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Worldwide Birding Adventures

Ethiopia
BudgetBirding
2"4 December to 18 Decembei(12 days)

Ethiopian Wolves by Rich Lindie

Et hiopia is one of Africabés most,apmuongwbadgat ve a
tour offers a wide array adpecies and nearly all of this ancientcaupt6 s endemi ¢cs i n
12-day packageTo boot, yodl be exposed to the kaleidoscopecuofturesthat gracethis ancient

land, and all of these factors combine @asure afascinating experience ofhjust t he coun
birds, but also itsamazingmammals, includingthiopian Wolf androops ofthe incredble Geladd

The spectaculatandscapes andcenery, fascinating historygood road infrastructurediverse

cultures and astonishing wildlife make Ethiopia an esseefpéditionand for many of ouguides

this remainone oftheir topdestinationn the African continent!
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THE ITINERARY

Day 1 Arrival in Addis Ababa

Day 2 Addis Ababa to DebreBirhan via Gemasa Gede
Day 3 Debre Birhan to Addis Ababa via the Jemma Valley
Day 4 Addis Ababa to Lake Awassa

Day 5 Lake Awassa toGoba

Day 6 Bale Mountain National Park

Day 7 Goba toNegele via Bale Mountain National Park
Day 8 Negelearea

Day 9 Negele to Yabello

Day 10 Yabello area

Day 11 Yabello to Lake Langano

Day 12 Lake Langanoto Addis Ababaand depart

TOUR ROUTE MAPE
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL é

Day 1: Arrival in Addis Ababa. Today
Is essentially an arrival day. For those
whoarrive during the dayt is possible to
enjoy somebirding within city parks
Noteworthy speciethat may be seethis
include  Whitebacked Black Tit,
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher, Brown
rumped SeedeaterTacazze Sunbird,
| White-collared PigeonWattled Ibisand a
host of raptors overheadumberingboth
Egyptian and Hooded Vultures.

Day 2 Addis Ababa to Debre Birhan

via Gemasa Gedel We will leaveAddis

Ababa early and head north to Debre

Birhan, hopefully avo
Blue-winged Goose by Rich Lindie frenetic morning traffic. Our target

species for theexcursion to Gemasa

Gedelare the localised Ankober Serin, a rare and elusive Ethiopian endeistovered only in

1976, they survivealong a few kilometres of thiwind blastedgrand escarpmengs doGelada

Baboons, also known dson-headed Baboan This denselpelted, shaggy baboon is endemic to

Ethiopia and the males can often be seen flipping back their lipssima of dominance. These

animals have the closest vocal repertoire to humans of any mammal, pronouncing all consonants and

four vowels! They forage on the grasslanbe\e the escarpment and roost on ledgésaaicessible

cliffs at night. Other possiblepsciesto be found hemclude Ethiopian Siskin, Streaky Seedeater,

Moorland Chat, Whitéilled Starling,Bear ded Vul tur e, V ebreasted u x 0 s

Sparrowhawk, Peregrine Falcon, the seldom recorded Somali Starling anthilleddPipit In the

afternoon wewill thenretire to our comfortable hotel in Debre Birhan.

Day 3 Debre Birhan to Addis Ababa via the Jemma Valley An early departure from Debre
Birhan is essential in order t o bEraneotinisauits ¢ ho
most vocal, thus providing our best opportunity for seeing this elusive species.

The Jemma River is one of the ma
tributaries of the Blue Nile and it cut
a 700m (2,300ft) deep gorge throud
thelandscape. The habitat in the gorg
is dominated byAcacia woodland
while the steep sides provide habit
for some excellent endemic birds.
will concentrate our search here fq
R¢eppel l 6s Vul tur
African HawkEagle, Augur Buzzard
(dark morph birds are commonly se€
here), Lanner and Peregrine Falco
Erckel 0s Francol
Hempri chos Humped e
Swallow, Abyssinian Wheatear, th T FEE Tk #d T
endemic and | oc Red-billed Pytilia by Clayton Burne
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Black Chat, endemic Whiwinged CIiff
Chat and its more familiar cousin, Mocking
Cliff Chat, endemic Whitéilled Starling,
elusive Yellowrumped Seedeater and
Cinnamonbreasted Bunting.

