
 

 

Indonesia 

Highlights of Western Indonesia 
(Flores, Komodo, Bali, Java & Sumatra) 

15th to 28th July 2019 (14 days) 

Trip Report  

 

 
Javan Banded Pitta by Glen Valentine 

 

 

 



Trip report compiled by Tour Leader : Glen Valentine 

 

Top 10 list as voted for by the tour participants: 
 

1. Javan Trogon 

2. Red-crowned Barbet 

3. Green Broadbill 

4. Javan Frogmouth 

5. Buffy Fish Owl 

6. Pygmy Cupwing 

7. Rufous-collared Kingfisher 

8. Javan Banded Pitta 

9. Red-bearded Bee-eater 

10. Bali Myna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tour Summaryé 
 

This short but extremely productive and varied tour, covering a fine selection of hand-picked ñtop birding 

sites and destinationsò throughout Western Indonesia was an immense success, once again and was an 
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absolute joy to lead due to our enthusiastic, fun and very good-natured group. Our quick-fire, two-week 

tour of western Indonesia, kicked off in Denpasar, on the island of Bali where we all met up at the Harris 

Hotel for an introductory dinner and flight the following morning to the island of Flores, situated in Nusa 

Tenggara (The Lesser Sundas), a chain of islands running mostly east/west to the east of Wallaceôs line, 

therefore having a distinctly Australasian flair about their avifauna.  

 

After arriving in the large, coastal town of 

Labuan Bajo, the gateway to the popular 

and famous Komodo Island, we boarded 

our minibus and began the windy drive 

east, up into the hills, towards our first 

biding locality of the tour, the forest 

reserve of Puarlolo. This small reserve 

was initially set aside to protect the 

endemic and highly threatened Flores 

Monarch that was only discovered from 

this area as recently as 1971 and is still 

only known from a few scattered localities 

in the sub-montane forest on Flores. The 

forest also harbours a number of other 

extremely desirable Flores and Lesser 

Sundaic endemics and we were to enjoy a 

very fine late morning and early afternoon 

stint of birding in and around the forest. 

Birds were everywhere, as soon as we exited the vehicle at our first stop and included target species like 

the handsome Little (Flores) Minivet, Ashy-bellied White-eye (previously considered a race of 

Oriental/Sunda White-eye), Crested White-eye (Heleia), Golden-rumped Flowerpecker and a pair of 

perched and soaring Bonelliôs Eagle. Thereafter 

we entered the forest along a narrow and 

indistinct foot-path where we quickly picked up 

a singing Russet-capped Tesia, a very 

responsive and cooperative pair of Thick-billed 

White-eye (Heleia) and a very shy and brief 

Chestnut-capped Thrush. Deeper into the forest 

we stumbled across an Elegant Pitta that could 

not be lured into the open, as well as a brilliant, 

perched view of a calling Glittering (White-

rumped) Kingfisher. The attractive and 

recently-split Rusty-breasted (Tenggara 

Golden) Whistler also put in an appearance, 

while our lunch break was pleasantly 

interrupted by the gorgeous Black-fronted 

Flowerpecker and Yellow-ringed White-eye 

(Wallaceôs Heleia), as well as another fine pair 

of Little Minivet. After lunch, we made our way 

back into the forest along a different trail where 

we soon managed to locate and obtain 

excellent, repeat views of the rare Flores 

Monarch, undoubtedly one of the islandôs most 
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sought-after endemics. Here, we also encountered a pair of Brown-capped (Trumpeting) Fantails before 

heading back out to continue the drive towards our destination for the next two nights, the highland town 

of Ruteng.  

 

The drive was rather uneventful, 

other than an unexpected Nankeen 

(Australasian) Kestrel, a rare 

migrant from Australia, hovering 

low over an open area of fields and 

rice-paddies. We reached Ruteng 

after a very windy, two-and-a-half-

hour drive, and after quickly 

checking into our hotel, we departed 

up into the montane forest of 

Ranamese for some night-birding. 

