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From the source of the White Nile on Lake Victoria to the steppedRuwenzorRange, the montane
forests of the Virunga volcanoes, harbouring some of the last remaining Mountain Gorillas, to the
extensive savannas around the awngpiring Murchison Falls Uganda is an equatorial country of
astonishing contrastdNo other area in Africa can match its amazing diversity of habftatan area
approximatelythe size ofsreat Britain), and this richness is reflected in its incredible bird list of over
1,000speciesmaking itarguably the richest African birding destination. Amongst these are many highly
soughtafter birds,includingthe unique Shoebill and the numerous spectacular endemics of the Albertine
Rift Valley This tour provides comprehensive cokegge of Ugandavhile staying at somgreatlodges,

and aside from the birds (over 500 species of thatffers superb game viewing and the chance to
track Mountain Gorillas and Chimpanzees!

THE TOUR AT A GLANCEE

THE ITINERARY

Day 1 Arrive in Entebbe and drive to Masindi via Mabamba Swamp
Day 2 Budongo Forest- Royal Mile birding all day
Day 3 Masindi to Murchison Falls NP via Kaniyo Pabidi section of Budongo Forest
Day 4 Murchison Falls NP - Delta boat cruise & north bank game drve
Day 5 Murchison Falls NP to Masindi via the Butiaba Escarpment & Busingiro
Day 6 Masindi to Kibale NP
Day 7 Kibale NP 1 Chimpanzee tracking & birding
Day 8 Kibale NP to Queen Elizabeth NP
Day 9 Queen Elizabeth NP: Kasenyi Track & KazingaChannel boat cruise
Day 10 Queen Elizabeth NP to Bwindi NP via Ishasha section of QENP
Days11& 12 | Bwindi NP - Gorilla tracking and biding at Buhoma
Day 13 Buhoma to Ruhija via The Neck
Day 14 Rubhija - birding Mubwindi Swamp
Day 15 Ruhija to Lake Mburo
Day 16 Lake Mburo - game drives and boat cruise
Day 17 Lake Mburo to Entebbe and departure
FOX6S WEAVER EXINERARY ON
Day 1 Arrive in Entebbe
Day 2 Entebbe to Jinja viaMabira Forest
Day 3 Jinja to Soroti via Mabira Forest
Day 4 Soroti
Day 5 Soroti to Entebbe
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TOUR ROUTE MAPE

Masindi Seict

Uganda

Kibale NP

Queen Elizabeth NP
Entebbe

Lake Mburo NP

7 ‘ Google Earth

THE TOUR I N DETAI LEé

Day 1: Arrive in Entebbe and drive to Masindi via Mabamba Swamp This morning, we depart
Entebbe early and begin our Ugandan adventure in search of a very special bird. Our prime target for
today is the legendary Shoebill and we will set off through small rural villages and homesteads to
Mabamba, which is a large wetthoonnected to Lake Victoria. This extensive papyrus swamp is home

to sever al pairs of Shoebill, Ugandads most f al
for most birders. This charismatic species, tigmme-r
only representativef its family, is certainly = &
amongst the most highly prized birds in ’*/
world! We will commission a boat from thg s
nearby fishing village and search the maze g
channels in an attempt to find this spec
species. Other water birds abound and we shq"_
find several specieof herons, egrets ang
waterfowl, the evepresent African Fish Eagle
Blue-breasted Beeater, African Marsh Harrier #*

and the tricky Lesser Jacanas, Malach
Kingfisher, and African Pygmy Goose. Th =
papyrus hals the endearing Swamp Flycatchg
Blue-headed Coucal, Greater and Whitenged
Swamp Warblers, Greyapped Warbler, the Papyrus Gonolek by Adam Riley
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indescribable Papyrus Gonolek, and the
nomadi ¢c and unpredictabl
we are exceptionally fortunate, we may also

see the rare Sitatunga, a shy swainelling

antelope with splayed hooves.