We will have a picnic lunch at the river and

bird the surrounding woodlands for Blue
spotted Wood Dove,- Kl aa
billed Barbet, Eastern Olivaceous Warbler,
Lesser Whitethroat, Foxy and Singing
Cisticolas, African Paradise Flycatcher,
Masked, Wodchat and Isabelline Shrikes,
Swainsonébés Sparrow; Bus
fronted Weaver, Redollared Widowbird,
Black-winged Red and Yellow Bishops, and

both Crimsonrumped and Abyssinian
Waxbills. With a good dose of luck, we may
stumble upon the quieand inconspicuous
Redbilled Pytilia, one of the trickier
endemics that is regularly found in the Jemma Valleyhe mid-afternoon we will depart for the

drive back to Addis Ababa, where we will spend the night.

Day 4. Addis Ababa to Lake Awassa Our Ethiopian adventureontinueswith an early departure
from Addis Ababa this morning as we head into the Great Rift Valley. Our first birding stop is at
Lake Chelekcheka, axcellent site for migrant ducks and wad&egular speciesncountered here
include Northern Pintail, Northern Shoveler, Garganey, Eurasian Teal, Tufted Duck;t&ladk
Godwi t and T e Somingnthordugh she 1&fts iofrduclsd other migrantsanbe very
challenging due tthe distraction caused by tekeer number of species moving through the scrubby
vegetation near the lake edge! Common Crane ottestin staggering numbers on the far side of
the water, and we may see them flying off to forage
in huge, noisy flocks.

The well-woodedrim of the deefd.-ake Horawill
be oursecond stop. The woodlands around the |
also teem with birds and again it may pro
difficult to keep up with the seemingly endles
flow of lifers! Blue-breasted Beeater, Black-
billed Barbet, Common Redstart, Eurasi
Blackcap, Redhroated Wryneck Dark-capped |
Yellow Warbler, Rp p e | | 6-€hatRvdebter
Blackheaded Bati s, Beau
Weaver and a diverse variety of waterbir
especially deep water dig ducks, can be see
here. Thereafterye make a short stopthiesteep |
sidedLake Bishoftufor Maccoa and Ferruginou A
Ducks, Southern Pochard, Singing Cisticof-sEse
gorgeous Tacazze Sunbird, Mocking Cliff Chggses
Abyssinian Wheatear, Little Rock Thrush ar

flocks of Blackwinged Lovebird!
Rockjumper Birding Tour§ Z
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En route toLake Awassa we
will also visit Koka Dam and
Lake Ziway, all clasified as

Important Bird Areas
supporting vast numbers of
resident and migrant

waterbirds. Species we will
search  for include the
spectacular Black Crowned
Crane, Pinkbacked Pelican,
African Darter, Yellowbilled
Egret, Goliath Heron,
Hamerkop, Yellowbilled and
Saddlebilled Storks, Spur
winged and Egyptian Geese,
Knob-billed Duck, the elegant
African Pygmy Goose, African
Northern Carmine Bee-eater by Rich Lindie Fish Eagle, Western Marsh
Harrier, African and Lesser
Jacanas, Senegal Thikkee, Sedge WarbleBpurwinged Lapwing, Gutbilled Ternand Pied and
Malachite Kingfshers. Strolling along the lakeshore at Lake Ziway will allow us excellent views of
confiding Great White Pelican and the huge MaraBtark while dazzling Northern Carmine Bee
eater, migratory White and Western Yellow Wagtails (including some of théngtféddeggirace)
and the less colourful Ethiopian Cisticola can be seen around the lakelbdgpromises to be an
actionpacked day, after which we will check into our hotel on the shores of Lake Awassa in the late
afternoon.

