Western Pacific Odyssey
20th March to 17th April 2023 (29 days)

Short-tailed Albatross by Adam Riley

Known in birding circles simply as the ‘WPO’, this expedition incorporates many of the key birding
areas in the South West Pacific. First offered in 2007, it is now considered one of the ‘must do’
expeditions for any birder because of its opportunities to see some of the rarest pelagic seabirds in the
world, plus many island endemics. But it is not just for ‘birders’. The cetacean list can only be described
as outstanding. And if you ever tire of birding or cetacean watching then there are options for
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snorkelling, swimming and relaxing. After departing the Port of Tauranga in New Zealand, we sail for
the rich waters of the Hauraki Gulf where there are numerous speciality seabirds, including the recently
discovered New Zealand Storm Petrel. From there it’s northward to Norfolk Island. Next stop is New
Caledonia where we search for the amazing Kagu and other endemic bird species in the Parc Provincial
de la Rivière Bleue. We then spend six exciting days in the Solomon Islands birding on Nendö, Santa
Ana, Makira, Guadalcanal (Mt Austin), Tetepare and Kolombangara, before cruising across the New
Britain Trench, an area known to be extremely rich in cetaceans. As we sail along the coasts of
Bougainville and New Ireland, we will look for two rarely seen seabirds: Heinroth’s Shearwater and the
critically endangered Beck’s Petrel which was only rediscovered in 2007, both of which we have seen
on almost all our previous expeditions in this region. Next stop is Truk Island (Federated States of
Micronesia) for some more intensive birding. We will then set a course for the Bonin Islands south of
Japan; our route will take us to Chichi-jima, the largest island in the archipelago. We will then continue
north to Torishima Island (where we hope to get great views of the Short-tailed Albatross) before we
arrive at to our last island destination of the voyage, Hachijo-jima, where we will look for the last
specialities of the expedition.
Our voyage will then conclude at the Port of Yokohama in Japan. This expedition is accompanied by
some of the best pelagic birding guides in the world who have extensive experience of the seabirds of the
West Pacific and have visited the islands we will be landing on multiple times. Birding starts at dawn
and finishes at sundown. Our guides are there throughout the day to assist you and the ‘reading of the
bird list’ each evening is legendary for its detail and discussion. This is one expedition you can’t afford
to miss.
THE TOUR AT A GLANCE…
THE ITINERARY
Day 1
Departure from Auckland, New Zealand
Day 2

Great Barrier Island and the Hauraki Gulf

Day 3

Bay of Islands

Day 4

At sea

Day 5

Norfolk Island

Day 6

At sea en route to New Caledonia

Days 7 & 8

New Caledonia

Days 9 to 10

At sea

Day 11

Santa Ana, Solomon Islands

Day 12

Anuta Island in the Makira Group

Day 13

Honiara

Day 14

Tetepare Island

Day 15

Kolombangara Island

Day 16

Off the coast of Bougainville

Day 17

Off the coast of New Ireland
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Days 18 & 19

At sea

Days 20 & 21

Caroline Islands

Days 22 to 25

At sea

Day 26

Chichi-jima Island

Day 27

Torishima Island

Day 28

Hachijo-jima Island

Day 29

Yokohama, Japan

3

TOUR MAP…
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL…
Day 1: Departure from Auckland, New
Zealand.
Join Heritage Adventurer this
afternoon in the heart of New Zealand’s
commercial capital, Auckland. The captain and
expedition team will be waiting to greet you on
arrival and show you to your cabin. You will have
time to settle in and familiarise yourself with the
ship; we will also take the opportunity to
introduce you to your expedition team and our
voyage plans. You are invited to join the
expedition team in the Observation Lounge and
up on the Observation Deck as we set sail for the
Hauraki Gulf.
Day 2: Great Barrier Island and the Hauraki
Gulf. We arrive early this morning in the Hauraki
Gulf and plan to start the day near the Mokohinau Islands looking for Blue Noddy (Grey Ternlet), which
is regularly present here. Other birds that we might encounter include Common Diving Petrel, Fluttering
and Buller’s Shearwaters, Australasian Gannet and possibly Little Penguin. Later in the morning we will
head to an area where we have had considerable success finding the recently rediscovered and critically
endangered New Zealand Storm Petrel, and we will possibly chum or use fish oil to hopefully attract
these dainty little birds. Other species in the vicinity include White-faced Storm Petrel, Gould’s, Blackwinged, White-necked, Grey-faced, Great-winged (of the local gouldi race), Tahiti and Black Petrels.
This evening, as we cruise up the east coast of the North Island, we will undoubtedly be accompanied by
some albatrosses with possibilities including Campbell, Shy, Buller’s and Wandering.
New Zealand Storm Petrel by John Graham

