Hungary & Austria
Birds, Wine & Music
23rd August to 6th September 2022 (15 days)

Hungarian Parliament Building also known as the Parliament of Budapest.

Austria and Hungary were once the centre of the wide-ranging Austro-Hungarian empire, and the
two countries are filled with historical landmarks and cultural significance befitting such a history.
On this tour we will visit the centuries-old wine region of Tokaj, enjoy performances of classical and
traditional gypsy music and visit the immaculate and history-filled cities of Vienna and Budapest.
Both countries also have numerous natural and semi-natural areas that hold typical Palearctic
species such as Bearded Reedling and Eurasian Penduline Tit, European Bee-eater, Northern
Goshawk, Eurasian Nuthatch and Eurasian Jay. Permanent and temporary wetlands teem with
herons, ducks, raptors and shorebirds including Western Marsh Harrier, White-tailed Eagle,
Common Crane, Garganey, Red-crested Pochard and Spotted Redshank, while the largest grasslands
in Europe house the massive Great Bustard and Eurasian Dotterel. There’s no better way to explore
Europe’s birdlife, culture and cuisine!
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THE TOUR AT A GLANCE…
THE ITINERARY
Day 1
Arrival in Budapest and transfer to Kiskunság National Park.
Days 2 & 3

Kiskunság National Park

Day 4

Kiskunság National Park to Hortobágy National Park

Day 5

Hortobágy National Park

Day 6

Hortobágy National Park to the Zemplén Hills

Day 7

Zemplén Hills

Day 8

Zemplén Hills to Bükk National Park

Day 9

Bükk National Park

Day 10

Bükk National Park to Budapest

Day 11

Lake Neusiedl

Day 12

Rax and Schneeberg

Day 13

Lake Neusiedl to Vienna

Day 14

Vienna city tour

Day 15

Vienna and departure
TOUR MAP…
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL…
Day 1: Arrival in Budapest and
transfer to Kiskunság National
Park. Upon arrival in Budapest,
the capital city of Hungary, we
will make the hour-long drive to
our hotel near the bird-rich
Kiskunság National Park. If time
permits we will explore the hotel
grounds for migrating song birds
including Wood and Willow
Warbler, and Spotted and
European Pied Flycatcher, as well
as resident Black and Middle
Spotted Woodpeckers, Short-toed
Treecreeper and Hawfinch. More
common birds of the area include
Bearded Reedling by Adam Riley
Wood Pigeon, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Eurasian Nuthatch,
Great, Blue and Long-tailed Tit, Eurasian Blackbird, Song Thrush, the charming European Robin,
Common Chaffinch, European Goldfinch, European Greenfinch and Yellowhammer.
Along with the lakes and fishponds, areas of temporarily flooded grassland attract good numbers of
herons, egrets, ducks and waders. August is also a great time for raptors which hunt ground squirrels
and rodents in the grasslands. The steppes host the biggest populations of Great Bustards in Europe.
Days 2 and 3: Kiskunság National Park. Over the next two days we explore the mosaic of steppes,
alkaline lakes and fishponds of Kiskunság National Park. Created in 1975, this national park
comprises seven separate areas set in a maze of farmlands and has been recognised by UNESCO as
a biosphere reserve incorporating natural and pastoral elements. The park hosts the largest population
of Great Bustards in Europe and we will focus our search for this magnificent species in an area of
farmlands and grasslands not far from our hotel. Western Marsh and Montagu’s Harriers are regular
while the elegant Pallid Harrier is also a possibility. Red-footed Falcons gather in flocks and we might
admire them in all stages of plumage as they hunt for insects above the grasslands. Grey Partridge
has decreased in Hungary due to
hunting, but the park is one of its last
strongholds and, with luck, we might see
it running across open fields or erupting
from the grass. Migratory European
Roller, European Bee-eater, Eurasian
Golden Oriole, Lesser Grey and Redbacked Shrikes should still be around,
resting up before their journeys south to
Africa. Other species we can expect to
see in the grasslands and pastoral areas
include Common Buzzard, Common
Kestrel, Eurasian Skylark, Crested Lark,
Eurasian Stone-curlew, White and
Western Yellow Wagtails, Whinchat,
Hawfinch by Adam Riley
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European Stonechat, Northern Wheatear, Hooded Crow, Rook, Eurasian Magpie and Corn Bunting.
The fishponds and lakes host a good
diversity of water-related birds, and we
will search for such species as Garganey,
