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Javan Banded Pitta by Glen Valentine




Trip report compiled by Tour Leader: Glen Valentine

Top 10 list asvoted for by the tour participants:

Javan Trogon
Redcrowned Barbet
Green Broadbill

Javan Frogmouth

Buffy Fish Owl

Pygmy Cupwing
Rufouscollared Kingfisher
Javan Banded Pitta

. Redbearded Beeater
0.Bali Myna
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Bali Myna (Starling) by Dennis Braddy

Tour Summaryée

This short but extremely productive and varied tour, covering a fine selection gbharddk e d

~

nt

sites and destinationso throughout Western



absolute joy to lad due to our enthusiastic, fun and very goatured groupOur quickfire, two-week

tour of western Indonesia, kicked off in Denpasar, on the island of Bali where we all met up at the Harris
Hotel for an introductory dinner and flight the following mamito the island of Flores, situated in Nusa
Tenggara (The Lesser Sundas), a chain of islands running mostly eastweste east of Wal
therefore having a distinctly Australasian flair about their avifauna.

After arriving in the large, coastal town of
Labuan Bajo, the gateway to the popular

and famous Komodo Island, we boarded

our minibus and began the windy driv

east, up into the hills, towards our first

biding locality of the tour, the forest
reserve of Puarlolo. This small reserve

was initially set aside to protect the
endemic and highly threatened Flores
Monarch that was only discovered from

this areaas recatly as 1971and is still

only known from a few scattered ldit&s

in the submontane forest on Flores. The

forest alsoharboursa number of other
extremely desirable Flores and Lesser
Sundaic endemics and we were to enjoy a

very fine late morning and dg afternoon

stint of birding in and around the forest.

Birds were everywhere, as soon as we exited the vehicle at our first stop and included target species like
the handsome Little (Flores) MiniveAshy-bellied Whiteeye (previously considered a racé o
Oriental/Sunda Whiteye), Crested Whiteeye (Heleia), Goldenumped Flowerpecker and a pair of
perched and soaring . after
we entered the forest along a narrow &
indistinct footpath where we quickly picked uj
a singing Russetapped Tesia, a very
responsive and cooperative pair of Thimked
White-eye (Heleia) and a very shy and brig
Chestnutcapped ThrusiDeeper into the fores
we stumbled across an Elegant Pitta that co
not be lured into the open, as well as a brillia
perched view of a calling Glittering (White
rumped) Kingfisher. The attractive an
recentlysplit  Rustybreasted (Teggara
Golden) Whistler also put in an appearang
while our lunch break was pleasant
interrupted by the gorgeous Blafionted
Flowerpecke and Yellowringed Whiteeye
( Wal | ac e asswellkhs dnetherfipe, pai
of Little Minivet. After lunch, we made our wa
back into the forest along a different trail whef
we soon managed to locate and obt3
excellent, repeat views of the rare Fkore
Monarch, undoubtedl y o n &ustgbfeastgdhistierpyHans Rragidy s mo s t

Glittering (White -rumped) Kingfisher by Dennis Braddy




soughtafter endemics. Here, we also encountered a pair of Boaywped (Trumpeting) Fantails before
heading back out to continue the drive towards our destination for the next two nights, the highland town
of Ruteng.

Flame-breasted Sunbird by Dennis Braddy

next evening.

The drive was rather uneventful,
other than an unexpected Nankeen
(Australasian) Kestrel, a rare
migrant from Australia, hovering
low over an open area of fields and
rice-paddies. We reached Ruteng
after a very windy, tweanda-half-
hour drive, and after quickly
checking into our hotel, we departed
up into the montane forest of
Ranamese for some nigbirding.
Alas, the clouds rolled in and we
were soon rained out and the short
efforts we made at attertipg to lure

i n either FIl ores
Owls were totally fruitless and we
soon cut our losses and returned to
the warmth and comfort of our hotel,
vowing to return for the owls the

Our second day on Flores starting out in fine fo
indeedas we began to make quick heaads into the
mouthwatering list of highland endemics that are to
found in the Golo Lusang area above Ruteng. Bird
along the narrow and fairly quiet road heresvailliant
and we kicked off proceedings with the endemic rg
of Timor Leaf Warbler (sometimes split as Flores Leé
Warbler), as well as good numbers of Adigllied
White-eyes, Barred CuckeDoves, a single fhover
Ruddy CuckoeDove and more Rustpreasted
Whistlers. Further up the road, we heard several-B
throated Whistlers bellowing out their amazing, lo
and varied songs from within the forest interltmrt

could not be lured to the road edge. A Banded (Bla
backed) Fruit Dove also put in an appance, while we
enjoyed excellent looks at several active Scatywned
Honeyeates and another Browoapped FantaiMVvhile
continuing up the road, a handsome, subadult Rufc
bellied Eagle flew closby overhead affording us som
superb views of this uncommon but widespread spe
and soon afterwards, the very close song of a n

