ROCKJUMPER

Worldwide Birding Adventures

Angola

Endemics Overland Adventure
29 August to 18 September 202818 days

White-headed RobirChats by Dubi Shapiro

After 30 years of crippling civil waAngolais now at peace and actively encouraging tourism. During
our 18 daytour, we visitall the key sites for the numerous Angolan endemics andemd@mics, from

the fabledGabelaForests to the spectacular Tundavala Escarpment, which drops more than 1000m
(3,300ft)onto the coastal plains below. Habitats we will corgerge from the parched Namib Desert to
misty scarp foresand tracts of pristine, broattaved Miombo woodland. We expect to find many birds
seen byvery fewornithologists,explorersor birders, and possibilities still remain for rediscovering
several species or perhapseven finding new speciés science Our itinerary includes sites for the
recently rediscovere® wi e r BrancolnpBsr a uBughshrike andeautiful Whiteheaded Robin

Chat. Join us for what will be a truly excitingur of this stunning and litttexplored country!
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THE TOUR AT A GLANCEE

THE ITINERARY

Day 1 Arrival in Lubango

Day 2 Tundavala Escarpment

Day 3 Namibe

Day 4 Tundavala to Benguela

Day 5 Benguela to Mount Moco

Days 6 & 7 | Mount Moco

Day 8 Huambo to Kumbira Forest, Gabela
Days 9 & 10 | Kumbira Forest

Day 11 Kumbira Forest to TombingoFor est ( N6 Dal at ando)
Day 12 Tombingo Forest toKinjila

Day 13 Kinjila region

Day 14 Kinjila to Quitexe

Day 15 DamengolaForest

Day 16 Quitexeto Kissama NP

Day 17 Kissama NPto Cuanza River

Day 18 Cuanza River & Luanda for departure
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TOUR ROUTE MAPé
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THE TOUR I N DETAI LE

Day 1: Arrival in Lubango. After arriving

in the peaceful city of Lubanggou will be
metat the airport and transferreddar well
appointed hotellhe southern city of Lubango
is the second largest city in the country, and
was fortuitous to escape the majority of the
ravages of both the Angolan Civil War and
South African Border War. Thievening we
will enjoy a welcome group dinner in
anticipation of our forthcomingadventures
together.

Day 2: Tundavala Escarpment. Today we
depart Lubango early for the nearby
Tundavala escarpmenthis incredible site
offers the most dramatic scenery in the
country, with huge cliffs dropping oves,000
feet (1,000m) onto the coastaplain below.Here we will spend our time exploring the extensive
grasslands, patches of Afrmontane forest and rugged gorges at an approximate altitadeusfd 7,000
feet @,200m).

Ludwi g 6 scollreduShiribied by Markus Lilje

Tundavala is one déwsites forthe litttek nown and recently rediviteover e
other Angolan endemics that occur here are the fabulous An@alee Chat, the uncommon Angola

Slaty Flycatber, common Redacked Mousebirdnd theverylocalisedL u d w i(Mpitase)Double

collared SunbirdOther birds recorded during our earlier visits includenerFalcon, Freckled Nightjar,
Bradfieldds and -chllarpd e Souci f ot o Rl 2o c L C

Barbet, Greater Striped SwallowHa r t |
Babbler,Striped Pipit, Shortoed Rock Thrush,
B o c age 6 sWailg and aMtingsnapping
Cisticolas, Greemapped a nd Sal
Eremomels, Ou s tSaulnebti & sd
Firefinch, AngolanWaxbill (afairly recent split
from Yellow-bellied Waxbil), Yellow-crowned
Canary and Cinnamelreasted Bunting.

Day 3: Namibe. Today we will drive down to
the area around theeaside village oNamibe
Our first main birding site will be the absolutel
breathtaking Leba Scarp. This aredas
produced sometop-class birding during our
previoustours;, here wehave recordedAugur [£
Buzzard, Grey KestrelFul | e b bongtlaws
Rockrunner (DamaraRockjumpejy and the [asSi®s &
de“ghthI Cinderella Waxbill. Ango]an Cave Chatby Markus |_||]e
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Once we reach the bottom of the
escarpment, the scenery will become
progressivelymore ariduntil we enter the
a wide range of birds in these varied
habitats, including many  species
previously considered to be Né&an
specialsin particular, ve will look out for
Ludwi go6s Rditeresteda Korhaan,
Namaqua Sandgrouse, Barecheeked

and Damara&edbilled Hornbills, Gay 6 s ,

Larks (tre local form of the last mentioned
speciessof t en spl it as
Karoo and Tractrac Chats, Mountain
Wheatear, Kalalra Scrub Robin Chat
Flycatcher, the cute Whiiled Shrike

Cinderella Waxbill by David Hoddinott

(very commorhere) As hy andPaléwinggdds d T Mé g e s 6DuskySSurabirdiCape g s ,

Sparrow and Larkike Bunting. Other species may includdack-chested Snake Eagleale Chanting
GoshawkPurple Rdler, Half-collared Kingfisher and Goldetailed Woodpecker.

