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Tour Summary 
 

Our exploration in search of some of the world’s rarest and sought after bird 

species could not have been set in more idyllic and spectacular scenery. The 

Mascarenes and the Seychelles, sprinkled in the tropical seas off East Africa 

are home to some of the rarest and most threatened bird species on earth.  

Thanks to amazing and extensive conservation work, many of the species 

with an uncertain future have been brought back from the brink of extinction 

and the reason why our tour was an outright success.  The trip yielded a total 

of 90 species, 35 of which are endemic, almost half of the total species seen 

on the tour. 

 

We started off on Mauritius, which was once one of the richest oceanic 

islands in terms of avian biodiversity.  Many of the species are now 

extinct, but of the avian species that remain, eight are endemic and can be 

found inland in the forested areas of the Black River Gorge National Park.  

Shortly after arriving at the Petrin Visitors Centre, welcoming views of 

the Mauritius Fody as well as the Mauritius Grey White-eye were had by 

all.  It took a little more effort than just climbing out the vehicle before we 

had a flyby view of the first Mauritius Echo Parakeet and White-tailed Tropicbirds soaring 

through the valleys of the Black River Gorge.  It was only later in the day after taking a short 

drive to Bassin Blanc and Pigeon Wood that Pink Pigeon and Mauritius Bulbul were added to the 

growing list of endemic birds for the trip.  Among the more common species included Mascarene 

Swiftlet as well as the introduced species such as Red-whiskered Bulbul, Madagascar Fody, 

Zebra and Spotted (Ground) Dove. 

 

The next morning we took a short flight to Rodrigues and headed directly for the Solitude 

Forest Station where before long the entire group had racked up cracking views of both the 

Rodrigues Fody and Rodrigues Brush-Warbler.  Later that afternoon we had our attention 

snatched by a roost of endemic Rodrigues Flying Foxes before returning to our hotel for dinner.  

A visit to Rodrigues is not complete without a trip to the offshore islet of Cocoa.  A short boat trip 

and the little island produced really close up views of nesting Lesser and Common Noddy, White 

(Fairy) Tern and Sooty Tern.  We also managed to add a couple of wader species to our lists such 

as Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling after scanning the beaches just before leaving the island. 

 
Returning to Mauritius after our short successful trip to Rodrigues, we 

set off again for the Black River Gorge National Park where our 

perseverance for the rare birds of the island slowly paid off by delivering 

fantastic views of Mauritius Cuckoo Shrike as well as Mauritius Echo 

Parakeet.  In the afternoon we were off to Round Island in search of 

Trinidade or Round Island Petrel, which took just over two hours to reach 

by boat.  On route we enjoyed sightings of hundreds of Red-Tailed 

Tropicbird above the cliffs of Ile Plate.  White-tailed Tropicbird, White Tern, Masked and Red-

footed Booby, Mascarene and Wedge-tailed Shearwater were also seen on route.  On arrival at 

Round Island we were treated to views of at least 30 Round Island Petrel soaring above the cliffs 

of the island. 

 

One of the highlights of our stay on Mauritius was most certainly the half day visit to Ile Aux 

Aigrettes, a 26 hectare raised calcarenite islet off the south east coast of Mauritius.  Ile Aux 
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Aigrettes is a working laboratory for conservation of endemic species and by restoring the habitat 

the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation has managed to reintroduce the Mauritius Pink Pigeon, 

Mauritius Fody and Mauritius Olive White-eye successfully.  It was here that sightings of all 

three species were unparalleled. 

 
The next morning, after a short flight, we arrived on the French governed 

island of Reunion.  After lunch and time to settle in we were off to the St 

Ettiene River mouth in search of Baurau’s Petrel.  To our delight, about 50 

birds were seen in total which we managed to get good scope views along with 

Roseate Tern as the birds gathered just beyond the breakers in the afternoon 

light.  The next morning we headed for the highlands where the indigenous 

forests of La Roche Ecrite National Park, filled with tree ferns and orchids is a 

great place to bird with good numbers of birds too.  Most of the endemic 

species found here were extremely obliging and satisfying views of Reunion 

Grey White-eye, Reunion Olive White-eye, Reunion Stonechat and Reunion 

Bulbul were enjoyed as we ambled up the scenic path.  Mascarene Flycatcher 

busily foraged through the lush vegetation along our route while Reunion 

Harrier occasionally made satisfying appearances as they soared effortlessly 

overhead. 

