Brazil
South East Mega
1st October to 24th October 2022 (24 days)

South East Mega Extension
24th October to 29th October 2022 (6 days)

Brazilian Merganser by Dubi Shapiro

When most people think of Brazil they think of Rio, Carnivale, Sugarloaf Mountain and endless beaches.
When birders think of Brazil, they think – ENDEMICS. Amongst other claims to fame, Brazil hosts a
spectacular array of endemic flora and fauna, including more than a reasonable share of stunning
endemics. The South East of Brazil is a critical endemic zone, one that we will cover in a single Mega
style tour.
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Our tour covers a section of the Cerrado biome, focussing on the tricky Brazilian Merganser before
concentrating on the threatened Atlantic Forests, seeking out a myriad of remarkable and rare endemic
species. Habitats range from high mountains to lowland gallery forest encompassing such famous sites
as Ubatuba, Intervales and Itatiaia.
THE TOUR AT A GLANCE…
SOUTH EASTERN MEGA
Day 1
Belo Horizonte to Canastra National Park
Days 2 & 3

Canastra National Park

Day 4

Canastra National Park to Pompéu

Day 5

Pompéu

Day 6

Pompéu to Serra do Cipó

Day 7

Serra do Cipó

Day 8

Serra do Cipó to Caraça Sanctuary

Day 9

Caraça Sanctuary to Rio de Janeiro via Belo Horizonte

Day 10

Rio de Janeiro to REGUA via Arraial do Cabo

Day 11

REGUA to Nova Friburgo

Day 12

Nova Friburgo

Day 13

Nova Friburgo to Itatiaia National Park

Day 14

Itatiaia National Park to Paraty

Day 15

Paraty to Ubatuba

Day 16

Ubatuba to Campos do Jordão

Day 17

Campos do Jordão to Salesópolis

Day 18

Salesópolis to Peruíbe

Day 19

Peruíbe to PETAR

Day 20

PETAR

Day 21

PETAR to Intervales State Park

Day 22

Intervales State Park

Day 23

Intervales State Park / São Paulo for departure

Day 24

Intervales State Park to Joinville for extension / or depart from São Paulo

RBL Brazil - South Eastern Mega Itinerary
SOUTH EASTERN MEGA EXTENSION
Day 1
Arrive in Joinville
Day 2

Joinville to Urupema

Day 3

Urupema to São Francisco de Paula

Day 4

São Francisco de Paula to Lagoa do Peixe

Day 5

Lagoa do Peixe

Day 6

Lagoa do Peixe to Porto Alegre
TOUR MAP…
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL…
Day 1: Belo Horizonte to Serra de
Canastra National Park. We depart Belo
Horizonte today heading to Serra de
Canastra National Park. This afternoon is
dedicated to travel, and we should arrive at
our lodging just before dark this evening.
Days 2 & 3: Serra de Canastra. The Serra
da Canastra National Park, in southwest of
Minas Gerais, has some of the most
breathtaking and undiscovered landscapes in
Brazil. It has almost 200 000 hectares and
covers 6 municipalities. We will be based in
São Roque de Minas. The region is the
cradle of many rivers that help form the São
Francisco and Paraná basins. The landscape
Maned Wolf by Forrest Rowland
alternates between rocky fields (campo
rupestre) full of delicate flowers, typical
cerrado (open grasslands, wooded savanna, typical savanna) and gallery forests with lush Atlantic
vegetation. It is in these environments that endangered animals, such as the Giant Anteater, Maned Wolf,
Giant Armadillo and the Brazilian Merganser are protected. Our main target here is, of course, the
Brazilian Merganser and our first day will be solely dedicated to finding it. Depending on local up-todate information, the guide will decide if the group will begin the search in the lowlands or highlands.
Due to its rarity and sensibility, it is forbidden to use playback for the merganser. The strategy here is to
choose one of its many territories/visiting/feeding areas and wait. Patience is key in this situation. Besides
the merganser, there are several cerrado birds that we will have to look for in the highlands (plateau). To
access this area of the park we will have to drive 8km in a treacherous dirt road until we reach the plateau.
Entering the park, we will be birding on the main road looking for cerrado specialties.
In addition to having good chances of
seeing the rare Brazilian Merganser, there
are several other species that live in this
habitat of high altitude cerrado, such as
the Campo Miner, Sedge Wren, Cocktailed Tyrant, Sharp-tailed Tyrant, Blackmasked Finch, among others. We have
great chances of finding the Brasilia
Tapaculo in the streams that are in the
high part of the mountain range. There are
also some areas of gallery forest, where
we can find the beautiful Helmeted
Manakin. Other species include: Yellowrumped
Marshbird,
White-striped
Warbler, Ochre-breasted Pipit, Golden-

