ROCKJUMPER

Worldwide Birding Adventures

The Philippines

Endangered Endemics
11" March to 37 March 2023(21 days)

Visayan Islands Extension
315t March to 7" April 2023 (8 days)

Philippine Eagle by Rich Lindie

Composed of IQ7 islands strewn across a vastetchof tropical sea, the Philippines occupy the
unenviable position of harbouring the most birds facing imminent extinction. Many of these critically
endangered yet spectacular species survive only in increasingly shrinking remnants of habitat. During
our tour, we can expect to encounter close to 150 endemic birds and many other spectacular migrants
and residents. Our Endangered Endemics tour exp
we Vvisit sites for Strippeaded Rhabdornis, Scdeathered Malkoha, the sensational Yellbveasted
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Fruit Dove, secretive Whiskered Pitta and recently discovered Chocolate Boobook. Mindanao hosts the
largest tracts of remaining lowland forest and here we search for the secretive Wattled Broadb#l, Azure
breasted Pitta and beautiful Philippine Trogon. The forested slopes of Mt. Kitanglad are the most reliable
site for the magnificent Philippine (Monkewting) Eagle, this giantraptaso f t en r at ed as
singlemostdesirable bird! Here we will ats search for another recently discovered bird, Bukidnon
Woodcock, as well as Apo Myna and Giant Scops OwlPalawan, white sandy beaches, extensive
coral reefs and an underground river make a spectacular backdrop for a number of the specials we are
likely to find. Highlights include the mowfdiilding Philippine Megapode, Rezkllied and Hooded

Pittas, the incredibly beautiful Blue Paradise Flycatcher and glittering Palawan Pediueksant.

THE TOUR AT A GLANCEZEé

THE ITINERARY

Day 1 Arrival in Manila

Day 2 Manila to Banaue via La Mesa Park and Candaba Marsh
Days 3 & 4 Mount Polis

Day 5 Mount Polis to Subic Bay

Day 6 Subic Bay

Day 7 Subic Bay toMt. Makiling

Day 8 Mt. Makiling

Day 9 Mt. Makiling to Mt. Kitinglad via Manila

Days 10 & 11 | Mt. Kitinglad

Day 12 Mt. Kitinglad to Davao

Days 14 to 16 | PICOP

Day 17 PICOP to Manila via ComVal

Day 18 Manila to Zigzag Road via Puerto Princesa, Palawan
Days19& 20 ([Pal awan (St Paul 6s National Par k)
Day 21 lwahig AM, flight to Manila and depart

VISAYAN ISLANDS EXTENSION

Day 1 Manila to Bacolod

Day 2 Mt. Canlaon

Day 3 Gawahon to Dumagiete via Bacolod
Day 4 Twin Lakes

Day 5 Dumagueteto Bohol

Day 6 Rajah Sikatuna National Park

Day 7 Bohol to Cebu

Day 8 Tabunan to Manila and final departure
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TOUR MAP
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Linabds

THE TOUR I N DETAI LE

Day 1: Arrival in Manila. After arriving in Manila,you

will be met by our local representative and transferred to
our hotel. This eveningve will meet up for a welcoming
dinner to talkabout ourforthcoming adventures through
this diverse country.

Day 2: Manila to Bislig via Davao. We depart Manila
early this morning for our flight to Davao, heading for the
small town of Bisligthereafter. We will spend four days
birding inside the extensive logging concession of PICOP.
Undoubtedly the largest trees we will see throughout the
trip will be here, although tragically we are likely to only
find them being transported to sawmills thre backs of
oversized vehicles. Although the forest is disappearing at
an alarming rate, not only due to logging but also because
of the enormous squatter population that burns the forest,
it is surprisingly rich in birds and still holds some excellent
species. This is another long travel day and most of our

Sunbird by

time will be spent driving in the vehicle, however, we will make a birding &tdipe coasto search for
the critically endangered Chinese Crested Tarmhicha couple of birds have besaenwintering here
in recent yearsWe will then drive up to an elevated area to search for the locaisedittle-known

Li nads b&arencontinuidg tdislig, where we will settle into our small but comfortable and
friendly hotel.