 

Both Mascarene Swiftlet and Martin were seen on numerous occasions during 

our travels around the island. 

 

From a valued tip off we made a quick visit to Le Domaine D’Anse Jonchee where a pair of 

very relaxed Mauritius kestrel and their fledgling youngster delivered good views in a tree not far 

from the reception area.  Our last endemic to wrap up the island of Mauritius certainly called for 

celebration as we enjoyed a superb lunch before setting off to the granitic Isles of the Seychelles. 

 
We spent our first full day on Mahe, the largest of the granitic 

Seychelles Isles, with spectacular granite boulders peering from the 

green forested mountain slopes which rise from the sea.  The scenery is 

unforgettable with palm fringed, white sand beaches dotted with granite 

boulders.  With the sun warming the scenic colours of the tropical 

surroundings we made our way around the island, from site to site 

enjoying great views of most of the islands remarkable endemics.  Our 

first stop was Mission Tea Factory that did not hold back on giving us 

the opportunity to scope and view countless Seychelles Blue Pigeon and 

noisy Seychelles Bulbul. On route to St Francis Church we had a flyby view of a Seychelles 

Kestrel as a warm up for the views to follow.  St Francis Church situated on the south west of the 

island is a well known site for these birds and to our delight an adult Kestrel noisily warded off 

Common Myna as it delivered a freshly killed bright colored Day Gecko to a juvenile Kestrel.  

After half an hour of action, interaction and unsurpassed views we headed to our next site, 

Plantation Resort, where we managed to track down and secure awesome views of the Yellow 

(Chinese) Bittern which is a rare natural colonizing resident to the Seychelles.  Then onto Baie 

Lazare mud flats, where scope views of the sunlit flats and a variety of waders were lapped up as 

the birds took advantage of the receding tide.   Eurasian Curlew, Whimbrel, Curlew Sandpiper, 

Terek Sandpiper, Saunder’s Tern, Black-naped Tern and the much sought after Crab Plover were 

viewed.   After lunch it was the Botanical Gardens that kept us busy as we had countless sightings 

and spectacular views of Seychelles Sunbird, Seychelles Bulbul, Seychelles Blue Pigeon and 
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endemic Seychelles Flying Fox that noisily squabbled over roosting sites in the towering trees 

that fill the gardens.  In the late afternoon we headed to La Misère where we had awesome views 

of a pair of Seychelles White-eye, one of the islands most threatened bird species as well as 

Seychelles Swiftlet that appeared on the scene as they soared above our heads. As night fell we 

headed up the forested mountain slopes of the Morne Seychellois National Park to higher 

altitudes where the elusive and very threatened Seychelles Scops Owl can be found.  At three 

sites we were lucky enough to have the birds calling their raspy haunting call above our heads but 

the impenetrable lush green vegetation kept the cryptic creatures from our sights. 

 

A 15 minute flight the next morning took us to the second largest of 

the Seychelles islands Praslin, we then transferred by boat to Aride 

Island. On our approach to the island we noticed the sky filled with both 

Lesser and Greater Frigatebirds.  Before we had begun our guided walk 

to the view point Gros la Tête, 134m above sea level, we could not help 

but be delayed by countless spectacular sightings and close up views of 

nesting White-tailed Tropicbirds, Common and Lesser Noddy and their young, foraging 

Seychelles Warbler, Seychelles Fody and Seychelles Turtle Dove.  The latter, probably the last of 

the species that can still be easily distinguished from the common Madagascar Turtle Dove.  On 

our walk to the view point I turned over some soil on the path and without a second passing a pair 

of Seychelles Magpie Robins was on the scene.  Taking advantage of the opportunity before 

them, they helped themselves to the countless arrays of detritivorous organisms that inhabit the 

organic rich soil below the canopy of trees.  This most memorable sighting that took place at our 

feet for almost an hour was soaked up by all as we gorged ourselves with views of a bird who’s 

numbers were as low as 24 individuals and today stand at a mere 90 individuals. 

 
A half-day visit to the Valleè De Mai Nature Reserve and World Heritage Site 

gave us incredible views of yet another endemic and the national bird of the 

Seychelles, the Seychelles Black Parrot.  We were lucky enough to locate at least 

15 birds as well as having some more good views of Seychelles Blue Pigeons and 

Seychelles Bulbuls during our visit to the Coco de Mer forest. 