Day 4: Tundavalato BenguelaaToday after an early breakfast
En r out e |ookdutfolraptorsieagudireg Brown Snake Eadleemajestic Bateleur and elusive
Ayresd s HBEaglkAlong theway,we may al so see Great Spotted
African Grey Hornbill and Southern Whitg¥owned ShrikeWe should arsie at our camp by mid
afternoon, tkrebyallowing usthe cooler hours of the lasdternoon to enjoy some wonderful dry country
birding We 6 | | amangstsonte impressikepjies(rocky hills), dry thicketsand huge Baobab trees
for a number of species at the northern edge of their raoge of which one would expect to semly

in Namibia.PossibilitiesncludeHa r t | u boés
Spur fowl , Ver r epotied |
Owlet, Common Scimitarbill, Acacia Pie(
Barbet, BrowrAbacked  Honeybird,
beautiful Pririt Batis, Swamp Boubou
Brubru, Blackchested Prinia Barred
WrenWarbler, Redheaded Weaver,
stunning Violeteared Waxbill andVhite-
throated Canary

Day 5. Benguelato Mount Moco. This
morning we will make our way north tg
Mount Moco. This site is now famossice
the I ittl e kFraocalin waS
recently rediscovered here after not havin
been seen for 40 yearBuring thedrive,
we will make some comfort stopswsll as Angolan Waxbill by Markus Lilje
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stoping for any unusual sightingswe
expect to arrive in the town ofuambo this
afternoon where we will be based for the
next 3nights.

Days6 & 7: Mount Moco. We have two

full days to enjoy this incredible area
travelling here each morning from our
lodgings in Huambo One of our main
targets will be thaforementionedgndemic

Swi er st r a bosveverpleasenaiel i n
that this speies is particularly shy and

we ol | require a great
perseverance teeeit! The mountairalso
supports a number otherspeciaities and

so there is plenty to look for. We will
traverse various habitats including an
isolated patch of Afnmontane forest
Miombo scrub andassociategrasslands in
order to have the best chance of seeking out
these special$n addition, ve 6 | | keep a c darlkefnandoPb 8wiftk over head

Bocagebs Sunbird by Dan

Slowly working the forest patchew e éséalchforthed el i ght f ul Laur a(@@se) Wood
which usually alerts one to its presence by its sweetsong ma r t B o thatf@ages . thdfhrest a t
undergrowth  Ma r g a r, andthiesndebhim Angala Slaty FlycatcherBoth Bar-tailed Trogorand

Orange Ground Thrush have been recordbdy are howeverare and we would coumiurselvesrery
fortunateto see thern

Time spent in the Miombo scrub should prodaddifferent set of specialmicludngL u d wi gés Dou
coll ared, Oust al et § Blackxaollated Bubo) Affiead Spott&du Crdeper ahd

Anc hi et a$everaBsaeddaters can [7 L T _ T R
seen in the area including the interestil} %' : :
Angolan Waxbill, while an isolated [
population of Dusky Twinspot also occur
here. In thegrasslandswe may be lucky to
find Fi n s d¢taricdin African Marsh
Harrier, Common and Blackumpel
Buttonqualils, African Grass Owl Marsh
Tchagra Fantailed Grassbird Capped
Wheatearand Angola Lark.Other notable
species occurring in the area incluBed
necked Buzzard, Ruwenzori Nightjar
S c h al Twumadops Copperailed Coucal,
Western Tinkerbird, Blackacked Barbet,
Olive WoodpeckerAfrican Golden Oriole,
White-tailed Blue Flycatcher, Rufotzellied - ‘
and Miombo Tis, Cabani soés Red-crested Turaco by Markus Lilje

Rockjumper Birding Tours t
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Black-andrufous Swallow, Striped
Pipit, Evergreen Forest Wiaer,
Rockloving, Wailing and Lepe
Cisticolas,Sooty ChatMiombo Rock
Thrush, Grey Apalis African Hill
Babbler, Bronzy Sunbird, Red
headed Weaver, Favbreasted
Waxbill, Orangewinged Pytilia,
Thick-billed Seedeater, Yellow
crowned and Blaclaced Canaries
and Cabanisdés Buntin

Day 8: Huambo to Kumbira Forest,
Gabela. This morning we will
continue north towards Gabel&n
route we will make severalroadside
stops along any productiveareas of
forest and enjowa furthertasteof the

Gabela Bushshrike by Dubi Shapiro

exciting Angolan scarp forest birding.