Alas, the clouds rolled in and we 

were soon rained out and the short 

efforts we made at attempting to lure 

in either Flores or Wallaceôs Scops 

Owls were totally fruitless and we 

soon cut our losses and returned to 

the warmth and comfort of our hotel, 

vowing to return for the owls the 

next evening.  

 

Our second day on Flores starting out in fine form 

indeed as we began to make quick head-roads into the 

mouth-watering list of highland endemics that are to be 

found in the Golo Lusang area above Ruteng. Birding 

along the narrow and fairly quiet road here was brilliant 

and we kicked off proceedings with the endemic race 

of Timor Leaf Warbler (sometimes split as Flores Leaf 

Warbler), as well as good numbers of Ashy-bellied 

White-eyes, Barred Cuckoo-Doves, a single fly-over 

Ruddy Cuckoo-Dove and more Rusty-breasted 

Whistlers. Further up the road, we heard several Bare-

throated Whistlers bellowing out their amazing, loud 

and varied songs from within the forest interior but 

could not be lured to the road edge. A Banded (Black-

backed) Fruit Dove also put in an appearance, while we 

enjoyed excellent looks at several active Scaly-crowned 

Honeyeaters and another Brown-capped Fantail. While 

continuing up the road, a handsome, subadult Rufous-

bellied Eagle flew close-by overhead affording us some 

superb views of this uncommon but widespread species 

and soon afterwards, the very close song of a male 

Bare-throated Whistler was heard again. However, on 

this occasion we were able to make our way off the road 

into the forest interior, which worked like a charm as 
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we managed to lure it out into full view. What an absolutely cracking little endemic! He called his head 

off with his brilliant pink throat puffed out and on full display. Another of Floresôs great and must-see 

birds! We reached the top of the pass by mid-morning after obtaining fleeting perched and flight views of 

a rather uncooperative Chestnut-backed Thrush and a more cooperative Russet-capped Tesia. We enjoyed 

some coffee from Sulawesi along with chocolate brownies, while scanning the beautiful, surrounding 

forest and valleys for Flores Hawk-Eagle but to no avail. However, we did find a further three very special 

birds here: Russet-backed (Flores) Jungle (Warbling) Flycatcher, Cream (White)-browed White-eye 

(Heleia) and Short-tailed Starlings, all of which showed impeccably well.  

 

What a fabulous morning it had been and we 

decided to head back down to Ruteng for an early 

lunch, while it was warm and the birding had 

slowed down. After a delicious lunch at a nearby 

restaurant and a short break, we departed for our 

afternoonôs birding at the nearby site of Pagal. At 

a slightly lower elevation than Golo Lusang but 

slightly higher than Puarlolo, this forested area 

gave us several now-familiar but noteworthy 

species that weôd already encountered such as 

Golden-rumped and Black-fronted 

Flowerpeckers, Crested and Yellow-ringed 

White-eyes, the yellow-bellied form or race (no 

consensus on this as yet) of Ashy-bellied White-

eye and the stunning Flame-breasted Sunbird but 

also yielded several new species in the form of a 

decent fly-by Ruddy Cuckoo-Dove, a superb female Black-naped Fruit Dove, a female Red-cheeked 

Parrot, a low-perched Rusty-breasted Cuckoo and a very distantly perched and highly unexpected Oriental 

Honey Buzzard that would have to be of the migrant race (although the time of year is completely wrong!), 

unless of course thereôs an unknown population of the resident Sunda Honey Buzzard subspecies living 

on Flores, that is currently only known from further west on the islands of Java, Sumatra, Borneo and 
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peninsular Malaysia.  

 

A second attempt at the highland forest owls unfortunately produced nothing once again with the weather 

being less than ideal for the second consecutive evening. A real pity indeed! 