Thereafter, we will bird the surrounding
grasslandspapyrus swamps and farm bush.
Here we might expect to see the fud&gking
Long-crested Eagle perched atop telephone
pol es, Wahl bemng ¥dtureeagl e
hovering Blackwinged Kite, African Harrier
Hawk, Lizard Buzzard, the truly impressive
Great Bue Turaco, raucous Eastern Plantain
eater, seemingly awkward Blaakhdwhite

Red-headed Lovebird by David Hoddinott Casqued  Hornbill and  floppflighted

Crowned and African Pied Hornbills,

dazzlingblue Woodland Kingfisher, Broabilled Roller, Brownthroated Wattleeye, Angola and the
endange e d Bl ue Swal | ows, Spl endi d and R¢eppel |l 6s
Flycatcher, Sooty Chat, gregarious Gimcked Fiscal, Scarlehested, Superb and Reblested
Sunbirds as well as the comical Raled Whydah. Should we have missechithe swamps, we have
another chance to find the scare and nomadic W
of Masindi.

We unfortunately have t o bystingcapitdl tity, enurgqutbut Bneaewea | a ,
reach open road it will become evident how birdy this country really is! We will be stopping in any likely

|l ooking habitats en route. A small wetl and at t
Widowbird in addition to thelaundant Yellowmantled and Fatailed Widowbirds. Further along, as

we approach the town of Masindi, the countryside becomes gkia
and consists of figtudded grasslands. In this habitat, we hopsg
encounter the shy but indescribably beautiful Whitesed
Turaco (often considered the most beautiful representative of
endemic African family), Af
White-headed and Spétl anked Barbet s,
Francolin, Whitebrowed Sparrowveaver, both Blackrowned
and Bravn-crowned Tchagras, Yellodwvonted Tinkerbird,
Yellow-bellied Hyliota, Black Bishop, the aptly named Beautify
Sunbird, and several interesting shiaited starlings (Lesser Blue
eared, Purple, and Brontailed). Piapiac, a small corvid ,‘#
associatedvith cattle and wild game, are usually fairly comm (-
and are always interesting to watch. If there is time, we will

where we stand a good chance of finding the tricky ¢egded
Oliveback and Brown Twinspot, in addition to the Blaakmped
Waxbill, Black and Northern Red Bishops, and Gecaypped
Warbler. Finally, we will arrive in Masindi for a twaight stay at
a recently renovated coloriata hotel.

Rockjumper Birding Tours V
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Day 2: Budongo Forest- Royal Mile

birding all day. Today will be our first
introduction to central African forest birding,

and a good portion of the day will be spent in

the vast Budongo Forest Reservile largest

natural forest area in East Africa. We will
concentrate much of our
Royal Mil e, 0o a wide for
to be the countryos pr
locality. Among the numerous specials we

hope to find are the Blue &dlkoha (a skulking

forest coucal), three foredivelling
kingfishers (Chocolatbacked, Bluebreasted

and African Dwarf), Whitehighed Hornbill,
Yellow-spotted, Hairybreasted and Yellow

billed Barbets and their diminutive cousins, the tinkerbirds (SpdckYellowthroated and Yellow

rumped all being likely), Western Oriole, Green Hylia, the rarely encountered and difficalée

Uganda Woodland Warbler, Grey, Biffroated, Blackhroated, and the stunning Blac&pped
Apalises, Rufougrowned Eremomela&Green and the elusive Lembne | | i ed Cr ombecs, |
Flycatcher, Chestnudapped Flycatcher, Purpleeaded Starling, Little Green, Greltinned, Collared,
Olive-bellied and the aberrant Grgaded Sunbirds, and Crested and-Readded Malimbe$sreenbuls

are abundant, and we will work slowly through any flock that we encounter looking for Little Grey,
Yellow-whiskered, Slendebilled, Honeyguide, Whit¢hroated, Redailed and the striking Spotted
Greenbuls. We will search the undergrowth alodgshe track for the numerous understorey skulkers,
which may include Palbreasted llladopsis, Fier e st ed Al et he, Fr-tage@Ands Ru
(Rufous) Thrush, Redapped and the difficult Blughouldered RobiChats, Yellowbrowed and Olive

green Camaropteras and Gittyoated THF | ycat cher . The beauti ful Nahe
heard, but we will require luck and a lot of patience to see this secretive areindearic species.
Openings in the forest canopy will be carefully vied as Crowned Eagle, Whitleroated Beeater

and Cassinds, Mottled and Sabineds Spinetails
also supports a number of interesti
primate species and we may encoun
Chimpanzee, Blue Monkey, Olive
Babboon, and Guereza during the cou
of the day.