Loud, raucous calleerebetray the presence dfa exquisitely beautiful Redr est ed Tur ac o,
most attractiveendemi¢ and we will find this delightful bird rather common in these forests. The
impossibly deefmootsemanating from thanderstoryd on 6t bel ong t o some undi
to another giant, the beautiful Gabon Coucal. Bird parties ah@madthe commonest biepppearso be

Fal kenst einecked) GreenteuvHiclo always seems to pop into view whilst scanning! Other
highly soughtafter species here include the diminutive Yelitwwoated NicatotHa r t er t 6 s Ca ma
(an Angolan endemic sometimes split from Gbeyked Camaroptera), Rufowented Paradise

FIl ycatcher, Car mel -cotlased Sunbddad weldsRedheaded Bluehillb | e

Otherpotentialspecies in this forest patch include Afrlcan Emerald CucBbe Malkoha the bizarre
Yellow-billed Barbet Western Tinkerbird,
Black  Sawwing, Yellow-whiskered
Greenbul , Fraser 6s
Thrushes, Bufthroated and Black
throated Apalises Green Hylia, African
Blue Flycatcher, Pinkooted Puffback, &
Greenheaded, Collared, Oliveellied and
Superb 8nbirds, Darkbacked and Black
necked Weavers Rdteaded Mallmbe

Mannikin. In the lateafternoon we will
drive toour lodgingsnear Kumbiraorest

Days9 & 10: Kumbira Forest. We set out
this morning to explore the forests a
woodlands of KumbiraDuring previous
tours, we have found many of the very Anchieta's Sunbird by Jonathan Rossouw
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special birds of Gabela Forebkere
including Gabela Akalatin good
numbers (previously only known from

nine specimeny, Paleolive Greenbul,

the littlek n o wn Pulitzerds
Forest Scrub Robin, Angola Batis,

Mo nt ei r dcabela Bashsthrikes

and Reecrested Turaco.

Other species seen here include the

isolated Angolan forms of Dusky Tit,

Brown-chested Alethe both Hairy-

breasted and Nakeddced Barbets (all

possibly distinct and localized enough

to attain full species statu€palmnut

Vulture, African HarrietHawk, Red

necked Buzzard, Longrested Eagle,
Monteiro's Bushshrike by Markus Lilje Black Sparrowhawk, African

Goshawk, African Hobby, Tambourine

and Bluespotted Wood Doves, African Pygmy, Broswnoded and Striped Kingfishers, Crowrestd

TrumpeterHornbills, Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Pallid HoneyguidBrowne ar e d EIl I-i ot 6s

spotted Woodpecker s, Af r itheoated CBckooshrikds, Brown llladdpsis,i t 0

Black-throated andBuff-throatedApalises,African Yellow Warbler, Ashy Flycather, Blueheaded

Crested FIl ycatcher, Gor geous -bfeastedhand iMawrgadouresl p | i t

Bushshrikes, Ma c-kappecdhRobind s  Shr i ke Re d

Chat, Southern Hyliota, Blaekroated and Yellow

bellied Wattleeyes, Carmelie, Greenrheaded and

Olive Sunbirds, the attractive Browsapped and

Vieillotds Bl ack We afacedr

Crimsonwing, Grey (Blackailed) Waxbill and Black

faced Canary.

Red

Day 11. Kumbira to Tombingo Forest,
N6 Dal a tAtienah earlybreakfat we will make
our way to Tombingo Foresthich lies in the northern
scarp forests. An interesting selection of forest bi
occur here and we should have tae afternoon and
following early morning tosearch forRedfronted
Parrot, Piping and African Pied Hornbills, Blu
Malkoha,Nakedfaced Barbet, Greebacked, Brown
eared and Yelloe r est ed Woodpe
Bushshrike, Blackvinged Oriole, Honeyguide
Greenbul, Yellowbrowed Camaroptera, Rufoug
crowned Ereramela,African Shrikeflycatcher,Sooty
Flycatcher,Chestnuwinged Starling,Greenthroated :
and Superb Sunbirdsand Redheaded Malimbe, Gabela Akalat by Dubi Shapiro
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amongst otherAtdusk we 6 | | k ed fortha crdpusculdBat Hawk andAfrican Wood Owl.