Barethroated Whistler was heard agattowever,on

this occasionve were able tanake our wayff the road

into the forest interior, which worked like a charm as Crested White-eye (Heleia) by Dennis Braddy



we managed to lure it out into full view. What an absolutely cracking little endemic! He called his head
off with his brilliant pinkt hr oat puffed out and on full -ste spl ¢

Yellow-ringed White-ey e ( Wal | aceb6s Hel eia) by Gl e

birds! We reached the top of the pass by-mdrning after obtaining fleeting perched and flight views of

a rather uncooperative Chestitnaticked Thrush and a more cooperativesetcapped Tesia. We enjoyed
some coffee from Sulawesi along with chocolate brownies, while scanning the beautiful, surrounding
forest and valleys for Flores Havidagle but to no avail. However, we did find a further three very special
birds here: Russdtacked (Flores) Jungle (Warbling) Flycatcher, Cre@khite)}-browed Whiteeye
(Heleia) and Shottailed Starlings, all of which showed impeccably well.

What a fabulous morning it had beand we
decided to head back down to Ruteng for an early
lunch, while it was warm and the birding had
slowed down. After a delicious lunch at a nearby
restaurant and a short break, we departed for our
af t er ndingatéhe nearby site of PagAt.

a slightly lower elevation than Golo Lusang but
slightly higher than Puarlolo, this forested area
gave us several noefamiliar but noteworthy
species that webdbd alread
Golderrumped and Blackronted
Flowerpeckers, Crested and Yellgimged
White-eyes, the yellovbellied form or raceno
consensus on this as yet) of Adbgilied White

eye andhe stunning Flambéreasted Sunbirbut

also yielded several new species in the form of
decent flyby RuddyCuckoeDove, a superb female Blaciaped Fruit Dove, a female Rebteeked

Parrot a low-perched Rustpreasted Cuckoand a very distantly perched and highly unexpected Oriental
Honey Buzzard that would have to be of the migrant race (although the tyeara§ completely wrong!),

unl ess of course thereds an unknown popul ation
on Flores, that is currently only known from further west on the islands of Java, Sumatra, Borneo and

Chestnut-capped Thrush by Glen Valetine



peninsular Malaysia.

A second attempt at the highland forest owls unfortunately produced nothing once again with the weather
being less than ideal for the second consecutive evening. A real pity indeed!

We still had a full morning to searchrfthe few
remaining targets around Ruteng, which saw us
venturing back to the Golo Lusang area but this time
focusing on the bettequality forest on the southern
slope of the pass. Our first stop, however, was much
lower down in an area of dense thickatsl small
coffee plantations. Here we heard and glimpsed a
Chestnutbacked Thrush and managed to coax in a
singing Whitebrowed (Flores) Shorting, the only
shortwing species (or subspeciesjow that Great
Shortwing on Sulawesi is not considered a shogwi
anymore-t h at occurs east of
quite a unique bird indeed. It also happens to be the
skulkiest and toughest of all of the shortwings to
actually see but after a fair amount of effort, patience
and tactics we managed to acquire briesws of
both male and female in the dense, dark understory.
We then continued up higher and birded downhill
along the road through some beautiful, intact
montane evergreen forest for the remainder of the
morning. Chestnutbacked Thrushes were fairly
commony heard singing away in the undergrowth
and we managed to coax several individuals out for
some superb views. A mixed flock produced another
Elegant Pitta by Dennis Braddy Brown-capped Fantail, several cooperative Cream
browed and Ashypellied Whiteeyes and a pair of
Cinereous TitsFurther on a pair of Bloetireasted (Flores) Flowerpeckers showed nicely in the upper
canopy, while a male Snowyowed Flycatcher popped up eserbriefly for some. After another
productive morning, we returned to Ruteng, making one last short cadfeatsthe roadside to scan for
the very rare and critically endangered Flores H&agle butwith no luck We did however, pick up a
pair of Darkbacked Imperial Pigeons flying overhead, across the clearing. In the more open areas before
town, we encounted Collared Kingfisher and a pair of Pied Bush Chats before a lunch stop in town.