Cock-tailed Tyrant by Lev Frid
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capped Parakeet, Greater Rhea, White-banded Tanager,
Cinereous Warbling Finch, Great Pampa Finch, Redlegged Seriema, Toco Toucan, White-rumped Tanager,
White-wedged Piculet, Large-billed Antwren, Collared
Crescentchest, Firewood Gatherer and many more.
Day 4: Canastra National Park to Pompéu. We have a
little more time to bird Canastra if need be, before we hit
the road towards Pompéu. We have a 5-6 hour drive ahead
of us, but we should arrive in time for some initial
exploration of the surrounding habitat.

Sharp-tailed Tyrant by Dubi Shapiro

Day 5: Pompéu. This is the crake paradise in Brazil. Two
brothers, the ‘Pompeu Twins’, have spent time habituating
a few crake species. We have good opportunities of seeing
some ‘true ghosts’ such as: Ocellated Crake, Rufous-faced
Crake, Grey-breasted Crake. Unlike Serra da Canastra or
Serra do Cipó, the habitat here is not protected. We will
cover long distances of degraded habitat from our hotel
based in town, birding from patch to patch through
preserved cerrado looking for the various targets we need.

Aside from the crakes already mentioned above, a few other species we will look for include Russetcrowned Crake, Coal-crested Finch, Chapada Flycatcher, Chestnut-capped Foliage-gleaner, Checkered
Woodpecker, Black-faced Tanager, Least Nighthawk, Caatinga Puffbird and more. Although the crakes
will be our primary targets, we have a good opportunity to catch up on any cerrado species that we might
have missed in Serra da Canastra.
Day 6: Pompéu to Serra do Cipó. We
leave Pompéu behind us today and
head east to Serra do Cipo. We will
have time this afternoon for an initial
birding foray around Lapinha da Serra
where we will spend the night.
Day 7: Serra do Cipó. Often desertlike in places, with lush streams and
high mountains, the Serra do Cipo is
home to some unique endemics. The
park covers 33 800 hectares of
designated parklands, acquired to
preserve the endemic plant and animal
life of this serra (mountain) system. A
remarkable place; one that cannot be
missed on a visit to the state of Minas
Gerais.

Cipo Canastero by Dubi Shapiro
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This will be our first chance of seeing the
astonishing Hyacinth Visorbearer as well as our
only chance of finding the endemic Cipo
Canastero and Cipo Cinclodes, the latter two
requiring a tough hike from an altitude of
1100masl to as much as 1500masl.

Horned Sungem by Dubi Shapiro

Our focus will be directed at the endemics, but
a number of other specialties are likely to be
seen here including Rock Tapaculo, Horned
Sungem, Checkered Woodpecker, Lesser Grass
Finch, Pale-throated Pampa Finch, Blue Finch,
Streamer-tailed Tyrant, Stripe-tailed Yellow
Finch and Cinereous Warbling Finch. We will
of course also try for Marsh Tapaculo, another
rarely seen ghost – though we must consider
ourselves lucky to even hear this bird.