 

A visit to Cousin Island delivered yet more sensational sightings of land and 

sea birds alike.  We were fortunate enough to visit nesting sites of Wedge-tailed 

and Audubon’s Shearwaters and at the same time had eye level views of Bridled and White Tern 

as well as Red-tailed and White-tailed Tropicbird. 

 

A highlight of Cousin Island was being spectator to 2 nesting Hawksbill Turtles that we 

patiently observed as they filled in their nest burrows along the pathways just above the high 

water mark. 
 

To end our trip in style we visited La Digue Island and were overjoyed with 

several close sightings of our last endemic bird of the Seychelles Granitic Isles, the 

Black Paradise Flycatcher.  No less than 15 individual birds caught our attention as 

we wandered the forested pathways and marveled at the spectacular plumage of the 

male birds. 

Ending off our trip in Mahe we bid our farewells and closed off an utterly 

enjoyable and successful trip of the Isles of the Indian Ocean. 
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Annotated List of Bird Species recorded 
(90 Species) 

 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F. and M.Wright. 2006. Birds of the World 

 

 Petrels, Shearwaters  Procellariidae  
Barau's Petrel (EN) Pterodroma baraui 

Very localized bird of the open oceans between Madagascar and Rèunion, breeding only 

on the island of Rèunion where it is regarded as endemic. Great views of approximately 

50 birds were seen at the St Ettiene river mouth, Rèunion. 

Herald (Round Island) Petrel Pterodroma arminjoniana 

For those who accept this as a full species, split from the Trinidade Petrel, possibly 

endemic to Round Island.  Exceptional sighting of at least 30 were seen in Mauritius 

around the cliffs of Round Island. 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater Puffinus pacificus 

A number of birds were seen in Mauritius between the mainland and Round Island as 

well as nesting birds seen on Cousin Island in the Seychelles. 

Audubon's Shearwater  Puffinus Iherminiera 

Only a single bird was seen in a nest on Cousin Island in the Seychelles. 

Mascarene Shearwater  Puffinus atrodorsalis 

2 were seen on the boat trip between Mauritius mainland and Round Island. 

 

Tropicbirds  Phaethontidae 
Red-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon rubricauda 

Great numbers were seen off shore in Mauritius around Ile Plate and Round Island as 

well as individual birds on Aride in the Seychelles. 

White-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon lepturus 

Great numbers were seen throughout the entire Indian Ocean Islands, especially common 

around the island’s mainlands. 

 

Frigatebirds  Fregatidae 
Greater Frigatebird  Fregata minor 

Great numbers were seen on Aride as well as 30 or so on Cousin Island, Seychelles. 

Lesser Frigatebird  Fregata ariel 

Numbers at least in the hundreds on Aride as well as approximately 15 on Cousin Island, 

Seychelles. 

 

Gannets & Boobies  Sulidae 
Masked Booby  Sula dactylara 

Our only sighting was 2 individual birds seen on route to Round Island from Mauritius. 

Red-footed Booby  Sula sula 

A single bird sighted at Round Island, Mauritius. 

 

Herons  Ardeidae 
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Yellow (Chinese) Bittern  Ixobrychus sinensis 

This is a rare resident and self-colonizing bird of the Seychelles where great views were 

had of at least 5 birds at the Plantation club on Mahe, Seychelles. 

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 

On a number of occasions in Mauritius with livestock and open fields, also at the airport 

in Rèunion and a single bird on Mahe at the Plantation club. 

Green-backed (Striated) Heron Butorides striatus 

This adaptable and common bird was seen on all the islands visited on the tour, at any 

other water bodies on the islands. 

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 

2 birds were seen in Mauritius and again more commonly viewed at various locations on 

Mahe and Praslin, Seychelles. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

A single sighting of this species was enjoyed as it hunted in typical heron fashion in a 

fresh water pond along the roadside on Mahe, Seychelles. 

 

Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Madagascar (Reunion) Harrier (NT) Circus [maillardi] macrosceles 

2 sightings in the La Roche Ecrite National Park on Rèunion, both occasions as the birds hunted 

over low vegetation. 

Falcons  Falconidae 

Mauritius Kestrel (VU)  Falco punctatus 

Sighted on three occasions, twice at Pigeon Wood where very brief glimpses were had of 

the birds as they flew in the distance and disappeared behind a crest.  A family of adults 

and a fledgling were scoped and viewed for almost an hour on the private property of Le 

Domaine D’Anse Jonchee. A highlight as this particular species was in big trouble when 

there were only 2 individual birds alive in the wild in 1975, today over 300 wild birds 

live on the island of Mauritius. 