The afternoon mainly consisted of several hours of driving back across the hills and winding our way back
to Labuan Bajo. However, we did make one improvised stop for eringvBlackwinged Kiteover an

area of flooded rice paddigsat ended up producing several nice, new species such as a flock of colourful
Blue-tailed Beeeaters, a pair of Zitting Cisticqla perched Spotted (Indonesian) Kestrel, several egrets
and heras and some Edibleest Swiftlets in flight overhead. Our late afternoon stop was even more
productive though and yielded several new and exciting endemics arehakesnic species within a very

short timeframe in the very late afternoon. The site weedsitas a new site for us and lies just above the
town of Labuan Bajo. This was the forest reserve of Mbeleling and we were thrilled with our results here.
Soon after arriving, the calls of Elegant Pittareveeard in some very dense forest understory. With
virtually nonexistent visibility of the forest floomwe figured the only way we might see this beautiful
skulker would be to try and tempt it to cross the path, so we positioned ourselves accordingly, only to be



entertained by the testostereineled ptta hopping up into the lower canopy and then bounding from
branch to branch until it finally made its way all the way to the upper canopy of the tallest tree alongside
the trail and proceeded to sit in the open on a bare horizontal branch and callefal sewnutes.
Absolutely amazing and what a magical way to start the afteri8mor thereafter, we enjoyed excellent
views of the strange, endemforestinterior dwelling Flores Crow, as well as a pair of Pgl®uldered
Cicadabird, Helmeted Friarbirchd a pair of the rare Leaf Lorikeet dashing over the canopy. A Black
naped Oriole also showed nicely at the forxige and some Bladikced Munias popped up for quick
views in a small clearind:lushed with success, wentinued down towards our very cammable beach
side hotel i n Labuan Bajo, where web6d be based

Excitement mounted as we looked forward to @
morning outing to the woulamous and iconic
Komodo Island in search of tllvesome Komodo
Dragon, as well as some very special a
noteworthy birdsWe boarded our extremely fas
coastguard motorboat at dawn and began racing
towards the island. The scenery was absolut
spectacular and the glowing sunrise over f{
surroundng small islands was equally beautiful. W
made very good time and arrived at Komodo in t
early morning, while it was still a reasonab
temperature. A pair of Gredilled Heron was a
very pleasant bonus along the way and we 3
enjoyed a few perche@ollared Kingfishers and
Pacific Reef Herons, consisting of both dark a
light morphs.After arriving at Komodo port, we
were welcomed by large numbers of Hiying and
closeperched Pacific and Striated (Dauria
Swallows, as well our first of many endgered and
extremely localised Yelloverested Cockatoos, on
of Komodods mo s taftes gpecies.
We started up the trail in searehdragons but they
proved particularly elusive until right at the en
once we returned to the beach andaesint area. 3
However, the birding along the trail was excellent  vgjiow-crested Cockatoo by Dennis Braddy

and we managed to find all of our targets except for

the scarce (at least on Komodo) Arafura Fantail. A mixed flock produced a pair ofrizlped Monarch,
Flamebreasted and Browthroated Snobirds,Black-naped Oriole Rustybreasted Whistler, Wallacean
Drongo and Helmeted Friarbirdand what we could only assume was a juvemlack-fronted
Flowerpeckethat was very pale and plain with a fairly bright orapge bill! Rather strange indeed@

perhaps something that requires more investigatied and Green Imperial Pigeons were also
commonly seen perched up and flying around and we also enjoyed excellent scope views of a perched
Yellow-crested Cockatoo, as well as severabfiers. Barredisland Collared and Spotted Doves, as well

as a pair of Common Emerald Dove all came into drink at a small waterhole within the monsoon forest
and showed impeccably well, as did a female Green Junglefowl. A male jungheisalso encountered

feeding inthe shade next to the path, a brilliant pheasantindeedhda v er y fine mor nin
pleasant walkwe enjoyed a pair of unperturbed Oraffigeted Scrubfowls (megapodes) that scratched
about in the lealitter just of the edge of the traiHowever, we were still dragonless but not for long!

Soon after exiting the forest and trail, we found a young female sidling along and just a few hundred




meters further ome were then confronted by several massive, adult male Komodo Dragons that just lay
about affording us amazing and close views of these very impressive and prelustornig monitor

lizards. It really was a fabulous and most enjoyable morning and to end off, we enjoyed some snorkeling
in the shallows of Pink Beach before returning tbwan Bajo for lunch and a short rest during the heat

of the day.

