
 

Thailand 
Small Group Tour 

Southern Rainforest Birding Extension 
8th March to 14th March 2022 (7 days) 

Northern & Central: Asian Birding at its Best 
15th March to 1st April 2022 (18 days) 

 
Siamese Fireback by Markus Lilje 

 

Thailand is quite simply the quintessential birding destination of Southeast Asia, boasting a fantastic 

diversity of habitats ranging from high mountain peaks draped with rhododendron forest to extensive 



RBL Thailand ï Northern and Central & Southern Extension Itinerary  2 

 

 

 

mudflats and dense tropical lowlands resounding with birdsong. This tour is designed to take advantage 

of the influx of migrants from the north in addition to an amazing array of Asian species, including a 

host of localised and range-restricted specialities. Siamese Fireback, Silver Pheasant, Great Hornbill, 

Long-tailed Broadbill, Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo, Blue Pitta, Great Slaty and Black-headed 

Woodpeckers, Spoon-billed Sandpiper, Ratchet-tailed Treepie, Spot-breasted Parrotbill, Giant Nuthatch 

and Green Peafowl are just some of the potential highlights of this incredible tour! Furthermore, 

culturally, Thailand has few equals, and you will have opportunities to visit some of the many spectacular 

pagodas and shrines that adorn this friendly, varied and spectacular land. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCEé 

 

SOUTHERN THAILAND EXTENSION:  

Day 1 Arrival in Bangkok  

Day 2 Bangkok to Krabi  and transfer to Khao Nor Chuchi 

Day 3 Khao Nor Chuchi 

Day 4 Khao Nor Chuchi afternoon drive to Phang Bay National Park 

Day 5 Phang Nga to Similan Island 

Day 6 Sri Phang Nga National Park drive back to Krabi 

Day 7 Krabi Mangrove to Bangkok 

 

THE ITINERARY:  

Day 1 Arrival in Bangkok  

Day 2 Bangkok to Kaeng Krachan via Petchburi 

Days 3 & 4 Kaeng Krachan National Park 

Day 5 Kaeng Krachan National Park to Khao Yai National Park 

Days 6 & 7 Khao Yai National Park 

Day 8 Khao Yai to Bangkok, flight to Chiang Mai 

Day 9 Chiang Mai to Mae Ping National Park via Huai Hong Khrai  

Day 10 Mae Ping National Park to Doi Inthanon 

Days 11 & 12 Doi Inthanon National Park 

Day 13 Doi Inthanon to Fang 

Day 14 Doi Lang  

Day 15 Doi Lang &  Thaton 

Day 16 Fang to Doi Angkhang via Doi Lang 

Day 17 Doi Angkhang 

Day 18 Doi Angkhang to Chiang Mai flight to Bangkok and departure 
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Southern Thailand Extension 
 

Southern peninsular Thailand showcases a rich 

lowland forest ecosystem supporting many 

seldom-seen bird species. During this 

extension, we will be targeting a wonderful 

array of lowland forest specialities, including 

Blue-winged, Mangrove and Malayan Banded 

Pittas, Black Magpie, Red-crowned Barbet, and 

an assortment of colourful kingfishers and 

broadbills. The nocturnal birding here is also 

fabulous and we stand good chances of finding 

Oriental Bay Owl, Barred Eagle-Owl, Spotted 

and Brown Wood Owls, and Gouldôs and 

Blythôs Frogmouths. Furthermore, we will 

explore the nearby mangroves by boat and 

enjoy a day trip to the Similan Islands to find 

the brilliant Nicobar Pigeon, among other local 

specialities. 

 

Day 1: Arrival in Bangkok.  Today will be an arrival day for those doing the Southern Thailand 

Extension and we will overnight in Bangkok. 

 

Day 2: Bangkok to Krabi and transfer to Khao Nor Chuchi.  The extension begins with a flight from 

Bangkok to Krabi, which lies on the south-west coast of the Thai Peninsula. From here we will make our 

way to Khao Nor Chuchi for a two-night stay. On our drive, we may see fast moving flocks of Asian 

Glossy Starlings, Large-billed Crow and White-breasted Woodswallows. This afternoon, we will bird 

along a wide road through the interior of Khao Nor Chuchi forest where Blythôs Hawk-Eagle, Crested 

Honey Buzzard, Crested Serpent Eagle, Moustached Hawk-Cuckoo, Silver-rumped Spinetail, Brown-

backed Needletail, Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, 

Red-throated and Sooty Barbets, and Hairy-

backed, Yellow-bellied and Grey-cheeked 

Bulbuls are possible. 