Day 8: Serra do Cipó to Caraça Sanctuary.
We will spend more time birding Serra do Cipó if needed, otherwise begin making our way to Santuario
de Caraca, one of the most impressive drives in the entire country. Huge dome monoliths, massive mesas,
deep canyons, and lovely rural countryside will take up our time this morning. The 3 hour drive will be
broken by a birding stop here and there, though we will plan to make it to the monastery in time to get
settled in for a full afternoon’s birding and the show this site is most famous for – the Maned Wolf
feeding.
This monastery founded more than 400
years ago, is an active home to monks and
devout Catholics gathered from around the
world for remote prayer and simplicity.
The area of land it sits on is a complex of
properties some 22,000 hectares in extent
run as part a patrimonial heritage village
and wildlife conservation property - home
to more than 300 species and one
spectacular mammal in particular – Maned
Wolf. For decades, the monks of the
sanctuary viewed the wolves as their
neighbours, and long ago began leaving
some food out for them. Though wild, the
wolves continue to come to the monastery
in the evenings for a snack, before heading
back out to hunt. This site is undoubtedly
the best place in the world to view this
magnificent animal.

Hyacinth Visorbearer by Dubi Shapiro
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There are plenty of nice birds we
will enjoy here, as well as
beautiful views! Being housed in
the monastery is an experience in
and of itself, and our meals will be
prepared by the Sisters of the
convent.
Our main target here is Serra
Antwren, but we will also have
chances to see many other species
such as the Grey-backed Tachuri,
Cinnamon Tanager, Gilt-edged
Tanager,
Brassy-breasted
Tanager, Pale-throated Pampa
Finch, Hepatic Tanager, Orangeeyed Thornbird, Blackish Rail,
Saffron Toucanet by Dušan Brinkhuizen
White-shouldered
Fire-eye,
Scaled Woodcreeper, Pin-tailed
Manakin, Velvety Black Tyrant amongst many others. We also have a second opportunity for Hyacinth
Visorbearer and Rock Tapaculo.
Day 9: Caraça Sanctuary to Rio de Janeiro via Belo Horizonte. We will spend the morning birding
around Caraça. After lunch we will transfer to Belo Horizonte to catch an evening flight to Rio de Janeiro
where we will spend the night.
Day 10: Rio de Janeiro to REGUA via
Arraial do Cabo. We depart Rio de
Janeiro early for a three-hour drive to
Arraial do Cabo. Our primary purpose for
visiting the area is to bird the sea-level
restinga environment to find the Restinga
Antwren. Currently most world lists treat
this species as being part of the Serra
Antwren complex. However, several
ornithologists (including the Brazilian
Classification Committee) believe that this
isolated population, with a different
morphology is indeed a valid species and
sadly in danger of extinction due to habitat
loss. Whilst searching for our target, we
may find Brazilian Tanager, Hangnest
Tody-Tyrant and Sooretama SlatyAntshrike. We expect to arrive in REGUA
later this afternoon.

Black-capped Piprites by Dušan Brinkhuizen
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Day 11: REGUA to Nova Friburgo.
We will spend the morning birding the
lowlands of REGUA, searching for
Rufous-capped Motmot (often giving
itself away with a distinctive call),
Rufous-tailed Jacamar, Long-billed
Wren, hummingbirds such as Reddish
Hermit and White-chinned Sapphire,
Yellow-throated Woodpecker and
Chestnut-backed Antshrike. Antwrens
are often in good attendance, including
White-flanked, Unicolored and Rufouswinged, although it might take more
searching to find Crescent-chested
Puffbird or the scarce Brazilian
Laniisoma (Shrike-like Cotinga). In the
afternoon we will head to Nova
Friburgo. We will begin our exploration
of the area this afternoon.