Days 3 to 5:PICOP. Arriving before dawn, we will listen for
the haunting calls of Chocolate Boobook and try to track dc
an Everett's Scops Owl in the same area, although we
have to be extremely lucky to stumble across the rare Philipp®
EagleOwl. Early morning is 8o a great time to scan for bird
perching on top of snags over the forest, and here we
chances to find Bluerowned Racketail, the uncommon
Blue-backed Parrot and the rapidly declining Pb#lied and
Spotted Imperial Pigeons. Following up on tadls of Black
chinnedFruit Dove should eventually produce views of th
attractive species, but it will likely require patient scanni
through the forest interior to see the gorgeous Philipg
Trogon, Philippine Leafbird, reticent Bladaced Coucal,
Black-bibbed Cicadabird, Yellowish Bulbul, Philippine Oriolg
the beautiful Rufous Paradise Flycatcher, Olaeked
Flowerpecker, Mindanao Blue Fantail, Nakedaced
Spiderhunter and the dazzling Skortésted Monarch.

Searching for skulking birds in thendergrowth, we will |

attempt to lure out Mindanao Pygmy and Rustywned
Babblers, Brown TiBabbler, Striated WreBabbler, the vocal Philippine Trogon by David Hoddinott
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Philippine Leaf Warbler, Rufousonted and striking Black
headed Tailorbirds, the siufoustailed Jungle Flycatcher
and with persistence, we might manage a view of the rare
Little Slaty Flycatcher. Pinsker's Havidagle and sometimes

a Philippine Honey Buzzard occasionally soars overhead on
thermals, while Philippine Spiriled Swift aml Purple
Needletail are a more regular sight. It will likely take
persistence to | oelaed)KingishaVi nc h
in the dense forest mistory; much easier will be scanning the
small freshwater pools and forest streams for the outrageous
Souhern Silvery Kingfisher. Two endemic hornbills are also
found in this forest concession: Writhed Hornbill, which is
often first heard by the loud whooshing of its wings, and the
smaller but no less spectacular Mindanao Hornbill.

Although mammals are fewnd far between during this tour,
we should come across Philippine Pygmy Squirrel and
Mindanao Tree Squirrel during our time at PICOP. One
evening at dusk, if time and conditions allow, we will also
visit the grassland surrounding tiBasling Airport, where
previously we have observed Eastern Grass Owl hunting low over the tajlPédaipine Duck, Black
and Yellow Bittern, Lesser Coucading Quailand Whitebrowed Crake

Giant Scops Owl by Rich Lindie

Day 6: PICOP to Mt. Kitinglad . A very early departure will sees heading t@ukidnon at the foothills

of the fabled Kitinglad Mountains. We then drive further up the mountaiatoitanwhere our local

porters will meet us and assist loading our luggage onto packhorses for the ascent up the slopes of Mount
Kitinglad. Our hike uphill through secondar,
cultivation and scrub takes us past long stretche
subsistence farming plots beforedily arriving at the
lodge where we will be staying the next three nig
The ascent is not particularly difficult and normalj§
takes about two hours of steady walking at R

manageable, unrushed pace. L »4‘/'
e

The very basic lodge here comprises a large -gjrerfa
room upstairs where we sleep dormitory style on s

wooden floor; almattressesedding will be provided. ) .

There will also be large tents availabbeitside for [ ===

anyone who wishes for a little more privacy. All t ~ "

food and drinks will be carted up the meain by horse § , ”

and our cooks will serve us excellent meals. If ti h , ',

allows in the late afternoon, we can start birding in ¢ '—vjr - &)

vicinity of the lodge, an area that has provfs : .‘\“,’i

consistently productive. As the surrounding forg Ny 4

comes alive with evening soundsie will listen “1 ‘

carefully for the recently discovered Bukidng |

Woodcock that can sometimes be glimpseding  Yellow-breasted Fruit Dove by David Hoddinott
Rockjumper Birding Tours y
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through the forest gaps. There are also many
other nocturnal possibilities here, including
the fantastic Phppine Frogmouth, Great
Eared and Philippine Nightjars, the difficult
Mindanao Scops Owl and good chance at
tracking down the incredible Giant Scops
Owl.

Days 7 & 8:Mt. Kitinglad . We have two full
days to explore the surrounding
mountainsides andithis our best opportunity
to find one of the greatest and most highly
prized birds on earth the iconic Philippine
Eagle. This unique and spectacular eagle

Hombronds Kingfisher b specialisesin feeding primarily on the

arboreal Philippine Colugo, often referred to

as a léémyrn d.g | textiermelylaw dersity soada maxinise our chances for observation,
we will need to scan very carefully at specific vantage points, a somgtedesis waiting process that
may require great patience.

During our investigations dhe mountain, we utilise the many local trails in efforts to locate the more
than two dozen montane endemics that occur on these slopes. Because much of the area is secondar
scrub under cultivation, the walking in these mountains is generally not ficoltlifalthough on at least

one of these days we will ascend from the camp at 1,350m to 1,800m in search of highland specialities
such as Apo Sunbird, Mindanao Whége (often associating with mixed flocks), and the beautiful Apo
Myna.

