ROCKJUMPER

Worldwide Birding Adventures

China

Yunnan Extensionl
16" May to 229 May 2023(7 days)

Sichuan Birding |
22" May to 9" June 2023 (19 days

China is a vast l and of remar kabl e diversity.
rewarding birding hotspots and we will explore some of the most pristine and remote regions for the
many special breeding resideniabitatsthat we shall edpre rangefrom mossdraped, broadeaved

and coniferous forests anektensie hillsides covered with bambdo thevast alpine meadows and
scrubby slope®f the Tibetan PlateauThe scenery on this tour is truly spectacular watimazing
panoramic viewthroughout the tourPheasants are of particular interest and we will be on the lookout

for an astonishng fifteenspecies These includ&Vhite Eared and BkiEared, Golden, Koklass, Blood
andLady Amher st 6s Pheas g@hinese Moha@Tibeten and Sriow Paftridgeg, o p a r
Ver r e au xRagridgd,cChirrese Grouse and Tibetan Snowcdble supporting cast includes an
astonishing ten species of Parrothiticluding Great, Threetoed, Spectacled, Astiyroated,Fulvous

and GoldenParrotbills, aswellas t he rare Pere Davi dostheQStately Wal
Blacknecked Crane, Darjeeling and Black Woodpeckers, raagticted Emei Shan Liocichla, Pere
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Davidodéos Tit, the recently descri bed -Bowedhancan T
Crested THWarblers,t he endemi c and monottypgievalPskiedal aki
Nuthatches, Sichuan Jayhe stunning Grandala and an amazing selection of laughingthrushes,
warblers, snowfinches and rosefinchéascinating cultures, dramatic and breatking landscapes, plus

a bounty of exceptional birds all make for one of the most rewarding birding expsiieatef Asia!

THE TOUR AT A GLANCEE

YUNNAN EXTENSION ITINERARY
Day 1 Chengdu to Kunming and drive to Zixishan Nature Reserve

Day 2 Zixishan Nature Reserveand to Gaoligongshan

Days3 & 4 Gaoligongshan

Day 5 Gaoligongshan to Lijiang
Day 6 Lijiang area
Day 7 Flight from Lijiang to Chengdu

SICHUAN MAIN TOUR ITINERARY

Day 1 Arrival in Chengdu

Day 2 Chengdu toTangjiahe National Nature Reserve

Day 3 Tangjiahe National Nature Reserve

Day 4 Tangjiahe National Nature Reserve to Gon@ang Ling
Day 5 Gong Gang Ling to Ruoergai, via the Baxi Valley

Day 6 Ruoergai, Baxi Valley and Tibetan Plateau

Day 7 Ruoergai to Maerkang, across the Tibetan Plataa
Day 8 Mengbishan Mountain

Day 9 Maerkang to Rilong, via Mengbishan Mountain

Days 10 & 11 | Balangshan Mountains and Wolong Giant Panda Reserve
Day 12 Rilong to Er Lang Shan

Day 13 Er Lang Shan

Day 14 Er Lang Shan toLabahe National Nature Reserve
Day 15 Labahe National Nature Reserve

Day 16 Labahe National Nature Reserveo Longcanggou

Day 17 Longcanggou National Nature Resereve

Day 18 Longcanggou to Chengdu

Day 19 Chengdu and depart
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Yunnan Extension

Wi R

Red-tailed Lughingthush by Rich Lindie A

Located insouthwestern China, Yunnan Province has recorded over 770 bird species, including several
species that are restricted to thisy area of southern Chinayeighbouring northern Myanmar and
remote nortkeast India, ranking first in China in terms of tobald species. Yunnan has a varied climate
ranging fromwarm,subtropical forests in the hills and lowlands to cool temperate forests in the higher
mountains. Highlights includeGiant and Yuman Nuthatches, Rethiled and Bluewinged
Laughingthrushes supeb Scarlet '
faced Liocichla, Chinese Baba
Chinese and Blackreasted
Thrushes, Rustgapped, Yellow
throated, Spectacled and Yunna
Fulvetta, Greyheadedand Brown
winged Parrotbills, Blackheaded
Greenfinch, Blackheaded and
Beautiful Sibia, Chinese Blue
Flycatcher, Blackstreaked Scimitar
Babbler, Godlewski s Bui
Black-bibbed Titand with much luck
the very rare Whitspeckled W %4
Laughingthrush ™ ;
Pheasant. Red-billed Blue Magpie by Rich Lindie
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Day 1: Chengdu to Kunming and

drive to Zixishan Nature Reserve.