En route to and from the forest, we wi
bird some farm bush. Here we stamat
bestchanceatthe tricky Brown Twinspot
and Greyheaded Oliveback, while alsc
enjoying Marsh Tchagra, Brown Babble
Redheaded Lovebird, African Yello
War bl er , Hol uboés

Weavers, Bluepotted Wood Dove,
Hartl aubds Foelied ara |

Chimpanzeeby Daniel Keith Danckwerts
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African Firefinches, Retheaded Quelea, and
Senegal Coucal while Grey Parrot is
sometimes also seen overhead.

Day 3: Masindi to Murchison Falls NP via

Kaniyo Pabidi section of Budongo Forest.

This morning, we will birdheKaniyo Pabidi

sector of the Budongodfest, situated within

the southerrsectionof the Murchison Falls

NP. This is tle only known site in East Africa

for Puvel as velstahdaadoog s i s
chance of finding thispecialbird. Another

big target for tle morning is Rufousided
Broadbill, but this species is somewhat tricky

to track down. Flocks of Crested Guineafowl,
sporti ng haiddes ra rfiep,u ntko we
more regularly encountered. A healthy
Chimpanzee populaticisosurvives though these anirfgaare more often heard than seen hane the

giant Chequered ElephaSthrewfairly common in the undergrowth

Rock Pratincole by Jonathan Rossouw

After birding the Ironwooedominant rainforest, we will drive further north into the woodland section of
the park. Here, Vinaceous Dove, Btaailled Wood Dove, Senegal Coucal, Snearpwned Robin
Chat, Whistling Cisticola, Bufbellied Warbler, the elegant Silverbird, Western Blaeladed Batis,
Orangebreasted and Greyeaded Bushshrikes, Whiteested Helmetshrike, Western Vieleicked and
Beautiful Sunbirds, and Fawbreasted and Blaetumped Waxbills may be encountered.

Murchison Falls is Uganda's largest national parkigfainous for its big game and spectacular scenery,

as well aghe spectaculafalls after which the park was named. Later in the afternoon, after checking
into our accommodations, we will make our way to the falls. The vista point at the top of Murchison
Falls offers incredible views of the Victoria Nile boiling dowe tmarrow gorgé 45m long and just 9m

wide. Bare, rocky islets are favoured perches and breeding sites of Rock Pratincole. We should see good
numbers of these attractive waders wheeling in the spray of the falls. Thick riverine forest in this vicinity

is home to the magnificent Whiterested
Turaco, Doubldgoothed Barbet, Yellow
throated Leaflove, Spotted Palm Thrus
Brown-throated Wattleeye, the localised ‘
Redwinged Grey Warbler and Purple

banded Sunbird. , T

Day 4: Murchison Falls NP- Delta boat | *
cruise & north bank game drive. We

have a full day for exploration of the park :
We will take a launch trip along thg™
Victoria Nile down towards the Lake 5" . -
Albert Delta, where the we$owing [ &
Victoria Nile makes an abrupt turn anf
becomes the norfiowing Albert Nile.

Black-headed Lapwmgby Daniel Danckwerts

Rockjumper Birding Tours w
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A plethora of waterbirds throng the well
wooded banks of the river and today, we
have another opportunity of spotting
Shoebill. This species usually stands
motionless on the edge of channels waiting
for a hapless lungfish and sometimes allows
close approach. In the heat of the day,
Shoebills may be seen soaring over the Nile
T an impressive sight indeed. Other water
birds abound and we hope to see African
Darter, Intermediate Egret, Goliath and
Purple Herons, Woollynecked and Yellow
billed Storks, Hamerkop, Egyptian and
Spurwinged Geese, Western Osprey,

Abyssinian Ground Hornbill by Daniel Danckwerts African Fish Eagle, Black Crake, African

Swamphen, the regal Grey Crowned Crane

(Ugandads nat i on akheeldongiaed gnd Spemvinged Lapwings,hAfricak Jacana,
Malachite and Giant Kingfishers and the dashing Waiked Swallow. Burrows in the river banks
represent colonies of either colourful Riéwloated Beeater or querulous Pied Kingfishéng latter is
particularly abundant herajhile elegant Redhecked Falcon frequent palm trees which line the banks.
In addition to the birds, large numbers of huge Nile Crocodile, Hippopotamus, African Buffalo, Tantalus
Monkey and Olive Baboon are often seen at very close range, and herdsah Aflephant sometimes
bathen massén the willows.