Seychelles Kestrel (VU)  Falco araea 

Endemic to the central Seychelles islands we had exceptional views of this species on 3 

occasions, a single bird flying over head on route to St Francis Church, an adult and a 

juvenile at St Francis Church and a single adult at the Mahe airport’s domestic terminal. 

  

Francolins & Allies  Francolinidae 

Gray Francolin  Francolinus pondicerianus 

A single bird was seen crossing over the road in sugar cane plantations in Mauritius 

between Blue Bay and Petrin. 

 

Rails & Gallinules  Rallidae 

Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 

Seen abundantly on the satellite islands in the Seychelles.  Up to 30 individuals seen on 

Aride, 15-20 on La Digue as well as on Mahe at the Plantation Club. 

 

Crab Plover  Dromadidae 
Crab Plover  Dromas ardeola 
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Knock out scope views of 15 or so individuals on Mahe at the Baie Lazare mud flats. 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Pacific Golden Plover  Pluvialis fulva 

2 birds were viewed on the shoreline in front of the Indian Ocean Lodge on our last day 

in Praslin. 

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula tundrae 

Great views of 2 birds at the Coco Estuary in Mourouk on Rodrigues Island. 

Lesser Sand (Mongolian) Plover Charadrius mongolus pamirensis 

A small group viewed on the shoreline in front of the Indian Ocean Lodge. 

Greater Sand Plover  Charadrius leschenaultii 

crassirostris 

Great sightings were had on Rodrigues Island in Mourouk at the Coco Estuary as well as 

on Aride Islands shoreline. 

Grey (Black-bellied) Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

A single bird was viewed at Baie Lazare mud flats on Mahe, Seychelles 

 

Sandpipers & Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica lapponica 

Good views of a single bird at the Baie Lazare mud flats in Mahe, Seychelles. 

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus phaeopus 

Sightings were had on the shorelines on numerous occasions on Mauritius, Rodrigues, 

Rèunion and the entire Seychelles. 

Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata orientalis 

Scoped and viewed alongside Whimbrel which was great for comparison.  Enjoyed by all 

as this the largest wader species and an uncommon summer visitor to the islands, far rarer 

than the Whimbrel. 

Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis 

A couple of birds were seen on Mahe at the Baie Lazare mud flats as well as on the 

shoreline in front of the Indian Ocean Lodge. 

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 

Viewed at Coco Estuary in Mourouk on Rodrigues as well as a single bird on Praslin in 

front of the Indian Ocean Lodge. 

Terek Sandpiper  Tringa cinerea 

We found 2 birds and enjoyed great views of this busy wader at Baie Lazare on Mahe and 

again on the shoreline in Praslin in front of the Indian Ocean Lodge. 

Common Sandpiper  Tringa hypoleucos 

A single bird was observed on the Baie Lazare mud flats on Mahe and again only an 

individual on Praslin in front of the Indian Ocean Lodge. 

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres interpres 

Sighted on numerous occasions on Mauritius, Rodrigues and Ile Coco, as well as being a 

common shore bird on all the Seychelles islands. 

Sanderling  Calidris alba 

A number of individuals were seen on Rodrigues at Coco Estuary, Ile Coco as well as on 

a couple of occasions on the shoreline in front of Indian Ocean Lodge, couple of birds at 
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Baie Lazare on Mahe.  A single bird also viewed on shoreline on Cousin Island. 

Little Stint  Calidris minuta 

We found this wader singles on two occasions in the Seychelles, at Baie Lazare on Mahe 

and again on the shoreline in front of Indian Ocean Lodge, Praslin. 

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea 

Small groups located on Mahe at Baie Lazare as well as being observed on exposed mud 

flats at low tide on Praslin in front the Indian Ocean Lodge. 

 

Terns  Sternidae 
Lesser Crested Tern  Sterna bengalensis bengalensis 

2 on Reunion at the St Etienne river mouth and again 2 birds located on Cousin Island in 

the Seychelles. 

Swift Tern  Sterna bergii 

We observed these birds only in the Seychelles, where on each occasion they were found 

in pairs.  Once on a rock at the waters edge on Mahe, again at the Baie Lazare mud flats 

and a pair on the exposed flats on Praslin. 

Roseate Tern  Sterna dougallii arideensis 

We were fortunate enough to get very good views of this tern species on Rèunion at the 

St Etienne river mouth, where at least 12 birds were located just off the shoreline. 