Day 12: Nova Friburgo. Located in the mountainous region of Rio de Janeiro State, the main birding
location for us here will be the Pico da Caledônia, in Serra dos Órgãos, at an altitude of 2255 meters
above sea level. It is one of the highest mountains in Rio de Janeiro. We will depart the hotel early and
drive as far up the mountain as possible, before hiking the road between the altitudes of 1800 and 2000m,
prime habitat for Grey-winged Cotinga. Other targets
include Black-and-gold, Diademed Tanager, Large-tailed
Antshrike, Rufous-tailed Antbird, Serra do Mar
Tyrannulet, Rufous-backed Antvireo, Bay-chested
Warbling Finch, Green-crowned Plovercrest, Whitebrowed Woodpecker and many others.
In the afternoon, we will drive to a sight around 90minutes
away for Three-toed Jacamar.
Day 13: Nova Friburgo to Itatiaia National Park. We
have some more time around Nova Friburgo this morning
if need be, otherwise we shall begin making our way to
Itatiaia National Park some six hours away.
Itatiaia National Park covers an area of over 300km² and is
one of the best-known birding sites in southeast Brazil,
with pristine Atlantic Forest ranging from 700m up to
2800m in elevation. Within the park, close to 400 species
of birds have been recorded including over 50 Atlantic
Forest endemics. Our lodge is located at mid-elevation

Surucua Trogon by Dušan Brinkhuizen
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inside the park. Time permitting, we
will spend the afternoon birding the
lodge grounds and surroundings to look
for
mixed
species-flocks
and
specialties. Top birds that we might run
into on our very first afternoon include
Saffron
Toucanet,
Green-billed
Toucan, Surucua Trogon, Maroonbellied Parakeet, Dusky-legged Guan,
Yellow-legged Thrush, Green-headed,
Brazilian
and
Golden-chevroned
Tanagers, Rufous-capped Motmot and
Blue Manakin.

Day 14: Itatiaia National Park to
Paraty. Today we shall make an early
Scaled Antbird by Dušan Brinkhuizen
start and drive to the higher parts of
Itatiaia National Park. We will bird the well-known Agulhas Negras road and make our way up to roughly
2400m in elevation. Target species that we will seek amongst mixed-species flocks include Black-capped
Piprites, Rufous-backed Antvireo, Thick-billed Saltator, Red-rumped and Bay-chested Warbling Finch,
Diademed and Brassy-breasted Tanager, Olivaceous Elaenia, Golden-winged Cacique, White-rimmed
Warbler, Serra do Mar Tyrannulet and the scarce Sharp-billed Treehunter. Black-and-gold Cotinga is a
rare and localized endemic that we will try to find by listening for its characteristic high-pitched whistle.
Long-tailed Antshrike, Rufous-tailed Antthrush and Rufous-tailed Antbird are some of the tougher
understory skulkers we hope to find. Higher up in the more open grasslands and scrubby habitat we will
seek out endemics such as the localized Itatiaia
Spinetail and Green-crowned Plovercrest. A
handful of attractive tyrant flycatchers that we
might encounter along the Agulhas Negras
road include Shear-tailed Tyrant, Blue-billed
and Velvety Black Tyrant. After a full day of
birding we will head back to our lodge in time
for dinner.
After lunch we’ll travel to the lovely colonial
town of Paraty located right on the coast. We
may have time to do some birding in the
wetlands and mangroves nearby.
Day 15: Paraty to Ubatuba. The morning
will be dedicated to finding Black-hooded
Antwren. The distinct (and attractive!)
antwren has a very localized distribution along
the coast and it might take us some effort to
find it. The birding in the area is exciting and

Long-tailed Antshrike by Dušan Brinkhuizen
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other species that we might encounter in these
humid forests include Fork-tailed PygmyTyrant, Yellow-throated Woodpecker, Scaled
Antbird, Chestnut-backed Antshrike, Orangeeyed Thornbird, Tufted Antshrike, Riverbank
Warbler and Green-headed Tanager to name a
few. We’ll then make our way over to Ubatuba
for the night, around 90 minutes away.