 

We still had a full morning to search for the few 

remaining targets around Ruteng, which saw us 

venturing back to the Golo Lusang area but this time 

focusing on the better-quality forest on the southern 

slope of the pass. Our first stop, however, was much 

lower down in an area of dense thickets and small 

coffee plantations. Here we heard and glimpsed a 

Chestnut-backed Thrush and managed to coax in a 

singing White-browed (Flores) Shorting, the only 

shortwing species (or subspecies) - now that Great 

Shortwing on Sulawesi is not considered a shortwing 

anymore - that occurs east of Wallaceôs line and 

quite a unique bird indeed. It also happens to be the 

skulkiest and toughest of all of the shortwings to 

actually see but after a fair amount of effort, patience 

and tactics we managed to acquire brief views of 

both male and female in the dense, dark understory. 

We then continued up higher and birded downhill 

along the road through some beautiful, intact 

montane evergreen forest for the remainder of the 

morning. Chestnut-backed Thrushes were fairly 

commonly heard singing away in the undergrowth 

and we managed to coax several individuals out for 

some superb views. A mixed flock produced another 

Brown-capped Fantail, several cooperative Cream-

browed and Ashy-bellied White-eyes and a pair of 

Cinereous Tits. Further on a pair of Blood-breasted (Flores) Flowerpeckers showed nicely in the upper 

canopy, while a male Snowy-browed Flycatcher popped up ever-so-briefly for some. After another 

productive morning, we returned to Ruteng, making one last short coffee stop at the roadside to scan for 

the very rare and critically endangered Flores Hawk-Eagle but with no luck. We did however, pick up a 

pair of Dark-backed Imperial Pigeons flying overhead, across the clearing. In the more open areas before 

town, we encountered Collared Kingfisher and a pair of Pied Bush Chats before a lunch stop in town.  

 

The afternoon mainly consisted of several hours of driving back across the hills and winding our way back 

to Labuan Bajo. However, we did make one improvised stop for a hovering Black-winged Kite over an 

area of flooded rice paddies that ended up producing several nice, new species such as a flock of colourful 

Blue-tailed Bee-eaters, a pair of Zitting Cisticola, a perched Spotted (Indonesian) Kestrel, several egrets 

and herons and some Edible-nest Swiftlets in flight overhead. Our late afternoon stop was even more 

productive though and yielded several new and exciting endemics and near-endemic species within a very 

short timeframe in the very late afternoon. The site we visited was a new site for us and lies just above the 

town of Labuan Bajo. This was the forest reserve of Mbeleling and we were thrilled with our results here. 

Soon after arriving, the calls of Elegant Pitta were heard in some very dense forest understory. With 

virtually non-existent visibility of the forest floor, we figured the only way we might see this beautiful 

skulker would be to try and tempt it to cross the path, so we positioned ourselves accordingly, only to be 
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entertained by the testosterone-fueled pitta hopping up into the lower canopy and then bounding from 

branch to branch until it finally made its way all the way to the upper canopy of the tallest tree alongside 

the trail and proceeded to sit in the open on a bare horizontal branch and call for several minutes. 

Absolutely amazing and what a magical way to start the afternoon! Soon thereafter, we enjoyed excellent 

views of the strange, endemic, forest-interior dwelling Flores Crow, as well as a pair of Pale-shouldered 

Cicadabird, Helmeted Friarbird and a pair of the rare Leaf Lorikeet dashing over the canopy. A Black-

naped Oriole also showed nicely at the forest-edge and some Black-faced Munias popped up for quick 

views in a small clearing. Flushed with success, we continued down towards our very comfortable beach-

side hotel in Labuan Bajo, where weôd be based for the next two nights.  

 

Excitement mounted as we looked forward to our 

morning outing to the would-famous and iconic 

Komodo Island in search of the awesome Komodo 

Dragon, as well as some very special and 

noteworthy birds. We boarded our extremely fast, 

coast-guard motorboat at dawn and began racing out 

towards the island. The scenery was absolutely 

spectacular and the glowing sunrise over the 

surrounding small islands was equally beautiful. We 

made very good time and arrived at Komodo in the 

early morning, while it was still a reasonable 

temperature. A pair of Great-billed Heron was a 

very pleasant bonus along the way and we also 

enjoyed a few perched Collared Kingfishers and 

Pacific Reef Herons, consisting of both dark and 

light morphs. After arriving at Komodo port, we 

were welcomed by large numbers of low-flying and 

close-perched Pacific and Striated (Daurian) 

Swallows, as well our first of many endangered and 

extremely localised Yellow-crested Cockatoos, one 

of Komodoôs most special and sought-after species. 