White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus 

A single bird was located on the mud flats at Baie Lazare on Mahe in the Seychelles. 

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo hirundo 

2 birds were identified at the jetty on La Digue Island and later seen again sitting up on 

exposed rocks close to where they were seen on our arrival to La Digue. 

Black-naped Tern  Sterna sumatrana 

A pair of this magnificent tern species was observed as they hunted by diving into the 

waters of the lagoon at Baie Lazare on Mahe, Seychelles. 

Bridled Tern  Sterna anaethetus 

We had great sightings of approximately 15 birds on Ile Coco on Rodrigues and saw the 

birds on numerous occasions throughout our stay in the Seychelles, especially on the boat 

crossings to Aride, Cousin and La Digue islands. 

Sooty Tern  Sterna fuscata nubilosa 

3 individuals were viewed on route to Round Island in Mauritius.  Over a hundred 

individual birds were observed in a nesting colony on Ile Coco off shore of Rodrigues.  A 

couple of individual birds were seen on the crossing between Praslin and Cousin Island. 

Saunders' Tern  Sterna saundersi 

9 of these tiny terns were scoped roosting on the Baie Lazare mud flats on Mahe.  

Fairy Tern  Sterna nereis 

Awesome views throughout the tour, where the best views were had of nesting birds at 

close quarters on Ile Coco in Rodrigues, as well as on Aride in the Seychelles.  The boat 

crossings between Praslin and Aride, Cousin and La Digue proved to be fruitful with 

regards to sightings of this bird. 

Lesser Noddy  Anous tenuirostris 

Many good views at close quarters were had on Ile Coco just off Rodrigues as well as on 

Aride and Cousin Islands in the Seychelles. 
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Brown Noddy  Anous stolidus 

At least 20 birds were viewed on route to Round Island in Mauritius.  This species was 

abundant on Ile Coco offshore of Rodrigues where we gorged ourselves on amazing 

close-up views of many nesting birds. Also located on all the island crossings in the 

Seychelles as well as great views once again of nesting birds at close quarters on Aride 

and Cousin Islands. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Common Pigeon  Columba livia 

Common introduced species to Mauritius, Rèunion and larger islands Mahe and Praslin in 

the Seychelles. 

Pink Pigeon  Nesoenas mayeri 

An endangered Mauritian endemic that is confined to remnant forest patches in the south-

west of the island as well as a small reintroduced population of 75 birds on Ile Aux 

Aigrettes, just south-east of the Mauritius mainland.  This bird was critically endangered 

with a population of between 10 and 20 birds in the wild in 1975, which now stands at 

almost 400 today.  No better views could have been had of this spectacularly beautiful 

and very large pigeon than those at Pigeon Wood in the Black River Gorge National Park 

as well as on Ile Aux Aigrettes. 

Madagascar Turtle Dove Streptopelia picturata  

Common introduced species seen on Mauritius and all the islands we visited in the 

Seychelles. 

[Seychelles Turtle Dove]  Streptopelia picturata rostrata 

In the past this was definitely a separate species but proved to be noticeably difficult to 

distinguish from the Madagascar Turtle Dove as these two species have interbred.  Whilst 

on Aride Island we viewed what is possibly the last remnants of the Seychelles Turtle 

Dove true form.  The birds were noticeably smaller and more compact with really dark 

copper colored heads. 

Spotted Dove  Streptopelia chinensis 

Introduced to Mauritius in 1781, seen on a number occasions whilst in towns or near 

human habitation on Mauritius. 

Zebra Dove  Geopelia striata 

A common introduced species on Mauritius, Rodrigues, Rèunion, in the Seychelles on 

Mahe and Praslin. 

Seychelles Blue Pigeon  Alectroenas pulcherrima 

A Seychelles endemic that was located and admired in many locations on Mahe.  We also 

managed good views on a number of occasions on Praslin, at the Valleè Da Mai Nature 

Reserve for example.  Sightings were also enjoyed of individual birds in the forested 

areas on Aride and La Digue Islands. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Seychelles Black Parrot  Coracopsis barklyi 

This is a Seychelles endemic and is the national bird of the Seychelles.  No less than 15 

of these scarce birds were viewed at the Valleè Da Mai, as they noisily flew between 

palm trees seeking out their favorite food. 
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Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri 

Feral population established from cage escapees that were seen in there hundreds 

returning to roost at the Black River Gorge National Park. 