Most of the forest around Ubatuba is protected
by the Serra do Mar State Park, which
comprises almost the entire São Paulo State
Coast covering 332,000 hectares. A
combination of easy access and the rich
avifauna makes Ubatuba one of the prime
birding destinations in the Brazilian Atlantic
Forest. We will visit one of the most famous
Buff-throated Purpletuft by Dubi Shapiro
spots here; Sitio Folha Seca. The property
owner has been feeding hummingbirds and tanagers near his home for many years. There are well over
20 species of hummers that have already been recorded there! Targets that we will be searching for
include Buff-throated Purpletuft, Fork-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant, Sao Paulo Tyrannulet, Ochre-breasted
Foliage-gleaner, Black-cheeked Gnateater, Chestnut-bellied Euphonia, Red-necked Tanager, Green
Honeycreeper, Slaty Bristlefront, Rufous-capped Antthrush. At the hummingbird feeders we may see
Saw-billed Hermit, Black-throated Mango, Brazilian Ruby, Sombre Hummingbird, Glittering-throated
Emerald, Versicolored Emerald, Black Jacobin, Scale-throated Hermit, Festive Coquette, White-chinned
Sapphire, Amethyst Woodstar and more.
Day 16: Ubatuba to Campos do Jordão. We will
spend a few more hours around Ubatuba if needed,
or make our way to Campos do Jordão State Park
some three hours away.
This state park is located in the Serra da
Mantiqueira, another important remnant of interior
Atlantic Forest with large tracts of Araucaria
forest. It is one of the best-known sites for the
Vinaceous-breasted Amazon, our key target here.
Finding this Endangered parrot can be fairly tricky
so we might have to wait until the late afternoon
for roosting birds to fly in. Araucaria Tit-Spinetail
is another speciality of these forests but it should
be easier to find. The fancy Black-capped Piprites
is generally rare but Campos do Jordão is a really
good site for it. The same holds for the neat Sharpbilled Treehunter. Other highland specialties that
we might get include Serra do Mar Tyrannulet,

Black-cheeked Gnateater by Dušan Brinkhuizen
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Bay-chested and Buff-throated Warblingfinch, Green-crowned Plovercrest, Rufousbacked Antvireo, Large-tailed Antshrike,
Black Hawk-Eagle, Diademed Tanager and
the rare Black-and-gold Cotinga.
Day 17: Campos do Jordão to
Salesópolis. We will have further time
around Campos do Jordão for any species
we may not have found the previous
afternoon before moving onwards to
Salesópolis.

Salesópolis is one of the very few places in
the world you can see the critically
endangered Sao Paulo Antwren, only
Variegated Antpitta by Dušan Brinkhuizen
described to science in 2014. The species is
restricted to preserved marshes surrounded
by Atlantic Forest. Besides the critically endangered and range-restricted Sao Paulo Antwren, there are
a few other target species such as Bertoni’s Antbird, Orange-breasted Thornbird and Drab-breasted
Pygmy-Tyrant. Whilst birding the open swamp, we’ll keep an eye out for Pileated Parrots flying overhead
as well as having a chance of seeing Blackish-blue Seedeater.
Day 18: Salesópolis to Peruíbe. We’ll spend our morning birding the Salesópolis area before travelling
to Peruíbe around 4 hours away. Peruíbe is characterised by restinga, sandy and nutrient-impoverished
soils that are frequently associated with a lowelevation plains, beach ridges and lagoon
systems.
We’ll spend the afternoon birding in nearby
Itanhaém, primarily hoping to see Red-tailed
Amazon as they fly in to their roosting site.
Other highlights of our afternoon include
Azure Jay, Black-backed Tanager, Channelbilled Toucan, Buff-bellied Puffbird, Blondcrested Woodpecker, Black-capped Screech
Owl, Grey-hooded Attila, (Atlantic) Longbilled Wren, Squamate Antbird, Robust
Woodpecker, Bicolored Conebill and
Unicolored Antwren.
Day 19: Peruíbe to PETAR. We’ll head off
to PETAR this morning, a journey of around
3 hours. Located in the south of the state,
PETAR (Touristic State Park of Alto Ribeira)
has one of the highest concentration of caves

Vinaceous-breasted Amazon by Clayton Burne
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(more than 350) in the world. There are
also dozens of waterfalls, both traditional
and quilombola communities, trails and
archaeological/paleontological sites. A
true paradise hidden between valleys and
mountains located within the largest
preserved Atlantic Forest patch in Brazil
(250 000 hectares).