 

Day 3: Khao Nor Chuchi.  We have a full day 

to explore the steamy lowland forest found 

within this biologically significant reserve. 

Here we will search the complex network of 

trails traversing the dense forest vegetation for 

the areaôs specials. This is not an easy habitat to 

bird and dedication, patience and a little luck 

will be required to connect with our desired bird 

highlights. One of the most famous birds in this 

area is the stunning Gurneyôs Pitta, which was 

fantastically rediscovered at this site in 1986. 

Unfortunately, however, the bird is in serious 

Oriental Bay Owl by Rich Lindie 

Banded Kingfisher by Markus Lilje  
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trouble as the forest here has become highly 

fragmented and sightings are now very rare. 

The last record was in May 2015 and research 

has indicated that only one, possibly two 

females might still reside at this site. Sadly it 

appears that this spectacular species may 

have vanished from Thailand forever.  

 

There is however plenty of other avian 

highlights to search for in this forest, many of 

which are difficult to see elsewhere. Some of 

the rarer possibilities include Black-bellied 

Malkoha, Scarlet-rumped Trogon, Crested 

Jay, secretive Large Wren-Babbler, 

migratory Green-backed Flycatcher and 

White-bellied Munia. Khao Nor Chuchi can 

also be an excellent place to find Violet 

Cuckoo, Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo, the ornate Whiskered Treeswift, brilliant Red-bearded Bee-

eater, Banded Kingfisher, Golden-whiskered and Red-crowned Barbets, Streak-breasted Woodpecker, 

the tiny Rufous Piculet, Green Broadbill, Black Magpie, Rufous-winged Philentoma, a fantastic eleven 

species of bulbul, the unbelievable Sultan Tit, Van Hasseltôs Sunbird and Thick-billed, Spectacled, Grey-

breasted and Yellow-eared Spiderhunters ï to name just some!  

 

At nearby sites we will search for additional species such as Red Junglefowl, Grey-capped Pygmy and 

Banded Woodpeckers, beautifully coloured Chestnut-headed Bee-eater, Plaintive Cuckoo, Rafflesôs, 

Red-billed and Green-billed Malkohas, Crested Goshawk, the impressive Rufous-bellied Eagle, the 

unique and appropriately named Racket-tailed Treepie, Dark-

throated Oriole, Crow-billed Drongo, White-rumped Shama, 

Oriental Magpie-Robin, a variety of babblers, including 

Ferruginous, Moustached, Black-throated, Chestnut-winged, 

Puff-throated, Grey-headed, Rufous-fronted and Rufous-

crowned, Pin-striped Tit-Babbler, Arctic and Eastern Crowned 

Warblers, Rufous-tailed Tailorbird and Thick-billed, Yellow-

breasted, Crimson-breasted, Orange-bellied and Scarlet-backed 

Flowerpeckers.  

 

In the evenings an effort will be made to search for nocturnal 

species, with Spotted and Brown Wood Owls and Large-tailed 

and Great Eared Nightjars all possible. In addition, the chance 

of seeing frogmouths is a big attraction for this forest and, with 

a bit of luck, we may well find both Blythôs and Gouldôs (the 

latter being the most difficult). Another major target species is 

the little-known and under-reported Oriental Bay Owl, which 

for a long time was considered a very tough species to find. 

Khao Nor Chuchi, however, is without a doubt one of the best 

sites to try and locate this beautiful and elusive owl.  

 

Black-capped Kingfisher by Markus Lilje  

Nicobar Pigeon by Alasdair Hunter  
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Day 4: Khao Nor Chuchi and afternoon 

drive to Phang Bay National Park. After 

some final birding in Khao Nor Chuchi 

Forest, we will make our way to Phang Bay 

National Park for a two-night stay. Late 

this afternoon, we will visit a coastal bay 

to look for waders. A series of islands and 

a large rocky area hold a variety of 

wintering species at this time of year, and 

may include Greater Crested and Lesser 

Crested Terns, Whimbrel, Eurasian 

Curlew, Kentish and Grey Plovers, Terek 

Sandpiper, Grey-tailed Tattler, Pacific 

Reef Heron and occasionally the rare 

Chinese Egret. 