The afternoon saw us
heading out to the nearby
forest of Potawanka. Here,
we were treated to
amazing views of a very
responsive and unusually
showy Chestnuicapped
Thrush, a very tricky
species to catch up with
anywhere in its limited
range. We also enjoyed a
fairly large flock of noisy
migrant Rainbow Bee
eaters liopping over the
forest canopy and
managed to locate and
spotlight a vocalizing
Me e sNaglstjar at dusk.

Komodo Dragon by John Kern Unfortunately, our owling

efforts were again met

with no luck at all and we were indeed quite surprised and disappointed that our continued efforts in that
respect had been utterly fruitless with not even so much as a peep from eitigethoée target owls on
the island. Such is nigtirding sometimes!

Owling aside, w 6d had a very successful and enjoyabl e
Komodo and it was now time tc '
depart Nusa @nggara and begi
our Bali leg of the tourArriving
i n Denpasar, o
we immediately boarded ou
minibus and began the driv
across the island towards t
western tip, adjacent to Java
where weodd be
two nights. The fie-hour drive
was fairly scenic and was
interrupted by a few shor
birding stops at various localitie
and highlights at these stop
included several Olivdacked
Tailorbirds, Javan and Scal
breasted Munias, Javan Ports
Heron and a perched and scoped Black-thighed Falconet by Dennis Braddy




JavanKingfisher. After a long and mostly travel day, we finally arrived at our wonderful beachside
accommodations in the Menjangan area close to Bali Barat National Park, excited and raring to go for our
next full day irsidethe National Park.

It was a beautiful morning and
we were soorbirding the dry,
deciduous woodlands (monsoon
forest) in the extensive grounds
of the Menjangan Resort for our
prime target, th incredibly
beautiful Bali Myna (Starling).
We heard some Mynas and
glimpsed a small flock of
equally-attractive and also highly
localised and endangered Black
winged Starlings but it woulde
quite a bitlater when we finally
managed to properly get taigs
with these mucldesired species.
However, we did encounter

several Whiteshouldered
Trillers, the endemic Javan
Java Sparrow by Dennis Braddy Cuckooshrike, a lovely, perched

Black-thighed Falconet and
Frecklebreasted Woodpeckduring our starling searciiVe then departed Menjaaig and made our way
to theNationalPark entrance where we boarded our boat to the Brumbun core area deep within Bali Barat.
We arrived at Brumbun in the midorning and almost immediately found our first of several gorgeous
Bali Mynas squawking away in ehtreetops. Just wonderful to see and experietimse extremely
attractive and critically endangered bir¢ "
in the wild A family group of the rare
Java Sparrow that included seve
stunning adults were also present in t
area and were attracted to adHdbath.
Better views of Freckkvreasted
Woodpecker were also appreciated af
the nearby mangroves harboured|
Lemonbellied Whiteeyes, Malaysianfias
Pied Fantailand Common lora. In thg
late morning we departed Brumbun a
our Bali Myna success and skirt¢e
Menjangan Island offshore where [2
Greatbilled Heron posedvell on a low s
mangrove root. Unfortunately, no sign ¢ :
Beach Stoneurlew but our trip back to Fulvous-chested Jungle Flycatcher by Glen Valentine
the mainland produced several Black
naped Terns and a quick look along the beached upa stunning Cerulean Kingfisher, as well as
Collared and Beach Kingfishei$.had been a fabulous morning and we returned to our beachside resort
for a delicious lunch anshort rest during the midday heat.




The afternoon saw us heading back to the
National Park where we visiteavd separate
hides/blinds situated inside the forest and our
short visits to each of these hides produced
some amazing sightings and was a serious
highlight! Our first hide produced an incredible
pair of immaculate Javan Banded Pitta, as well
asa showy Fulvoughested Jugie Flycatcher,
Horsfieldbds Babbler and
Woodpecker, while the second hide produced
anot her pair of pittas
Babblers. The pittas, in particular, put on an
amazing show at both hides and provided us
with close, prolonged, and eventually
walkaway views! Absolutely awesome! The
forest edge turned up a pair of Blaginged
Flycatchershrikes, Coppersmith Barbet and
the gorgeous Chestrbtaded Beeater. We
finished off the day at the mangroves and
coastal mudflats at the eelgf Gilimanuk town
where we added Lesser Adjutant, Golden
bellied Gerygone, Orangwmeasted Green
Pigeon, Pied Triller and a Whimbrel to the
evergrowing list.