Ferruginous Duck, Common and Redcrested Pochard, White-tailed Eagle,
Grey and Purple Herons, Little and
Great Egrets, Eurasian Spoonbill,
Pygmy Cormorant, Caspian and Blackheaded Gulls, Common Tern, Reed
Bunting and Eurasian Penduline Tit and
Bearded Reedling. The food-rich
marshes and flooded grasslands are a
magnet for migrating waders and
raptors. There is a good chance for
Eastern Imperial Eagle and Saker Falcon
here, while Northern Lapwing, Ruff,
Eurasian Curlew and Black-tailed
Godwit are regular. In the evenings we
Great Bustard by Ignacio Yufera
will enjoy two splendid classical music
concerts. On one night we will be treated to a private performance by the Liszt Chamber Orchestra,
and for the other we will venture to one of the finest music halls in Budapest, the Müpa – sure to be
an utterly memorable experience!
Day 4: Kiskunság National Park to Hortobágy National Park. After some morning birding we
leave the Kiskunság area and travel east towards Hortobágy National Park, where we will spend two
nights. Our route takes us through good raptor country and, along with more common species, we
will be on the lookout for Eastern Imperial Eagle and Saker Falcon. We should arrive at our
comfortable hotel on the edge of the national park in the afternoon.
Day 5: Hortobágy National Park. Founded in 1973 and covering 800 km2, Hortobágy is Hungary’s
oldest national park and its largest
protected area. It is also a UNESCO
World Heritage Site thanks to the
safeguarding of traditional handicrafts
and pastoral practices in the area. A
unique feature of the landscape are the
tall T-shaped sweep wells, just one
example of centuries-old land-use
technology in the park. Although part of
the largest natural grassland in Europe,
the park is best known among birders for
its famous fishpond system; Hortobágy
Great Fishponds. We should see several
White-tailed Eagles and it will probably
be impossible to keep count of the
Western Marsh Harriers! Non-breeding
Common Cranes, Little Egret, Squacco
and Purple Herons, Eurasian Spoonbill,
Red-crested Pochard by Glen Valentine
Pygmy Cormorant, Great Crested and
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Little
Grebes,
Garganey,
Ferruginous
Duck,
Common
Pochard and other common duck
species are found at the numerous
waterbodies.
Drained
ponds
provide ideal habitat for migrating
waders, from the most common like
Ruff,
Common
Greenshank,
Spotted and Common Redshanks,
Curlew Sandpiper and Little Stint
to the rarities such as Temminck’s
Stint and Marsh Sandpiper.
Flocks of Bearded Reedling and
Eurasian Penduline Tit are
Eurasian Dotterel by David Erterius
common in the reedbeds, where we
might also spot skulking Great
Reed, Common Reed and Sedge Warblers. Bushes lining the fishponds should hold a variety of
migrating passerines including Lesser and Common Whitethroats, Pied, Spotted and sometimes even
Red-breasted Flycatchers, aa well as Wood and Willow Warblers. Our tour coincides with the arrival
of Eurasian Dotterels, which spend three months on the park’s southern steppes as migration stopover. Flocks of up to 50 individuals are not uncommon and we have a good chance of approaching
quite close to these confiding birds. Other grassland species possible in the area are Red-footed
Falcon, Montagu’s Harrier, Northern Lapwing, Eurasian Skylark, Tawny Pipit, European Stonechat,
Northern Wheatear and Corn Bunting.
Day 6: Hortobágy National Park to the Zemplén Hills. We leave the Hortobagy and head further
east through an area of farmlands, grasslands and steppes where we have more chances for Eastern
Imperial, Lesser Spotted and Short-toed Snake Eagles, Long-legged Buzzard, Montagu’s and maybe
Pallid Harriers, Saker Falcon and Red-footed Falcon. In the afternoon we reach the historical wine
region of Tokaj, where viticulture dates back to at least the 12th century! Central to the region is the
scenic volcanic cone of Tokaj Hill, which produces a variety of microclimates ideal for winemaking.
The area is home to the famous dessert wine, Tokaji Aszu (known as Tokay in English countries),
the world’s oldest botrytized wine which even gets a mention in the Hungarian national anthem! We
will we arrive at our hotel nestled in the rolling Zemplén Hills by the late afternoon and our evening
will be reserved for tasting
delicious local white wines, from
more recent dry styles to
traditional sweet dessert wines.
All the while, local experts will
relate the history of the area and
guide us through the tasting
process.