We started up the trail in search of dragons but they 

proved particularly elusive until right at the end, 

once we returned to the beach and restaurant area. 

However, the birding along the trail was excellent 

and we managed to find all of our targets except for 

the scarce (at least on Komodo) Arafura Fantail. A mixed flock produced a pair of Black-naped Monarch, 

Flame-breasted and Brown-throated Sunbirds, Black-naped Oriole, Rusty-breasted Whistler, Wallacean 

Drongo and Helmeted Friarbird and what we could only assume was a juvenile Black-fronted 

Flowerpecker that was very pale and plain with a fairly bright orange-pink bill! Rather strange indeed and 

perhaps something that requires more investigation! Pied and Green Imperial Pigeons were also 

commonly seen perched up and flying around and we also enjoyed excellent scope views of a perched 

Yellow-crested Cockatoo, as well as several fly-overs. Barred, Island Collared and Spotted Doves, as well 

as a pair of Common Emerald Dove all came into drink at a small waterhole within the monsoon forest 

and showed impeccably well, as did a female Green Junglefowl. A male junglefowl was also encountered 

feeding in the shade next to the path, a brilliant pheasant indeed! To end a very fine morningôs birding and 

pleasant walk, we enjoyed a pair of unperturbed Orange-footed Scrubfowls (megapodes) that scratched 

about in the leaf-litter just off the edge of the trail. However, we were still dragonless but not for long! 

Soon after exiting the forest and trail, we found a young female sidling along and just a few hundred 
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meters further on we were then confronted by several massive, adult male Komodo Dragons that just lay 

about affording us amazing and close views of these very impressive and prehistoric-looking monitor 

lizards. It really was a fabulous and most enjoyable morning and to end off, we enjoyed some snorkeling 

in the shallows of Pink Beach before returning to Labuan Bajo for lunch and a short rest during the heat 

of the day. 

 

The afternoon saw us 

heading out to the nearby 

forest of Potawanka. Here, 

we were treated to 

amazing views of a very 

responsive and unusually 

showy Chestnut-capped 

Thrush, a very tricky 

species to catch up with 

anywhere in its limited 

range. We also enjoyed a 

fairly large flock of noisy, 

migrant Rainbow Bee-

eaters flopping over the 

forest canopy and 

managed to locate and 

spotlight a vocalizing 

Meesôs Nightjar at dusk. 

Unfortunately, our owling 

efforts were again met 

with no luck at all and we were indeed quite surprised and disappointed that our continued efforts in that 

respect had been utterly fruitless with not even so much as a peep from either of the three target owls on 

the island. Such is night-birding sometimes!  

 

Owling aside, weôd had a very successful and enjoyable time over the past four days on Flores and 

Komodo and it was now time to 

depart Nusa Tenggara and begin 

our Bali leg of the tour. Arriving 

in Denpasar, on Baliôs east coast, 

we immediately boarded our 

minibus and began the drive 

across the island towards the 

western tip, adjacent to Java, 

where weôd be based for the next 

two nights. The five-hour drive 

was fairly scenic and was 

interrupted by a few short 

birding stops at various localities 

and highlights at these stops 

included several Olive-backed 

Tailorbirds, Javan and Scaly-

breasted Munias, Javan Pond 

Heron and a perched and scoped 
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Javan Kingfisher. After a long and mostly travel day, we finally arrived at our wonderful beachside 

accommodations in the Menjangan area close to Bali Barat National Park, excited and raring to go for our 

next full day inside the National Park. 