Day 20: PETAR. In order to improve
our chances of finding a number of the
crucial species, we will have a local guide
from one of the traditional communities
join us for the day. Despite this, if we see
even half of the following targets, we
could consider ourselves very luck;
Such’s
Antthrush,
Yellow-legged
Hooded Berryeater by Dušan Brinkhuizen
Tinamou, Solitary Tinamou, Variegated
Antpitta, Black-headed Berryeater, Bay-ringed Tyrannulet, Fasciated Tiger Heron, Pavonine Cuckoo,
Bare-throated Bellbird and Blue-bellied Parrot.
Our local guide constantly monitors rare raptor nests, and we may have the opportunity of seeing Ornate
Hawk-Eagle or Grey-bellied Hawk. Depending on the time of year, we also have chances of seeing
Atlantic Royal Flycatcher and Swallow-tailed Cotinga, which are also monitored during the breeding
season.
Day 21: PETAR to Intervales State Park. We’ll leave
PETAR early this morning and head to Intervales State
Park. Part of the same forest fragment as PETAR,
Intervales is one of the most exciting places to bird in the
southeast, home to over 400 bird species! Intervales is a
great place to bird, with many roads and trails to explore
inside the park. Our accommodation is practically within
the park, allowing us to bird at any time. Intervales is
rather famous for its birding as many species are more
easily seen here than anywhere else in the world. We’ll
have the afternoon to begin our explorations and get
settled in.
Day 22: Intervales State Park. Intervales has a neverending list of great birds, many of which we hope to see
today. Highlights include Giant Antshrike, Long-tufted
Screech Owl, Dusky-throated Hermit, Purple-crowned
Plovercrest, Oustalet’s Tyrannulet, White-bearded
Antshrike, Black-fronted Piping Guan, the cryptic
Spotted Bamboowren, Slaty Bristlefront, Atlantic Royal

Spotted Bamboowren by Clayton Burne
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Flycatcher,
Red-ruffed
Fruitcrow,
Red-and-white
Crake, Spot-winged Wood
Quail, Solitary Tinamou,
Pileated
Parrot,
Whitebrowed
Foliage-gleaner,
Wing-barred
Piprites,
Hooded Berryeater, Brown
Tanager,
White-breasted
Tapaculo, Bertoni's Antbird,
Long-trained Nightjar and
many, many others. Two very
rare species to be found here
are Russet-winged Spadebill
and Helmeted Woodpecker,
but we would have to be
exceptionally lucky to see
either.

Day 23: Intervales State Park / São Paulo for departure. We will spend the morning searching for as
many of the outstanding targets as we can before enjoying a final lunch together. After lunch, the group
will divide up depending on participation on the extension.
For those not continuing onwards with the extension, you will be transferred by land to São Paulo – a
drive of approximately 7 hours. We will overnight at a hotel near to São Paulo International Airport,
convenient for departures the next day.
For those continuing onwards for the
extension, we will spend another afternoon
birding
around
Intervales.
Day 24: Intervales State Park to Joinville
for extension / or depart from São Paulo.
For those departing Brazil today, we shall
transfer from our hotel to the airport after
breakfast where the tour will conclude.
For those who are proceeding with the South
Eastern Mega Extension, we will transfer to
Joinville, a drive of around 6 hours. En route
we will pass Guaratuba and ITAPOÁ (RPPN
Volta Velha) for our first chances of seeing
Marsh (Parana) Antwren and other interesting
targets. We expect to arrive in the late
evening.