 

Day 5: Mu Ko Similan National Park, overnight Phang Bay.  Today will begin with a drive to Phang-

nga where we will board a boat bound for the Similan Islands. The boat trip across to Mu Ko Similan 

National Park on Island #4 will take just over an hour. This island is the best place in the world to find 

the spectacular Nicobar Pigeon, a thickly plumed iridescent speciality that is virtually guaranteed with a 

visit to the island. Other birds we will look for include White-bellied Sea Eagle, striking flocks of black 

and white Pied Imperial Pigeon, Green Imperial Pigeon and Bridled, Little, Black-naped, Common, 

Roseate and Gull-billed Terns. The national park also supports a roost of Island Flying Foxes, which can 

be seen during the daytime in large numbers.  

 

Day 6: Sri Phang Nga National Park. This morning we will 

visit the fabulous Sri Phang Nga National Park. There is a 

mouth-watering list of possibilities here and we will look out 

for Wallaceôs Hawk-Eagle, White-crowned, Bushy-crested, 

Great, Wreathed, Black, and even the huge Helmeted Hornbill 

(rare). On our walk through the forest, we cross several 

shallow streams, home to the scarce Blue-banded and Blue-

eared Kingfishers, shy Chestnut-naped Forktail and Lesser 

Fish Eagle. The dense forests here hold many exciting, avian 

jewels; and although often shy, with patience and persistence 

we may obtain views of Crimson-winged, Checker-throated, 

Buff-necked and Buff-rumped Woodpeckers, Rufous-collared 

Kingfisher, Red-bearded Bee-eater, Malayan Banded and 

Blue-winged Pittas, Dusky and Green Broadbills, Rafflesôs, 

Chestnut-breasted and Red-billed Malkohas, Oriental Dwarf 

Kingfisher, Green Iora, Grey-bellied and Scaly-breasted 

Bulbuls, Black-capped, Abbottôs and Short-tailed Babblers, 

and Orange-headed and Siberian Thrushes. After a wonderful 

morning in this area, we will depart for Krabi, stopping at a 

site in the afternoon to look for River Lapwing on the way. 

The later part of the afternoon will be spent visiting a few sites 

Great Hornbill  by Markus Lilje  

Red-crowned Barbet by Alasdair Hunter 
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in the Krabi area where we will have our first 

chances for some of the areas trickier species 

such as Mangrove Whistler, Chestnut-bellied 

Malkoha and White-chested Babbler.  

 

Day 7: Krabi Mangroves, flight to 

Bangkok and Departure. Along the littoral 

edge of Krabi are a network of rich 

mangroves, mud flats and sand bars that teem 

with birdlife. This morning we will enjoy a 

boat tour exploring the maze of mangroves 

that support several interesting species. These 

include Brown-winged Kingfisher, the 

secretive and beautiful Mangrove Pitta, 

Black-capped, Ruddy, Common and Collared 

Kingfishers, Chestnut-bellied Malkoha, 

charismatic Malaysian Pied Fantail, Olive-

winged Bulbul, Dusky Crag Martin, Germainôs Swiftlet, and Pacific and Rufous-bellied Swallows. At 

nearby sites, we will search for the elusive Mangrove Whistler and White-chested Babbler, while other 

birds may include overwintering Sakhalin Leaf and Kamchatka Warblers, Ashy and Dark-necked 

Tailorbird, and Common Iora. Later this morning we will transfer through to the airport for the internal 

flight back to Bangkok where the tour will conclude.     

 

Northern & Central: Asian Birding at its Best 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Bangkok.   After arriving at Bangkok International and transferring to a comfortable 

city hotel, you will be met by your Rockjumper leader. The tour officially begins at dinner this evening.  