Pygmy Cormorant by Adam Riley

Day 7: Zemplén Hills. We have
a full day to explore the Zemplén
Hills, one of the most pristine
parts of the country. The hills
stretch to the Slovakian border
and are predominantly covered
by deciduous woodlands. We
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have a good chance of finding Golden and Lesserspotted Eagles, while Northern Goshawk,
European Honey Buzzard and Eastern Imperial
Eagle are also occasionally recorded. The area is
home to Hungary’s largest Ural Owl population,
and we will try to locate this amazingly
camouflaged bird in the old beech forests.
Woodpeckers are also well represented with nine
species including Black, Grey-headed, Middle
Spotted and White-backed Woodpecker. Some of
the old quarries have Eurasian Eagle-Owl, and if
we opt to stay out until dusk we may have a
chance of seeing this magnificent bird.
Day 8: Zemplén Hills to Bükk National Park.
After breakfast we make our way through bynow-familiar pastoral scenery en route to the
Black Woodpecker by David Erterius
Bükk Hills, which we should reach in the
afternoon. We will bird the productive grounds of the hotel in search of Middle Spotted Woodpecker,
a regular here, while Black, Eurasian Green, Syrian and Lesser Spotted Woodpecker are also possible.
Our hotel for the next two nights is renowned for its cuisine, and our meals here are likely to be one
of the gastronomic highlights of the tour. A delicious dinner will be combined with tasting of local
white and red wines including the famous Bull’s Blood, a hearty red blended from three to eight
varietals and matured in oak barrels. We will also visit a fantastic wine cellar carved into the volcanic
rock to learn about the history of wine making and to gain insight into the local wines.
Day 9: Bükk National Park. Today we spend the full day in this scenic park, whose eroded limestone
mountains contain the longest and deepest caves in Hungary. More than 97% of the park is forested,
and we will explore these beech and oak woodlands to search for Black, Grey-headed and the elusive
White-backed Woodpecker. During our walks we will visit an abandoned quarry where we hope to
find Rock Bunting, while the more common birds of the forest should include Great Spotted

Chain Bridge, Budapest
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Woodpecker, Northern Raven, Eurasian Jay, Eurasian
Nuthatch, Eurasian Treecreeper, Eurasian Wren, Great,
Blue, Marsh and Long-tailed Tits, Common Blackbird,
Song Thrush, European Robin, Common Chiffchaff,
Eurasian Blackcap and Common Chaffinch. The southern
Bükk Hills is one of the best places in Hungary for
butterflies, and there are likely to be many species still on
the wing, adding to the visual splendour of this lovely park.
That evening at dinner we will be entertained by an
authentic local gypsy band performing traditional gypsy
music for us. After the feast and music, those who wish to
may accompany a bat expert in setting up mistnets at a small
pond just five minutes from the hotel. This is a perfect way
to see these little-seen creatures up close and learn a bit
about them. It is quite possible to see up to six species of
bats during the 1-2 hour session.
Day 10: Bükk National Park to Budapest. We leave the
scenic Bükk Hills behind and return to the historical capital
of Budapest in the centre of the country. Here we will
Ural Owl by David Hoddinott
indulge in a spot of sight-seeing in this magnificent city. We
will stroll around Heroes Square, the city’s largest square
which was laid out in 1896 to mark the 1000th anniversary of Hungarian conquest. Next, we will
wander around the Castle District to view Fishermen’s Bastion, the neogothic Matthias Church with
its beautiful coloured tiles, numerous medieval buildings and quaint narrow cobbled streets. Lastly,
we drive up to Gellert Hill, for a short walk to enjoy the incredible view of the city below us, with
the magnificent Building of the Parliament on one side of the mighty Danube River and Castle Hill
on the other. After a day filled with incredible monuments we will head to our hotel near Lake
Neusiedl on the Austro-Hungarian border, where we will stay for the next three nights.