This morning we begin the Yunnan
Extension with a flight from
Chengdu (the capital city of
Sichuan) to Kunming in southern
Yunnan province. fie provincial

capital is Kunming and is known as
the ACity of Eterna
population of 4 million and lying at

an elevation of 1,800m (5900ft).

From herewne will then embark on a
threehour drive through the hilly
terrain southwest of Kunming to
Zixishan Nature Reserve, arriving in

time for some late afternoon birding in thersunding coniferous and mixed brekshved forest. Our
well-appointed but rather rustic guest house is perfectly situated in the heart of the nature reserve. Mouth
watering species that we may already encounter this afternoon includelglzaéd Greenfoh, Black

headed Sibia,Black r east ed and Chinese Thrushes and God]l

White-collared Yuhina by Glen Valentine

Day 2: Zixishan Nature Reserveand to Gaoligongshan We will spend the entire morning birding

along the network of roads asdtletracks in Zixishan Nature Reserve. Our day will begin early with a
dawn drive in search of the rare MrwikhaloHofilotk 6s P
feeding at the road edge in the early morning. We will, however, have to be senate to encounter

this seldomseen and declining pheasant. In the large stands of pine trees, we will search for Giant,
Yunnan and Chestneented Nuthatches, while Rosy and Laaded Minivets, Greycapped Pygmy

and Great Spotted Woodpeckers, BHwed and Blackhroated Bushtits, Russet Sparrow, Eurasian

Jay, Eurasian Magpie, Astiiroated Warbler, Browb r e ast ed Bul b u lbabdlerdhayBl y t |
also be found. We will also explore the small pockets of bleaded forest in the wetter gulliésr
noteworthyspeciedike Rusty-capped, Yunnan and Spectacled Fulvetta, \Athlted Robin, Rufous

capped Babbler, Bluwinged Minla, .

Vivid Niltava, Chinese Blue and Brown
breasted Flycatchers, Rédled
Leiothrix and Greycrowned Warbler.

After a tasty lunch in the town belpwe
shall continue the drive t
Gaoligongshan where we can expect
arrive in  the early evening
Gaoligongshan is a long chain of forests
mountains that run from north to souf ™
along the Burmese border and harbour
array of mouthwatering specialitiesVe

will spend three nights at our perfect] < e ‘
situated and hospitable guest house near————— : -
the edge of the forest. Scarletfaced Liocichla by Markus Lilje
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Days3 & 4. Gaoligongshan We have
two full days inthis wonderfully bird
rich area and wilspend time birding the
lush, midaltitude broadeaved forest
that cloaks the surrounding mountains as
well as the secondary forest above our
guest house. Both habitats are prolific for
birds and we can expect a very enjoyable
and exciting time birding atgy the track
that winds its way through this beautiful
forest and from several weklppointed
and highly productive hides/blinds at the
forest edge

In the pristine forest higher up we will
search for specialities like Beautiful

Sibia, Golderhroated Bebet, Greybellied Tesia, Yellowthroated Fulvettahe very rare and secretive
Cachar Wedgdilled Babbler, Chestnutrowned LaughingthrushPygmy WrerBabbler, Collared

Owlet, handsome Yellowwheeked Tit, richlycolored Chestnutrowned WarblerBl yt hés Shr
Babbler, Chestntiiailed, Redtailed and Bluenvinged Minla, Rustyfronted Barwing and the shy and
retiring Rufousthroated and Hill Partridges.