 

Day 2: Bangkok to Kaeng Krachan via Petchburi.  This morning, we will drive south to the Gulf of 

Thailand in Samutsakhon province. Time will be spent exploring the mudflats, mangroves, saltpans and 

shrimp pools in search of the many special 

shorebirds that winter in this area. Top of 

the list is the endangered Spoon-billed 

Sandpiper and we stand an excellent 

chance of finding this incredible rarity 

mixed in with the other waders! A number 

of other highly sought-after species can 

also be found here, such as Asian 

Dowitcher and Nordmannôs Greenshank, 

which are both becoming increasingly rare 

and difficult to find throughout their 

ranges. Greater Sand, Lesser Sand, Pacific 

Golden, Kentish and Little Ringed Plovers, 

Long-toed, Red-necked and Temminckôs 

Stints, Great Knot, Black-tailed and Bar-

tailed Godwits, Broad-billed Sandpiper, 

Silver-breasted Broadbill (male) by Dave Semler 

Spoon-billed Sandpiper by Alasdair Hunter 
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Brown-headed Gull, Whiskered, Caspian, Gull-billed, 

Common and Little Terns, Little and Indian Cormorants plus 

an abundance of other shorebirds can all be expected during 

the day. We may also find a few of the areaôs scarcer but 

generally annual visitors such as Slender-billed Gull, Red-

necked Phalarope and Far Eastern Curlew. Brahminy and 

Black Kites are often seen hunting over the surrounding area 

and we can expect our first introduction to many of Asiaôs 

widespread species such as Red Turtle, Spotted and Zebra 

Doves, Black Drongo, Pied Myna and Scaly-breasted Munia. 

Other noteworthy and eye-catching species that we may see 

during our time in this bird-rich area include the beautiful 

Black-capped and Collared Kingfishers, Racket-tailed 

Treepie and Malaysian Pied Fantail .  

 

Later in the day, we will do a short boat trip to Laem Pak Bia, 

a sand bar that is a particularly good site for the increasingly 

scarce Malaysian Plover. This spot is also a decent place to 

look for the rare Chinese Egret and the interesting dealbatus 

race of Kentish Plover, often called White-faced Plover. 

Greater Crested and sometimes even Lesser Crested Terns are present alongside the myriad of Brown-

headed Gulls. We will search carefully through the roost that is usually present, as Pallasôs and Slender-

billed Gulls have been seen here in the past. Following our boat trip we will give a short search for 

Golden-bellied Gerygone and any of the wader specialties that we may still require before continuing the 

drive through to Kaeng Krachan where we have a three-night stay.  

 

Days 3 & 4: Kaeng Krachan National Park.  The fantastic national park of Kaeng Krachan, established 

by the King of Thailand after a visit to the area in 1981, has the richest bird list in Thailand, exceeding 

420 species! It is the largest national park in the country - over 3,000 square kilometres in extent - and is 

situated on the eastern side of the Tenasserim mountain range near the Burmese border. Many of the 

special birds in Kaeng Krachan are species 

from the southern portion of Thailand that 

reach their geographical northern limit here.  

 

Our two full days in Kaeng Krachan will be 

spent scouring the beautiful, verdant forests 

that cloak the surrounding hills. We will 

cover most elevations and every habitat type, 

from the more open low elevation forest 

along the entrance road to the bamboo-

cladded hills around the very top of the road. 

In the higher altitude forest around the hill-

tops, we will search for the very special 

Ratchet-tailed Treepie, an extremely 

localized and rare species, especially in 

Thailand, as well as the lovely Red-bearded 

Bee-eater, rare Yellow-vented Green Pigeon, 

Black-and-red Broadbills  

by Keith Valentine 

Ratchet-tailed Treepie by Rich Lindie 
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Little Cuckoo-Dove, Blythôs Shrike-Babbler, Flavescent, 

Ochraceous and Buff-vented Bulbuls, Chestnut-flanked and 

Humeôs White-eyes, Dark-sided, Hill Blue and Verditer 

Flycatchers, Greater Green Leafbird, Yellow-vented and Plain 

Flowerpeckers, Black-throated Sunbird and the zippy Streaked 

Spiderhunter. Mixed species flocks will also be a feature of 

Kaeng Krachan and working these exciting waves of activity 

could produce Speckled and White-browed Piculets, Great 

Iora, Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher, the bamboo-dwelling 

Yellow-bellied Warbler, Striated Yuhina, White-browed 

Scimitar Babbler, Golden, Collared and Spot-necked Babblers 

and Brown-cheeked Fulvetta among many other species.  