Heroes Square, Budapest
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Day 11: Lake Neusiedl. Today we visit
the wetlands near the quaint village of
Sarród in Hungary and the shallow
alkaline pools on the Austrian side of the
border. These are home to many birds
including Greylag Goose, Pygmy
Cormorant, Common Shelduck, Redcrested
and
Common
Pochards,
Ferruginous Duck, Purple Heron, Little
Egret, Eurasian Spoonbill, Black and
White Storks, Western Marsh Harrier,
White-tailed Eagle, Pied Avocet, Blackwinged Stilt, Kentish, Common Ringed
and Little Ringed Plovers, Northern
Lapwing, Black-tailed Godwit, Eurasian
Curlew, Ruff, Spotted Redshank,
Common Greenshank, Wood, Green,
Common and Curlew Sandpipers, Dunlin,
Alpine Chough by Clayton Burne
Temminck’s and Little Stints, Caspian
and Black-headed Gulls, Whiskered, Common and maybe Caspian Terns, White and Western Yellow
Wagtails, Bearded Reedling and Eurasian Penduline Tit. We will lunch in one of the lakeshore
villages, where birds might include Syrian Woodpecker, Black Redstart, Eurasian Tree Sparrow and
European Serin before returning to our hotel in the late afternoon.
Day 12: Rax and Schneeberg. This morning we venture out to Rax, a limestone massif that reaches
2,007 metres high. If weather conditions permit, we will board the Raxseilbahn, a cable car that ferries
visitors up to the high plateau at an altitude of 1500 meters. In the alpine habitat, we will keep an eye
out for Ring Ouzel, Alpine Chough, Common Crossbill, Lesser Redpoll, Water Pipit and Northern
Chamois. The area is excellent for wild flowers and butterflies as well. In the afternoon we move
across to Schneeberg, at 2,076-metres the highest mountain in the Eastern Alps. Here we will explore
the mixed beech and spruce forests for
Crested and Willow Tits, Whitethroated Dipper, Grey Wagtail, and both
Black and Grey-Headed Woodpeckers
along with more common forest species
we have become familiar with on our
strolls through the woodlands of
Hungary. There is also a chance for
Spotted Nutcracker and impressive
Golden Eagle.

Golden Eagle by Megan Taylor

Day 13: Lake Neusiedl to Vienna.
After breakfast and some more birding
in the area we travel through tranquil
countryside to Austria’s capital, Vienna
where we will enjoy a leisurely day in
the city. In the evening we will attend a
classical music concert in one of
Vienna’s music halls.
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Day 14: Vienna city tour. We end our tour with a guided sightseeing tour of this incredible cultural
city. We will walk in the footsteps of the Habsburgs, getting a sense of the lustre and glory of the old
empire by visiting the splendid baroque Schönbrunn and Belvedere Palaces, or stroll along the
magnificent Ring Boulevard and take a look at the heart of the formerly vast Habsburg empire, the
Imperial Palace. Until 1918, the monumental Hofburg was the centre of the far-reaching Habsburg
empire. Schönbrunn Palace, the former summer residence of the imperial family is one of Europe's
most impressive Baroque palace complexes. The towering St. Stephen's Cathedral – the symbol of
Vienna – is one of the most important Gothic structures in Austria. We will end off with one of the
city’s more modern landmarks, the colourful and quirky Hundertwasserhaus, a residential block of
flats bearing all the wackily creative hallmarks of Friedensreich Hundertwasser, Vienna’s radical
architect and lover of uneven surfaces.
Day 15: Vienna and departure. Depending on flight times we might have time for some early
morning exploration of the city. Thereafter we will transfer to Vienna International Airport where we
will catch our international departures back home.
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS:
Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this
tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below.
This includes:
• All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 15;
• Bottled drinking water;
• All lodgings;
• Ground transportation;
• 2 classical music concerts (1 in Budapest, 1 in Vienna);
• Wine tasting dinners in Tokaj and Bukk Hills;
• Cultural city sightseeing in Budapest and Vienna;
• Reserve entrance fees;
• Extra activities as mentioned in the itinerary; and
• All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services).
The tour fee does not include:
• Visa fees;
• ANY flights;
• Any beverages;
• Special gratuities;
• Telephone calls and
• Laundry and other items of a personal nature.
Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single
accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you
choose to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to
ensure that a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share.
IMPORTANT NOTES:
a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour
price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other
currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final
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invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single
supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency.
b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small
party supplement will have to be charged.
c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may
have to be adjusted as a result.
d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper
leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will
attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible.
Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour.
However, this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have
given you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them.
Special Notes:
• It is important for the comfort of your fellow travellers that you do not over-pack. Kindly stick
to 20 kg (44lb) for check in luggage and 8kg (+-18lb) for hand luggage.
ARRIVAL and DEPARTURE DETAILS:
This tour does not include any airfares. The tour begins in the Hungarian capital city of Budapest on
day 1 with a group transfer to Kiskunság National Park. The tour will conclude at Vienna International
Airport, Austria after breakfast on day 15.
The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and
departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been
officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this
regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office.
FLIGHTS:
Budapest Ferenc Liszt International Airport, Budapest, Hungary (IATA: BUD) and Vienna
International Airport, Vienna, Austria (IATA: VIE) are the main ports of entry and departure on this
tour and are well serviced by several international airways. Please DO NOT book any flights until
you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour.