Day 5: Lake Awassa to Goba Our prebreakfast birding stroll should yield some special birds
around our welwooded hotel grounds. Amongst our targets we hope to sekfriman Spotted
Creeper, Little Weaver, Bladhilled Wood Hoopoe, Doubloothed Barbet, Woodland Kingfisher,
hugeSilvery-cheeked Hornbill, the attractiv{
Redshouldered Cuckooshrike, Weste
Black-headed Batis, Browthroated Wattle
eye, Mourning Collared Dove, Grdyacked
Fiscal, Northern Puffback and Bronz
Mannikin. Reedbeds in thdoinity support
Greater Paintdsnipe, Black Crake, African
Swamphen, Bluéeaded Coucal, Refdced
Cisticola, Lesser Swamp Warbler an
Common Waxbill. The hotel grounds alg,
support families of Grivet Monkey, though [&:
is the regal Guereza(Black-andwhite
Colobug that will certainly steal our
attention as they leap through the trees, t
shaggy pelts and long tails trailing behind.

After breakfast we may then visit thep
remarkable Lake Awassa fish market. THp
large lake igarticularly rich in fishand the &
fishermen gut their catch and discard t™
waste around the markethis, in turn,
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attracts large numbers of grotesque
Marabou Stork and other birds.
Photographic  opportunities  are
unrivalled. We should atssee Great
White Pelican, Whitdoreasted and
Reed Cormorants, Hamerkop,
African Sacred lbis, Blackeaded,
Greyhooded and Lesser Black
backed Gulls and sometimes the
massivelyequipped  Thiclkbilled
Raven squabbling over the fish
remains.

LeavingLake Awassa, we wind our
way upwards towards the world

, ] 45 1] famous Bale Mountains National
Spotbreasted Lapwing by Greg de Klerk Park. Rugged hillsides en route may

hold a few surprises for us, and some

dedicated searching may produce thackinderirace of Cape Eagi®wl, while wetter areas hold
Rougebs Rail, Groundscr aper TsmensisubspécigsBluewinged di st |
Goose and smart Spbteasted Lapwing. At the park headquarte@imshg we will search the trails
for the colourful Chestnutaped Francolin, secretive AbyssiniGround Thrush, vocal Abyssinian
Catbird and endemic Whiigacked Black TitWith a healthy dose of luck, we may find roosting
African Wood Owl and thénighly soughtafter Abyssinian Owl in the dark recesses of a Juniper
thicket. We also hope to see a variety of mamniradyding Mountain Nyala (now entirely restricted
to the Bale Mountain massiffiMe n e b Bushbusek Bohor Reedbuclkand CommonWarthog,
unusial at this high altitude.

Day 6: Bale Mountain National Park. This will be a day of great contrasts and amazing scenery
and birding. We will depart early and ascend the Bale Mountain massif onto the Sanetti Plateau,
which lies between 3,800m and 4,377m (12,540 and 14,444ft) above sed$ewa.climb out of
Goba,we enter a Tid or Juniper forest zomeherewe will search for African Goshawk, Rufous
breasted Sparrowhawk, Whitheeked Turaco, thiecalised Abyssinian Woodpecker, Cinnamon
Bracken Warbler, African Hill Babbler, Montane Whege and Yellowbellied Wadbill.