 

In the bamboo-dominated mid elevations we will seek out the 

vociferous Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo, Large Hawk 

Cuckoo, the rare, bamboo-specialist Bamboo Woodpecker, 

Banded Kingfisher, Black-and-yellow, Silver-breasted, Dusky 

(rare), and Banded Broadbills, the sneaky Rufous-browed 

Flycatcher, Puff-throated and Rufous-fronted Babblers, Bar-

winged Flycatcher-shrike, gorgeous Scarlet-backed 

Flowerpecker and Pin-striped Tit-Babbler. Driving along the 

forest track that leads up into the hills in the early morning and late afternoon will undoubtedly be our 

best opportunity of finding the shy Grey Peacock-Pheasant, Bar-backed Partridge and Kalij Pheasant. 

The former species is usually particularly shy and tough to see but we will try our best to obtain views 

of this spectacular Asian mega! If we are very fortunate, we might even connect with some of the 

reserveôs rare residents such as Rusty-naped Pitta or Ferruginous Partridge. 

 

The most productive birding however is likely to be along the flat, entrance road that meanders through 

Kaeng Krachanôs lowland forest. The birding here can be superb in the early morning with highlights 

including Great Slaty, Streak-breasted, Crimson-winged and Rufous Woodpeckers, Greater Yellownape, 

Common and Greater Flamebacks, sought-

after Black-thighed Falconet, Collared and 

Asian Barred Owlets, the tiny, fast-flying 

Vernal Hanging Parrot, Thick-billed and 

Wedge-tailed Green Pigeons, Green-billed 

Malkoha, Asian Emerald, Violet, 

Moustached Hawk and Banded Bay 

Cuckoos, Grey-rumped Treeswift, 

Germainôs Swiftlets in flight overhead, Blue-

bearded and Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters, 

small, noisy flocks of Oriental Pied 

Hornbills, the uncommon Tickellôs Brown 

Hornbill, immaculate Green-eared, Blue-

throated and Blue-eared Barbets, Ashy 

Woodswallow, Black-winged Cuckooshrike, 

bright red and glossy-black Scarlet Minivet, 

Black-naped Oriole, Bronzed, Hair-crested 

Black-headed Woodpecker  

by Markus Lilje  

Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon by Glen Valentine 
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and the spectacular Greater Racket-tailed 

Drongos, Blythôs Paradise Flycatcher, 

Black-naped Monarch, noisy but shy and 

secretive groups of White-crested, Black-

throated, Greater Necklaced and Lesser 

Necklaced Laughingthrushes, Large 

Scimitar Babbler, the magnificent Sultan 

Tit, Black-headed, Black-crested, Stripe-

throated and Streak-eared Bulbuls, Dark-

necked Tailorbird, Sulphur-breasted and 

Pale-legged Leaf Warblers, melodious 

White-rumped Shama, Asian Brown, Taiga, 

Hainan Blue and Chinese Blue Flycatchers, 

Blue-winged and Orange-bellied Leafbirds, 

the brilliant Ruby-cheeked, Olive-backed 

and Crimson Sunbirds, striking Black-and-

red Broadbill and Yellow-eared 

Spiderhunter.  

 

We will also have a look at the small, seasonal ponds and pans along this road as these sometimes harbour 

White-throated and Black-capped Kingfishers, the shy and scarce Black Bittern, Chinese Pond Heron 

and White-breasted Waterhen, while in the more open areas we will also keep a lookout overhead for 

soaring raptors that could include Crested Honey Buzzard, Crested Goshawk, Besra and the impressive 

Mountain Hawk-Eagle. In the evenings weôll try for Collared Scops Owl and Large-tailed and Indian 

Nightjars around our accommodation near the edge of the national park. 

 

Mammal-wise me may be fortunate to see some of Kaeng Krachanôs fantastic species such as Yellow-

throated Marten, Banded Surili, Dusky Leaf Monkey, Stump-tailed Macaque or White-handed (Lar) 

Gibbon. These are all generally scarce but weôll certainly keep our eyes peeled for these lovely mammals. 

 

Day 5: Kaeng Krachan National Park to Khao Yai National Park.  This morning we will do a little 

birding around our resort where a few good 

birds can be found, including Indian Stone-

curlew, Lineated Barbet, Rufous and 

Racket-tailed Treepies, Grey-breasted 

Prinia, Thick-billed and the skulking 

Lanceolated Warblers, Pink-necked Green 

Pigeon, Vinous-breasted Starling and 

Eurasian Hoopoe. 