Along the way, we will be stopping frequently in approprig
habitat in efforts to find the striking YellobWreasted Fruit
Dove, Mc Gr egor 0s Cuckoos+h mo n :
breasted Rhabdornis, Rufeheaded Tailoriod, charismatic
Black-andcinnamon Fantail that normally accompany log
bird parties, Gresnhooded Sunbird, Amethy€rown Dove
Cinnamon Ibon and the uncommon Ole@pped
Flowerpecker that moves around in altitude responding
fruiting vegetation.

Mindanao Racketail, often first heard screeching from afar,
still regularly seen flying overhead in the mornings a
occasionally perched, and we will also keep our eyes skyw
for the endemic Philippine Swiftlet. Other more diffic
species we will b looking for on the mountain include t
smartlooking Redeared Parrotfinch that often disappears i
dense vegetation without a trace, spectacular but thig
distributed Hombr onds -baCked &
(Goodfell owbs) J u nrggiling Bagdbg Stripe-headedRhabdornis
Babbler that skulks across the forest floor like a rodent. by T. Mallari
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Day 9: Mt. Kitinglad to Davaa After some final
birding aroundour campthis morning, we will
depart and mak the return hike down the
mountanous foothills to the village obDamitan
From here we have a long drive ahead of us to
reach the southern Mindanao city of Daveur
lodge is situated in the surrounding foothalsd f
time permits, wewill search in a foresd stream
nearby for Cryptic Flycatcher and Southern
Silvery Kingfisher After a day largely devoted to

travel, we shall all be looking forward to a well
| deserved rest.

Day 10: Davao to Subic Bay via Clark
International Airport (Mabalacat) . Early this
morning we will underoikea predawnwalk near

our cabins to search for Giant Scops Owl and
Philippine FrogmouthAfter breakfast we will

take a slowwvalk upa steep hill to an elevated area to search for the localised Whiskered Flowerpecker
which hase been found feeding regularly in this aréather birds here may includeriental Honey
Buzzard, Brahminy Kite, Philippine Trogon and Philippine Sgaiked Swiftas well aBicolored, Red

keeled and Orangeellied Flowerpeckerd.ater in the morningwe will headto Davao Arport to catch

our flight toMabalacabeforedriving to Subic Bayarriving in the early evening.

Whiskered Pitta by David Hoddinott

Days 11 & 12:SubicBay Today we wi | | bird SubisearclBohseveml t al
scarce Luzon endemics. At dawn, it is sometimes possible to see thousands of Philippine ard Golden
crowned Flying Foxes returning to daytime roosts before we arrive at our birding site. Among other more
widespread Philippine specialitiese will specifically be targeting the localised Green Rathithat

often whizzes past through the canopy, the talmyling Rufous CoucalRoughcrested Malkoha,
Blackish Cuckooshrike, the scarce arboreal Whited Oriole and the seldeseen Whiteronted Tit.
Although uncommon, Sooty Woodpecker |
regularly encountered at this site and we sho
be able to find this massive woodpecker as
as more widespread species, includlngzon
Flameback, hugé&Vhite-bellied Woodpeckers
Whiskered Treeswift,Purple Needletail and
perhaps Bluegaped ParrotNight birding in this
area may produce Chocolat®oobook and
Luzon HawkOwls and Philippine Scops Owil.

Day 13: Subic Bay to Infanta Road via La
Mesa Park and Candaba Marsh. We leave
Subic Bay forthe Infanta Road, stopping along
the way to bird the inconspicuous Canda
Marsh to search for a number of waterbirds, t a
might include Philippine Duck,Philippine Whiskered Flowerpecker by David Hoddinott
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Swamphen,Island Collared Dove, Barrednd
Buff-bandedrail, Plain Buskhen, the outrageous
Pheasantailed Jacana (often in breeding
plumage), Whitébrowed Crake, Watercock and
up to three species of bittern, namely Yellow,
Cinnamon and the scarce Black. Thereafiee
will make a short stop at La Mesa Park near
Manila, an area of forested trails, where will
search for Ashy Thrush, Lowland Whiége and
both Hooded andrRedbellied Pitta. After lunch,
we will continue on our journey tour lodge
along thelnfanta Rad.

Day 14: Infanta Road. Departing early this
morning, we will arrive at our first birding site in
time to search for the highly sought after
Whiskered Pitta, a bird of forested Fslopes that
has been noted regularly at this site. At this timehefytear the birds are calling and may be breeding
which will enhance our chances of seeing this rare bird.