Laced Woodpecker by John Kern

We still hada finalearly morningo bird the vwodlands around the Menjangan Resort for the rare Black
winged Starling and any other species we still needed. Our dawn drive through the woodlands yielded a
male Green Junglefowl at the edge of the track and our time at the tower, just after dawn E®ederedd
excellent sightings of Bali Myna, as well as several flighty and rather unobtrusivevialagid Starlings.
Lineated Barbet, Zebra DoyvePink-
necked Green Pigeaand small flocks
of Javan Myna (now rare in their nativ
land of Java and Balijvere also seen
from the tower, despite the wind
conditions and a walk along the maze }
tracks through the woodland gave us
pair of Racketailed Treepie and
another Fulvoughested Jungle
Flycatchebefore heading back for a lat

breakfast. re b4

Departing our esort in the mid LA
morning, we made a short stop at t|
nearby saltpans, which added the m:
target species in the form of Jav
Plover, as well as several Pied Stilts
some ovewintering Common Sunda (Javan Blue) Robin by Dennis Braddy

Redshank. Thereafter, we began the

drive up into the hilland made an early afternoon stop in at Beelugul Botanical Gardens. These

v
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extensive and picturesque, highland gardens harbor some excellent birds and our short stop here at a les:
thanideal time of day still produced some noteworthy species. Top ofish&ere the Indonesian
Honeyeaters that fed in some bottlebrush trees. This Indonesian endemic can be quite nomadic and elusiv
and we were chuffed tinally catch up with this species after missing it on Flores and western Bali. In

the same area, weund Bloodbreasted (Javan) Flowerpecker and Fldroated Barbet, while the other

side of the gardens yielded a-fiyer Yellowthroated Hanging Parrot and a mixed species flock
containing Sunda -d&Ya(Jabah ldeteipandvbeaslet Kisivettlds,i titheewas running

out and we still needed to get back to Denpasar so we departed the gardens and had a quick bite to eat «
a restaurant in town, owdwoking the adjacent crater lake and continued the drive east, arriving at our
nowfamiliar hoteli n Bal i 6s capit al in the early evening.

After a most enjoyable time on Bali, we
departed on our early morning flight to
Jakart a, l ndonesi ads
situated on the western side of the island
of Java. We immediately beat a hasty
retreat out of the city and began the drive
up towads the city of Bogor where a short
stop at t he cityos
produced some great birds: the beautiful
and highlythreatened Rubthroated
Bulbul, Greycheeked (Melodious),
Sootyheaded and Creanented Bulbuls,
Yellow-bellied Warbler, Little
Spiderhunteyr a serious surprise in a male
Greater Green Leafbirdnd a handsome
male Blacknaped Fruit Dove perched in
the undeicanopy. From Bogor, we
climbed higher into the hills and arrived at
our resort at the base of Gunung Gede
Pangrango National Parkn the mid
afternoon. After checking in and gathering
our equipment for the remainder of the
day, we drove the short distance to the
Cibodas Botanical Gardens where we
enjoyed a productive late afternoon and
early e v e niTheg éfternodni r d i
kicked df with an Asian Emerald Dove
and a very surprising but much
appreciated Sunda Thrush that fed in the
openat the edge of grassy clearing at the
forestedge. Amazing indeed and what a
fabulous start to the afternoon! Thereatfter,
Javan Trogon by Glen Valentine we located a mixed feedjnflock that
contained the endemic Pygmy Bushtit,
followed by Orangespotted Bulbuls, a rather brief Sangkar WAgye (very recently split from Oriental),
Trilling Shrike-Babbler, a stunning male Blodmeasted Flowerpeckeseveral flighty Little Cuckoo
Doves, a very handsome Crimseinged Woodpeckeand then much later, after patiently waiting and
just before dusk, repeat flyvers of a Yellowthroated Hanging Parrot, a Cibodas specialty and a major




target for thegardens. As dusk approached, we

positioned ourselves in wait for several night

birdsand for a change, almost all of darget

nocturnal species performed remarkably well

and on queueFi r st up wa s S

Nightjar that flew overhead a few times and

then landed on a telephone wire above our

heads for unbeatable views. Shortly thereafter,

the distinctive calls of Javan Frogmoutlene

heard from the nearby forest and without

much effort at all, we were all enjoying very

close and unobstructed views of isth

by sometimedricky endemic. Then, to end fof

i e / 2y e y another superb dayods bi

“.«..‘*it‘*'& s % oy &~ .5 ¥ local guide, Adun, called us over to where

Blue Nuthatch by John Kern hedd | ocated a juveni.l

perched in a nearby tree. Waelmired it at

length and with spirits at an dlime high after some amazingly successful qlstk nightbirding, we

departed Cibodas for our nearby accommodations and adessived rest for the big day ahead up

Gunung Gede.