Day 3: Bay of Islands. Wake this morning in the beautifully protected and historic waters of the Bay of
Islands, after breakfast there will be an opportunity to explore ashore where you might be fortunate
enough to find local endemics including North Island Saddleback and New Zealand Robin. We then bid
our farewells to New Zealand and set our course northwards, passing Cape Reinga this evening.
Day 4: At sea. We are at sea heading north to
Norfolk Island. We will take the opportunity to
offer some lectures or presentations on seabird
identification as well as briefings on what we can
reasonably expect to see once ashore on the
island. Species that have previously been
encountered on this leg include Grey-faced,
Black-winged, Kermadec and White-necked
Petrels. Both Wedge-tailed and Short-tailed
Shearwaters have also been recorded, as have
White-bellied and White-faced Storm Petrels.
Other possibilities include White Tern and the
beautiful and elegant Red-tailed Tropicbird.
Norfolk Gerygone by Adam Riley
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Day 5: Norfolk Island. Before or as we land
here we will have to clear Australian Customs.
(Please check whether you require an Australian
visa as otherwise you might have to spend the
day aboard!) Norfolk Island was a former Penal
Colony and the island has been significantly
modified; however, there are still some areas of
forest where we will spend the best part of the
day. Our three target species here are the
endemic Norfolk Island Parakeet, Slender-billed
White-eye and Norfolk Gerygone.

Sadly, the White-bellied White-eye appears to
have followed several other endemics and is
now considered to be extinct. Other birds
Tahiti Petrel by Jonathan Rossouw
recorded here include Pacific Robin, Pacific
Emerald Dove and Grey Fantail. If time allows,
we also plan to visit the seabird colony at Rocky Point where we can expect to see Black Noddy, White
Tern and Red-tailed Tropicbird!
Alternatively, we can wander the island’s Botanic Gardens to appreciate the last refuge of the lush forest
that once covered the island in its entirety. We may also choose to explore the northern part of the
coastline and climb to the hilltop monument of Captain Cook, which overlooks the stunning coastline he
explored in 1774. Later we will experience the hospitality for which Norfolk Islanders are renowned as
we become acquainted with the settlement of Burnt Pine, home to restaurants specialising in fresh
produce, artisans’ markets and quaint pubs. By late afternoon, we will bid Norfolk farewell and begin
cruising north. The birding will continue from the ship and we will be on the look-out for White-bellied
Storm Petrel, Providence Petrel and Little Shearwater – all of which
we have seen in these waters.
Day 6: At sea en route to New Caledonia. At sea heading north,
we cross a large underwater sea mount. This is an extremely
productive area for seabirds, including Tahiti, Kermadec, Whitenecked and Great-winged Petrels. Here we also have a chance to
see Polynesian Storm Petrels.
Days 7 & 8: New Caledonia. This small and tropical emerald
island in the heart of the Pacific Ocean is located just above the
Tropic of Capricorn. A taste of France in the Pacific, here
Melanesian traditions blend with French sophistication. Unlike its
neighbouring volcanic islands, New Caledonia is a fragment of an
ancient continent that drifted about 60 million years ago off the
supercontinent of Gondwana, which included Australia and
Antarctica. New Caledonia’s subsequent isolation protected it from
certain developments and destructions, and explains both the extent
of its biodiversity and the incredible levels of the island’s
endemism. New Caledonia is also surrounded by the world's largest

Crow Honeyeater by Rich Lindie
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enclosed lagoon – canyons and
caves, exquisite coral, exquisite
tropical fish, turtles, sea snakes and
sharks await discovery in the
tranquil waters.
Today we journey to the Parc de la
Rivière Bleue National Park which
is located some 60km from
Noumea. We plan a day here with
local rangers searching for the
endemics
including
the
incomparable Kagu and highly
range-restricted Crow Honeyeater.