Giant Antshrike by Dubi Shapiro
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South Eastern Mega Extension

Chilean Flamingo by Glen Valentine

Day 1 (Day 24 of main tour): Arrive in Joinville. Today is set aside as an arrival day. Those continuing
from the main South East Mega tour can expect to arrive late this evening.
Day 2: Joinville to Urupema. Joinville is the biggest city in the province of Santa Catarina and home
to numerous birds, surely one of the most important hotspots of the Atlantic Forest. The reason for this
richness (>440 species) is the variety of environments that range from mangrove and lowland forest up
to montane forest.
This morning we will Volta Velha Private Reserve, which protects 875 hectares of lowland Atlantic
Forest and was one of first places where Kaempfer’s Tody-Tyrant was found after its rediscovery in the
late 1990’s. The primary reason for our visit is a small number of special South Brazil endemics:
Kaempfer’s Tody-Tyrant, Marsh (Parana)
Antwren, Scaled Chachalaca and Restinga
Tyrannulet. We will have further chances
for a number of birds we may have missed
over the previous days of the main tour
such as Russet-winged Spadebill, Threestriped Flycatcher, Wing-barred Piprites,
Black-backed Tanager and many others.
After a successful morning, we will search
the nearby mangroves for Scarlet Ibis,
Mangrove Rail and Yellow-crowned Night
Heron.
We will spend much of the afternoon
transferring to our next destination –
Urupema.

Saffron-cowled Blackbird by Glen Valentine
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Day 3: Urupema to São Francisco de Paula.
Urupema is located in the state of Santa Catarina,
situated some 1450 meters above sea level, in a valley
surrounded by the Morro das Torres. It is considered the
coldest town in Brazil, with temperatures reaching -9ºC
during the winter! The landscape here is unique; a mix
of rocky outcrops (campo rupestre) and Araucaria
Forest, a subtype of Atlantic Rainforest where the
Brazilian Pine Tree (Araucaria angustifolia) is the
dominant tree species.
Our primary targets here include Striolated Tit-Spinetail
and Long-tailed Cinclodes. We will also look for
Freckle-breasted Thornbird, Grey-throated Warbling
Finch, Planalto Tapaculo, Mottled Piculet, Hellmayr's
Pipit, Chestnut-backed Tanager, Black-and-White
Monjita, Chimango Caracara, Long-tufted Screech Owl
and Blue-and-Yellow Tanager.

Swallow-tailed Cotinga by Adam Riley

We will spend the heat of the day driving to São
Francisco de Paula.

Day 4: São Francisco de Paula to Lagoa do Peixe. The municipality of São Francisco de Paula is
situated at 900 meters above sea level in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, the Southernmost state of Brazil.
Here we will look for a number of montane bird species in the Araucaria forests located within the São
Francisco de Paula National Forest. On our way to the reserve, we will also look for some natural field
and marsh birds.
Our main targets in the region are
Straight-billed
Reedhaunter
and
Saffron-cowled
Blackbird.
Other
highlights include Rufous-tailed Attila,
Lesser Grass Finch, Black-and-rufous
Warbling Finch, Olive Spinetail,
Brown-breasted Pygmy Tyrant, more
chances for Blue-bellied Parrot and
other montane forest birds such as
Purple-crowned
Plovercrest
and
Swallow-tailed Cotinga. If we are
lucky, we could even see Chaco Eagle.
After an enjoyable morning, we shall
travel from the highlands of São
Francisco de Paula to the coastal plains
south of Porto Alegre. The small town