Upon reaching this uniqueis )
plateay we will be diving on RS
Africads R ipapding s
close to the si§
second highest mountain. Thi
habitat i s -alpine
mo or | an d aharacterid [}
by Jibrra, or Giant Lobelias tha
tower like monolithic giants ove
the rich tussock grasslands a
extensive cushionsof yellow
Everlasting flowers. This site ig
an Important Bird Area of [&
immense significance, supportin|
seven globally threéaned species-—SS=te £

and near |l y al | o f Abygsinian YWagdperkey iy Bavid Hoddinott
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Highland biome species. The
plateau holds the only Afrotropical
breeding populations of Ruddy
Shelduck, Golden Eagle and Red
billed Chough. We will also search
for Black Stork, Wattled Ibis,
Chestnuinaped and  Moorland
Francolins, Rouge
(particularly common and confiding
here), endemic Bluevinged Goose,
Spotbreasted Lapwing, Wattled
Crane, Thekla sLark, migratory
flocks of Redthroated Pipit,
Abyssinian LongclawRedbreasted
Abyssinian Ground Thrush by Rich Lindie Wheatear, dumpy Moorland Chat
and vast flocks of endemic

Ethiopian Siskins.

These grasslands are estimated to support an incredible biomass of 4,000kg (8,8001Ib) of rodents per
hectare. This obviously attracts an array of raptors andheeld see Steppe and Golden Eagles,
Augur Buzzard and elegant Pallid Harrier courting over this green sea. They share this abundant food
source with the plateauds most cel ebrated res
unenviable title ofit he wor | d 6 sWatchmg thesd vibrardlyh doldured animals, most
closely related to the European Timber Wolf, exhibiting their hunting prowess whilst pouncing on
Giant MoleRats (another endemic to the Sanetti Plateasjyislya mong Afri cadés gr e
experiences. We should enjoy excellent photographic opportuinitiess unique montane habitat.

Finally, we will reach the escarpment of this elevated plateau and stare dowghtlhe clouds at

the vast Harenna Forest beloWme permitting,we make visit the upper slopes of this forest this
afternoon.This remarkable forest is the largest intact forest block in Ethigmd the largest
protected Afrealpine forest on the cdinent. It still supports populations of Lipand the only
surviving forestdwelling African Wild Dogs. Although unlikely that we will see either of these
species, the descent through this breathtakingly beautiful ,-dnaped forest is inspirational. Her

we will search for the uncommon Mountain Buzzard, African Olive Pigeon, Lemon and Tambourine
Doves, African Emerald Cuckoo
Abyssinian Woodpecker, Narina
Trogon, Brown Parisoma (representg
by a subspecies endemic to this Natio
Park), Abyssinian Crintwing, African
Citril and Yellow-crowned Canary.ater
in the day, we will head back to our hot
in Goba.

Day 7. Goba to Negele via the Bale
Mountain National Park. Today we
will depart early and once again asce
the Bale Mountain massif onto th
Sanetti Plateau. After crossing th
fascinating areagain,we drop intothe
Harenna Forest. As we lose altituee :
will exit the forest zone and enter Golden-breasted Starlingby Rich Lindie

Rockjumper Birding Tours t
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progressively drier thorn savanna in this
remote, southernsector of Ethiopia.
Along the dusty drive, we can expect to
start adding a number of new species to
our burgeoning list including Reahd
yellow Barbet,  Goldenbreasted,

S h el bnelSupesb StarlingdNorthern
Redbilled and Eastern Yellowilled
Hornbills and Lilaebreasted Roller.

Finally, we will reach a dry wadi on the
Genal e River, home to
soughta f t er endemi c, Rus
The bird is named after an Italian Prince,
its hapless discoverer, who was killed by
an elephant soon after collecting the type
specimen in the 18@6. It took another 50

Ruspol i 6byCliytom Bune years before explorers saw theraco

again, and only in the 19@) was

anything revealed about this bird. We will search fruiting fig trees along the wadi and, with the help
of local farmerswve should enjoy excellent views of this veryusual and beautiful turaco. We will
arrive in Negele in the early evening and check into our basic hotel.