Thanks to the efforts of Yves
Letocart and the Department of
Forests, many of the introduced
predators, which have so decimated the island's Kagu populations in the past, have been greatly reduced.
This has resulted in a relatively healthy group of approximately 500 birds inhabiting the reserve. These
strange, ghost-like, flightless birds, which resemble a cross between a Sunbittern and a rail with a long
shaggy crest, are one of the most exciting and, until recently, amongst the most challenging birds to see
on our planet.
Kagu by David Hoddinott

Happily, this is no longer the case, and arriving close to dawn, we will listen for the Kagu's puppy-like
calls that are such a characteristic sound of the forest. In the past, this was about as near as one could
hope to get to encountering one of these seemingly mythical creatures. Now, thanks to intensive
conservation efforts, our chances of seeing this incredible bird are very good indeed.
This morning we will, therefore, depart early for the important Riviere Bleu Reserve to search for the
Kagu in addition to several other really
fascinating New Caledonian endemics:
New Caledonian Goshawk, the huge
Goliath (New Caledonian) Pigeon,
Cloven-feathered Dove (a very strange
and beautiful bird), Horned Parakeet
(severely threatened – the Riviere Bleu
reserve is one of its last strongholds),
New
Caledonian
Parakeet,
New
Caledonian Crow, New Caledonian and
South Melanesian Cuckooshrikes, Longtailed Triller, Fan-tailed Gerygone,
Melanesian (New Caledonian) Whistler,
Striated Starling, New Caledonian
Myzomela,
Barred
and
Crow
Honeyeaters (the latter sadly now very
Cloven-feathered Dove by David Hoddinott
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rare), New Caledonian Friarbird and Red-throated Parrotfinch.
We will turn to the south a small amount before trying to locate
or see what is being referred to as the ‘New Caledonian Storm
Petrel’. This bird was first sighted and photographed on the
WPO expedition in 2008 and has been seen a number of times
since then. Although it is undoubtedly closely related to New
Zealand Storm Petrel, there are a number of subtle, but
important, differences and it is now generally considered that
this is a long lost storm petrel which was collected in Samoa
almost 200 years ago and has not been seen since!!!
We will lay fish oil slicks in an attempt to attract this
interesting bird and these chumming sessions will
undoubtedly attract other species which could possibly include
Short-tailed and Wedge-tailed Shearwater, as well as Tahiti,
Providence, Gould’s and Collared Petrel. The afternoon is
spent heading north along the coast of New Caledonia towards
the Solomon Islands.
Days 9 to 10: At sea. We will be able to enjoy these leisurely
days at sea. Options include relaxing in the ship’s bar, catching
up with your notes, some reading in the library, or whatever
you desire. If you have brought your laptop with you, there will be time to download and edit photos
while they are still fresh in your mind. We will also be keeping a daylight pelagic watch for both birds
and cetaceans; and, while the sea birding is generally not as intense as further south, it is nevertheless
equally enjoyable and rewarding. One species we will
particularly be keeping our eyes open for is the Polynesian
Storm Petrel, and in previous years we have had good
success with this bird off the New Caledonian coastline. In
recent years, we have also seen and photographed Bandrumped Storm Petrel on this leg, a species that was
previously not considered to be present in the South West
Pacific! Other possibilities include Collared and Tahiti
Petrels, Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Red-footed Booby,
White-tailed Tropicbird and both Great and Lesser
Frigatebirds.
Collared Petrel by Jonathan Rossouw

Day 11: Santa Ana, Solomon Islands. Santa Ana, also
known as Owaraha or Owa Raha, is a relatively small coral
island which was first sighted by Europeans in 1568.
Located just a few miles offshore from Makira Island, Santa
Ana is one of the most easterly of the main islands in the
Solomon Islands archipelago. Santa Ana has a distinctive
avifauna so we can expect to find an interesting mixture of
birds including small island species such as Silver-capped
Fruit Dove mixed with some of the Makiran endemics like

Finsch’s Pygmy Parrot by Adam Riley
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White-headed Fruit Dove, Sooty Myzomela,
Makira Honeyeater, Makira Flycatcher and
White-collared Monarch. Santa Ana is also
home to an endemic and highly distinctive
subspecies of Rufous Fantail and we will also be
looking for Sanford’s (Solomon) Sea Eagle and
Oriole Whistler.