Pinnated Bittern by Clayton Burne
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Black-necked Swan and cygnets by Adam Riley

of Tavares will be our base for the coming days from where we will visit the amazing Lagoa do Peixe
National Park.
Day 5: Lagoa do Peixe. Lagoa do Peixe is quite different from the other National Parks and reserves
visited on our tour. It is located between Lagoa dos Patos ‘duck’s lake’ and the Atlantic Ocean, on and
between parallel lines of dunes right on the coast. The area consists of a mosaic of different habitats
including freshwater lakes, saltwater lagoons, marshes, grasslands, coastal plains, restinga scrub, sand
dunes and mudflats. The National Park was created in 1986 to protect an important wintering zone for
migratory birds, especially shorebirds from both the Arctic and Antarctic. We will spend the whole day
birding in this exciting area where we will scan for larger birds such as Chilean Flamingo, Black-necked
and Coscoroba Swans, Greater Rhea and Plumbeous Ibis. The wetlands and marshes in the area are home
to many species of ducks, coots, crakes and grebes including Pinnated Bittern, Ringed, Silver and
Speckled Teals, Rosy-billed Pochard, Red-gartered and White-winged Coot, Dot-winged Crake, Redand-white Crake, White-tufted and Great Grebe and Giant Wood Rail. Other specialties that are found in
the area include Hudson’s Canastero, Common Miner, Curve-billed Reedhaunter, Sulphur-breasted
Spinetail, Bay-capped Wren-Spinetail, Correndera Pipit, Austral Negrito, Crested Doradito, Wren-like
Rushbird and Many-colored Rush Tyrant.
Day 6: Lagoa do Peixe to Porto Alegre. We have another morning to bird the Lagoa do Peixe area
before we transfer to Porto Alegre where the tour will conclude.

RBL Brazil - South Eastern Mega Itinerary

17

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS:
Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this
tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT INFORMATION below.
The tour fee includes:
• All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 24 of the main tour; and from lunch on day 1
to breakfast on day 6 of the South Eastern Mega extension.
• Drinking water;
• All lodgings;
• Ground transportation;
• Extra activities mentioned in the itinerary;
• Reserve entrance fees; and
• All local guiding services
The tour fee does not include:
• Visa fees;
• ANY flights;
• Any drinks;
• Any tips and gratuities; and
• Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature.
Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single
accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose
to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that
a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share.
IMPORTANT NOTES:
a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price
is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies
listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually
4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates,
which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency.
b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party
supplement will have to be charged.
c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have
to be adjusted as a result.
d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper
leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt
to adhere as close to the original program as possible.
Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour.
However, this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader. If, therefore, you feel that he has given you
excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip him.
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Special Notes:
• Our Mega tours are very fast-paced birding adventures designed for the dedicated lister and
serious birder. The focus of the tour is to see as many of the endemics and area specials as possible
in our given time. In order to cover the necessary route to maximise the species list we therefore
stay for only a single night at most sites.
• This tour is not suitable for novice birders or dedicated photographers.
• We have timed our visit to coincide with the dry season and we can expect the weather conditions
to be favourable, mostly dry and sunny. However, it is generally hot and very humid in the
lowlands and foothills. At higher altitudes, daytime temperatures are pleasant, but it can get quite
cold at night or when it rains. On most mornings, we will be up and out early to take advantage
of the cooler temperatures and wildlife activity.
• This Brazil tour DOES require a high level of fitness, and participants should be in good general
health as much of the birding will be done on foot and may require walking for several hours at
a time. Should you have any physical limitations or medical conditions please notify us in
advance of departure.
• The vehicles we use are comfortable. Most roads are of a good standard, although we should
expect some bumpy conditions when leaving the paved road.
• Accommodation is mostly of good to medium standard.
ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS:
This tour does not include ANY airfares. The main tour will begin with a transfer from Belo Horizonte
to Canastra National Park on day 1 just after lunch, please arrive in advance of this time. The tour will
conclude after breakfast at São Paulo International Airport on day 24.
The South East Mega Extension will begin with an arrival day in Joinville on day 1. The tour will
conclude in the late afternoon at Salgado Filho International Airport, Porto Alegre (IATA: POA) on day
6.
The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure
information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially
confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly
contact the Rockjumper office.
FLIGHTS:
São Paulo International Airport, São Paulo (IATA: GRU) is the primary port of entry to Brazil for these
tours and is well serviced by all major airlines. Please DO NOT book any flights until you have
consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour.