Ashy Thrush by David Hoddinott

Here mixed flocks often contain the active Bhugaded Fantail, Philippine Bulbul, Balicassi@o]eto,
Bar-bellied Cuckoeshrike, Olivebacked Flowerpecker, Philippine Fairy Bluebir8ulphurbilled
Nuthatch,Elegant Tit and we will listerfor the bubbling song of Citrine Canaflycatcher that is
sometimes in attendance. Many other highly sowadfiet birds occur here includirngarred Rail, Plain
BushhenRufous and Luzon Hornbills, attractive FlaimeeastedYellow-breastecand Crearbellied
Fruit Doves,Philippine CuckoeDove, Ameline Swiftlet,Scalefeathered Malkoh&Blue-throated Bee
eater,White-throated Kingfisherthe smarBlue-headed anéhilippine Pied Fantail, Amethyst Brown
Dove, Stripeheaded Rhabdornid/Vhite-browed Shama,
Lemonthroated Leaf WarblerPhilippine and Yellow-
wattled Bulbul,Brown and Longailed Shriks, Flaming
and Luzon Sunbirds, while overhead we will watch f o
Philippine Hawk Eagle, Philippine Serpent Eagle ”
Guaiabero, Purple Needletail and Bitrewned Racket
tail. After dinner, we will search foBreateared Nightjar,
Luzon Scops Owl and Chocolé@®obook

Day 15: Infanta Road toMt. Makiling . This morning we
will have a few hours to bird the Infanta Raahrching for
any species we are missibgfore making our way to Mt
Makiling for a twonight stay. Depending on our arrivg
time at Mt Makiling, we may bird alongside a few@sEs
cultivated fieldswhere possibilities may include Barre s 2
Rail, Barred and the endemi@@&ted ButtonquailWhite- [#
breasted Waterhen, Blieiled Beeeater, Hair-crested [®
Drongo, Coppersmith Barbet, Philippine Pygm :
WoodpeckerStriated Swallow, Glossgnd PygmySwiftlet Chocolate Boobook by David Hoddinott
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and Asian Palm SwiftStriated Grassbird,
White-breasted  Woodswallow Scaly
breasted Munia, Zitting Cisticolaand
Paddyfield Pipit.

Day 16: Mt. Makiling. We will have the
entire day to bird on this inactive volcano,
whi ch harbours sever al
fantastic forest birds. Normally the initial
sounds typical of the forest are the eloquent
White-browed Shama and the haunting<al
of one of the most stunning kingfishers in
the world, Spotted Wood Kingfisher.
Proceeding slowly and quietly, we should
have great views of these charismatic
species and if we are very fortunate, we
might find the secretive Ashy Thrush feeding on tlde sif the road.

The small network of steep dirt roads here follow the natural contours of the mountain ridges where the
bordering forest, often dense in many places, supports a vast number of Philippine entesses.
include the shy Whiteared Brown Dove, Philippine Pygmy Woodpeckeojetq Philippine Bulbul,
Balicassiao, the stunning Elegant Tit, Sulpbiied Nuthatch, skulky Grepacked Tailorbird, Yellow

bellied Whistler and both Rekkeled andstriped Flowerpeckers. The strident calls of small flocks of
tiny Guaiabero may alert us to look upwards, where we will also be keeping an eye out for whirling
groups of Pygmy Swiftlets. As it warms up, we also hope to have our first encounter with risesing

and often vocal Philippine Serpent Eagle. The noisy song of Philippine-Baahkoo should eventually

give away its location, while roadside flowers attract the endemic Flaming Sunbird. Mt. Makiling is also
one of the best sites for the outrageounal&feathered
and Rougkcrested Malkohas, which move most
silently below the canopy in search of insects &

caterpillars, and we will also keep an ear out for 7. /;\

mournful calls of the rare Luzon Bleedihgart. « i 0
5 (¢

After a full day in the field, we wilteturn to Los Banosi g St o 4
v |

for the night. In the evening, we willy for the Luzon
Hawk-Owl near our accommodation.

Day 17:Mt. Makiling toPal awan ( St PEss
Park). We will take an early morning flight to Puert ‘. ;
Princesa on the elongated island ofak@n. Although
this island is often celebrated for its remarkable divi
opportunities among vast coral reefs, it is also cove
with beautiful landscapes characterised by a ce
mountain range of spectacular limestone cliffs team
with endemic hbids. Upon our arrival, we will make ou
way to a stretch of mangroves along the edge of . .
South China Sea where local fishermen collect their r Palawan Hornbill by David Hoddinott
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