Temotu Whistler by Meghan Kelly

Day 12: Anuta Island in the Makira Group.
Makira Island is located in the eastern Solomons
and is the most easterly of the archipelago’s
main islands, covering an area of almost 3
100km². A mountain range runs through the
centre of the island, while the harbour at
Kirakira is considered to be the best in the
Solomon Islands.

We anchor close to Anuta and local guides
escort us along a disused forestry road that winds up and inland where there are still some good pockets
of bush. Here we can reasonably expect to see an exciting range of new species including many that are
either endemic to Makira or otherwise only occur on a few other islands. These include the endemic
Sooty Myzomela, White-collared Monarch, White-mottled Flowerpecker, White-headed Fruit Dove and
Rufous Fantail. Other species could include Red-knobbed and Chestnut-bellied Imperial Pigeons,
Singing and Metallic Starling, Brahminy Kite, Pied Goshawk, Pacific Baza and Sanford's Sea Eagle. We
will enjoy the hospitality of the people in the nearby Anuta Village before departing for Honiara.
Day 13: Honiara Island. We anchor off Honiara, capital of
the Solomon Islands, and birders will take an early morning
excursion to nearby Mount Austin. Birds that might be seen
include Barred and White-bellied Cuckooshrikes, Blackbellied and Makira Cicadabirds, Brown-winged and Singing
Starlings, Long-tailed Myna, Chestnut-bellied and Solomons
Monarch,
Steel-blue
Flycatcher,
White-mottled
Flowerpecker, Olive-backed Sunbird and Black-headed
Myzomela. There should also be numbers of parrots and
pigeons including Yellow-bibbed Lory, Singing and Eclectus
Parrots, Finsch’s Pygmy Parrot, Broad-crested Corella, Redknobbed Imperial Pigeon and Claret-breasted Fruit Dove.
The remainder of the group will enjoy a tour of Honiara, the
capital of the Solomon Islands, which hugs the northern coast
of the island of Guadalcanal. Government House (now home
to the National Art Gallery), the Botanical Gardens, a number
of World War II relics and monuments, and the colourful
local markets make this a fascinating day. As we sail from
Honiara we also have a reasonable chance of seeing Tropical
Shearwater.