Mauritius (Echo) Parakeet (CR) Psittacula echo 

Conservation status of this parrot is critical and it is believed to be the most threatened 

and rarest parrot species as well as the rarest wild breeding bird in the world.  Due to 

extensive conservation work conducted by the Mauritian Wildlife Appeal Fund, the 

numbers of this bird have increased from natural wild population of less than 50 in 1975 

to over 150 today.  We were fortunate to have a single bird fly past us on the Macchabèe 

Ridge and a pair of birds on another occasion on the same trail but this time in a nest box 

where we all had great scope views of birds entering and leaving the nest.     

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Seychelles Scops Owl (EN) Otus insularis 

This is the rarest and most seldom seen bird species in the Seychelles with a conservation 

status of endangered.  Unfortunately we never managed to view the bird but heard three 

separate birds at three different sites in the Morne Seychellois National Park on Mahe. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Seychelles Swiftlet (VU)  Aerodramus elaphrus 

This is a species of mountainous terrain and we located 12 of these birds at La Misère in 

the Morne Seychellois National Park.  This is a vulnerable species endemic to Central 

Seychelles. 

Mascarene Swiftlet  Aerodramus francicus 

A common endemic to Mauritius and Rèunion and is most often seen in mountain cliffs 

and gullies.  Sighted a number of times in Mauritius Black River Gorge National Park, on 

Rèunion Island in the mountainous terrain of the La Roche Ecrite National Park as well as 

foraging in the lowlands close to the Hotel. 
 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Mascarene Martin  Phedina borbonica borbonica 

Good views were had of 6 birds foraging alongside Mascarene Swiftlets in a field next to 

the hotel.  Another sighting was had of another 5 birds in the car park at La Roche Ecrite 

National Park. 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Mauritius Cuckooshrike (VU) Coracina typical 

A vulnerable species, uncommon endemic to Mauritius where it is restricted in its range 

to forest patches in the south-west of the island.  Seen briefly on two separate occasions 

at Bassen Blanc.  Fantastic views were had by all of male bird vocalizing from the top of 

tree at Pigeon Wood. 

Reunion Cuckooshrike  Coracina newtoni 

This species is an uncommon endemic to Rèunion where it is only found at high altitude 

in natural forest and gullies in the north-west.  La Roche Ecrite National Park holds only 25 

pairs of this species.  The bird was heard on 2 separate occasions but unfortunately not 

seen. 
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Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Red-whiskered Bulbul  Pycnonotus jocosus 

An introduced species that was viewed abundantly at all locations on the mainland of 

Mauritius. A single bird was seen on Rèunion. 

Seychelles Bulbul (LC)  Hypsipetes crassirostris 

A locally common endemic to Central Seychelles, where regular sightings were had of 

this species as they noisily clambered through trees or flew between trees.  Good views 

were had of this species on Mahe, Praslin, Aride and La Digue. 

Reunion Bulbul  Hypspetes borbonicus 

An uncommon furtive endemic to Rèunion, inhabiting natural forest at high altitudes.  

This very large, shy species was seen and heard vocalizing throughout the day at La 

Roche Ecrite National Park. 

Mauritius Bulbul (VU)  Hypspetes olivaceus 

A vulnerable uncommon endemic to Mauritius where the population stands at no more 

than 300 individual birds.  We managed to secure good views of this bird at Black River 

Gorge National Park, Pigeon Wood and Bassen Blanc. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 

Seychelles Magpie-Robin (CR) Copsychus sechellarum 

A critically endangered endemic to Frègate, Cousin and Aride Islands in the Seychelles.  

This species was teetering on the brink of extinction (24 birds) due to habitat destruction 

and predation by introduced rats and cats. With the translocation of birds to predator free 

outlying islands there has been a steady increase in the population to around 90 birds.  

Reunion Stonechat  Saxicola tectes 

A common endemic to Rèunion Island, inhabiting forest edges on heathlands at high 

elevations.  We had great views of no less than 30 birds at very close quarters.  

Encountered 4 nests each with 2 chicks, nestled in the banks of a path through La Roche 

Ecrite National Park.  

 

Old World Warblers  Turdidae 
Rodrigues Warbler (EN)  Acrocephalus rodericanus 

Endangered endemic to Rodrigues Island, surviving in small remnant patches of 

woodland on slopes and in gullies.  The total population is believed to be less than 200 

birds, marking a significant improvement from a survey conducted in 1974 recording 

only 32 birds.  We managed to secure unbelievable views of at least 3 pairs as they 

moved through woodland trees around us.  

