rd  

Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 

(11) Commonly seen almost daily 

European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur 

(4) Overhunting seems to be reducing this bird to a rarity. 1-2 in various locations – both migrants 

and breeding birds giving their purring song 

Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 

(15) Common in almost all areas. seen daily – a “recent” colonist since the 1960-70s 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Great Spotted Cuckoo  Clamator glandarius 

(1) Just one bird seen fleetingly this year in Belchite steppes on 2nd  

Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 

(7) This species played “hard to get” this year – widely distributed but more often heard than seen 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
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Eurasian Eagle-Owl  Bubo bubo 

(3) An adult with 2 chicks at nest on cliffs in Monfrague on 26th & 27th then another adult with 2 

chcicks at Ontinena on 3rd  

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco 

(3) At Lecina - chicks heard in the church tower on 6th and the adult seen very wellnext day 

Eurasian (European) Scops Owl  Otus scops     

(1) 2 seen quite well after dark at Entrevinas on 28th  

Little Owl  Athene noctua      

(3) Three singles – two in the steppes near Belchite/Monegros on 2nd & 3rd another near Monfrague 

on 25th  

Long-eared Owl  Asio otus 

(1) A bird seen quite well at daytime roost near Belchite on 2nd  

  

Nightjars & Allies  Caprimulgidae 
Red-necked Nightjar     Caprimulgus ruficollis 

(1) A single bird seen briefly by some on a night drive at Jareceijo near Monfrague on 27th. An 

unidentified Nightjar was seen as a brief fly-by at night on 2nd at Belchite 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Common Swift  Apus apus 

(15) Commonly seen daily 

Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus  

(1) 3 in and near Trujillo on 27th  

Alpine Swift  Apus melba 

(4) Up to 10 in various locations including Monfrague, over La Choca gorge and the high Pyrenees 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Common Kingfisher     Alcedo atthis 

(2) Single birds – one seen well at Flix on 1st  

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 
European Bee-eater     Merops apiaster 

(12) Good numbers of this flashy species seen almost daily in most areas other than high Pyrenees 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
European Roller     Coracias garrulous 

(4) Up to 6 seen – at the Cacere plains nestbox scheme on 27th, then in steppes on 3rd, 6th and 9th 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
Eurasian Hoopoe     Upupa epops 

(11) 1-5 almost daily in most areas 

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla 

(4) Seen on 3 days, heard only on the 9th. 1-2 great looks in widely separate areas 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendropicos major 

(3) 1-2 in a wide range of locations – best view at San Juan De La Pena on 6th  

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendropicos minor 
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(1) 1 called in at Monfrague on 27th was a first for this tour  

Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius 

(1) One flew overhead giving reasonable views at Gabardito near Hecho on 4th  

Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis 

(2) 1 seen well near Fraga on 9th, another more briefly in the higher Pyrenees on 4th   

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 

Southern Gray Shrike  Lanius meridionalis 

(3) 1-2 daily in Monfrague / Trujillo steppes area 25th – 27th  

Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator 

(10) 1-2 daily in many areas, with a total of c.15 migrants on the Ebro Delta on 30th 

 

Orioles  Oriolidae 

Eurasian Golden Oriole    Oriolus oriolus 

(7) 1-2 seen in various locations, mainly steppes and pre-Pyrenees. A total of 7 migrants together on 

30th 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae 
Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 

(3) 1 -2 en route to Monfrague on 26th and in the Pyrenees on 4th & 5th  

Iberian Magpie   Cyanopica cooki 

(4) Common and seen well on all 4 days in the Monfrague area 25th – 28th. Recently split from the 

Asian Azure-winged Magpie and now a fully Iberian endemic.  

Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica 

(15) Seen every day in good numbers 

Western (Eurasian) Jackdaw  Coloeus (Corvus) monedula 

(6) Common in the Trujillo/Monfrague area on 25th – 28th and again in the steppes on 3rd & 9th  

Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax    

(5) Common daily between 1st – 5th in Belchite steppes, High Pyrenees and Sierra De Guara.  

Yellow-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax graculus  

(2) Seen very well this year on 2 days in higher Pyrenees on 4th & 5th with a flock of at leat 400 at 

Belagua on 5th seen very closely and mixed with red-billed Choughs 

Carrion Crow  Corvus corone  

(7) Only small numbers (5-10) daily in Monfrague, Pyenees and Sierra De Guara areas 

Northern (Common) Raven  Corvus corax 

(11) More widespread than other black corvids – up to 10 daily in mountains and steppes – none on 