45 | Day 12: Tombingo Forest to Kinjila
(Calandula). After breakfastwe 6 | | enj
some early morning birding before

making our way to Kinjila. Leaving the

scarp forest behindwe travel through

some interesting Miombo woodland

before visiting the fabulous Calandula

Falls. These are the second negtansive

falls in Africa - after Victoria Falls and

well worth a visit

Ther eaf t erourwaydtd somema k e
nearby patches afallery forest where one
of the prize targets for thenere tour
resides- the highlysoughtafter andvery

: attractiveWhite-headed RobuiChat. This
Woodhouse's Antpecker by Markus Lilje location is where the type specimaithis
most stunning and impressive of the rebin
chats was collecte@dnd where it was rediscoveratter 40 years foundto befairly common in 2005.
We were only thdourth birding tour to ever visit this sit@nd here are probably less thane hundred
birders alive who have seen thisry speciakpecies

It really is a beautifulspecies aside from beingextremelylocalised having an interestingcolour
combination andinusualbehaviour of running along branchéssis alsoone ofthe largesbf all robin

chats However, 1 is rathershy and so patience and perseverance are necessary tdséavith our
allotted timeherewe shouldmanagegood views of thisnega in evey sense of the word¥et another
highlight of this areaiB r a z z a 6, whicMwaerenhjayad stunning views of2012and 2016

Day 13:Kinjila re gion. Apart from therobin-
chat there are a number of interesting spec
that we may see in the gallery forest. The
includethecuteWhitees pot t ed FI

Turaco, Broaebilled Roller, Greyheadedand
Blue-breastedKingfishers, stunning Double
toothed Barbet, Blackthroated Wattleeye,
Squaretailed Drongo, Yellowthroated
Leaflove, White-chinned Prinia, Brown
llladopsis, Grey-winged RobirChat, Brown-
headed Apalis Banner ma nahd
Dark-backed Weaver.

In the climax Miombo woodlands we wil
seach for Af ri can Hobby,

L e v ai ,Blaeck and dhackbilled Cuckoos,
African Barred OwletPalebilled Hornbill, the Yellow-bellied Wattle-eye by Dubi Shapiro
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|l ocal i zed andnlavelyi Bldaclka 6 s
backed Barbet White-breasted
Cuckooshrike,Whistling Cisticola, scarce
Miombo WrenWarler, Arrow-marked
Babbler, Sharpailed Starling, Miombo
Scrub Robinand st unni ng , Anch
Western  Violetbacked and Copper
Sunbircs. Wetlands nedy may produce
African Finfoot, Chirping Cisticola, Marsh
Widowbird and Re¢headed Queledn the
eveningwe will look for African Scops Owl

| and Pennanwinged Nightjar.

Day 14: Kinjila to Quitexe. We head north
again this morning towards Quitexe. Today
is mostly assigned to travel, but wee 6 | |
check any bridges for Retiroated ClIiff
Swallows and stop for any unusual

White-fronted Wattle-eye by Markus Lilje

sightings

Day 15: DamengolaForest. We havea full day to explore
these wonderful northern scarp forests. Our prime target
ist he | ovely ende miWehd®e agood
chance of finding this very recently rediscovered spec
This is yet another extremdlycalisesdendemidhatveryfew
birders have seerOther forest species we may see hé

include Afep and Western Bronzeaped Pigeors, Great |
Blue and Guinea TuraspAfrican Emerald Cuckoo, Dusk
and Olive Longtailed CuckoosSpeckled Mousebirdlue-
throated Rber, Chocolatebacked Kingfisherthe beautiful
Black Beeeater, impressive Black-casqued Hornbill,
SpeckledandRedu mped Tinkerbirds
ElIliotds Wo o-cblpwed Bushishrike Miakn
footed Puffback, Velvemantled Drongo, Rufougented
Paradise Flycatchegwamp Palm BulbulGreen Hylia,Tit-
Hylia, Yellow Longbill, Banded Prinia, Grepacked
CamaropteraDusky-blue FlycatcherBlue-throated Brown
and Little Greersunbirds, Yellow-mantled Weaver, Creste(
Malimbe,Wo o d h 0 u s e 6 sandAhite-preastddad |
Chestnutbreasted Nigritas.