 

In the afternoon, we will drive through to 

Khao Yai National Park, another of 

Thailandôs impressive reserves, where we 

will have a three-night stay. 

 

Days 6 & 7: Khao Yai National Park.  A 

full two days will be dedicated to exploring Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo by Markus Lilje  

Blue Pitta by Rich Lindie 
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the densely forested hills and riversides of this 

exceptional reserve. Khao Yai protects one of 

the largest pristine tracts of tropical rainforest 

in Southeast Asia and holds a wide variety of 

bird and mammal species, including rarely 

seen Tiger, Dhole and Asian Elephant. 

 

While exploring this verdant tropical habitat, 

an abundance of forest birds may be seen. Top 

of the most wanted list are the elegant Siamese 

Fireback and Silver Pheasant while others in 

the same family include Red Junglefowl and 

difficult Green-legged Partridge. We will also 

keep a careful watch for raptors which could 

include species such as Shikra, Grey-faced 

Buzzard, Black Eagle, Crested Serpent Eagle 

and Black Baza. Oriental Pied Hornbill, 

Common Hill Myna, Mountain Imperial Pigeon, Thick-billed Green Pigeon and the dazzling Asian 

Fairy-bluebird regularly visit fruiting trees and this is also where weôll have a chance of the seeing the 

rare, nomadic and superb Golden-crested Myna. Mixed flocks attract species such as Greater Flameback, 

Black-headed, Grey-eyed, Stripe-throated and Puff-throated Bulbuls, White-bellied Erpornis, Pin-striped 

Tit-Babbler, Great Iora, Swinhoeôs Minivet, Large Woodshrike, Sulphur-breasted and Claudiaôs Leaf 

Warblers, and the vibrant Sultan Tit.  

 

The undergrowth in this fantastic park also provides shelter for several skulking species, including Blue 

and Eared Pittas and the elusive Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo. We will try our best to find these beautiful 

and much-wanted rarities but we will require a fair dose of 

luck, perseverance and patience to see them! Other forest 

interior skulkers and undergrowth inhabitants that we will 

be on the lookout for include the secretive Orange-headed 

and Siberian Thrushes, Common Green Magpie, Black-

throated and charismatic White-crested Laughingthrushes, 

Hainan Blue and Mugimaki Flycatchers, Abbottôs, Puff-

throated and Rufous-capped Babblers and Siberian Blue 

Robin. Additional star birds include Barred Cuckoo-Dove, 

incredible Great, Wreathed and Austenôs Brown Hornbills, 

Laced, Heart-spotted and Black-and-buff Woodpeckers, 

Orange-breasted and Red-headed Trogons, beautiful Long-

tailed Broadbill, Black-winged Cuckooshrike, White-

throated Rock Thrush, Alstrºmôs Warbler and Olive-

backed, Black-throated and Ruby-cheeked Sunbirds ï to 

name but a few! Great Eared Nightjar, Collared Scops and 

Brown Hawk-Owl are possible nocturnal highlights, while 

mammals that occur include Pig-tailed Macaque, 

vociferous White-handed and the scarce Pileated Gibbons, 

Black Giant, Grey-bellied and Variable Squirrels, Sambar 

and Muntjac (Barking Deer). Long-tailed Broadbill by Rich Lindie  

Silver-eared Mesia by Markus Lilje 
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Day 8: Khao Yai to Bangkok, flight to 

Chiang Mai.  Following some final early 

morning birding, we will transfer to the 

airport after breakfast for a mid-afternoon 

flight to Chiang Mai. On our drive to 

Bangkok, we will make a stop at a Wat (place 

of worship) to search for the localised 

Limestone Wren-Babbler. If time allows, we 

will also make a short visit to Rangsit Marsh 

in Bangkok where numerous waterbirds 

occur and even though it will be midday, we 

should still have reasonable chances for 

finding Black-browed Reed and Pallasôs 

Grasshopper Warblers, Eastern Yellow 

Wagtail, Oriental Pratincole, Yellow-bellied 

Prinia, Asian Openbill, and White-shouldered 

Starling when some of the large trees are 

fruiting. White-browed Crake and Slaty-breasted Rail also occur but we would be lucky to find these 

species during the heat of the day. We will then board our flight to Chiang Mai where we will overnight 

at a comfortable hotel in town. 