Ebro delta 

Bearded Reedling  Panuridae 
Bearded Reedling     Panurus biarmicus 

(1) 2 birds seen briefly over the extensive reed-beds of Sarinena on 3rd gave short but reasonable 

views for some 

Tits, Chickadees  Paridae 

Marsh Tit      Poecile palustris 

(1) 3 birds seen by the pre-breakfast birders at Boca del Infierno, Hecho on 4th  

Coal Tit      Periparus ater      

(4) Common in coniferous forest of high Pyrenees and Sierra De Guara on 4th – 7th   

European Crested Tit    Lophophanes cristatus 

(3) 1-4 in same areas and similar habitat as Coal Tit, but uncommon this year  

Great Tit      Parus major 
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(9) Small numbers (1-15) in most areas visited 

Eurasian Blue Tit     Cyanistes caeruleus 

(7) Small numbers (1-10) in most areas visited 

 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 
Eurasian Penduline Tit    Remiz pendulinus 

(1) Reasonable looks at a single bird called in on 8th at a wetland near Huesca. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Dupont's Lark  Chersophilus duponti    

(1) A single bird seen well after quite a battle to locate one in the Belchite steppes on 2nd  

Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra   

(5) Seen only on 5 days in steppes of Trujillo and Belchite – but very common and obvious on each 

occasion 

Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla    

(3) Common and seen well in steppes of Alcaniz / Belchite 1st – 3rd   

Lesser Short-toed Lark  Calandrella rufescens  

(3) Common and seen well in steppes of Alcaniz / Belchite 1st – 3rd   

Crested Lark  Galerida cristata  

(10) A common roadside, dry country lark 

Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae  

(3) A few views in steppes of Alcaniz / Belchite 1st – 3rd of this tricky lark 

Woodlark  Lullula arborea 

(2) The liquid aerial song of this lark heard and seen on 2 days at Lecina/Pre-Pyrneees on 7th & 8th 

Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis 

(1) A single bird singing on arable fields near Paules De Surta, Sierra De Guara on 7th  

 

Swallows, Martins  Hirundinidae 
Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)  Riparia riparia 

(5) Seen commonly in a wide range of wetland areas 

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 

(15) Seen commonly and daily 

Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris 

(8) Seen fairly commonly in cliffy areas of Monfrague 25th -28th and Pyrenees 3rd – 8th   

Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum 

(12) Seen commonly in most areas – nesting on buildings and cliff-faces 

Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica 

(4) Seen commonly in Monfrague area 25th – 28th; up to 25 daily 

  

Bush Warblers & Allies   Cettidae 
Cetti's Warbler     Cettia cetti 

(9) We heard the explosive song bursts more often than seeing the bird, but 1-2 good views in 

various widespread locations 

Bushtits  Aegithalidae 

Long-tailed Tit     Aegithalos caudatus 

(3) 1-4 in the Monfrague area on 25th – 27th  

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 
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Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 

(5) Apart from 25+ migrants on the Ebro Delta on 30th there were 1-2 mostly in Sierra De Guara 

Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 

(3) Singles heard and seen in the Ebro Delta on 30th (a migrant bird) and Sierra De Guara where it 

breeds  

Western Bonelli's Warbler  Phylloscopus bonelli 

(2) Common in Ordesa on 6th and Sierra De Guara on 7th   

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta     

(2) Singles on breeding territory in Sierra De Guara on 8th & 9th  

Moustached Warbler  Acrocephalus melanopogon 

(1) Reasonable looks at one individual of this localized species at Almenara on 29th  

Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

(5) Mostly heard only in the Ebro Delta, but 2-3 seen well 26th  

Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

(6) Most records from the Ebro Delta of this feisty, large and loud warbler of reed-beds.  1-2 others 

in other wetlands 

Grassbirds & Allies  Locustellidae 
Savi's Warbler     Locustella luscinioides 

(4) 1-2 heard and seen in reed-beds at Arrecampo on 28th and Ebro Delta from 29th – 1st   

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

(10) A surprisingly widespread bird in small numbers. Seen and heard in the Ebro Delta and almost 

any other small damp areas or wetlands we passed 

 

Sylviid Babblers, Parrotbills  Sylviidae 
Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 

(5) 1-2 seen or heard in areas of Sierra De Guara and Pyrenees with good deciduous woodlandfrom 

4th – 8th   

Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin 

(2) Good looks at a single bird at Lecina on 7th and another on 9th nearby  

Common (Greater) Whitethroat  Sylvia communis 

(1) 6+ migrants on the Ebro Delta on 30th  

Western Orphean Warbler  Sylvia hortensis  

(2) Quite common and 1-2 seen well in Sierra De Guara 6th – 7th  

Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala    

(4) 1-2 in widely scattered locations produced a few acceptable or good views 

Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans  

(5) A few in widely scattered scrubby locations such as Monfrague and Sierra De Guara and as 

migrants on the Ebro Deltaotherwise 1-5 in  

Spectacled Warbler  Sylvia conspicillata  

(2)Excellent views of a singleat our “usual” site in the Monegrillos on 2nd with a pair seen very well 

near Ontinena next day  

Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata 

(1) A pair gave good views on 8th in Sierra De Guara after brief looks ta others earlier the same day  
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Goldcrests, Kinglets  Regulidae 
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus 