During our 2011tour, we also recordedNhite-collared
Oliveback,a new species for the countgnd a major range
extensionto boot It is also a species that we have sin
recorded several time$hisis, in fact,a very undebirded
area and hence there may well be more exciting discove—
awaiting us hereln the surrounding scrub ampgasslands Redbacked Mousebirds by Dubi Shapiro
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we ol | w Bluehkaded €oucal,
Blue-breasted Beeater Brownbacked
ScrubRobinand Brown TwinspotOther
speciesthathave been rarely recorded in
the region include Whiterested Tiger

Eagl e, Ca-fale,mRédeadeda w k
Lovebird, Whitebellied and Shinindplue
Kingfishers, Blackandwhite-casqued
Hornbill, Bristlenosed Barbet,Lyre-
.| tailed Honeyguide, African Piculet,
& White-throated Greenbul, Whiiled
Antthrush, Cassi-nds
bellied Paradise Flycatcher, Western
Black-headed Batis, Scalyreasted
Gabela Helmetshrike by Dubi Shapiro I _I II ado psi 5_1 F r-feosteglr 0 s
Nigrita and Blak-bellied Seedcracker;
howeverwe can count ourselves particularly lucky if we see any of these species!

Day 16: Quitexe to Kissama National Park We will departQuitexeearly for the long drive back to
Luanda. En route, wenay stop off at a wetland where we have recordgguacco HeronAfrican
Openbill, Fulvous Whistling and Knaobilled Ducks, African Swampheand Longtoed Lapwing(an
isolated population)Thereafter we will make our way Kissama MtionalPark, which protectsl10km
(68 mileg of coastline south of Luanda, as well as a variety of great birding habigbsclude West
Africads most s 0 u t hCuania Rivenflacdmam ohat ¢esmswith Wwater bivda, s t
riverine forests ad a mix of dry woodland tyjge

After settling into outodgewe wi | I be ready for the updmtmi ng
late afternoon we should fintle lovely Whitefronted Wattleeye whichprefers dense riverindickets

and flocks of Golderbacked Bishop & )\
foraging nearby.Birding in Kissama | St
produces an eclectic mix of both dr oy
country and forest species, and othy \4"' o
notable potential birds  Little |~
Sparrowhawk, Grey Kestrel, the neal.
endemic  Ruppell's Parrot, Blac|"
Scimitarbill, Southern Yellovbilled
Hornbill (the local smaller form is likely
to be split as a
Cuckooshrike, Green and Loihgled
Crombecs, the neandemic Rufous
tailed Palm Thrush and Angaoid@atis.
Over three hundred species have beg
recorded in the reserve, and we will 1
doubt be kept very busjuring our time
hered

Braun's Bushshrike by Jonathan Rossouw
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Day 17: Kissama NPto CuanzaRiver. This morningwe will

visit an interesting section of Kissamatibnal Park wherewe

have met with some incredible successethe pastA remote

dry riverbed surrounded by a wonderful riparian fora&iws
easy access for birding the best sections of this forest. On
previoustours we scored with not one but two groups of the
mythical Gabela (Angola) Helmetshrike! Seen by only a few
birders this will no doubt be our primary target in this fantastic
area. Other great birds recordéttre include Redecked
Spurfowl, elusive Gretriped Francolin, Olive Lontailed
Cuckoo (a major southern range extension for this species),
Narina Trogon, Ydow-bel | i ed Greenbul ,
Bushshrike, Forest Scrub Robin, Yelkbellied Wattleeye and
Swamp (Gabon) Boubou.

Thereafter we will make our way to the northern part of the park
and, if we have found our targets and time allows, we can visit
Musulu Lagoon, which harbours a wonderful selection of gulls,
terns and waders. These include Kelp and Gesded Gulls,
Gull-billed, Caspian andVest African Crestederns, Eurasian
Rufous-tailed Palm Thrush Curlew, Bartailed Godwit, Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, Little
by Clayton Burne Stinti and moreFrom here we will move through to our lodge
situated on the mighty Cuanza River, where we will overnight.

Day 18: Cuanza River and departure.This morning we will have an opportunity to bird the area. This
stunning mangrowéined river can be quite productive, and here we will search for-Bleasted
Kingfisher, Angolan Swallow, the neandemic Bubbling Cisticola, Mangrove (Motsewn) Sunbid,

only recently discovered along this river and a major southern range extension of this species, and, if we
are fortunate, the lovely Orange Weaver.

The Cuanza River mouth provides huge
sandbars for roosting terns and waders and
we are likely to find @spian,West African
Crested(a flock of over one thousand i
2011") and Sandwich Terns, plus a number| of
waders including Common Greenshank,
Curlew Sandpiper, Whimbrel, Grey Plover
and Whitefronted Plover. Other possiblé
species include Western Ospreyriéan Fish
Eagle and Palmut Vulture. African
Manatees do occur ijln the river but wedd ble
exceptionally fortunate to see one!
Thereafter we will freshen up and enjagy

breakfast before heading off to Luandaere
the tour will conclude. West African Crested Terns by Markus Lilje
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