The scenic area north of the Nilelds a number of birds typical of dry savanna. We will search here for
Secretarybird, Blackhested Snake EaglEawny and Martial Eagles, Shikra, Dark Chanting Goshawk,
Harlequin Quail, Heuglin's Francolin, Helmeted Guineafowl, flocks of Collared Pratincole,-Black
headed Lapwing, Swallowailed and Northern Carmine Beaters, Black Scimitarbill, Shewtinged

and Back-backed Cisticolas, Speckier ont ed Weaver, Sbineastet! Eirgfiach an8 p a r r
Quiailfinch. A few birds with their ranges centred on the Sahel reach their southern limits here, and we
hope to find the stately Abyssinian Ground Hornbill andité/fronted Black Chat. Mammals are well
represented here, and we should see

Bushbuck, Giraffe (belonging to thg
endangered form known a
Rot hschil dos G
Buffalo, Uganda Kob, Oribi anc
Defassa Waterbuck. If we are lucky
we may see groups tiie shy Patasf®
Monkey, while this is one of the bes
places in Uganda to find Lion.

The moist, grassy woodlaatb the s S N e S R A e

south of the Nilearevery different = ; > NS AN -~
from those of the North bank and
support a host of localised bird
including Brownbacked

-

Pennantwinged Nightjar by Daniel Keith Danckwerts
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Woodpecker, Brown Babbler, Red
winged  Warbler, the  unusually
proportioned Purple Starling, Chestnut
crowned SparrowWeaver, Blackbellied
Firefinch, Ca branpads 6 a
Buntings, and if we are fortunate, Bat
Hawk, African CuckoeHawk, White
breasted Cuckooshrike and Rethged
Pytilia. Other species that we will search
for here are African Cuckoo, Africaarey
Hornbill, Grey Woodpecker, Northern and
Redfaced Crombecs, African Paradise
Flycatcher (often of the spectacular white
morph), Northern Puffback, Blaek
crowned and Browstrowned Tchagras,
Tropical Boubou and Recheeked
Cordonbleu.

Great Blue Turaco by Daniel Danckwerts

Inthe eveningye wi I I embark on a night dr i vaferhirds, teear c
Pennantvinged Nightjar. Witnessing a male Pennamiged Nightjar fluttering up from the track, his

regal pennants trailing behind him, is likely to be a highlighthe trip. Other possibilities include
Spotted Thickknee, Greyish Eagl®wl, Northern Whitefaced Owl and Slendeailed, Longtailed and

Swamp Nightjars. Nocturnal mammals which we may encounter include Leopard, Servaltailddte
Mongoose, African Giet, Crested Porcupine, Blotched and Common Genets and Uganddi@rass

Day 5: Murchison Falls NP to Masindi via the Butiaba Escarpment & Busingiro After some final

birding in Murchison Falls National Park, we begi our j ourney back to Masi
an effort to locate the rare Dusky Babbler and localised Whitgped Seedeater before arriving at the

dry Butiaba Escarpment, at the head of the Albertine Rift Valley. This productive birding site may
produce Namaqua Dove, Peapotted Owlet, Blackilled Barbet, Whiteshouldered Black Tit, Red
shouldered Cuckooshrike, Mocking CIif
Chat, Greerwinged Pytilia, Foxy Cisticola,
Little Weaver and Cinnamebreasted
Bunting. Cutthroat Finch, a new bird fo ™
Uganda, was also found here in 2016 and |
been seen several times on our tours!

The dry scrub soon changes to mo
rainforest as we again approach the Budor
Forest Reserve, this time at Busingiro. If tin
allows, we will bird a section of this foreg
where the elusive canowelling lturi Batis
is a possibility, and will make a concerte
effort to find this and other species befo
continuing to Masindi where we will chec
into our now familiar hotel.