 

It was a beautiful morning and 

we were soon birding the dry, 

deciduous woodlands (monsoon 

forest) in the extensive grounds 

of the Menjangan Resort for our 

prime target, the incredibly 

beautiful Bali Myna (Starling). 

We heard some Mynas and 

glimpsed a small flock of 

equally-attractive and also highly 

localised and endangered Black-

winged Starlings but it would be 

quite a bit later when we finally 

managed to properly get to grips 

with these much-desired species. 

However, we did encounter 

several White-shouldered 

Trillers, the endemic Javan 

Cuckooshrike, a lovely, perched 

Black-thighed Falconet and 

Freckle-breasted Woodpecker during our starling search. We then departed Menjangan and made our way 

to the National Park entrance where we boarded our boat to the Brumbun core area deep within Bali Barat. 

We arrived at Brumbun in the mid-morning and almost immediately found our first of several gorgeous 

Bali Mynas squawking away in the tree-tops. Just wonderful to see and experience these extremely 

attractive and critically endangered birds 

in the wild! A family group of the rare 

Java Sparrow that included several 

stunning adults were also present in the 

area and were attracted to a bird-bath. 

Better views of Freckle-breasted 

Woodpecker were also appreciated and 

the nearby mangroves harboured 

Lemon-bellied White-eyes, Malaysian 

Pied Fantail and Common Iora. In the 

late morning we departed Brumbun after 

our Bali Myna success and skirted the 

Menjangan Island offshore where a 

Great-billed Heron posed well on a low 

mangrove root. Unfortunately, no sign of 

Beach Stone-curlew but our trip back to 

the mainland produced several Black-

naped Terns and a quick look along the beach turned up a stunning Cerulean Kingfisher, as well as 

Collared and Beach Kingfishers. It had been a fabulous morning and we returned to our beachside resort 

for a delicious lunch and short rest during the midday heat.  
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The afternoon saw us heading back to the 

National Park where we visited two separate 

hides/blinds situated inside the forest and our 

short visits to each of these hides produced 

some amazing sightings and was a serious 

highlight! Our first hide produced an incredible 

pair of immaculate Javan Banded Pitta, as well 

as a showy Fulvous-chested Jungle Flycatcher, 

Horsfieldôs Babbler and a handsome Laced 

Woodpecker, while the second hide produced 

another pair of pittas and more Horsfieldôs 

Babblers. The pittas, in particular, put on an 

amazing show at both hides and provided us 

with close, prolonged, and eventually 

walkaway views! Absolutely awesome! The 

forest edge turned up a pair of Black-winged 

Flycatcher-shrikes, Coppersmith Barbet and 

the gorgeous Chestnut-headed Bee-eater. We 

finished off the day at the mangroves and 

coastal mudflats at the edge of Gilimanuk town 

where we added Lesser Adjutant, Golden-

bellied Gerygone, Orange-breasted Green 

Pigeon, Pied Triller and a Whimbrel to the 

ever-growing list.  

 

We still had a final early morning to bird the woodlands around the Menjangan Resort for the rare Black-

winged Starling and any other species we still needed. Our dawn drive through the woodlands yielded a 

male Green Junglefowl at the edge of the track and our time at the tower, just after dawn produced several 

excellent sightings of Bali Myna, as well as several flighty and rather unobtrusive Black-winged Starlings. 

Lineated Barbet, Zebra Dove, Pink-

necked Green Pigeon and small flocks 

of Javan Myna (now rare in their native 

land of Java and Bali) were also seen 

from the tower, despite the windy 

conditions and a walk along the maze of 

tracks through the woodland gave us a 

pair of Racket-tailed Treepie and 

another Fulvous-chested Jungle 

Flycatcher before heading back for a late 

breakfast. 