Red-billed Leiothrix by Glen Valentine

The lower altitude secondary forest supports Wedded and Pirtailed Green Pigeons, Speckled Wood
Pigeon, Blackbreasted Thrush, Bluroated Barbet, Blaektreaked Scimitar Babbler, the splendid
Scarletfaced Liocichla, Bluavinged and the stunning Réalled Laughingthrushes, Striated, Brown
breasted, Rvescent and Mountain Bulbuls, egatching Crested Finchbill, buzzing Blattkoated
Bushtits, Chestneflanked Whiteeye, the gaudy Silvezared Mesia, Yunnan Fulvett@yey Treepie,

Grey Bush Chat, Hill Prinia, Blue Whistling Thrush, Chestpeitied Rock Thrushand Blackthroated
Sunbird. We may very well also encounter Crested Goshawk, migrating Chinese Sparrowhawk and the
magnificent Black Eagle soaring overhead

We will also visit at least one of the ma
hides/blinds that have been set up through
the lower altitude secondary forest. The
perfectly situated hides were essentially ¢
up for photographers but are now frequent
just as often by birders as they attract
number of rarely seen specialties such
Rufousthroated and Mountain Bambo
Partridges, Rethiled and Bluewinged
Laughingthrushes, Beautiful and Blac
headed Sibia, Scarl&ced Liocichla and a
number of other great birds that sho
themselves at point blank range, offeri

amazing views and photographiss + .t W e T s
opportunities of otherige difficult-to-see Goldenrthroated Barbet by Rich Lindie

Rockjumper Birding Tours y

PRV -




RBL China - Sichuan& Yunnan Extension Itinerary 7

species. These hides are now a
major feature of any birding visit to
Gaoligong and will almost certainly
prove to be a serious highlight of
the Yunnan Extension.

If we are vey fortunate, wemay
evenfindoneortwo f Gaol i gon
very rarely seen inhabitants such as
Cachar Wedgéilled Babbler,
Grey-bellied WrenBabbler or
Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler,

while an evening excursion to the

forest edge could yieldCollared

Scops Owl.

Black-breasted Thrush by Glen Valentine

Day 5: Gaoligongshan to Lijiang. After some final birding this morning we will embark on the long
drive to Lijiang where we will arrive in the late afternoon. We may encounter a few widespread lower
altitude species along the drive such as Blagiged Kite, Spottd Dove, Greater Coucal, White
throated Kingfisher, Coppersmith Barbet, Radped Swallow, Asian House and Pale Martins, Sooty
headed and Redhiskered Bulbuls, Oriental MagpRobin, Longtailed Shrike, Pied Bush Chat,
Eurasian Tree Sparrow, Crested Bangi Greybreasted and Striated Prinaeen and Blu¢ailed Bee
eaters, Oriental Whiteyeand Scalybreasted MuniaWe can expect to arrive at our very comfortable
accommodation in Lijiang city in the early evening.

Day6: Lijiang areaa Ear 'y t hi s morning we will head out 1in
slopes of the Jade Dragon Snow Mountains, peaking at an incredible 5,000m (16,400ft)! Although the
peaks rise up to that altitude, we wid birding between 2000 and 2800m (7000 and 9200ft) for most of
the morning. Our aim in particular is to find I
this species at Cangshan. It is an uncommon but regularly recorded pheasant with sigiréngften

in the early morning or late
afternoon along the roads. Oth¢
great birds we will also be
looking for include Spotted
Nutcracker, the very rare an
endangered Whitepeckled
Laughingthrush, Chinese Baba
Grey Qested, Coal, Japanes
and Greefbacked Tits, Red
billed Blue Magpie, Indian Blue
Robin, Greycrowned, Black
faced and Chestruatrowned
Warblers, Blackheaded Sibia,
Davisonos, Al
Leaf Warblers, Slatpacked and
Rufousgorgeted  Flycatchers

) & -
Beautiful Sibia by Rich Lindie
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Chinese Grosbeak by Daniel Dackwerts

Rufoustailed Babbler, the scarce Grbgaded Bullfinch
and elusive Upland Pipit. Open fields near the roads hold
Eurasian Hoopoe, Oriental Skylark, Siberian Stonechat,
Grey-backed Shrike and Russet Sparrow.