A Ve

Gunung Gede is by far the most phydicahallenging
leg of this trip as one is required to spend at least one
day on the mountain and walk a fair way up the trai
order to see a go o dltitudeu
specialties and endemics. Everyone did very well tho
and we were ti@ed to some amazing birds by putting
the effort. Setting off on the trail just after dawn, we w¢
soon admiring several ardkulkers as they put in som
very obliging performances for us at the trail ed(
Pygmy Cupwing (Wretbabbler), Eyebrowed Wren
babbler, Lesser Shortwing, and Sunda Robin all sho
impeccably well and we also managed to get some ¢
| ooks at Ho r s f iclestetl 0Babblaas
Several juicy mixed flocks were also encountered fa
low down andharbourednoteworthy spece such as
Javan Fulvetta, Mountain Tailorbird, Pied and Trilli
ShrikeBabblers, Sunda Warbletesser and Sund:
Cuckooshrikes, the beautiful Sunda Miniv&fous '
tailed Fantail, Gresheaded Canarflycatcher, Pygmy
Bushtit, Cinereous Tityle e $\Vbite-eyeand Chestnut
breasted MalkohaFurther on, we were treated
fabulous scope views od juvenile Crested Serpe 4
Eagle andhe very attractive Banded Broadbilh the Fire-tufted Barbet by Trevor Jones

large clearing, we enjoyed some coffee and snacks,

while ogling a pair of soarg Black Eagle, as well as the highly sougfier, much scarcer and endemic
Javan HawkEagle. Continuing up the trail, we managed to lure in a very cooperative pair of Javan Tesia,
while our lunch stopa little further on produced a very confident JaVehistling Thrush, as well as
several Firgufted and Flamdronted Barbets ana flock of Mountain Seriim flight over the canopy. We




also found what waprobably the star bird of the
entire day: a sensational pairJavan Trogons that
visited their nest in the side of a large tree trunk
adjacent to our picnitunch spot. They hung around
for ages, affording us the most incredible views
imaginable! Since we still had a fair amount of the
afternoon left, we decided head up slightly higher
and this proved a good move as we were able to
scope the elusive Sunda Cuckoo high in the moss
clad canopy. A pair of Snowyrowed Flycatchers
and several Indigo Flycatchergre nice addition

and we even lucked into a male JavaMhite-
browed if lumped) Shortwing that crossed the trail
in front of usbut a Sunda Bulbul proved more
elusive and wasot seen by everyon&he hike
back down was fairly uneventful and quiet and our
best attempts to lure a vocalizing Browmoated
Barbet into view unfortunately proved fruitless.
Mammalwise, we encountered several troops of
endemic Javan Lang(kteaf Monkey) Hor sf i el
Treeshrew, Blackanded and Black Giant
Squirrels, Wild Boar and Red Mutja@Barking
Deer) We arrived back at our aiing vehicle in
the | ate afternoon, al | %
Javan Whistling Thrush by John Kern sightings but rather knackered to say the least!

We decided to split up our last full day in the Cibodas

area between revisiting the lower stgpof Gunung

Gede in the morning and Cibodas Botanical Gardens in

the afternoon. Although, the morning was far quieter

than the previous day, we did still manage to find sgme

desirable species that [(webd thus far eithe
which we liked better @ws. The early morning alon

the initial stretch of the trail yielded further sightings |of

the skulkers like Pygmy Cupwing, Lesser Shortwing

and Sunda Robin but the elusive Chestreltied
Partridge was unfortunately only heard on av f
occasionsA Blue-eared Kingfisher that posed esar
well at the small lake was a treat and at the waterfal|l we
were able to enjoy some excellent views of soarjng
Javan HawkEagle once again, as well as three Supda
Forktails and a distantly perched Spotted Kestrel| A
pair of noisy Whitebibbed Babblers kept to th
absolute densest understory vegetation possible |and
were onlyglimpsed moving in the undergrowtim the
late morning, just before returning to the vehicles, we
finally encountered a large mixed flock that conggin
half a dozen brilliant Blue Nuthatches that fed around
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Blue-eared Kingfisher by Dennis Braddy