 

Departing our resort in the mid-

morning, we made a short stop at the 

nearby saltpans, which added the main 

target species in the form of Javan 

Plover, as well as several Pied Stilts and 

some over-wintering Common 

Redshank. Thereafter, we began the 

drive up into the hills and made an early afternoon stop in at the Bedugul Botanical Gardens. These 
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extensive and picturesque, highland gardens harbor some excellent birds and our short stop here at a less-

than-ideal time of day still produced some noteworthy species. Top of the list were the Indonesian 

Honeyeaters that fed in some bottlebrush trees. This Indonesian endemic can be quite nomadic and elusive 

and we were chuffed to finally catch up with this species after missing it on Flores and western Bali. In 

the same area, we found Blood-breasted (Javan) Flowerpecker and Flame-fronted Barbet, while the other 

side of the gardens yielded a fly-over Yellow-throated Hanging Parrot and a mixed species flock 

containing Sunda Warbler, Meesôs White-eye (Javan Heleia) and Scarlet Minivet. Alas, time was running 

out and we still needed to get back to Denpasar so we departed the gardens and had a quick bite to eat at 

a restaurant in town, over-looking the adjacent crater lake and continued the drive east, arriving at our 

now-familiar hotel in Baliôs capital in the early evening.  

 

After a most enjoyable time on Bali, we 

departed on our early morning flight to 

Jakarta, Indonesiaôs bustling capital city, 

situated on the western side of the island 

of Java. We immediately beat a hasty 

retreat out of the city and began the drive 

up towards the city of Bogor where a short 

stop at the cityôs botanical gardens 

produced some great birds: the beautiful 

and highly-threatened Ruby-throated 

Bulbul, Grey-cheeked (Melodious), 

Sooty-headed and Cream-vented Bulbuls, 

Yellow-bellied Warbler, Little 

Spiderhunter, a serious surprise in a male 

Greater Green Leafbird and a handsome 

male Black-naped Fruit Dove perched in 

the under-canopy. From Bogor, we 

climbed higher into the hills and arrived at 

our resort at the base of Gunung Gede-

Pangrango National Park in the mid-

afternoon. After checking in and gathering 

our equipment for the remainder of the 

day, we drove the short distance to the 

Cibodas Botanical Gardens where we 

enjoyed a productive late afternoon and 

early eveningôs birding. The afternoon 

kicked off with an Asian Emerald Dove 

and a very surprising but much-

appreciated Sunda Thrush that fed in the 

open at the edge of a grassy clearing at the 

forest-edge. Amazing indeed and what a 

fabulous start to the afternoon! Thereafter, 

we located a mixed feeding flock that 

contained the endemic Pygmy Bushtit, 

followed by Orange-spotted Bulbuls, a rather brief Sangkar White-eye (very recently split from Oriental), 

Trilling Shrike-Babbler, a stunning male Blood-breasted Flowerpecker, several flighty Little Cuckoo-

Doves, a very handsome Crimson-winged Woodpecker and then much later, after patiently waiting and 

just before dusk, repeat fly-overs of a Yellow-throated Hanging Parrot, a Cibodas specialty and a major 
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target for the gardens. As dusk approached, we 

positioned ourselves in wait for several night-

birds and for a change, almost all of our target 

nocturnal species performed remarkably well 

and on queue. First up was Salvadoriôs 

Nightjar that flew overhead a few times and 

then landed on a telephone wire above our 

heads for unbeatable views. Shortly thereafter, 

the distinctive calls of Javan Frogmouth were 

heard from the nearby forest and without 

much effort at all, we were all enjoying very 

close and unobstructed views of this 

sometimes-tricky endemic. Then, to end off 

another superb dayôs birding in Indonesia, our 

local guide, Adun, called us over to where 

heôd located a juvenile Sunda Scops Owl, 

perched in a nearby tree. We admired it at 

length and with spirits at an all-time high after some amazingly successful post-dusk night-birding, we 

departed Cibodas for our nearby accommodations and a well-deserved rest for the big day ahead up 

Gunung Gede. 