 

Day 9: Chiang Mai to Mae Ping National Park Huai Hong Khrai .  An early departure will take us to 

a nearby Kingôs Project by the name of Huai Hong Khrai in search of one of the worldôs most spectacular 

birds - the beautiful Green Peafowl! We will spend the early part of the morning here searching for this 

incredible bird and may also find a few other species such as Black Baza, Red-billed Blue Magpie, 

Common Flameback, Red Junglefowl, Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker, the uncommon Rosy Minivet, 

Golden-fronted Leafbird and Eurasian Jay. 

 

Thereafter, we will transfer to Mae Ping National Park. On arrival, which is expected in the late 

afternoon, we will settle into our base for the night. 

 

Day 10: Mae Ping National Park to Doi 

Inthanon.  We plan to spend around half a 

day birding the impressive dry Dipterocarp 

forests, a habitat most similar in flora and 

fauna to that of northern Cambodia. Species 

of note today include Black-headed, Great 

Slaty, Grey-capped Pygmy, Rufous-bellied 

and uncommon White-bellied 

Woodpeckers, Grey-headed Parakeet, 

Chinese Francolin, Rufous-winged Buzzard, 

Rufescent Prinia, Red-billed Blue Magpie, 

the diminutive Collared Falconet, 

increasingly scarce Burmese and Velvet-

fronted Nuthatches, White-browed Fantail, 

Golden-fronted Leafbird, Eurasian Jay, 

Large Niltava by Keith Valentine 

Limestone Wren-Babbler by Polly Neldner 
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Raddeôs Warbler and Indochinese and 

Large Cuckooshrikes. This open forest 

habitat tends to heat up quickly during the 

day so, in order to maximise our birding 

here, we will require an early start. 

 

Thereafter, we will transfer to Doi Inthanon 

for a three-night stay with opportunistic 

birding en route. Doi Inthanon is 

undoubtedly Thailandôs most famous 

birding site and at least 380 species have 

been recorded in this park, which also 

incorporates Thailandôs highest mountain. 

Many Palearctic and Himalayan species 

from further north reach their southern limit 

here due to the reserveôs vast contrast of 

habitat and elevation change. The elevation ranges from 340m up to 2,565m, and fortunately for us, a 

traversable road runs all the way to the summit! 

 

Days 11 & 12: Doi Inthanon National Park.  Time will be spent birding the productive road to the 

summit where we will explore expanses of Dipterocarp woodlands, farmlands and moist evergreen 

forest. Near the top, there is also a sphagnum bog surrounded by Rhododendron trees where a number of 

interesting species can be found. 

 

The dry woodlands at lower elevation hold avian specialities such as the tiny Collared Falconet, scarce 

White-rumped Falcon, Rufous Treepie, Black-hooded Oriole, Burmese Nuthatch, incredible White-

bellied and Black-headed Woodpeckers (the latter four 

species are becomingly increasingly rare), Black-backed 

Forktail and Purple Sunbird. The evergreen forests at higher 

elevation are where we will spend the majority of our time, 

and over the two full days we can expect to find a good 

number of the below-mentioned species. Black-tailed Crake, 

Lesser Yellownape, Stripe-breasted Woodpecker, Golden-

throated and Great Barbets, Golden and Buff-breasted 

Babblers, Spectacled Barwing, splendid Silver-eared Mesia, 

Rufous-backed and Dark-backed Sibias, Large, Small, 

Rufous-bellied and Vivid Niltavas, Blythôs and Clicking 

Shrike-Babblers, Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo, Japanese and 

Yellow-cheeked Tits, Eye-browed, Chestnut and Grey-sided 

Thrushes, the secretive Slaty-bellied Tesia, Eye-browed 

Wren-Babbler, Grey-headed Parrotbill, Short-billed 

Minivet, White-throated and Yellow-bellied Fantails, Black, 

Striated, White-headed and Flavescent Bulbuls, Davisonôs 

Leaf and Chestnut-crowned Warblers, Yunnan Fulvetta, 

Blue-winged Minla, Chestnut-vented Nuthatch, Humeôs 

Treecreeper and Yellow-vented and Fire-breasted 

Flowerpeckers are all on the target list.  

Mountain Bamboo Partridge by Markus Lilje  

Black-and-yellow Broadbill  

by Paul Neldner 