Seychelles Warbler (VU)  Acrocephalus sechellensis 

Vulnerable endemic to the Iles of Cousin, Cousine and Aride, inhabiting scrubby 

undergrowth, light woodlands and thickets.  It is a survival success story as its numbers 

were as low as 29 individual birds, while today there are 1500+ birds. Many birds were 

easily viewed on both Cousin and Aride.  The species is not shy or skulking and so was 

enjoyed as it fed and carried on its daily routine around us at very close quarters. 

 

Monarch Flycatchers  Monarchidae 
Seychelles Paradise Flycatcher (CR) Terpsiphone corvine 
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Endangered endemic to Seychelles where the bird is confined to La Digue Island.  Only 

150 birds survive in the wild where they are predominantly confined to the Black 

Paradise Flycatcher Reserve.  We had excellent views of at least fifteen birds and voted 

the most beautiful bird of the entire trip! 

Mascarene Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone bourbonnenis 

Endemic to Mauritius and Rèunion Islands, inhabiting natural forests, forest edge and 

secondary growth.  A single bird was seen only by Dave at Le Domaine D’Anse Jonchee on 

Mauritius but three pairs were  located at Rèunion’s La Roche Ecrite National Park. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Seychelles Sunbird (LC)  Nectariniadussumieri 

A common endemic to Central Seychelles recorded daily on Praslin, Aride, La Digue and 

Cousin Islands, with the most notable sightings being at the Botanical Gardens on Mahe. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Mascarene (Reunion Gray) White-eye Zosterops borbonicus 

Common endemic to Rèunion where they were commonly encountered at natural, high 

altitude forest at La Roche Ecrite National Park. 

Reunion (Olive) White-eye Zosterops olivaceus 

Common endemic to Rèunion where good numbers were seen on natural, high altitude 

forest in La Roche Ecrite National Park. 

Mauritius (Olive) White-eye (CR) Zosterops chloronothus 

An uncommon endemic with a critical status. We managed some flyby views of this bird 

on two separate occasions at Pigeon Wood but were spoiled with unparalleled looks of a 

pair defending their nest from marauding Mauritius Fody on Ile Aux Aigrettes. 

Mauritius (Gray) White-eye Zosterops mauritianus 

A common endemic of Mauritius that we managed to get incredible views and sightings 

of at almost all locations we traveled to on the mainland. 

Seychelles White-eye (CR) Zosterops modestus 

A critically endangered endemic that is difficult to see on Mahe.  Two separate pairs were 

sighted and enjoyed at La Misère in the Morne Seychellois National Park. 

 

Weavers  Ploceidae 
Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus 

A common introduced bird to Mauritius and Reunion. 

Madagascar Red Fody  Foudia madagascariensis 

Introduced to and common on Rèunion, Mauritius, Rodrigues and the Seychelles. 

Mauritius Fody (CR)  Foudia rubra 

A critically endangered endemic that has suffered a massive decline in population 

numbers as a result of introduced predators, i.e. rats and cats.  Excellent views on a 

number of occasions in the Black River Gorge National Park and Ile Aux Aigrettes. 

Seychelles Fody (VU)  Foudia sechellarum 

A vulnerable endemic were easily viewed on Aride and Cousin Islands. 

Rodrigues Fody (VU)  Foudia flavicans 

An endemic of Rodrigues Island with a vulnerable status where numbers have increased 
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from only 50 birds in 1975 to over four hundred birds in recent years.  Close confiding 

views were enjoyed by all as over 6 separate pairs were viewed in full display just in the 

short time we had at the Solitude Forest Station. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis tristis 

An introduced species now common all the islands. 

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
House Crow  Corvus splendens 

A colonizer of Mauritius where we saw a number of individuals throughout our stay on 

the island. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 

A common introduction to Mauritius, Rodrigues as well as Rèunion Islands. 

 

Finches  Estrilidae 
Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild 

An introduced species seen on a number of occasions in Mauritius.  

 

Canaries  Fringillidae 

Yellow-fronted Canary  Serinus mozambicus 

An introduced species that was seen in Mauritius. 

 

Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded 
(6 species) 

 

Macaque Monkey 
The Crab Eating Macaque Macaca fascicularis 

Introduced to Mauritius in the seventeenth century.  It has contributed to the 

disappearance or the rarity of certain endemic species because of its fondness for birds, 

eggs and nestlings.  This primate species was encountered a couple of times in and 

around Black River Gorge National Park. 