Day 8 Negelearea. East of Negele lies a unique open grassland, the Liben Plains, to which the little
knownA r c¢ hleark & sestricted. This species belongs to the unusual déetesomirafrg which

also includes South AfricaRudd 6és Lar k, and i s endamgeréeddieds end o0 n
Earth. We will walk through these plains in search of this special bird, which we hope to watch
performing its parachute display flight. We should also find small parties of hovering Lesser Kestrel,
giantKoriBust ar d ( t hiestflying bind)gMhiseb b e v ed Bustard, Tem
Black-winged Lapwing, the range restricted Somali Shoet Lark, Plaifbacked Pipit and Pectoral
patch Cisticola. I f webre very lucky, wenmay
Crake.

Further east of Negele we willbird the
increasingly dry woodland and thor
savannatowards the Somali border. Thi
area supports recently found populatio
of t he tricky e
Seedeater,scarce Golden Pipit, elusive
Rednaped Bushshrike, White-winged
Black Tit, Pri ngl ebds Pu
streaked Tchagra Foxy Lark, Somali
Crombec, Taita Fiscal, Reddnted Barbet,
gaiish Goldenrbreasted Starling, attractivs
flocks of Whitecrowned Starlings, Somal
Crow, African Silverbil, S h e Isl
Sparrow and&Somali Bunting. Large troopg
of Olive Baboon may also be encounter
here and we s hou-did
and possibly @renuk.

D6Arnauddés Barbets by
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Day 9: Negeleto YabelloToday 6 s
drive along another long and seldom
travelled road takes us near to the
Kenya border and finally to the
Yabello region, home to two of
Et hi opi a0 s soughtafters t
endemic birdshoth listed as globally
threatened: the enigmatic
Str eseman rcrov andB u s h
glistening Whitetailed Swallow.
This area of Acacia savanna is
characterised by giant red termite
mounds (some towering 5m above
the plains!) and boththese birds
Stresemannds Bushcrow b geem to be associated in some way
with these marvels of natural
architecture. Theocial Buskrow (or Zavattariornig was only discovered in 1938 and its affinities
have yet to be establishadth certainty Although it appears starlidgke, it is presumed to be most
closely related t&€rows

Several birding stops will break the journey, the most notable being a stop at the Dawa River in search
of Juba Weaver, Whiteringed Collared Dove and Bladlellied Sunbird. Other noteworthy birds we

may encounter en route to Yabello include Somali Courser, Magpie StaBiagk-throated and
D6Arnaudds Barbet s, Py gmy B aRedfrented Warbkdeg iPaple Ti t ,
GrenadierBlack-capped Social Weaver, Std#lie Whydah and its hoddJack-cheeked Waxbill.

Day 10: Yabello area We have the whole day to bird the Yabello area and get betieaiated

wi t h Str es eomandWlitdailed Svgaliow. Other birds we will be looking for are Gabar
Goshawk, the shriksized African Pygmy Falcon, Yellownecked Spurfowl, glamorous flocks of
Vulturine Guineafowl, BlacKacedSandgrouse, Mottled Swift, Tree Pipit, the localisedeRgyed
Thrush,ventriloqual Spotted Palm Thrush, African Grey Flycatcher, Pale Prinia, Ydbelied
Eremomel a, Banded Parisoma—Huntergs and- Shin
Sunbirds, Superb and Wattled Starlin@hestnut
Sparrow, Yellowspotted Petronia, Greyapped
Social Weaver, Chestnut Weaver, Greemged
Pytilia, Whitebellied Canary and Whiteinged
Widowbird.

A night drive in this exciting area could produge
DonaldsoRS mi t h 6 s a-taitbd Ngghtgrs, ¢ e r
Greyish EagleOwl, Northern Whitefaced Owl and
Threebanded Courser. Nocturnal mammal sightings
haveincluded Striped and Spotted tyas, Serval,
African Wild Cat and Ethiopian Genet.

Day 11 Yabello toLake Langano. After breakfast
we will depart Yabello and make our way back nofth
towards Addis Ababa on what is, essentially, a trayel
day. In the lateafternoon we will reach our
comfortable hotel on the shoreslatke Langano Little Rock Thrush by Clayton Burne

Rockjumper Birding Tours w

PO = <t .