Black Beeeater by David Hoddinott
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Black-crowned Waxbill by Daniel Keith Danckwerts

In the mid to late afternoon, we will reach the northern section of Kibale Forest known as Sebitole. Our

9

Day 6: Masindi to Kibale NP. Today will be

our longest travel day as we head south from
Masindi to the expansive Kibale National
Park. Our first birding stop will be in an area

of

Lovebi

rich farm bush where Reéheaded

Turaco, African Blue Flycatcher, Brown

backed Scrub Robin,
5 Orangetufted
N Waxbill, Brown Twinspot and the beautiful

Sunbird, Orangbreasted

Grey-headed and Whiteollared Olivebacks

may be found. Further on, papyrus swamps

hold the stunningPapyrus Gonolek and
skulking Whitewinged Swamp Warbler; the
latter species requiring patience to see.

target species will include Joyful Greenbugvland Masked Apalis, Dusky Lorgiled and African
Emerald Cuckoos (the latter fairly common and conspicuous at this site),-&ldekhite Shrike
flycatcher, Manycoloured and Luhder's Bushshrikes, Nantanled and Chestnwwinged Starlings,

Tiny and Blethroated Brown Sunbirds and Daokcked Weaver. Thereafter we will continue to our
lovely accommodations within Kibale National Park.

Day 7: Kibale NP i Chimpanzee tracking & birding. The towering Kibale Forest has the highest

primate concentration and species diversity of any reserve in East Africa. Primate highlights might
include sightings of localised Central African Red Colobus, handsome L'Hoest's Monkey and the scruffy
Ugandan Grg-cheeked Mangabey. We will also embark on a Chimpanzee trek and our chances of

finding these, one of our closest living relatives, are excellent! The birds are typical roédnen
altitudeforest, with excellent mixed species flocks and specials suélfepsand the rare anglobally

threatenedWhite-naped Pigeon, Rechested Owlet, Blu¢hroated Roller, Narina Trogon, African

Shrikeflycatcher, Scalbreasted and Browvn llladopsis, Superb and Grebraded Sunbirds, Black
billed Turaco, Plain Greenbulhestnut Wattleye and Blaclandwhite Mannikin. The stunning Green

breasted Pitta also occurs in this forest, however, adgnn start and a good deal of luck and
perseverance will be needed to locate this

mythical lowdensity understory
inhabitant! Atnight we may encounte
Demi dof fdéds and Thad
commonly known as bushbabies) af
African Wood Owl; all of which are
usually resident around ou
accommodations in the forest.

Day 8. Kibale NP to Queen Elizabeth
NP. This morning, we pay a visit to thg
birdy swamp forest and wetland habitat
the nearby Bigodi Wetland. A number ¢
good birds can be seen here, includii

L¢ehder 6s

Bushshrike by
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=5 2R .

r d, African Yel

Compact Weaver,

0



RBL Ugandai Birds & Gorillas Itinerary 10

Yellow-billed Barbet, the rare Speckieeasted
Woodpecke, White-tailed Ant  Thrush,
Honeyguide and Joyful Greenbuls, Whdeotted

Flufftail, Shiningblue Kingfisher, Duskypblue
Flycatcher, Redheaded Bluebill, Grewinged

and Snowycrowned RobirChats, Blackcrowned
Waxbi Il and Bocageds Bus
back at our lodge, we will bid farewell to these
enchanted forests and head for the open savannas

of Queen Elizabeth National Park.

After passing beautiful crater lakes and the
foothills of the mighty Ruwenzori Mountains, we
arrive at our accommodations close to the famous
Queen Elizabeth National Park, formerly known

as Kazinga National Park but renamed in the
Queenbds horisitunrl954.f t er her

Green-breasted Pitta byDavid Hoddinott

Day 9: Queen Elizabeth NP: Kasenyi Track & Kazinga Channel boat cruiseWVe will spend the
morning birding in the spectacular Crater area in the foothills of the Ruwenzori Mountains and the main
gameviewing area along the Kasenyi track. The area can be particularly productive for raptors and
species that wildl be the focus of our search i
spectacular raptors), Brown Snake Eagle, Peregrine Falconrapeéstrel. Queen Elizabeth National
Park also offers a wonderful variety of grasskalmninated habitats which hold Redcked Spurfowl,
Harlequin Quail, Kurrichane and the rarely encountered Biaokped Buttonquail, African Crake,
Temmi nc k 6 s ené&yal and Ceowned LApwings, thearshdwelling Black Coucal, Flappet,
Rufousnaped, Redtapped and the scarce WHitdled Larks, Plairbacked Pipit, Faailed Grassbird,
Croaking, Redfaced, and Stout Cisticolas, Marsh Tchagra, Southern Red Bishdis tb&edbilled

Quelea and Quailfinch while Bladkred Babbler, Greater Honeyguide and Rédlbd Firefinch occur

in the surrounding woodlands. Mammals will also be a highlight in this area and we may see Lion,

African Skimmer by Markus Lilje
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