 

Flying Foxes 
Mauritian Fruit Bat (Flying Fox) Pteropus niger 

Endemic, the only surviving indigenous mammal to Mauritius.  Seen from view points in 

Black River Gorge National Park 

Rodrigues Flying-Fox  Pteropus rodriguensis 

The only endemic and indigenous mammal still surviving on Rodrigues.  A population of 

only 200 individuals live in Rodrigues and we managed excellent views of this handsome 

frugivorous bat.  

Seychelles Fruit Bat  Pteropus sychellensis 
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An endemic bat to the granitic Seychelles Islands.  While staying on Mahe and Praslin, 

we viewed numerous bats especially in the Botanical Gardens on Mahe where the larger 

trees of the 

gardens are utilized for roosts. 

 

Tenrec 
Common Tenrec  Tenrec equadatus 

This hedgehog-like insectivorous mammal was introduced from Madagascar.  Three were 

seen at the Valleè De Mai Nature Reserve on Praslin. 

 

Deer 
Red Deer  Cervus elaphus 

An Eurasian species introduced to Mauritius.  A couple of private properties adjoining 

BRGNP contained Red Deer. 
 

Annotated List of Reptile Species recorded 
(10 species) 

 

Geckos 
Ornate Day Gecko  Phelsuma ornate 

Endemic to Mauritius, this striking coloured gecko was observed on Ile Aux Aigrettes 

Nature Reserve while hunting insects. 

Green (Day) Gecko  Phelsuma astriata 

Found on all the inner granitic islands of Seychelles.  This endemic gecko is the most 

common of the Day Geckos in the Seychelles.  Located individuals on Praslin, Mahe and 

La Digue, either licking the nectar from flowers or using cryptic coloration to melt into 

surroundings while hunting insects. 

Phelsuma longinsulae 

Endemic, this species is absent from the Praslin group but on the Mahe group it occurs 

alongside P. astriata.  Seen in the Botanical Gardens on Mahe 

 

Phelsuma sunbergi 

Endemic, the largest green gecko in the granitic Seychelles.  Viewed on numerous 

occasions in the Valleè De Mai Nature Reserve on Praslin, as well as in the Paradise 

Black Flycatcher reserve on La Digue Island. 

Bronze-eyed Geckos  Ailuronyx seychellensis 

  Ailuronyx tachyscopaeus 

Ailuronyx trachygaster 

The Bronze-eyed Gecko genus Ailuronyx is endemic to the granitic Seychelles.  These 

bulky arboreal geckos are distinguished by size and distribution.  Good comparative 

views of all three were had in the Valleè De Mai Nature Reserve on Praslin, as well as on 

Mahe, Aride and La Digue. 

Skinks 
Round Island (Telfairs) Skink Leiolopsima telfairii 
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An endemic skink once found on Mauritius and the surrounding islets, but now only 

found in the wild on Round Island.  Brought to Isle Aux Aigrettes by the Mauritius 

Wildlife Foundation in support of the long term recovery programme of Mauritian 

reptiles 

Seychelles Skink  Mabuya seychellensis 

Endemic to the Seychelles and found on almost all the islands. 

Wright’s Skink  Mabuya wrightii 

Endemic, larger of the 2 skinks and only found on predator free islands, generally 

alongside sea bird colonies.  Large numbers were seen on Aride and Cousin Islands. 

 
Tortoise 

Aldabra Giant Tortoise  Aldabrachelys elephantine 

Introduced from Aldabra to various islands in the Seychelles as well as to Mauritius and 

Rodrigues Islands. 

 

Turtles 
Green Turtle  Chelonia mydas 

Regarded as globally endangered the Green Turtle breeds on all the granitic islands.  

Fortunate to locate the turtle on a ferry transfer between Cousin and Praslin. 

Hawksbill Turtle  Eretmochelys imbricate 

Critically endangered, smaller than the Green Turtle and breeds on all the islands.  Two 

turtles were observed laying eggs just above the high-water mark on Cousin Island and 

another was viewed whilst snorkeling on Aride. 

 

Photo Credits:  Pink Pigeon, Rodrigues Fody, Mauritius Olive White-eye, Mascarene Flycatcher, 

Seychelles Kestrel, Seychelles Sunbird, Seychelles Magpie Robin, Seychelles Black Parrot, 
Black Paradise Flycatcher all by Daphne Gemmil 
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