Eclectus Parrot (male)
by Jonathan Rossouw
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Day 14: Tetepare Island. Located in the New Georgia
group of islands, Tetepare is an excellent example of a
community conservation project as the entire island has
been set aside as a community run reserve. Long and
rugged, this island is cloaked in lush tropical forests and
fringed with reefs that are teeming with marine life; it is the
largest uninhabited tropical island in the Southern
Hemisphere.
There are a number of new Solomon endemics to look for
here including the highly localised Dark-eyed White-eye.
Other possibilities include Melanesian Scrubfowl, Claretbreasted Fruit Dove, Island Imperial Pigeon, Buff-headed
Coucal, Crimson-rumped Myzomela, Cockerell’s Fantail,
Kolombangara Monarch and, if we are extremely fortunate,
both Nicobar Pigeon and the extremely poorly known
Solomons Nightjar.
Day 15: Kolombangara Island. Kolombangara Island is
a dormant/semi-extinct volcano, 1 800m high and last
Claret-breasted Fruit Dove
active probably 10 000 years ago, located in the Western
by Jonathan Rossouw
Province of the Solomon Islands. We plan to land at the
settlement of Ringi Cove. Today provides the opportunity
to do some walking and head up into the hills of the Imbu Rano Conservation Area. This area was
initiated by the elders of Kolombangara who decided that logging of indigenous forests 400m above sea
level would be stopped, including on both custom and common land. Below the 400m mark a sustainable
forestry industry of exotic timbers has been established, growing mainly teak and eucalyptus. We will
travel to the lodge at the gateway of the reserve, which provides an uninterrupted view of the enormous
forested crater of Kolombangara (the extinct volcano after which the island is named). We will then be
escorted by guides while walking through
the dense forest to some picturesque
waterfalls and grottos. Birdlife will be
plentiful and we hope to see the spectacular
Sanford’s Sea Eagle and hopefully even the
elusive Roviana Rail. Other possibilities
include Metallic and Singing Starlings,
Cardinal, Duchess and Meek’s Lorikeets,
Solomons
(Ducorps’)
Cockatoo,
Kolombangara
and
White-Capped
Monarchs, Crimson-rumped Myzomela,
Blyth’s Hornbill, Superb and Claretbreasted Fruit Doves, Red-Knobbed
Imperial Pigeon, Steel-blue Flycatcher,
North
Melanesian
and
Barred
Cuckooshrikes,
and
Kolombangara
(Solomon) White-eye.
Solomons (Ducorps’s) Cockatoo by Jonathan Rossouw
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In the afternoon there will be time to enjoy a
refreshing dip in the sea as we snorkel off the
beach before our departure. In past voyages we
have encountered cetaceans as we sail these
waters over the New Britain Trench, so all eyes
will be scanning the seas for the tell-tale signs
of whale blows and leaping dolphins. Birders
will also want to keep a lookout for Heinroth’s
Shearwater, which also patrols this area.
Day 16: Off the coast of Bougainville. We are
at sea today and our target bird is Heinroth’s
Shearwater if we haven’t already seen it. Our
course takes us up the coast of Bougainville
before crossing a deep-water canyon known as
Wedge-tailed Shearwater by Adam Riley
the New Britain Trench. This area has proved
very productive for cetaceans on previous voyages and the species we have seen include Sperm Whale,
False Killer Whale, Fraser’s Dolphin and both Dwarf and Pygmy Sperm Whales.
Day 17: Off the coast of New Ireland. To the northeast of mainland Papua New Guinea lies the
mysterious and beautiful New Ireland Province, with New Ireland being the long narrow island north of
New Britain. We will spend the day off the coast of New Ireland searching for our main target bird, the
range-restricted Beck’s Petrel. We will again spend time chumming and cruising in the hope of seeing
this special species. Other birds we should encounter include Wedge-tailed and Streaked Shearwaters,
and possibly Grey-backed Tern. This is another area where a number of different species of cetaceans
have been seen including Melon-headed Whale.
Days 18 & 19: At sea. At sea and during this time we will cross the equator which we will celebrate in
traditional style. We will also be maintaining a constant pelagic watch for birds and mammals. There are
a number of species including Bulwer’s
Petrel, Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Whitetailed Tropicbird, White and Sooty Tern
and Greater and Lesser Frigatebird.
Please note that this can be an uneventful
stretch of ocean.
Days 20 & 21: Caroline Islands. We
will enter the protected (and historic)
waters of the Chuuk (Truk) Lagoon late
this afternoon. Once we are clear of
Customs and if there is time after
clearance has been given you are
welcome to go ashore and enjoy an
evening’s birding or a quiet stroll through
town. We will (weather permitting) offer
a couple of options for birding. On Weno

White-tailed Tropicbird by Adam Riley
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Island where the ship will be berthed,
you can walk around and there is a good
chance we can see species such as
Citrine
White-eye,
Micronesian
Myzomela, Micronesian Starling,
Oceanic Flycatcher, Caroline Reed
Warbler, Island Swiftlet and Purplecapped Fruit Dove. The other option
will be to take a long Zodiac ride to Tol
South Island where after a rather
demanding climb (especially in the heat
and humidity of these islands) there is a
reasonable chance of seeing the
endemic Teardrop White-eye and the
Chuuk Monarch.

Japanese Murrelet by Dennis Braddy

If birding is not for you today, then we
can arrange a dive or snorkel in this historic harbour where there are countless Japanese ships and aircraft.
These were sunk by the American Air Force in a surprise attack on February 17th 1944. We continue
north this afternoon.
Days 22 to 25: At sea. We have over 1500 nautical miles to run to Yokohama. This can be an uneventful
patch of ocean; we will nonetheless spend time pelagic watching for any unexpected sightings, and/or
simply relaxing and enjoying the tropics. Birds that we could see include Matsudaira’s and Leach’s Storm
Petrel, Bonin and Bulwer’s Petrels, Long-tailed Skua and Wedge-tailed and Bannerman’s Shearwater,
as well as numerous species of cetaceans.
On the way we will call in briefly at Yokohama to complete arrival formalities for Japan. In and around
the harbour we can expect to see Black-tailed
Gull and Japanese Cormorant. We then
immediately set sail for Miyake-Jima some 90
miles to the south. During this stretch of our
journey we will keep watch for Humpback
Whale, amongst other possibilities.
Day 26: Chichi-jima Island. We call in
briefly at Bonin Islands, where there will be an
opportunity for a walk in the vicinity of the
harbour. Here it is possible to see Japanese
Bush Warbler, Blue Rock Thrush, Japanese
White-eye and Brown-eared Bulbul. As we
sail north from the island we will keep a watch
out for the majestic Humpback Whale.
Day 27: Torishima Island. Around dawn (or
shortly thereafter), we will arrive at Torishima
Island. While landings are not allowed, we