(1) A single bird seen very well in high Pyrenees in Selva De Osa on 4th close to a Firecrest  

Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 

(3) 1 seen very well in Selva De Osa, high Pyrenees on 4th and heard/seen around Lecina on 6th & 

7th   

Wrens  Troglodytidae 
Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 

(6) 3+ seen and heard in the Monfrague area 26th and up to 5 daily seen and heard in Pyrenees and 

Sierra De Guara areas 4th  – 8th. This is now a species split from the N. American Winter Wren and 

Pacific Wren 

Nuthatches  Sittidae 

Eurasian Nuthatch     Sitta europaea 

(5) Apart from 1 near Monfrague on 26th there were 1-2 almost daily in high Pyrenees and Sierra 

De Guara 5th – 8th   

Treecreepers  Certhiidae 
Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla 

(8) 1-2 heard and seen in most areas except Ebro Delta 

Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla 

(1) 1 seen closely and singing in beech forest near Belagua on 5th  

 

Wallcreeper  Tichodromidae 
Wallcreeper      Tichodroma muraria 

(1) At least two birds, possibly more seen flitting in and out of view over an hour or so at Gabardito 

in the Hecho Valley on 4th  

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 

(1) Nobody was too excited about finding a couple of this species on the Ebro Delta on 30th – quite 

a rare sighting nonetheless! 

Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor 

(15) Common daily in all areas – a very range restricted species of Iberia and parts of N. Africa 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus 

(1) 5+ seen very well high into the late winter snowline in the High Pyrenees at Belagua on 5th   

Common (Eurasian) Blackbird  Turdus merula 

(10) A few birds in all areas 

Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos 

(4) A shy bird in this part of Europe - seen on only 1 day in the Belagua area of the higher Pyrenees 

on 5th – all others heard only in Sierra De Guara 

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 

(2) 2 en route to Monfrague on 25th , then just 1 seen in the high Pyrenees on 5th – a poor showing 

for this species 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
European Robin  Erithacus rubecula 

(4) 1-2 seen or heard daily in the high Pyrenees and Sierra De Guara 4th – 7th  

Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos 

(12) Heard in most areas visited and a few great views too of 1-2 birds on 4 dates 
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Black Redstart  Pheonicurus ochruros 

(7) A fairly widespread and common bird in small numbers on cliffs, crags and rooftops 

Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

(1) 12 + migrants on the Ebro Delta on 30th  

Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis  

(4) A migrant on Ebro Delta on 30th ; 1-3 on 3 days in the high Pyrenees and Sierra De Guara 

included breeding birds 

Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius 

(3) Excellent looks of 1-4 birds in Monfrague, High Pyrenees and Sierra De Guara  

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra 

(6) 5+ migrants on the Ebro Delta on 30th; 1-4 on 5 days in most other areas visited  

European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 

(7) Small numbers common in Monfrague, high Pyrenees and Sierra De Guara. A recent split of the 

Stonechat into three species – the others being African & Siberian 

Black Wheatear  Oenanthe leucura 

(1) A pair found on old buildings in Monegros steppes on 3rd   

Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 

(7) Up to 35 daily in most area visited – both as a breeding bird and migrant 

Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica  

(2) 1-6 of these striking wheatears in the Belchite steppe areas 2nd & 3rd – a lower showing than 

usual  

Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata 

(2) 25+ migrant birds on Ebro Delta on 30th and a single in the Pyrenees on 5th  

European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca 

(4) 50 migrants on Ebro Delta on 30th and 1-2 migrants in other areas visited 

 

Dippers  Cinclidae 

White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus 

(2) Singles on the Hecho River on 4th & 6th   

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

(15) Common daily 

Spanish Sparrow      Passer hispaniolensis 

(1) A flock of 50 in the Monfrague/Trujillo steppes areas on 26th was the only sighting of this 

poorly named bird – much more widespread further east in Europe and into central Asia 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow    Passer montanus 

(5) Erratically numerous in some area and absent in others with no apparent pattern; max:10 in a 

day 

Rock Petronia     Petronia petronia 

(5) Another bird that shows up in odd places in a variety of areas giving great views – either 

associated with old buildings or cliff faces and quarries; max: 5-10. 