After a picnic lunch in the field weill we make our way

north of Lijiang for our afternoon birding. The drive takes

us through some dry, pireovered hills and agricultural

valleys where we can search for Yunnan Nuthatch should

we have missed it at Zixishan earlier in the trip. After
roughy an hour anadvewillahrarlifvées adir if
First Bend of the Yangtze Ri
morningbés birding. Wanamradf| f o
mixed bamboo andpen broadleaved forestalong the

Yangtze Riverand one of its trib@ries where our main

target species will be the scarce and ramgtricted Brown

winged Parrotbill. Other notable species that we may
encounter here include Blatkeasted Thrush, Mrs.

Goul d&6s Su nineaded Greenfidch & iwe kre

very lucky te rare, elusive and nomadic Yelldellied
Flowerpecker.

Day 7: Flight from Lijiang to Chengdu and final departure. Depending on the time of our flight this
morning, we may have time tasit a nearby wetland that usually harbours an array of virtds and
interesting, thicketssociated species. Eurasian Wigeon and Ferruginous Duck are usually present and
we mayalsofind Oriental Reed Warbler, Dusky and Alpine Leaf Warblers, Taiga Flycatch&lacki

faced Bunting in the surrounding thickets and low trees. The wetland edge provides habitat for migrating
Citrine and White Wagtails, Little Ringed Plov€lpmmon SnipeWood SandpipefRosyand Bl y t h ¢
Pipits and Oriental Pratincal@hereafter we will make our way over to Lijiang Airport to connect with

our flight back tocChengdu where the tour will conclude

Rockjumper Birding Tours V
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Sichuan Birding

Day 1: Arrival in Chengdu. Today is
essentially an arrival day hugince we
do have some afternoon birding planned
in a nearby city parkt would be worth
arriving this morning or the day before
to ensure that you do not miss out on any
birding.

After arriving in Chengdu, the capital of
Sichuan Province and eleventh largest
city in China, we will meet at our very
comfortable and welituated hotel in

t he city. I n t he
commence our birding of this burach

city in a nearby city park. Here we will
have a relaxing afternoon searching for
a few lowland specialities such as Chinese Grosbeak, Collared Finchbill, Mimoasedand Ashy
throated Parr ot hband Chinese Baxkbirdiledwsll alsovehjoy @ thandful ahore
widespread species like Lighented and Browabreasted Bulbuls, Oriental Maggitobin, Spotted and
Oriental Turtle Doves, Great Spotted Woodpeckeongtailed Shrike, Japanese Tit, Rednped
Swallow, Blackthroated Bushtit, Japanese Whitge and Crested Myna. Whierowed
Laughingthrushes are pleasantly comraad can be especially confiding. If we are very lucky, we may
evenfindafewofthar eads r ar er s pumpedElgatchar @rhur Ragadis€é Elycatohes,
Speckled Piculet and Tiger Shrike. After what should be an exciting and rewarding introduction to our
Chinese birding adventurere will enjoy a delicious welcome dinner antat about the fortltcoming
days.

4.1!
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Crested Tit-Warbler by David Hoddinott

Day 2: Chengdu to Tangiahe National Nature ReserveAfter some further prdreakfast explorations
around one of the nearby green spaces/¢ity
parks,we will depart our hotel and biegthe
drive north towards Tangjiahe National
Nature Reserve Forest Reserve. If we sfill

needoneortwodfhe ci tyos ,lfowl and species
we will make a late morning stop in at the
Chengdu Botanical Gardens where we are
likely encounter Blacicrowned Night
Heron, Little and Eastern Cattle Egrets, Grey
and Chinese Pond Herons, Giesgpped
Greenfinch, Redilled Leiothrix and
Rufouscapped Bablerin addition to several
of the other species we may already have
seen Alternatively, we will visit a small
wetland on the outskirts of the city where

Fire-capped Tit by Daniel Danckwerts
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