Brown-eared Bulbul by Dennis Braddy
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plan to cruise close inshore for what will surely be
one of the seabird highlights of the trip – the
Short-tailed Albatross. Other species include
Black-footed Albatross, Streaked Shearwater and
Tristram’s Storm Petrel.

Japanese Robin by Adam Riley

Day 28: Hachijo-jima Island. Located in the Izu
Islands archipelago, Hachijo-Jima is a
picturesque subtropical volcanic island. The
island’s two main mountains are the volcanoes Mt
Mihara in the south-east and Mt Nishi in the
north-west. The island is a major exporter of
Phoenix roebelenii palms and also cultivates aloe
vera, so you may pass numerous plantations of
both. The island is home to the endemic Izu
Thrush, Ijima’s Leaf Warbler and Owston’s Tit.

We will also look for Japanese Wood Pigeon,
Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker and Japanese (Izu) Robin. We will end our birding on the expedition by
sailing close to some islets where we hope to find Japanese Murrelet. This evening we enjoy a final
dinner on board and prepare for our morning arrival tomorrow at the Port of Yokohama.
Day 29: Yokohama, Japan. After breakfast and arrival formalities have been completed in to
Yokohama, we will disembark the vessel. There will be a complimentary transfer from the ship to
Yokohama City Air Terminal. We ask you not to book any onward flights (Domestic or International)
until mid-afternoon to account for any delays and the time it takes to travel to the airports.
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS:
Tour dates, cabin prices, single supplement rates, relevant flight costs and spaces available for this cruise
are displayed on our website. Please note that cabins have variable prices depending on type and size.
Please see under IMPORTANT INFORMATION below.
You are welcome to contact the Rockjumper office for further information and specifics on the cabins
variations and booking conditions for this tour.
Please note: The cruise costs are subject to major foreign exchange fluctuations and unforeseen increases
in tour related costs (especially the price of fuel) and may have to be adjusted as a result. You will be
notified by email if fuel surcharges or other price adjustments need to be implemented. Furthermore, we
may be forced to change or alter the itinerary due to unforeseen circumstances, but please be aware that
we will attempt to stick as close to the original program as possible.
IMPORTANT NOTES:
a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we now quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour
price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other
currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final
invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour).
b) Please also note that a Rockjumper leader may not accompany the expedition unless a minimum
of 10 participants are signed up through Rockjumper. In the case that a Rockjumper leader is not
on board, the professional expedition staff will take care of all participants signed up through
Rockjumper.
c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs (especially fuel)
and may have to be adjusted as a result. You will be notified by email if fuel surcharges or other
price adjustments need to be implemented.
d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper
leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt
to adhere as close to the original program as possible.
ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS:
This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will depart from the Auckland, New Zealand, on the
afternoon/early evening of day 1. The tour should conclude by early morning (sea conditions can affect
this time) on day 29 at Yokohama Railway Station, where high speed trains connect you to Narita
International Airport. The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise
arrival and departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour
has been officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in
this regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office.
FLIGHTS:
Auckland International Airport (IATA: AKL) is the main port of entry for international flights into New
Zealand and is well serviced by all of the world’s major airlines. From here there are regular connections
to Tauranga, where the cruise departs from. The cruise will end at Yokohama Railway Station, where
high speed trains connect you to Narita International Airport (IATA: NRT), Japan. We have the capacity
to advise you on the best route according to your preferences, but your local travel agent will best be able
to book these flights for you. However, please DO NOT book your international flights until you
have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour.