 

Accentors  Prunellidae 
Alpine Accentor     Prunella collaris 

(1) One bird only, but seen extremely well in the high Pyrenees at Belagua on 5th  

Dunnock      Prunella modularis 
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(4) 1-4 birds seen in the same area of the hig Pyrenees at Belagua where we find Alpine Accentors, 

but also in other odd locations muc lower down in Sierra De Guara 

 

Wagtails, Pipits  Motacillidae 
Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava 

(3) 5-10 daily in the Ebro Delta on 30th & 1st Most appeared to be of the Blue-headed and/or Grey-

headed races 

White Wagtail  Motacilla alba 

(11) Small numbers commonly in most areas vsiited 

Gray Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 

(2) 1-2 on streams in Selva De Osa on 4th & 5th   

Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris 

(4) 1-3 showed well in the steppes at various locations  

Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis 

(1) 1 migrant bird on Ebro Delta on 30th   

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensiss 

(1) a group of 3 migrant birds on 4th in the Pyrenees is most unusual   

Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta 

(1) A common bird in the higher Pyrenees on 5th   

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 

(9) Seen commonly throughout except Ebro Delta 

European Serin  Serinus serinus 

(12) Small numbers commonly throughout 

Citril Finch  Serinus citrinella 

(1) Good views after quite a bit of searching of a flock of 12 in the high Pyrenees of Belagua on 5th   

European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris 

(8) Up to 5 on most days in widespread locations, but never too obvious or easily seen  

European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 

(12) Common and widespread 

Common (Eurasian) Linnet  Carduelis cannabina 

(5) Scarce this year with occasional, mostly fly-bys in varied locations of up to 6 birds  

Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra 

(3) A couple of birds seen at Entrevinas on 28th & 29th then about 10 seen very closely in the high 

Pyrenees at Belagua on 5th including some oddly feeding on stone walls of a bridge 

Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

(1) A single male seen well by pre-breakfast birders at Siresa on 6th   

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

(12 A total of 4 of this very elusive and secretive species en route to Monfrague on 25th with a inlge 

in Monfrague next day 

  

Buntings, New World Sparrows  Emberizidae 

Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella 

(2) Day totals of 5 seen in the high Pyrenees at Selva De Osa on 4th and next day at Belagua  

Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus 

(3) 1-2 birds seen and heard in Sierra De Guarra 6th – 8th was a poor showing  

Ortolan Bunting  Emberiza hortulana 

(1) Great looks at a singing male at our regular site near Jaca on 6th   
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Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia 

(1) 3 bright males seen in Monfrague on 26th was the only sighting this year  

Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra 

(10) A common and obvious bird throughout except on the Ebro Delta 

 

Annotated List of Mammals recorded  
 

Total species recorded: 12 
 

Rats & Mice  Muridae 
Brown Rat   Rattus norvegicus 

(1) 1 on the Ebro Delta on 1st   

   

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Red Squirrel   Sciurus vulgaris 

(1) 1 in high Pyrenees at Siresa on 4th  

Alpine Marmot  Marmota marmota  

(2) 7 in Selva De Osa on 4th and another at Belagua next day  

 

Weasels  Mustelidae 
European Otter  Lutra lutra 

(1) One swimming in the reservoir below us at Monfrague on 26th  

European Badger  Meles meles 

(1) One dead roadkill casualty at Lecina on 7th   

Beech Marten  Martes foina 

(1) One dead roadkill casualty en route to Monfrague 25th  

 

Hares & Rabbits  Leporidae 
European Rabbit  Oryctogalus cuniculus 

(9) Seen fairly commonly and widespread – good raptor food! 

European Hare  Lepus capensis 

(2) Singles only in open steppe or agricultural areas on 27th & 8th  

 

Dogs & Allies  Canidae 
Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes 

(2) Singles seen en route in the higher Pyrenees on 3rd & 5th  

 

Bovids  Bovidae 
Chamois  Rupicapra rupicapra  

(1) A herd of 20+ in Selva De Osa in high Pyrenees on 4th t  

 

Deer & Allies  Cervidae 
Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus 

(3) 6 en route to Monfrague on 25th then singles in the high Pyrenees near Siresa on 4th and 6th  

Red Deer  Cervus elaphus 

(1) 6 in a group in Monfrague Natural Park 26th   
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Reptiles and Amphibians 
 

Total species recorded: 6 
 

Ocellated Lizard  Lacerta lepida 

(2) 1 en route to Monfrague on 25th with another near Lecina on 7th  

Green Lizard  Lacerta virids 

(2) Singles seen in Sierra De Guara on 4th & 7th  

Lizard sp.        

(6) Various unidentified small lizards seen throughout in various locations 

Mediterranean Terrapin  Mauremys leprosa     

(1) A single of this native species on 30th on the Ebro Delta  

Red-eared Slider  Trachemy sscripta     

(1) 4 of these introduced, feral reptiles in the Valencia wetlands on 29th   

Marsh Frog  Rana ridibunda 

(1) Heard in Sierra De Guara on 9th  
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