 

Gunung Gede is by far the most physically challenging 

leg of this trip as one is required to spend at least one full 

day on the mountain and walk a fair way up the trail in 

order to see a good number of Javaôs high-altitude 

specialties and endemics. Everyone did very well though 

and we were treated to some amazing birds by putting in 

the effort. Setting off on the trail just after dawn, we were 

soon admiring several arch-skulkers as they put in some 

very obliging performances for us at the trail edge: 

Pygmy Cupwing (Wren-babbler), Eyebrowed Wren-

babbler, Lesser Shortwing, and Sunda Robin all showed 

impeccably well and we also managed to get some good 

looks at Horsfieldôs and Crescent-chested Babblers. 

Several juicy mixed flocks were also encountered fairly 

low down and harboured noteworthy species such as 

Javan Fulvetta, Mountain Tailorbird, Pied and Trilling 

Shrike-Babblers, Sunda Warbler, Lesser and Sunda 

Cuckooshrikes, the beautiful Sunda Minivet, Rufous-

tailed Fantail, Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher, Pygmy 

Bushtit, Cinereous Tit, Meesôs White-eye and Chestnut-

breasted Malkoha. Further on, we were treated to 

fabulous scope views of a juvenile Crested Serpent 

Eagle and the very attractive Banded Broadbill. In the 

large clearing, we enjoyed some coffee and snacks, 

while ogling a pair of soaring Black Eagle, as well as the highly sought-after, much scarcer and endemic 

Javan Hawk-Eagle. Continuing up the trail, we managed to lure in a very cooperative pair of Javan Tesia, 

while our lunch stop, a little further on produced a very confident Javan Whistling Thrush, as well as 

several Fire-tufted and Flame-fronted Barbets and a flock of Mountain Serin in flight over the canopy. We 
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also found what was probably the star bird of the 

entire day: a sensational pair of Javan Trogons that 

visited their nest in the side of a large tree trunk 

adjacent to our picnic-lunch spot. They hung around 

for ages, affording us the most incredible views 

imaginable! Since we still had a fair amount of the 

afternoon left, we decided to head up slightly higher 

and this proved a good move as we were able to 

scope the elusive Sunda Cuckoo high in the moss-

clad canopy. A pair of Snowy-browed Flycatchers 

and several Indigo Flycatchers were nice additions 

and we even lucked into a male Javan (White-

browed if lumped) Shortwing that crossed the trail 

in front of us but a Sunda Bulbul proved more 

elusive and was not seen by everyone. The hike 

back down was fairly uneventful and quiet and our 

best attempts to lure a vocalizing Brown-throated 

Barbet into view unfortunately proved fruitless. 

Mammal-wise, we encountered several troops of 

endemic Javan Langur (Leaf Monkey), Horsfieldôs 

Treeshrew, Black-banded and Black Giant 

Squirrels, Wild Boar and Red Mutjac (Barking 

Deer). We arrived back at our awaiting vehicle in 

the late afternoon, all very pleased with our dayôs 

sightings but rather knackered to say the least! 

 

We decided to split up our last full day in the Cibodas 

area between revisiting the lower slopes of Gunung 

Gede in the morning and Cibodas Botanical Gardens in 

the afternoon. Although, the morning was far quieter 

than the previous day, we did still manage to find some 

desirable species that weôd thus far either missed or of 

which we liked better views. The early morning along 

the initial stretch of the trail yielded further sightings of 

the skulkers like Pygmy Cupwing, Lesser Shortwing 

and Sunda Robin but the elusive Chestnut-bellied 

Partridge was unfortunately only heard on a few 

occasions. A Blue-eared Kingfisher that posed ever-so-

well at the small lake was a treat and at the waterfall we 

were able to enjoy some excellent views of soaring 

Javan Hawk-Eagle once again, as well as three Sunda 

Forktails and a distantly perched Spotted Kestrel. A 

pair of noisy White-bibbed Babblers kept to the 

absolute densest understory vegetation possible and 

were only glimpsed moving in the undergrowth. In the 

late morning, just before returning to the vehicles, we 

finally encountered a large mixed flock that contained 

half a dozen brilliant Blue Nuthatches that fed around 
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